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: ' '; Nicol HughBairdand his fam-' works reporting to Lieutenant- ingaway from Cobourg..The Co- the improvements thai were' re-', . told and he brushed aside Baird's
'. ily resided in Cobourg for ten. . Colonel John Bye~of the Roya,l . bourg merchants thus lost control quired. He understood the forces . plans for harbour impnivements.

- years, from 1835 into 1845. He <Engineers. Nicol remained with ·of the harbour company. The dues that were constantly moving sand, ,A. contractor was brought in to .
was a civil engineer employed .' the canal work until its comple- ;' collected each year were substan· thus choking up the basin. '. ,':'0 'finish the pier additions. The Co-
by the governments on,Newcas-. tion in May, 1832. In the year· '. tial, but the main body of owners ,As district engineer, he was di:'" . bourg Harbour Company was cut .
tie District projects, on the·con- 1833. at the request of the Lieu- '.:. was 'only interested in collecting reeted to study the harbo~r and:to, .off from all commu~icationswith
.struction of the eastern part of" . -tenant-GoveniorofUpper Canada, "'dividends. Repairs to the harbour rec.ommena improvements.' He the contractor. The extension to

'. the Trent-S~vern' canals .. In~, Baird was engaged to survey and were neglected. The rebellion made a'Series of depth'soundings the west pier was,completed and
1835, he also made a survey for, malceestimatesof costs for open- I years of 1837-1838 saw the mon·.. and compared. his measurements'· .' the contractor moved out to do

~.'.. .the location of the Cobourg- .... ing navigationwaters between theey milrketsdry up. No funds were with earlier i'ecords~Ba~carne to .·other. work at Whitby; taking ,.~
. " Peterborough. Railway,:, and .~mouth of River Trent and the available..· ' ,-' .," the, 'concl~ion thar, the harbour with him much of the timber and
" served on various other worlcs... Rice Lake. In 1835, he was to ad·"In the year 1841, there.was a re-basin be abandoned tO,shipping; other material that had been col-

, 'For this story,'\ve WiQr$te hiS' , vance his study f!'PmRice Lake vivaI of interest in the making of that a new pier and breakwater be lectedby the harbour company '..
; :'{involvemen~:with:.~eCobourg. :' ,to Like Simcoe. ,'.1:.;., .' ;" ~" improvements· to the Cobourg built f(Omthe then end 'of the last' ,_before,the assignment was made.
: ....;'hat*.,~ t-'~·"::/ ~:i,~.',,,,,',L ,"':In 1837,hc'wa.iapPointedengi- '~. Finishing the necessary . -pier~ easler1y~ to ::the '" . ':,J'lo dredging ..was done.
! t.f .B,or:n'·iJ1;.~lasgow~~Scotland,,~'. neer in ch~go: of-works in tho ,extension to westem pier in order rocky- shore . at . Baird resigned in
~-- :Allgust 26, 1796, ho, was tho NowcastloDIStriCt.· ;, " , to retard the movement of sand D'Arcy Street.' ..' 1845 and moved
~~. eldeStson"of Hugh Baird.iScot- -Il was on the 21st of Septem•.' into the basin' by westerly This would en:', elsewhere.lndig-
} .', lish"civi1 engineU~Tho father, .. her, 1831,whcn Nicol H. Baird . ~rms. and dredging work were close ~a much, nation: meeting
i"' trained the SOil in tho art and ,'married, Mary Tetfer White, of contemplated. The harbour com- .,larger., basin; . _by. Cobourg'
t' science of engineering practiso~.; ,"'Mon~ the daugh~ of AjtdrCw'-.~pany ~dvertisecl,for contractor to accomritodalC merchantsand
i -Between the years 1813 and -·White,'Jt;pfospelOus'contractor;·· supply materialan.d,set in place ..many"mQre local citizens
~_',. 1820; tho, father~H6p Baird;', .::.,.TotbisWrloif eight children.were six or' more <:robs~In the' spring boats;~ and., could get no-
tt,} "surveyed IDddleW uP:'sPecifie:a-,, • bomi .fourJXiys and fours girls. of _1842 preparations for~,this 'the filling.in ;;where ',with
itA· tions for' tho. Edinburp' and :, According to the Cobowi SW't at . wale were moving ahead. ~..~,:' . of sand into government ;.
~\., Glasgow. Union. Canal.- Jhis;,::~"least,three~y~ w~.~ in ~~ ':: The'~w,Uni~il'Gov~mmentofthe proposed 'offICials.
f>t; work=involvedbridaea. docks, .bourg. The,famUyrestdcchn rent- . Canada,m 1841,establtshedade- basin would The final bill ,_",q
<::::' and structures ,at:various kindL' .- ed accommOdationin the eastern -partmen~ of public' works. For not Occur."," was twice the,
~~;: in addition ~,.earth ~~Heie·. part Of the' tOwndn June. 1845, reasons unknown, in the_summer" A politici3n, - /,'" amount of the·'
~';"'~6. SOD,r~tved:a .'thorough'· . tho'fam!l{ietumed to Montreat' of 1842, the Cobourg Harbour. by the name ~r: ' ..estimate. ',; .
. -{'crainiIii trom,JUS'Calbet, and en-, ~:,Mn..Baird died in Montreal on' , Company made an assignment H. H. Kmaly,":~,.: Thus, when the
~1:tered the Pof~ in 1816.Be- the 2Oth.Of ~ugusl; 1847. Two ~,agreementwith the new "boardof president, of the,-. ~town of Cobourg
"~ fore moving ufCaiuida in ,1828,' " yearSlater in:August 1849,Nicol' > works" lo comple,te the harbour., board of wo~ ~UKL,:,~·"'-~:~;o.:" becante' owners- of

"Jt{. Nicol H. Bairdwasemployedfor":: ,Hugh Baird pasSed away at Brat-, :"Thework involved pierconstruc- ,reporting to ~th hous-~ ..:~,. 0 • < ""."!.'F. the harbOur in 01850,-
,,; a terin~'in Russia. In' thC,year" '. deboro,.Vermool" , / ,,<1; ,'. \ tion and the dredging of the haC~ es of the legislature, became '¥': .•..::~..:~ ,J: they "had to, pay double the
:' 0"1831, he was'admitted as a-life: ..>,-, JamesGIaY Bethune~in his~ac-:, boor basin. 1bC estimate for these involved with 'the Cobourg har-'.'amaunt of over £10,000 10 get
. ,'·lJ.1embcrof the Institute ofCivif· ~ live years~,wasa big owner of improvementsw~ £4,200~ ~ , ,boorand was the person to whom' ,poSsession.lIfI'>,i,: . '
',- Engineers. ofLondm..England." . harbour stock and the driving, .,.• :Nicol, Hugh Baird has become Bai~ finally reported. He'.was a . -.,~~... ,j:.:, ':.'--' G ':': • i' " ,:.' '(
._ ~,- Nicol's first:,Vim in Canada.. . forcebehind developmerits.At the' '~~quitCfamUiar'with the Cobourg dictator, a' self-opinionated,: arro-: ' ~poev CLIMO IS' A
~ was on the constr.uetionof the ' \'time of hisbanlauptey in 1835;, . harbour,'its disrepair, the move- gant. overbearlng type of person. HISTORIAN ~HO' LIVES·, .
RideaU:Canai. as clerk' of the:,..:; his holdings-went to owners li~~.- ,_,iDent:of'sandjnto.its basi~ and He ordered Baird to do ~ he WaS "WRITES FROM COLBORN£.
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