The anti-submarine cabin
of the corvette HMCS Cobouryg,
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13 July 1944.
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HMCS COBOURG
AT HOME AND AT SEA
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Wednesday, May 24, 1944
was a perfect spring day
made particularly memorable
when HMCS Cobourg sailed
majestically into Cobourg
harbour on her official visit.

She was in transit to the
Atlantic to join the convoys
during WW II, but this was
to be a special celebration
before all that!

HMCS Cobourg visiting Cobourg - May 1944

With the Cobourg Kiltie band playing stirring airs and hundreds of admiring citizens on
hand, the Cobourg berthed that morning in the Inner Harbour, the scene throughout the

day of ceremonies and inspection tours. Mayor Burnet and members of the Town Council

were part of the welcoming committee. Veteran Captain Daniel Rooney and Lieutenant

Don McKinnon, RCNVR, from Cobourg accompanied the vessel from Toronto.

The officers and men were entertained royally and rumour has it that the ladies
auxiliary brought a piano down to the pier to serenade the crew. The citizens supplied

the ship with many items such as radios, sports equipment, victorolas, books, washing

machines, electric irons, toasters, hot plates, linens, musical instruments, windbreakers
and ditty bags.

The next day the Cobourg quietly slipped her berth and proceeded with the daunting
prospect of joining the Battle of the Atlantic.

BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC

Gordon Johnson, the Commanding Officer, was a lean and serious man with an oval,
boyish face topping his six-foot-six-inch frame. He was not a war-like man but he knew

how to play the deadly game. He had the precise mind of the chartered accountant that
he was, a fact he concealed from his seniors lest they assign him to some pay-branch job

ashore. He formally joined the Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve in the first days REFERENCE: ‘Corvette Cobourg’ by Tom Blakely,

of the war when he was 23. His rise to command of the Cobourg, was rapid after serving published by the Royal Canadian Legion, Cobourg Branch.
on Atlantic convoy duty aboard HMCS Caribou, HMCS Vegreville and HMCS Spikenard.
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