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“The 21st N. Y. Cavalry crossed the river at Ashby’s Gap;, in their advance, and very soon afterwards

came upon the enemy in force, in the woods, who opened a sharp fire upon them. They were not nearly
sufficient in number to withstand the attack and a retreat was ordered.
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At this time the captain of C Company was severely wounded and hIS horse ktlled anq the captam ' -
found himself unable to extricate himself from his tallen horse. Wlth the JuIIetsﬂymg around him, - -
Sergeant Dodds dismounted, disengaged his captain and assisted him onto hIS own horse which he e
also remounted. The enemy had meanwhile got around to the rear, angmaehpur hemfa_rrlved at the ford R,
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he found It already occupied. ° i E
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Undismayed by this circumstance he turned his horse along the bank unflt het:ér}feto'a favorable spot |

when he leaped his forse into the river and swam across under fire, reac mg th 'uTon lines insafety
with his captain, who afterwards recovered and rs ‘among those who testlhéd‘to‘t’he vyar depqrtmgnt aS —
to the incident. o . PR T A Y
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The evidence submitted shows that this is Itut,ode of manygoceasmns in w ﬂSe;geantflodtls it SN
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exhibited "distinguished gallantry in action," b(;xtﬁl'wnl only ;nehtlpn thetapt e was aftetf\y%rds _ I
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so severely wounded in the right arm that that nrie,mber hatho he tz;,tgtpu'taqftt}d' étt §houTtt.er Thts of - I
course, necessitated some time in hosmtal hutrt,pStead of askin: t’én,hts qlsehér" 3 ergeant Dodds 3
rejoined his command as soon as he was ablg‘toije S0, and ser ed until tjje_"tzlo§ of iwar when he |
was mustered out with his comrades.” 4y ) 4:,, ' ,.",‘tr";,'* - f" , . B
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Dodds received the United States' highest award far hravery durmg coni_b/g“ t the Medﬁt of Honor tor oh L f, |
his actions at Ashby’s Gap, Virginia on July 19, 1864 That award was ¢ R ed onJune 113 1§96 7}7..'.": g
'.‘; ' . '. - iyt ‘ -"‘ ‘.'-, \i‘
v : y ,(’.:\{ SERERT
. :3{“‘, ’(1' :
AR e




