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Both Vincent and Alice, but especially Alice,

played key roles in three war-time institutions

for Canadian officers. The largest was the

Beaver Club, a social club in London. The second B
was the smaller Officers’ Club in London, which s ‘“ B -
served lunch, normally presided over by Alice. BB EiEa L R ARk t E
The third was Garnons, a luxurious country house S ?%ttis__
for the recuperation of officers just released from % ﬁﬁ “ﬂfm
ospital. It was an arduous and stressful time

and, at one point, Vincent wrote to h
Raymond expressing concern that Al
exhausting labours were having a “c
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effect on her health.

In 1941 Vincent was appointed to the Board of Trustees of the British National Gallery and
Tate Gallery. In 1945 he was selected as chair of the National Gallery’s Board of: Trustees.

Alice serving soldiers in London ®

Following their return to Canada, Vincent continued to serve as a trustee of the Massey
Foundation and of the National Gallery of Canada. In 1948 he was selected as chair of the
Gallery’s Board of Trustees.

Two more challenges awaited him. The first came in 1949, when he was
asked by Prime Minister Louis St. Laurent to take the chairmanship of

“The Royal Cpmmlssmn on Natlonal Development in the Arts, Letters
and Smenceé , Whose purpose was to take stock of the entire range of
cuIturaIsresg. reesm Canada q

4;w y . /
Vincent and the tou other‘\Comm|s',345nér’s presented thelr report to the

Prime Mini téron‘JLnel 1'951 T’hetu‘as‘g majorlty of |ts recommendations
werelmpte?ngnted 'ncludllfgth‘e&ﬁto?timpertant one: the establishment
of an mdependent adequately»fm‘ar}ced “Caqada Counml”
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