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AN OUNCER-PresentiDg..... ....... Kent Count)· 
1 Family Almanac. 

r ME-(FLORENTINE) 

l
' (In and fade back of announcer) . • 

OUNCER- Reftecting the rhythm and flo~ 
of . thia great Agricultural County and thosl! 
urroundhur lt.-.-comes Kent Countv Family 

.-. .. -"'-"!~Almanac---a prOgram changin~r as the com 

l 

munity changes ; alive with vi'Jid pictures of 
our towns, our cit ies, and our people. 
AJl\·th in~ and e\'erything t h ·t' happen~ her,• 
in 'this ;ich garden-land of Ontario il-l gri~~ 
for the mill of tht: AlmA·lac. 

T. .ME- (up h.- em!~ 

/ 

ANNOUNCER- This is chapter one. Kent Count~· 
Fu.nily Almanac-- a humble eifort to feel 
und interpret the spint and purpose of '' 
friendly progressive community. Here, eaeh 
week, chapter by chapter, we hope to 
chronicle the successes and tabulate the 
\·irtues of the people who populate Kent 
C'ounty. An Almanac, full of family affairs : 
big affa irs uua :mtali. " eav1ng weir da1ly pat 
tern of e\·ents. In other words, we ho~ to 
rt•ach out atop the William Pit t Hotel, and 
encompass those happenings which reflect 
the character of t his prosperous community. 
And- there will be musical pages on the Al
manac as welL Page one reveals;--

MUSlC-(Southcrn Roses) 

~~!tlJliDUNCER--W-tta write.. into the Alman&\: 
': recorda right !"ow that if you listen to thf' 

Almanac, you will know your neighbon 
better ; For that's to be our slogan here · 
on this weekly citizens convention. Tonight, 
on its opening program. Kent County Family 
Almanac saluteJS the town of Walla.ceburg
with ite inland deep water port, ita thrivinJ( 
industries, situated in the finest agricultun\l 
district of Canada. 

We had hoped to present to you, Mayor 
Ashton Lillie,- but unfortunately Mayor 
Lillie haa been called out of town. We havt! 
in our atudio to represent him and the citizen~ 
of Wallaceburg-Reeve George Frye-a man 
who needa no further introduction. 

~NNOUNCER-Reeve Frye just why is Wallace
~":ft burg ca11ed Canada'S' inhmd Deep Water 

town? 

REEVE .F'RYE-Bccuuse Wnllaceburg has direct 
connection with the Great Lakes Waterway 
The town is situated at the junction of the 
Sydenham River and the Ohanel Escarts- · 
better known as the Snye Both these s trearn:i 
serve directly a l!'l the connecting channel to 
the St. Clair River, the world's &Te&tel!'lt 
waterway. 

ANNOUNCER- In other word~. the big lake 
freighters ~sing up and down the St. Clair, 
travel through thf' channel to Wallaceburp 
to rece1v«> and unload their cargoes. 

REEVE FRYE-Yes-that is r !ght. Naturall.;-, 
those veMell'l have to tum to m.Alr~ Hu•ir trip 
back. The turning lJ.&Sin t~ il uateri in the 
centre of thP town, cAn accommodate \'esse!~ 
with draughts up to J9 f«>et The longest 
vessel known to turn in the turning basin 

· is recorded as being 315 feet long. 

ANNOUNCER- Well,-that is worth remember
ing. Many larsre cit ies must envy Wallact>
burg with itt~ fine waterway. Now, tell us 
something .&bou ~ \Ya!!acebu1 ~. Jl.-i :ai. fo;ry, 
and its people. 

FRYE-That's a pretty large order. I'll have to 
go way back amd I can only quote from memory 

and what I have read. 

ANNOUNCER-That 's fine. For instance, when 
did Wallaceburg become a town? 

FRYE-In 1896. The first mayor wu J . W. 
St.ain.hoiT, kooMt t o t h C' old t itr;"i"ll &I' ''Ca11'' 
Steinhoff. Then followed Charles Chubb, I 
believe, D. A. Gordon, W. A. Heath and other11 
I don' t remember at the moment. 

ANNOUNCER-Before that! Was Wallaceburg 
a thriving village? 

FRYE-Yes, it was. In 1874, Wallaceburg was 
incorporated as a village. And on the 18th of 
January of that year t he village council held 
its first meeting. It might be interesting to 
many who do not know that by 1882, the vii

' laa-e had a popula tion of 16-hundred and 26, 
with an aaaessment amounting to 180-thou."
and dollars. Today, the population ia 58-hun
dred with an assesament totalling two million. 
900-hundred thousand dollars. 

ANNOUNC~And still thriving, I'll wager. 
Now I Can you tell us something about the 
first s~ttlers around Wallttceburg ? 
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FRYE-Say, I'm not t hat old! But let me think . 
--I remember reading somewht•rc that back 
in 1822, a pioneer by the name of Laughlin 
McDougall came to Sombra town::;hip and 
settled on land fronting what is known now 
as Wallace street. 

ANNOUNCER-What happened then ? 

FRYF...---McDougall, it seems, was a buildct'. 
Sort of contractor, I guess. He built several 
log houses among them" large building which 
Herved as an Indian Trad ing ~ton', a tavern. 
and his own home. Then he built tw CJ 
schooners---"The Wallace" and "The Selkirk." 
They were the first vessels of the once fa
mous Baldoon fleet. Along in the late '50'R. 
McDougall's big house was burned to th" 
ground-but he rebuilt. Today, Miss Frieda 
McDougall, a descendant, has a house on thi! 
same site. 

ANNOUNCER-S-a-s-a-y! This IS interesting. 
Goon. 

FRYI<;-About the time McDougal: : ettlcd in the 
township, another pioneer, Hugh McCallum, 
by name, arrived. He erected a large build
ing and kept ~tore for a numb<>r of years. In 
1835, he built one of the first f• arne buildingi 
in the settlement, and turned to school teach
ing, and kept post office. It was Hugh Mc
Callum who gave Wallaceburg its name. 

~ ANNOUNCER-Oh, I see. Then Wallaceburg had 
another name before it was· incorporated as 
a village? 

FRYE-.Yes Someone had named the settlement 
"The Forks," because it was at the junction 
of the two rivers. A family by the name 
of Wallace settled along the trail which af
ter became known as Wallace ::;treet. Mc
Callum named the place Wallaceburg when 
he beeame the first postmaster. 

ANNOUNCER-That's interesting. Could you 
give us the names of some of those first set
tlers? - - , ..... "' :,..····· ~,.. .... 

FRYE-W-e-e-ll. I remember the old timeu 
speak of the Hays, the Beatties, Forhans, 
Steinhotrs, Frascrs, McDonalds, Scotts, Got·
dons--not forgetting the J ohnsons, Little£', 
Lillies, Clancys, Pattersons and a host of 
others. 

ANNOUNCER-All these pioneers had homes, oC 
course. Any of these buildings still stand
in~? 

FRYE-N~. I don't think so. But here's an 
interesting note. Along in 1888, a James 
Henderson came to the community. He 
tau~ht school and !or a while kept a board
iRI' house. The building' he occupied was 
later moved to what is kn.own M the corner 
of Duncan and Elizabeth streets and 'Y88 one 
of the oldest buildings in town. It was torn 
down only a few years ago. 

ANNOUNCER- As the betllcment grew, 1 i liP · 
pose other ins ti t utions Lnd bus ine!'.scs be).:'an 
to make their appearance. 

FRYE-Oh yes. Sometime in the late '30'!' a 
church waM built known as the Wesltnm 
Methodis t Church. Then, in 1846, the villHl' t' 
wal4 mad<' a port of (•ntry and boastro uf a 
CU!'>tom houxc under the supervision of Coi•HWI 
Bell. 

ANNOUNCER- Tell us something about tht iu
duHtrit>s in those days. 

FRYE-Lumbcl'ing was the big t hing in tho:-.1• 
days. There W<' re five sawmilJs in the to\\ n 
along in the eighties, and the Gordon-Stien
hotf cooperage plant was one of the larg~~t 
of its kind. As the pioneers saw the land he 

z. 

ing cleared and timber disappeared the~ 
turned their attention to other interests. To- · 
day, there are at least 18 to 20 plants, all in 
operation. • •.• . •• - - -' -

ANNOUNCER- How about naming some of 
them? 

FRYE-We han• the Dominion Glas:; ComJ)3 11~· 
---Wallaceburg Brass Company- -Schultz-Di1 
Cas ting Company of Canada--Greenmclk nt 
Canada-- Canada and Dominion Sugar Com
pany--H. J. Heinz Company---Snlcnha"t 
Trading Company--Gordon Fox Products . . 
and a new industry, the Pressure Cooh<>r. 

ANNOUNCER-All thege plants employ Wnllact>
burg people? 

FRYE-Sure thing. In addition. there is thl' 
Hawken .Milling Company, Benn Cast Ir01. 
Company, Consolidated Lumber Companie . . 
Limited-- D. and W. Lumber Company---Bnb · 
cock Supply Company, Earl Lindsay and Son:i 
--the Lambton-Kent Creamery and McGn •
gor's Dairy 

ANNOUNCER-Well, I must say that is some list . 

FRYE--These firms employ hundreds of workcl'l' 
and the payrolls sro to the purchase of farn, 
produce, thus keeping Kent County money 
right in the heart of the finest agricultural 
district in Canada. 

' 
ANNOUNCER-An excellent idea. What elst 

can you tell us of Wallaceburg? 

FRY~I could say we have five parks--two pub
lic schools--two high schools-two separat~ 
schools-also five churches, besides the Sal
vation Army and the Community Tabernaclt!. 

ANNOUNCER-What about the newspapers ? 
They are always an eMential need in even• 
community. · . ' 

FRYE--Yes-we have the News, published by thn 
. Colwell Brothers-George and Charlie. The" 

have published a peper in Wallaceburg weil 
nigh onto fifty years. • 

' 
ANNOUNCER- Think of the amount of type 

they have set in that time. And now, Reeve 

---~-~---~------------~--~--



frye, as the Almanac'!! fir:;t 'isitor. you IHH''' 
1ct n record for others to follow. I hopt•, later 

e I on, that you will join u~ again and h.•ll u..; 
:pore of the town of Wallaccbm·~. Than!, 
.Jou \'Crv much for comin" and good night. I . ~ 

FRYE--Thunk you. I am proud to have been 
m the opening program of Krnt County F~tlll· 
1ly Almanac. 

ANNOUNCER-lt'lt time now, folhs, to turn nn
dtJwr musical page on 1 he Almnnac and W•' 

hem·: 

l\1U. JIC-"ThNc·~"~ u Long, Long Tra1l." 

AN OUNCER- Now it's Welcome Home time on 
he Almanac. This will be a regular weekly 

feature of our program. Kent County :F'am~ 
ily Almanac welcomes back f rom overseas 
hree of Kent County's fighting sons; 

0 1\IE HOME-Pilot Officer Wilft-ed J. 
<>lley, brother of Mrs . Vincent Ryan, of H 

P opla r Street, Chatham. Pilot Officer Kell<>y 
ha. completed 31 operational trips OHr en~ 

J
emy occupied territory. · 

WE jCO.M E HOME-C.orporal Bruct> Camp, son of 
1\lr. and Mr~. E. Camp, 244 Selkirk Street. 
Chatham . Corporal Camp has had five yea1·s 
overseas and has served in the campaigns of 
Sicily and Italy. 

- WELCOME HOME-Sergeant Ken Colwell of the 
RCAF, son of William Colwell, Wnllaceburg. 
Sc rgeant Colwell has had four years' servic.! 
in England and on t he continent. 

And here's a musical selection in honor vf 
our young heroes. 

MUSIC-"Col. Bogey March." 

ANNOUNCER-(on the fade)-We have in our 
s t udio another speaker , a man you all know. 
Fourteen years Reeve of Bothwell and prior 
to that, five years on t he t own council, h£>--

ELLWOOD--J--us t a minute; This is not a 
build-up for Wes. Ellwood. This-

- ANNbUNCER-Come. i~ Warden Elh;ood~ Folks 
Warden Ellwood is modest ; he doesn't want 
to talk about himself. He is h <'re to t ell us 
about Kent County. Go ahead, Warden Ell~ 
wood. 

ELLWOOD-There is plenty to be told of Kent 
County. Kent has probably one of the most 
his torical backgrounds of any county in the 

· province. And Kent, with its three surround~ 
ing counties can rightly be called "The Gar-

1 den of Western Ontario." 

ANNOUNCER-I fresume you .are referring to 
its agrieuJtura aetivlties! 

EllWOOD-That's right. The land in Kent 
. }t"» County ia s uitable {or JlDY crop the fam1cr 
J wants to put in. 

ANNOUNCER-For inatance--

·-·-·---~· 

... 

ELL WOOD-Tobacco and sugar beets arc the 
principle and most profitable crops. But toma~ 
toes, corn, beans and all g ram crops ar!! 
grown~-~also fruit of nil kinds, canning crop. 
pretty twar everything . 

ANNOUNCER-And the farmers

ELLWOOD-The b<'!it in the country. Right here 
in Kent County they are really agricultuml 
experts. We are proud of our fanns in Kent. 

ANNOUNCER- That's fine. ' I am sure listctwrs 
to the K~nt County Famtly Almanac will lw 
glad to hear you say that. 

ELLWOOD-And here I would hke to take th,. 
opportunity of commendinsr this new pro~ 
gram over CFCO. Much has been said and 
written about Kent County and our citizen~ 
but ne,·cr--to my knowledge-has anythimi 
been said O\'er the radio. I am sure in a 
s hort time you wfll have hundred.s-~~ye.:~, 
thousands of listeners. 1- for one-will he 
listening every Thursday nigh t. 

Al'KOUNCER- Thank you, Warden Ellwood. It's 
been grand having you with us. And now, 
neighbors, having told you the story of \Val~ 
laceburg, Kent County Family Almanae 
leaves the ail· to return next Thursday, same 
hour. Next week, we hope to bring you 
some interesting notes from the Kent His
torical Society and t he Chatham~Kent Mu~ 
seum. And by the way, the Historical So
ciety is holding a meeting tomorrow night 
(Friday the 16th) in the Collegiate Institute. 
You are invited. 

At this time, Kent County Family Almanac 
is happy to ·•xtentl greetings to Mr. and Mrs. 
Edward Horning of 117 William Street, Chat
ham, who on Tuesday celebrated their 6Ist 
wedding anmversary. 1\l r. and .Mrs. Horn
ing are truly pioneers of Kent county--both 
having come to Kent when quite young. For 
man~· years they resided .at Dresden and 
Jater moved to Chatham where they have 
resided 35 years. Mr. Horning will be 91 
in December ; Mrs. Horntng i:i 82. l\'luny 
happy returns Mr-. and Mrs. Horning 
~-may we have you on our Almanac program 
next year. 

Congratulations also to Mr. and Mrs. Fred 
Lucier of Sombra township, and formerly of 
Wallncebur~r, who on Sunday last observed 
their golden wedding anniversary. Both 
have resided in and around Wallaceburg a ll 
t heir lives. An orchid to you,-Mr. and Mrs·. 
Lucier. 

Meanwhile, here's a thought for the day ; 

THE MAN WHO SAYS IUS HOME TOWN 
IS TOO SMALL FOR HIM . .. IS USUALLY 
TOO SMALL FOR HIS HOME TOWN. So 
long, friends and neia-hbora, and lots of good 
luck. Till Thursday, keep smiling. 

THEME-(in to end). ~- ....-

------~--------~~-------

. . 
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ANNOUNCER-Presenting "KENT COUNTY 
FAMILY ALMANAC." 

THEME-"FLORENTINE." 
(In and fade back of announcer) . 

ANNOUNCER- Reflecting the rhythm and flow 
or t hls Rre&t agrtcoltural oounty and-ttro:~t

surrounding it-comes KENT COUNTY 
FAMILY ALMANAC .••• A program that 
changes as the community changes; alive 

•• with vivid pictures of our towns, our cities 
and our j>oople. Anythmg and everything 
that happens in this rich garden-land of On
tario is grist for the mill of the Almanac. 

THEME-(Up to end) . 
~ . . . 

' ~OUNCER-This is Chapter Two, Kent 
County Fa mily Almanac ..• and, as we turn 
the pages, "e see before us stories of our 

''l pioneers-our parents and our grand-parents. 
·Stor ies of events that happened many years 

· , ago along Kent County trails,-many of 
.. ~ ~ whieh have been forgotten even by the oldest 

· settler. It is our hope to revive many of 
these stories on the Almanac program but 
because our time is limited we can only re-

. mind you of.a few tonight. We have in our 
~· • studio a visitor. who will recall some of these 

'• . .events-but before we hear from him let us 
• ~ 1 turn , to a musical' selectio'D-()ne you all 

:- lillow-: . .... -· - ,... - -

MuSIC--"NEW LIFE." 

ANNOUNCER-Just before we hear tonight's 
story from the records of the Kent Historical 

, Society, let us weJcome home aeveral mem
, · . · hers of the anned forces who have returned 

/ i from .overseas recently. We have with ua this 
., ·" evening, one of these men- Private Jack 
, }Iulse, son of Mrs. Ethel Bulae, of 46 Degge 

• >\l"' .Street . .. Private Hulse .is recuperating, from 
• 9~. wounds received in France laat year and is at 

present travelli.na' back and forth from his 
home in Chatham to hospital at London. 

, ') 1 Private Hulse-welcome back. We are all 
w · friends here tonight so · you won't mind if I 
wi , caQ ·you Jack1 ~n •• :~~.~U ... - .• 4.! ..... .l 

UULS~o r ight ahe~:-Tbat;s my name. 

ANNOUNCER-Fine. Now Jack, how does it 
feel to be home after two years and a half 
overseaa? 

HULSE-It's good to be back in Canada again
but did you know I was followed? 

ANNOUNCER-Followed 7 Oh. I &ee. Then the 
little lady here with us is Mn~. Hulse? 

HULSE-Yes, we were married last November 
after I was returned to England from France. 

ANNOUNCER- W-e-e-ll. Bride and groom, eh! 
Jack, I'll have a word with you in ju.st a min
ute but first let us welcome 1\Irs IIulse to 
Chatham and Kent County. Just how do you 
like Canada so far, Mrs. Hulse? 

·MRs. HULSE--I think I am going to like Canada 
. very much. I have heard so much about 

' · · Chatham and the country near hy that I am 
anilously waiting for the snow to go so we 
can get around more. 

ANNOUNCER-Tell us. From what you have 
seen-does it look anything like the country

.·• side in England? 

MRS. HULSE-I have only been here a week but 
the little I have seen is something like my 

• · . own home around Birmingham. . . 
ANNOUNCER-Birmingham. Is that where you 

1:'1'Di~:.!.;; - ~ . ~""ld., . - - . .. ~ 

' MRS. BULSE-Yes.. Jack came to Birnungham 
· on leave in 1942- the same year he anived 
· . . ov~rseu. After he was wounded and while 
;~ in hospital in England, he obtained leave to 

get married. Jack was in a wheel-eba.ir at 
, ,• i the time. · 

·ANNOUNCER-Married in a wheel-cbairJ Well, 
this ts something but I'll bet it was a happy 
occasion anyway. What were you doing when 
yoU xnet Jack? · 

• 0 •• 

I 

·MRS. HULS.E-I was a welder irr a tank factory 
: -.;,; ·ln Birmingham for three yean hot now I am 

· · goina' to stick strictly to housekeeping. 
If .., o # 

ANNOUNCER-Spoken like a. true woman. Mrs. 
Hulse. Chatham and Kent County welcomes 

~ . yo~ and ~e hope you will enjoy living among 

--~---··---"--:..-.-~ ·---~.._,.-·----~ .. __ -----~----------~----



us. Thank you and again welcome, Mrs. 
Hulse. 

And now, J ack, I notice you are still suffering 
from the effecta of those wounds. Can you 
tell us how it happened? 

JACK HULSE-I went into France 14 days after 
D-Day as a machine gunner. On September 
19, 1 was convoying an ammunition truck 
ncar Boulogne when a German 88-shell 
landed near us. I got it in both legs. 

ANNOUNCER-Anybody with you at the time? 

JACK HULSE-Yes, Albert Andrews, whose 
mother lives on Poplar Street was in the con
voy. He got oft' without a scratch. Later, I 
mel Herman Geroux also from Chatham. 

ANNOUNCER-That's interesting. I hope the 
mothers of those boys are listening in. 
Thank you very much for being with us ~ 
night, J ack. And again welcome home. -Also WELCOME HOME to Flight-Lieutenant 
Clark Noyes, son of Mrs. W. Nove.,., of 89 
Prince Street North. Chatham. Flight-Lieu
tenant Noyes has had almost four years 
overseas service out of England, Malta and 
the Persian Gulf. A welcome home also to 
h is wife, Helen Noyes, who was a captain 
in the South African Military Nursing Sis
ters. Her home is at Rollo ~ay West, Prince 
Edward Island. Both returned to Chatham 
over the week-end. And WELCOME HOME 
to Craftman Bill Cleaveland of 43 Taylor 
A venue, Ohatham. He has been ovenseu 
since September, 1941. And now, friends, 
here's a salute to our ret urned members of 
the armed forces: 

MUSIC-"The Globe Trotter". 

ANNOUNCER - (on the fade) -Ladies and 
Gentlemen. From coast to coast across Can
ada. thia week is being observed by 160,000 
Boy Scouts and Girl Guides as Boy Scout
Girl Guide week. Kent County l<~amily Al
manac is happy to bring to its CFCO micro
phone, Mrs. H. E. Grosch, newly elected pre
llident of the Chatham Girl Guide Assoc~ 
tion. 

Mrs. Grosch, if my memory serves me right 
-hasn't it always been Boy Scout week in 
other years-and not Scout-Guide week 1 

MRS. GROSCH-Yee, that ia so. But Scou~ and 
Guidee belong to brother-eister organization. 
Both were founded by Lord Baden-Powell; 

• . , both undertake the same type of tralning; 
both subscribe to the same Promfee, and 
both have the BGl& ten laws. It w~ felt 

• that the purpose of the two organb;ations 
could be brought to public attention in the 

-:~ same week, instead of 8eparate weeb. 
__ ..... _ ,A., 

5 

ANNOUNCER-By the way, isn't the week aJ. 
ways planned to include, as it does thi& week, 
the birthday of Lord Baden-Powell 1 1 \ 4(' 

MRS. GROSCH-Yes. And it may interest many 
to know that his birthday, February 22, 
which is today, also happens to be the birth
day of Lady Baden-Powell, who is Chief 
Guide o! the world. This day is also cele
brated throughout the United States of 
America as the birthday anniversary of 
George Washington, the Father of hi& Coun
try. 

ANNOUNCER-Is &outing making progress in 
Canada, Mrs. Grosch 1 

MRS. GROSCH-Most decidedly. The census 
taken last October shows an increase in mem
bership in the past year of more than 6,000. 
The Girl Guides are also above last year. 

ANNOUNCER-And is the 8allle increase shown 
in &outing elsewhere? 

• 
MRS GROSCH-Yes, it is. The Bov &outs of 

America have reached a membership of 
1,750,000-the largest in their history. In 
Canada,-there are approximately 93,000 
Bov &out!'! while membership in the Girl 
Guides and Brownies total around 67,000. 

ANNOUNCER-I'm wre our listener! will be in 
terested in h earing that. Is there any oth 
thing you would like to mention! 

MRS. GROSCH-Yes, there is. There is a defin
ite shortage of leaders in Chatham and Kent 
County in the Girl Guide and Brownie move
ment. Now Guides must be given the knowl
edge they need to pass it on to the children 
and without these leaders, new Guide and 
Brownie companies cannot be fonned. We 
are appealing to women interested in girl's 
work to volunteer. They will be specially 
trained in leadership in these movemen~. 
f unds, too, are urgently needed to keep up 
this great work. Donations are being re
ceived at mY home, 158 Victoria Avenue, 
and at the home of Mrs. 0 . A. Harper, 45 
Sixth Street. Your donations will be grate-
f ully received. · 

ANNOUNCER-I am sure there must be many 
who would be willing to take up t his excellent 
work and I hope you reach your objective. 
Thank you, Mrs. Grosch, and good-night. And 
now a salute to Boy Scout and Girl Guide 
week. We bear at this thne---"High School 
Cadeta''-and our ~torical Society speaker 
will follow immediately. 

ANNOUNCER-In hia search for material on 
Kent County's Historical past, your Almanac. 
writer naturally turned to the Kent Historical 
Society. There,-be found a group of ener
getic cltize118 endeavoring to 'keep before us 



··.those picturesque scenes of a century or more 
ago. Traeing back, your Aimnnac writer 
found that preliminary steps to form a so
ciety were taken in August, 1912, and,-a 
month later, the society was formally 
launched. But let our visitors resume the 
story from here on. Neighbours-meet Mr. 
J. F. Fletcher, President of the Kent Histori
cal Society, known to most of you as Treas
urer of Kent County. 

ANNOUNCER-Mr. F1etcher, who were the offi
cers of the Historical Society back in 1913? 

FLETCHER--J'. R. Gemmill, who was sheriff of 
Kent County then, was the honorary presi
dent and Dr. T. K. Holmes was president. 
Both of these men have passed on but credit 
must be given them for the start of the His
torjcal Society in Kent. To continue, Harry 

.COllins and Mrs. J . Coutts were viee-pre&i
dents; W. N. Sexsmith was secretary; H. A. 
Dean, treasurer, and J . W. Plewes the cura
tor. 

ANNOUNCER-And did the Society flourish? 

FLETCHER-Y£s, it did. The following year, in 
September, 1913, Chatham was honoured in 
being chosen as the meeting place of the On
tario Historical Society for its 14th annual 
convention. Citizen.s of Kent County and 
Chatham co-operated most heartily and the 

r } local Society benefitted greatly as a result of 
the convention. 

' ANNOUNCER-After the convention, I suppose 
the society began to gather material for its 
books and records. 

FLETCHER- Yes, and it must have been a prob
lem_ We are told that in 1812, the popula
tion of Ontario did not exceed 75-thousand 
people, and,-in what is now Kent County 
there were probably not more than 20 fa.m
iliee. 

ANNOUNCER-W-e--l-l, Kent County HAS made 
progress. Can you ten us something about 
the pioneers of those days? 

FLETCHER-Dr. T. K. Holmes, in one of his 
papers on pioneer life in Kent County, tells 
us that in 1796, his grandfather, Hugh 
Holmes settled on the first concession of Har
wich. There,-Dr. Holmee' father was born 
-the first white child in Kent. His father 
fanned until he retired to live in Chatham, 
where he died in 1890-at the age of 9(. 

ANNOUNCER-A grand old pioneer, too. Were 
there any interesting events in those days t 

FLETCHER-Many l- FQl' instance, Dr. Holmes, 
in the paper I just spoke of, says that hia 

_ .. father when he was 16 years, saw the eele.. 
brated Indian Chief, Tecumseh, on the banb 
of the River Thames. 

-----~------~----------J 
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ANNOUNCER-Tecumseh, eh! That sounds like 
a story. I remember reading in my history 
book something about TecumS~eh. Can you 
recall anything about that story from your 
h~torical records? 

FLETCHER-The story of Tecumseh would make 
a book in it<Jelf. But-briefly, Tecumseh and 
his band of Indians, after various warrior 
successes across the border, reached Canada 
where he offered his services to the British. 
Tecumseh hus often declared that if the Brit
ish won tJu\t ~truggle the peace treaty would 
be secure for the Indians and their rights. 

ANNOUNCER- We'll hear more about that in a 
minute. But just before we go into the story 
of Tecumseh and his relation to Kent County 
and Chatham, our Almanac page turns and 
we hear: 

MUSIC-Peter Lawson singing "Song of th<' 
Brave." 

ANNOUNCER- And now Mr. Fletcher-we· are 
told that Tecumseh Park here in Chatham 
got its name from that great Indian Chief. 
Has that anything to do with the story? 

FLETCHER- Indeed it has. On October, 1st 
1813, General Proctor and his army who 
were retreating before lhe invaders reached 
a point known as Dolsen's, which was five 
miles from Chatham. Tecumseh insisted that 
a stand be made and the site he selected is 
today known as Tecumseh Park, right in the 
heart of the city. But-Proctor, who at flrst 
agreed, continued to retreat and Tecumseh, 
bitterly disappointed, held the bridge be
tween Chatham and Arnold's Mill until tbe 
he8vy guns of the oncoming Americans drove 
them from their position.s. 

ANNOUNCER-And just where did they make 
their stand'! 

FLETCHER-At Moraviantown. Tecumseh and 
his remaining Indiane caught up with the 
fleeing British and again he insisted that a 
stand be made. Two lines of defense were 
drawn up. Proctor and his st-aff behind the 
second line. When the Americans appeared, 
the British after flring one or two volleys, 
broke and fled. Proctor made no attempt 
to rally his men and joined in the flight. 

ANNOUNCER-And what happened to Tecum
seh? 

FLETCHER-History tells u.s that for a time the 
Indians-left alone-held their ground. bat 
were gradually forced to give way in the 
face of great odds. Tecumseh. who oontinued 
to encourage his bravee, waa wo11nded three 
times and fell. Finally, his men sought shel
ter in the woods,-taking with them the body 
of their Chief. 

_,._......~ '"' ·- ...... ·· --~-



ANNOUNCER-There -seoots to have been some 
· doubt as to where Tecumseh was buried. Can 
: · you tell us? 

FLETCHER-No one seems to know. For a long 
time it was said Tecumseh was only wounded 
and he would return to lead his people. But 
---his death in battle seems certain for he 
vanished in a haze of mystery. Even to
day his grave is unknown. On the battlefield 
where he fell, citizens of Tharnesville, headed 
by the late Roy Abraham, erected a simple 
monument in his memory. 

ANNOUNCER-And that monument marks NOT 
only the fall of a great Chieftan, but it marks 
forever the passing of the Indian race from 
national significance. Thank you very much, 
Mr. F1etcher. Your remarks have been very 
interesting. There must be many other 
things that can be told from the records of 
the Kent Historical Society. 

ANNOUNCER-For instance, the story of John 
Brown-a man who sought to revise the con
stitution of the United States in the interests 
of the coloured race,-who, on April 1, 1859 
spent the night in Chatham in a house, part 
of which is still standing on Adelaide Street, 
near the C.P.R. Station. And there will be 
other stori~. too--the story of the Caledonia. 
Settlement in Chatham Township when we 
will hear of such pioneers as the Simpsons, 
the Graha.ms, the McVicars, the McTavishs, 
--the McKays , the Forsyths and the Mc
Kerra.Jis And we shall head the story of 
Lord Selkirk's Baldoon Settlement-the old 
Log School House and the Birth of Chatham. 
Let Kent ~ounty Family Almanac, at this 
time pay tribute to that small group of citiz.. 

en~-c!ficer&J o! the Historical Society-who 
are doing so much to keep vivid those tales 
~~q~ r 

ANNOUNCER~ust bc!ore you go, Mr. F1etcher \.. 
-tell us the names of the present officers of 
the Kent HiAtorical Society. 

FLETCHER-Or. John Dearness, o! London, and 
Dr J . W. Mustard, of Chatham, are the hon
orary presidents. I have the honour ot beng 
prc~ident; for vice-presidents, we ha\'e S. B. 
Arnold, Dr. C. C. Bell and Dave Arnott-the 
secretary is Dr. Effie Milner and Walter 
Watts is the treasurer. 

ANNOUNCER-Thank you again, Mr. Fletcher. 
Some day we will call again on Kent Hi8torl
cal Society !or more interesting stories for 
our Almanac. 

And thus Chapter Two of our Almanac comes 
to a close. Kent County Family Almanac 
now leaves the air to return next Thursday, 
same time, when we plan to bring you the 
story of the Chatham Kent Museum. So 
long neighbours, and lots of luck. Till Thurs
day keep smiling-won't you. 

TIIEME-

ANNOUNCER-(on the fade)-Copies of this 
program may be obtained without cost b 
writing this station. Address your letters 
Kent County Family Alrrumac, CFCO, Chat. 
ham, Ontario. The supply is limited and 
copies will be mailed in the order in which 
they are received. Good night, all. 

THEME-(Up to the end.) ".:-. ·. 
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CIIAr>TE R FOUH 

REPRINT OF BROADCA ST OVER CFCO 

Thursday, March 8th, 1945. 

Chatham, Ontario 

ANNOUNCER-Presenting "KENT OOUNTY 
FAMILY ALMANAC.'' 

THEME-(in and fade back of announcer) . 

ANNOUNCER-Reflecting the rhythm and flow 
of th is great agricultural county and tho e 
surrounding it~mes Kent County Family 
Almanac-A program that ch&nges as the 
community changes ; alive with vivid pictures 
of our towns, our cit ies and our people. Any-
thing and everything that happens in this 
rich garden-land of Ontario is grist for the 
mill of the Almanac. 

THEME-(up to end) . 

ANNOUNCER-Good evening, friends-This is 
Chapter Four of your Family Almanac. To
night we will tell you about t~e town of J?res
den and its three surroundmg townshJpe
Camden, Dawn and Chatham. Here, also-
is a dramatic story by one of Kent County's 
own sons-how blood plasma saved his life 
on the battlefield in Italy. A nurse from t he 
blood donor 's clinic will present a picture as 
she sees it and you will hear a message from 
the Red Cross.-In conclusion we have a 
thrilling incident that will interest the folks 
in Harwich Township. We feel-you are go
ing to like this chapter. 

THEME--(up to end). 

ANNOUNCER-Pale one of your Almanac is a 
Welcome Home• to eenral boys who 1'6-
turned from overseas recently. Our list is 
not a long one but more wiJJ be r eturning 
soon and we hope to add their names 
to our column each week. And by-the-way, 
folks, You can help welcome back these boys 
-when one, whom you know, return8 to Kent 
County, Jet the Almanac know about it and 
we will be glad to record his name on our 
pages. 
Welcome to Private Floyd Hooper, frivate 
Rowland Hooper and Sergt.-Major Nonnan 
Willmott. all of Dreeden; Private Jack Knight 
of Camden Town~~ hip; Private Willard Smith, 
Dresden; Sapper Harry Kyle, Dresden; and 
Flying Officer NeD W~e, Dresden; LAC. 
Don Hunter, Lome Avenue, Cltatham: and 
Warrant Officer Fred O'Neill, RCAF, Rida"e- , 
town. · ~· - •.. ...___ · · · - · ~ · 

And now for our musical number: we hear 
Maurice Elwin, baritone, singing "Somewhere 
a Voice is Calling.'' 

ANNOUNCER-This IS your Almanac announcer 
again. In our studio at this time are three 
guestS. Each one has an important message 
-you will be interested. Lfsten; (note to 
announcer and engineer-while next two 
speakers are talking organ music continue 
softly "Somt>whcre a Voice is CaUing.'' ) 

MISS SALMON-My name is Constance Salmon 
I am a registered nur c. Many li tening to
night know me as an industrial nurse and 
through meeting me at the Chatham Blood · 
Donor Clinic. Since ita inception a few 
months ago, many persona have donated 
blood-many several times. I have given 
blood ten times ; enough now to save the life 
of one soldier Our blood has been processed in-
to life-saving treatment and has saved the 
lives of h undreds of our heroic boys overseas. 
I realize the need and despite every effort 
of the local committee, many of our citizens 
have not heeded the one way they can save 
a life-perhaps the life of one of your own 
immediate family. 
:Many of our boys invalided home from the 
battlefields of Europe and Italy-testify to 
Ute fact that blood plasma was the main f ac
tor in their being alive today. I am told that 
medical experience in this war lw!J brought 

· three great advances in savin" liveb-th~ 
first,-is blood plasma. A great push is now 
going on in Europe. Our boys still fighting 
overseas for us,- if wounded,- will r equire 
large quant ities of blood plasma. Won't YOU 
come to our clinic, or go to any other clinic, 
and give a small por tion of your blood,
which nature quickly replaces,- for this di
vine purpose. 
Be a blood donor and save a life-remember, 
many of our young men have given their 
life's blood on the field of battle for you. 

G. McDADE-This is Private George McDade 
speaking. I am known to most of you in 
Chatham and vicinity as "Mickey.'' Wbat 
Nurse Salmon has just said is true. Believe: 
me, I KNOW. I don't want to exploit m·y-own 
activities in Italy, but I DO want to plead 
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to you for more BLOOD Pla!lma.-BLOOD 
PLASMA SAVED MY LIFE. 
My experience at the front. was similar to 
that of thousands of others. While ti~hting 
with the British 8th Army on the Italian 
f ront, north of Ortona,-1 was wounded 
twice on the $ame day,-once in lhe right 
hand, and, while making my way back to a 
first aid post, received a severe wound in the 
left thigh. 
Picked up uy :;trelcher b<>arers, I was taken 
t.o a regimental aid post. and while there was 
given my first Blood Plasma. While in a 
semi-uncon:;cious condition I remember some
one saying. "Do you think it's worth while"? 
Somebody replied--"We can try it." Blood 
was injected into my left arm and later, I 
fa intly reme:mber someone saying: "Look, 
color is coming back to his lips." A doctor, 
I believe it was, leaned over me and said, 
"McDade, you're going to ge all right now"
Tbose words made me realize that I had a 
chance to live. Blood plasma had saved an
other life--MINE. 

You can readily understand why I take off 
my hat to t he Blood Donor Clinics and the 
RED CROSS 

The blood which has already been given has 
sa ved t housands like myself. Don't turn a deaf 
ear to my plea, because, more and more 
Blood is still needed. Let me relate another 
instance. Bob O'Bright, o( Woodstock, On
tar io, was wounded the same day I received 
my packets. We were pals and I didn't know 
he had been wounded until we met a few 
weeks later in Hospital. Bob had several 
wounds on his right shoulder, neck and hip. 
Bob O'Bright would not be alive to-day, if it 
had not been for Blood Plasma. The blood 
you are giving, is not kept, (as some people 
think), in England or far behind the front 
line. It goes r ight up to within a mile of 
the fighting and is administered to the 
wounded as soon as they are brought back 
to the First Aid Post.-In many cases, only a 
~ew minutes afte~ they are bit. In my case, 
tt was flfteen mmutes· after I received my 
second wound. The second, blood plasma 
~ansfu~ion, was made at the casualty clear
mg station, and the third, was administered 
at the Base Hospital. The blood that saved 
my life, might have come from right here 
in Chatham or Kent County-If I knew the 
donors, I would thank them personally. 

I sincerely hope thia broadcast will be the 
means of sending new donors to the Blood 
Clinic. Then they will treasure an their life 
the satisfying knowiedge that their blood 
saved the l~e of one of those boys over there, 
who are domg such a grand job. 

I 

And now may I say something about eipr
~ttes and parcels. Keep those cigarettes mov
mg; t he boys need them and appreciate 

them; wrilt• often, send snapshots of the 
folks back home. You have no idea what it is 
like to hear a word from home. For instance, 
let me tell you of something that happened 
in a canteen in England, a few weekg ago. 
The radio in the canteen fiigncd ofT their pro
gramme to the civilian~. and transft•rred 
over Lo the programme for the forces. The 
selection, "0 Canada", opened up the pro
gramme and to my amazt.:mcnt came the 
words "Th1s broadcast is coming to you from 
CFCO in Chatham, Ontario. Canada. What 
a thrill! 

A lump caml.! in my throat as the radio con
tinued with a musical number by the ('hat
ham Kilti{'s of which I was a member at one 
time, under the direction of S. G. Chamber
lain, the Bandmaster, playing "The Chatham 
Kilties' March." 

- Friends,-It wat~ g reat to hear on that broad
cast something of what was going on in the 
old hometown-Just like a Jetter from home. 

Before leaving, my I express my thanks to 
tho e who sent cigarettes and parcels. Flying 
Officer Bev. Flannigan, on his broadcast last 
week , mentioned the Chatham Police Depart
ment, the Chatham Fire Department, the 
I.O.D.E. and the Anglican Young People's 
A..ssociatlon. To them, may J also express my 
thanks and may I add the Easter Star Chap
terR, your gifts were appreciated. 

Thanks again friends, and Good Night. 

ANNOUNCER-At this time, we introduce Mr. 
Douglas A. Bell, President of the Red Cross 
Society in Cliatham, Mr. Bell: 

MR. BELl-I sincerely appreciate the opportun
ity you have given to be a guest. this even
ing on your most interesting program Kent 
County Family Almanac. The story of the 
work of the Red Cross Blood Donor Service 

. cannot be told too generously. The experi
.. ences of Pri\rate McDade are s imilar to those 

of h undreds ol. our soldiers who have been 
invalided home from the f1ghting fronts. 
A couple of weeks ago, a returned ma n came 
into the blood Clinic and wanted to give a 

• · donation. Like- Private McDade he too bad 
been wounded in Italy. At the preliminary 
examination he told the nurse in char ge t hat 
he suffered an attack of malaria while on 

~ active service. She Informed him that she 
wu som· but this fact prevented the clinic 
from accepting his blood. The soldier was 

. deeply disappointed and be said, "I owe the 
" Red Cr088 six pinta of blood." The grati

tude of our wounded veterans like Private 
McDade and this soldier is a source of great
est satisfaction to fill. t hoee who are serving 
t heir country through the work of t he Red 
Cross Blood Donor Clinics. -· 

_,_ 
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Yet, thig is only one pha.'le of the great task 
that has been undertaken by the Canadian 
Red Cross Society-

No war in history has brought t~uch t~uffering 
as this one. We in Canada have been spared. 
In gratitude we should do all in our power 
to ht•lp thos~ who have been so unfortunate 
and through five and a half years of war. We 
have, through the Red Cross performed a 
great work of mercy of which we can be 
justly proud. 

Next Monday, we open the annual campaign 
for funds to carry on for another year. The 
quota for th~ Chatham Branch has been set 
at $30,000. ·Last year's subscrjptions ex
ceeded $34,000. This year, I sincerely hope 
we shall pass the $35,000 mark. We all hope 
for an early victory over Germany-but let 
us not forget that victory will not bring 
an end to the work of the Red Cross. There 
will still be many casualties in hospitals and 
it will be part of our work to help in caring 
for them. Thousands of men will have to be 
repatriated and re-established in civilian life. 
The Red Cross must be prepared to take an 
active part in the program of re-habilita
tion. The Red Cross has undertaken to fin
ance Canada's part in this great work of 
mercy .. ... 

No contribution is too small-nor by the same 
token-is any too large. I would suggest that 
it would be the size of your heart. But to 
be practical we have suggested a minimum 
of one day's pay from every person employed 
in the city. In many of the industries this 
can be spread over three months, six months 
or even a year and the payments deducted 
from wage cheques. All we are asking from 
the average worker is therefore, the price 
of a movie or a package of cigarettes once 
a month. Surely your hearts are that big. • 

The song tonight has been most appropriate. 
"Somewhere a Voice is Calling." Yes, from 
a stricken war torn Europe, thousands of 
voices are calling to the people of Canada, 
to the people of ~tham and Kent County 
for help. I appeal to you too--do not turn 
a deaf ear-be generous when the Red Cross 
canvasser calls on you within the next two 
weeks. The need is great, let your charity 
be greater. • , 

ANNOUNCER--Thank you, Mr. Bell, Nurse Sal· 
mon and Private ".Mickey" McDade. We are 

• glad to have you with us tonight and we hope 
the responae will be generous. 
Our page tul"J18 and we hear an orchestra 
in "Spanish Dance". 

TSIC-

ANNOUNCER- Tonight,- Kent County Family 
Almanac salutes the Town of Dresden and its 

. !. . i 

three townships surrounding-Dawn, Chat
ham and Camden. With us m our s tudio is 
Mayor Harold McKim, young in years but 
old in municipal experience. Mr. McKim is 
beginning his fifth year as mayor and we 
have invited him in tonight to tell us some
thing about Dresden, its people a'nd its hill· 
tory. Good evening Mayor McKim. 

MAYOR-Good evening. We in Dresden think 
we have a very nice little town. It's true 
that since our forests have disappeared our 
town has become more of a farming com· 
munity, and, in this I believe our merchants 
excel. But, I have someone with me who 
is capable of talking about Dresden and the 
old days. I refer to Walter Weese, mayor 
for six years and once a resident of Cam
den Township. Walter was born1 at Kent 
Bridge but his father, his grandfather and 
his great-grandfather were all born near 
Louisville--right here in Kent. 

WEESE-One minute, Mr. Mayor-you should 
remember your folk.'! are no strangers either. 
Why, before you became mayor five years 
ago, your father was active in municipal ai· 
fairs for years and was Warden of Kent 
County in 1937. In fact, the McK.ims have 
been in Dresden long before I moved to town 
-and that was 26 years ago. 

ANNOUNCER--You two gentlemen appear to be 
quite friendly. Even been political oppon
ents,-I mean municipal opponents? 

MAYO.Rr-No, Sir. I credit Walter here with hav
ing pulled me through one or two critical 
issues. 

WEESE-Say, we didn't come here to talk about 
ourselves. We came to talk about Dresden. 
Harold, what is the population of our town? 

MAYOR-Just before I came to Chatham to
night, Ed. Kyle, who has been our town 

, \ clerk for 17 years, told me the population 
• stood around 1600. 

WEESE-Did Ed. say what year Dresden was in· 
corpora ted as a town? 

MAYOR-Dresden was incorporated as a town 
in 1881 with R. Kimmerley as reeve. In 
January, of the following year A. Trerice was 
named mayor and he presided over his first 
meeting on January 16, 1882. 

~n' l ANNOUNCER-Just a minute, gentlemen! Did 
• Dre~en ever have any other name? .. 

~E--That's an interesting point some of the 
_.:~ ..... .,..,.<., .folks rna~ not remember. Yes; Dresden wu 

- - ·- -at one bme called Fairport. That was in 

·--

the days when the old narrow gauge tram. 
way used to run out to Eddy's Mills a dis
tar:tce o.f 12 mile.s and haul back Jog; to be 
shipped to Detroit and other points. Harold, ' ' 

---~-- ,_,_.......,.._ ____________ _ -------
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your uncle Elias McKim would remember 
something about that. 

MAYOR-Yes, Uncle Elias was telling me some
thing about that the other day. The old ship 
building yards on the Sydenham River wer(' 
operated t hen by Captain Ribble. He men
tioned the names of some boats built at Dres
den, or Fairport as it was known t hen. There 
was the freighter Franklin and the tugs 
Myrtle and the Ena. 

WEESE-Yes, and isn't it true that after the 
town became incorporated, a passenger boat 
was built called the City of Dresden. They 
used to run excursions on the Dresden and 
the Hiawat ha to Detroit for one dollar re
turn. The Baron Tyers, I understand, was 
the largest boat to be built at the old yards. 

ANNOUNCE&-By the way, Mr. Mayor! Can 
you tell our listeners if there are any build
ings standing today t hat were constructed 
in those days 7 

MA YOR- I believe the Angli<:an church (Christ's 
Church) was completed in 1871. The North 
Dresden Baptist Church was built in 1874 
and I thmk the town hall which was burned 
five years ago was the next oldest buil<ling. 
It would have been 70 years old by now. 

WEESE-I think that's r ight, Harold. I have 
been told that t he fire in Dresden on Christ
mas eve o! 1910 destroyed some rather old 
buildings. That was rather a disastrous fire. 
Ten firms were completely wiped out, l be
lieve. 

1\!A YOR-Yes,-and the fire of 1920 destroyed 
nearly as many buildings on St. George 
Street from Queen Street to t he Post Office. 
However, since then Dresden has obtained 
one of the best fire-fighting equipments in 
any town of its size. We have a pumping 
outfit that can pump water either from the 
tire hydrants or !rom the river . 

WEESE-We are mighty proud of our new wa
ter system too. The drinking water comes 
from an artisian well in Camden Township. 
It is piped in about one mile and our town 
engineer tells us that· our drinking water is 
about the best of any In this part of On
tario. 

ANNOUNCER-We're always interested in the 
weekly newspapers in your t()wns. You have 
two in Dresden, I believe 1 

1\!AYOR-That'aright. The Times and the News. 
The Timea haa been published in Dresden for 
72 years. The first paper to be issued waa 
the Gazette in 1870 by a Mr. Riggs. In 1878, 
it waa purchased by McCallen and McSwain 
who changed its .name to the Times. T. N. 

) .---
{ 

Wells bought the J)aper in 1891 and was the 
editor until 1920 when his son Laurie took 
it over and has been its publisher ever s ince. 
Arthur Ross prints the News. He came to 
Dresden about seven years ago. 

WEESE-IIarold, l think we ought to say some
thing about the Boy Scout and Girl Guide 
Movement in Dresden. There arc 72 boys 
in the Scouts and 52 girls in the Guides. • 
They have a bugle band of :JO instruments 
that is Kecond to none and present a fine ap
pearance on the street. George Brooker is 
Scoutmaster and is abl}" assisted by Don 
Spearman, Tom Aziz and the Mayor. 

ANNOUNCER-Can either of you gentlemen re
call the namt>s of some pioneers and settlers 
around Dresden 7 

MAYOR-You're an older man than I am, Wal
ter I You tell the folks. 

WEESE--Say-1 was looking at a picture the 
other day and I wouldn't part with it for 
the world. Do you know, Harold, I recognized 
such men as Frank Kimmcrley, who was a 
blacksmith in the old days; his son John still 
conducts the 6usiness.-There was Nick Win
ters, whose father was one of t he first doc
tors in Dresden; Nick's daughter married 
Elmer Sturgis, a prominent farmer out in 
Camden Township;-John Gibson, a life-long 
resident of Camden Township; his sons still 
farm in the township;- H. J. French, a for
mer Warden of Kent County. At the age of 
83 he still bowls and is one of the most ac
tive men in town;-William Clark, a contrac
tor; he built the post office, and his son 
George is a former mayor and continues the 
business ;-Frank and Thomas Laird are also 
in that picture. those men were once large 
lumber dealers, exporting and importing lum
ber on their own boats ;-there was J ames 
Green who farmed out in Camden all his 
life and is now retired in Dresden ;-John 
J etf, at one time town treasurer;-William 
Ward, express agent and j eweller in the old 
days and Robert Brandon, our postmaster, 
who has held that position for 83 years. Bob . 
once taught school in and around Dresden, 
and today is one of the most progressive citi
zens. 

MAYOR- Yes, Walter and the MeVeans. They 
were really the backbone of Dresden at one 
time. Alex MeV ean came to town in 187 4 
and started making wagon wheels and hubs. 
He bad five sons-Sandy, Osgoode, Will, 
James and John. Osgoode and John took 
over business in 1890 and conducted unt.il 
they died. Sandy is the only member of tlie 
family living today and has long since retir 
ed from active business. 

WEESE-I could go on and on mentioning names. 
There were Talbots, the Smiths, the Kings 

¥ J 



and I>aw~un:-:. I \\"Oildt•r i r t ht• folks n·nwm
hl•r my old ~~rand-dad. Adolphu~ \\-'t·c~t·. lit• 
dt'O\'l' a stag<: for many .n•a1·~ from C'hatham 
to lln·~dt•n and o\\11\'d a hn•r,v :-:table which 
was latt•r upl'ratl·d l,y I ht• late AI Paupsl. 
:\tr~. Paup:-:t i~ ont• of lht• nw:-~t t•sh't'nll'd riti
zt•ns. 

AN~OU!':CER - Mr. i\kKim. you an· the mayor 
---who ht.•lp" you cond ud this l'ntcrprisiug lit
tle town of yours---the counl'il for in!llanc(• '! 

l\IA YOR- As I han• ~aid---Ed. K,vlt• is our town 
trc:\surer. Franch.; Fo:-.;ter i:; the n•{•vc and 
our council consi~ts of Rohl•rt Campbell, <:or
don (')ark, Clarenct• Can·, Orin Simpson, How
ard Manderson and Gordon Wce::~---no rela
tion of Wallt•t· ht•re. lh• s}.ells his nanw dif
ferently. 

\-\'Eio::..'-;E-I thini<---tht• folk~ ought to kuow ahout 
our Board of Tradt•. It'~ untlt•r the Jlroccss 
of organization now and nt•xt wt•ek \\'P hope 
to ha,·e a :-:pccial sJwakt'r at h•nd a banquet 
and J{l'l ou r Jll't•plt• started. (;)pnn \\'1cks, our 
•neqw tic President of the Retail l\tl•rrhants' 
Association an l>r< sdcn, i::- the> man lx•hind 
that mon~m('nt. 

1\fA YOR- Of rounw, t'\'t>l'\'hod\' l\nows :~hout the 
Drf".;()('n Fmr whkh ·is <;1w of thr large~t 
('\'ent~ of it:; kind in the county. It i~ now 
in its 52nd yPar. 

\ ..ANKOUNCER--\\.'l'll, i•:n't Um·Jc Tom,---t ht• man 
I who inspireci Harriett ecl'cher Stowe to write 

/ the famou,:; Unch- Torn's Cabin huricd out 
ncar Drrsd"l•? 

WEESE- That 1:- right. Unck• Tom is huri(•d in 
a lonely ccm •tl•r.'' jnst outsidl• Drl'~d(•n ncar 
>:umb(•J· 21 llighway. His real name, you 
know, wa~ .Josiah Il t-ns0n. Wh ile still a young 
man, Josiah "got J•cligion", ::;o tht• saying goes, 
and preache.J to hi:-; fellow sla,·cs in the old 
South. The story of his life beforc,---during 
and after thl~ events described in the author's 
book, were confirm('d long afte r by hi~ daugh
ter-in-law, who died in Drc!iden many years 
ago. She told of how :;he listened to his story 
of separation from his wife and son in the 
slave markets,---:md how after his flight 
nort.h he eventuallv n>ached Canada where he 
settled ncar DrciHlen. In timc,---he obtained 
land, about 400 acres,--on which he estab
lished what he called the British-American 
Institute, a haven for escaped sla,·e!-4 who 
made their way to Canada by the once famous 
"Underground Railway ." Th1s haven receh·
ed generous support from Queen Victoria who 

I entertained Josiah H<>nson on one of his trips 
to England. 

ANNOUNCER-Well, how did Harriett B~cher 
Stowe come to writt• the story of Uncle 
Tom's Cabin'! Do you know Mr. McKim. 

.\lA YOH- 1 ha\'t• l~t•t·IJ told that i\lrs. Stcm·t• nwl 
.Josiah llt•n:on in tt~:-,o. Inspin·d by his story 
of Littl•· E\'a, th.- daul."htt'l' of his mastt•r. 
i\lrs. SlO\\'l', who \\'a)! an op)IOIIl'nt of ~)aV('I'Y. 
dt·t·idt·d to writt• ~onll't hin~ ahout it. It b<•
('anw a play :111d whilt• tht• n•al "Uncle Tom" 
was toiling on his farm hPrt' in Kt•nt County. 
t hou:;a nd1>1 Wt•n• ){oit:g to t ht• l ht>a t n•:~ to st•t• 
lht• most popular play on tht• stag(• up to that 
timt•. 

ANNOLT~< 'EH-lt would "t' inlt•n·sting lu know 
if an.v of {Jtwle Tom's n·:atin•:-; an• li\'ing and 
w ht•n• '! 

\\'EE.~f<;._A )(Teat grandson of .Josiah llt•nson li\'es 
today in Dresden, " B(•t•cher llcnson."-
ThrouJ{hout t ht• .nar)l the Ilcn~on~ haw ht•en 
loyal ::mbjt"<.'ts of their adopted country. 
Bt•t"<.'ht.•r· ili :.t \'t'tt•ran of the la~t war and I 
rt•gn.'t to say that Beecher's nl'phcw, Bill 
H t•nson was rPportPd mis~ing only );tsf wPt•lc 
.Josiah JJ pn..:on 's descendants and the colored 
pt•ople in g(•m•ral around Drf'sden an• t'!\h•t•m
t•d citizt'n!l and ha' ,. playt•d an import a IlL 

part in tht• pionet•r life of the communit~·. 

MA YOR-Walte,·. I think h(•fore w" go W(' n11ght 
to tell t ht• folks ahout our band. W <>'\'l' got 
a prt>lty smarl band out lhere--ollt.' of the 
lwst in thE> tountry 1 gut>s:~. Charlie Aikin 
has b(•••n tht• lt•udl'r :~ince its inception. Ht.•'s 
managt·r of thE' H. Aiken ~tore, foundt•d by 
his father, Roh<•r·t Aiken who wa~ one of 
the town's bt•st known pionePrs.---And by-the
way, if you think th1.• name of Dresden doc>sn't 
gt>t into the oddest places, listt'n to thi..: o1w. 
A cousin of milw. Lloyd Brown, who li\'t.•s out 
ht•n• at Tuppc>l'\'illt', was tt•llin~ me that when 
the Canadians took O\'Cr Kiska. thE'v found a 
lm:wbnll but stnmped "0. and \\'.' ~kVt•an. 
Limitt•d, Dresden." Our boys might han• 
used that bat---had there bcc>n anvone around 
to use it on. · 

ANNOUNCER- Well, thank you, g entlemen. Your 
talk haR brcn most interesting anu J'm Rllrt' 
some of the thing:; you have mentioned will 
hn r<.•cnlllod to mind by matl)' pcrsous in your 
district. Drop in again, wont' you? Thank 
you, again, Mayor McKim and Wnltt•r Wf'esc 
of Dre~den. 

MUSIC-And now, it'~ time to hear "Fairy of the 
Glen," our next musical selection. 

ANNOU~CER-Spcaking of oddities, folks, 
here'R one that will interest our listeners out 
in. Harwich To,~· nship. We wonder how many 
w11l rem t.> mh<>r 1t. It sounds like one of RiJ>
lf•,v's yarns but we ha\·e a man in our studio 
tonight who il' J!ninJ! to te ll us all about it. 

Jack Houstou, how long have you been around 
th(•se parts'? 

HOUSTON- As loll)! H:-; I t'an remember---prob
ably longt•r than that. 
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ANNOUNCER-Know very many people, Jack? 

HOUSTON-Hundreds, I guess. If I don't know 
them, they know me. 

ANNOUNCER-Well, Jack, 1 understand there 
was a runaway out in the township about 40 
years ago and it had some rather strange 
results. Remember that one? 

HOUSTON-I suppose you are speaking about 
the one that happened on Peter McGarvin's 
farm on the Creek Road. That wu in 1906 
or 1907. Yes, I remember that one. 

ANNOUNCER--Go ahead, tell us. 

HOUSTON-Well, sir, I wasn't driving the team 
but I was there. Langford Lowes, who works 
in town here, had just come in from the 
field with a spunky little team of mares-we 
called Punch and Judy. !tlr. McGarvin asked 
I..ng to do something and Lang left the team 
standing for a minute. Suddenly, they broke 
and run. They ran out into a field behind 
the barn and down along McGregor's Creek 
which ran through the farm. Then they 
turned and came back and ran smack into a 
tree. I was working across the road and 
heard the rumpus. When I reached the field 
the horses were tearing along at a mad gallop 
but had been stripped of every piece of har
ness . 

,------------------- ---------------------------------------------------------·~ 
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ANNOUNC~Wcll what happened, Jack? 

HOUSTON-When the hones ran into the tree
they had ~ronc in one on each side. ~ ' 
tongue of the wagon went right througll •tt 
-the tree was a 16-inch basswood-and the 
horses never slackened speed. They left 
everything behind. That tongue is still 
through the tree today and the tree is still 
blooming every year. Arthur Wilson lives on 
the farm now. 

ANNOUNCER- Remarkable.--And the horses 
weren't hurt? 

HOUSTON-Not a scratch. And here's something 
else. Two years later-the same team ran 
away again. They ran into the same field, 
followed the same route and headed for the 
same tree. But when they reached the tree, 
they stood dead still, one on each side of the 
tree. Not a strap broken, the wagon undam
aged and the horses unhurt. 

ANNOUNCER-It's time now to close Chapter 
four of our FamjJy Almanac. And so we leave 
the air to return next Thursday, same time, 
when we will bring you a story of our farms 
in Kent County. Until Thursday then-keep 
smiling, won't you. 

THEME-(up to end.) 
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Thu~aday, March 15th, 1945. 

Chatham, Ontario 

.. ANNOUNCER- Presenting "Kent County I<"am
ily Almanac." 

~ ~ ~ ANNOUN~ER-Retl~ting the· rhythm and flow 
4-.::~-~ of. thu greRt agrJculh m ll county and those 

• surrounding it .... comes Kent County fam- · 
ily Almanac .... a program that changes as 
the community changes; ali\'e with vivid pic
t ures ~f our towns, our _cities and our people. 
~yt~mg and everythmg that happens, in 
th1s r1ch garden-land of Ontario is grist for 
the mill of the Almanac. 

THEME-(Up to the end.) 

ANNOUNCER-This is chapter five, Kent County 
Family Almanac wherein we retravel the old 
tra ils . .. Tonight, we t urn the pages back to 
1841 and beyond ... as we hear a story taken 

, from the first newspaper published in Chat-
ham. 

The .editors of that little weekly paper had faith 
m Kent County ... listen as we tell their 
story. Listen also as we talk of pioneers who 
came to these parts over 100 years ago ... 
we'll hear of their trials and tribulations. Be 

•• with us as we welcome back some of our 
fig~ting sons who returned; from overseas 
~us week. And we hAve a s urprise for you. 

• •. Ol\e _ ot. -~~bam'J .finest young tenors 
. stng. So 1ceep tuned t.o your Almanac 

tohlght. ~e h~pe you find it interest ing. -
I 

~ti~·~'B:!~1.1l£J--(Up to end.) , .,.. ,. ~~ 
. . ' 

UNCEii-Tonigbt, we' welcome to our pro
gram a young man . .• many of you know ... 
Robert Claus, of Chatham. We know h im 
as Bob. · · • 
Bob is going tlo sing for us tonight .•• What's 
it going to ~. Bob 1 ' 

BOB CLAUS-I'd like to sing one of the new num
bers ,.that is becoming quite popular today. 
• ~ . My Drealll8 Are Getting Better All The 

.. . • Time." I hope you like it. 
....... -~ ... ~ . . -

ANNOUNCER-It's aU yours, Bob t 

MUSIC-"My Dreams Are Getting Better All The 
Time." 

" 
ANNOUNCER-Thank you, Bob. Ladies and 

gentlemen, that was Bob Claus, singing to 
you on our Almanac program from the atu- j 
rlios of \FCO, j, Chathnm. ' 

. ' 
ANNOUNCER-Tonight we find a portion or our 

chapter gleaned from the pages of Chatham's 
fi n;t new paper--in fact, the first edition of 
the Chatham Weekly Journal issued July 3, 
1841. On tha t date, Messrs~ Charles Dolsen 
and William Fulford announced to the world 
at large that they would devote their efforts 
to publishing interesting news about t he vil
lage of Chatham and the province in general. 
On glancing over the fyles of the Weekly 
Journal, which your Almanac writer located 

' in the office of Sheriff A. Poulter at Harrison 
· Hall, it was interesting to note that because 

"expenses were heavy" subscriptions would 
be accepted rat 15 shillings per annum, pay
able in advance. The first issue of the Jour
nal, which a.c; we have said was published 
nearly 104 years ago, is dh-ided into two parts 
-ad~ertisement in sm~ll display type, and 
readmg matter set sohd under small and 
somewhat odd looking captions. For instance 
the ~~r consists of four pages-page on~ 
contammg two or three small advertisements 
with t he rest of t he page taken up with a 
fict~on story of the . day. Page two was 
mainlY a ,nport of doings in the provincial 
legislature at the time. Page three coll8ists ""' 
of an editorial announcing the policy of the 

1 Journal and a story of Chatham and Kent 
1 County. Page four was devoted to one half 

column of foreign news, a brief report on the 
house of assembly 'which sat in June qf that 
year-and three columns of closely condensed 
advertising. · , , 

But it wa.s on pag~ three of that isaue, that 
your Almanac wr1ter turned h1a attention. 
Under a 1unaD black heading which read 
"Description of the village of Chatham and 
Kent County in the western division," we 
found that Kent County at that time com-
prised 20 townships. ·, · ' ,• 
Many of our listeners may not remembeP 
reading this in their history books but here 
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nrc tile townships nnmed by the Journal ns 
making up this great agricultural county in 
1841 · BManquet, Enni~killan, Sarnia, Moore, 
Brooke, Warwick, Plympton, Sombra, Zone, 
Howard, Harwich, Raleigh, Camden, Chat
ham, Romney, Orford, Dov€' r Ea, t and Dover 
West T ilbury East and Tilbury West. .. . To
day, 'only ten town~hips compri!~c Kent 
County, Dover and Tilbury arc a comJllet €' 
township each and t he re~t h<'Cnme p:u·t of 
Lambton. 

Ladies and gent lemen! Sht>r iff Poulter, who 
discovered the newspaper fylc HOmt• time llJ.\'0, 
is in our st udio tonight. ll c is going to take 
up the story from here on. Rut, firgt Mr. 
Poulter, just how did you come to find this 
interesting fylc of papers? 

- POULTER--J. R. Gemmill, who was sher iff many 
years ago, found t he fyle long ago in the 
basement of Harrison Hall. It had been h i!f 

' intention to turn them over to the historical 
society but when he passed on, it was evi- • 
dently forgotten. I located them again tuck
ed away in the back of the big \'ault. 

ANNOUNCER-A valuable manuscript for th~ 
Chatham-Kent museum. What else did the 
newspaper of Ulat date have to say? 

POULTER-Evidently, the editors of Chatham's 
first newspaper had faith in Kent County. 
Here ia what Uley said in 1841 ; I quote, 11T he 
county is exceeded by none in the provinc6 
in point of fer tile soil, excellent timber and 
navibale r ivers, all linking up with the great 
lakes and affording an ea.sy access to mar· 
kets." . . 
The artiele continues and I quote again : "As 
for Chatham, the village is the' active point 
where bus iness of the county is transacted 
and we cannot close this sketch without •t· 
t empting to say something about it. The vil
lage which comprises 600 acres of Harwich 
and Raleigh townships, was laid out by Lieut.
Governor Simcoe during his administration 
in 1796, but. his progress waa slow at that "' 
time. In 1880, there were, only six houses· 
In Chatham, whereas now, 1841, there ar6 •· 
812 inhabitants, a garrison for two com
panies, seven merchants' shops, a brewery, 
a distillery and two grist mills," end quote. 
But it is the advertisement! that seem to 
lift the veil of history and drops it again 
like pictures ~eeting across the screen 

~ at · a . movie picture show. In that Issue of 
the Journal, we find that a Mrs. A. D. Roberts 
had a millinery etore; a man by the name of 

j L. Taylor ran a barber shop; D. Forsyth, 
James Read and D. Frazer each conducted 
dry g'OOds and hardware stores. There were 
three hotels ••. The British North American 
House, the Commercial Hotel and the British 

.. ~~· ... -.HbUie. Doctors who advertiaed were Pegley 
and Brass and there was one lawyer, J. F. 
Delma,ie. 

ANNOUNCER-Sheriff Poulter, it hu!'l hf'cn said 
that the Thmne!\ Ri ver was 15 to 20 fet't 
deep in places and in those days boat s u!'led ('? 
to ply UJ> and down the r iver. Is that r ight? ~ 

POULTER-Quite so. The newspaper we have 
mentioned, goes on to say tha t the village of 
Chatha m had som~ busy !'hip-build ing yards 
in those day~ . The Cynthia, a 25 horse-power 
steamer, wn!l buill there. The steamer~ 
'fham~~ and Kt•nl and the schooners Ottawa 
and Louise \\'(•re also con~tructcd at the ya rds. 
But th(• prize of the ship-building yards !le(•ms 
to have been the ~teamer called "The Broth
er!<," which made trips to Detroit every Mon
day, Wednesday and Friday, returning Tues
day, Thursday and Saturday. The master's 
name is given as Walter Eberts but the paper 
does not mention the builders of these vessels. 

ANNOUNCER-Thank you. Sheriff Poulter. 
Speaking of the 'rhames, we're J_ust .wonder
ing if the Thames ever ran w1ld m tho~e 
days, as it did, for instance, in 1937. On 
Apr il 29, of that year, the r iver which has a 
normal 674 feet above sea level, rose to 594.40 

· and Chatham a nd the surrounding district 
had, what was believed the greatest flood in 
its history. Just last week the me1 cbant~ . 
whose stores back along the r iver had a· 
scare when t he water rose to 585 feet , 11 feet 
above level . .. Blasting on Friday last prob- ~ 
ably preventt!d a more serious flood but even t 
at that t.he water did not reach the 1938 I 
high of 590 ... or, the 1943 high of 4R9 feet ( 
2 inches. f 

ANNOUNCER- It's time now to welcome home : 
those Kent County boys who returned from 
overseas this week . ... But, before we do, we 
want to thank the good people in and around 
Dresden for t heir comments on lnst wQt>k's 
bro~<kast. Your remar ks have been most 
encouraging, folks, and to t hose who have 
not asked for their copy of t he program, we 
might aay that the supply is dwindling fa.st 
... so g~>t your name in early and we will 
be h&UPY to send you a copy~ ~. . .... ~. , 
We also received letters from Blenheim and , .... 
Bothwell asking us when we are i'Oing to 
broadcast their town ••. well, neighbors, we'll 
be dropping out your way soon .•. you can 
expect us anytime. 

- And now ... Welcome Home to: 

Trooper Raymond Arthur Authier, of Tilbury. 
Corporal R. J. BroVIn, I..ird Avenue, Cha~ 
ham. 

Private C. R. Piggott, 89 lnshes Avenue, • 
Chatham. 

Sergt. John MeKenzle, 43 Pine Street, Chat-
ham . 

Pilot Officer Arthur Drohan, 208 Wellington -
'street West, Chatham. 



Pilot Offirer Snncil"rson, of Drl'sdcn, Ontario. 

Also birthday greetings to Rome of Kl•nt 
County's oldest cit izens: Mr. James Belit, 
Blenheim, who was 90 years last Friday •... 
Mrs. Sarah Vandusen, 11th concession, Chat
ham Town~hip, 84 years old last Saturday 
nnd 1\lrs. Zink, 15 Raleigh Street, Chathnm, 
who was 9:l years old one week ago today. 

ANNOUNCER-We pause, at this time ,for n 
mu::sical interlude as we hear a piano selec
tion "Memories," coming from our main 
studio just off the mez:r.anine floor in the 
William Pit t Hotel. 

FIRST ANNOUNCER-And now, we continue our 
s t ory of hundred years ago when Kent 
County was an unbroken wilderness .•• over 
whieh roamed band! ~f lndian!-who pun ued 
their ga me through t rackless forests or fished 
in its sluygish streams. H istory tells that in 
1800, there were not more t han 20 families 
in Kent but by 1812 the population of the 
entire province had g rown to 75,000. 

' 

At the dawn of the 19th century, Kent County 
was heavily f imbered with oak, walnut, white
wood, beech, maple, ash and elm. The wal
nut and whitewood were exported for build-
ing and furniture, and the oak was manufac
tured into s taves and sent to the West Indies 
for cask.~ in which were shipped from that 
country molasses, rum a nd sugar. The de
mand for forest products had an impetus to 
business in the farming community, and 
greatly accelerated the clear ing of the land. 
A standard log of walnut containing 303 
feet board measure sold for fifty cents back 
in 1846-it m ight be worth consider ing just 
what that log would be worth today. 

SECX>ND ANNOUNCER-However , noth ing r e-
tarded the progress of this great county of 
ours more than the lack of a drainage system, 
and. even as late u 1860 t he crops were~ ~' 

· ~tany Tnrenor·on • 'lliii · acco\Mt.- Na 
·amps of land along the Sydenham and the 
Thames, and the land along what is known 
as Talbot Street, wer e t he only parts of 

' the county where farming could be profitably 
J carried on . .• the intervening territory be
. inl' .covered by water a great part of the 
year, and travelled only by corduroy roads. 
These extensive swamps were generally im
pe.ssable even on foot · until late in the sum
mer. There is no doubt that the first set-
tlers arrived before the first surveyor, but 
they were few in number .•. and the country 
waa practically in a viryin state when about 
1800 Patrick McNiff, a pioneer surveyor, 
made h is appearance. Here is what McNiff 
says in his farst s urvey of that pr imitive land 
which has become the great agricultural cen
tre of. Ontario. , -·'\3 . . 
. ,, 

FIRST ANXOUNCER- McNitT dc~crib<'~ the con
ditious along the Rh cr LaTranchc, now 
known ali the Thamel', as cxltmsivc meadow~ 
and marshes. He entered the river from Lake 
St. Clair anrl on each side !or six miles up 
there were only a few scattered trees. These 
six miles, history records, would bring him 
to the Tilbury area. At eight miles, McNiff 
reports t.hc fir~t settlement, on the south s ide, 
commcnct•d ... and t.hcnce to the Forks (now 
Chatham at the junction of tht• Thames and 
McGregor'!'! Cr('ek) . 1-'rom the Forks on, up 
to the end of hiH Hurvey, MC'NifT found the 
banks of the river 18 to 20 feet high, the 
lands of good quality and the timber black 
walnut, cherry and mar>le. lie states there 
were no streams corning into the river to form 
a harbor for boats and no possibility of haul-
ing .boat! over the land. Just how far he , 
went with his survey, records do not say ••. 
but, it is believed he werit about halfway 
across what is now Howard Township to k 
point opposite the pr~ent location of Thames
ville. 

SECOND ANNOUNCER-The next surveyor to 
appear was Abr!lm Iredell, who laid out part 
of the Township of Chatham, an area of 600 
acres (four hundred acres of Harwich and 
200 acres of Raleigh). Iredell was then in
structed to proceed with ~urveys of Harwich, 
Dover and Camden and waa later joined by 
a William Hambly. Thomas Smith joined 
the surveying part in 1810. The Gore of 

' Chatham, which was at one time part of 
Sombra Towuship, or "Shawanese" township, 
was completf'd by Smith in 1820. A iter the 
war of 1812. the work was taken up by M. 
Burwell, who in the years 1821 to 1831 sur-
veyed parts of Tilbury East, Orford and Zone. 
The front portion of Orford seems to have 
been reserved for the Indians, the r eserve 
extending the full leng1.h of the township 
(something over six miles) and reach ing f rom 
the r iver to about the same distance. The 
reserve was afterwards cut down, and, about 
1857, a surveyor named F. Lynch, surveyed 
the land adjoining .the reserve aa we bave 
it today. .r · · · ., 

• 
' 

FffiST ANNOUNCER-It might be interesting to 
note the conditions o! pioneer life in tb08e 
days .. • for instance, the practice of mutual 
helpfulness that does not prevail to the aame 
extent in older communities. In t he ftrst half 
of the las t century only tallow candles were 
used for purpose of ligh ting .. Every farm , 
house had a spinning wheel and one ean al
m08t picture the women, by the light of the 
candle, spinning wool into yarn, which waa 
woven into cloth on hand looms for the fam
ily wardrobe. There were loga-ing bees, husk
ing bees, an~ s~milar neigh?orly gatherinp 

A 
• 

' L 

for mutual aad m the laboraous work of t he 
!arm. All these conducive to f riendly, social 
enjoyment tha l relieved' t.he monotony of 
.rural life. Houses were hea~d ~Y o~~e- .?, ·] ._ ........ ......, ____ ......... \ ------- . ._' ..... ..... ... ,, . 
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place~ almost exclusively, nnd it muHt have 
been a pleasant sight to sec, around it~ blaz
ing brightness t he farmer with hi11 son11 nnd 
da ughters reading or singing during the long 
winter evenings ... the women at their spin
ning wheels. 

SECOND ANNOUNCER-But time marches on 
... by 184G, much of the work on the furm 
was done by oxen and the grain threshed by 
t he hand flail or trodden out by horsc.'l on the 
barn floor . The first thre~hing machine ~:~ecn 
in Kent was owned by William Partridge of 
Walkerville. H was not provided with any 
aJ>paratus for blowing the chuff from the 
grain ..• this being done afterwards by a 
fanning mill not quite like we have today. 
The grain was reaped with the sickle, later by 
cradle and finally a reaping machine was in
troduced into t.he county by the late John 
Williams, who lived a mile .. east of Kent 
Bridge. That was in the year 1847. 

FIRST ANNOUNCER-The amusements o! a peo-
ple are not unworthy of being recorded as 
indicat ive of their character. The ancient 
Greeks worsh ipped beauty and physical per
fect ion and t heir amusements were all de
signed with this aim. And so, in the early 
days of Kent County t her e had to be amuse
ments o! a sort ... Neighborly visita, social 
gather ings, dancing a nd music in wh ich the 
violin was much in evidence ... together with 
various athletic games,-were the chief pas
times, and served to relieve what would have 
otherwise been a life of much greater hard
ship and priva t ion. 

SECOND ANNOUNCER-But one of the great
est inconveniences of life in those early day~ 
was the lack of transportation and the trans
mission of news. This so isolated our pion
eers from the r est of t he world that life 
must have been deprived of much of its en
joyment. The news of the battle of Water
loo, which was fought on the .18th day of 
June in 1815, was not heard in Kent until 
late in Se~r. A journey to any of the eas-: • 
tern towna was an lmporucnt event in the 
life of the few who were able to travel so 
far. Hail was conveyed long distances on 
foot and even along .the main lines of travel 

· ••. aa between Sandwich and Toronto. Lum
berinw coaches drawn by four horses were 
the oitly means of conveyance . .• and this 

. took days. 

FIRST ANNOUNCE{t-Ea.rJier on this program, 
we spoke of the village of Chatham .•• but 
ft might be interesting to note that on the 
site where Chatham now s tands, the first 
house was built by Abraham Iredell, t he sur
veyor we mentioned a few moments ago. That · 
was in 1800. In 1801, two lots were granted 
to . Alex and Charles -Askin, and in 1802, 
twenty-six lots were granted to: John Mar
tin, Gregor M~Gregor, James McGregor, John 

Laughton .•. nlso two lots to Alex Harrow, 
John Sparkman, John Little, William llaqM!r, 
George Ward, Antonine Pelletier, Matt Dol- ( 
sen, William Shepherd, and George Leitch. , 
In 1830, where the Bank of Montreal now 
stands, a lot was granted to Stephen Brock 
and durin~r the next years dozen~ of other 
settlers came in. But in spite of the fact 
these grants had been made earlier, the first 
real settlement in Chatham did not com-
mence until 1826. 1 

SECOND ANNOUNCER-The history of civiliza
tion shows that the birth and progress of lit
erature ... and of arts and sciences bear a 
direct ratio to the accumulation of wealth 
in a country. And so ... the pioneers of 
Kent County by their courageous hearts and . 
faithful toil compel our respect and enlist 
our sympathy and our gratitude. They 
toiled .. ·• and endured . . . until the wildcr
neas was changed to a land of smiling beauty 
and made to bloom like the garden of the 
Hesperides. 

FIRST ANNOUNCER-It's time now to hear Bob 
Clau., again. Bob is going to sing an old 
favorite ... "The Rose of Tralee." We de
dicate this number to the venerable Saint 
Patrick, whom all good Irish, the world over, 
honors the day after tomorrow. Go ahead, 
Bob Claus. 

MUSIC-"The Rose of Tralec." 

ANNOUNCER-Before we clo e Chapter five to
night, here's something to bear in mind. The 
anned forces still need tires. Motorists, who 
·ara fortunate in having good tires should 
endeavor to get every yard of mileage out 
of them. The way we stop and start our 
cars is important and will help save tir es. If 
the wheels spin when starting, drop an old 
sack or other mater ial wruch will give suf-
ficient traction to stop them f rom spinning. 
Apply your brakes easily only at the \ 
ping point. Don't jam them on hard • . 
slippery streeta thia"playa for safety. 
remember thoee Jast famous words of 
motorist: 1'If he won't dim his lights I ........... ..... 
dim mine.'' , · · · ' 

) 



bell, McCallum and McLachlan. But ... says 
Mr. McLean . .... there are only three Smiths 
in Alvinston. 

THEME-(Fade and hold behind announcer). 

ANNOUNCER-So ends another Chapter of Kent 
County Family AJmanac, a program which 
will,-we hope,-grow richer in Kent County 
lore as your interest and participation con
tinues. From you, and from our neighboring 

... .. 
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counties, we'll appreciate receiving stories, le
gends and news for inclusion in future chap
ters. Right now, here's a thought for the 
day ; Daniel Webster said :-When tillage bc
~ins, other arts follow. The farmers there
fore are the founders of human civilization. 
-So long, fri ends and neighbors, and lots of 
good luck. Until Thursddy, Keep Smiling! , 

TIIEME-(Up to End) . 
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CHAPTER SIX 

REPRINT OF BROADCAST OVER CFCO 

Thursday, March 22nd, 1945 

Chatham, Ontario 

ANNOUNCER-Time for KENT COUNTY FAM
ILY ALMANAC. 

THEME-(ln and hold back of announcer). 

ANNOUNrFq-This ;" KPnt County FAJnily \1-
manac ... wherein we glance br iefly at cur
rent and past events, and sometimes take a 
look into t he f uture. Like every Almanac 
f ull of family affairs ... we avoid the head
lines but g ive prominence to the little things 
that count so much in the life of a commun
ity. Anything and everything that happens 
in this r ich garden-land of Ontario is grist 
for the mill of the Almanac. 

THEME-(Up to end) . 

ANNOUNCER-Tonight, Chapter Six of our 
Family Almanac salutes t he fanners of Kent 
County. From it you will hear a man who 
knows hundreds of Kent County fanners as 
he talks with us about their crops and tells 
us why he believes Kent County has the best 
land in t he world. You will also hear other 
items of interest to the man who tills the 
soil ... and, we will Welcome Home several 
of our fighting sons from overseas. Our 
musical pages hold a treat tonight too, as 
you listen to one of Chatham's finest ha r
mony trios and a talented accordion player 
whom you will like. So stay tuned in, neigh
iJol'IJ • • • we beHeve-you · wHl ~nd our ~ 
gram interesting. 

THEME-(Up to end) . 
r . 

ANNOUNCER-In our studio tonight are three 
young girls . • . They are goi~ to sing for 
us . . . but, first, an introduction. Go ahead, 
girls, introduce yourself. 

' 
ARTISE-1 am Artise • • • I sing alto. 
..... !I .. • I 
NORMA-I am Nonna • . • I alng the lead 1st tiO-

prano. 

CAROL-I am Carol ••• I eing 2nd aoprano. 

_,__.._ ANNOUNCER-That's tlne. I see your flrst 
number is "Serenade in Blue." 

Ladies and gentlemen ... The Shreve Siste:s 
in person singing for you from our mam 
studio in the William Pitt Hotel at Chat
ham. 

S~'"E SIS'I.ERS -~~. 

ANNOUNCER-We shall hear from the Shreve 
Sisters again but right now it's time to Wel
come Home several members of the anned 
forces who returned during the past week. 
All Kent County joins with Blenheim in ex
tending a welcome to Lieut.-Col. G. B. Shil
lington, of the Canadian Dental Corps. Col
onel Shillington baa been overseas five years. 
He went to France in June of last yenr with 
the RCAF and eventually reached Holland 
from where he was given leave. Blenheim 
also welcomed back Fireman Cecil Kimball, 
who volunteered with the fire fighting serv
ice in Britain during the blitz. 

Over at Wallaceburg, the folks there wel
comed baek two members of the forces. One 
was Corporal Edith Frost of the Canadian 
Women's Anny Corps. Corpora] Frost en
listed in 1942 and has been overseas two 
years . . . Also Private Charles Franklin, 
who served in Italy where he was wounded 
and spent considerable time in hospital. Both 
returned to Wallaceburg on Sunday. 

A t Cedar Sprlnp, Sergt. Edward Miller ol 
- t he RCAF and his uride of eeverr monthlf 

were given a warm welcome. Incide:ntally 
the Miller family baa made a notable con
tribut ion to the foreee--five are now in uni
fonn. 

ANNOUNCER-And a welcome also t o Seaman 
George Palmer, of Highgate ; Private D. C. 
Haydon, o! 2 Lome A venue, Chatham ; Pri
vate V. J . Simpson, of 40 Princess Street, 
Chatham ; also two brothers, who arrived 
•home this a!ternoon-Sergt. Chas. Ellis and 
Corporal Tom Ellis of 83 IAlnsdowne Ave
nue. 

Ladies and gentlemen . . . At this time we 
introduce Mrs. C. D. Kent, chairman of the 
house-to-house eanvaasing committee of the 
Red Cross in Chatham. Mrs. Kent: 

----~-------------------------. 
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MRS. KEl'-4"1'-Al this lime it is again my duty 
and privilege to address you briefly in con
nection with the Red Cross Campaign now 
in progress throughout this country. 

That Red Cross, doing a magnificent work 
in administering to our sick and woundt.>d 
soldiers, sailors and airmen, needs no argu
ment. Something, too, of its work in feed
ing the hungry and alleviating distress in 
liberated and allied countricl!, is known to 
us all. To carry on these Jlreat humanita
r ian services needs a great deal of money, 
and we make no apology in Mking you to 
do your share in meeting this dire need, and 
giving to the point of sacrifire. I know we 
deem it a privilege to have a share in this 
great enterprise. 

I wish to thank at this time the ladies, who 
at some inconvenience to themselves, have 
made the house-to-house canvass in Chat
bam city. In their efforts to do a thorough 
job many have made repeated visits to the 
homes on the streets allocated to them. If 
you have not been asked for a contribution 
to Red Cross, will you please leave it at head
quarters' office, Market Square. Your do
nation is urgently needed. If any lady can
vasser has not completed her task, may we 
ask her to do so as soon as possible. We 
have only a few days left to complete this 
very important work. 

May we also suggest that if any society, 
club, church or secular has been inadver
tently overlooked, and not asked for a dona
tion, it is not too late to make your gift. 
Leave your cheque at Red Cross Headquar
ters, or call 1\tr. W. N. Sexsmit.h. 
We deeply appreciate the readiness and gen
erosity with which so many organizations 
in city and country have responded to our 
appeal. 

I wish to thank you again for your fine co
operation and assistance and to express with 
you the hope that we shall again go well 
over the top in this drive. We will do so 
only if all of us do our very best. 

May I also thank Mr. Beardall and his staff 
for their kind courtesy . . . also . the Kent 
County Family Almanac for making this 
time available on their interesting program. 

ANNOUNCER-Thank you, Mrs. Kent. Musical 
momenta once again find a place in our Fam
ily Almanac. This time produced by a pair 
of talented hands on one of the most versa
tile of instrwnents-the piano accordion . .. 
and the young man is:- • 

GOLD-Orville Gold is my name. 

ANNOUNCER-Glad to meet you, Orv .... W el-
""\ come to the Family Almanac. Just what is 
' that instrument going to give out with to

night ..• 

GOLD-I would like to play my own arrangement 
of "Tic-co." 

Accordion Number 

VOICE-Kent County . . . first In hog produc
tion. 

ANNOUNCER- During 1944 ... Kent County 
reyained its standing as the Number 1 hog
producing county in Southern Ontario. Fig
ures released by the stati!'lical branch of 
t.hc Ontario Department of Agriculture re
\'cal Kent's hog output for the pagt year 
was ALSO third highest for the 54 counties 
and districts. 

The total hog population for Kent in 1944 
at the end of December was 90,754. Perth 
County led the province with 99,740, while 
Grey was second with 92,184. 

VOICE--Kent County . . . third in butter~ pro
duction. 

ANNOUNCER- The same statistical report 
shows creamery butter production in Kent 
during February was the third highest for 
the 12 counties comprising Southern Onta
rio. Total production for the 12 counties 
increased 130,000 pounds as compared to 
the same month a year ago. 
February's butter output in Kent totalled 
159,816 pounds. Middlesex led the di.stric 
with 229,235 pounds while Lambton was se
cond with 174,860. 

VOICE--More labor available for farm jobs. 

ANNOUNCER-It was announced on Tuesday of 
this week that through a series of amend
ments to National Selective Service regula
tions . . . Selective Service officials will be 
given authority to direct any male 16 to 65 
. . . whether employed or unemployed . . • 
to a job in agriculture. 
The amendments also dealt with the seven 
days' separation notice "freezing" of em-

• - -plo)' ees,-diam.inals for m1~tlduet,- changes ... 
in appeal procedure and other regulations. 

At the same time . •• the Ontario Depart
ment of Education has issued a circular in 
which it is provided that secondary school 
and entrance class pupils MAY leave school 

· before the end of the term to engage in farm 
work. In other words, principals, teachers 
and High School ent~e boards may . . . 
if the pupil hM reached a standard . • . re
lease him QOt earlier than April 9, in which 
case the requirements for a certificate are 
modified accordingly: 

So • •••• with the assurance of the Federal 
Government that more prisoners of war will 
be available this year .•• farmere every
where may find their labor problems solved 
to a considerable extent. 



VOICE-Fann Pr ices-Back in 1879. 

( 
NNOUNCER-.Making out income tax reports 

t hese days is a problem . . . and for the 
fanner it is no exception. As he struggles 
with sales, profits and depreciations, he some-
times pauses to think of the days "when ' 
he could scarcely make a living on the land." 
But he did . . . He cleared the land and 
raised a large family on prices received for 
farm products that today are almost unthink
able. Let us ponder for a moment as we 
glance at the prices he received back in 1897. 
Here are a few quotations taken from a 
market report in February of that year:-
For fall wheat, he r reeived 70 to 72 cents a 
bushel; oats, 16 to 17 cents; beans, 60 cents; 
corn 30; butter, he sold for 12 and 1-2 cents; 
eggs were 16 cents a dozen ; onions 60 cents 
a bushel ; haY' sold from $7 to $8 a ton ; 
live hogs were $3.20 a hundredweight •.. 

• .. nd- the wood he worked 110 hard to cut eold 
for $2 to $2.26 a cord. 

True, he lives in a different age today. The 
farm has conveniences undreamed of in those 
days ... when folks would trudge miles, or 
drive horse and buggy to nearby towns 
where they could get better prices. 
Today ... prices are standardized. 

ANNOUNCER-But the Shreve Sisters are ap
proaching the mike for another number. 
This time it is "Easter Sunday With You." 
Go ahead, girls. 
Shreve Sisters singing. 

ANNOUNCER-Thank you, Artise, Norma and 
Carol Shreve. We hope to have you on our 
Prorrant again soon_ 

ANNOUNCER- It's not often you meet a man 
in the city who knows many men from the 
country. He may know two or three, or ba ve 
a 8peaking acquajnta.nce witb several, but 
your Almanac writer wanted to find a man 
who knows dozens, perhaps hundred8 •.. He 
found just such a man in W. E. Herriman, 
Prince Arthur Street, Chatham. Mr. Herri
man was wandering through the market, 

""- \ when your AlmAnac writer spotted him •.. 
• He seemed to know his way around, greet

ing many with a shake of the band and in-
/ variably calling them by their first name. 

Mr. Herriman waa reluctant to talk when 
our Almanac writer introduced himself, but 

we finally persuaded him to drop into our 
studio tonight and tell U8 the names of a f ew 
farmers be i8 acquainted with in Kent Count'y. 
Mr. Herriman, just how many farmers do 
you know? 

HERRIMAN-That's quite a question. I guess r I know several hundred, maybe more. I 

~OUNCER-Row many are you able to call 
by their first names? Name a couple . • • 

') I 

they might be tuned in and I'm sure they 
wouldn't mind their names being mentioned 
over the air. 

HERRIMAN-Well, say, if you're going to put 
me on the spot, call me Bill. The boys will 
know who it is then-they know me better 
by that name. 

ANNOUNCER-Alright, Bill. Go ahead. 

HERRIMAN- There's Lawrence Kerr out in 
Harwich Township ; Milt Smith in Harwich; 
Frank Vercoutern in Raleigh and Harold 
Scamac also in Raleigh. And there are 
plenty others. 

Al\r"NOUNCER.-1 hope those gentlemen you 
mentioned are listening . .. on our broadcast 
last week we said that back in 1841, the 
editors of Chatham's first newspaper claimed 
the eoil in Kent County -was not · exceeded 
in any other part of the province. Would 
you back up that statement today 7 

HERRIMAN-I certainly do. I think we've got 
the richest soil right here in Kent • • . prob
ably the best in the world. 

ANNOUNCER-WeUj how would you say the 
farmers in this district stack up with the 
fanners in Western Canada 1 

HERRIMAN-Miles ahead. I would NY our poor
est :fannen are as good as the best in the 
West. 

ANNOUNCER~ust a minute, Bill ... I know 
some fanners out West. How do you figure 
the farmers here are that much better? 

HERR.IMAN-A.s I have said because of the soil 
in these pam. And; isn't it true that good 
farmer s nine times out of ten wind up on 
the best land. Any agricultural expert will 
tell you the same t hing. 

·ANNOUNCER-You talk aa t hough you know 
something about farming. Were you raised 
on a farm? 

HERRIMAN-You bet. On a farm down in 
Wentworth County. I don't actually farm 
now although I spend a great deal of my 
time with the farmer: 

ANNOUNCER--These farmers you know. What 
do they grow 1 I mean what are their main 
crops? 

HERRIMAN-A great many grow sugar beets. 
. . . Othera grow tobacco and sugar beets 
All Kinas of crops for that matter. · 

ANNO~CER-'ryiat's interesting. But Mr. 
Hernman, we ve been talking here for some 

... 



) 
I 

I 

i. 

time ::.nd you haven't given any indication 
why you are so interested in farms and the 
farmers. 

HERRIMAN-I think it's because I am fond of 
the land. Most farmers and their sons are 
- -even though they cuss it sometime. 

ANNOUNCER-Probably so ... But you say 
you arc interested in the land but you don't 
tell why. Go ahead. If it's a plug you arc 
afraid of ... don't mind that . .. This is a 
Kent County pro~rram and everybody gets 
a plug here. 

HERRIMAN- Well ... I'm what is known as 
a field man for tile Dominion Sugar Com
pany. I discuss beet crops with the farmers. 

ANNOUNCER-Oh, I see . . No wonder you know 
• ao many ..farm era . . By the .way:, is suarar beet 

growing a profitable erop ? 

RF..RRIMAN-I would say it is. More profitable 
than most crops. For instance, Lawrence 
Kerr, whom I mentioned a few moments 
ago, took 17 tons per acre off his 16-acre 
plot and received $234 gross returns per acre. 
Roy Jenner in Harwich, had 14 tons per acre 
from his 16 acres and got $185 gross returns 
per acre. Try to match that with any other 
crops you can th ink off. 

ANNOUNCER-But suppose the war ends ... 
Will there be a market ? 

HERRIMA.J.\j-There certainly will. The com
pany take care of all beets this distr ict can 
produce. 

ANNOUNCER--What I really meant .. . when 
the war is over . .. will there still be a mar
ket for sugar itself1 

HERR.IMAN-Oh, I see ... That's an interest
ing point. The beet grower is probably 
the only farmer whQ has a guaranteed..mar
ket and a guaranteed floor price. The floor 
price is far above any others I know of in 
North · America. 

ANNOUNCER-Say .. . I'm not versed on these 
floor prices. In other words, you mean 
there's assured market for sugar and the 
beets themselves . . . Now that we are on this 
beet question, how does the floor price work 
regarding beets? I don't think the company 
will mind us discussing prices. It's not confi
dential, is it? 

HERRIMAN-No. On the contrary the more 
people who learn about beet prices . .. the 
more sugar can be produced in this district. 
The idea is no matter how low the price of 
sugar may fall or how low the sugar content 

of the beet may turn out to be ... the grower 
is guaranteed a fair return. 

ANNOUNCER-Would I be inquisitive if I uk,.f 
... what if the sugar content goes up? ~. 

HERRIMAN-In that case, the grower geta a 
premium of 60 cents per ton for each 1 per 
cent of extra sugar content above 13. 

ANNOUNCER-And how high does that go? 

HERRIMAN-There is no limit. Last year there 
were lots of beets which tested over 20 per 
cent. The grower is paid accordingly. 

ANNOUNCER-Well, how much would a 20 per 
cent beet be worth? 

HERRIMAN-$13.40 a ton. 

ANNOUNCER--Supposing the pr ice of • sugar 
goes up ... What happens then 1 

HERRIMAN-The price of sugar is controlled by 
the sugar administrator and/ comes under 
the Wartime Prices and Trade Board, which 
controls sugar as well as all other commo
dities. 

ANNOUNCER- Mr. Herriman, would you mind 
telling me how much sugar can be produced 
in this district? Am I out of order on that 
one? 

HERRIMAN-Not at all. In 1940, they produced 
100,000,000 pounds. 

ANNOUNCER-Whew ... how many acres of 
beets does that call for? 

HERRIMAN-Approximately 40,000 acres. 

ANNOUNCER-And do you hope to get that 
much acreage this year? 

HERRIMAN- I think we could, if the growers 
• we~ ~~ o!_ hay!!tg enoug!t labor. J 

ANNOUNCER-I was going to ask you about 
that. Labor is rather an important issue 
just now, isn't it ? · 

HERRIMAN- There is a lot of labor needed in 
growing beets. Last year, there were 800 
prisoners of war to help. This year, a great 
J'll.a!lY more have b~e~ promised through joint 
acbon of the Domm1on and Ontario govern· 
ments. 

ANNOUNCER--They have to have camps .•• 
where will the prisoners of war be located? 

HERRIMAN- The Chatham camp will be opera~ 
ing again with more prisoners than they had 
last year, and in addition, the governments 



have promised to locate two or three camps 
in other places. 

( 
ANNOUNCER-And did these prisoners of war 

do good work last year? 

HERRIMAN-The best way I can answer that 
question is to tell you that there was always 
a demand for 100 more prisoners than the 
camp was able to supply. 

ANNOUNCER-That sounds pretty good from 
a labor standpoint. Now, Bill, with prices 
for bt>ets you mention and with labor pros
pects good . . ·. what else is there to worry 
about ? 

HERRIMAN- With t hese two factors under con
trol I see no reason why there should not be 
a good acreage of beets this year. With the 
acreage planted everything would point to 
a good production. The sugar beet crop is 
a dependable crop. 

ANNOUNCER- Well I wouldn't want to see an
other cut in t he sugar ration. I understand 
there h&! been two cut! already this year 
in Canada and across t he border. 

HERRIMAN- Yes, and I see by the paper they 

( ' 
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intend cutting the industrial sugar ration 
another 5 per cent in the States. 

ANNOUNCER- I certainly hope they don't cut 
off any more of our s ugar. Do you know, 
Bill , I'm beginning to miss my usual amount 
of sugar in my coffee and I DO miss those 
jams and preserves mother used to make. 

ANNOUNCER-And there you are folks .. . . 
Your Almanac writer sought a man to talk 
about farms . . . but wht•n one talks of fann!\ 
you eventually speak of the commodities of 
life . . . 

And thus .. . having brought you Chapter 
Six, Kent County Family Almanac leaves the 
air to return again next Thursday, same 
time, when in addition to our salute to Blen
heim and Harwich Township, we will bring 
you a special program of Easter music. 
Meanwhile .. . . here's a thou~t for the 
day :-"TRUST MEN AND THEY WILL BE 
TRUE TO YOU; TREAT THE.\! GREATLY 
AND THEY WILL SHOW THEMSELVES 
GREAT." 

So long, friends and neighbors . . . and lots 
of good luck. Until Thurnday ..• keep mtil
ing. Good night, all. 

THEME-(Up U> end) . 
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ANNOUNCER- Presenting "Kent County Fam· 
J,, ily Almanac." · ·· '· .• u "J.... JJ'ot ;t Jt)'"IU 

J f II u ,'t l 1nH 
Tfl~~JE-(tn anq ~~ qf, "~~.f~·~,CCr) , ~~ 21. 

• 1' 
ANNOT..:~-Il:ER-.-Reflectbg ,,.nc rhytJ;m .AA?z.A9w 

of this greatr agricnltural1 eouhty arid dt'<>!~ 
surrounding it .. . . comes Kent County fam
ily Almanac .. l •. & progra'm that tliangee~s 
the community changes ; alive with vivid pic
tures of our towns. our cities and our people. 

n Anything and everything that l happens in 
··rf this rich garden-land' of Ontariof js grltt for 
~ the mill of t he Almanac. v h 1 

' I ' •· •: ,I ,'£l ,j, 11tl loi, W 

T~J4E-(Up to ttte end.) ' 1 • • I 1111' 

Am.\'OUNCER- Tonight ... Chapter S~ven . . . 
t r:,,kent County 'Family Alrnanac is divided into 

.. 'i:two parts. In keeping with t he Easter spirit, 
{ part one w ill be devoted to special music and 
'"' songs 1 •• • and, ... you will hear an Easter 

., message from our Kent County boys and 
gir ls overseas. The speaker is a man we all 
know and r espect . .• 4 his message will be 
inspir ing . . . Part two will be a 1 salute to 

.• ~~ town of Blenheim, t.he heart of that pros-

~ous farming community-Harwich 'Town-u II ' s p. You wm hear storica ·pi Us !ar:mf, its 
people and ita activities. Join us in this half
pour of dn\ music. and c~m\11\ity,.,g~l)i\M: 

~t ·~~~lgned toqdP Y9U kno)f.;YQyr1 ~e}Jh20~ ana 
,,, ~r county ,~tter. , . r.: . ,, _. '·· 

THEME-(Up tb lend)!· •") .,~w '• rr,., t. , 
~ 'U:.1 • ' Ill ' t · ·" lJ I II • J 

ANNuVNCER--Our first number tonight is bf a r 
,,, , 11'}ff!8t art~t ,wJto appeared ~.on thi' Pl'OflMl -
111 ~weeka "80 . ,tl • RoM Clauo J.llRb io 

_ , h rt'\ to ~inJ;,Y ~pproP.f-it_te ~~iqP6-U . "It f' .1 " 
:.q,., . , ~or 1Jle. if' . t .i\ · ~ ni b ~. • -i . n rflt 
C~US- I· I litnu 11 •{, 1 ·:> fl R' .f,,JniO<( 

IT WAS FOR W)fE ~J ~'lio:> ,.,.. 

~ •. ~ ... do l,~w .. th_at J:~ua~--~3' ~vjt)ur, '· 
in\:H\1~ at b;y ~ .~i-dS(Jli~ff ~~m~ ... u ,the; day, 
Nld~At" ... do ~ p q)V 'n r. ,1·Ro ~~ter .w,here I'm 

I tlltU str&YJng', ~ •(' F.J••h · •~ llfJ nt ' 
That lovingly, He's watcl ung me alway? 

r , •l ~Jl .well I know the ever W91'\~ ~Aa 
v.,._ / "~~~e stor>: that 'is '\old 'o"er .~ii4 ~ sea. 

' 9~f~ina 'When'rlit Iut'H:e ~caJtJ·n,~ ilome to· .. ~ory: 
" ~llufiTo be with Him will he happiness for me. 

- ____ .. ____ _ 

'· J , '.( 
' 'h' ' .,,!lt ~ 4 •il 

I ' ,. . ' . I ., '! t. •• .r I i l I ~ ,,._ 
.- 1:· ,,11 1 p horua- . 1 .1 .. , ;.:iciJ m .• ,, 

-~Jt. It wlis for me that'J esu~ eame tO autth l· 
~~ '~ lt tw{s for me, Jl 1di~ ~·~~· ~~·.t~~. ":U1 )'J-. · 111 i I · " · ·~c<-~:a • 1.(,..~ " -

t ,~~ or: e w.n!~Jl.t · ... d 
. , tfstl~ waa for me,,.ah fee, . it -wulor-tmel 
• ,<>< 1' 'll." , !n?E •· • Cf" i I llt'l 

ANNOUNCER-That'~~ Robert Clau8 1 •. ! sing
ing "It was f or Me"-the first number on our 
Easter broadcast tonight. 

• I) I 'IH I i I l 

ANNOVNCERt-M.isa Helen Pumfrey, of Chat
. ham, and P.rivate John Pierce. of London, 
now stationed flt Number 12 Basic' Training 
Centre here in Chatham.~ will sing j'Thc 

h ~ Ch rist of the Cross." 1 .. 1 1 
•
1 

.,; d • I' l: I • { .'IU,1 VIIHi 

~~~ !UMF,J}EY~~ND PRIVATE' ~flfR~ 
.. ' · On Calva'ri''s brow there was plant~d!a <}os8, 

Which 1ifted a man up to shame; ·it.. 
But He on the eross -.as the dear Son ot, J.iod, 
' Who died 1a lost world to reclaim. ' · 

• · n 1 ,. ; " 
I 1• 1 h Jnuun (I r lfl· ;;bsr ,: l ,: 

,,.1 Choru~ . , 'i 1 0 ·.,." ., ,..rl ll'tt!T'•.,. 

.ru The Ghrist of the d o!-8 :is t hF thdne b1 my 
') I lf<Xng, ( •·1o !j;JII' i/1 ,r .t 11'•11' 

: •,rn h!Jlhe wonderful Ghrist ,of tbe Cros8. 
,b!.!r~He .atonem~rrt hi$ made: H e mv, ramom, has 
n9V ~ paid, . •d t1 n '· a.f.l ~ ts un )*' 
e So I'll 'PTa fire trtm:'" • · ·• • o. !' J&:.Uti 
111-. The ohl'ist of1tlM cross!' ·Hi t .ru"~ 
,.. ,.,f ''"'' 1 .rt lu t J 1 T:-rlo ., •tr -.v, r .• riJ 
.-.,: 1 Le\ fP~~r,e, WJlO :will., lpralae tQe ,cr:Osl of t he 
, 1 ,l{ ~~~~, .I , .,~" ' ; r 1 rl r t f"'k 1· f·tL I4At 

• ••. I tCI'he:tOllrUt ~f rthet(!I)OM i8 m)lltbem~ ; 
.. 1 J,p~ tho~ tWfiil'!lJf~1c!lJP'M~Jt~~iJid .. ~ed 
j, r~ ...JCI'O¥! f ·,lfuf ·. h t ...... :>rU fi.rh · 1~1 ?d 
.. :.r orr "l'~.t<>n~),Yl tt~g «Aariet ~~ mdeerm·)hq 

I ,)' ' ' m rl J ""' 0 11Jr. !)~ (J l '',l( \( .. j ;t}l .. C., • • 
linl . t·~)ttt'ow , t(tn '· ·., . •l'n·•rrJ 

·,.J .. !the ChriatJo~lhe·tCrosa is the ~nwol my 
-~·,J ,J 1 aong; , 1il 1Jr' 1 .,,., ,. tt,t lxtt> ~u , i 

, 1 'tll14'1, The WOndfrfU\ Chrj~l~f\lH., ,,.~, J 
!J~ , J{ ton 'mei:rtHl, ft\i' I\'I'IJt1~0tf{ .t;~lh;. Of 
W(ll ( ,e 'h lis ~~· , .,ru; ::n ,. Y'·~ ~tt.'-1 J:'fffi~ 
..{)(G·IIl g JI {'llu • JI1...JJ Ul\Jo ~:l~~ti111a "dl ~.U 

o 'r P , 8& l1 !"-' 11 to '(f>. 11 ·,l 1"t'1 

The Christ of t he Cross. 

-·-
• 



ANNOUNCER-At this time, it i11 our pleasure 
to bring before the microphone, Captain the 

r Reverend E. C. Wood, pastor of the Regular 
•-.. Baptist Church in Chatham. Captain Wood 

returned from overseas a few days ago and 
he brings you a message from our Kent 
County men and women serving in England 
and on the continent. Captain Wood: 

CAPTAIN WOOD-Good evening friends ! I am 
not only delighted to be back in Chatham 
again, but also to be able to bring Easter 
greeline-s to you in the name of the many 
Kent County men and women servina- over
seas. It has been my privilege to meet many 
from this county in the various battle areas, 
a few among whom . we~l. Hadley, Ma-

,- - jora FQS!X. Carter and Steele; Nursing Sis
trr Or1 apd Codley ' al8o Bill Hill, .Fred 
~~~Alex Aikman, Bill Mul
hearn, Frank Needham, the Iverson brotbere, 
Bill Little, "Dutch" Scott, "Dinty" Moore, 
the Wilder boys and the Haggerty brothers 

•• 
1 

, of Wallacebura-, be:'ides many . others whose 
names escape '!le JUSt now, 1 
On behalf o! these and others from our 

·ls county eerving in the forces, I bring you the 
.:•• Easter message of "Life from Death" • .. 
· • ·which Ia tne 'glorious truth o! this seuon. 

,, I"'U 
·· Lite from Death t How ;paradocial, but yet 

how true. "Except a kernel of wheat fall into 
the JTOUnd and die, it abideth alone': but if 
it die it bringeth forth much fruit," so says 

. God's word and that is the Jaw of Seedtime 
and 'Harvest with which we see so familiar." 
But ft: i8 ' &leo the principle which operates 
in the Ntablishment and preservation of the 
institutJona, privileges and liberty which we 
in Canada enjoy so bountifully. ?den and 
women have given their lives to procure for 

• .,ur \14 what, we ·enjoy today. and many of the 
me.n who have gone from these parts have 
made. ,the ~ aacri&e for you and me; 

r ;;I IODla of t,beae lVhoee.na.mes I have mentioned, 
and mant. many more have bravely given 
tbelt' ldl W ~nJII rand out .-Privileges 
from the ~Y grasp•of the Hun .. ~;J. All 
that we enjoy of liberty and haJ>l?inea has 

Brl' beeo bro--.ht ~tbroua-'h eacriftce • ~)ore ~ter
nal debton to those who hav~ • f6rle before 
u,t1 j/Ournlifd ia aau.red by their ' deetht ••• 

h ·.,.'What ~n&tbrut7 ·rests updn ius t 1 firmly 
be~ieve that thoee ~ho have pald UUa a-reat 
pnee. woalcl-quickly teD UM they have no re
.,-eta if we could but hear them speak. 

Therefore, we muat not, weDARE not, fail 
''.f" theet·heroei I ,_Let ua realize ·their sacrf11ce is 

for u, and let u uae the liveS' for. the bet-
tenn~t.ao~ P.e,Q~ olJ8JlJl . ~t us not resort 
to aelftsh living~, either .now or when peace 
comea, but Jet iii band to tbose who follow 

_ _ u the privileges and benefita ot. our demo
cratic way of life ao!dearly bought. 

~-- .~ .... ,.- , •, r1 1 , • nr. :rr-

That i11 the message of Easter, for tomorrow 
we remember that "God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him ahould not per
ish, but have everlasting life." Christ died( 
to pay our debt of sin and to bring us back 
to God that we might live in Him. He gave 
Ilia life a ran11om for our souls, made it pos
sible for us to receive eternal life in all its 
fulness and privilege, by receiving llim into 

· our hearts, and dedicating our lives to Him 
and His service. I know you will not forget 
the gallant sacrifice of our brave Kent County 

- men, but will you also remember Christ 's sac
rifice for you ? Receive Him as your Saviour 
nnd live {or Ilim and ot hers. 

I l I ~'\ j''o(); of~'// J 

ANNOUNCER-And now we have & real treat. 
Roy Guymer, well-known Chatham violinist, 
is going to phly the inspiring "Ave Maria." 

/ 

GUYMER-Piayina "Ave Maria." 

ANNOUNCER- Part Two of our program to 
night finds us in ''The Heart of the Golden 

.,, • Acres" . • . that's the official slogan of the 
town of Blenheim, our subject for tonight. 
Your Almanac writer vi.sited Blenheim the 
other day . . . a day most towns would say 
was nn off-day as far as business was con
cerned . . . but he found it thriving and busy 
even in the early forenoon. He. wondered 
what the town would be like on a Saturday 
night, the night most towns enjoy their larg 
est business period. '"The busiest Saturday 
night Town in Canada" was the answer and 

. your Almanac writer could readily under-
' ,
1 

stand. I ,. 

Standing by tn our studio tonight is W. J . 
'· Baird. veteran post master who has held 

that position for 29 years. Mr. Baird is 
going to tell us something about Blenheim 
and its people. • 
I I " • II It 

ANNOUNCER-Now, Mr. Baird, you a:e'~post
master at Blenheim-l don't ,suppose there is 
tnyone more qualified to tell us when the ftrst 
post office was open~ fq ~lenheirn 01\rRond 

,Eau, a.s ~~ ~~. ~own. in}hc early ·1frJ/ 
BAIRD-The ~t11JOstoffice was o~ned ln')849 
r I «iarld Orrin ·~'was the first ,l)OStmastei-: In 
.~ • 186~ John C&•anausrh Wa.s appoin£ecfr and 

when he d.ied In 1866, J . K: Morris wu a~ 
pointed. Be continued until 1916 wben.l ~ 

. eeived the tJII)OinbDCll~ J ; 
..-..: ,_. - .. • ~ I ... r -4.. 1...-:-- :; ':1 - ~ '""1f" . - 1 

ANNOUN~lriglJt : ·. ~ now that we~e off 
to a fine start, do you know bow Blellheim 

ns J got its name1 We are alwar• interested in 
those detail•- · · • · 

" • I "lfd T:>J. ' H .. .• t.rfl 

B~inle":iSu 'wed;ine . . ·. here is:~h.ti 
· ,llave been 'told. It a~, one night 1in the 

, ·~;., ~~t1t_?a!t.}'H ~ ~ 1"¥qlcli·in .Bx:~ndai'C'B ·-- - - - ___ ,._ __ ----L-... _____ • . 

----~~--~~~~ ---· 



' 

loir cabin, one of the first houses erected in 
the settlement. Mungo Sampson, father of 
the late Dr. Sampson, recited Robert 
Southey's poem, "The Battle of Blenheim." 
3ampson recited that poem so forcefully that 
the gathering decided then and there to name 
their village .. . Blenheim . . . after the fa
mous victory of the War of the Spanish Suc
cession which the Duke of Marlborough won 
over the French in 1704. It is an interes ting 
fact that the seat of the Dukes o! Marlbor
ough, the family line of Winston Churchill is 
named Blenheim, having been established by 
the First Duke of Marlborough, one of the 
greatest British Generals of all t ime. 

ANNOUNCER-Our Almanac writer tells us that 
the first settler in the area waa a man by 
the name of Richard Chute, who built hia 
cabin west of the Communication Road, oppo
site the site where the Cadillac now ,.tands. 
Ia he right? 

BAIRD-Quite right. And that Brundage cabin, 
I mentioned a moment ago was built on the 
site now occupied by Knight Brothers' Gar
are where the old Vester House used to be. 
It might also be interesting to note that the 
first school in the district was built in 1843, 
on what is now the Dave Irving property in 
the e.Nt end of the town, before t he townsite 
of Blenheim was laid out . 

A{.. ::>UN.CER-Over a hundred years ago, rather 
mteresting that ... I wonder if anyone ever 
kept a record of the first pupils to attend 
that school. 

BAIRD-Oh yes. In a paper prepared by Mr. Ir
ving and our High School PrincipaJ, J ohn Gil
chriat,-which was presented before the Ro
tary Club recently-the first pupils are re
corded as children of such pioneers as the 
Sampaons, the Pickeringa, the Morrisons, the 
M.eGregors, and the Frasers. A man by the 
name of McQuarie was the ftnt teacher. He 
uaed to board with the parenta of his schol
ars and the • more pupils eent by any one 
family-the longer the teacher stayed there. 
He only got a couple of dollars extra a month, 
you know. 

. v . , 
ANNOUNCER-When did the ftnt stOre open in 

the community, Mr. Baird 7 
~\:\.t 
BAmD-The Pass brothers arrived about 1846, 

and started a pioneer tradin~ concern. Their 
shop was located on the aite later occupied 
by A. L. Biaonnett'a store. Later Erastus ' 
Burke dealt in dry goods and groceriea : • •• 
Jarnea English and Jamea F1etcher were 
shoemakers . . . Joseph Meredith and J ames 
WUey ran blacksmith abope ; . • • E. W. Os- . 
borne dealt in furniture and William Mallory 
opera~ a sta~e to Chatham, aa also did Let - ----- ----

Edmunds, a famous horseman in those days. 
As time went on .. . industries began to lo
cate here ... there was a foundry and fac
tory owned by the Halla; . . . t hey made 
!arm machinery and so on ; George Morgan 
ran a saw and planing mill and sash and door 
factory, and Adoniram Lane operated a car
riage and wagon shop. J . B. Coates ha.d a 
stave mill, and Ruther!ords ran a flour mill. 
The Flater's and Cox's were celebrated 
builders of buggies and farm implements. 

ANNOUNCER-Well, Blenheim seems to have 
got off to a good start. How about churches ? 

BAIRD-In the days of the early settlers, reli
gion was an important part of their lives. 
I have been told the first church services in 
the C()!lllmunity were held in the old school 
I just mentioned. But in 1847, the Baptista 
became orranized and held meetings in va
rious homes. In 1865, the Wesleyan 'Meth
odist Church was built on the site of the 
former Methodist Church. It is now the Ro
man Catholic Church. The Presbyterians 
built their church in 1856 and the Angliams 
also built about that same time. Those were 
the days when the ministers received their 
pay in pork, grain, bee! and cheese donated 
by members of his congregat ion. 

ANNOUNCER-Now, Mr. Baird, . . . Do you re
call anyone, mentioning the names of somE 
of these pioneers • • • . families who helped u 
make Blenheim and the Township of Harwicl 
part of this great garden of Ontario 1 

BAffiD-Well-There were the McGuigans .. 
the Hartfords . .. the Smiths ... the May 
nards ... the Sterlings .. . the Steeles .• 
the Craip . . . the Ebanks . . . the McPher 
sons . . . the Peggs . .. the McDougalls an• 
the M.eGregora . . • The McGregors I migh 
add have had five generations on the sam 
farm. · 

ANNOUNCER- Back in the old days, every tow 
had ita unique characters. Persona- wh 
helped to keep things gay with their od 
r emark& and good natured nonsense. Di 
Blenheim ever have anybody like. that 7 

BAlRD-(wfth a laugh)-Yes. Blenheim DJ 
have a number of characters back in the 7fY 
I remember such per80D8 as Charlie Cop 
land. Charlie kept a grocery store. His f 
vorite mutterings were, ' 'Poor Charlie. Po 
Charlie. Poor enough, God knows."-Al 
Sam and Robert Crosby, Paddy Glenn. Mr 
Dunn and Felix Gurney who were in a ell 
by themselves with their Irish wit and hw 
or. Then. there was Biddy DunJop ; •• t 
fortUJle teller and tailoress. No one • • • 8l 
before or since • . • dressed u she did. 
surveyor, Shennan Malcolm came to tO' 
and he WAS a character. He always we 

·---.............. .. -...-.-. ........... _________ -



rl :JI r a silk hat and frock coa.t and very seldom 
11

- 4 cut his hair. Us kids used to yell "Bats" at 
t r him and he would chase us for a block or 

1 two .. i' much to our delight. 
l•t h ... , ... 

ANNOUNCER-How about doctors ?. These men 
always play a prominent part in the pioneer 
life of four towns. 

BAIRD-W-e-l-l. Along in 1852, Dr. Charles 
Tosser opened a practice in Rond Eau1 now 

, Blenheim. He later had a partner, Dr~ Mc
Cully. A little later, Dr. Van Velsor, Dr. 
Sampson began a practice. Dr. Sampson 

. 4t.arted the first newspaper in the di}!trict. 
1, l called "The Rondeau Newa." . 01 

• 1. \o c1 () I I t I • "l'' f ( 

ANNOUNCER-Oh, yes, I was going to ask you 
1• 1 ~ut the town newspaper. .Have you only 
rt l~'"pqe _paper in .Blenheimlv·o ...... t&rl) 

1, r .,.. · t ~ · ., 
ij~'Yes, •. Tiie News-Tribune. Dr ... Sampson 
•n aDd Joseph Ash start(!(! the New• in11874, 
.. rr bUt in•1888 it was changed to the· Blenheim 
z u Newa,when Andre1V Denholm became iu edi
Y', ·tor. i.-M .. ~while -another pa~r •. The ,Tribune, 

wae atarled by Theo Piclcmngt Wben 'J. M. 
Denholm acquired the News in 1902, he amal

hu gamated with the Tribune. Leonard Pegg 

1 anc:l R. G. Shearer took <>ver th~ paper in 
w "1938. Leonard is the editor today. Hia part-

ner, Capt. Shearer returned from overseas 
where he served in Italy with tbe Cttuadia~ 
Anny Service Corps. 1 

' ' 
1 •1 J • 

ANNOUNCER-Mr. Baird . . . I've been told 
that Blenheim had quite a Lacrosse team 
in the old days. I believe you were mentioned 

• 88 one of the team's foremost players. 

BAIRD-Oh, I was just one of the players. There 
were others on the team better than I was. 
The Club in 1897 was known 88 the Kents, 
and we were district championa for some · 
years. 

·lliiOG • 
ANNOUNCER-f think our listeners would be ln

~~~fl;,m« wJPtvel-i'dd "that team.·: 
i 

BAIRD-If I remember right those who played : 
on that ~~~e~ 1Billi4t·~ fiPd Johnny .~ 
S~UEin n as )}e}d. C.4P~tna: .:A.rt _Cox, .Aah- : . 
toif m · Stb1(ea~UShefid.al Waper, 
ShYler ~I IBe&'l QiettDo•'St.enton, W. 
IAbdok. . .J:Iob Ppw~D A. G,.,S~~n, Frank i 
Kni~hts, , and tbe t~ree Burke bOys, Jim, Ait : 
and Saftir,)t·t~xw. ·-to taor~ • : 

&J ~~<t?.0H "f1"';11J00 T~3>J. • : 
ANNOUN · ''~v)f 'v' for~ 

to mention ~[!ff\wn 'wal .. ~eoNV\rated T ' 
no §buu.ppiif.fd\-el~r?:r.r • ~Y" • 

aA="IliTO a~ A. 
:\ BAIRD-Let's see. The Municipality wu i.ncor-

heim was incorporated a~ a town. The first 
mAyor wa.s A. L . Bisnett, still serving as head 
of the council; the reeve was J. K. Morris, 
the postmaster and the coancil consisted ofT. 
S. Bell, James Cox. W. Hammond, F. Can
naird ( A. Lane and John Mulholland. 

,m· 
ANNOUNCER-What about hth& present day 

mayor and council? I 
t l "I I I );t ' I 

BAIRD- Roy Warwick is our Ma.yor today; Gor
• · don Knight8 is the reeve; and the councillors 
· • are W. G. Gordon, Alex Bo~an, Peter Ryan, 

,. William 13raithwa.ite, John Jenner and Dr. 
J. Graham. P: S. Shillington is our town 
clerk and has been since 1906. His family. 

,. is -one ot the oldest in the diitrict.' 
! 'I ,., :J lQ I It J'{ ,. 

ANNOUNCER ~nd jwst what comprises the en
terprisin~ ton of Blenheim '1 Your fndull-
tries, I mean 1 l ' 

BAIRD!-wet liave two ' large elevators, one ot 
.whi<:h is the largeSt in Kent County. They 
belong to W : G. Thompson, the present M.in

r ister of Lattlfs • and Forests; Warwick and 
f' ·' Sons are 1 ~neral ~ntractors and Canada's 

largest shippers of seed corn. S. Scoyne and 
Sons are cement Contractors and Manuf~ 

1 •1 turers of cement vaults. Ther@__ is the Mal-
1ri·~1 lory, Har4<ware Products; the Glen ~urvis 
~J· MAchine JL.Dd Tool Company; r T. Howard 

.&.James <>n1on Storag~; the Blenlfeim Canners 
and the new Kent Fruit Growers' Co-opera 
tive with a 40,000 bushel storage. We also 
have Wm. Knights and Sons, drovers, who 
ship annually from this district an average 
of 30,000 hogs as well as many thousand 
cattle. And there is the Blenheim Cream
ery, one of the largest and best equipped 

··-· · ········-··l>lAnte in Ontario.·· It processes 2,500 quarta 
of milk per day and makes 300,000 pounds of 
butter per annum. 

• I : 

ANNOUNCER-What ·e1~~ \na~es u~ -the tm f 
You haven't mentioned the population. 

BA~Jl~tJa~naJ~: Blenhei; ~~-·~ 
)A.!l~atiownof 5 . 'r.eJLI~ pave pveehureh~ " db) h hltf' seb6ol, t~ '4rte hotebl 

-t11e' nd th~ "Blenh~im: several 
garages, greenhouses and one of !}1~ _ flpee~ 

.<CI OE: ~\lcPUtiliWit()JnUDid;t · 1 in f)je 3c'dwftry 
~en tnere1i•£he~t_Francis Roman Catho-t 

lie J4oil0t~i).; :H3 V.O · 
~ 

ANNO'OOOEYt~ f/ Jd/ Mr. Baird. yoJ 
· folka out at ~enheim. must be pretty pro~ 

of your town. We hope you have enjoy~ 

<.\nuo ') t~tf~~~tpjlf~~~· foil~ « yotti 
woula"li1te a copy, Write w the Family AJ..(~ 

..._.. .:. 'tt!~~i~th\un ~n(l _ one will · 
. mailed. It 18 youn for the asking. Th 

" , porated u a police villace in 187 4 and the :i. 
council ~eld ita first meeting January 4, 1875 . . 
A. L: Bumett was the reeve. In 1885 Bien- j ... =· _... 

• -- "D-l -..1 ., 1"~:.:: .• you aga.m. ·•~.n - Q~~.&n~;-and good night: -· ;:, .,.. . t 



l<'IUST ANNOUNCER-And hen• is a message of 
particular interest to sugar-beet growers. 

SECOND ANNOUNCER-I understand so many 
r calls are beillJl rt.>eeived from farmei-8'anxious 
' to contract for sugar-beets that field men of 

the sugar company cannot take care of them 
Rll immediately. 

I 
FIRST ANNOUNCER-Yes, I hear that with 
,, field labour promised by the time the beeta 

• , are ready for thinning, more and more far
mers are ready to conlract and many have 

1 announced their intentions of increasing 
, 

1 

their su~r-bcet acreage. , ;
1 

,, 

II I I I tl I 
SECOND ANNOUNCER-$ugar-beet growers 

are therefore asked to be patient as the field 
w · men are making t.heir rounds aa quickly aa 

o-~t~ . ~ss_ible BJ?~ 1~ill be i~ ypur vicinity as soon 
as time pernutS. • !'. ... ;,- · , __ ! _ 

FIRST ANNOUNCER-Growers tell ua that1the 
v augar-bee~ crop is most profitable beCause 
· · · sugar-beets are a cash crop and return "·high 
~~~ value per acre--in fact, excellent when com

:~·1 i pared wit}(· any other · crop the farmer can 
i, grow.- r / • 

S.ECO~ A~~CER-1 am told the pr~ce for 
~ugar-b s this year is tht; same ~ laat 

~ 
1 

yea r. n 1944, after paying for labour the 
. ~ .~ farm~~~ return ~as . over $7)?,00 pe,r acre. 
~ '&' • ) Jo'lft:il ·u;~n u.' I •Si 

"""'"' ffll ')~J (.~ " ( I ~ rl1 f''l I i: 
A ~t' 1 •I ... ,., 

[111, II! 

L £~~e~ to.·. ·, .a:m·,t z -.~. 
~ ,uo.t , .Uq« ,,;.Jilll J'IIIJ I ; rf IJt { 

: 041 \Ofll~ ~:;.:,. ~ENT :·~CO,l:J~~Jtit ,..:r 
. < ~J.~~·~ f.A~I~¥, .A:~~ANAC 

t 
I -

: ':J ' 1 ., .(f tc brw . f ·~ ·, : ~~~re~ ~t!J!~~~~ y ~~ r~.9 :30 p.M. 
OvER CFCO. Jd 

The average price wae $12.52 per tons which 
mean's the gross return per acre was $112.50 
for factory delivered beets and $105.75 at 
out8ide points. This, of course, WIUI the 
average, and hundreds of fanners realized 
much more than thi!'. 

FIRST ANNOUNCER-Producing sugar-beets is 
like buying victory bonds- you help the 
war effort and your own pocket-book. (Pause) 
Most frequent remarks from last year's 
growers. 

SECOND ANNOUNCER-I wish I had put in 
more sugar-beets. (Pause) . Now the far-
mers are really doing it. . 

• .c#/ !10 - J1 I }C 

ANNOUNCER-And ' thus, having brought you 
Chapter Seven .'J: • Kent County Family Al
manac lea yes the. air to return aa-ain ,.:.at 
Thursday, ~arne· time when we will salute 
the newspa~r editors and authors of Kent 

a. and ib! surrounding counties. Meanwhile, 
here's a thought for the day .. . MOST MEN 

" HAVE •MORE COURAGE THAN THEY 
.lll .THEMSELVES 1JUNK THEY HAVE. 
-Ia. • ' r ' 
)t' So long, friends and neighbors. Lou of good 
1
' Juck and until Thursday, keep smiling, Good 

night, a.lJ. 't.,"' .., 
1 

• 

H 't1' 11 ' _ T EME-( p to• end). 
, I fi 'I. 

I. ,. • r 'I J. p· ,. , 

I I . '. ,./ 
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REPRINT OF BROADCAST OVER CFCO . 
Thursday, April 5th, 1945 . . 

' 
Chatham, Ontario 

ANNOUNCER-Pret~enting 41Kent County Fam
ily Almanac." 
. • · • . ""' u 'lV bnn , 

TH.EME--(In and hold back of announcer.) 

.- ~OIJNCER--Jl.etl~i~ t he rhythm anq flow 
; of:thia Jreat aa-riculturil eouQty and those 

• surrounding i t ..• comes Kent Couhty Fam
~ · · ily Almanac . : •• a program that changes as 
J the community changes; alive with vivid 

pictorea of our towna, our cities and our peo
ple. Anything and everything that happens 
in this rich-garden-land of Ontario is grist 
for the mill of the Almanac. .. 

l'HEMF--IUp to' ~d) • .. ' ; • ,. •l ;.Jilr.~~~ 
' • f' I I . r 

~OtJNCER_!_Thit~ is Chapter Eight, Kent 
-\. .~ ., .Cou,pty F\Jnily Almanac. Tonight, we sal

••r· · ute · t he weekly newspaper publil!lhers of 
Southwestern Ontario and pay tribute to that 
band of men and women who are playing 

·!"iJ ,auch an important part in the life of their 
!Jl· • ~ommunity. The speaker is one otl these 
1tl . newspaper publishers who will tell you why 
.-i the weeJdy . newspaper in- your district is 

worthy of your support. , We wilJ also hear 
'(l • . talk on Kent County authors and poets, 
J•u sijme of · whom are scattered to the four 
~ r. ,, ~~ra .of the earth, There will be fine 
~~~~11;~. uq,~e. •Ul. wel~ome home ,latet\t arri
.,.~~9! JY~'.~~~ .. ~m~. ! rom ~~eas. 
~u-e. :Up •A end)'. I . . r ~· - -
!'f~ ,.. r.' . .. ~9:'\'"' 

A~OWCER-Out: · ftrst u1WJieal . ~~mJJer to
. · ~· llfill,t ·is a musical selection b{ that , nimble-

-brtt COhliotf th ;'"'.~tuf') .:~·we , .\. .. t•s 
' u · artist, ~,.~d. ql"V)lle hu h is 

" t:" g'Oing to be, . . ;:m~ iM ~ 1-

1!41t..WINr•' . .. • liJ~ .,_· !tw "·· enG 
~HCift'Jt•a !~Jc •EJeLr • ntopd you ilke it. 

.:..!....~ L'-'~_:JitltiMiai.puo a., P.ad ,11u8 
-...:9AJrn..T~· tlnel~Dfb!a 'jO\mi • 

.. n h~M!Ill t11 hH· • •• '{! uo• 
\nl'j,8o!JB'-.AccordlOD :notnbeJ:.· ,, I tl'dl lCl t'l,ble 

~ '•fi"" II; , I {J . I ( 't<' "t I .J~,, t\ , . -...! 
CEa .~2ad: :lloWshtl'lds~elcoma home 

ll{L IH mbet;·~ftour you« b~who.ftturned 
' , D() ~t9m oveneu~urinrthittaut' week. f'Wel~ 

1,:) .... «UJte homt! to L. B. 'Fred !Fenton · of. 651 

1 

... Queen Street, Chatham •. • Able bodied Sea
man R. J. Kelly, 58 Murray Street, Chatham 
..• Cpl. John Olliphant of Presden . , . Pte. 
Charles .McRitchie, Zone Township . . . Pte. 

·ttV' Tom Jennings, of Bothwell f'Q • .and ILA.C. 
-nu 1. E. Benedict, · Coneesalon !our, Chatham 

--.,;,; Gore. , · • · )( "!l8 OJ ( .:U~ 
( . 

ANNOUNCER-Ailother musical number is up 
now and Miss Corine Carron, a guest artist 
in our studio tonight is going to sing that 
lovely selection "Horning." 

MISS CARRON-Singing . 

ANNOUNCER-Thank you, M.i.ss Carron ..• To
morrow, April 6th the weekly newspaper 
publishers qf Southwestern Ontario hold 

' their annual convention Jn Chatham. To
nigh(, Kent County Family Almanac salutes 
this group of men and women who are play
ing such an important role in their commun
ity. We have in our studio tonight one of 

!.. these publishers, Mr. Leonard P egg, editor 
of the Blenheim News-Tribune. Mr. Pegg is 
vice-president of the Southwestern Weekly 

-rr · Newspapers' Association. He is going to 
·, tell us of the trials and tribulations of 
· the Weekly Newspaper editors during war

.., time, ~nd he has a, message we lptow will 
_
1 0 be of mterest to us all. Mr. Pqg: 

PEGG-Good evening, ladies and gentleben' • • . 
•. ,; It'a a pleasure to have this opportunity of 
100 speakill,&' to the ~adio a udience OQ behalf 
tr of the., w bliahers Q~ weekly ~ew.spapers in 

. SQqt;Jrwe~ Optario. .f • • • 1 • • . · 

Those who leave th~~ pkts and '~6 out into 
.~.the .. worW. ... w~th .. tbe fee~. ~t:theft can 

~. find rreater self-satis!~tion &Dd Jnappmess 
~ .her. jut.~~ here-~ ~,,,.¢fer 

0 area ~ent. !~M~~turn 

~r,~~ ~v:r £h;r~~{~~er~r:e; 
.. o~'l4Q~ gr~ . ' 1/ fJ'II !.Jn 1 

.J11 Wben t~bofe W1J.0 ~ OftW~ Wflte1home 
ilt '·ar!d te11 ~·&hOw b~utiful J!hlilabd;~ee 

wu1 Belgium· Jf! . . • but they etfll ptefer 
t &)at.hw•tertt"'ntarlo to- atJYthfhlr ~ave 

seen . . . they're not kidding the folkJ back' 

··------------·-......--------- - ........ --....... -·----·-..__.__......_...,;..;..o..._--.-~ 
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home. There may be a little home-sickness 
involved, but when we hnve fellows from 
New Zealand tell us they think this part of 
Ontario is the nicest spot on earth outside 
their own home town .. . it is proof that 
we are not simply disillusioned. 

Southwestern Ontario is indeed a grand _ 
place to call home • . . and each and every 
community in it is a grand place to Jive. 
Southwestern Ontario communities-and 
here 1 am speaking of the communities out
side the cities-are lively centres. The peo
ple who Jive in them are progressive and 
interested in the better things of life. There 
is very lit tle to stand in their way when 
they are in the pursuit of happiness. 

( • 1'1 

We have no slums in these Southwestern On
tario communities • . . no juvenile delin
quency to speak of . •. 

We have instead, our good way of life with 
our churches, our service clubs ... our lodges 
.• . our farm groups ..• our women's insti
t utes and all t hose things whi~h city dwellers 
are inclined to look upon as 'simple' ... but 
which we know ia really down-to-earth liv
ing .. • and which we would not trade for 

· all the street cars and r ush-rush, which af
ter all, are about the main things city people 
have that we have not . We do not have to 
put up with stuffy city air and seek refuge 
from the strain of daily toil in an artificial 
park. We live in a veritable natural park 
all the time. 

Our fanners of Southwestern Ontario are 
some of the most prosperous people on the 
face of th is earth. Any farmer in any of 
our communities who docs not think he is 
well off ... needs but to look around him
self, take a little stock of his well-being as 
well as that of his family and ask himself 

· if he would trade places with anyone else. 
You can't beat farming in Southwestern On-
tario. ~ I t:9tfiJ, '11 f,c ) : j "f 

:, Now, what .. rriakes our communit ies what"' 
l "' they are f ' 1 · have already mentioned our 
r:i churches, aerviee tlubs, lodges and our farm 

groupe ••. There ia more behind thia life out-
ot111 sid~ ~~et-ci~ea, however. . . '"nT 
''::, It fi 'a fad that we all know our neighbors
' 

1 
that everyone knows Farmer Brown· who 

'tJ Mrs. Brown wq before she wu married, and 
~~"'" the flrilt 1lalites of .U the little Browns. We 

aylnpatliize With Mrs. Jones, the storekeep
~ er's wife, who had to have an operation • •. 

and we wonder when the love atfair between 
·Jrll Jimmy O'Neill and Dot Mcintosh will eul
.,. m.inate. in & new family taking ita place in 
'I ., the .life o(. our .eo~unity. Now, thla is 

where the weekly newspaper fits into the 
picture. . ..._ I I 

-----·-

II 

Your weekly newspaper 1s something the 
people .of the community demand~. Every 
person in the community reads the home 
town newspaper ... everyone has a pet nam 
for it . .. you've heard all of them ... B 
everyone has a particular interest in it. 

There is a cer tain amount of satisfaction 
in reading about your neighbor's doings . .. 
or even in reading about what you have 
been doing you rself. You read the reports 
of the Red Cross Drive . .. how many blood 
do nors turned out for the last clinic . .. and 
how much money i t will take to put the 
home town over the top in the Victory Loan 
Drive ... You are interested in who the new 
officers of the Women's Missionary Society 
are, and you agree or disagree with what one 
of the columnists puts forth. You never 
miss the local news. 

Then, of course, you never miss the want 
ads and you read the other ads to see what 
specials the stores have for the week . . . 
You keep up with what the Wartime Prices 
and Trade Board is doing . . . the Department 
o! Labor and the Minister of Finance issues 
as a guidance to the public in their business 
of running a country at war. You read of 
the sugar shortage and sec the advertise
ments of the Sugar Company which knows 
the situation and is doing all that is possible 
to provide sugar so essential in our daily life. 

And the weekly newspaper is just as esse 
tial in the life of our communities as is the 
municipal council-even the mayor. 

In one of the towns I am speaking about, the 
newspaper editor and the mayor are the same 
person ..• I refer to Phil Fader, editor of 
the Leamington Post and News .• • who is 
mayor of that busy town. 

,, In nearly every town ~nd village, the weekly 
,, . newspaper publisher is a rather important 

man in the life of the community as well u 
being an outstanding contributor t{) the good 
of the eommunity through hfa newspaper. 
Y;ou will find publishers h~ding l he R~ 
Cross branches •.• presidents of the' serv-

_., 

,JI 

ice clubs, masters of t he lodges, presidents 
of the )>aseball. hockey and golf clu\m; . • • 
secretarif!f of all types of organlzations 
.chairman of church boards and ~u~tend~ 
ents of Sunday Schools. ' 

"If • 

One of the weekly publishers in our district 
Ernie whbrook, of . the Rodney Mercury' 
Sun, has an outstanding record in municipal 
service! including the wardenship of' 'Elgin 
County • . . and at present he is vice-pre
sident of the Ontario Motor League. Senator 
.La.easse, of Tecumseh, publisher of t he Maple 

": Leaf, or ~ Feu ill~ D'ERable, _an outstkn~ 
trlt, weekly paper, pnnted half tn Freneb: a& 

hal! in English, is one of our members. Our 
announcer hu told you of the area oovered 

- ·----
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by the association I represent in this talk 
tonight. But let me add to that .... weekly 
newspapers in Southwestern Ontario arc 
playing a vital part in the life of such pro
gressive centres as Amhcrstburg, Kingsville. 
Essex, Leamington, Tilbury, Wallaceburg, 
Petrolia, Dresden, Strathroy, Forest, Ridge
town, Blenheim, Watford, Glencoe, Alvinston, 
Rodney, West Lorne, Dutton, Thamesville, 
llighgate, Merlin, Wheatley, Oomber and 
Bothwell. 

I would like to mention the names of the 
Newspapers and their publishers in each 
place, but t ime does not permit and you peo
ple who live in these centres know them all. 
Weekly newspaper editors have their war
time problems, too. Anyone familiar with 
the staffs in your country weekly six years 
&&'0 would notice vast changes now. Boys, 
who. used to operate linotypes and run press
es are driving tanka or airplanes ... helping 
in the job of preserving freedom of the press 
and freedom for all the people. 

Many publ.iahers themselves have gone into 
the services. I have in mind Charlie Ross, 
of the Dresden News; "Chick" Spence, of 
the Strathroy Age-Despatch and my own · 
partner, Russ Shearer, of the Blenheim 
News-Tribune. Many publishers have sons 
or daughter in uniform: 

Filling- the places of those who went into 
the services has indeed been a big job for 
the publishers. Many have their wives and 
their daughters as regular members of the 
s ta1f. Two women constitute the entire staff 
of one of t he .newspapers here in our dis
trict. 

The weekly publisher will also be playing an 
important part in helping the boys who re
turn from military service ... when the war 
is over which we all hope will be soon. 

And in conclusion • •• let me say that a JOOd 
weekly neWspaper is an asset to any com
munity • •• the more co-operation the people 
of the community give the publisher in the 
form of aubscriptioiUI, advertising, and print
ina", the better will be the newspaper and 
the etrona-er will be the community. The 
weekly publisher is just like any other busi
ness man . . • he never gets rich from his 
newapaper . . . and he does deserve a J[ood 
Iivina in return for all he does for his tOwn 
or district. 

Yea, people living in towns and in the dis
trict. surrounding the towns should real
ize that the better they patronize their local 
merchants and support their local news
paper • • . the atro~er and better will their 
community be • . . and the stronger t he com
munity .... the richer life will be in it. 

Z.l 

ANNOUNCER-Thank you, Mr. Pegg. One cau 
readily realize the advantages of living in 
the homey atmosphere of our rural com
munities. After listening to your remarlu 
tonight, I am almost convinced that if there 
were radio stationR in some of your districts 
. . . even radio announcers would like the 
free and easy life of your towns nnd villages. 

ANNOUNCER- Here are the Shreve Sisters .. . 
Artis .. . Norma ... and Carol. You have 
heard them before on our program and to
ni~ht they have a number we think you 
will like. It's "Irish Lullaby." 

Go ahead, girlR. 

SHREVE SISTERS--Sing. 

MR. PEGG-This is Leonard Pegg again, ladies 
and gentlemen. I understand the next talk 
will be on Kent County authors and I have 
been asked to introduce the speaker .... 
Mr. Victor Lauriston. Mr. Lauriston is a 
modest man and may not mention himself 
during the course of his remarks. Let me 
say that Mr. Lauriston is one of the most 
capable writers and authors in the whole 
of Ontario. His books include a mystery 
novel "The Twenty-First Burr"-the volume 
on Arthur Stringer for the Makers of Cana
dian Literature series and its amusing little 
companion work-''Postscript to a Poet" and 
above all his great biographical novel "In
glorious Milton." He is one of the best in
formed men on Kent County history and I 
am sure what he has to uy will be of great 
interest. Ladies and gentlemen • . . Mr. 
Lauriston. 

MR. LAURISTON-Thank you Mr. Pegg. It's a 
pleasure to be introduced by the capable and 
eloquent editor of the Blenheim News-Trib
une; just as it is also a pleasure to tell our 
hearers a few facts about some of the writ
ers who have brought distinction to Kent 
County. 

I am wondering if we could call Major J ohn 
Richardson a Kent author 1 More than a 
century ogo his "Wacousta," a romance of 
Pontiac's seige of Detroit, was a best seller 
in old London. As a boy of 16, Richardson 
retreated up the Thames with Procter and 
Tecun:u~eh, and was taken prisoner at Mora
viantown. 

Richardson, I guess, is ·a border-line case. 
But Archibald Lampman definitely belongs 
to us. Born in 1861 in the Anglican rectory 
still standing on No. 21 highway j ust south 
of Morpeth, Lampman belonged to t hat bril
liant group of early Canadian poets which in
cluded Roberts and Carmen. 

.. ·---Almost a contemporary of Lampman was 
Tom Macinnes. Born at Dresden in 1867, 

--- ---· 
~--_...__...._._,..... -· 



.. at the age of five Tom's parents found him In h1s Chatham days Jenkins, who had a 
gift for rapid-fire, melodramatic plot, pro
duced about half the one-reel scenarios used 

' in the early era of the silent films. NC\t 
· :paper work at Fort William familiarized h1 

• a stowaway on one of the small ocean-going 
craft that in those days still docked at Dres
den. In later years, l\Iaclnnes fulfilled that 
early promise by becoming Canada's leading 
author ity on t he Orient. Lampman's poetry 
is delicate and formal; Macinnes· verse is 
robust and defies tradition. But the two 
poets have a curious bond; for in later years 
Lampman's daughter married a son of Tom 
Macinnes. ;, £ -,z 

1 with Northern Ontario, the scene of his two 
novels, "The Timber Pirate" and "The Reign 
of Brass"; but the latter novel starts in a 
town surprisingly like Chatham with a law 
firm alarmingly reminiscent of the once fa
mous Stone, Gundy and Brackin. 

Robert Barr, a native of Glasgow, Caught 
school in Raleigh. In 1876 he came back 
f rom Windsor to marry Eva Bennett, a Ra-
leigh girl. The same year the Detroit Free 
Press sent Barr a cheque for a contribution 
and asked him to join its staff. Barr quit 
teaching to become famous as a humorist 
under the pen name of "Luke Sharp"; and 
under his own name as a novelist. A brother, 
James Barr, whose career did not touch 
Kent, was also a novelist. 

The McKishnie's were another writing fam
ily. Jean McK.ishnie better known under her 
married name of Jean Blewett was a native 
of New Scotland, near Rondeau Park. She 
wrote a novel as long ago as 1885 and was 
on one occasion Kent's best paid poet. The 
Chicago Tjmes-Herald offered a $600. prize 
for the best poem on spring: and J ean 
Blewett of New Scolland, Kent County, won 
that prize. Her brother, Archie McKishnie, 
wrote his first novel "Gaff Linkum" in 1907. · 
The Talbotville of "Gaff Linkum" js unques
tionably .Morpeth; and though his place 
names are fictitious, most of McKishnie's no
vels deal with Kent scenes and characters. 

Three children of the lat e Venerable Arch
deacon Sandys were writers. Edwyn W. 
Sandys became editor of Outing, the lead
ing outdoor magazine of b is day. His book 
"Trapper Jim," is a classic of outdoor life. 
A sister, Mrs. Grace E. Denison, was one 
of Canada's first women journalists; her con
tributions to Saturday Night under the pen
name of "Lady Gay" were f amiliar to read
en of many years ago. A third member of· .. 
the family, Lucy Sandys, who died in 1948, 
also wrote prose and verse. 

Then there are the O'Hara boys. Geotf 
O'Hara's stuttering song about K-katy and 
the C-cowshed was a popular item of the last 
war; one of perhaps three hundred produc.
tiona which include maybe 60 books. But 
few people remember that an elder brother, 
F. C. T. O'Hara, a tower of strength to the 
civil service at Ottawa, varied the tedium of 
official work by producing an amuainr book, 
,.Snapshots of Boy Life." 

Forty years ago Charles Christopher Jenkins 
was a fellow reporter of mine on the News. 
Later, he was a rival reporter on the Planet. 

~--------~--~ ·- ·--··------

To the earlier era belongs Augustus Bridle, 
who now, in his 70's, is musical critic of the 
Toronto Star. Bridle worked on a farm near 
Fletcher and graduated brilliantly from the 
C.C.L and Toronto University. His biographi
cal novel "Hansen" closely touches Kent and 
Chatham; his town of Plainsville is W}QUes
tionably Chatham and its :folk our owp peo-
ple of the early 90's. [ •. 
In 1883 the newly organized Macau) Club 
gave its first banquet as a farewell t young 
Thomas O'Hagen, departing princip of St. 
Joseph's Separate School. Half a century 
later the distinguished Dr. Thomas O'Hagan 
came back as guest of honor at t he fiftieth 
Club banquet. In the interval he had pub
lished a host of plrutsant volumes of essays, 
travel and above all, poetry. 

lost outstanding of Kent's writers is Arthur 
Stringer, born in a now shabby. bouse ) A COlborne Street in 1874. In Chatham 

· spent hi6 - boyhood, and indulged in 
Thames River piracies depictea in his "Lone-

t C"J ' • ly O'Malley." In later years he made hi~ 
.I I ... · ~ ··· h summer orne at Shadow Lawn on Lake Er ie. 

His nostalgic longinz f or h is old home town 
is betrayed by glancing at references and 
familiar names in many of his novels. In 
the greatest of these, "The Wine of Life," 
t he CanadiAn scene is unmistakably Kent. 
Even if Stringer's prose works, ftfty of them, 

1 \n 1 0 ··} had .never been written, he .would still on 
- the strength of his poetry alone rank as 

•Chatham'a greates t IK>n. 1 

And-well, I have time J; ft onil" ~~~l~~ize 
•H •• to a host of other Kent writere whose good 

work really deserves but cannot ~eceive men
tion. Some time, when the Kent Oounty 
Family Almanac can give me a full e'{en-
ing, rll be able to diaeuss them all. , 

ANNOUNCER-Thank you, Mr. Laurisf9n . • . 
Kent County Family Almanac has in mind 
juat such an evening for you • • iD fact) we 
hope to hear from you several timea d~g 
the next few montha on your valuablejstore 
of Kent's historical events. 

ANNOUNCER-So enda Chapter Eigh11 X 
Ooonty Family Almanac. We leave 'the all' 
at this time to return again next Thursday, 

• 

- ~'-----··=.. .... 



Tl snme time .. ~· when' we will bring you a 

1 °~ story ot the life of Jack Miner, beloved Cana-
)!Jj dian N~turalist who, had he lived, would 

have celebrated his 80th birthday on April 
10- Meanwhile, here's a thou'ght for the day 

• • ~ • U, YOU ONCE UNDERSTAND AN AU-

' \ rl _, 
No. 16 

" THOR'S CHARACTER ... THE COMPRE
HENSION OF lUS WRITINGS BECOMES 
EASY. ! I 

So-long, friends nnd neighbors. Lota of
1
luck 

r until THURSDAY .. • Good night all 

THEME-(Up to end.) 

r11 ) ,, : 



REPRINT OF BROADCAST OVER CFCO 

Thursday, April 12th, 1945. 

Chatham, Ontario 

. 
And many happy returns of the day to Mr. 

. and Mr8, Anthony Edwards, of tbe River 
Road, Raleigh. Both are natives of Raleigh 
Township where Mr. Edwards was a coun
cillor for 20 years. • 



l 

'\ '·-
D. H. Rawlings are in our studio and at this 
time you will hear them sing Edward 
Hooper's "Jesus Saviour Pilot Me." 

QUARTETTE-Sings. 

ANNOUNCER-When Jack Miner's biography is 
written, the names of Dr. nnd Mrs. Bryce 
Kendrick of Chatham will be recorded as the 
first persons who took him out of his home
town at Kingsville to speak in public. Dr. 
and Mrs. Kendrick featured Jack Miner dur
ing a concert in Blenheim over 30 years ago 
and from then on, Jack Miner had a lecture 
career never equalled in Canada. Dr. Ken
drick is going to tell us some of the personal 
incidents never told before in all that has 
been written . on that great Canadian_sit;iaen:'" 
Ladies and gentlemen, Dr. Kendrlde': . 

DR. KENDRipK.,...~as been set aaide 
, . ·uf1ionoui1the worlrand life of Jack Miner. 

. . . I know that old and young alike all over 
Canada will join us in the pleasant office of 
being witness to h is great worth to the world. 
I wish to thank the sponsors of this half
hour program for the privilege of being al
lowed to join with the radio audience in pay- . 
ing tribute to a name so justly renowned 
and honoured as that of Jack Miner-my 
very personal friend for many, many yean. 

Along wi~ other great men in history his 
name has been written In the book of death, 

. yet he st ill lives on and w ill continue to live 
on as long aa a bird flies, as long as a fl.ower 
blooms, and as long as a song is sung. 

There has been thousands of words written 
about J ack Miner and you are as familiar 
with his splendid career and magnificent ser
vices to humanity as I am ... I have been 
asked to-night to try and relate some inci-

. denta in hia life that have not already been 
referred to, and I' am sure t hat you all real-

' ize that is indeed a difficult task. 

At the Jack, Miner Testimonial Banquet held 
ln Klnpville last.Year. Mr. John Jt~ 

~~~~=~ic,t~~b:;~ 
waa the fint i>enon to suggest and encour
age lack Mlner tto·eomm~ee his famo~Jec. 
tare wort that-lOOk him across t his contment 
Dl&DY times. ~.~leol'a reference.hu 

· hum&Dr lltteiMt~ ·ud brlnp outt bne 
thing that'lwhnUc:)l to do :with Miner's great 
•ueceaa :In .,..hia.\Bincere.appreclatlon.·• 

"' D~'t ~ ot.lUBlife JaCk Miner 
'Wiia an ~..of note-he~ well • • • 
'~ a fi{le of bwno~and was on many 
prO 1n Xln,pville district. .. During 

, thoee rears .. yo~·atr.th:r the name ot Pearl f ~l!Q.on · wa,t.· pfteD ~aoeiaW4 with him· on 
these progtammea. na~ iirl Ia~ became 

~ ... ·~ KenCbick: and a ''D"! -reciprocation of 
progr&~IMS began. '-J! .li 

! 
. ' 

In the early part of the century, Jack Miner 
proved that wilcn geese recognized friends 
.. ... in man .•. as readily as enemies. He 
started his world-famous Bird Sanctuary 
which has been copied throughout the world. 
In 1909, he began banding birds, which car
ried the Miner name and the name of Kings
ville to all parts of both North and South 
America. During his lifetime he banded 
over 50,000 ducks and 35,000 Canadian geese. 
Through Jack Miner's efforts, the water fowl 
population of North America increased 60 
per cent in ten years. 

About that time Mrs. Kendrick asked him to 
a.ssis~ her on a program. I listened to him 
but a few minutes that evening when I real
ized that here was one of the great men of 
the world in the making. At one moment 
there would not bG a dry eye in the audito
rium-a minute later you could hear the peals 
of laughter a bloek away. He had complete 
control over that audience .•• never have 
I seen anything like it .•. before nor since. 
In my home after the program, I ventured 
the opinion that he would be world famous 
in fifteen years, and he laughed at me. And 

~ here is the interesting part of the story
fifteen years later to the day, l received a 
letter from him, written in New York City 
where he was speaking in the Waldorf As
toria .. . it ran like this .. . "f'ifteen years 
ago to-night you said 1 would be world faa 
mous . .• I laughed .•. it has partly com• • 
true'' ... Jack Miner carried those words of 
encouragement all througb those fifteen 
years and then showed me his appreciation 
by writing me one of the grandest letters I 
have ever read and one which 1 now have 
and prize very highly. 

. . 
1¥ 1,922, I vlalted the Miner Sanetuary with 
a group of newspaper men. Miner wanted 
14' demonstrate the _flight of wild geese to 
theae men and while talkfq to the reporters 
~~ picked up an ear of corn and threw it 
at. the leader of a fioek nearby . • The leader 
gave a warning and prepared to fly •• il.theJ!a 
looked and .saw it waa Miner. He Jt0~ 
and the flock began to eal That : leader 
recognized Miner, and knew no bami would 
come to his fl.ock wlten Miner was around. 



Many wild geese came to him every year for 
care and attention when injured and not a 
f ew of them died on his very door step. 

Miner hnd a wonderful sense of humor. A 
f ew years ago he had a mild nervous break
down. About that time two Americans came 
to Kingsville, especially to meet him and see 
the Sanctuary. They asked a resident of 
Kingsville for direction t? hi9; place ..•. and, 
after giving them the direction thts person 
made the comment ... "Oh yes, Jack was a 
great man but he is getting old and a little 
dotty.'' In due course, Jack met the visitors 
••. showed them about the Sanctuary, enter
taining t hem all the while with hls hom~pun 

hilosophy ••. Finally t hey parted company 
aid the two 'men wandered along J ack's 
flower gardena until they came to t he end 

. ot the Sanctuary. In the meantime, Jack 
had started to do some work among the ever-

.• -~w in the same location ancl' the vi8Jtora 
didn't see him. He heard one say to the 
other .•• "If that fellow is dotty, ... God 
help the rest of us." Jack loved to tell that 
stOry on himself. 

Uncle Jack. as he was frequently callcil by 
thoee in dose touch with him, was honoured 
on many occasion. He was the only private 
Citizen in Canada to be on the world-wide 
radio hook-up on the 25th Silver Jubilee of 
the late King George V. He received medals 
of merit from many organizations. In the 
King's birthday honour list in J une, 1948, the 
Order of the Br itish Empire wu bestowed 
upon him. 

Jack Miner was poor in pocket but rich in 
genlus. He didn't inherit the Sanctuary ••• 
it represents a life of toil and travel, sleep
lese nights, tedious journeys and years of 
hard work. So when he bestowed this prop. 
~ to posterity it wu not his wealth only 
but it wu himself he gave. 

~ 

JaCk Miner lived a full lit~ o~~ all f~ 
... t.taS ~oe emala'f&*t-116 tm-~ · CJ name for 

h1a famJ.Jy 'Ud brough~-tlonour'!DOt only to 
. hl&.hom~town, KinpvlJJe,rbll~ ~ au Canada. 
~ow, Mrs.1Aolil":1rtlnu, three aoua, 

~--~I;~~'Tied~ rmd tM.anly ana two irand.:ehfl. 
~~ Brd $and WUheJm~ ltlll riwlde-

;m.,raVJWA.. • { 

in that operatina" room was visibly affected." 

In closing, may I read Jack Miner's interpre
tation of the 2Srd psalm .•• 

"The Lord is my guide and teacher, 
"I will not i'Ct lost, 

"He makes my heart a receiving station for 
His wireless. · • 

"He sits down beside me in the pathless 
woods and opens up his book of Knowledge. 

"He turns the leaves very slowly so that 
my dimmed eyes may read His meaning. 

"He makes the trees I plant grow and 
to arch my path wilh their fragrant beauty. 

"Give me dominion over the fowls o! the 
a ir as they have changed their migrating 

~::f1!'""""~~~oute to honk and ei~ t heir way to and f rom 
y ham~ 

"Yea He has "brought.JDe up from a bare-
~ tooted, ' under-privilea"ed boy :to a man re

spected by millions of people and I give Him 
all the credit and praise, whenever, wherever, 
and forever." . 
And may I quote four lines that are so apt 
and fitting to his great life, 
"Nothing can cover his fame but heaven, · 
No pyramids set off his memories, 
But the cternaJ substance of his greatness 
To which I leave Him." 

ANNOUNCER-Thank you, Dr. Kendrick. Your 
remarks are a wonderful tribute to a very 
remarkAble man. AB we speak to our radio 
audience our eyett wander to a picture hang
ing on the wall here in our studio at CFCO. 
It is an autographed photo of Jack Miner 
and his son, Manly •.. sent to Mr. Jack 
Beardall, president of CFCO. 

And now Robert Claus is going to sing an
other of Jack Miner's favorite hymns "Sweet 
Hour o! Prayer," written bv William Brad-

•. f bury. 

CLAUS-Sings. 

ANNOtJNCER.:.!.llere ~ an IJDpoit.ailt ~unce-
. Jnent to f&rmera 1 . .. No anatter what surplus 

. there may be in t>ther er'o'pe, due to the sud-
• den ending of the war • • . there can be no 
•purplll8 of sugar ~t.\it,hdbeetew~ ._ ,,No 

matter when peace eomes in Europe or the 
acl~ the a~Uan wf1l remain erltical. 

~~--~- ... IN FACT, the end of the wu wiD likely 
mean an increuea delnrmd in relation to the 
supply. Becauae of thla ahortap of sugar, 
production of aupr beetS in Ontario should 
be ptended to the limil 

You can't 10 wrong pl~ti.na' saav beets ••• 
the one crop with an assured market and~ 
guaranteed floor price. The plants will take 
care of every beet srrown. Get into the sugar 
beet awing and lay oat your field at once. · 

.....-~~-- · Some farmers made over '200. per acre last 
year. You can do it this year. 

I 



ANNOUNCER-Ladies and gentlemen • . . we 
have just been handed a message which we 
would like to read over the air. It comes 
from Kingsville, the home of Jack Miner. 
Here is the message .... we QUote-

uKent County Family Almanac, 
"CFCO, Chatham, Ontario. . 
"Am listening with great interest and pride 
to your program dedicated to the memory of 
my father-tb'C" late Jack Miner. 
"I hope and pray that father was deserving 
of such unequalled tribute paid to him in your 
broadeast tonight and by our very dear 
friend, Dr. Bryce Kendrick. Truly your sta
tion and the Kent County Family Almanac 
is provfnr"• great 'J>ubUe set:Vke to' a 1arp 
field of listeners. ...--

~ 
•'()n behalf of. my-mother, MrS. Jack Miner 
and two brothers, Ted and Jasper, again 

• tharika for thia great and marvellous tribute 
to dear old Dad. 

£isten to .. : 

.67 

'; honor of that beloved Canadian-Jack Miner 
-your !ather. 

THEME--: (In and low at tirst) . .,.. 
ANNOUNCER-LAnd so having brought you 

Chapter Nine • • . Kent County Family Al
manac leaves the air to return again next 
Thursday, same time . . • when we will brini 
you an important announcement and other " 
interesting news pertaining to Kent and the 
surrounding counties . . . Meanwhile, here's 
your thought !or the day •.. 

"SOME MEN AMONG THEIR FELLOWS 
ARE KNOWN FOR WHAT THEY DO. 

"THEIR NAMES ARE IN THE PAPERS, 
THEIR PlcrtJRES PRINTED TOO 7 

"BUT MINER'S FAME IS DIFFERENT
'TlS SELDOM TOLD IN WORDS, 

"HE'S ONE AMONG THE MILLIONS, WHO 
WAS HONORED BY THE BIRDS." 

So long, friends and neighbors ... until next 
Thursday • • • keep smiling, won't you? 



l 
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CHAPTER TEN 

REPRINT OF BROADCAST OVER CFCO 

Thursday, April 19th, 1945 

Chatham, Ontario 

ANNOUNCER-Presenting "Kent County Fam
ily Almanac." 

TU'IO\U"l;> ''FLORENTINE.'' ( ' ' !f 
~ ~~ 

(In and fade back of announcer). , 
~ _ .. ,,.... . .. . . . ' . . ... 

AliNOUNCE~Retlecti~ the rhythm and ftow 
ot. this great ag:z;icult ural county: and those 
s urrounding it-comes KENT COUNTY 

Jr ;f.AMILY ALMANAC • •. A pf'OiTam that 
changes as the community changes; alive 
with vivid pictures of our towns, our cities 

, , and our people. Anything- and everything 
' that happens in this rich g-arden-land of On

tario is grist for the mill of the Almanac. 

THEME-(Up and continue-hold back as an
nouncer continues). 

( ~NNOUNCER-'l'his .•.. is Chapter Ten, Kent 
County Family Almanac ... Tonight, an im-

~ portant announcement will be made regard-
49 ing the sponsorship of this program ... We 

will also welcome back from overseas sev
eral Kent County boys and later in lhe pro
gram we are going to t une m on a round
table discussion on the Eighth Victory Loan 
Drive .. . We have a man in our studio who 
knows the farm labor situation in Southwes
tern Ontario . .. he will have an important 

-;. message for the farm audience .• , and ther e 
n . wijl be music suitable to t he occasion by two 
th rOt Chatham's talented young aingers ... 80 \' le''• ao folb. th~'a..IOUltl~ iutert&ti.ng 

for all - ~ J • • •• , ·~ 

THEME-(Up to end.) ~...,, ;~ '"::li~;J. 

ANNOUNCER--~torc w~ welcome. home the 
, .• ..l>9YB . . ... who retl.ltned .from overaeaa this 
. Ji~ w~ •.• . Bob Claua, our teno.t &()loist,, i4 go
:· ~. ing to sing the i;utripiq and impressive 

number "When the Sun goes Dow,..." You've 
heard it before but here it is with Bob's 
JI+vpuring. ,. , ) ?.!' 

~vs-Bob singing "When the Sun a-oes down." 

(
.AJ;NOUNCER-And now welcame home to Pri

vate Raymond Dean; Private G. A. Barnes ; 
,. :.. 1 ~ivate A. Lamarsh, and Private M. Pinson-

'· 

-
(21) 

neaull, all of Chatham . . . Private G. A. 
Given, of R.R. 2, Northwood; Private A. J . 
Warner, of Blenheim ... Corporal J. Patter-

~-.~ son and Private R. J. Ivey, of Ridgetown ... 
-r Quartermaster-Sergeant A. Walker of 

Thamesville ... Private J. McMahon of Chat-
' • ham , . ~ · Private M. Cornelius, of Wallace

burg ... Privates R .W. Draper and R. W. 
Mugridge, of Chatham ... Lieut. Fred Sar
geant, Chatham .. . Craftsman Glen Pear
son, fir t Canadian soldier to step aboard a 
transport for overseas in this war .. . Nurs
ing Si~ter Sue Patterson ... first Kent 
County Nurse to return and Major Telford 
Steele, M.C., who stopped off at London, On
tario, for hospital treatment. 

And a welcome to Kent County to the follow
ing war brides during the past week :-

Mrs. Sylvia Camp, wife of Private R. E. 
Camp, Selkirk Street, C'llatham. 

Mrs. Annie Shaw and her little daughter. 
family of Private J . C. Shaw, Wilson Avenue, 
Chatham. 

Mrs. R. J . Stuart, wife of Private J. Stuart. 
Wallaceburg. 

Mrs. Margaret. Bristow, her son and daugh
ter, wife of Company-Ser gt-Major A .W. 
Bristow, Centre Str eet, Chatham. 

Mrs. E. Doutwait~ wife of Private Dout-
waite, Blenheim. c B" t 

.. •t .. 

Mrs. Constance Cooney, wife of Trooper Gor-
don Cooney, Dresden. · 1 .1 

" . And Mrs. Morley Card and two daughters, 
1 family of Prlvatt} Morley Card, also of J).res-

den. r,;1 ·) • • , • > ,,,, 

MISs CARON-lwithout int~oduetion) alnging. 
I I 

ANNOUN~That was Miss Corine · Caron 
ainging "A Prayer for the members of the 
Anned Forces." 

ANNOUNCER--For the paat ten weeks Xent 
County Family Almanac has been brought 
to you over t his station at 9 o'clock every 

.. Thursday evening-. During that time there 





tries is slackening off. Many of these men 
who will soon be accepting work in other 
districts, are experienced and skilled farm 
workers. They expressed a desire to come 
to the sugar beet areas as soon as called upon 
• • • we signed up dozens o! beet workers 
who will be available within the next few 
weeks. They also expressed the opinion that 
numerous others will be available within the 
next month. 

Kent County Victory Loan organization. 
Finrt i8 Mrs. Laurel ".'~)lson, who bas been 
County secretary in every campaign. Next 
is Mr. Clare Shillington, chairman of the 
Blenheim and district canvassing area. Then 
we have Mr. Donald Henry of Turnerville, 
a salesman in Chatham rural district, and 
Mr. William Dolamore, a member of the 
Chatham city sales staff. (pause). 

Mrs. Wilson, suppose you start our discussion 
tonight, by telling our audience something 
of the comparison between the First Victory 
Loan campaign, and the one which is just 
beginning. · 

• I 

DOLAMOR&--:.What was the result of that first 
U>an, Mrs. Wilson? Did the County reach 
its quota? 

MRS. ·~.-Yes, Indeed, ~Mr.' ~lamore! 
~ent ~ ,ubectibed more than ita quota in 
nerr·VidotY LoaD-although the oommittee 
and heaClquarten staff have had some very 

'_j:::E::!~~~~--- amdoa.a1ri01Denta at one time· ~bert 

SHTIJ.TNGTON~ Wilaon, bow do the reaulta 
.... ot that tim :Vtttozy ..LQaQ. COJ!Jpe.re with the 

later cup.jpi t . 

MRS. 

~Oocbltt:'lllii=a=:g 
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SHILLINGTON-I think we have a good many 
things in our favour, .Mr. Brown. The purch
ases of Victory Bonds in Blenheim and Dis
trict have grown greatly. In the flrst cam
paign, our total subscription was two hun
dred and thirty thousand dollars, but in the 
Seventh Loan the people of our community 
bought almost five hundred and eighty thous
and dollars worth of BondR. 

HENRY-Mr. Shillington, what do you think is 
the most important reason for this increase '! 

SHILLINGTON.-There are seve~al reasons, Mr. 
Henry, but I believe the most important one 
is expressed in the slogan for the new eam
paign-"Invest in the Best." Over three 
million people in Canada have bought Vic
tory Bonds, and they have found them good, 
in every way. From the purely businesa 
angle, the Bonds are good, because they pay 
double the bank rate of interest ; they can 
be sold at any time if the holder needs the 
money, and they are the best security in 
the world for a bank Joan. More than that, 
all the earlier Loans are worth a higher nrice 
than what the oriainal buyer paid for t hem. 

~ )~ . . 
HENRY-Don't you agree, though, that there is 

a great deal more to investing in Victory 
Bonds t han just the reason of sound busi
ness ? 

SHILLINGTON-Indeed I do, Mr. Henry. When 
we say "Invest in the best," it brings to mind 
the men and women in our navy, army ancl 
air force. Every Canadian is proud of them, 
and we all know they are the best in the 
world. I think we should always remember 
that every bond we buy is a direct invest
ment in tliose men and women. The money 
we put into Victory Bonds buys ammunition, 
equipment, food, clothing and medical sup
plies for the anned forces, and will help to 
brine them home and re-establish them in 
normal life. 1Jl a very real sense, that. ill "In-
vesting in the Best." Q ,r • 

. . ,. • , • . T 
BROWN~king of the armed !oreee, 1 Mr. 

Shillington. .ope member of our group here 
tonight ean aive us a firsWtand report. Our 
friend, Mr. Dol8more, only joined ua Jut Fall. 
Before that time, he W88 Leading Seaman 
Dolamore, of the Royal Canadian Naval Vol
unteer Reael'\fe; and served with the Navy 

• for almost tw& yean. Mr.' Dolalnore, ean 
·••" you ten ·ua what. the armed forces' think of 

Victory Bond11 1 · 
Ht· 

DOLAMORE-I was not at sea myself, Mr. 
Brown; my work was that of an instruetor 
in basic training at Windsor and Toronto. We 

did have contact with the men actually serv
ing at sea, though, and I do know that the 
great majority of th('m are buying all th•• 
Victory Bonds they can. You sec, they kn ... 
how great the need is for suppliea for all 
the services. I don't think there is any 
question that the great victories that have 
been won recently arc due, in a large meas
ure, to the fact that our men have had a 
great superiority in arms and munitions
and if they had not had such a great supply 
of fighting equipment, the casualty list would 
have been much longer. It costs a lot of 
money to put on an artillery or naval bar
rage, or to drop thousands of tons of bombs 
on an enemy position, but it's a lot cheaper 
in terms of lives, and the men in all the ser
vices who are doing the fighting know that. 
That's one reason they buy Victory Bonds. 

Then, too, I suppose every man has plans o! 
one sort or another for the future. Many 
of the boys are planning to be married. Oth
ers want to build a home, or start a business, 
or buy a farm-there are all sorts of things 
they want to do, and all these things take 
money. Thousands of them are building up 
a nest-ega in Victory Bonds that will be 
mighty helpful when they come home. 

SHILLINGTON-Mr. Dolamore, I'd be very in
terested to bear about your experiences, in 
your first campaign as a Victory Loan sales
man. 

DOLAMORE-1 liked the work very much, Mr. 
Shillington. I met a great many very fine 
people, and there was quite a thrill in feeling 
that I was helping them to put t he civilian 
part of the war effort over t he top. I know 
r m going to do everything I can to sell a 
large amount of Bonds this time. It does 
look as if the war in E urope may oe over 
very soon, but we all know that the need 
for money will go on for a considerable time 1 
yet, and I would like to ask every one of 
our listeners to be ready when their Victory 
Loan salesman calls, with the very largest 
subscription they can possibly afford . . 

MRS. WILSON-I think that is a very important 
point, Mr. Dolamore. The reports that come 
in to headquarters show that, in a large num
ber of cases, tbe salesman has to call back 
at ?De home ae-qeraJ times before the people 
decide how much they can buy. Thia uses 
up a lot of the salesman's time, and as are., 
suit, he has to hurry over the last part of rA 
territory, and perhaps even misses some cailP" 
entirely. It would be a big help if everyone 
would try to give their order on the first call. · 



Mr. Brown, there is still on<' member of our 
group who hasn't been formally introduced. 
We musn't overlook Mr. Henry. 

{j ~OWN-No indeed, Mrs. Wilson-thank you for 
reminding me. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Mr. Donald Henry is 
a very busy farmer-but he has been able 
to find time to sell Victory Bonds, in his por
tion of Chatham rural district, in every Loan. 
I think there are two reasons why he doe~ 
this-his two boys, both in the Royal Cana
dian Air Force. Tom has just recently re
turned from three and a half years over
SCA4 aa a radar officer, and Bill is at pres
ent stationed on Vancouver Island. 

Mr. Henry, will you tell us a little of your 
thought. about Victory Bonds? 

HENRY-I think the people of our community 
buy Bonds largely from a sense of duty. 
They feel that they have a stake in Canada, 
and they want to do all they can to help. 
Oommunfty pride plays a part too, and I'm 
eure the pe<)ple of Chathm rural district are 
gofn., to try harder than ever this time to 
put our district up at the top of the County 
standing. In the last Loan, we were thir-

( teenth out of fourteen districts in Kent. 
That's not a good picture on the bulletin 
board, or in the newspaper, and it's not be
coming to the farmers. It's not equal to 
their possibilities, so this time we're looking 
for more and bigger subscriptions, to put 
Chatham rural a Jot higher up the list. 

DOL.AMOR.E--In the city too, a sense of duty and 
a feeling of civic pride plays a large part in 
th~ campahrn. We find also that many peo
ple buy nonds now, 80 that they will be 
abJe to purchase other thing'S when peace
time production is reaumed. Does that ap. 

' ply to tbe rural districts aa well, Mr. Henry ? 
I I J , ,,. 

HENRY-I am aur~ it d9es. Mr. l)olamore, and 
l ' tl)ink that eve~ lllOfe o! our people should 

-~(4er this r".son for buying Bonds. You 
see, it W(>rb in so ~Y d.ift'erent ways. First 
of aD, when our factories are converted to 
civilian production. many new ~nd improved 
articles will be available-automobiles, fur-

, • nlture, !arm implementa, and eoorea of other 
t:Mnrs· People with molljey available wiD be 
able to get f'ar ~eater value for that money 
later on. Then. when they, buy these new 
artletes, the money they spend wiU flow back 

( 
to ·tnake more jobs tor men and women re

• turned from activ~ ~ervke or releaaed from 
' war' work. Wise sa.villa' now, in order to 

• I 

spend later, will make an important contri
bution towards real prosperity for everyone 
in Canada- and the best way to save is to 
buy Victory Bonds right up to the limit. 

BROWN-There you are, Kent County-that is 
the keynote of our whole campaign. "Invest 
in the Best" -right up to the limit! 

Ladies and gentlemen, may I express our 
sincere thanks to the Kent County Family 
Almanac for making thill broadcast possible. 
To you, Marion, Clare, Don and Bill, thanks 
a lot for your help. 

This is John Brown, speaking on behalf of 
the National War Finance Committee, re
turning you now to your regular announcer. 

,.,., J ...... I tl 

ANNOUNCER-How :was the word Almanac de
rived 1 ? ? We never stopped long enough 
to look up that information but your Almanac 
writer comes throu~rh with this on~he says 
that one day last week while having lunch 
at the William Pitt, a hand was laid on his 
shoulder and a voice murmured-

"1'11 venture to say that you can't tell me how 
the word Almanac came about." 

Your writer was floored for the moment and 
· had to admit he could not. · . 

"Well," the voice continued, "the word was 
derived in Scotland ..• hundreds of years 
ago. When the moon was full .. ; . the Scots 
WJed to call it "All Moon Nicht." 

Get it folks ... All moon Nicht" ... (slowly) 
... Al-man-ac" ... But ... if you become a 
little groa-gy as we did trying to figure that 
one out ... don't blame u.s ... Bill Gray, the 
genial industrial commissioner here in Chat
ham started it. 

THEME-(Up-then hold back of Announcer) 

ANNOUNCER-And thus ... having brought 
you Chapter Ten ... Kent County Family Al
m&nf.e leaves the air to return again nexi; 

· Thu~day same time •.. when we will bring 
you a story from another of our thiiving 
eomm~Jnities. Watch tor it . .'. it might be 

1 
your town. Meanwhile, here'~ your thought 
for the day ... Daniel Webster once said 
... "LET .us NEVER FORGET THAT THE 
CULTIV:A.TJON OF THE EARTH IS THE 
1t10ST .IlfPOltTANT ~OR OF MAN." 

So lQngl ifriends and neighbors, lots of good 
luck. Until next Thursday, keep smiliDJr. 

Ke'-t County Family Almauae has been 
11 broug)Jt to you through the eourtesy ot the 

Canada and Dominion Supr Company, Lim
ited. Chatham and Wallaeebuflt. 

Good night aU. . .,,.. . .. w •• I • '' /.,. el ~~ • 

THEME-(Up to end). L ·-.. 
... ·~~ ........ "*' ......... , ' ............. ~................ "' ............... -· {-4 ..... """ . .. . - - - - -
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Thuraday, April 26th, 1945. 

Chatham, Ontario 

ANNOUNCER-Presenting "Kent County Fam
ily Almanac." 

r " • , • •· 
THEM.F(..-"F1orentine." 

(lp and fade back of anilouneer.) 
... 

. . 
ANNOUNCER- Reflecting the rhythm and 1!ow 

of this great agricultural county and those 
surrounding it ... comes KENT COUNTY 
FAMILY ALMANAC .. . A program t hat 
changes as thq community changes ; alive 
with vivid pictures of our towns, our cit ies, 
and our people. Anything and everything 
that happens in this rich garden-land of On
tario is grist for the mill of the Almanac. 

THEME-(Up---then hold back as announcer con-

( tinues.) ·• , . '. · . '~ 
' #" , 

ANNOUNCER- This is Chapter Eleven .. ! Kent 
County Family Almanac .. . Tonight ... we 
bring you the dramatic story of those hect ic 
days back in 1865 ... when Bothwell was 
known as the oil town of Canada-and you 
will hear a talk by the curator of the Univer
sity of Western Ontario on the beginning of 
excavations to locate the lost village of Fair
field . . . we welcome home a few of Kent 
County's fighting sons and from our musical 
album you will hear our tenor soloist--a spe
cial violin selection by a young Chatham ar-

J.. tiat-and a guest singer . . . So here it is, 
. - - ... folks, if you like our program :"": : wnte and 

tel.t tu. 
111 I 

THEME-(Up to End.) I · -

A-NNOUNCER-Before. we turn to our musical 
department tonight .. .. let us welcome back 
those boys who returned from overseas dur
ing the pest week . . . It's WELCOME HOME 
to : 

Private A. Brackett, of Rjd_get~wn; J 1 

Private W. J. Simmer, R.R. 2, Ridgetown ; 
Guy;1ner E. Wittington, ThamesviUe: . 
Pl:ivate A. G. BOswell, R.R. 6, Blenheim; 

., Rifleman C. R. Bu.&ctmeyer, 28 Alfred Street, 

C ' J Chatham ; r. 

Warrant Officer Caryle Chevalier, 1\.C.A.F., 
"" 

1 '1'1Ibury ; 

~ I (22) 

Flying Officer Neil Winger and Private Wil-
fred De Cedar, both of Wallaceburg; . 
Lieut. G. K. Langford, of Chatham, m hos_pl
tal at London and War Bride Mrs. Catherme 
Cadotte wife of Flying Officer Wilfred 
Cadotte' Wood Street. Chatham. Flyin~ Of
ficer C~dotte is expected back in Canada 
shortly. 

Congratula tions are in order also ... It's 
many happy returns to Mrs. Mary Ann Kerr, 
who li\'es in her own home on the farm of 
her son William Kerr, near Wallaceburg On 
Sunday' next, April 29, Mrs. Kerr ~ill _ob
serve her 90th birthday. Mrs. Kerr lS lnsh, 
so, it's appropriate that Bob Claus, our tenor . 
soloist dedicates the opening number of our 
program to Mrs. Ker r. I t's "When Irish 
Eyes Are Smiling." Go ahead, Bob Claus-

CLAUS-Singing. 

ANNOUNCER-Some day soon . .. Kent County 
Family Almanac is going to take its listeners 
by remote control to the old village of Fair
field .. . on the banks of the River Thames, 
ncar Thamesville . .. There excava tions have 
been under way to bring to light details con
cerning the life of a lost band of Indians who 
occupiE'd the village early :,JJ .~1· <> 18th cen-
t Y 4 -· ur. ...__ 

Yesterday, April ~. Wilfrid Jury, curator of 
the museum al. University of Western, Onta
r io at London, was in Chatham where he ad
dressed a meeting of the Kent Historical So
ciety ... Mr. Jury has been given the assign
ment of making these excavations . •• Your 

• Almanac writer asked him to give us a brief 
., description of the site on which he has been 

and will 'be working in the near fut ure. Be-
cause Mr. Jury was returning to London im
mediately, his r emarlc.s on that subject. wer e 
recorded . .. Here is what Mr. Jury said •• . . ' 

ENGINEER- (Cut in ' Jury record.J.Di).< .~ :r 

JURY-Old Fairfield village, sjtuatecl on the 
banks of the River Thames, a few mites east 

J of Thamesville in Kent Co\U\tl, is the site 
upon which the faith, courage, and honest 

--------------------- ... -
--~· I 17 . ·-

- .. _ 



endeavour of a few Moravian nussJOnaries 
built up an industrious community unique in 
Canadian History. For twenty-~>ne years 
these men led their flocks of Delaware In
dians according to the teachings of the Chris
tian faith. At Fairfield, they provide a re
fuge from the wars and troubles of the times; 
t here they taught their Indians a new way 
of life at a time when the white man was 
taking from them their traditional manner 
of living. 

Unitas Fratrum, the Unity of Brothers, had 
been an ear ly name of the Moravian church, 
and outstanding in its belief was a faith in 
absolute peace and the brotherhood of all 
mankind. The sect originated in Bohemia 
in 1457 and may be traced to the teachings 
of J ohn Hu~. Through the centuries it suf
fered suppression and repeated exile, and 
though a vigorous revival came early in the 
eighteenth century in the Province of Mor
avia, escape from persecution again became 
necessary, and in 1722 a small group took re
fuge in Saxony with Count Zinzendorf, a re
ligious-minded nobleman. 

Troubles followed, however, even there and, 
at the invitation of the Georgia Trustees, a 
band of them migrated and set up their first 
American mission in Savannah, Georgia, in 
1735. 

From here settlements were made in Pennsyl
van ia, New York and Ohio. They carried 
on extensive missionary work among the In
dians. But were continually attacked and 
their villages destroyed by the wars, that 
swept Amer ica, in the eighteenth century. 

Finally, to escape persecution, they came to 
Canada, in the spring of 1792. The journey 
from Detroit to the site of Fairfield in Upper 
Canada was a hazardous undertaking in the 
year owing to the swollen waters of the 
Thames R iv~. Travelling in canoes, and not
i .. :. ~He character of the lands through which 
their way led them, they finally came on May 
8 and 9 to the site of Fairfield, which they,' 
and we quote: "found better, on account of 
the plantations, which we shall have above 
and below us of both sides of the river, where 
we can be in the midst . • . it is such rich 
land as we have nowhere had, being like 
dung-heap, and very easily cleared," end 
quote ~ •. That evening Brother Sensemann 
held a meeting in the open a ir. Within a 
few days they cleared land, sowed garden 
seeds, and built rude huts. The brethren 
showed "real zeal, the land pleasing them be
ing the r ight sort for Indians, such aa they 
like to have/' · 

We all know the story of the destruction of 
the village in 1813. Since this time Fair-

• field dropped out of sight. Then in the 
autumn of J941, Mr. John .R. MacNicol, M.P., 
of Toronto, became interested in the search 

for tho exact location of the lost village. 
Realizing the siinificance of the work car
ried on at this place and the unique contri 
butions made by the 1\Ioravians not only t 
the Indians but to the early settlers of the 
district ; wishing also to commemorate the 
first Protc . .cJtant mission in Ontario, he en
gaged me to undertake excavations in order 
to establish the site ... and to bring to light 
details concerning the life of its former in
habitants. This work was carried on in the 
spring of Hl42 and in the autumn of 1943. 

Local tradition had it that the site of Old 
Fairfield lay in the cultivated field to the 
north of Highway No. 2. On the map made 
in August, 1793, by Patrick McNiff, surveyor, 
the position of a little cemetery was noted, 
and Zeisbergcr in his diary stated, that the 
village extended no further west than the 
cemetery. He aJso mentioned the presence 
of a sprini at the other end of the village. 
These clues provided a! starting point for 
the set1rch. 

In the narrow strip of land which Jay to the 
south, between the highway and the River 
Thames, a dense growth of berry bushes, an
cient apple trees, and golden rod gave the 
appearance of a jungle. But it was in this 
tangled mass that the tirst clues were found, 
that led to the discovery of a foundation. A 
top soil of red sand covered the area while 
beneath this was a layer of clear white sand 
an ideal building site. The one clear stream 
to the east, so e88ential to a settlement, is 
now polluted with oil. At the east end of 
the site a roadway wound down the bank 
to the edge of the river. This path was prob
ably used not only by the Moravians, but by 
the Indians who had occupied the site long 
before their arrival. It was in this strip of 
land I found the charred remains of log 
houses. · 

ANNOUNCER-That was Wilfrid Jury, curator 
of the museum of the University of Western 
Ontario at London, Ontario. In the near f u
ture . . . we hope to broadcast Mr. Jury in 
action as he digs for r elics on t he site of the 
vanished Indian Village at Fairfield. And 
now ... another musical number is coming 
up • •. Roy Guymer, Chathl\tn violinlst is 
with us and Roy is going to play the ench~nt
ing "Wings of Song" by Mendolssehn. The 
aocompani.st for all musical numbers on this 
program is Mrs. Bryce Kendrick. 

GUYMER-Violin Solo. ·i < 

ANNOUNCER-And now ..• the story of Both
well ... that once thr iving metropolis of the 
northeast corn~ of Kent County . . . Truly 
... Bothwell m1ght be descr ibed as a town of 
the past •.. a town of fortunes, misfortunes 
and h~artnches, .for it was in that Western 
Ontar1o commumty that fortunes were made 



( 

and lost practically overnight. Da~k in th~ 
18oO's, oil had been struck at Petroha and 011 
Springs but of all the oil booms , .. not one 
was a~ 'sp(•ctacular as the Bothwell oil boom 
of '66. The result of that strike was an in-
flux of American oil prospectors ... the in-
dustry was more or less, new then ... and 
hccau:;e the first discoveries ... alike in 
Pcnnsyh•ania and Ontario-had been made 
along rivers and creeks, the belief was gen
eral, that the only place to drill was along a 
natural watercourse ... 

SECOND ANNOUNCER-The year after the 
American Civil War-1866-a man named 
John Lick, came from Ohio to Kent County. 
He brought with him a light drilling rig, 
with which he put down a series of shallow 
tests along t he River Thames, some miles 
east of Chat ham. After a number of fail
ures in which Lick lost considerable money, 
he moved his drilling outfit back to an al
most dry creek emptying into the Thames, 
not far from Bothwell. A joint stock com
pany was formed, in which a number of early 
settlers became interested and instead of 
shallow dr illing, Lick sunk his well deeper. 
At 370 feet, an abundance of highgrnde oil 
was struck and the boom was on. 

F IRST ANNOUNCER-And with the boom carne 
t he usual wild excitement . . . news of the 
discovery was flashed across Canada and 
armies of oil-mad speculators poured into 
the vicinity. Almost overnight a city of 
rough shacks and tents sprang up and the 
countryside became a forest of oil derricks 
... numerous frame hotels were hastily con
str ucted to accommodate the rush of tran
sient travel and in the midst of all this, the 
"sharpers" ... posing as experts, appeared. 
These men drilled wells for wealthy persons, 
who were prepared to pay so much a foot 
and on this basis many wells went down 
past the productive oil vein into salt water 
... which drowned it out. 

SECOND ANNOUNCER-But w hile for tunes 
were won and lost ... oil kings a rose ... There 
was John Lick, the pioneer; B. T. Wells and 
a man named Reid from Hamilton ..• mean
while ... Bothwell continued to grow ••• 
banks, bars and st ores did a t hriving busi
ness and John Lick poured much of his oil 
wealth into many buildings and a huge hotel 
. . . the finest and best in the countryside. 
A magnifieant public hall •.. called Gatling 
Hall, after the owner ... a brother of the in
ventor of t he once famous Gatling Gun, was 
built on George Street • . . and t he popula
tion, close to 7 ,000, exceeded that of Chat
ham. Many believed Bothwell would be
come larger t han London . . . perhaps big-

- ger than Toronto and New York. 

-----

FIRST ANNOUNCER-Then came the Fenian 
Raid in 1866. Eag<'r ::;peculators became 
Jlanic-strick<'n aml a vt-ritahle stampede from 
Rothwell b('gan. Drilling and pumping out
fitli were abandon<'d as they stood and the 
\'ast hotels and storf's emptied rapidly. Al
most over-night, Bothwell lapsed into its 
pristine quiet. 

SECOND ANNOUNCER-In 1867 ... as though 
one tragedy was not enough ... a disastrous 
fire swept the town. It devastated the two 
main streets and wiped out the famous Gat
ling Hall and the Town's finest business 
blocks. John Lick's wealth slowly began to 
vanish but he could not quit. He drilled for 
a while without success near Thamesville, 
and later eked out a Jiving selling fish for 
a London firm .. . vainly trying to save out 
of his dollar a day wage, enough to make 
another strike in the oil game. 

FIRST ANNOUNCER-One wintry day, Lick 
died in his lonely lodgings at Bothwell. Vic
tor l.A\uriston, one of the best informed writ
ers on Kent County affairs, records that Dr. 
Frances Pope, who practiced in Bothwell 
during those hectic days, passed the hat and 
collected enough money for a plain coffin. 
John Lick, greatest and most spectacular of 
Canada's "Oil Kings", was buried in an un
marked grave in Potter's field at Bothwell. 

(Pause). 

ANNOUNCER-But all this is history ... Both
well continued to live and today it is again 
a thriving little town surrounded by valu
able farms. Oil drilling still goes on, in the 
vicinity, but not in the capacity of those 
older days. We have in our studio to-night 
.. . the Mayor of Bothwell, Delbert Johnston, 
who is going to speak to us; but before he 
does ... we are going to hear from Bothwell 
in another way. It's Albert Abel, guest bari
tone,· who is going to sing Wilfrid Sander
son's "Beyond the Dawn." 

Welcome to our program, Mr. Abel. 

ABEL-Sings. 

ANNOUNCER-Thank you, Albert Abel, of 
Bothwell. And now, Mayor Johnston, let us 
continue the story of Bothwell. Our Al
manac writer tells us that when he stepped 
off the t rain in your town, the other day, he 
was surprised at the cleanliness of your 
main street. He noticed it was different 
somehow, and discovered there were no wires 
of any kind strung along poles, as is the usual 
custom. Can you enlighten us on that point 1 

JOHNSTON-Many visitors to Bothwell have 
commented on that. The telephone, hydro . 



and telegraph wires, usually seen in the busi
ness sections of our Ontario towns, run along 
the lanes back of our streets. I believe Both
well is the only town like that. 

ANNOUNCER-These lanes you speak of .. . 
back of your streets, was that a modern 
step on the part of Bothwell to clean up its 
main thoroughfare? 

JOHNSTON-No. The town was laid out with 
these lanes, by the Hon. George Brown, back 
in the 1860's. Brown, by the way, named 
the town Bothwell, after his own town in 
Scotland. 

ANNOUNCER-You mentioned Brown. Was he 
the same man who became the editor of the 
old Toronto Globe? 

JOHNSTON-That's right. He was one of Both
well's first settlers and when the oil boom 
you mentioned came, he organized a company 
that operated extensively until the decline of 
the industry in Kent County. 

ANNOUNCER-Speaking of settlers, Mr. John
ston, our listeners would like to hear the 
names of some of the early settlers around 
Bothwell, in those early days, we spoke of. 
Could you, by any chance, mention any of 
them ? 

JOHNSTON- Well, say, I'll have to r ecall names 
mentioned by Tom Boon. Tom is one of 
Bothwell's most respected citizens. He's 83 
years old and today is still alert and as spry 
as a cricket. A son of Bothwell's first cab
inet maker, I have heard Tom refer to the 
Gardners, the Aliens, the McRoberts and the 
Swallows • .• and of coune, we can't forget 
Oscar Adkin, who has conducted a grocery 
business in the town for 45 years. 

ANNOUNC~ust a minute, Mr. Johnston. 
Our Almanac writer tells us that at one time 
in Euphemia Township, there was once a 
spot known at the Johnston settlement. Are 
you one of those Johnstons? 

JOHNSTON-Well, since you have mentioned it, 
I am. My grandfather, James Johnston set
tled there about 1830. He had three brothers 
. • • all eventually came to the community 

' , from Ireland. The McMasters arrived in 
Euphemia about the same time and h~lped to 
maintain what was the Johnston settlement. 

ANNOUNCER- How long have you been Mayor 
of Bothwell, Mr. Johnston ? 

JOHNSTON- I am beginning my eighth term. 

ANNOUNCER- And your council ? Tell us their 
names. 

I 

JOHNSTON- Wes Ellwood, is our reeve and is 
the present warden of Kent County. Coun
cillors are R. McCrie, M.artin Burgess, J . A. 
McRitch ie, Arnold Dolman, Art Lewis and 
Ralph Humphries. 

ANNOUNCER-Do you happen to know who the 
first Mayor of Bothwell was? 

JOHNSTON-I believe the first Mayor was a 
Captain John Taylor, who was secretary to 
the Hon. George Brown, back in 1865. And 
it might be interesting to your listeners to 
know that Bothwell was never known as a 
village. 

ANNOUNCER-That IS odd. How did that 
come about ? 

JOHNSTON-When the oil boom came and the 
community grew so rapidly . . . Bothwell 
was incorporated as a town by special act 
of parliament in 1865. The population then 
was 3,700. 

ANNOUNCER-Rather interesting .. . By the 
way ... who edits the paper in your town? 

JOHNSTON-The history of the press in Both
well, has been one of success and failure. 
The Review and The Advance, both early 
weeklies, passed out because of adverse cir
cumstances and their places we-re filled by 
The Times, which was established in 1876 
by James Crate. W. C. Holland succeeded 
him until about 35 years ago, when Henry 
Jerome, bqught the paper. He died several 
years ago and today Mrs. Jerome and her 
daughter, M.rs. J. A. McRitchie, edit the pa
per. In fact, they do all the work there is 
to be done on any weekly paper. I believe they 
are the only two women in Ontario who edit 
and print a newspaper without help of any 
kind. 

ANNOUNCER--And there you are folks ... a 
brief story of the Bothwell of long ago .. . 
We could tell you of its present day activi- I 
ties, its churches and its industries but time ~ • 
does not permit. Some day we hope to pre-
sent another broadcast on Bothwell and tell 



you of the loyal citizens of today, ... who 
are living amidst memories of those hectic 
days of 1865. 

ANNOUNCER-And thus ... having brought 
you Chapter Eleven ... Kent County Family 
Almanac leaves the air to return again next 
Thursday, same time with another interest
ing story ... Meanwhile ... here's your 
thought for the day ... "WHEN YOU IN
VEST-INVEST IN THE BEST. BUY 

/ 
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VICTOl~Y BONDS IN THE EIGHTH VIC'
TORY LOAN." 

So long, friends und neighborH, lots of good 
luck. UNTIL next Thursday, keep smiling. 

Kent County Family Almanac has been 
brought to you through the courtesy of 
the Canada and Dominion Sugar Com
pany, Chatham and Wallaceburg. 

This is Paul Hanover, your announcer, say
ing Good Night All. This i:-~ CF\0. 
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Thursday, May 3rd, 1945 

Chatham, Ontario 

ANNOUNCER-Presenting " Kent County Fam
ily Almanac". 

THEME-"Florentine" 
(In and fade back of announcer) 

ANNOUNCER-Reflecting the rhythm and flow 
of this great agricultural county and those 
surrounding it ... comes Kent County Fam-
ily Almanac .. . A program that changes as 
the community changes; alive with vivid 
pictures of our towns, our cities and our 
people ... Anything and everything that 
happens in this rich-garden land of Ontario 
JS grist for the mill of the Almanac . 

TIIEME-(Up and continue - then hold back a~ 
( announcer continues) 

ANNOUNCER-This . .. is Chapter Twelve ... 
Kent County Family Almanac ... Tonight .. 
we have a mest varied program ... which we 
hope you will enjoy . . You will hear stories 
from nearby Kenty county towns and an an
nouncement will be made that is of great 
importance to us all ... A Chatham Flying 
Officer and his bride from overseas ... will 
be interviewed and you will hear songs, old 
and new •.. There will be musical numbers 
that you will like .... so, ... sing with our 
singers, neighbors, .... keep time with our 
music ... and after the broadcast drop us a 
card and tell us how you liked this particular 
program .... Let's go, everybody .... 

THEME-(Up to End) 
• ! f ,, 

ANNOUNCER- Bob Claus, young Chatham 
tenor, is going to open the musical pages on 
our program tonight ... Bob, has his own 
interpretation to the favorite "Just a Cottage 
Small by a Waterfall" ... O.K. Bob, its all 
yours ...• 

CLAUS-Sings one verse and chorus. 

ANNOUNCER-(at end of chorus) - - Thats 
( gr~t, Bob . .. Lets have that chorus over 

,. agam ... Our audience may like to sing it 
;;J' with you .. . . Everybody sing ... 

(26) 

ANNOUNCER LnHt week our County Family 
Almanac, welcomed to Kent County, among 
others from overseas, Mrs. Catherine Cadotte, 
At that time we mentioned that F1ying 
Officer Wilfred Cadotte, was expected home 
shortly. Saturday he arrived in Chatham, 
just· ten days aftct ilib pr~tty war bride ... . 
And here they are neighbors .... Welcome 
home Flying Officer Cadotte. 

F.O. CADOTTF,-Thank you . 

ANNOUNCER-And welcome to Chatham and 
Kent County, Mrs. Cadotte . ... 

MRS. CADOTTF..-Thank you, very much. 

ANNOUNCER-Ladies and Gentlemen, I wish 
we had television so that you might see the 
charming young lady standing before our 
microphone. She has a lovely smile .... but 
say, you're not nervous, arc you, Mrs. 
Cadotte? 

MRS. CADOTTE-Well, I don't know ... I never 
was on the radio before. 

ANNOUNCER-Now don't be nervous .... we're 
all friends here. How about a big hand 
for the lady folks. 

Applause-10 seconds. 

ANNOUNCER-And now, Mrs. Cadotte, you have 
probably been a~ked the question a dozen 
times or more, but ... how do you like Kent 
County from what you have seen o! it? 

MRS. CADOTTE-It's a lovely country .• • I was 
just thinking how much it resembles Chatham 
in England ... It's also in Kent County. 

ANNOUNCER-Chatham in Kent County, Eng
land ... Wonder how many of our audience 
knew that ... But, Mrs. Cadotte, you don't 
come from that part of the Old Land, do you? 

MRS. CADOTTE-Oh! no ... I came from Edin
borough. 

ANNOUNCER- Bonnie Scotland, . . . and is that 
where you met the man in blue here? 



l\tlt!:i. CADOTTF.r-Y(•s, Wilfn•d came to the 
ho~pital where I W!ll-1 !"talinnrd in E<fin
borough. 

ANNOUNCER-That's right you art' a nursr. 
Was he confined to hospital long? 

MRS. CADOTTE-Well, the ward to which I was 
ussigned, was a clinic for tho:-;e under treat
ment for Ear, Throat and Nose trouhll'. 
Most of the offict·rl-1 and nh'n i'ta.vrd only 
two or three dayi', but ht• mana~t>d to stay 
around two weeks. 

ANNOUNCER-Well, I can't blame him. ~rs. 
Cadotte, is it correct that you Wt're the ftrst 

state registered nur:ie to come from England 
to Canada, as a war bride? 

MRS. CADOTTE-That's what I was told at the 
port 1 left in England, They said I was for
lunate in being able to get away. And I was 
told the same thing on the ship coming over .. 

ANNOUNCER-Did. you have '* nice trip? No 
unusual incidents, I hope? 

MRS. CADOTTE No ...• but I ha<f a ~ery ple~s 
ant experience. I became acquamtcd wtth 
a very lovely lady, Mrs. Irish Willwood, and 
her little boy who were going to Merlin. We 
talked all the way over, on the s hip and on 
the train, coming from Halifax. It wasn't 
until we reached Chatham that I learned she 
was a distant relative of my husband by 
marriage. 

ANNOUNCER- That just goes to show you how 
small this world really is. Take my uncle 
for instance, he went all the way to India, 
hut the police caught up with him .... Thank 
you, very much, Mrs. Cadotte. Now how 
about a word from you Flying Officer 
Cadotte. 

F.O. CADOTTE-I haven't much to say .... 
except to thank all my friends for their won
derful welcome .... But I have a message I 
would like to send out to Comber. 

ANNOUNCER-That's fine •. .. who is it to? 

F.O. CADOTI'E-It's to Mrs. Breen, at Comber •• 
Mrs. Breen, if you are listening, ••. I Raw 
your son, Tommy, •.• as we call him, .•• 
just before I left England, last month. Tom
my gave me this message ••. ".My regards to 
the folks at Comber. Give Mother, my love 
. . . . tell her I am well and not to worry." 

ANNOUNCER-That's a wonderful message . . . 
We hope Mrs. Breen, was listening in • .• And 
have you another there? ..• 

, . 0. CA DOTTE-If I may ... It's to the relatives 
and family of F. 0. Annan. I believe his 
home is in Chatham, or near by. I trained 

a:ez 0 ... • 

with him and wlwn I told him. in .Janunrv. 
that I had been invalided home, he a~kt•d mt• 
to tell tht• folk!'!, he was gl'lting along fin(• 
and kct•p, "Thumbs Up." ( 

ANNOUNCER-We triNI to locate F. 0. Annan't-~ 
folks, in Chatham, but could not do so, in 
time . . . Maybe, someone in our listening 
audience knowl-1 of their whereabouts and 
will pa~s thr m<•l-lsagt• along. Thank you both, 
Flying Offkt•r Wilfrt•d ('adoltc, and Mrs. 
Cadotte .... its ht•t•ll 11 pll'a~-ntre having you 
on our program. 

ANNOUNC'EH- Also welcome back to ... Private 
Charles Pumfrcy. RR. 6, Thamesville. Private 
George Anakin, 204 Selkirk Street, Chatham 
and Private John Fairbanks, of Wallaceburg: 

ANNOUNCER-Right now Corine Caron, con
tralto, is going to add her welcome to the 
boys from overseas . .. . Corine has selected 
the song "When A Boy Comes Home on 
leave" . .. . Most appropriate at this time 
on our proarram .. .. 

MISS CARON- Sings. 

ANNOUNCER-Letters from the boys over
seas, found in weekly newspaper:~ these 
days ..• are always interesting to the folk11 
here a~ hom.e Editor Leonard Pegg, at 
Blenhetm, evtdently has a host of friends i 
th~ armed f~rces, as each week, the New. 
TTJbune, carnes several of these letters .. .. 
For instan<:c .. • Albert Lindsay, a Blenheim 
boy, with the R. C. A. F. in India, tells Editor 
Pegg, that he cnJond a week's sick lea\•e in 
Bombay, after spending three weeks in tht• 
hospital, recovering from one of th manr 
tropical diseases, so prevalent to new-eomer~ 
in that country. He adds ... that he met A;t 
Shillington, in Cairo, but didn't think much 
of what he saw of Africa .... "Too much 
sand., says Albert. 

Bill Bentley, of Blenheim, writes his let
ter on Gestapo stationery found in a cap
tured house once used us enemy headquarters 

. . A~d Les, Babcock, from Dresden, writes 
La.urte Wells , of the Times, that he met 
G~rald Harper, Gordon Ball and Gordon 
Ohphant .•.. Les says of all the places he 
has been in ... • "not one can touch our part 
of the country." 

Yes folka, that's it .. .. "Go where they must 
these boys and girls think Kent County th~ 
best county, in the world." ... And 'how 
they like to get the home town paper 
just like a letter from home, they all s~y: · · 

ANNOUNC~-Out at Ri.dgetown .•. the folks 
along Mam Street, mtss the familiar figur 
~f ."Silver .Ch!~f.'' In case you don't kno 

S1lver Chtef, a part huskie and part timber 
wolf dog, was the canatant companion of 
.Charles Tye, chief constabl~ as he made his 



clnily romul~ and nightly rounds through th~ 
town. 
"Silver Chief," died recently and one and all, 
at Ridgctown, regret the loss of, as gentle ~nd 
miltl-manncrtd dog, as ever graced the calllnt• 
world ...• "Unless" says Editor Bingham, 
of the Ridgetown Dominion, :•yo':l wan.ted to 
start something." .... Cons1dcrmg h1s two 
feet or more height and his weight of some 
200 pounds, one can realize that t he presence 
of "Silvt-r Chit' f," had a real effect of re~tor
ing 1wacc when the other dogs started a f1ghl 
or some person became a little unruly . 

"Silver Chief," came originally from Northern 
Ontario, and was presented, as a pup, to Con
stable Tye, by his son Leonard. .~he '.'big 
dog" liked children and it was a f~mtlu~r s1ght 
to see h im scampering along behmd hts mas
ter followed by a half a dozen playful young
ste~s. It is said, "A dog is a man's be~t 
friend," .and "Silver Chief,'' was everybody s 
friend. 

ANNOUNCER-Roy Guymer is before the mike 
now ... What's on your mind, Roy? 

GUYMER-In response to a number of requests. 
I would like to play "Lour-a-lour-a-lour" ... 
one of t he many feature numbers from Bing 
Crosby's picture "Going My Way" .. . I hope 
you like it. 

C NNOUNCER-I'm sure we will. 

< ;UYMER-Plays. 

ANNOUNCER-Since it was announced that thi'\ 
program was sponsored as a community ~er
vice by the Sugar Co. Your Almanas wnter 
has been asked many questions about sugar 
rationing. T hen came the sudden announce
ment from the United States that their sugar 
ration was again dr astically cut this time 
by 25%. Th is increased t h E. tempo of the 
quest ions coming in, all asking. Will the 
sugar ration be cut again in C~nada? ~o 
.answer thase.quastiona, we have m the studto 
tonight, Mr. A.W. Mcintyre, an official of 
the Sugar Company. Mr. Mcintyre, now t hat 
the sugar has aga in been reduced in t he 
United States, will we s uffer t he same cut 
in Canada ? 

MR. MciNTYRE-Actually t hat is a question to 
be answered by Government Officials, not 
t he sugar producers, but Canada's sugar 
supply is tied in with those of the U. S. and 
the U.K. You will note that every cut in 
the U.S. sugar ration has been followed by 
a similar one in Canada. 

.NNOUNCER-What conditions, Mr. Mcintyre, 
do you accept as definitely affect ing the 
question of sugar rationing? 

MR. MciNTYRF,-Tt't~ ~imply a matter of knowin~t 
how much Kugar i!ol needed and then, how 
much iK available to fill that need. 

ANNOUNCER-Alright then, have we enough 
su~tar to meet the requirements under pre
sent rationing? 

MR. MciNTYRE-NO, I AM SORRY TO SAY 
THAT THI-; WORLD'S SUGAR SUPPLY 
FOR this yt>ar i1o1 estimated as being fully 
2 million tons short of the current minimum 
requirements. 

ANNOUNCER-When you mention world's sup
ply, does that fi~ture include the sugar still 
to be produced this year? 

MR. MciNTYRE-Oh yes, that figure includes 
all the sugar to be produced this year, that 
is, the maximum expected production. 

ANNOUNCER-Well thats clear enough Mr. 
Mcintyre, and it is obvious that this short
age forced the O.P.A. in the United States 
to declare this further ration reduction. 
But I think our listeners would like to know, 
does this shortage effect Canada just as it 
does the United States? 

MR. MciNTYRE-Yes, we are all effected by the 
shortage of world sugar supply; as a matter 
of fact the release to the American papers 
of the story on the reduced sugar ra tion, 
was likely a resulL of a meeting now in prog
ress in Washington. British and Canadian 
food missions are meeting with War Food 
Administration Officials and it is their 
responsibility to allocate food supplies. It 
is reasonable to assume that they have ar
ranged to share the available sugar fairly, so 
Canada must have suffered a cut in her allot
ment the same u the United States or 
England. I think that shows clearly enough 
that Canada too, will receive less sugar than 
before. 

ANNOUNCER-Another question Mr. Mcint yre, 
what is causing this shortage ? Is it increas
ed military demands or increased amounts 
being shipped from t he States as lend lease ? 

Mr. Mcintyre-The shortage is caused f in t of 
all by poorer crop prospects in many secton, 
caused in some places by wart ime destruction 
and in others by unfavorable weather. Then 
too, there is an increased military demand, 
which of course must come first. All. t o the 
last part of your quest ion r egarding Lend
Lea~e. this matter is questioned from many 
quarters but actually, of all the shipments 
sent abroad last month, only 9 % were mark
ed for Lend-Lease. A cut in th is already small 
percentage being shipped from t he United 
Sta tes would be of . little help to us in North 
Amt>r ica. 

• 
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ANNOUNCER-If that is the case, surely some
thing will have to be done in Canada, what 
do you think Mr. Mcintyre? 

MR. MciNTYHE-1 quite agree, l:IOmething will 
have to be done in Canada. The sugar sit
uation is at its most critical point since the 
war began and although we have already had 
three cuts in the Canadian sugar ration this 
year, I am afraid that announcements of 
short supply and increased military demands 
are being made to prepare Canadians for the 
shock of a furthur cut in the sugar ration. 

ANNOUNCER-Well that answers our questions, 
Mr. Mcintyre, though the answer is not too 
comforting. 

ltffi. MclNTYRE-1 am sorry that I had to bring 
such a pessimistic account of the sugar situat
ion and only wish it could have been more 
encouraging. The one bright spot, however, 
is that a larger sugar beet crop will help a.lot. 

ANNOUNCER-Thank you Mr. Mcintyre. Our 
listeners, r am sure, will appreciate your in
formation and~accept it, even if it is bad news 
or not. . 

ANNOUNCER-Bob .... whers's Bob Claus • .• 
Bob, during rehearsal you sang a little num
ber about the moon. What ia the name of 
that piece? 

CLAUS-Its called "SILVER MOON", Paul. 

ANNOUNCER-Alright Bob ... you sing it in 
that silver tenor of yours . .. go ahead. 

CLAUS-Sings. 

ANNOUNCER-When the Almanac writer, mail-
ed out copies of last week's program to the 

hundreds, on our mailing list, a return post 
card went with it On the card, your writer 
asked that listeners and readers give any com
ments or suggestions, they might have re
prding our program ..•• The response has 
been most ~tifying, friends. 
In every mail dozens of cards come back ••• 
all telling us how they appreciated our humble 
efforta to provide them with a program t hat 
would be entertaining, as well as, educational. 
Practically every corner of the County, is 
represented, in the cards we have with us 
here, in the studio •.. We would like to read 
them all, but here are a few picked at random. 

MRS. LEWIS MARSHALL, R.R.2,Merlin, School 
Section 14, Raleigh Township, writes . • . • 

LADY'S VOICE-"! am making a Kent County 
Kcrap book and usc it in school work for Social 
Studies. I suggest that you continue, until 
all the County is completed •.. Our schools 
are in need of such local historical informat
ion. 

ARTHUR POULTER.Sheriff of Kent County 
says . ....• 

MAN'S VOICE-"Saving to put into book form. 
Much appreciated" 

ANNOUNCER-JEAN HUMPHRIES, of Wheat
ley, writes. 

LADY'S VOICE--"1 use them in !\Choot work. 
This information is useful to teachers from 
other counties, who do not know Kent. 
Your commendable undertaking is one which 
has long been needed to acquaint us with 
Kent." 

ANNOUNCER-And J. WALTER COULTER, 
sends this •..• 

MAN'S VOlCE-"Always give to ou~.f..town 
patients after reading. In my opinion ~ery 
appropriate for city readers as well." 

ANNOUNCER-. . . . We could go on, folks, 
reading dozens of these wonderful comments, 
but we haven't time. Next week we'll read 
more of them. And thanks a million ..•. 
and to those who have, we feel, neglected to 
mail their card •• . • please do so right away 
..... we like fO hear from you. 

ANNOUNCER-We've just been handed a 
telephone message ... its from Mrs. Annan, 
mother o! Flying Officer Annan, mentioned 
on our program a few moments ago. Mrs. 
Annan says, we quote .... "I missed part 
of the broadcast but 1l friend has just called 
me. Please express my appreciation to 
Flying Officer Cadotte !or hi.s message from 
my son and thanks to the Almanac program." 
We have just time to extend congratulations 
to MR. and MRS. THOMAS CLARK, of 31 
Landsdowne A venue in Chathnm. Mr. and 
Mrs. Clark were marr ied 60 years ago to
morrow, May 4, at Petrolia, Mr~. Clark was 
born in Inneskillen Township ... Mr. Clark 
came from Sussex, England. 

THEME-(Hold back of Announcer ) 

ANNOUNCER-So ends Chapter Twelve • . . Kent 
County Family Almanac ... We ·teave 
air at this t ime to return again next 
at 9 p.m . ... when we will bring you a story 

of Kent County Hospitals ... Milton, the 

L-----------------------~--------------------------~~-----------------------------~~--·-· --~~---1 



I)Oct, once said .•.. "I>EA('E BATH HER 
VICTORIES . . . NO LESS RENOWNED 
THAN WAR." 

Thut's your thought for the day. 

So ... unt il next Thursday, ll<' ig hlJors, lot-: 
of good luck and keep smiling . . . The piano 
music heard on these broadcasts is played by 

...... ... ~ 
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REPRINT OF BROADCAST OVER CFCO 

Thursday, May lOth, 1945 

Chatham, Ontario 

ANNOUNCER-Presenting "Kent County Fam
ily Almanac". 

TilEME--"Florentine"." 0 ~ .v;t!"rrr rr• ,n~ 
(In and Hold back of announcer). l•t•":Jl 

• r. ·~ ) 

ANNOUNCER-Re!lecting the rhythm and flow 
of this great azricultural county and thost> . 
surrounding it . . . comes KENT COUNTY 
FAMILY ALMANAC ... A program that 
changes as the community changes; alive 
wilh vivid pictures of our towns, our cities 
and our people. Anything and everything that 
happens in this rich garden-land of Ontario 
is grist for the mill of the Almanac "J·•ri t 

THEM.E-(Up-then hold back as announcer con-
I 

tinues). 
' ' 

( ANNKOUNCER--This is Chapter Thirteen) .. 
· ent County Family Almanac . ; . . Tonight 

. . • our spotlight rests on National Hospital 
Day observed in Canada on Saturday, May 12, 
... also we pay tribute to two great institu
tions of mercy serving Chatham and Kent 
County ... we welcome back several of our 
fighting sons and extend a welcome to three 
war brides who will make their homes in our 
midst ... our young tenor singer has "two de
lightful numbers and our violinist adds his 
selection to the musical portion of our pro
gram ... Our thanks to those men 1\nd wo
men of mercy, friends, so join us ... won't 
you? 

..J. ,... 1\"J.. • .. f,,,, 
TH~(Up to ~nd). '):: .,, . · ··~·: ~t'·; 

ANNOUNCER-Bob CiaufJ ope~ ~ur ~~bgram to
night with an appropriate nu'mber, "Qlurch 
Bells of England". You have beard it before, 
~ut ·here is how Bob sings it. The accompan
Ist on the ptano is :Mrs. Bryce Kendrick. 

,, ,.. . ... , 
I' I • •' 

ANNOUNCER~ur Welcome Home column 
holds the spotlight at this time, as we wel
come back several members of the •armed 

'· fo,rces who returned from overs~ this week. 
Its Welcome Home to: 1 •· 

Pilot Officer Roy Seney, of Raleigh Twp.: 

(26) 

Flying Officer Roger Carswell, Lowe Street, 
Chatham; 

· Private James Weston, Ridgctown; 

Private Jack SaJisbury, Selkirk St., Chatham; 

Sergt. Jack Holmes, Forest St., Chatham; 

Private A. E. Crawford of Electric; 

Private W. D. Little, 361 Park St .. Chatham; 

and Private A. S. Rutherford, of Martin 
Court. . 

'~-Also welcome to Kent County to the follow-
ing war brides; 1 

Mrs. Ivy Barry and two children, family of 
Sergt. Charles Bany, 30 Emma Street. 

M~s. C. Sands, who goes to her husband's 
home at Wallaceburg. 

Mrs. A. Hone, who goes to Ridgetown . 

ANNOUNCER- Among the many lf"ttPrs receh·
ed last week from our listeners, is one from 
Spencer H. Dolsen, McKay A venue, Windsor. 
Here is what Mr. Dolsen says: 

VOICE-"Having been born in Chatham, I was 
much interested in bearing your Kent Coun
ty Almanac program. Would appreciate re
ceiving a copy; also one on the Chatham-Kent 

.-. Museum. ') 

"I would be interested in visiting the mu!
·o·- eum, if you would furnish information as to 
-o location and visiting hours". 
lh • ·I • I ...• 1! (It IJ to~ !Ill 

ANNOUNCER-Thank you, Mr. Dolsen of Wind
sor. Your letter has been turned over to the 
secretary of the museum, who will supply you 

~"" Witn th'e information you request ... And 
1-- Miss R. Johnson, teacher, R. R. 3, Ridgetown, 

!!I' writes: 

LADY'S VOICE-"Copies of broadcasts have 
been helpful in teaching pioneer history of 

. . Kent. We are keeping them for reference". 

ANNOUNCER-The Principal of Central School, 
Wallaceburg, has this to say: 
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MAN'S VOICE-"We are keeping them for re
ference in our school library". 

ANNOUNCER-Thank you, everybody, for these 
letters. There are many more we would like 
to read over the air, but time docs not permit 
tonight. If you haven't received your card 
yet ... write us anyway ... We would like to 
have your comments and suggestions. 

ANNOUNCER-Saturday, May 12, is National 
Hospital Day, and on that day the people 
salute the community hospitals of Canada. 
Tonight ... Kent County Family Almanac. 
pauses to pay tr ibute to its two great institu
tions of mercy ... The Public General Hospi
tal and St. Joseph's Hospital ... both in 
Chatham. 

So come with us to your Hospital, Kent 
County citizens, where hospital odors come 
faintly to the nostrils, and sounds come soft 
and low ... Here in the corridor stands an 
anxious group, suddenly called from their 
work or vacation, by a distressing message 
... or an anxious husband or wife, awaits 
news of a loved one, as the angel of death 
hovers near ... or maybe "Love-fear--and 
a baby's cry"--and life goes on. 

The white clad workers of modern miracles 
... move quietly but quickly in and out, 
through it all,-bent on their errands of 
mercy. Theirs is no easy task, for steady are 
the hours around the clock ••. 

Then . . . suddenly t here is an organized 
hurrying and soft whispered in.structions .•• 
There has been an accident ... it's a serious 
emergency case ... and now a quivering body 
lies under the glare of the operating lamp •.. 
perhaps delicate skill is displayed as pressure 
is relieved in a shattered skull. 

This ... is t he pict ure familiar in most of our 
minds about our hospitals. 

But did you ever stop to think of it in this 
manner ..• 

A hotel that has a house count, in many 
cases of over 3.000 guesta a year, unfortun
a tely all of them ill .•• An administration 
t hat directs a staff of many execut ives and 
domestiC-' ••• 

A food controller operat~ on an almOBt un
limited budget .• no modest housework 
t hrough t he year .. say 20,000 room to clean 
and tidy and 36,000 beds to make •.. That ••• 
friends, is but a brief picture of your modern 
hospital today and it should be r emembered 
that the hospital is for the people ... "The 
people own the hospital. The people use t he 
hospital ... the people support the hospital". 
Ladies and Gentlemen •.• our narrator for 
the next few moments will be the Reverend 
J effrey Billingsley, r ector of Holy Trinity 

Anglican Church in Chatham. 1\lr. Billingsley 
is going to tell us of the days when medical 
science, nurses and efficiency were an almost 
unheard of thing in the care of the sick ... 
Mr. Billingsley: 

SPEAKER-Good evening ... I have been asked 
to speak on this program dedicated to hospi

tals in Canada ... particularly to the hospi
tals of Kent County. 

In the great struggle that has just ended, the 
community hospital of Canada, has been a 
mighty weapon for victory. Behind the surgi
cal aid stations . . . behind the evacuation 
hospitals, maintaining a stubborn foothold 
for humanity, in the rear of the advancing 
armies in Europe, the community hospital of 
Canada found a place. The doctors, nurses 
and technicians, saving the lives • of our 
wounded fighting men, as well as those fight
in.- for victory at home, are backed by 
t raining and experience gained in the com
munity hospitals of Canada. With a fusion of 
scientific knowledge and tender merey, your 
voluntary hospital, safeguards the health of 
your family and your neighbors ... wherever 
they may be. 

Resear ch disdoses that hospitals were found
ed about the year 641 . .. The first, believed 
to be the Hotel Dieu, opened by Saint Landry, 
Bishop of Paris ..• Of this hospital, Max 
Nordeau said, and may l quote ... "In one 
bed of moderate width, Jay four, five or six 
persons, ill ... They lay beside each other, 
the feet of one to the head of another; child
ren beside gray-haired men; and incredible, 
but true, men and women intermingled to
gether ... In the same bed, lay individuals 
affected with infectious diseases, beside 
others only slightly unwell ... These patients 
often lacked the greatest necessities ... Tbe 
most miserable food was doled out to them 
in aufficient quantities and at irregular in
tervals". 

And so down through the years ... Only S6 
years before the present century, ... let us 
look at the state of cleanliness in the Mater
nite of Paris, as described by La Forte, after 
hia visit there in 1864 • . • La Forte said of 
that hospital-"The principal ward contained 
a large number of beds, placed in alcoves, 
like English horse-stalls along each side. Ven
tilation was almost impossible ..• F1oors and 
partitions were washed once a month •.. the 
ceilings showed that they had not been white
washed for years". 

These are not hospitals of medieval times, I 
,. mention ... but hospitals in the centre of cul

ture and in years from wh ich, some of the 
children born, might even be Jiving today ... 
For centuries t hese institutions were sirnplv 
a refuge for t he destitute sick . . . medical 



·( 

care was nol given. It is only in recent times 
. . . since modern medical treatment has be<'n 
developed, t hat hospitnls furn ish proper car<', 
a11 well n~~, r<>fur<' for t he sick. 

Under the precepts of The Great Healer . .. 
the sick and the weak were to be cared for 
by the strong and healthy. Thus t he modern 
charity hospitals, foundling homes and the 
municipal care of the sick and infirm, have 
originated in Christian religion and hnve de
veloped from th(•ir predecessors, of early 
Christian days. 

The training of women. in the art of " helping 
the patient to live", which is t he office of 
the nurse, began in the nineteenth century. 
Prior to t hat time, there were nurses in hos
pitals, but they were untrained. 

The London Times, in the year 1857, de. 
scribes the ser vant nurses in t he London hos
pitals, in the following t erms: "Lect ured by 
committees scolded by matrons, sworn at by 
surgeons . . . these women were what any 
woman might be, in the same circumst:mces 
... they were, in fact . . . mostly dowdy-look
ing females, of drunken and dubious habits". 

It was Florence Nightingale who made nurs
ing a dignif il:'d p rofession a nd assisted in 
training , "The new-style Nur ses" who " help
ed the patient to live". 

Florence Nightingale did not know the part 
played by bacteria, in causing infection .. . 
but she did know tha t cleanliness. fresh air , 
pure water :md sunlight, were necessary, in 
the proper care of t he sick ... Her attempts 
to supply these necessities to t he wounded, 
during the Crimea War, were hindered by 
the bureaucratic a rmy regulations. But her 
work was commended, by officers and men, 
and on her r eturn to England ... a fund of 
fifty thousand pounds was raised to be used 
in establishing a school for t raining women 
in the nursing profession. Within a few years, 
these nurses were in great demand and other 
schools established .. . until today, the christ
ian people, beyond a doubt, are t he health
iest in the world. 

The reason for this . . . the nursing profes
sion, as I just pointed out .. . and the fact 
that we have emerged from medical super
stition, which for so long, in ages past • •. 
hampered the profession. 

Think of the collective achievements of the 
medical profession, in our modern age. They 
have extended the life period of man from 
28 to 60 years and have reduced the average 
hospitalization period from 20 days to 10 
days .. . When we think of the medical pro
fession of today, we think of that loyal body 
of men, constituting the staffs of our hospi
tals everywhere .. . splendid men ... the 
vanguard of these staunch old medical pion-

ccr11, of days long pa~t. in the early history 
of our hospitals . 

What hav<> we today? . . . Everywhere, 
throughout the world, in Canada . .. right 
here in Kent County, Wl' hav(' hospitals that 
arc an instrument and a symbol. They arc 
the nwans, by which the char1tabh• and gen
erous impulses of mankind, extend to the 
sick, the beiH'fils of modern scicncl', in their 
care. 

It is good then. to recall that "~Ian has a 
right to life". Life as we know it, is sweet-
a fragment of eternity. How terrible that in 
our time, tragedy should confront us on every 
side; 

The world makes much of pomp and pride, 
But hospitals leave sham outside; 
And in the wheel chairs, great and low, 
Each other better comes to know. 
They find in pain's persistent grip, 
Both brotherhood and fellowship. 

ANNOUNCER-Thank you )tr. llilling~lcy. 
Before we proceed with our tribute to Kent 
County Hospitals, Roy Guymer, Chatham 
Violinist. is going to play C'o<>unod's "Ave 
Maria". 

G UYMER-Piays. 

ANNOUNCER-here in our studio tonight .... 
we have Milo J. Smith, vice-president of the 
Public General Hospital, and Father Rooney, 
representin~ St. Joseph's Hospital. We have 
invited these gentlemen here to tell us some
thing about the hospitals, which are ... and 
have been . .. serving the citizens of Kent 
County so well. 

ANNOUNCER-Father Rooney, we would like 
to know a little about the hospitals tha t ser ve 
Kent County. Can you tell us something 
about St. J oseph's Hospita l . .. who conducts 
it and when was it founded ? 

FATHER ROONEY- I might say that St. J os
eph's is a voluntary hospital. conducted by 
the Sisters of St. Joseph, of the Diocese of 
London. 

I believe it was in October 1890, that the hos
pital commenced operation, in the barracks 
once used by the Salvation Army. But in the 
following year .. . suitable property was ob
tained on King Street , the site of the present 
building and the original unit was erected. 

ANNOUNCER-It certainly has g rown. What 
about the accommodation, Father Rooney? 

FATHER ROONEY- There is accommodation for 
150 patients . . . 117 beds a re assigned to 
adults, 9 to children, with 24 bassinet s. 



ANNOUNCER- Mr. Smith ' . .. you are the vicf'
chairman of the Public General 'Jtospital. 
When did that hospital begin operation? .. 

fR. SMITH-The same year ... 1890. The orig
inal building was a three-storey residence 
with accommodation for 20 patients. On Oc
tober 21, 1891, the corner stone was laid for 
the present building, which accommodates 
150 patients-adults and children. 

ANNOUNCER-Is the Public General Hospital 
publically owned, Mr. Smith? 

MR. SMITH-The Public General Hospital Society 
of Chatham conducts the hospital. It is a 
group of public-minded citizens, who give 
their services to create and operate an es
sential public service. 

ANNOUNCER-I presume it is operated by n 
board of TruRtees and an administrator? 

MR. SMJTH-That's right. The board comp-
r ises of 12 elected members, plus represent
atives of the City, County and various 
hospital or ganizations. Mr. ''Ted" Sulman, 
is chairman of the board this year. 

ANNOUNCER- Now that we understand those 
angles . . . let's consider the School's of 
Nursing. They arc a great auxiliar y to any 
hospital. Have either of you any interest-
ing figures on that point? · ' 

I ' 

FATHER ROONEY-St . Joseph's School of 
Nurses was established in 1895. It's first 
class consisted of 2 students and the present 
student enrollment is 82. • 

MR. SMITH-SO is the number enrolled at t he 
Public General. When their school began, 
they also had two student nurses. 

ANNOUNCER- Hospitals are wonderful organ
izations of mercy . 

Industries may shut down, business may 
close it's doors .. . but the hospital continues 
24 hours a day, 365 days a year ... always 
ready to meet every emergency. Sometimes 
the cost is high but I understand there are 
certain plans, under whiCh anyone, who is 
ill, can be treated at a moderate cost to them
selves. 

MR. S~UTH-That's right. There are several 
such plans, for hospital care. In other words, 
there are non:Profit community services 
offered under the sponsorship of the 
Ontario Hospital Association. 

FATHER ROONEY-Yes. and Chatham and Kent 
- ('ounty were amongst the first centres, in 

the province, to consider the advantages of 
the plan. Its purpose is to provide the great- • 
est amount of care for the largest number of 
people needmg this hospitalization ... and 
. . . at the smallest possible colit. 

ANNOUNCER-Sounds like a good idea, Father 
Rooney, but it seems you have to be sick to 
take advantage of this offer. But it is always 
best in the long run, to have some protection. 
Thank you, Mr. Smith, and Father Hooney, 
for being with us tonight, and in giving us 
some information on our Kent County Hos-

pitals. 

VOICE-(Without introduction): 
They call her Florence Nightingale in jest, 
But there's an earnestness behind their eyes. 
That she, high priestess. does not realize; 
She only knows she does her simple best, 
Performing grave mysterious rites aware 
That often she has the power to fan the spark 
Of life to glowing flame when it is dar!.. 
And quiet in the wards, and death stalks 

there. 

She seems so youni' to have upon her slim 
· l Proud shoulden such a weight of grief and 

pain; 
Sbe should be walking through a leafy lane, 
Or dancing somewhere, where the lights are 

dim, 
Or should she-whom so many lips must 

bless 
With such profound and utter thankfulness? 

ANNOUNCER-That was Helen Fit zger ald Dau
gher 's t r ibute to "The Nurse". 

ANNOUNCER-Sunday is Mother's Day and Bob 
Claus is going to contribute t he next number 
on our Almanac pages to mothers every
where. It's t he old favorite "Mother Ma
chree". 

CLAUS-Sings. 

THEME-(Hold back of announcer) . 

ANNOUNCER-And thus . .. having brought 
you Chapter Thirteen . • . Kent County Al
manac leaves the air to return again next 
Thursday, same time, with another story 
!rom one of our Kent County towns ... Wateh 
for it ... Meanwhile .. . your thought for the 

I 
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day ... PEACE IS THE HAPPY. NA TURAL 
STATE OF MAN ; WAR HIS CORRUPTION, 
HIS OISGRACE". 

Piauo music heard on these broadcastR b 
played by Mrs. Bryce Kendrick , accompanist 
for all artists on our program . 
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KENT COUNTY 
FAMILY ALMANAC 

EVERY THURSDA Y- 9 TO 9 :30P.M. 
OVER CFCO. 

CHATHAM. ONTARIO 

11Get acquainted with your County 

I! and Your Neighbor." 

ru 
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Kent County Family Almanac has been 
brought to you through the courtesy of the 
Canada and Dominion Sugar Company, Lim· 
ited, Chatham and Wallaceburg . 

This is CFCO. 

THEME-(Up t<> end). 

SOME 

FUTURE BROADCASTS 

• PIONEERS OF KENT. 
• CALEDONIA SE'ITLEMENT 
• KENT PERSONALITIES. 
• STORY OF RIDGETO\\ !\'. 
• TOWN OF TILBURY 
• TOWN OF THAMESVILLE 

• VILLAGE OF MERLI N 
AND WHEATLEY 

• TOWN OF HIGHGATE 

AND OTHERS 
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CIIAI"TER .. ' OURTEEN 

REPRINT OF BROADCAST OVER CFCO 
I 

Thursday, May 17th, 1945 

ChathaJ,, Ontario 

ANNOUNCER-Presenting "Kent County Fam
ily Almanac. 

I 

THEME-"F1orentine." 
(In and hold btlek of announcer) . . 

ANNOUNCER-Reflecting the rhythm and flow 
of this great agricultural county and those 
surrounding it . .. comes Kent County Fam-
ily Almanac ... A program that changes as 
the community changes ... alive with pic
tures of our towns. our city and our people. 
.. . Anything and everything that happens 
in this rich-garden land of Ontario is grist 
for the mill Of the Almanac. 

THEME-(Up to end---continue second part and 
hold back of announcer). 

£4.~NNOUNCER-This ... is Chapter Fourteen . .. 
Kent County Family Almanac . . . Tonight, 
we bring you a story from Dover Township 
as we salute those sturdy pioneers of long 
ago. You will hear of their hardships and 
privations as they fought to make Dover one 
of lhe finest farming districts in the prov
ince ... Three of our singers tonight are des
cendants of those pioneers .. . so listen with 
us as they contribute their portion to your 
Dover program . . . Our piano-accordionist 
adda his modem touch with a lively number. 
So, here we go, neighbors, a salute to Dover 
Township. 

' THEME-(Up to end). 

ANNOUNCER-That nimble--fingered young ar
tist, Orville Gold, is standing by with the 

., ever-popular 4'Tea !or Two." Here he is ..• 
all set and ready to play. . . 

GOLD-Plays. 

, ANNOUNCER-Our musical department still 
holds the spotlight as Corine Caron our con
~ralto. singer, approaches the "Mik~." Corine 
1s gomg to ask muskally,· "Do You Believe 
In Dr!ams?" accompanied by , Mrs. Bryce 
Kendrtck at the piano. . ·!' • 

( _. ~...oRINE--Sings. '" ,.,,,·d ·u. '" 
~_; 

(No. 27) 

ANNOUNCER-Before we turn to our Welcome 
Home column .. . . here is an important an
nouncement . . . . The past two weeks have 
been a period of strenuous excitement as one 
important event followed another. The high
light, of course, was that of the end of the 
war. No less important, however, tvere the 
warnings of greater responsibilities for the 
Canadian people. . 

We have been told time and time again by 
the great leaders of our time. that our task 
is not finished. We are warned of the huge 
responsibility we have to face in supplying 
food to frienas and to the armed forces still 
fighting the Japanese. 

Nevertheless . . . it came a.s a .-bock when we 
were told that our sugar ration was cut again 
. • ~ for the fourth time thiA year . . . : This is 
serious . .. but, anxious to point out anything 

· that might be helpful in avoiding further 
cuts in the Mugar ration, your Almanac writ
er explains that right here in Southwestern 
Ontario,. we have the facilities to produce 
MORE THAN ENOUGH SUGAR for the 
household ration of every man, woman and 
child in the province. . . ' 

· Mindful of the material prosperity of the 
fanning communities, it is also reminded 

, .. 1that !ast changin~ war conditions are cer
tain to adve'rsely affect the demand for some 

'· .of our·crops,' 'b,ut NOT SUGAR .BEETS.' 
'. - . ... .~ 

Therefore, 'We who have supplied men, muni
• 1 tioM and food in. abundance .. can continue 

our part in the fight, procuring still more 
sugar beets,. thus. helping to stave off !\¢-her 

•II CUb in the 8Ug1lt ration . • . ana at the Same 
. . time, safeguarding the financial stability o.f 

··a"• our farms. Yes . . •• southwestern Ontatjo will 
•11 be wise .t.o G~OW MORE SUGAR ,nEETS 
,. 1THIS ~ ' · · · · t ''·1rf ·•·t '1"1 

• \ \ • ,J J I , ~ '.J. • , . 1 , o "'1',. 

1n And:now it's Welcome Home to:· ,:. : :l~ 
. ,. t r • 

:,,, Private G. Alex Hill, Foster St .. Chatham; 
. . 1· l J ) 

, ; ; Private Henry Glasier, . of . Tilbury; 1 : , J 

• · Sergt. J. ·aennie Caren, Patteson Ave., Cbat
.ham. 

,~I.- •• ,) ••• v 



Major Keith Crummer, Victoria Ave., Cha~ 
ham; 

Sergt. Norma Wright, R.C.A.F., (Women's 
Division) , Wellington Street, Chatham. 

ANNOUNCER-What's this ..• we have a little 
stranger in our midst . .. but she looks quite 
at home ... Folks, you ought to see her .. . 
she just about reaches the microphone 
What's your name, little girl? 

MARILYN-Marilyn Stokes. 

ANNOUNCER-fi's ~n - year - old Marilyn 
Stokes, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Oscar 
Stokes, Dover Township. Everybody out 
there knows Marilyn. What are you sroing 
to sing, Marilyn 7 

MARILYN-"The Little Yellow Dotr." '::\ 

ANNOUNC~Not your dog, is it1 .... 

MARILYN-No, my dog's name is "Skippy." 

ANNOUNCER-Well, that'a fine, you ao ahead 
and tell us about that "Little Yellow Dog." 

MARILYN-Sings. 

ANNOUNCER-Thank you, Marilyn Stokes, of 
Dover Centre. 

ANNOUNCER-And now for the story of Dover 
TOW118hip and the village of Pain Court ... 
Records reveal that until 1790 . . . Dover 
Township had no more history than any 
other part of the country . . . Indiana were 
the only inhabitants of th08e immeMe for
ests which covered the beautiful and fer
tile farms of today . .. In that year, 1790 • .. 
a man by the name of Parsons eame from 
Pennsylvania and settled on the south side 
of the river Thames ••. Two yean later, John 
Van DolJen came from Holland and cbose a 
tract of land on the north side of the river 
which ia lot 16 today .•. Theee two men 
were the ftret white men to locate tn the 
County of Kent. ·· · 

• • t 

But it waa the Van Dolun family who were 
really the pioneers of Dover Township • • . 
John Van Dolzen, who lat« tGOk the name 
of Dolsen-D~I-a-e-n-wu far advaneed in 
years when he arrived .•• but hia two aona, 
Matthew and Iaaac, were in the ~ of 
manhood . • • Matthew chose a location on 
the north side of the river, on land that later 
became Dover •.• and Isaae 'ocated on the 
south &ide in what became Raleiab Town:ahip 
• • • which we hope to speak about Ia an
other broadcast soon. 

But the ·centre of attraction along the River 
Front for many years ... was the farm of 
Matthew Dols(•n where h<> established several 
industrie~ of considerable magnitude ... 0 
of his fir11t ventures was a general tradi 
post ... which he supplied with goods 
brought from Buffalo and Detroit in vessels 
of his own construction . .. . said to have 
been the fir:~t on the Hivcr Thames ... Later 
he built a dislilh·ry, a grist mill, a tannery, 
blacksmith Hhop and a cooperage ... and in 
each of those places large staffs of men were 
employed ... adding to the volume of trade 
and the dignity of the community ... But, 
as years past. and the trade divided among 
other markets and industries, the spirit of 
commerce deserted the place and many of 
the younger generation left for parts un
known .. , . The Dolsens, however, remained. 
... John, son of Matthew (latter known as 
"Squire John") retained his residence on the 
old homestead ... the other son, Isaac, mov-

- ed to a home on the adjoining lot to the west 
... their father having drawn a 400-acre 
grant at that point. 

Here in our studio tonight is Mr. Eugene 
King, a former reeve of Dover Township, and 
Mr. D. D. Gagner, township clerk for many 
years. We're going to a k them to take up 
the story from here on ... Mr. King, after 
the Dolsen's arrived ... who were the next 
group to reach the area which later became 
Dover. 

MR. KING-Well, a great many people know the 
story of th<! Baldoon settlement . . . These 
immigrants began to arrive about 1804, set
tling on the Baldoon farm, which lay within 
the angle formed by the gore of Chatham 
b~e line, the Chenal Ecarte on the west and 
the Sydenham River on the south-west ... 
They were brought to the New World by the 
Earl of Selkirk, a nobleman of great wealth, 
from the Highlands of Scotland. They ar
rived at Montreal in July, 1804, and were 
taken up the St. Lawrence to Kingston. From 
there they travelled to Niagara by sailing 
vessels ... crossed to Fort Erie on-foot-and 
from that point sailed again to the Detroit 
River and up through the Chenal Ecarte to 
their landing place. 

ANNOUNCER-A long and tedious journey un
der conditions in those days ... Do you hap
pen to know from history the names of some 
of those first settlers? 

KING-The ftrst colony of lfighlanders to arrive 
included many families bearing the name of 
McPherson, McCallum, McDougall and Stew

., art ... The entire community consisted of 
·' about 1,000 acres and for some time the set

tlers . .. as their only means of support .. 
drew from a common fund provided by th 
Earl . . . He spent considerable money on 
buildings, draining the land, etc., but grad-



' . ( 
ually his wealth grew less and he wa/\ not 
able to carry out his scheme in detail. 

ANNOUNCER-If my memory serves me right. 
Mr. King, the generous Earl gave much of 
his wealth to the settlers who were unable 
to glean a Jiving from the soil .. . 1 believe 
the reason for this . .. was the flooding of 
the territory ... when dykes and levees 
broke and the waters of St. Clair and the Sy
denham covered their land. Stories are told 
that harvest fields were flooded to a great 
depth and by 1839 ... the former wheat 
fields were navigated by large vessels. It 
was a common sight, history relates, to see 
canoes carrying children to schools which 
were partly under water. As time went on 
. . . the settlers were forced to move from 
their inundated localit ies and the once scene 
of prosperous agriculture became a desolate 
waste. 

?tffi. KING-That's qu ite r ight •.. But it should 
be remembered that when the Earl of Sel
kirk saw his r esources at an end, asked for 
and was given r elease of his claim to the 
tract of land granted him. Then ... grad
usually other settler s, mostly fishermen, be
gan to move in ... among them Robert Mit
chell, who located at Mitchell's Bay . . . so 
named in his honor. 

ANNOUNCER- Thanks for r eminding us of that 
.(_ . point in our story. Mr. King ... Now, Mr. 

Gagner, you are the township clerk . . . What 
about the municipal affairs in Dover during 
those early days? 

( . 

MR. GAGNER- The history of municipal affairs 
in Dover has not been wholly preserved ... 
but on the introduction of the Municipal Act 
in 1850 ... we find that such men as Robert 
Mitchell, St . Luke Emery, Adolphus Reaume, 
Andre Pelt ier and Alexis Urquhart were elec
ted to the council board. Rober t Mitchell 
became the first reeve and T. W. Smith was 
clerk . •. William Gordon was collector ; Wil
liam A. John and Robert Crowe were t he as
sessors and Thomas, the treasurer . 

ANNOUNCER-We will hear something about 
the present council later . Are there any vil
lages of importance in Dover now. Mr. Gag
ner? 

?tffi. GAGNER--Only a f ew post office villages 
but none of considerable importance ... In 
the old days l.here was Baldoon and Oldfield. 
There is still Mitchell's Bay, Dover Centre, 
Bear Line and Electric and Pain Court, which 
is about seven miles from Chatham. 

ANNOUNCER-That's right, Pain Court . . . 
Let's talk about Pain Court ..• I drove 
through the village last summer and I notic
ed a very tine Catholic Church. . .. There 

were also several up-to-date general stores, 
a couple of hotels, an elevator and other busi
nesses that make up an enterprising village. 
.. . By the way, what's the population out 
there? 

MR. GAGNER-About 1,300 in the Pain Court 
Parish. 

ANNOUNCER--Can you give me any idea when 
Pain Court first became settled? 

MR. GAGNER-Let me think ... In the year 1815 
.. . two French families named Baby and 
Paquette settled on the north side of the riv
er .. . Later that year ... five other French 
families settled in the part which is now 
known as the "Pain Court Block" ... They 
were the Lauzons, the Peltiers, the Fauberts, 
the Primeaus and Louis Dezilia. 

ANNOUNCER- We have been told how the Bal
doon settlers got their land . .. Can you tell 
us how the people in the Pain Court block 
secured theirs? 

MR. GAGNER- In order to avoid trouble in the 
future, these people, always cautions asked 
the Government to make a survey. A land
surveyor named Rankin surveyed the tract 
of land which extends from lot 1 to lot 16 
. .. embracing 773 acres in all ... This was 
the extent of Pain Court in 1815 ... but at 
that time the name Pain Court waa unknown. 

ANNOUNCER-I have been going to ask you 
about that. How did the name Pain Court 
come about? 

MR. GAGNER-I think Eugene here can answer 
that question just as well. How about it, 
Eugene? 

MR. KING-In those days ... there was no town 
or post office between London and Detroit 
and the neighbors were far apar t. There 
~ere no gr ist mills an~ food was scarce, par
tlcular ly bread ... Th1s state of affairs last
ed for some time and the -people of th~ dis
trict in expressing their distress used to say 
"le pain est court"-which mean the "bread 
is short." They became so used to saving 
everything . . . even words • . . that they 
simply said " pain court" or-"short bread." 
. . • The name spread so rapidly and so na
turally that ... when people spoke of a coun
t ry in misery they used to give Pain Court 
as an example. 

ANNOUNCER- That's most interesting. And 
look at the district today ... One of the best 
agricultural areas. in the province, I imagine. 
Wllat brought thiS about, Mr. King 1 

MR. KING-Today . .. the fanners are able to 
grow ~ny kind of crop they desire . . . but 
there 1s no doubt that the growing of sugar 

-----·-



beeta, always a profitable crop, has been a 
main factor for the past 35 years. 

~NOUNCER-Yes ... and it has been said 
• that no other country place has improved 

more than Pain Court in all that time ... 
Can you tell us any other reason for this 
progress? 

MR. KING-First, there was the telephone which 
everybody thought was a nuisance and now 
nobody wants to be without . . . Then in 1910 
... the Gas Company began to supply the 
people with natural gas and in the same 
year .. . an electric railroad was built from 
Chatham to Pain Court ... When motor cars 
and good roads came along ... it was dis
continued. 

ANNOUNCER-Mr. Gagner ... before you go ... 
tell us the names of the council this year. 

MR. GAGNER--Elmer Rose is our reeve . . . 
Sylva Letourneau is deputy-reeve ... and 
the council consists of Ben Reaume, Richard 
Chinnick and Robert Isaac. The township 
auditor is Wilfr id Peltier ... the treasurer, 
Francis Ouf'llette ... and the assessor Detore 
Jarvis •.. Ear le Montgomery is responsible 
for our good roads. 

ANNOUNCER-Have you anything you would 
like to say to the residents of the township 
and Pain Court ? 

. MR. KJNG-1 would like to thank the Kent 
County Family Almanac for making this 
broadcast of our township possible and (in 
French) ... This broadcast will be sent out 
in printed form. Anyone wanting a copy 
can have one by writing to Kent County 
Family Almanac in care of CFCO. 

ANNOUNCER-(lauahing) -Say, our knowl
edge of French is slight ... What was that 
you saia just now? 

l'I1R. KING:-.1 .told the people .of Pain Court that 
they could have pr inted copies of this broad
cast . . . simply by writing to the Family 
Almanac in care of CFCO. 

ANNOUNCER-A!J~ t hat goes for everybody, 
folks . . . and if you want future copies of 
these broadcasta j ust add that to your ca rd 
or letter .•. We'll see t hat you aet them. 

Thank you, gentlemen, for being with us ... 
You have given us a wonderful story of the 
past in Dover Township. 

ANNOUNCER-A few :momenta ago you heard 
Corine Caron sing ..• now aa a special treat 
here ia her sister, Evelyn ... Evelyn is a 
guest singer on our program tonight and she 

~oes far afield for the number you are about 
to hear .... It's Mexicala Rose." 

EVELYN-Sings. ( 

ANNOUNCER-This week ... Kent County Fam-
ily Almanac extends congratulations to sev
eral Kent County students who have won 
scholarships and prizcg at the University of 
Western Ontario at London. 

Among them is Mis.'i Mary Lois Williams. of 
Eberts. who was awarded the Board of Gov
ernors Scholarship for study at the Trois 
Pistoles l''rcnch summer school. 

Harold Hall, of Ridgetown, won the William 
Wyatt scholarship for third year English 
languages and literature and Muriel Clarke, 
of Blenheim, won the elementary Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier memorial scholarship in French. . 
Prizes to be awarded in October go to Joha 

.McCutcheon of Chatham; . . . . Jean Mc
Nichol, of Rodney; ... and Jean Sloan, of 
West Lome. 

Among the Bachelor of Arts awards . . . 
general course degrees . . . Rita Rivard, of 
Tilbury won Grade A.; Margaret Groome and 
Jean McNevin, of Chatham, and Edward 
Jacklin, o! Blenheim, secured Grade B hon
ors . 
Public Health Nurse certificates have been 
awarded to Nina Bridgett of Blenheim, and 
Julienne Gagner, of Chatham. 

THEME-(Hold back of announcer). 

ANNOUNCER-So ends Chapter Fourteen 
Kent County Family Almanac ... We leave 
the air at this time to return again next 
Thursday at 9 p.m. with another interestina 
story ... Meanwhile ..• here's your thought 
for the day .•. "Spring is a natural resur
rection ... it unbosoms every grace." 

So until next Thursday, fol~. this is Paul 
Hanover, your announcer saying ..• "lots 
of good luck and keep smiling ... The piano 
music heard on these broadcasts is played 
by 1\!rs. Bryce Kendr ick, accompanist for 
all artists on our. program. 

Kent County Family Almanae has been 
brought to you through the courtesy of the 
Canada and Dominion Sugar Company, 
Chatham and Wallaeeburg. 

This is CFCO. C 
THEME-(Up to end.) 
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CH APTER FIFTEEN 

REPRINT OF BROADCAST OVER CFCO 

Thursday, May 24th, 1945 

Chatham, Ontario 

ANNOUNCER- Presenting "Kent County Fam-
· 11 ily Almanac." · · •· '·· 

THEME--.,Florentine.'' ,' r•· 
(In and fade back of announcer) 

4 -., .. .. ~ 

ANNOUNCER- Reflect ing the rhythm and flow 
of this great agricultural county and those 
surrounding it ... comes Kent County Fam-
ily Almanac . . . A program that changes 
as the community changes ; alive with viYid 
pictures of our towns, our cities and our peo
ple .• . Anything t hat happens in this rich
garden Jand of Ontario is grist for the mill 
of the Almanac. 

and civilians. And here it is complete with 
crowd noises to open the musical portion of 
our Almanac program tonight. 

ENGINEER-Kilties playing "On the Mull." 

ANNOUNCER--Our Almanac pages tum t{) our 
Welcome Home department and we welcome 
back from overseas Leading Aircraftsman 
Walter Stanski, of R.R. 1. ~etcher. Walter 
has thr~e years' service to his credit ..• one 
and a half years of which were spent in 
Ceylon. 

Also to the following . . . who will a rrive 
at Military District Hospital Number 1 and 
eventually to tneir homes in Kent County: TH~(Up and continue for 20 seconds-then 

( hold back as announcer resumes) . Private J. B. Atkinson, Chatham; 

Lance-Corp. F.' T. Evers, R.R. 2, Blenheim; 

Acting Corp. E. A. Gar butt, J eannette's 
Creek ; 

(_ 

ANNOUNCER-This is Chapter Fifteen .. .. 
Kent County Family Almanac . .. Tonight 
. .. our spotlight travels along number two 
highway and comes to rest at the little vil
lage of Kent Bridge from where you will 
hear another story of pioneers, t heir hard
ship and their problems .. . Be with us also 
as we welcome back! several of our Kent 
County boys who will arrive f rom overseas 
this week .. . Our musical department to
night shifts from the thrilling band music 
heard throughout the day in many of our 
towns and villages • •• to a haunt ing and in
spiring symphony .- .• something new on our 
program •. . It's a half hour of fine music 
and community news, folks, so stay -tuned 
in • • • you'll like it. ' · 1 

JC· 
11 11; 1 1 ~.·~ IHIJ. 1 b 1. 1.n. 1

• 

· ·· '·!w ,..,,,.; fi' .'l~'f: ... 
T~E-(U:P. to ~nd) · .f • , .hw.Jf!.,·1 • 1~}1 

ANNOUN~In Chathiiin a~ ~~,:;~ther 
places throughout the county today . • . . 
band music and parades were the order of 
the day. Thia afternoon in Tecumseh Park 
• • . five bands took 1 part in a huge musical 
festival and early . this evening the Cha~ 
ham Kjltie Band under Bandmaster • Syd 
Chamberlain gave a special concert at the 
park.. ,, . :• .. 11 

• ' I 
'At a recent concert, the Kitties played the 
ever-popular "On the 1.Iull" ... always a fa
vorite with m~mbers ot the armed forces 

(28) 

Private H. B. Hatt, Wheatley; 

Private D. W. Labadie, Sombra; 

Trooper H. W. Leader, Ri~getown; 

Private C. E. Newcombe, Blenheim ; 

Corp. J . H. Pratt (liberated prisoner of war) 
Chatham ; 

•J 
Private W. W. Rowe, Glencoe; ·, 

Private D. H. Stuart, Chatham ; . . . 
Priva te Arthur Haney ,j (Th.amesville; and 

~ J~· Private Fred Wass, of Scane Street. Chat
}.. ham, one of Canada's five-year men . .., '" 

")' I , ,.,""T'\ •f t f ' • I. t ., l 
And here is a sfo.ry of a North Buxton lhero, 
one, who has been in action on the western 
front since November of last year. He is 
Sergt. Edgar Shreve, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Edgar Shreve. ' 1 , • n 

• i ' • • 

With his unit .. . the Lincoln and Welland 
Regiment, Edrar went into France late last 
fall and has taken part in some o! the :most 
terrific combat4 prior to the unconditional 
surrender of Germany. 

Though he entered Germany 88 11 private, 



• 

\ 

Sergt. Shreve received his third promo~ion 
not more than one month after he reccJved , 

~ hu first. But it wu on May 14 ~ .• that · ~. 
"' the most puzzling and interesting me~sa~e 

arrived from Edgar. On t ha t day , hts 
mother recetved a cablegram . . . which read 
.. . Repatriated to England. Fit and well." 

Having received no word of their s~m being 
reported a pr isoner-of-war at any ttme, Mr. 
and Mrs. Shreve are now awaiting a lett~r 
o! explanat ion of what might be a dramat1c 
climax to Edgar's experiences in the Euro
pean theatre of war. 

ANNOUNCER- Music f rom t he classics enters 
• 1 our progam as we pres.ent the Classic:a l Sym

phony in D Major , wr1t ten by Serge• Proko
fieff in 1916-1917, while the composer was in 
St . Petersbur g (now Leningrad), Russia •• . 
it waa dedicated to Bor is Assatiew, one of 
the Russian lit erat i and in 1919 wu per
formed for the first t ime in St. Petersburg 
by the Sta te Orchestra .. . Toni~ht, you 
will hear it played by the St. Lou1s Sym
phony Orchestra with Vladimir Golschmann 
conducting. 

Prokofieff in h is creative attempts in this 
Classical Symphony, h imself said t hat his 
idea "in writing the work was to catch ~he 
spirit of Mozart and to put down t hat w~1ch 
.•. if he were living today . .. Mo~art m.'g~t 
put into his scores ... The work 1s remm•s
cent of Haydn, Mozart and t heir contempor
aries but occasional turns of phrase, wand
erings of harmony and relatively sophisti
cated melodies reveal the brilliance of a 
clever modernist. 

In the first movement which you will now 
hear ... the strings introduce the various 
principal theme of the .~.llegro . . . imm~
diately follows a trans1tlonal passage m 
which the flutes play a curiously novel and 
active part. In the second part of sonata 
form the listener can identify t he themes as 
they' are elaborated and combined. The 
movement ends with a short coda. 

, ''r • ., •· I 

ENGINEER-Recordin~ of ~~vement 1 . . 
1
•

1 '"" , .4 

ANNOUNCER-No Jn.Ore gracious a gavette has 
been ""Written than this third movement of 
Prokofieff's Classical Symphony. The dance 

, ('1 theme is aiven by the wood winds and 
strings; then follows a trio by the ftutea and 
clarinets which continues over a tone sus
tained by. the string section. With the repe
tition of the dance theme the movement ends. 
In this movement more than the others can 
be seen i he modern tendencies of Prokofieff 

! •. •. ~he listener will hear the unex~ted ~ar
momc t urns and ~levefr use of mus1cal devtces 

r, such"as the final pizzicati. 

ENGINEER-Come· in with Movement S. 

ANNOUNCER- And now the F inale whi.ch i~ 
molded after the sonala pattern . . Agamst a 
background of t he .ketlled r.um.s • ·~ . t 
s trings announce the lively pn~c1pal then: 
the t exture of the orchestrat~on .ref!lams 
the same until the second subJect 1s mtr~
duced by the wood winds. Development IS 
fully extended and well s usta ined. Tempted 
not at all from the pattern . . . Prokofie ff 
concludes hi~ symphony with a true r esta te
ment of the recently heard principal themes. 

ENG INEER- Come in with Movement 4. 

ANNOUNCER- For the next few moments .. . 

... 

let us look at the h istory of Kent Bridge .. . 
that quiet little village, on number 2 high
way, half-way between Thamesville and 
Chatham. ~ 

The vicinity of Kent · Bridge, in the1 early 
days, seemed to be a favoured location for 
both the Ojibway or Chippewa and Pot taw.at
tomie Indians, as several large campmK 
grounds are known to have been in that lO
cality. 

At the start of the 19th century .... The 
Thames River was known by t he Indians, as 
the "Eskun-i-seeppi" ... meaning Big Horn. 
But here t oo . . . as in .1111 other places the 
Indian gradually gave way for the occupa-
tion of t he wh ite man. · 

A glance at your map of Kent Co!l~?-t~, show
Kent Bridge located at the adJommg cor
ners of Howard. Harwich, Chatham and 
Camden Townships . . . but it was not until 
1809, that thes«.> lands wer e surveyed by a 
Government official. At t hat time the place, 
was known as "Kelley's Corners." . . . be
cause a man by t he name of Kelley lived 
there. 

L ike all other communit ies in t he early days, 
the pioneers had many hardships to contend 
with . . . for instance the settlers had to 
take their grain in canoes, to Fort Malden 
on the Detroit River, to have it ground. 

t • . • t . , 

About 1800, however, Christopher Arnold, 
one of the United Empire Loyalists settlers, 
built a flo ur and saw-mill, run by water 
power, on land which . was the old · .Arnold 
Homestead, lot 4, in Howard . 1 

• • This farm 
was later occupied by Elmer Murphy and his 
family. · -

)• 

Roads, in thoee days, were all given roads. 
One of the first . . • was known as the Arnold 
Mill-road, which croesed the River Thames 
in Camden Township along the old Rlsebor
ough homestead. The crossing was made on 
a rudely constructed bridge, the road pass
ing the mill and going through to Botany. 4 
A few years .ago, a portion of the old · mill
dam could be seen to the east of the present 
bridge, cros!Sing Aroold Creek, on the river 
Road . · 



( 

Other roads were opened upon both sides 
of t he river and one of these ... known as 
the Longwoods Road ... was used as a stage 
road from London to Windsor. The road 
on the south side of t he river still remains 
a given road ... forty feet wide. 

The firs t school and church was a f rame 
building, that stood on t he north comer of 
t he intersection of the townline and Long
wood's Road. It was a long structure divided 
in t he cent re ... having a school at one end 
... the ch urch at t he other ... with a fi re
place in the end of each. 

Jn ' 1842, a debating school was also held in 
this building, which carried on for many 
_yeara. , 1Many professional m en from the lo
cality received their first t raining in public 
speaking in this school. f'" , .. 

Industry began to ta~e shape in the com
munity when ... in the year 1843 ..• Chris. 
Arnold's son, Freder ick, built the first foun
dry in t he district. I t was located on the 
river bank nor th-east of what later became 
Dan DeCow's Farm. About t he same time, 
Thomas Lyon, opened t he first store, on the 
east corner of t he in tersection. 

Along in 1845, a man by the name of Gee, 
owned and operated a br ick yard, on the 
north bank of the r iver , at Kelley's Corners, 
which later became Kent Bridge. Gee, also 
conducted a f er ry at this point and the place 
for a while, was known as Gee's Fer ry. Gee 
buil t the first brick hotel, on the east side, 
near Lyon's store. For a while the hotel 
was run by J . A. Langford. It was de
stroyed by fire about SO years ago. 

At t his period, the citizens, decided a better 
bridge across the river was needed ... and 
in 1854, an enclosed wooden structure was 
built .. . called Kent.Bridge ... from which 
the place derived its present name. 

I' • 
Seven years later, this bridge was replaced 
by a double arched wboden. bridge, which 
became a toll 'bridge, · tlntU 1873 when t olls 
were remo9ed._r' 'nten 1.n 1876. the first span 
of the present-bridg;e was buill. The second 
span was not: constructed uhtil 1901. 

•f" ~ t · )"1 r ~ 
It wa!'J not 'until- September, 1889, that t he 
'Smoke of the first constrp~~ion train, build
Ing the 'CanadU.nJ \SaSiflc•'Railroa~ was seen · 
in the west and in ·Jun~. 1890, the first train 
to pa!'JS through Kent\. Bridge was a special 
to take an excursion to Guelph. 

But there is one historical event, in the his
tory ot Kent Bridge, that cannot be passed 
by, without comment. · 

It was at Chris. Arnold's old mill house • . • 
that the great Indian Chieftain , Tecumseh 
ate his last breakfast ••• on the morning of 
the battle of Moraviantown, in which he fell 
... After his meal, Tecumseh waited to pilot 

·' 

his band of Indians by the mill so they would 
not burn it. 

After his army had passed the mill, Tecum
seh stood with his beautiful white horse un
<ier a beec~ tree. ncar the corner of the 
lawn, on property now owned by the Good
reau family. lie waited for a signal from 
Mr. Arnold, who was to throw t hree shovels 
of earth off the mill dam, into the air ... 
when he saw the Americans coming- over 
the hill, west of the mill ... but when Arnold 
had given the signal and looked for Tecum
seh, he found t hat the eagle eye of the great 
Ch1eftain had seen the enemy and was on 
his horse, speeding to join his anny. 

'A few years ago, only t he stump of that 
beech tree, under which Tecumseh stood, re
mained .•. a spot visited to-day by hundreds 
of passing motorists. 

Of late years many changes have taken 
place in the community .... Banks were open
ed ... and stores changed hands frequently 
... but Kent Bridge continues to live on ... 
rich in the historical events of its back
ground. 

ANNOUNCER-And now back lo our musical 
column as we listen to the Chatham Kiltie 
Band again ... t h is time playing t he march 
"Chatham Kilties," written by Bandmaster 
Thiele of Waterloo. 

-
ENGINEER-Come in with "Chatham Kiltie~." 

ANNOUNCER-Here on the Almanac ... We 
are convinced that very often t he man who 
lives next door is more interesting than those 
you read about in the Sunday supplements. 
In our t ravels t hrough Kent and its f riendly 
neighboring counties, we have discovered a 
wealth of fascinating materia! for your stor
ies ... Did you know that K ent County citiz
ens have panned for gold in the frozen north ; 
some competed in Olympic Games ; another 

• 1 • • <~ (; •• • talked with. Hitlee; many hav~ been decor
ated for valour and some have some world
wide reputations aa authors and artists. We 
have learned epoua-h to assure us a fine series 
of Kent County · profiles . . . little word 
sketches of local personalities. 

But you .... our listeners .. . can help us add 
, • , 0 ·• to that seriea by telling us what yoU know 

.,j about your friends and neighbors. Do you 
·know• sot;neotfe who· has bad an interesting 
life"'. :-. someone with a hobby ... someone we 
could write about and talk about here. on our 

·· · · .. · Almanae : .. ·: Ir so, ... drop tis a ·n·ote . -. . 
We will do the rest . 
In t hat way, we will all learn to know our 
neighbors better ; and to know people is to 
like them, and to like them is to trust them 
Perhaps Kent County ... now wiaety known 
as one of Canada's wealthiest Counties . .. 
can win a reputation for friendliness and 



community-mindedness beyond our fondest 
hopes. 

ENGINEER-Come in with closing theme for 30 
• seconds. 

ANNOUNCER-Farmers in Southwestern Onta
rio are taking advantage of the fine weather 
this week to catch up with their seeding ..• 
Seeding of sugar beets ..• and practicaJly 
all crops for that matter .•. was held up 
during the early part of the month by wet 
weather. Much of the spring grains which 
were seeded before the heavy rains came will 
not survive and many fields will haYe to be 
replaced · by later crops. May is the ideal 
month to plant sugar beet seed . .. Farmers 
tell us that they averaged well over $100. 
per acre in the returns from the 1944 crop, 
more than a third of which was planted in 
the last half of May laat year. 

~ ('------·----·-------------------------··--·---··-c::----·---·· .. ··-........... 1 
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ENGINEER-Theme up !or 10 seconds. then fade 
back as announcer continues. 

ANNOUNCER-So ends Chapter Fifteen. w( 
leave the air at this time to return again 
next Thursday with another story from Kent 
County. M<>anwhile, a thought for the day : 
"liE GIVES NOT BEST WHO GIVES 
MOST ... BUT HE GIVES MOST WHO 
GIVES BEST." 

So. until next Thursday, this is Paul Hano\•er, 
your announcer, saying . . . lots of good luck, 
neighbors, and keep smiling •.. 

KENT COUNTY FAMILY ALMANAC has 
been brought to you through the courtesy of 
the Canada and Dominion Sugar Company, 
Chatham and Wallaceburg. 

This is CFCO. 
I 

THEME-(Up to end.) 
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CHAPTER SIXTEEN 

REPRINT OF BROADCAST OVER CFCO 

Thuraday, May 31at, 1945 

Chatham, Ontario 

ANNOUNCER-Presenting "Kent County Fam
ily Almanac." 

THEME-"Florentine." 
(In and fade baek of announcer). "' • 

. 
ANNOUNCER-Reflecting the .rltythm and flow 

of this great agric.ltural county and those 
surrounding it ... comes Kent County Fam-
ily Almanac ... a program that changee u 
the community changes ... alive with vivid 
pictures, of our towns, our city and our peo
ple ... Anything that happens in this rich
garden land of Ontario is grist for the mill 
of the Almanac. 

THEME-(UP-then fade back as announcer con· 
tinues). 

c 'ANNOUNCER-This is Chapter Sixteen . .'. Kent 
County Family Almanac . . • Tonight •.. you 
will hear the story of Chatham Township , 
from the days when it was a low marshland 
until it ha~ become one of the best drained 
and fertile townships in Kent County ... Two 
representati\'es from Chatham Township 
council are here to tell you that story ... As 
usual we welcome home several of our re
turned heroes and you will hear other inter
esting items .. . Our tenor and contralto solo
ists are back with us again to bring you 

' songs old and new . . • So here it is . • . our 
salute to Chatham Township. 

THEME-(Up to end). 

I ' 
ANNOUNCER-Our tenor soloist ... Bob Claus 

opens our program tonight with a request 
number .. • You've heard Bob sing it before 
but we have had so many requests for him to 

•.J sing it again and here he is with the intrigu
.,. ' ing song. "My Dreams are Getting Better all 
1 

• the Time." Alright. Bob, take it away. 

CLA US-Singa. \ J • ~ 
I. 

ANNOUNCER-And here is Orville Gold, our 
piano-accordionist. Orville --plays a popular 

( ' and inspiring "Repang March". 

GOLD-Plays. f ,. • 

---
(28) 

ANNOUNCER-And now let us Welcome Home 
several of Kent County's ht!roes who arrivf'ci 
from overseas during the past week. 

A welcome to Seaman Second Class Charlel' 
S. Garden, eon of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Gar
den 177 PArlf 1., ..... ,.e West, Chathar-'•-· ;, 
rna~ Garden eerved 19 months in the United 
States Navy in the South Pacific . 

A welcome to Flying Officer Maurice Smyth, 
brother of Miss Beth Smyth of 194% Queen 
Street. 

l•nce-Corporal James A. Chalmers, son of 
Mrs. W B. Chalmers, 19 Wacic Street, Chat
ham. 

Flight-Sergt. W. H. Martin, ~on of Mr. and 
Mrs. W. Martin, 234 Inshes A venue. Chat
ham. 

Private W. E. Springer, brother of Mrs. 
George Maynard. 111 Sheldon Ave., Chatham. 

Trooper R. V. Archibald, son of Mrs. Alex. 
Archibald, 236 lnshes A venue, Chatham. 

Sergt. Lyell M. Ryan, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. 
E. Ryan of St. Clair Street. 

FO. Lloyd Groomhridge. Grand A \'enue, W., 
Chatham, Ontario. 

Jobn Harlick. Erieau ; Major Jack Peterson, 
D.S.O .. Blenheim ; Paratrooper Jack Thomas. 
Blenheim who was captured at Arnheim. . --
And welcome to Kent County to the following 
war brides: 

Mrs. Clarissa St. Pierre, wife of Private Al
fred St. Pierre, R.R. 3, Northwood. 

• 1 Mrs. Alex. Pattison. wife of Sergt. Alex. 
Pattison, Queen Street, Dresden. 

ANNOUNCER (eontinues)- Friends ..• Many 
of our Kent County veterans who returned 
from overseas recently, are not able to get 
around u well as they did before they went 
away. In hospitals, sanatoria, homes and 
many out-of-the-way places millions of veo
ple know all too well the meaning of the 
wor-ds 44ahut-ins." . 
To encourage more thought of these folk, 
the first Sunday of June is annually set aside 



t.o remind the public of its obligation of vis
iting, or in other wayR remembering t hose 
who are pr evented through illness <>r other 
disability f rom enjoying the pleasures of t he 
outside world. 

Let us all make the lot of the "shut-ins" a 
happier one by planning to visit next Sun
day, J une 3, at least two p<>rsons ... one a 
civilian and the other a disabled veteran. 
There is an old Scottish proverb that mav 
well have been written by a "shut-in"; ... 
"Nae man can be happy without a friend." 
8<> let's all do out· bit Sunday, neighbors; if 
you know of a "shut-in" ... visit him or her. 
A short car ride in the afternoon ... for 
those who are able to eujoy one ... would 
be appreciated. 

ANNOUNCER-Wilfrid Sanderson, one oC the 
most versat ile song-wr iters of the day, is the 
author of the popular aTld impressive " Valley 
of Laughter," and here is Corfne Caron. "the 
g irl with a smile in her voice," to sing it for 
you. 

C'ORIN~ings. 

ANNOUNCER- In our studio tonight a re Ernest 
Campbell, Reeve of Chatham Township and 
Hilton Eagleson, the township's Clerk and 
Treasurer. We ar e going to talk with these 
gentlemen in a few minutes but before we 
do ... let us look at a map of the Township 
and G<>re of Chatham ... We find t hat t he 
township ar.d Gore forms t he largest terri
torial sub-division under one municipal gov
ernment in the County. of Kent. 

The or iginal Township of Chatham extended 
from t he R iver Thames on the south to the 
base-line which bounded the original Indian 
grant on the nort h ... the same line, forms 
the dividing line between the township and 
the gore. The western town line separates 
Chat ham Township f rom Dover and the eas
tern from Camden Township. 

Between the Thames and the base line of 
the Gore at the west side of the t ownship 
... the distance is about s ixteen and a half 
miles. The Gore of Chat ham Township con
sists of four concessions of seven-eighths of 
a mile each ... lying between the base line 
we just ment ioned and the Lambton County 
boundary line . . . stretching from the Gore 
on the east to Lake St. Clair on the west. 

One principle peculiarity noticed in the sur
face ot Chatham Township is the absence of 
small living streams within it& boundaries. 
. •• The Thames on the south and the Syden
ham running through the Gore from east to 
west, are the only rivers . . • but .•. the 
township is intersected in different localities 
by depressions of about six feet deep below 
the general level. These creeks, .•. or they 
could be more properly dignified as canala 

.,~ I 

... were all built in pioneer days so that to
day the township iR traversed by a perfect 
network of drains constructed under the 
Drainage Act. It i~. without doubt, one o 
the best drained townships in lh<' county. 

At this point, we are going to ask Reeve 
Campbell to tell us something of the early 
pioneers in Chatham Township. 

CAMPBELL-A~ far as can be learned, there is 
no authentic record of any settlement having 
bE'en made within the bound3 of the town
lihip prior to 1794 when William Baker was 
given a grant of land along the river front. 
Raker had been called by the government 
to superintend the construction of govern
ment ships at a shipyard on land which is 
now "Tecumseh Park" in the City of Chat
ham. The property was known as the Baker 
farm for many years and finally passed into 
the hands of Henry Eberts, whose father, 
Joseph Eberts. married Baker's eldest 
daughter. • 

ANNOUNCER-I suppose that after Baker ar
rived and started his shipyard, other settlers 
began to arrive. 

CAMPBELL-Well ... records show that the 
next man to follow Baker into the town
ship was George Sicklesteele, who located or. 
lot 9, River Front. A son, David, lived on 
the farm fo1· many years and later built 
hotel which was one of t he township's land
marks for a long time. Our township clerk, 
Hilton Eagl~>son, might be able to give us 
the names of other settlers who arrived 
about that time. 

EAGLESON-If my memory serves me right, 
history tells us that the influx of pioneers 
began shortly after 1798 . . . There were 
the Arnolds, the Everetts, the Blackburns, 
and the Frenchs. They were all U. E. Loy
alists from Pennsylvania, and had to comt: 
to Canada because of t heir preference for 
the British flag. In mentioning the Arnolds, 
I might say there were several members of 
that family but Lewis and J ohn remained 
in Chatham Township sett ling on lots 13 and 
14. 

CAMPBELL-That's right,' Hilton .. . and the 
Everetts you men tioned settled on lot 16 
near what is now Louisville. John Black-

, burn, when he arrived, had seven sons and 
all eventually took up land in various parts 
of the township . . . But go .ahead, Hilton •.• 
I think the Jackmans and the Fishers ar
rived about that time too. 

EA.GLESON-Yes, • .. Peter was the head of the 
French family . , .. He had distinguished him
self in the War of 1812 •.. as did several 
of his sons • . . and when they arrived all 
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were given large tracts of land. Many of 
their del'!cendants, in the last century, lived 
along the third and fourth concessions of 
the Prince Alber t Road . . . and part of the 
township becnml' known as the Jo'rench set
tlement. 

ANNOUNCER-You gentlemen Reem to know 
your township pretty well ... Mr. Eagleson, 
can you give us briefly a few more names of 
those early pioneers? 

EAGLESON-AS the reeve has said ... there 
were the Jackmans and the Fishers ... And 
of course, we can't forget the Weeses on 
whose land, I believe, the village of Louis
ville was established. Then t here were the 
Merritts, the Johnsons, the McKerralls and 
a host of others ... while up in the Gore 
there were the Simpsons, the Kerrs. the 
Pools and the Morrisons. 

ANNOUNCER-A few moments ago we spoke of 
the drainage system you have in Chatham 
Township .. . What about the roads and 
highways . . . Have you any handy infor
mation on that question, Reeve Campbell 1 

CAl\fPBELL-For a great many years, road fa
cilities were neither numerous nor elaborate 
• • . The River Road, now Number 2 High
way, had been cut along the windings of the 
river bank but nothing t~ave the most pri
mitive kind of cart tracks pierced the in
terior of the township up to the period of 
the rebellion ... Later , the Prince Albert , 
the Caledonia and the Lindsley roads were 
built and these enabled . more settlers to 
move farther into the interior . Incidentally, 
it was about 1809 that the name was be
stowed upon Chatham Township, the style 
of its denomination having previously been 
... " the third township north of the River 
Thames.': 

ANNOUNCER- This Gore of Chatham ... We're 
not quite clear on that. Can you tell us how 
that came into · the picture, Mr. Eagl~son? 

EAGLESON- The dictionary defines ·'Gore" as 
a point or corner of land. This portion of 
the township originally belonged to Sombra 

. in Lembton County . . . but for municipal 
purposes, because the county seat. Samia, 
was too far away ••. it was turned over 
and attached to Chatham township . . . It 
was possibly called, the Gore of Chatham 
to distinguish it from the rest of the town
ship because the conceasions were numbered 
the same but ran in opposite directions. 

{ ·ANNOUNCER-Have you some more informa
tion-for instance. what is the population 

~~ now and the assessment 1 

EAGLESON-The population is around 6,300 .. . 
the assessment approximately five and a half 
millions. 

ANNOUNCER-And . . . I suppose the farming 
district is about the same as in other parts 
of Kent? 

EAGLESON---Qh, yes, we have in Chatham 
about 85,000 acres of the most diversified 
land in the country ... practically all kinds 
of crops are grown . .. tobacco, tomatoes, 
beans, corn and sugar beets. 

ANNOUNCER-Did the recent rains delay any 
of these crops? 

EAGLESON-Some ... but our farmers are tak
ing advantage of the fine weather and rush
ing ahead with their seeding. Sugar beets 
were delayed a little but it is not too late 
for that crop and growers are stifl planting 
sugar beet seeds. 

ANNOUNCER- Reeve Campbell ... What about 
the early municipal councils 1 Rave you any 
information to give us? 

CAMPBELL (laughs) - That's more along Hil-. 
ton's line ... but I'll see if I can recall some . 
I believe it was in 1842 ... the law estab
lishing District Councils came into effect and 
Jacob Crowe was elected district councillor. 
... In 1850 ... a more matured municipal 
system was introduced and the frrst council 
consisted of Messrs. Sam Arnold, John 
Blackburn, W. A. Everett. John W. Keat ing 
and John Shaw. At its first meeting Sam 
Arnold was chosen reeve ... How's t hat for 
history, Mr. Clerk? 

EAGLESON (laughs)-You ought to be a teach
er, Mr. Reeve ... But I think we ought to 
tell the folks that the first clerk and treasur
er was Richard Houston. The assessor then 
was Duncan Campbell ... and the collector 
was Duncan McVicar. 

ANNOUNCER- You both seem pretty well up on 
the history of Chatham Township . .. How 
long have you been clerk, Mr. Eagleson ? 

EAGLESON-Seventeen years . 

ANNOUNCER-Who are the members of your 
counc,il lhis year ? 

EAGLESON-Ernest Campbell is our reeve. The 
deputy-reeve is Arthur L. Merritt .•. the 
councillors are Thomas Kilbride, John Jinks 
and Coli McNaughton . .. M. R. Parrish is 
our road superintendent and W. G. Mc
George is county engineer. 

ANNOUNCER-The largest town in the town
ship is Wallaceburg. What other villages 

are located in Chatham? 

~~---........... ~ 



f 

EAGLESON-Kent Bridge can be considered the 
one important village and we have Louisville, 
Eberts, Turnerville and Tuppcrville. 

A NNOUNCER-By th<' way, I almost forgot this 
... Are the Canadian Pacific and the Pere 
Marquette . . . the only railroads serving 
Chatham Township? 

EAGLESON-That's right ... we also have 224 
miles of macadamized roads and provincial 
highways, 2 ••• 40 .•• and 78 as well a!-1 
Wallaccburg, our lake1 port. 

ANNOUNCER-Yes, Wallaceburg is what you 
call a lake port. In fact ... it is Canada's 
only inland water port . . . Our first broad-
cast on the Kent County Family Almanac 
told about Wallaceburg and its many indus
tries •.• We are planning to go there again 
soon ... And now, gentlemen, our time is 
about up. Thank you for being with us. 
. . . We will hear from Chatham Township 
soon again ... we hope. 

CAMPBELL AND EAGLESON-Thank you. 

ANNOUNCER-As our Almanac slowly turns, 
the spotlight drops on Raleigh Township 
where we meet Mr. Alfred H. Smith. Mr. 
Smith lives with a granddaughter, Mrs. Ted 
Russell, near Cedar Springs ... He's a grand 
old man at 88 years and still continues to 
practice the Great Philosophy of Life . . • 
"that nothing really matters, except getting 
along well with folks." 

This kindly old gentleman has one of those 
dispositions one cannot help but admire ..• 
and he still retains a sel18e of humor that 
make little children trust him and grown 
people marvel at his outlook on life in gen
eral. 
Mr. Smith was a well driller in his earlier 
days and although he lost a hand in an acci
dent many years ago. he carried on his job 
until recently. Even today he travels 
around on a three-wheeled bicycle and trailer 
he built himself-giving advice and assist
ance where wells are being drilled in the dis
trict. 

Mr. Smith recalls the days when there were 
only a few houses in Chatham and a less 
number in Blenheim. And. the roads were 
bad, too, ..• "It meant plenty of hardship 
getting around through the swampland," he 
adds. He remembers when wagons became 
mired on muddy roads everywhere and he 
thinks ... "the paved highways today are 
wonderful." . . . Then his kindly old eyes 
twinkled as he chuckled . .• "But the mud 
didn't stop us from getting away on our 
honeymoon .•. We used a steer, a horse and 
a buggy." 

Mr. Smith was blessed with 12 children, six 
of whom are living ... But there are 40 

grand,children1 JiCVen great grand-children 
and four great, gr<'at grand-children. 

One of his q-reatcst thnlls as a child, he re-( 
calls, was wh<'n he went to Bothwell with 
his father, and climbed into a covered wagon 
where a photographer was taking pictures. 
He had his picture taken but "it didn't do 
me justice," says 1\lr. Smith with a laugh. 

Yes, Mr. Smith is truly a grand old man ... 
and what a wonderful world it would be if 
we all practiced his philosophy ... "Nothing 
really matters. except getting, along well 
with folks." 

And now Orville Gold is before the "Mike." 
This time we are going to hear his version 
of the currently popular selection "Candy." 

GOLD-Plays . 

ANNOUNCER-Hen• is Bob Claus again ... Bob, 
some weeks ago you sang "Silver .Moon" on 
our program. Ar<> you going to sing it 
again tonight? 

CLAUS-Well . .. I would like to sing it for a 
very dear old lady, Mrs. He1w Lawton out 
in Dover Township . . . also for a number 
of patients at the Public General Hospital, 
who are listening in. 

ANNOUNCER-That's fine. There's no reason 
why it shouldr{'t be repeated ... It's a lovely 
song. Go ahead. 

CLAUS-Sings. 

ANNOUNCER-So ends Chapter Sixteen .... 
Kent County Family Almanac ... We leave 
the air at this time to return again next 
Thursday at 9 p.m. with the story of Til
bury. Meanwhile, here-is your thought- for 
the day ... "GIVEN AUTHORITY MEANS 
YOU ARE TRUSTED .•• WE ARE AC
COUNTABLE FOR ITS EXERCISE." 

So ••. until next Thursday, this is Paul Han
over, your announcer, saying, "lots of good 
luck and keep smiling." 

Mrs. Bryce Kendrick was accompanist for 
aU soloists heard on the program tonight. 

Kent County Fam.ily Almanac has been 
brought to you through the courtesy of the 
Canada and Dominion Sugar Company, 
Chatham and Wallaceburg. 

This is CFCO. 
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Chatham, Ontario 

ANNOUNCER-Presenting "Kent County Fam
ily Almanac. 

THEME--''Fiorentine.'' 
(In and fade back of announcer) 

ANNOUNCER-Reflecting the rhythm and flow 
of this great agricultural county and those 
surrounding it ... comes Kent County Fam-
ily Almanac ... a program that changes as 
the community changes ... alive with vivid 
pictures of our towm, our city and our peo
ple ... Anything that happens in this rich
gar den-land of Ontario is grist for the mill 
of t he Almanac. 

GOLD-Plays. 

ANNOUNCER-Bob Claus is before the "mike.'' 
Bob will be accompanied in this number by 
Mrs. Bryce Kendrick, who is pianist for aU 
the numbers on our progTam. His SOflJt i~ 
"Beautiful Dreamer." 

CLAUS-Sings. 

( .'HEME--(UP-then fade back as announcer 
cont inues) . t· 

AN:NOUNCER-We turn now to our Welcome 
Home department where we find a Jarg~ 
group of Kenl County boys who have re
turned from overseas during the past week. 
A great many municipalities are represented 
in the list we are about to read, so listen 
closely ... one of them might be from your 
town. · ' 

Welcome to Robert Granville of 691,4 King 
Street West, Chatham. Robert is a mem
ber of the U.S. Naval Air Force and served 
in four theatres of war in the Pacific area. 

( 

ANNOUNCER-The Township of Tilbury East 
and t he modern little town of Tilbury hold 
our attention tonight as our Almanac pages 
turn to Chapter Seventeen ... You will hear 
the story of Tilbury's development and the 
pioneers who were the backbone of the com
munity . . . There is a long list of returned 
men to welcome home and you will hear 
music especially pr epared by your Almanac 
entertainers . . . So here we are, folks, to 
pay our aalute to Tilbury • • . 

\ ~.. ,....... .... ..! ..... ., .. 

THEME-(Up to end). I ·· : 
l'ri 

ANNOUNCER- Tbis week r. : · . the Chatham ar
tists who sing and play for you on our Fam-
ily Almanac ... have been highly honored. 
Naturally, . .. Corine Caron, Bob Claus, Roy 
Guymer and Orville Gold are f eeling quite 
proud and happy :. : You will f eel the ~arne 
way when we tell you tonight, the numbers 
you hear played and sung on this program 
are to be recorded and the recorda flown ovP. r
seaa where they will be played for CAnadian 
men and women in the armed forces in Grt>at 
Britain and Germany . . . .:r 

Orvflle Gold is taking his piano-accordion on 
a little trip f or the opening number tonight, 
as he offers the enchant ing and popular "Sen
t imental Journey" for your approval. 

(SO) 

LAC. Charles Carnahan, :Merlin, after three 
and a half years in Britain and on the con. 
tinent. 

Don Hickson. of the RCAF, whose home i!' 
at Wheatley. 

Private J. S. Trudall, Thamesville. 

Trooper W. P. Moodie, Wallaceburg-. 

Sergt. 0 . G. Kelley, RCAF, Kent Manor, 
Chatham. ' 

Sergt. Shirley S tacey, Grand Avenue . WeRt, 
Chatham. · · • '' 

Private J. I. Aaher, Wellington Str eet, Chat-
ham. ,.,. 

Pilot Officer Jac:k Burke, of Erieau. 'I ' 

Signalman Ste,.·art Crawford, and Corporal 
A. E. Atkinson, both of Blenheim. 

And the following five who returned to Ridge
town and vicinity ••• . . , 
LAC. Donald J. Moffat, Lance Corp. Charles 
Smith. Lanee-Corp. Charles Garton and Pri
vates Harold Rushton and Harry Haddock. 

J' • • ' 'ft ~·· 



ANNOUNCER-We all admire the way our Can
adian boys do things when the oc~ion 
arises. This was shown to advantage when 
they turned back the Nazi hordes in the Eu. 
ropcan theatre of war. They always managed 
to get around any object that lay in their path 
... for instance, this Blenheim airman ... 
and we'll keep his name secret for the time 
being. This lad sent the following me.'lsage 
tQ his parents ... "Second Epistle of John. 
Verse Twelve" . .. . Jack. 

Jack's parents were at first puzzled, but they 
got out the family Bible and this is what 
they read ... "Having many things to write 
unto you I would not write with paper and 
ink, but I trust to come unto you and speak 
face-to-face, that our joy may be full." 

And that brings to mind the story being 
told in Chatham this week by the wife of a 
man who expected to sail soon for Canada. 
Naturally, be-cause it was against all rules 
to cable the date of sailing he sought a means 
of letting his wife know what time to ex
pect him .. . he sent the following cable . .. 
" Blessed event expected some time this 
month." 

Yes, these boys have a way of getting 
around even the little obstacles in life. We 
hope sometime soon to welcome these boy:~ 
home on our Almanac program. 

ANNOUNCER-Just so the boys over there will 
know who is waiting for them over here, 
Cor ine Caron is going to sing this next num
ber especially for this particular program. 
She sang it before .. . you liked it . .. and 
here it is again, "When a boy comes home 
on leave." 

CORINE-Sings. 

ANNOUNCER- The Township of Tilbury East. 
and the town of Tilbury, hold t he spotlight 
to-night, as we continue our stories of Kent 
County Municipalities. A glance at the map 
tells us that Tilbury East lies to t he south 
of the River Thames, directly west of the 
Township of Raleigh ... its western border 
being formed by Tilbury West in Essex 
County. It extends southerly to the Romney 
town line and a narrow str ip stretches to the 
shore of Lake Erie ... These limits embrace 
an area of 38.151 acres. 

Few features of difference exist between the 
soil of Tilbury East and the others in the 
western portion of Kent County .. . a soil of 
loam, overlying a heavy clay, in the higher 
forest areas along with a thickness of vege
table mould in the lower areas . •. make up 
a degree of fertility in the soil of Tilbury, 
which is unexcelled elsewhere in the county. 
Tilbury East, we find, remained, until 1818, 
uninvaded by • the pioneer except a few 
French families, who settled on the low lands 
bordering the Thames and Lake St. Clair. •v .. 

-----

There, they eked out a precarious livina- from 
the usc of their fishing and trapping apptr• 
ances. In the year just mentioned . .. 181 
. .. Peter Simpson, and Thomas Askew lo
cated on sections along Talbot Street and 
were followed by the Cofells, the McDonalds 
and the Badder families. 

Although the highway was not cut through 
until after the MacKenzie Insurrection, what 
was known as the Middle Road did not re
ceive its first settlers until A uguRt. 1832. 
They included the Smiths, the Martins and 
the GrahamR, also the Ste\'ensons. 

To the south of the Middle Road, toward 
the Romney Town Line, no settlement was 
formed for many years after the location of 
those pioneers just mentioned •.. but when 
the tide of industry found its way in, it bore 
on its foremost swell James Gray and Samuel 
Sloan .. . whose son John Sloan, opened the 
first store, in the township west of Valett~. 
A brother, Daniel, later became county clerk 
and held that office for many years. 

The flrst school in the township was located 
on lot 6, Concession 10, John Fletcher being 
the first teacher. Fletcher was an energetic 
municipal worker and donated several acres 
of land, for a railway depot. In his honour 
the railroad station. for the old Canada Sou
thern Railway, was named. 

Municipal institutions were introduced into 
Tilbury East as early as 1836 when at a meet
ing of pioneers, Robert Smith, presided and 
John Norxal acted as· clerk. But with the 
inauguration of a more developed system in 
1850, the first council was elected, compris
in~ of John Smith, John Coutts, John Wilson, 
John Fletcher and Frands Wharram. John 
Smith was named reeve at the first official 
meeting. 

The village of Mer lin is situated on the town
line dividing Tilbury East f rom the Town
ship of Raleigh. In 1877 ... the Marshall 
family established extensive saw-mills at this 
point and t he community grew until it has 
become the thriving hamlet of today. Some
day soon, Merlin, now supervised by a board 
of trustees, hopes to be incorporat.ed as a 
village with ita own reeve and council. 

ANNOUNCER-So much !or Tilbury East ... In 
a few momenta we will hear from the Town 
of Tilbury. Right now we pause f or a mo
ment to congratulate Mrs. Frank Vander
beken, Rural Route I , Tilbury. Today •.. 
she is celebrating her Slat birthday and she 
has asked Bob Claus, our tenor soloist to 
s ing one of her favorite songs •. • Many hap
PY r eturns of the day, Mrs. Vanderbeken and 
here is Bob to sing the number you ask ..• 
"Silver Threads among the Gold." 

CLAUS-Sings. --- . 



ANNOUNCER-And now let us go into the story 
"' of Tilbury, that enterprising little town 

which has over five miles o! concrete pave
ment and well-drained boule\·ard streets. 
Mayor T. C. Odette and Councillor Stanley 
Richardson were to have been our guests but 
a hurried council meeting called in Tilbury 
tonight prevented them from being with us. 
Tilbury, history tells us, came into existence 
in the year 1S76, but the place was not known 
as Tilbury then. 

VOICE-It was first known as Henderson Post 
Office .•. after David Henderson conducted 
a store and post office in a brick house just 
north of . the Michigan Cent.ral Crossing. 
y.'hen the place was incorporated as a village 
m 1SS7 the name was changed to Tilbury 
Centre because of its relation to the Tilbury 
TownshiPS. 

ANNOUNCER-In the early SO's, the main 
street, which was the line between the coun
ties of Essex and Kent, was the term inal of 
a tramway over which timber was hauled 
from t he wilderness south known as the 
South Bush. White oak and elm predom
inated and it was a common sight to see 
t h?usands of cords of wood piled along the 
ra1lroad t racks, for use as fir ewood on train 
engines plying to Detroit. 

( \'OICE-A short time after its incorporation M 
a village, various wood industries were estab
lished . . . Three of the first being J . H. Still's 
handle-factory; Pike and Richardson's stave
mill and Wilson Brothers' saw-mill. As time 
passed, other buildings were erected and 
during the SO's and 90's, several brick blocks 
replaced t he wooden buildings, many of 
which were the verandah-fronted type. 

( 

ANNOUNCER-Five hotels dotted Queen Street 
from its early days-all on the west ... the 
Eesex side of t he street for the sufficient 
reason that the Scott Act was in force across 
the road in Kent County. Four were within 
the village 'limits and one a mile south at 
Tilbury Corner s, the junction of the Middle · 
Road with Queen Street. 

. • H ·.l • 
VOICE-Wben the villag~ waa incorpopted •.. 

the first reeve was J . S. Richardson, grand
father of Councfllor Stephen Rieh'ardson. J . 
S. kept a store in those days just across the 
Michi.nn Central on what is now t he prov
incial highway; The building is still stand
ing. The · Ricbardsons also ran a cement 
mill . .• Sam Mathews had a flour mill and 
the Balmoral Hotel was run by George 
Chalmers ... Joseph Peltier a nd B. BaJiard 
conducted the Hotel Empire. 

ANNOUNCER-Mungo Stewart built the first 
brick house in the town of Tilbury over fifty 
years ago. It is still standing and in a good 

state of repairs. He also built the first frame 
build ing on the corner where the Empire 
Hotel sla ndli ... Later, he moved to the 
brick block built by his brother James 
Stewart. who ran a general merchandise 
business. The Powell block on the opposite 
side of the street was built later. 

VOICE-In 1910 .. . the village of Tilbury, ... 
the "Centre" having been dropped some years 
before, was incorporated as a town . . . with 
W. C. Crawford as mayor. Arthur W. Wil
son, then proprietor of a bookstore and con
veyancer and notary public, was the firs t 
town clerk. Mr. Wilson gave valuable serv
ice to the town for many years. 

• 
ANNOUNCER-Early in the century fin.ancial 

institutions flourished in Tilbury like the pro
verbial green baytree. The Stewart bank 
was followed by the Kippen and Scarff bank 
. .. the James Foster brokerage firm and 
branches of SC\'Cral banks. James F oster 
added a cr editable block to the west side of 
the street with modern apartments on the 
second floor. 

VOICE-Meanwhile as the years went by ... 
large strides in the business and residential 
sections of the town were noted. This was 
largely due to the discovery of oil and gas 
fields, which drew scores of drillers and oper
ators to the town. 

ANNOUNCER- Tilbury's main street . . . which 
is known as Queen Street, r eached a build
ing climax in 1912, when the fulfilment of an 
election promise brought the handsome post 
office and customs building, which occupies 
a cardinal position at the turn of Provincial 
Highway Number 2. 

VOICE-Though not on the business thorough
fare, Tilbury's fine recreation ground, Me
morial Park, once seen remains in the mem
ory. Its pretent beauty was prepared when 
.Tames Stewart, owner of the land south and 
east of the post-office, surveyed it, subdivid-

-
~ •/~ ,ed and named its streets. For som e years 

part of thia t>roperty had been. used as a 
baseball diamond and became famous when 

P. q ,.,., t he semi-pro team'\ "The Millionaires" put 
. ~; • vl.. • Tilbury on -the baseball map. -1 

ANNOUNeEJt.!-So~e:Yeanf ago, t he town coun
cil• pur.chued thi4 tract of land which in
cluded a~ t ne time 14 acres. The ball park 
was improved and plans were draf ted for a 
real beauty spot. Today, there are facilities 
for sports of all kinds, a special playground 

{.\f\ ~t'" for the children as well as 'the park itself. 

VOICE-On Au~t 18, 1934, a fine large wading
pool, the gift of Mr. and Mrs. E. G. Odette, 
was fonnally opened and presented to the 
town by its donors. The park is entered 

l 



through Memorial Gates, erected in remem
brance of those Tilbury and district boys 
who gave their lives "for home and country" 
in 1914-1918. 

ANNOUNCER-At the age of 14, Roy Guymer, 
Chatham violinist, was acclaimed the best 
juvenile violinist in all Canada. He won many 
medals and awards in competitions held 
throughout the Dominion and since then he 
has played in some of the largest symphony 
orchestras iu the United States. 

Roy hasn't lost any of his touch and here he 
is tonight to play Felix Mendelshon's lovely 
"Spring Song" as his contribution to this spe
cial program. 

GUYMER-Plays. . 
ANNOUNCER-Next Thursday evening, June 

14, our Kent County Family Almanac pro
gram will come to you over the air . . . direct 
from the bandstand at Wheatley. 

Arrangements are being made for an inter
esting half hour's enter tainment before we 
go on the air at 9 o'clock with our usual pro
gram. Following the broadcast the program 
will continue. 

Everybody is invited to come out to 
Wheatley next Thursday and see how a ra-

£isten to ... 
• i 
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''Get acquainted with your County 

and Your Neighbor." 

dio program goes out over the a ir. The show 
will take place in Wheatley's community 
park and if it rains the program will tak 
place in the United Church. 

So come O\'er friends .. . Your Almanac gang 
would like to meet :you in Wheatley next 
Thursday night. 

Orville Gold is tinkering around with that 
piano accordion of his and we can see his 
fingers are itching to play again. So take it 
away, Orv., with "The Shiek." 

ANNOUNCER- And so ends another chapter of 
your Kent County Family Almanac ... We 
leave the air to return next Thursday, same 
time, when our program will come to you 
from the village of Wheatley. 

~ 

Here's your thought for the day • .. "BE 
SILENT AND SAFE. SILENCE NEVER 
BETRAYS YOU." 

So, until Thursday, this is Paul Hanover, 
your announcer, saying .. Lots of good luck 
and keep smiling." 

Kent County Family Almanae has been 
brough t to you through the courtesy of t he 
Canada and Dominion Sugar Company, Chat
ham and WaJiaceburg. 

See you in Wheatley ... This is CFCO. 

1.;, 
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CHAPTER 18 
. • .,. ·'I 

REPRINT OF BROADCAST OVER CFCO 
Thursday, Junq 14th, 1945 

F rt>m Wheatley, Ontario. 

H t t 

CHATHAM ANNOUNCER-CFCO. The Time 9 
o'clock·\ .. We now transfer you to Wheat-

• tey'l,q'1. from ·which point you will hear. the 
next·Pegu)ar:f caturo ~ .. Ken t County · Fam-
' ily Almanac. . ' .q·t• ' 1

-

• . ' I\ 
- CF1tQ..~~EER. • . . • -• ~ •"T,. .. "". 

A~ ~'JJIEJ-SignaJ ftnnounce.~;. · 

ANNOUNr.ER-SU\rt applau~e and let run for 
fiv~ ~o ,~ight seconds. Signal !\top of ap-

~u'~''t , -
A~O'OliVER;-r.Goo.d evening Kent County .. . 

Thil} ~1 ClraP,ter , 18 ~Keqt Goupty Farn llr. Al
ma.{ll_<;.r . . coming t o ,yoo froln the• v1l1a~e 

, 'of WQ~ti~y , · ,,, l.; 
1 

We,are....broadcasting .tonig}lt Jfrom. tbe. ba'nd-

c .8tand jJt this-enteJTpri..sing 1ittlettowruon•, um
'bell .:3 high"""' ... ;. .. approximatelf onetlmile 
f rom the1ahore •Of Lake Erie • Wet have a 

,.. wonderful crowd befor e us ... The park in 
which the band-stand .ia situa~ is loca ted 
in the centre of the village . . . one block 
frol}l,t,he rroatn. iJ)t.ersection .of nurnl>er,& high-; I, 

.• was an4 . ~lt~ Tilbury, Road. , . 

OUt' .audience \s -seated on benches in front 
of U&.;-probal;>ly four h undred people, I wou1d 

,. say ...... . S tanding ar~nd t lte ~ge- of t he perk 
are several hundred·others ' . . And -the 'cars 

'' ' .(T1' 'f_ijlft4ttl'~i!~R&C~ : -t~ · ~~ A,nfMlfl<· 
-~. Ql\ 11~t~, ~1 ,4~ th~i Tilbu~ J."O!ld lAnd 

- . Rn,~· ~, 1n~.- . 1\.,,..wnpe . ~ Q!l J~ 
,~ . of . , ~~81 AJ! ,~lu~.str.eet .PP~W. are 

· -·~~ ~,.J~sl'll.J.I.}g 1 /:P. RP~ ••. qroa~cyt~o~gh 
'J~ ,RU ~·~~~,pstem,1 t .• W~.aJ'\"qlJ~l If.. it,_' ~lt¥f ~d-~i'~gq~~ • .-n~ Whe'\tlW:.Js 
qi{J~ fOijl) ~~ JProadca&l;~ ~a~lA¥s 
'i~pt r{ (• • fro ) '' ' • ,'1 

T'orfftrln ~J •• our- progitlm,will be O)l ~ornney 
TownshiP. ~d0the :.'f'iJljge•of -Whe.tley·• . ..J . • 

,,nf},.t~'f'.:!'f. fUI\1 sto~,pn~ql~lPU ,lf~Q ! f"l•e 
,~Jt~ T ·~~" ar_~ni;&a·n ar.~~-

• 1t}QJ\, ·P~ . ,.Of ~J:",,es~,fJ:0¥1 
,&e~•~ \~ M't~m ' , ~· · 
t:~' h.t¥e ·en lnte,restint" \.~nte.rview~jth:•·'a 

( 
!Wb~er. Jl.G;A?~\ offieoer: recenUy.s liberat~ 
·f~·~~mu.!t¢aon .eall'\S) ';'~, and -we•alao 
· ..t~riit~·llor*l!l...srieNJr,.AothetC Kent- ~€ofV'ltY 

t~ I (81) 

heroes. Music on the program f<'ature~ 
WheatJey artists. It's a long and varied pro
gram. folkll, so let's, get off to ,a ~tart as we 
call on a young Wlkatley gir;-1; Mi~s Allee 
Walker. , Miis W~ker is gojng to sing the 
ever popular numbet: ~'The Bells of St. 
Matys." She will , be accompa.nie·d -a~·the 
riano by MrS. Lyle Kennedy, who .will play 
for all our singers. tonight~ 

(Brief applatlseuaa tMiss.JWalker .goes to the 
mike.) 

i f' b:: , . 
ANNOUNCER-It has been.. the c:uatom of• t he 

Almanac, to welcome home on its Thursday 
nigh.t -broadcJurt&;\110~ and daoghters of Kent 

· County~1whohhave·~retutned fr<Jm \Jveneas, 
• dur ing the preTiona "Week. As .weJtum tt.o 
our. Wekom~:Homc. pages, Jet us pause brief. 
ly, while we .x:e'riewhtbe ·contribt.rtions made 
by the boys and girls from Wheatley, and 
the surrounding district. . . ' 

'I I 
In a store frobt ... , less than .one h undred 
yards from where this broadcast is originat
ing to-nigh~ · · , , there is an tentire WUtdOWI 
filled with pictures of tho.Se ,who went into 
unifonu when the call ,came~ worthy dis
pl83 indeed. ~'We:were told.tnat 184 wer e in 
the armed !orce.s d uring the war ....... · . . Four
teen had been r.eported killed in a ct ion . . . 
77 are still overseas .. 1 • Fourteen ,have .. re
turned an d t he· r est are .11enrjng . .in all.,P.rts 
of t he Dominion . . . · 

Those' JWho returned, rand ·to them. •ma-Y w e · 
say, , ~'Weloome Hom~•· ohJbehalf· of '!tll K~t 
Count::f\. are~' O arence• l ulien, •Don WilS'op, 
Har ry DerrystriN1 !Bette'' Gt!t~.<'' <on ·1eave 
f rom t he Navy) , Lor ne Jackl\op, l.Joyd .])un)' 

• dasu.Roa • GettYJ~who,le-'on~f!;s-iway; ba&-.tb 0 '
jofn his ·unit. ovet>eeM-), ·Ala'n 'PhDii~;·wa~ 
Parneky,t: Md'rleytBaJHin;' C1aht 'U1CHJ(tJJ 
Gates and Kenneth Onich. ~ ~')f/1t.Jo · . 
't ' f ~t~, • I • 11·"' r• • ; 

ANNO UN~Tiaf'l!fourteenth' ' trlan -to ..-retbJ.h 
to his •Wheatleylihome is t~tandinr q~~l{s 

A • o &ndJW.e would tike'lto ask him-a 4fe~~es
tiona refJ111'diwr hiaJ ~enees: ~attet' nil$' .~
cape from a German Prison Camp. HeCWn 
liberat...eQ by . ~he a.dvarwnamBritilh fCTlli\?.t!, 
and eventually made k.ia1tW&Y baek.-do• Bng· 
land. He is DOV{nback with. wife and.,fami\Y 

-- . - .,._._. 

l 



enjoying a well earned 1·est. A ncl hert> ht> i~ 
• :·.Pilot Officer Don Hickson of the RCAF. 

(Allow for a few seconcl~ of UJl})laus(>.) 

ANNOUNCER-It's nice to be back in Wht>ulley 
again, eh Don 1 

DON-It sur ely is ... but if you uon' t mind 1 
would rathe,· be down in front listenini to 
your program. 

ANNOUNCER-W~ll now . .. take it t•nsy Don 
. .. You know all these folio~ out hL·n • in 
front . .. Jus t what happcn<>d Whl•n you f~ll 
into German hands. 

DON-It happened in October, 1942, while fight
ing otf Crete. Our plane exploded 20 fel't 
above water and ~ur four man crew wa~ 
t hrown into the sea. We drifted about in 
damaged dinghies, for eighteen hours and 
were finally picked up by a German Flying 
Boat. They took. us to hospital, on the Isle 
of Cr ete,, then on to Athens and eventually 
we were taken to a camp in Gennany. 

ANNOUNCER-How did t hings go there ... food 
and care, for instance? 

r 
DON- The food at the camp wasn't too bad until 

after D-Day. But after that,-the rations 
were cut down next to nothing. If it hadn't 
been for the Red Cross parcels I don't know 
how we 'WOUld have got along. 

r1 I 
ANNOUNCE.Rr-Well, Don ... we understand 

you escaped from t he Nazi camp. Did you 
have any t rouble getting away? 

DON- None at all .. . We had information that 
the British Armoured Division were ap
proaching and 12 others and myself decided 
to make a break. We hid in a barn, where 
some French people brought us food . . . 
we could have hid there for weeks, if neces
sary, but the Brit ish came along three days 
after we got away. · 

.. I I" • 

ANNOUNCER-I gueSB everything was more or 
less rosy after the. British troops arrived. 
You were in Egypt prior to t he Cret e inci
dent. Anything happen there? 
'f Iff f.._ 1 fl , , I~ t 6 

DON-.Yea .•• thinga were a little lively during 
Rommel'• push at El .Alemein . .. but after 
Montgomery turned him back it was a cinch. 

-1· 

ANNOUNCER-Folka, Don is modest. He doesn't 
tell WI that durin&'rthe Rommel drive .. . he I 
waa one of a aroup of airmen who volun
teered to drive a truck, that helped to free 
a South . African Squadron stranded at El 
Daha. ,.. A..) , 111 .J·,'l r·" "v.; s 
Thanka Don · Hiekaon, for being with ua on 
oar· proanm ~ni&'ht. ·• 
(Applause for three seconds.) 

AN NOUNCER- And now a Welcome Home to 
h~Vt!rul other !Joys who returned :to the~(, 
hom(·~ in Kf•nt County thi~ wt•ck . . . ,;i • 

Private E. P. Reaume. Pain Court; ( 

Lance-Corp. C. B. Reynolds, Cedar Springs ; 

Private E. R. Douglas, Courtright; 

Private S. A. Saunders. Dresden. 

The following re turned to T ilbu ry-
Privute A. P. T hibert, Prh•ale W. E. Glazier, 
and Private Edward G. Duplessic. Private 
Duplcssie was released from a German pr is
on camp. 

Four returned to Wallaceburg. They are
Private John Blake, Warrant Officer Blll 
Guertin, Privat e George E. Garnett and 
Lance-Corp. C. Errey. 

Also the following Chatham men-
Sapper R. Hackett, Private H. J . Burd, Corp. 
G. W. Taylor, Private W. A. Heather and 
Warran t Officer George May of the RCAF. 

ANNOUNCER-Wheatley has a 35-piece band, 
which is considered one of the best in Wes
tern Ontarb . . . It has played be!ore many 
audiences in the province including t he Cana
dian National Exhibition at Toronto where it 
won many prizes. We are plt>ased in having 
with us one of the band's fine young cornet 
players ... 14-year-old Gordon Burke, who 
is going to play Vandercook's stirring "Pol 
Lilly." Gordon will be accompanied at t 
piano br Bandmaster Ivan Coulter. 

GORDON BURKE-Plays. 

ANNOUNCER- Tonight ... we present first ... 
a little biography of what transpired during 
the days when these sturdy pioneers fought 
their way ~hrough the wilderness and' by 
their combined efforts, helped to make thia 
country what it is today. 

Romney Township is the smallest in territo~ 
rial size, of. apy town~tlJip in the county. Of. .. • 
ten ;referred. to as the '1ftat-fron town~hip" ·· 
because of its triangular shape. Rotnlley 
occupies a position in the south-western _por-
t ion of the county ... being bounded on the 
south and east by Tilbury East .' . . 'south 
by Lake Er1e . .. and west' by the Township 
of Mersea, in t he County of EBsex. 1"hla 
a rea embraces 26,246 acres of som~. of the 
best land in south-western Ontario. , m,.1 

Travelling along the shore of Lake. Erie, on 
· what is now Number Three High\val.,· one 

notices that the highway skirt8 a ridge which 
forma a r elief to the monotonous levela of 
the rest of the county. The ch&raeteristica 
of the soil in Romney includea a gravelly 
loam along the ridge and baclc .()( tl)at, ther 
is a general inclination to clay underlaid b 
a heavy clay subsoil. · 



... , 

But under this clay loam is a richness that 
was not developed until the beginning of the 
present century. To-day as you approuch 
Wheatley, !rom the east, you can llee hun. 
dreds oC gad wells, dotted on som.e of ~he 
best kept farms in the country, mcludmg 
the famous Sylvan Farms, the pride of Rom· 
ney Township. 

History reveals that the Lake front was first 
settled in 1817 by families from the north of 
Ireland, England, the Maritime provinces, 
and the United States. The first two to lo. 
cate, were Nathan Baldwin und James Stew. 
art ... they were followed by the Jacksons, 
who took up 600 acres near the eastern town. 
line. 

ln 1818, Robert Coatsworth came from Eng. 
land and located on lot 200, where he and his 
son Caleb lived for many years. Then foJ. 
lowed the Heatheringtons, the Shanka, the 
Dawaona. and others and for years these 
familiea experienced their Cull share of hard· 
ships and d\tticult iea. 

How many of us know that their nearest 
trading post was Malden, now Amherstburg7 
Often they had to go to Detroit, for supplies. 
The nearest mill was on McGregor's Creek, 
Chatham, forty miles away ; but sometime 
later • . . a mill was erected in the Township 
of Gostield, in Essex County, which reduced 
the inconvenience of a trip through the woods 
to Chatham. 

Farms in Romney and its adjoining town· 
ship, Mersea, which is in Essex County ... 
produce some of the greatest crops in the 
country. Corn, beans, tomatoes and sugar 
beets predominate. The recent rains have 
delayed seeding but farmers are still busy 
planting-many of them putting in sugar 
beet seed-a crop that is still not too late to 
plant. 

ANNOUNCER- And here is another young 
Wheatley singer •.. who . . . everybody in 
thia audience knows . . . She is Miss Edith 
Whittal who is going to sing an old favorite. 
"I Had a Little Talk with the Lord." Miss 
Whittal 

MISS WHITT AL-Sings. 

ANNOUNCER-Thirty-one years ago last month, 
Wheatley waa incorporated as a village in the 
County of Kent. Prior to that, because it 
lay on the boundary line between Euex and 
Kent, ita public affaira were controlled by 
the councila of Romney and Meraea Town. 
ships. 

To-day, Wheatley, with its flne achoola, ita 
paved atreeta, natural gaa, Hydro Electric 
service and excellent means of transporta
tion, otfen aa good a centre for industry as 
can be found anywhere. 

Many of Wheatley's businessmen have been 
long eslabliihed in the community and we 
have ~clt..octcd one at random to tell us some
thing about this enterprising little village . 
He is Hans G. Hanson, a nume connected 
with the community for many years. How 
far back does Wheatley go in history, Mr. 
Hanson? 

HANSON-That's a pretty tough question for a 
start· but I think the land around here wu~ 
first ~urveyed in 1864 by Alexander Wilkin· 
son, and a post office opened. Alexander 
Buchanan was the first postmaster. 

ANNOUNCER-When the village was incorpor. 
ated in May, 1914. Major T. M. Fox was the 
first reeve ; R. W. Brown was treasurer and 
J . W. Kennedy the clerk. Are there any ol 
these men active in municipal affairs to. 
day ? 

JIANSON- Mr. Brown is our present reeve. He 
has held that office for tht> past eight years. 

ANNOUNCER-This year's council .. . who are 
they7 

HANSON-D. R. Coleman, F. W. Featherstone, 
R. A. Willett, and D. Getty, comprise the 
council. R. N. Epplett has been clerk and 
treasurer since his appointment in 1922. 

ANNOUNCER-There is one thing we are inter. 
ested in .. . and I am sure everybody in Kent 
County is also . . . and that is the fishing 
industry here at Wheatley. Tell us some. 
thing about that. 

HANSON-The fishing industry around here 
dates back 88 years when the McLeans es· 
tablished one of the first fisheries. The fam. 
ily has operated it ever since. Another out. 
standing fishery is the Omstead's, now run 
by Leonard and his brother. Then there is 
the Getty, the Bailey, the Cobby and the 
Kiddie fisheries--all doing a ,combined busi. 
ness of around a million dollars a year. 

ANNOUNCER-That's a lot of fish ... and where 
do aU these fish go? Where are the buyers 1 

HANSON-Mostly across the lake for American 
consumption, although a great deal goes to 
the Canadian Market. 

ANNOUNCER-This Community Club, tor which 
Wheatley is noted, what was it intended to 
do 7 Why waa it Ora'anized 1 

HANSON-It waa orpnized fn 1933 to take the· 
place of service clubs. Every person inter
ested in the community is a member. Even 
visitors or summer residents are entitled to 
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come to our club meetings and voice their 
opinion:5, in the way of promotion or good
will. One of the outstanding features, we 

" think, is the friendship between Whc~tll•y 
and t he summer residents, who arc mo!itly 
visitors from across the border. 

ANNOUNCER-Now we see why Wheatley is so 
J>Opular down in t his part of the country . 
These Sat urday Night Concer ts, we hear MO 
much about . .. were they the outcome of 
the Community Club 7 

HANSON-That's so .. . John Dean stnrted the 
concer ts, first as an amateur program, but 
t he Saturday Nigh t Concerts developed and 
have continued every week since ... draw
ing immense crowds each week. 

ANNOUNCER-That's fine, Mr. Hanson ..... 
You've done very well for one called on with 
-sueb short not ice. Thank you very much 
for helping us out tonight . 

(Allow few seconds for applause) . 

ANNOUNCER-At this time .•. we would ask 
Mr. Arthur Poulter to step to the micro
phone. Although a resident of Chatham, Mr. 
Poulter really belongs to Wheatley where 
he served for many years on t he council and 
was reeve !or y~ ~t present we know 
him as the sheriff of 'Kent Coun ty ... Howdy 
Sheri~! / : .(JilH u·l U ·i 
You have heard our remarks on Rom ney and 
Wheatley tonight . .. Have you anyth ing 
you could add to our s tory . · 4 

POULTER- Begin talk. ; 
'1 1/ 'l .. 

MR POULTER-The TowMhip of Romney and 
the vi!lage of Wheatley has furnished Kent 
County with four War dens during the past 
thirty years in t'he personage of Bryon Rob
inson, Dr. 'Wileon, Thomas Jieatherington, 
and Charles Edwards. t The det ermination of 
such .men as theae ia the reason today that 
the County enjoys a 'pay as you i'O' plan. 
We, in Wheatley, can t hank Dr. Wilson for 
the drainage system in the village which was 
undertaken during his term as reeve, also 
our hydro system , and our continuation 
School. 

The paved streets and the waterworks came 
during the term served by Mr. McDonald and 
myself. A word of praise is due our local 
newspaper, 'Tile Journal.' under the able 
management of Epplett Brothers. For a long 
time and now edited by R. N. Epplett and 
son Ken, this paper has always had the pro
JTe8S of .the comm unity at heart and never 
lost an opportunity to proclaim what Wheat-

. 
,; 

i 

Icy was doing. I would be !>hirking my duty il 
I neglt!Ctl>d to mention our men of the water 
.. . tho~c sturdy fishermen at our lake front 
under the able manngcm(.'tlt of McLeun l"i:5l 
cries ; the Omstcad Fisheric:s, now managed 
by Leonard and Duand Qlll.'ltead,. also the 

' fisheries operated by HArvey Getty, Frank 
Bailey and others. I can see these men to
day, carrying on where their fathers left otT 
... they aa·e born fishermen and know the 
lake like a book. 

Now, oC course, the st.:cret of Wheatley and 
its communities Kuccess, is that this whole 
countryside has learned the le880n that na
tions should have learned years ago-to 'love 
thy neighbor'-There is ample proof of that 
statement in this program here tonight. 

Here are a few things that Wheatley, with 
a population of seven hundred can be proud 
of-a waterworks system, costing ninety 
thousand dollars at its inception and has been 
added to since-a community that stood 
forth in every one of ita Loan Driv~nter
prising and thriving merchants and business 
men-a thirty-five piece band, under t he 
able guidance of ita lcador1 Iv4n Ooylter .Yhfs 
viJiage has everything to offer that~ any in
dustrial centre has. In closing, r think of 
l he follo?~in.g names in. connect ion with 
Wheatley •and Romney Township-the Daw
sons, the Shanks, the Robinsons, t he R 

, / wi~1 t he Heatheringtons, ·the Wllsons, the 
' ' Mills, t he Deans, the Kennedys, .. and the 

Crews. wrap them all together-this is 
.• Wheatley and Community. ! · .. 

ANNOUNCER- We now present Rober t W. 
Brown, reeve of Wheatley who has a few 
words. ·, 

REEVE BROWN-On behalf of the people of 
~heatley and the surroundmg d istr ict, 1 

•1 \JHU• Wl~Jo ~hank the Canada and Qolllipjon Su-
. ~ vompany. for making this program pos-

Slbl~~~rught. • l "i \nt', 

Jl has been most interesting to many of us ' 
to see just how a radio program went out 
over the air and Wheatley has been honored 
in having its firs t radio show presented di
rect from the centre of our village. 

I ~lso want to thank those who appeared on 
t h1s program . .. They have given us a fine 
class of entertainment •.. one that we will 
remember and we extend an invitation to 
t he Family Almanac to come again. Thank 
you. 

ANNOUNCER- Thank you, Reeve Brown. 
We can see that everybody is wondering j 
w.here . Orville Gold is going to fit into the 
p1ctu.re . . If you h.ave~'t heard Orville tickle 
the tvortea on hts ptano-nccordion, you've 



really missed something. He is always ready 
to ·'roU otft any kina of 'music and rigltt now 
he· is toin· ~ PlaY ¥.The ShAtpehooter .March.'' 

r ' "''~ $ •' t f • ·" ' " ~t 
( LD-Pla_ys. 

-. ,NNOUNCER-And thus ends Chapter Ei¥h· 
' {ccll, Keht COunty Fntnfly Almanac .. . 
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!rave the air at thil'\ time to return again 
ne,xt J'hursd~y J1ig~~ \yith' another )nt~r~'stinr 
~tory frqm our studios in Chatham. · 

• • # • 

Th.i~ !8 Pa
1
yl , Han_over ~ayi!l~ 11"Lo4 of ,¥ood 

luck and keFP., ~,mmn, .. •, 1 

We now tr'n~fe~ you back. to our atudi9 in 
Cluitha,rn~' GO&l night all:' · ' ,"\ 
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CHAPTER 19 

REPRINT OF BROADCAST OVER CFCO 

Thur.day, June 21&t, 1945 
Chatham, On~io 

ANNOUNCER-Presenting "Kent County Fam-
ily AlmaiW:." • f . I 

L~-- _.:.!. I • • ,... ... ' 'l1· 
:~·~"Florentine." • 

{Ia and fade back ol announ~r) 

ANNOUNCER-Reftectina- the rhytlim-and ftow 
of this great agricultural county and those 
surrounding it • . . comes Kent County Fam
ily Almanac • •. a program that cbana-es as 
the community changes •. • alive with pic
tures of our towns, our city and our people. 
. . . Anything that happens in t his rich gar
den land of Ontario is aorist f or the mill of 
the Almanac. 

( THEME-(u})-then fade back and continue as 
announcer proceeds). 

ANNOUNCER-This is Chapter nineteen . : .. 
Kent County FamUy Almanac. Our spothght 
tonight rests on the Township of Camden 
for a story of its pioneer days ... We wel
come back several of Kent County's f\zhting 
men and you will hear a letter to your Al
manac writer from t he Prime Minister of 
Great Britain . . . and, of course, there are 
muaicaJ paa-es. Let ua know how you like 

·c it . . . So, let's be of! tor our aalute to Cam-
,,. den Township. · .<HBJ o..• _' tr 

""'""IEME=-(Up·to end) ; ;;•,f N i- '" 'ir . '"7, ~ 
I I I .nr{1 .!Jf; 4·H ' I ., ~ 

ANNOUNCER-Last week when we went · to 
• 11 Wheatley1 to do our -regular broadeast. we 
~-1n took with us Bob McNaUghtorl and his gui
,,. tat. I Bob didn't appear on the broadcast but 
~ 1 before 'and after our air program, be enter-

u.ined the crowd ot 1000 with his cowboy 
~ · · eonp. He made auch a hft ·that we invited 
, him to come and play and aing for u tonight. 

But Bob, I aee you have company 'With you. 
In~uce your !rienda, won't your 

BOB-Sure wiD, Paal . ... f'T' 

Thi~ 1. Joe Creepn. (Creepn plaYS bar on 
( : violin.) . . ' '. . '1'1lls fs Peggy MeDonald. (Pera-y strikes a 
i4 few kef8 on, the ~i~no.~. , • ··H·•~ :~~ : 1 ._, : .. 

·d.!L...U... -•l.J (,).., c...I~ .... .J.. .:.uL •• u ';l • .L.~ .11.,\Jl..t .... ...,.. (82) 

. '• . 
Clitf Hardy. (Hardy strwns the banjo) . 

And yours truly, Smiling Bob McNaughton. 
t hey calls me. 

ANNOUNCER-And the handle fits, I see . . . 
Well, say, whiJe your .friend& are r ettinr set 
before the mike ••• how about you strum
ming off a few notes on that guitar ot yours? 
What's it goina- to be? 

BOB-How about "That Yellow Rose of Texas"? 

ANNOUNCER-Alright, take it away . 

BOB--Plays. 

ANNOUNCER-And now friends, here is some
thing we would like to share \\Tith all our lis
teners. Your Kent County Family Almanac 
has been honored twice during the past 
month. You will remember that two weeks 
ago, the SOil&'B and musical numbers played 
on our program were recorded and ftown 
overseas to be played for the Canadian troops 
in Br itain and Germany. 

This week . •. the second honor came in the 
form of a letter from number 10 Downing 
Street, London. England, t he home of Prime 
lfitl.iater Winaton Churchill On March 29, 
you may recall, our broadcast wu on the 
town of Blenheim. On t hat broadcast, W • .J. 
Baird, ~t Blenheim 'for so years 
said that th~ pioneers decided to name t heir 
settlement Blenheim, we quote . • . "af ter 
the famous victory of the war of the Spanish 
Succession which t he Duke of Marlborough 
.,von over the Fr~nch in 1704. It is an inter
esting fact 'that the seat of the Dulcea of 
Marlborough, t he family line of Winston 
Churchill is named Blenheim, having been 

., established b7 the First Dulce of Marlbor
J1 ough. one of. the rreatest British generals of 
h all time." end quote. ·r. 

Your Almanac writer was curious as to Just 
. how t hia would be accepted by the Prime 

11 .Minister, There was only one way to find 
out. He boldly wrote .Mr. Churchill, enclos
ing a printed copy of the broadcast and as.k-
4!<1 il the information therein eould be aceep-

' tecla.s correct. , j ... ·:· ., . •• • ' • 

b.-... ~~-- ......... L J ·'j li .. I .. . .... . ~. ' . , , ;.! ~...:....1. 

'" 



A reply came this week . . . and we take 
pleasure in passing it along to all our friends 
of the Almanac. It reads, quote: 

~ VOICF--10 Downing Street, Whitehall, 
The Author. Kent County Family Almanac, 
CFCO, Chatham, Ontario, Canada. 

Dear Sir-
1 am writing to acknowledge your letter of 
the 18th of May to the Prime Minister, and 
to confirm the passage from your broadcast 
. • • The Prime Minister instructs me to say 
the passage you quoted on Blenheim Palace, 
is quite coiTect. · 
Yours trulf, u •. 

.r E. S. Layton, Personal Private Secretary to 
the Prime Minister. 

' . .. 
ANNOUN·CE~Humbly ... we say 'Thank You' 

to Mr. Winston Churchill. 

(Pause). 

·· · Folks \ .. • what are you doing about these 
·cards t hat have been sent to you with the 
printed copies of our broadcast ... we have 
been greatly encouraged by the scores of 
replies received to date . . . But ... . we would 
like to get all your ideas on our program. 
Here for instance ... is what ·Mrs. Reginald 
Wellwood, of Merlin, says: 

LADY'S VOICF--"1 am.a war bride and I send 
it home to my narents in England. Your pro
gram is interesting and instructive, especially 
to a newcomer such as 1." 

ANNOUNCER-Edward Jacklin, Dlenheim, writ
es this-

MAN'S VOICE-"The programs are discussed 
with t he children. They a re interesti!'g and 

· · educational" 
• \ ,1 { 

AljNOUNCER-And S. J . Darnforth, • Thames-
. v~ Publie School. says - "A collection of 
. these Almanac& bound with a ~ cover 
' would be a .valuable source of information in 

Kent Sc:hools..'' i r1 ·•v· ·> ·t' "' 
l' 

. ., These are just. a few of the m; ny we have 
~1 ' received but' we would like to Jtave yours, 
r too.• . • 
-'!• .And to those who want a copy of this or 
~· future broadcasts .. . s imply address a eard 

to Kent County Family Almanac, OF<X>, ·and 
one will be~ mailed. . . ~ru •. 1 i - ,, 

And now, Bob McNaughton, . . · o get those 
"Merry Makers'' of yours together and let's 
h~' "You {Are Jdy Sunshine." 

. . . ' '. \ .. 
ANNOtJl'toi~For ·our story tonight, 1 Jet us 

· turn to the map of Camden Township and 
the Gore of Camden ... that oblong shaped ( ) 

piece of territory to its north, stretching 
about twelve miles from east to west, at,t~ . 
four miles north to south about Camden 1(. 
self. 
Camden Township, it can be seen, is bounded 
on the south by the River Thames and on 
the west by the Chatham Township T?wnline 
which runs to the Gore . .. Part of tls nor
thern boundary is Zone Town!lhip and the 
Gore which extends about half its length to 
the Chatham Township line. It's a cu~iou.s 
shaped township .. . and one would be JUSti
fied in the conclusion that in shaping and sur
,·eying Camden the fitness of things was al
most disregarded .. . For ... while the shape 
of the Gore is almos t like any township .. . . 
the balance of Camden is really a gore in 
shape ... giving one the opinion that the 
bestowal of names 'might have been done by 
Jot and things became reversed . . 

The surface of Camden Township is fairly 
r epresentative of the general level which dis
tinguishes the entire county. The Sydenham 
River flows diagonally through the Gore from 
east to west and the Thames traverses the 
southern border of the township itself. Lack 
of drainage prevented much utilization in the 
early days but today the land produces im
mense crops and many farmers have become 
s uccessful through rotation and the planting 
of sugar beets . ... · a profitable crop at al 
times. 

Camden, in common with the townships to 
· the west, received its first settlers about the 

start of the last century when the United 
Empire Loyalists began to arrive. Joshua 
Cornwall was the first pioneer. He located 

· on lot 14 of the River Front and for years 
his descendants were prominent throughout 
the township. A son, Nathan, was the first 
white child born in Camden and from 1834 
to 1841 was a member of the Canadian As
sembly for Kent, as his father had been from 
1812 to 1816. 
Other earfy settlers were Absalom Shaw and 
Lemuel Sherman. The latter located on land 

0 • where t he town of Thamesville now stands. 
~,.. However, t he • most important settlement 

came in 1820 along the Sydenh'am River be-
:t tween what is now Dawn Mills <and F1orence . 
_ Among the families to locate there were 
·. · J ohn and William Tiffin • . . John Hall . • o 

'" and a 111an by the name of Boulton.'" They 
for;med t he first settlement a t that time on 

•• 1 t he Sydenham between StrathroY anti ·Wal-
. laceburg to the east. ! ? Jl ' • 

The locality of Dawn Mills wae first- settled 
in 1830, t he pioneers being ·William Taylor 

; ,) . and James 'Smith who 'built a lgrfst mill or 
the bank of t he Sydenham. Prior to the con\._ 
structjon of that mill, , the aettlers '"Were 

t: obliged· to go to D etroit in canoes j;o ·have 
their chopping done : . . the only mills nearer 
lhat point being on the Thames to t he south-



west and a dense pathless forest lay between. 
A village gradually clustered around the 

( mills erected by Taylor and Smith and the 
place was named Dawn Mills. Another early 

~ r~ident of the locality was Charles Prangley, 
who acted os head miller in Taylor and 
Smith's Mill. He established a wide acquain
tance among the residents of that region. 
A. D. Baxter, father of Licut.-Col. Baxter of 
Chatham, was another pioneer. He was a 
partner in a Btore, the first in Camden, open
ed in 1836 with William Taylor as the other 
partner. 

' I 

The banka of t he. Sydenham below Dawn 
Mills d id not become settled until some time 
after t he village became established. The 
Sharpe family were the earliest to locate on 
t he south side while the Traxlers took up 
land opposite them on t he north side. This 

. , spot was only a short distance f rom the 
• , present vfUage of Dresden. Over on ~nces-

sion three, John McDonald was one of t he 
early residents closely followed by William 

.:i Boyland. 
't· (I I • , " ( ' 

Smce thos~ early days, Camden lias forged 
'l' • ahead until it has ~orne one of the finest 

agricultural townships in t he county .. . well 
·: kept and prosperous farms can be seen every
, : where. Two thriving towns are within the 

( , bounds of Camden . .. Dresden on t he Syden
ham, t he subject of one of our recent broad

l• castS' and Thamesville on t he Thames, yet to 
· , be visited by th~ Alntanac wr iter. 

=,. It can be said that Camden has one of the 
best informed clel'ks of any township in t he 
county. He isM. S. Blackburn, who has just 
entered his 56th year as township clerk, hav
ing been appointed to t hat position before 
he was 21 years of age .. . 1\!r . Blackburn 
has never cast a municipal vote ... His office 
and home is in Dresden and many officials 
often seek his advice on matters pertaining 
to municipal affairs. Fred Houston is reeve 

( 

of the township.• r .... .... 
There a,re many othe~:- stories that can be 
ttold~f Camden Townshfp .. l . for iMtance •. • : 
the "British American Institute" whose ob-.. 
ject was tQ care fQr the colorect;refugees from 
American slavery. ) Also ·the story of Rev. 
JOfiatnlt~rtthet"UJicllf'mnn'' of Harriett 
Beecher Sto~e·•~areat 11ovel. ThUs was dealt 
with brlefJyin' our broadcast· of March 8, co~ 
ies of/ which are stiD avaiLable tnd will be 
sen~P,:On .-t~u~t.l At•aomertuture date, we 
hope fa en.Jarar~ more ,fully, on 1th\ historical 
evenJs lfn ~camden \'l'o\nislitn. 

,..., ~ ' • " f • () -I( 'f( , '1\ • 

"Smiling" JBob' .. McNaughton J ts before the I 
mike again. Bobl halO a mttle number "The 
Lost Letter" . . . he would like to sing for 
you. 

BOB-Begins song. 

ANNOUNCER-It's Welcome Time now on our 
Almanac and we have, in addit ion to our re
turned men, several war brides who go to 
various parts 9! Kent County. 
Mrs. Marjorie Cuylle, wife of Lance-Corp. H. 
Cuylle of R.R. 6, Chatham and her young son. 
Mrs. Helen P ickering and baby, who wilt re
side for the present with her sister-in-law, 
Mrs. J. Peach. King Street, Chatham. 
Mrs. A. Johnston and Mrs. C. Ivy who go to 
Ridgctown. 
1\frs. P. Pa ine who will reside in Wheatl~y. 

And a welcome back to theJJe Kent County 
boys-- t I ,. I ' I 

Corp. Dryce Reynolds, liberated from a Ger. 
. man prison camp. who is visiting his wife 
1 aud family at· Cedar Springs: also with his 

11u parents, Mr. and ?.Irs. Roy Reynolds, of 110 
.. Ins'bes .Avenue, Chatham. • ·• ... 
r: ' Private Pat Murphy, of Wallaceburg . 

Lieut. W. L. Wilcox, 28 Dover Street, Chat
ham. 
Corp. 1\f. Hoemdel of Dresden. 

Private C. L. Almas, Trooper S. S. Gray and 
Lieut. W. F. Prang ley, nll of Chatham. 

ANNOUNCER-Orville Gold is prep~ring to add 
mor e harmony to our program as he adjusts 

.. his piano-accordion. Orv. is aroing to play 
the old but ever-popular number "My Blue 
Heaven." . 

GOLD-Plays. 

~NNOUNCER-Yesterday morning, several 
tbousand Canadian soldiers arrived at Hali
fax .... there to entrain for their homes in 
Yarious parts of Canada. 29 of these men 

•· - - headed for Kent County and in another 24 
hours all Kent will be saying Welcome Home 
to these veterans-many with honol's and 
years of service to t heir credit, Here is a 
lis~ of medical walking cases and liberated 
_pq soners of war expected to arrive at Lon. 
don tomon"OW morning at U :42: 

Private J. ':r. A'ttwood, R.R. 5, Thamesville • 
- f Sergt. J. A. Blackburn, Dresden; .. ' 
.) : Corp. L. D. Caron, Wa1lacebur8'; 

Trooper A. M. Easton, R.R. 2, R idgetown • 
Private J. L. Lee, R.R. 3, Blenheim· ' 

' • .-t Cf; . ... Prlvate G. E .. Maule, Wallaeeburg;:' 'J 3 
Pr!val.e,N •. .Moir, 86 Llydican Ave., Chatham~ 
Pnvate E~ J. MoeeyF R.R. 6, Blenheim · i1 

f~ll ~.Sinclair, .P ~ark Lane, Chatha~ ; · 
~: -v. fTamei;l R1dgetown; · 
Private C. E.r~ood. Ridgetown ; 1. 
Co~. Legue. 'K.R. 1, Morpeth; · 
Private <; . .R- Rflssell~ Charing Cro~ ;, 

t'nnoJ @.ilaen who-.wnay :amv&•tomorrow ·or within 
the next few days are :- · 
~~~~~M .. <1rainrer,' 27S Grand Ave Chat- . 

ham; -· ., ;~ 

.c-.<.~~;.r~Le;J-;.~ ~~~,. B<?,thw~; .• · •. - .::....:::M--. 

. , . 



., Private T. A. Harrington, R.R. 3, Thames
ville ; 
Private W. E. Schra~ek, Tilbury ; 
Private H. M. Young, Wallaceburg ; 
Sergt. F. R. Shulver, 15 Forest, Chatham; 
Sergt.-Major A. W. Bristow, 65 Centre Street, 

Chatham; 
Private L. D. Chan tier, Wallaeeburg; 
Sergt. H. C. Gamb.riel, 48 Lornc Ave., Chat
ham; 
Private F. J. LaFramboise, R.R. 5, Bothwell ; 
Private A. Lozon, 145 St. Clair St., Chatham; 
Sergt. C. W. Rylett, R.R. 5, Chatham ; 
Rifleman J. M. Smith, Highgate; 
Private C. J. Doey, Blenheim ; 
Lance Corp. H. G. Skipper, 23 Forest Street, 

1 1 ... Chatham. , . 1 ·~ • 

ANNOUNCER-''lfary had a little Lamb." . .. 
But in this ease it was "Mary had a little 
Fawn." • .. Two weeks ago while playing on 
their father's farm near Bofbwell, children 
of William Pope, Jr., found in the underbrush 
a newly born fawn. Picking the tiny creat
ure up, they carried it to there home where 
it was pronounced dead by adult members of 
the family. But a tremor in the little body 
revealed there waa a spark of life left and a 

· feeding-bottle, w•nn mUle and blanketa were 
hastily rounded up. Within a few hours the 
!awn showed sig:IUI of life and in a day or so 
began to wabble about on its tiny legs. Ten 
days later ft was following the children 
everywhere, · even to the family table. Now 
the children are quite concerned •.• they 
know that in a few days they must notify 
the game warden and their pet will probably 
spend its days in some quiet zoo or be re
leased to become the prey of hunters and 
dogs. 

ceisten to ... in 
( . . ,.., ., ~ } .. 
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And here's a story !rom the canine world. 
It comes from a village on the border of Kent 
County where n young lad owns a ~ ,. 
Spaniel. The Spaniel gave birth to nine ~ . 
pies. Now nine is a large family for any 
mother to care !or ... so the family cat adop
ted two and seems to be making a good job 
of it . . . But the young master says he is 
going to keep all nine puppies . . . we all 
know what a time Dagwood is having with 
the five he has ... so it would be interesting 
to know just how the lad is going to make 
out. 

Right here the "Merry Makers' 'have another 
lively number so Joe, Peggy, Cliff and Bob 
are going to fiddle away the next few min
utes with ~tSoldier's Joy." 

GANG-Playa. 

ANNOUNCER-And .a enda Chapter Nineteen. 
. . • Kent County Family Almanac • • • We 
leave tbe air to return next Thursday, same 
time, with a story from Ridgetown. 
Meanwhile, your thought for the day . . . 
"THE MORE WE GIVE TO OTHERS, THE 
MORE ARE WE INCREASED." Remember 
this the next time you hear a plea for the 
Hospital for Sick Children. 

So, until next Thunday, this is Paul Hanover. 
your announcer, saying, "Lots of luck an 
.keep smiling." 

Kent County Family Almanu hu been 
brought to you through the eourtesy of the 
Canada and Dominion Sugar CompaDy, Chat
bam and Wallaeeburc. 
This is CFOO. 
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.lo .. Chatham, Ontario t:tr IUJ 

ANNOUNCER- Presenting "Kent Coun.ty Fam. 
ily Almanac." 1 • • • 

.1. . ~'Jd n.vl • . J ,,) .q.,c t;} 

THEME-"F1orentine!' :•Hi•.-.rn8trl' ,iUim~ 
· -1 . 1' , 11·tf , Ja ., ! ·1 h q 

. (Up a,n·d. AQh\ back ,of •MA<>uncer:) .. 

A"NNOUNCER-R~ecting the Yhythm ~d ftowZ 
of th18 wT-eat agricultural county and th~se I 
sur,roundi~ it-comes Kent County Family 
Almanac-a program that chana-es as the 
community changes; alive with vivid pic
tures ofr otlr toda, our city. and our people. 
Anything and everything that happena in 
~his rich garden-land of Ontario i! grist for 
the mill of the Almanac. 

, } I I • , • f 

THEME-(Up and continue to end of first part 
( ...., ···then ho~ r-ck~ as an~ow:'cer ~nUnues. 

ANNOUNCER-This i.&~hapter Twenty .... Kent 
County Family Almanac. Tonight, we bring 
you the atory of Ridgetown aud its early ! et
tlers , • . and you wiJl hear some of the ex
periences of Chatham's first member of the 
C.W.A.t;. to 1J0 ove~seaa . .. In addition to 
weJcoming back several of our young heroes 
we wil1 bring you a list of 20 who are ex-
pected home during the coming week-end. ,J Liden for it •. • your boy J!1AY be inclUded. 
.• . There is a guest singer on our program 
tonight ~ additiQP. ~ ~~ regula:r ~r ~~Io

. ~t: '1'1\ey wm brlng you songs you ·~ 
.. . ~:-so here 'tiMttwlft readrto ro .' . . 

J·n ·), ~n~i' I~ ·f.·"' " ' · 'l~~ll'l'· 
THEME-(up to end). i'•' • l • ;m~rl 

ANNow~'t;·~~i !QI<>ist ~ 'non ~tch. 
of Rldlteti>*n-. ·' DtJi\'s L eonti'ftmtloh J to 1 hi! 

I hometown.,f!:~i~1~luat1l -1?.fq~.~y,'' 
ti}; Kapp; He wffi be aecom;)a?ded ny Mn. 
Bryce Kendrick; pjanist.ttMt- all/number! on 
our b~eu~ ~iJSh~.·q•c••rii .t .a .JA r 
~J ,o(CJiliMifi .3 ;~ . • !tl'!:ld tN 

ANJlO~II~~it~ Jii !:D." the 
midst of a $10,000 drive for t\lQ r.UtabYlah-. ·:m .0~·~ !Ct?~nib'·x. ;~iJ'QUil otJ)ub~ 

J<JI nd~~~ ~Veri~.t~WtiDS the -city at present showuld be \~Afdl&o, a:fv• ·oppor- , I 
I 

(&3) 

• .,j !;,d 

' I I 
J' \) I h l ) •Hi ~ 1 J' lt 11 ' •L .j 

tunities to boys and girls • / . al!d to our re
turned service men and )Vomer,; s_q ~~~ 
mii'M deVl!lop theniaelves h:tto 'n Ab~ el~ 

,. -M) erl! ,tb th~ contmun~ I I< • ., • I I J II 

anoo . . •o~ t .a .. ' 
A , recent survey, reveals there ~ ~xf
mately 8.000 boya and ~li from 10 to 19 

.~Jia,r o( 11Pr tbe e!OOP .that ,~budr 
c• 1n.olrtl f rom a Community Y. To thir. can be 

addedimany living' outside of Chatham pro~ 
er ~ who will be incl uded in thAt program. 

_ Many of these young people hav.e expressed 
!•'• a desire to belona' "to !ome aaociationr that 
- · would arrange and 11upen'i8e conatructive ac-

tivities and it may be etartling tn know that 
three-quarter s of the number indicated they 
had not been able to a-et out of the c1cy to a, 

r camP' where such work is euried on~ 

- .A tem~rary board. of direclQrs llali been a~ 
poirtt~d to eo.ndllct aptivitfes during fJle, eam
pitigh and when tbe fu.nd i~t establlsJ;t.ed, a 
new board will be named to carry on the 
work. ·11 / r T 

We have with us to-night, Mr. Fred Col.lin!, 
' in charga of ctty ~ru. He hu Jure! cbnsfdJ 

.. erable experience Jn Y OODJf 'Peoplt!'B ~rk, 
and we would like to uk him, his ~~ on 
the proposal of a Commuruty Y. J 

1 Mr. Collins, can you add anythfnt- ftirtzrer 
to our remarks? 

Ct>If1m7~!f1Nf,ii1PF ~ WBfOli~Q art he 
J training and' tea~ t.P Pl»'~l).t ·wuld 

wish for hi! !On "Or' ding er. 

~o~.,;tq~i hsiw ~•llld ~ . .,:_ be 
~~ ·~ . 1 - · ot ..,.nr.t • ' I ' 
,~");:."I' I .· .J. I' I J ,Sl . .. :) I •! -'1 

COJ..&Wl'I"~By a fWJ-time framed leader, who is 
.devo~~ h~ li~}P work &m.O.Jl.P. ~ . .t~ \loys 

... •antt'R'ft'f!l. 1 l1'e wou1d ·use !Ucb tacniij~ aa 
are available in the community. · 
~-L~ ~~ . ' J • . 1.1 ,I .,11 .t ,JJnhq 

ANNuu~ lt~4,1~ QI . Ul•·~ 
is NOT for ' a uild~. W,qu~~-~<f!ey 

ao tWih~~~~!f'.~~Jt;~ 

<'-9l~:W~~~r~~o&tan;tt.:=:: 

' 

-~ ·· -....... 
--~~--~-----------~·--·~-------- ·---------~ 



,.~. 

Boys' and girls' work. 

The Idea is to establish the work tinnly and . ... 
enable the secretary to provide a Community 
Y program. 

ANNOUNCER-WiJJ a boy or girl need to pay a 
membership fee 7 

COLLINS-That will be a matter to be determin
ed by the local Board of Directors. Most 
Community Y's have a small fee because they , 
believe if the boy pays a little towards the 
total cost he becomes a Letter member. No 
boy will be barred because he could not pa.y 

,, h~ small fee. . ., 
. . ' ' ' . 

Al'{NOUNCER-That seems fair enough. But 
will the Community '):' overlap with other or
ganizations serving Our boys, girls and youn.~r 

-• people t • · 
t 1 01 I r tno'Tt el1 ) llf.s. OOQ fl 

COLLINg...Qb, no .. ' The Community Y will eo
operate with aD agencies serving youth, help 
where po88ible and extend the services to aU 
boys and young people .. . regardless of race, 
or creed. That is the idea of having a train-

, ed Aeretary. He know• the work and would 
be reapontible for all the constructive activi-

2 tiee for tbe good of the boy or girl. 
l ~ 

ANNOUNCER-That seems to clear up a num
ber of things that were not understood by 
many of our citizens. We are glad you drop
ped in to-night, Mr. ' Collins, and when the 

., pommunity Y gets under way-come in again 
, r- and tell us how it is functioning. 
~ . 

·--~· 

COLLINS-Thank you. 
\ 

~OUNCER-Bob Claus, our tenor soloist, is 
before the mike, ready to sing the popular 
number ''Sunrise and You." 

l 1 !!~t){ ('I 

Ct-AUS-Beaina sona-. \"f r:.~ .Iii ,. ·' . r 
4: rwR 'J 

ANNOUNCER--Tomorro'Y mornina at seven • 
' o'clock ~ returned men from. Chatham and 
~ Kent County lrill~ive at LondoD P7 epecial 
b' ~:N.H. ~.tn ti'Qm Ha~ax.~whm;e they ~ed 

)teaterday f~otrl, o~er,s~. _ ~~ , r\Oii '; 

Halt of .the pumber are from Chatha~ and 
,., TbamesvUle and 1t is expected. tl)ey will clear 

at London in time to arrive in thd ''clty on 
the 1:80 C.N.R, train tomorrow afternoon.,. 

,- ui · I • • · 

~"!h•·f.D!.~··~ving at ~pdo~ in th81~ are. ,·,_LII ;:r- . ., O} ri ; !! ; ~!11 ;~ .J ·, · 

rra~~~I~tp<:Jj~~~-~l. ·lt~. 
''"~ti· J-.r, .n'l' ... ' ' ·~Lr•oa ',ol To~ r 

c T-.44ttM.. E. JlaMeU,, whoMHWife Una on 
· Cross Road, Chatham. 

· d 1h etw.b · · ·• ,. ~~.) · f tJ :_~J ll 
~" ~y'Ne~~-~ W!v~ 9~.~~..W ~p, 

Others returning on rotation duty or for 
other reasons are: 

Craftsman F. J. Dowdell, 44 Barry Stree 
Chatham; 

Gunner N. E. Deneau, 230 St. Clair Street , 
Chatham ; 

Private C. W. Bedell, of Dresden; 

Ad/ Corp. W. II. Darton of Cedar Springs; 

Private R. E. Camp, 244 Selkirk St., Chatham 

Sapper C. E . Cole, 19 Park Avenue, Chatham ; 

J..ance Corp. J. S. Cracknell, R.R. 4, Thames-
ville; ' ''' 
Corp. G. A. Morrison, brother of .Mrs. J. 
Smith, Thameaville; · ,,!i1n Jl( 

Private B. Stephens, Thames ville; 
Sapper S. Alexander, 28 Harvey St., Chat
ham; 

1 • 
Gunner W. C. Willder, Wallacebura: 

Private G. W. Dozois, 107 Delaware A venue, 
Chatham; 

~ 

Private B. D. Jone., lUl 5, Thamesville; 

Private B. C. Wilson, 26 Adelaide St., North 
Chatham; 

Lance-Corp. T. H. Holman, Thamesville; 

Sapper W. A. Graham, whose sister, Mrs. G 
Shackleton lives at 8 Cornhill Ave., Chatham, 

GunnerS. R. ColJ, Wheatley: 

ANNOUNCER (Contlnuea)-ln addition to those 
we named last week as returnirtg on the liner 
Isle de France, the following officers and 
men have arrived at their homes in Chatham 
and Kent County and to them we say Wel
come Back: 

J 
Pilot Officer Glen Owen Fleming, R.R. 1, 
Fletcher; I' 

Warrant Offleer Georae May, R.Ji. 4. Chat
bam; 

f' • " 

Tr~Per Frank Gray, 681 Queen St •• Chat-
ham; .lf>n o1 c1t·- :. '1. 

Flying Officer 1t J. RobaoQ, Wallacebura' ; 
• , • • t ~ 

d P;.Jot ~flker W. J. 1-ioarse, Chatham; 

• Pantlrooper Clqton Paten, Moraviantown ; 

.. .) LAC C.~ Clark, lfia'hpte; .• 
'l LAC. E. J. Thompeon, Wheatley ; 

Flight-Ser,t.. M. E. Rt188elo, Chatham: 

.· 1 Fbin&' 0~!~ e,ontoa Pritchard. Joseph St., 
• -Cba~ '10, ')' . . (\· . -

-!)rf LAO.•').Bob:SP!' ·bf'l9 EllWood A 
1 arrived 1D 'lut w-1r -ttb nose Sq 'f-..rfF ~ ,. -~. ~~ . . 

, 



And OC. Stan Reeve, who is spendin~ a fur
tough with his parents at 32 Lacroix Street, 
Chatham, before proceeding to the Pacific 
area. 
Don Hitch, our guest singer, has an appro
priate and catchy number, just suited for 
thia period in our pro&"ram. If you know the 
words, you people out there sing it with him. 
It's Ten Little Soldiers on a Ten-day 
Leave." Go ahead, Don. 

HlTCH-Sings. 

ANNOUNCER-And now for our story-Up un
til 1876, . .. when the municipality of Ridge
town was incorporated as a village, its affairs 
were administered by the council of Howard 
Township. It is our intention to give a broad
cast on Howard Township, in the near future, 
but to-night let us deal only with Ridgetown. 
Perhaps no man is better able to furnish a 
composite history of the town than Mr. 0 . K. 
Watson and it is !rom his book, "Memories 
of Ridgetown," that this chapter of the Al
manac is taken to-night. 

The present site of Ridgetown, Mr. Watson, 
related, remained a forest. until the year 
1823, when William Marsh, an Englishman, 
took up permanent abode on lot nine, tenth 
concession. He was followed by James Wat- . 
son, Edmund Mitton, Levi Cornwall, and ': 
Thomas Beane. ' 

Watson's farm is now the greater portion of 
ward one, in the Town of Ridgetown, and 
Mitton's land is what is known as ward four. 
An American, Ebenezer Colby from New 
York State, also entered the district about 
that time and his land afterwards became ' 
ward three, in the town. 11 ,. i' 
The development of this section was not par
ticularly rapid for some years, though the 
gradual expansion' of the clearings and ap.. . 
~ce of well-cultivated f&rm8 proclaimed 
mdustry and energy, were t he order of t he 
period, among the pioneers. · 

The first aehool house in Ridgetown, a Jog * 
buildilll' on Levi Cornwall's place, served for 
meetinp and a school for years. It was op.. 
ened in 1828 under a teacher by the name 
~~~e, an Irishman, and a strict discip-
1 · Some of the pupils, who a ttended 
l bat school, and testified to his free use 
'of the gad were the Marshes, the Scates, the 
Carlisles, and the Nashes. 

SOpbfa Naah later ~e a teacher and 
tau,ht-ID the old schooL She married Jamee 
Wataoaud becalne one of the district's most 
loyal and .if.iumcbest pioneers. The seeond 
ae'hool 'WU bant 011 1Vhat fs now Main and 
Erie Street. and •ben the location became 
valuable for buaineu PUI'p08e8 a new site was 
cholen. It served ita purpose until 1872 
when a winsr was ,dded and fn 1882, the 

present brick school on Jane Street was built. 
There were no stores in or near Ridgetown, 
as late as 1837, the nearest being at Morpelh 
and another at Antrim on the Lake Shore. 
About that time one o! the Mitton family 
started a blacksmith shop and Malcolm Mc
Lean opened a store. For some years after 
the settlement of this locality ... there was 
nothing to j usti!y the name of a village on 
the site where now stands the busy and pro
gressive town of which its citizens are so 
JUStly proud. 

But •.. by 1864 .. . Ridgctown had a grist 
mill, one carding mill; one ashery; two har
ness shops; three blacksmiths; two wagon 
factories; four general stores; three hotels 
and six church congregations worshipped 
within its limita. 

The early settlers around Ridgetown played 
their part well. Poverty was the lot of many. 
They fashioned implements out of wood to 
work the ground and made rude wooden 
sleighs on whJch to draw their produce, in 
summer, as well as winter. But out of the 
chaos of untravelled trails and fore~ts these 
pioneers broujtht ordet and laid i lle. founda
tion for one of the most progrcss1ve com
munities in the County of Kent. -

ANNO"'NCER-We will reaum~ our story on 
Ridgetown in just a minute. Coming up now 

) A Jn our musical, depa~tm.rt;. ia a piano sel~ 
r tion, "Eehoea of Spring," by Fr11lle, played 

by Mrs. Bryce Kendrick. 

.I c: MRS. KENDRICI(-Playir': J-' 

ANNOUNCER-We ha.ve, so far referred briefly 
to #le e&W, settl~ of Ridge town up until 
the fifties of the last century . • • and . • • 
although we cannot mention all names, there 
are a few that have come to our notice. For 

• " instance • . there were the Reeders, the 
1('\nu J Kitchens' the TybUI"'Jtj, the Wi1.sons and 

Richaf<\ Phelps, always known as ''Daddy" 
Phelps. "This ~fleman 'Was! a Methodist 
Minister, who acted as a magistrate, a doe--' 
tor, a manufacturer and a farmer. He own
ed a shingle mill on the main street and it 
was there t he first serious accident occurred 
in the community. The boiler blew up one 
day at noon and "Daddy, was injured sev-
erely. 

We had hoped to have Mr. 0 . K. Watson 
with us to tell us part of this story, but Mr. 
Watson did not feel able to make the trip 
.•. however, hia eon, CarL fs here and, with 
him, is George M. Silcox, .Mayor of Ridg~ 
town. We an ~oin~ to let these gentlemen 
reminiaee for a few minatea and fDr a start, 
Carl, you mla'ht tell us when the first indust
ry was located in your town. -WATSON-That waa in 1856 ... George Moody 
built a flour and grist mill, and in 1868 it ,. 



.. 
was enlarged when he took his son John into 
partnership .... In 1881, John and his son, 
John A., became partners in a still larger 
mill on :Main Street. They Inter built the 
large brkk mill which is still standing. There 
is no doubt that the Moody family were about 
the heaviest taxpayers along in the eighties 
.• · . they built several stores and brick build
ings and owned a large number of houses. 
The mill carried on for years and later was 
operated by the Howard Farmers' Co-opera
tive Society. John Moody died in 1930, at 
the age of 97. His son, John A., died several 
years before him. 

MAYOR SILCOX-Aftcr the Moody mills became 
established. many other plants followed .. • 
James Watt and Soll8 operated a foundry 
and machine shop, as did J ames and William 
McMaster, John T. Sales and the Middleditch 

• family. There were carriage and wagon 
manufacturers, one being run by Geora-e 
Rockey; M. Cronk had a shoe factory ; and 
there were several saw and planing mills. 

WATSON-Yes, and the Ontario Ca.sket Company 
and the Ridgetown Canning Company locat
ed in the town in later years. 

ANNOUNCER-Mr. Mayor ..• at the beginning 
of our story, we said the village was incor
porated in 1875. Can you enlarge a little on 
ita municipal history? 

I. ( ,. 

MAYOR SILCOX-A year after the village was 
incorporated, an amendment was made, re
ducing the limits from what they were, in 
the original by-law. The population at that 
time was 1,027. When the council met for 
the first time, Jacob Smith was appointed 
reeve and Zenas Wa1son, Charles Scane, H. 
W. Wastland and David Watterworth were 
the councillors; John Law was named clerk 
and John A. Moody, the treasurer. 

ANNOUNCER-When did its incorporation as a 
town take place ? 

MAYOR Sll£0X-That eame in 1881. when the 
population grew to 2,097. When t he first 
towQ. council .sa~ on January 16, 1882, the 
mayor and reeve -.nd three councillors from 

· each of the fou/ ·~arda, were sworn in. The 
~; ' mayor was H. D. Cunningham and the reeve 
.. ,J. P. McKinaly. ,JJlC9b Smith. ineidentally, 

who was reeve dur~ ita ~iod as a village, 

1' :became the first rouney ~asden from Ridge
town. 

• 
11

, lllti ( '.-. ') ! , 
W~l waa juat ,.~,uGeorge• how 
,,t J ~ 9/. our listeners ~,znp~ ~tpr &. N. 
j Young. .The doctor. a . 1bla · qld g~ptleman, 

· JUwu'·born in Ridgeto~ and ~ore graduat
ing in medicine taagbt• .. m the old High 
School. In my father's book of "Memories," 

... 

the doctor tells of the first brick building in 
Ridgetown. which in later years becam~ a 
Chinese laundry. The doctor also ment10ns 
his first teacher, E. B. Harrison, who beca 
county school inspector !or Kent. 

SILCOX-Speaking of old timers . . . one cannot 
pass up Mr. Phil Bowyer. .Mr. Boyer always 
played a prominent part in Ridgetown and 
East Kent affairs and was editor of the 
Ridgetown Standard from 1880 to 1894 and 
of the Dominion from 1895 to 1917 when he 
sold the Dominion to E. V. Bingham, the 
present editor. He was elected to the On
tario Legislature in 1905 and 1908. Few pub
lic movements making for the growth and 
betterment of the town failed to receive his 
energetic support. 

ANNOUNCER-Did Ridgetown ever receive any 
serious setbacb 1 , 

\V ATSON-We had two rather bad fires that 
practically wiped out our :M:.Sin Street ... 
one in May, 1882 •.• after that fire both sides 
of the street were re-built, with a series of 
buildings, known as the Union Block. But 
in October, 1899, another fire destroyed the 
north side of Main Street, taking all the fine 
three-storey blocks located there. These 
buildings were all promptly replaced, how
ever. 

MAYOR SILCOX-It was back in those days th~ 
Ridgetown had its famous lacrosse team. N~ 
many of our listeners may remember that 
team, but I am told they used to trim every
thing as far east as Woodstock, and as far 
west as Detroit. Our bowling club used to 
be quite good too, and in fact they still are. 
. •. Ridgetown. you know, was honoured 
with having visits from a group of British 
bowlers, on two occasions . • . the only small 
town in Canada having that honour. 

WATSON-That's right .•. s.nd I have often 
heard my father speak of the O'Neill fam
ily . •• the town's best athletes. Billy was 
a runner and Mike was a star performer at 
all Caledonia gamea in the vicinity. Joe was 
the youngest and his hop-steP-Qnd-jump re-

• 
1 

cord for the distriet still stands unbeaten. 

ANNOUNCER- Well, gentlemen, you seem to 
have done very well. There are a couple of 
other things around Ridgetown, that our Al
manac writer intends to .broadcast BOOn ~ • 
such as the gwsware display at Lee Simp-

.b ""'---1--son'a and the agrieultmalfarm. uUUl&IS for 
:~· being with us and drop in again. ~. ta 

ANNOUNCER--When the big liner Iale de 
France, arrived at Halifax last week, it 



brought back several members of the armed 
forces from Kent County. With them was 
the first member of the Canadian Women's 

( Army Corps to go overseas, from Chatham. 
She is Private Florence Shulver, back after 

~ two years and eight months' service in Bri:
ain and on the continent. We know she 1s 
glad to be back home again, so we won't ask 
that question, but what we would like to 
know ... was your experience as a member 
of the CW AC interesting, Miss Shulver 1 

~nss SHULVER- It really was ••. one that I 
shall never forget, and I do think that those 
of us who were fortunate in getting overseas, 
can back up our boys when they say, "It was 
no picnic.'' ,

1 
• (J r 1 { 1 ·~ 

1 '{.1 •. • IIJ, II • J f'. f' . f' 

ANNOUNCER-We understand you reverted in 
rank to go to Belgium. When did you aniye 

' • r I t here, Miss Shulver ? . , •· . 

MISS SHULVER-1 joined my unit the Second 
Echelon and landed in France last October, 

• at what we learned later, was the ~ pre
fabricated harbour, floated over from Eng
land after D Day. We travelled through 
France by truck, passing such places ~ Caen, 
Falaise, Lille and Aemien~-battlefields made 

( .. famous by our Canadian boys, in this and the 
i Jut war. .I 1 r · • , )(I , 'I 

I 'J t I! • •, j (l I' ~ J 

ANNOUNCER-Were you in Belgium most of 
' the time-? '•• 

1· . 
MISS SHUL VER-Our headquarters were at 

Antwerp, but later we moved to Aalst. Life 
there was very quiet, nothing like the time 
epent at Antwerp. . .. "' o 

:.ln ,: , 1 I . • 
ANNOUNCER-I see ... you ran into something 

, t here? . , J .BomQs, I IW.PPOSQ? "J - 11 Of.'1 A U 

MrSs SHUL VER-.-MosUy bombs, t he de;#ana 
" were t rying to' clear th~,·~stu~ry arid !\-nt

Jl.. werp took an awful ~un<fing~ Fo,rtJnately, 
;.fl·,, , a,. h 'l 'll • . I A,._ ~ T f t h 

. our da~~ge, w~ ,.;mg ~ ., .. . , x,ew, o1 e 
..., ' CW AC's ·wUre l1n,.t by 6Ym$" i Yass, 

1 
but no 

. ~Ti: I) l · casualtJC:S r esulted. 
..._.;,., ' )J'~'l f Cl.U.. I ,'/{. , ~f:ol ) II. ' i 1 W / J-.. .A}ql'i.uUNC'ER-'D1a you qave l!lmllar exper1~nces 

h. ~hile in. EngJa'n~r ,1 ,._: ,.. • .,. r' . 
MISS SHULVER- A' Jittle ... when we arrived 

hr England, we .:O.ere bilJeted off the Strand. 
, Buzz bombs 'landed freqaently 'aro'and •us . .• 

(_ 
several hit the bmbankment and bounced in

r to ~he ri¥er . We y,rere fortunate tper~, too, 
:...

1 
on'" one of our girls WWJ 'hurt .. 

j Y .. r .• :rr ..... u .,, • ,r • . Jll•,. ' 

ANNOUNCER-Tell us, Miss Shulver ... did you 
meet any Chatham or Kent County boys or 
girls in your travels? 

MISS SllUL VER-I can't recall any Kent girls. 
Lieut. Doug. Barlow and Sergt. Lloyd Sper
gin, both of Chatham, were with our unit. 
Oh, yes, I did meet Sergt. Evelyn Mickie, of 
Wallaceburg. The folks there will remem
ber her as Evelyn Thorton. I also met Dor
othy Rawlings, some months ago. 

ANNOUNCER- Were you thrilled when told that 
you were returning to Canada? 

' ' 

:rtUSS SHUL VER-lndeed I was, but l would like 
to have s~o fhe job through. 

' • J. • 

Our trip to England was quite interesting. 
' \ We boarded• a plane at Brussels and flew to 

a point in Gerniany to discharge anny per
sonnel. 

At certain times the pilot took the plane 
down, in order that we might see some of 
the damage caused to the Gcnnan cities, by 
our allied bombe:rs. One month after I ar
rived back in England, I was on my way 
home. ~'-: r, "• 

r· 

ANNOUNCER-And glad to be here, I'll venture. 
Have youo a word you would like to say to 
our listeners? 

MISS SHULVER--Just thank!! for the lovely par
cels and gifts, sent to me white away. They 
were aU appreciated. 

ANNOUNCER-And thanks to you, Miss Shul
ver. You are the first member of the Cana
dian Women's Army Corps, to appear on our 

t1 program. and we are glad to have you with 
us. 

MIS& &HliliVERt-'J:haDk~you . .. . I. am honour-
., ed. 1 H J •'II i' l,S < · ltt•'tduqtKl 

ANN<hrnciR...:fso end~. Chapter Twenty' . . . • 
n ' :Xe"n't'bfunty ll'amYf Almanac l~Ves1 t~e air 

1to ' 'r!H\rn next ThuriJ(laY. ~me time. ~ere 
~~ iJ ;;J;; tho~lit"fcW't~t? <fa~· . ' ,~ . ''1N ~OUTH 
WE~RN". tN XGEWE UNDERSTAND." 
Until next ~ursday,· this is Paul Hanover, 
your announcl!r, saying, ''lots of luck and 
keep smiling." 

Kent County. l'amUy Alma Me h8s • bee• 
brought tp you, through the courtesy of the 
Cauad• ucll)ominio~ Sugar Company, Chat-
ha~a an~ '\V'aDaeel)urg. , d , r m • 

.. Thfs is CFco." ( , ... 1 .,, r r,, .~ 

-

7 

--· 
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CHAPTER 21. 

REPRINT OF BROADCAST OVER CFCO 
Thursday, July 5th, 1945. 

ANNOUNCER-Presentin~ "Kl'nl County Fnm
ily Almanac." 

THEME--"F1orentine." 
(In and hold back of announcer) 

ANNOUNCER-Reflecting the rhythm and flow 
of this great agricultural county und thoMc 
surrounding it ... comes Kent County Fam-
ily Almanac ... a program that changes as 
the community changes .. . alin- with YiYid 
pictures of our towns, ou r city and our peo
ple ... Anything and everything that hap
pens in this rich-garden land of Ontario i~ 
.;-!'ist for the mill of the AlmPnnc. 

THEME-(Up--then fade back a!-1 announcer con
tinues). 

( ANNOUNCER-Tonight ... you wm hear a 
story from Howard Township, as Chapter 
1\venty-one unfolds a drama of pioneer days 
... A young Chatham sailor, who has been 
in the servi~e since 1940, tell~ of his many 
trips acros~ the Atlantic, and, we will w<>l
come back several Kent County herO('S who 
returned to their homes this week ... We 
have two guests in our studio who will bring 
you a variety of musical numbers ... It's a 
truly hot weather program, folks, so stay 
tuned in •.. then drop us a card and tell us 
how you liked this particular Chapter of 
your Family Almanac. 

' 

THEME-(Up to end). 

ANNOUNCER-Our Almanac group of entertain
ers are taking a rest t his week and we have 
with us tonight two guests. First, we pre
sent 18-year-old Doug Hanley, student at 
the College Institute here in Chatham. 
Doug's piano artistry is acknowledged in the 
district as you will hear in his playing of 
"Vierynese Waltz," one of the popular light 
claSSICS. 

DOUG-Plays. 

ANNOUNCER- That was Doug Hanley guest 
pianist, playing Viennese Waltz. ' 

ANNOUNCER- Dur ing our broadcast on Ridge . 
town, last Thursday night, we touched brief-

Chatham, Ontario 
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ly on early events in Howard Township. 
There, however, your Almanac writer, found 
~uch a wealth of material that this cba~ 
ter can be regarded as a continuation of what 
we mentioned a week ago. 
It waa not until after the war of 1812, that 
the southern part of the townsh\p ahowed 
any signs of settlement. Here, a8 elsewhere, 
free grants of land were offered to settlers, 
seeking a new home, in a new country. 

VOICE AS JAMES-Yes. and we out in Nova 
Scotia, certainly picked up our ears at that 
offer. 

ANNOUNCER-Huh? ... Say who are you? 

JAMES-James Woods IS my name. My dad and 
uncle, Joseph and Robert Woods were about 
the first settlers around these parts. Way 
back in 1816, when things were getting kinda 
tough out on the east coast, we folks heard 
about this rich land being offered to eettlers, 
~o up and packed and came out. 

VOICE AS JOSEPH-Yes son, and the country 
was a tough one to travel through, from To
ronto wcstwnrds. It was worth it when we 
spotted that stretch of land going down to 
the lake. Kind of made a lump come to your 
throat and talk about likely lookin' soil. Why 
-you could just feel its strength holdin' it 
in your hands. 

VOICE AS ROBERT-My nephew there cut t he 
first trees in that country. I believe the town 
of Morpcth sprung up in later years right 
nenr that spot he cleared. 

ANNOUNCER-And thus began the set tlement 
of South Howard. However, with the ap
proach of fall, the Woods returned to their 
homes in the East. 

JOSEPH-We weren' t givin' up. No, sir •.• 
Just. went back to Nova Scotia to goet the 
fam1ly and tell other folks about t his won
derful part of the country. 

JAMES-:-{Laughing) ... . Boy- how the Cull 
~amlly stood around with their mouths hang
mg open, when they hea.rd of the opportuni-



ties up here. They packed up their t hings 
and were ready to go with us before you 
could say Jack Robinson. 

ROBERT- Kind of glad to have company, too. 
Come to think of it. Mor peth i~ s ituated 
r ight whcr~ t hey settled. We Woods had 
our land on what's now Talbot Street. That's 
progress for ya. Who wou lda' thought? 

JOSEPH- 'Twasn't long before we had our first 
industry. Nick Cornwall built our first mill, 
and then John Desmond came. There's one 
! ella that really went places too. Earl Des
mond your present Member of Parliament, 
is a descendant. 

ANNOUNCER-But along the ·'Ridge," f urther 
to the north, an earlier pioneer development 
was showing signs of life. Into that locality 
had moved, among others, t he Palmers, the 
Watsons, and William Marsh,-long known as 
the pioneer of Ridge Road. William Marsh, 
who became known among the settlers, as 
"Daddy," had a wonderful imagination, an
other Baron Munchausen ! 

VOICE OF DADDY-I wouldn't say t hat now. 

ANNOUNCER-Well, Hello, Daddy. Say, now, 
what brought you out to these parts in t he 
first place ? 

VOICE AS DADDY -I climbed a tall tree, looked 
around and saw this land, and made straight 
for it. 

LADY'S VOICE-Daddy, you're the worst old 
liar the Lord ever Jet live. 

ANNOUNCER-And Mrs. Marsh, you have had 
plenty of opportunity to say that, from what 
we hear. Say, Daddy, how about a yarn, now 
that you're around, in this year of 1945 ? 

DADDY-Did I ever tell you of the time me and 
a pal, crossed Lake Erie on the ice? It 
took us three days to do it. When we s tarted 
all we had was enough food for a day and 
that's all. At night we built a fire and cook
ed our meal. 

ANNOUNCER-Now .•. wait a minute ••. if 
you only had food, where did you get the 
wood, when you were in the middle of the 
Iaker 

DADDY-Now I might be mistaken there but 
we did eat and made the trip all right: 

ANNOUNCER-I might have known I couldn't 
throw you. What a swell couple Mr. and 
Mrs. Marsh must have made, folks. Mrs. 
Marsh, who lived to be 104 years old, was 
a wonderful old lady, and a true pioneer. 

In those early days, there were no stores 
nearby, and often she used to do her shop-

ping in Toronto--a distance of 185 miles-
carrying a load both way~. When she was 
101 years old, the Town of Ridgetown and 
Howard Town!4hip honored her, at a spec¥ 
j.!athering where she was presented with nl 
dais and congratulations, by the government 
and King Edward V. 

ANNOUNCER- Life in Howard Township wa~ 
fast approaching, what might then be term
ed a modern stage. Kerosene lamps replaced 
tallow candles, and every farm house had a 
Rpinning wheel. The women spent much 
time spinning wool into yarn, which was 
made into cloth, on hand looms, for the fam
ily ward robe. 

Before open fireplaces in the crude log cabin, 
the farmer and his wife, with their sons and 
daughters, spent long winter evenings in 
singing or conversation. By chance, some
one had a musical instrument of some sort, 
and neighbor~ came for miles around to 
spend an evening, as the musician sang and 
played. 

McNAUGHTON (Your Part)-At the beginning 
of the paragraph "Before the open fire
places"-you approach the mike playing soft
ly, "Peek-a-Boo Waltz", and by the time you 
r each the mike increase your tune to natural 
playing. 

Play until signal to stop. 

ANNOUNCER- As time rolled on, the develop
ment of Southern Howard was NOT parti
cularly rapid. One or two mills were erected 
by progress1ve settlers, who ground their 
wheat, and their neighbors' between heavy 

stones, made for just such a purpose. A few 
stores and blacksmith shops began to dot 
the locality and as the production of wheat 
grew larger, with the clearing of the forests, 
a number of small distilleries made their ap
pearance. Their product sold for 25 cents 
a gallon. 

VOICE (shaded)-"1 was a blacksmith . back in 
the early 30's. I used to make bells, which 
the pioneers placed on their farmhouses to 
call in the men from the fields at meal-time. 
When the farmers bought these bells at my 
shop, they usually visited a nearby distillery 
and for want of a better vessel to hold the 
liquid in, they used the bells-carrying them 
by the "clnpper"-the bells generally held 
about two gallons." 

ANNOUNCER- The styles of wearing apparel, 
both in texture and design were then of a 
very primitive nature. The fabrics were 
spun and. woven at home, probably from thljr 
sheep ratsed locally, whose wool when eli~ 
ped, would be the occasion of a "carding 
bee." 



MAN'S VOICE-"Say, Maw, now that you have 
that stuff made into cloth, what arc you go· 
ing to do with it? 

( .DY'S VOICE-"IIenry, you just run along, 
I'm going to dye it." 

( 

AN.:\'OUXCER-And a few weeks later, Henry 
appeared in his Sunday be~t. a beautiful but· 
t<'rnut brown.-dyed in lye---and fashioned 
into a suit, by the womenfolk. 

1\lany Scotch famili<'s settled in Howard. The 
flrst to arrive were the McKinlays_. who took 
up land between the Ridge and Talbot Street. 
Then came the Campbells. 

VOICE-The Camerons. 

VOICE-The McDonalds. 

VOICE-And the McGregors. 

ANNOUNCER-And so the central portion of the 
township bt>Came rapidly and thick\r set
tled. Further to the north in the ,·icinity of 
Botany, the McBrayne family settled in the 
Block Concession. They were followed by 
the McKerralls, the Simontons, and the 
Arnolds ... Wolves and wild-cats roamed the 
woods, making travel by night hazardous and 
terrifying .. . Let Crowell Wilson, one of 
the old-timers, tell the story .•• 

"It was a common thing, at night, to hear 
wolves howling near what is now, the most 
populous section of Ridgetown. Hogs and 
cattle were attacked in their pens and many 
settlers lost their only live stock in this way. 

One year I had a job of building a house for 
Richard Boothroyd, on the sixth concession. 
I had a yoke of oxen with me and tied them 
outside the new house, that I was working 
on. I was alone and when the wolves came. 
I made as much noise as possible, trying to 
drive them off. They drew nearer, so I took 
the oxen inside and the wolves in rage and 
disappointment barked and howled around 
the shack until day-light." 
(pause). 

ENGINEER-With the oeginning of the sen
tence-"! was alone and ... " start record
Wolves-and continue till "howled until day
light." ..• . .. ... ..,, 

< 

ANNOUNCER-And then came 1875 ..• Ridge
town had grown and became incorporated as 
a village with a population of 1,027. The 
Canada Southern Railway was built through 
the district and the Township presented fea
tures which few others could boast, in those 
early days. With the extension of railroad 
facilities, there came a change in the spirit 
of those pioneers and their ambitions and as
pirations grew anew. Other villages sprang 
into existence, and Morpeth and Ridgetown 

bloomed into pro~pcrou~ communities. Trut· 
. .. they have had their set-backs but with 
a Rtcady impulse their interests have moved 
forward to the high state of development, 
in which tht·y ar<' to-day. Through it all ... 
new settll'rs continued to arrive and every
where could he heard the appeal of the 
pioneer . . . 

BOB McNAUGHT0!'-1-Comel\ in singing, one 
\'erse-"Give Me Land, Lots of Land." 

ANNOUNCER- And so. neighbors, ends our lit
tle drama on early life in Howard Township. 
Music heard was played and sung by Smiling 
Bob McNaughton. 

ANNOUNCER-Il's time now for all our listen
ers, through the medium of your Almanac, 
to welcome back several Kent County boys 
who returned from overseas this week. 

Welcome to--

Private C. J. Brown. Dresden; 

Private F. P. Carron . Wallaccburg; 

Private D. J. Galbraith, Ridgetown; 

Private H. A. Moore, Dresden; 

Private J . H. Osborne. Blenheim; 

Private P. L. Peltier, Tilbury; 
Private D. A. Maynard, 67 Bedford Street, 
Chatham; 
Sapper I. J . Stewart, 221 Colborne Street, 
Chatham; 
Corp. W. H. Penfold, Ridgetown; 
Gunner A. E. Plt>tsch, 237 Park Street, ('hat· 
ham; 

Gunner 11. J. Wilton, Bothwell; 

Private A. W. Wright. Thamesville; 

Flying Officer Lionel G. Sedgman, Chatham; 

Lieut. Nursing Sister Flora Richards, Har
wich Township; 

And we have a visitor in our studio. He is 
Able Seaman Wilfred Trethaway, of New
bury. Come in, Wilfred, and say "hello" to 
the folks. 

TRETHA WAY-"Hello" to all the folks around 
Newbury . 

ANNOUNCER- Here is Leading Stoker Jack 
Turner, of the Royal Canadian Navy, back at 
his home, 213 Wellington Street, Chatham, 
on 58 days' leave prior to leaving for the 
Pacific. Welcome back, Jack ... Tell us ..• 
how long have you been in the service? 

TURNER- I enlisted soon after war broke in the 
Essex-Scottish but they kicked me out be
cause I was too young ... so I joined the 
Navy ... jn 1940. 

l 



ANN0UNCEH-And on the go ever since. I sup
pose after you got your preliminary train
ing (if that's what they call it in the navy) 
you w~r«> allsigm•d to a llhip. Did you mak~ 

~ many crolllling~? 

TUHNER-21 trips ... on convoy duty most of 
the time. 

ANNOUNCER-Say ... that sounds like a lot 
of sea. Ha\'e ·any trouble at any time? 

TURNEH-Oh, a little. A glider-bomb went 
clean through one of our ships . . . and a 
bomb dropped immediately aft while I was 
on another and shook everybody up but r 
got off without a scratch both times. 

ANNOUNCER-You mentioned two ships. How 
many were you on? 

TURNER-Three altogether. The one I am as
signed to now (I won't tell you her name) 
. .. she is getting ready for the Pacific, the 
Lethbridge and the Athabasca. 

ANNOUNCER-The Athabasca? Wasn't that 
one of the ships we lost? 

TURNER-Yes ... but I wasn't on her then .. . 
I had been assigned to one of the other ships 
sometime b~fore. 

ANNOUNCER-Jack ... we are just a bit curi
ous ... I know what that one ribbon and 
clasp stands for ... returned men are all 
wearing them . . . but what does the other 
ribbon and clasp mean? 

TURNER-Service in the Mediterranean area. 

ANNOUNCER-So ... you were down there? 

TURNER-For a while ... that's where we ran 
into most 'Jf our trouble. 

ANNOUNCER- What is there about the sea 1 
Once a sailor always a sailor, they say. 

TURNER- Guess it must be in the blood. I sail
ed the lakes as a kid out of Erieau for a 
while ... so did my dad. He is still in the 
Navy, and he also served in the last war. 

ANNOUNCER-Well, say .... that's something. 
Tell the folks your Dad's name. Maybe 
somebody will know him. · 

TURNER- The folks around here know him as 
Bill Turner, aged 53. 

ANNOUNCER-Where is he now Jack? 

TURNER- In Belfast ... getting ready to bring 
back a ship. He is going to the Pacific, too. 

ANNOUNCER-You can't beat that, folks .•. 
When Canadians like Jack and his father. 
after all their Rervice, Ret out for the Pacific 
. . . we-1-1 ... the war against the Japs wi.V' 
soon be over. \ 

ANNOUNCER (continuing)-By the way, neigh
bors, Jack, here, was that good looking sailor 
you saw on the Family Almanac float in the 
parade in Chatham on Monday. With him 
were Pilot Officer Cliff Wright of Cedar 
Springs and 213 Wellington Street, and Corp. 
Paul Horton, 56 Dover Street. Both are em
ployed at the Sugar Company ... and Jack 
Turner is working there too, while on leave. 
(Laughing) Getting a little money to spend 
in the Pacific on those Philippino gals, Jack? 

TURNER (Laughing back)-No thanks •.. I got 
a wife and one child. 

ANNOUNCER-Oh, Oh, Good luck and good 
night, Jack. 

TURNER-Good Night, Paul. 

ANNOUNCER-Doug Hanley is seated before the 
piano ready to play the beautiful and deli
cate "Claire de Lune." Our guest artist 
plays this number with masterly skill . .. 
the soft melodius notes rising in volume and 
harmony under his clc\'er touch. Here he 
is: 

DOUG-Plays. 

ANNOUNCER-Thank you. Doug. 

ANNOUNCER-Did you know that rationing of 
new farm machinery and equipment is NOW 
limited to 25 items? 

VOICE-The ot"der went into effect July 1 ..• 
and is in keeping with the policy of the War
time Prices and Trade Board, to remove the 
restrictions as soon as the supply warrant 
it. The 25 articles still rationed are in short 
supply and permission of the regional farm 
officer must be obtained to purehase the 
items. The Jist includes corn pickers, trac
tor plows, tiller and harrow plows, hay load
ers, potato sprayers, pressure water pumps 
and others. 

ANNOUNCER-Canada's sugar situation. 

VOICE-Only ten pounds of sugar will be allow
ed consumers f or canning purposes tbis year. 
That's a drop of pounds from last year. 
Reductiol'lSI effected to meet the decreased 
supply is being shared by civilian consumers, 
members of the armed forces, all industries 
and quota users. In order to meet this in~ 
crease next year, sugar beet production mus'
be greater, ration administration officials 
point out. 
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ANNOUNCER-Spring s<.'eding delayed by hot 
weather. 

·m cE-H<.'a\·r rainfall!\, the farmers' most re
lcntJ<'gs enemy, prO\"ed to be a record this 
year. During the planting season- -April 15 
to June 15---a total of 11.49 inches of rain 
fell . . . Thi:. is almost one solid foot of water 
... more than two inch<.'s above the 9.38 of 
19·13. Our farmers hope it will never be 
equalled. 

Howev(~r. early repor ts have been very en
couraging and latt'st sur vey indicate good 
crops in many distr icts. Truly .•. Kent 
County as well as being proud of her fighting 
sons . . . can boast of her fighting fa rm ers 
as well. 

ANNOUNCER-Bob McNaughton has something 
on h is mind. It looks as t hough one of his 
cowboy songs is coming up. What ia it to 
be, Bob? 

BOB-How ahout "Back in the Saddle Again ." 

ANNOUNCER-Start a-strumming t hen. 

BOB-Plays. 

, ...... -~---··--------------------------------------·--------------·-----·~ 
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(At the end of hi!'\ number) Bob says-

"1 have another little number , Paul, maybe 
the folks would like to h<.'ar. It's a request 
number , "J>i!'\tol Pack ing Mama." 

ANNOUNCER-Go right ahead ... we have an
other couple of minutes. 

BOB-Plays. 

ANNOUNCER-so ends Chapter Twenty-one . . . 
Kent County Family Almanac ... We leave 
the air at this time to return again next 
Thursday at 9 p.m. with another interesting 
story. Meanwhile, your thought for the day 
... "TilE STRENGTH OF A NATION BE
GAN IN THE HOMES OF ITS PIONEERS." 
Thanks to Doug a nd Bob for being with us 
... and until next Thursday, this is Paul 
Hanover, your announcer, saying, "Iota of 
good luck and keep smiling." 

Kent County Family Almanac has been 
brought to you through the courtesy of t he 
Canada and Dominion S ugar Company, Chat
ham and Wallacebur~. 

This is CFCO. 

SOME 
FUTURE BROADCASTS 

• PIONEERS OF KENT. 
• CALEDONIA SETTLEMENT 
• KENT PERSONALITIES. 
• TOWN OF THAMESVILLE 
• VILLAGE OF MERLIN 
• TOWN OF m GHGATE 

AND OTHERS 

--- ~------·--- ·~ . ~ 

--~-----------------·----··-

l 
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CJIA PTER 22. 

REPRINT OF BROADCAST OVER CFCO 
Thunday, July 12th, 1945. 

ANNOUNCER-Prcsentiug " Kent County F~tm
ily Alma nac." 

TIIEME-"Fiorentine" 
(In and fade back of announcer) . 

A NNOUNCER-Reflecting t he rhythm and flow 
of this grea t agricultural county and those 
surrounding it . . . comes Kent County Fam-
ily Almanac . . . a program that change.-, as 
the community changes .. . alive with pic
tures of our towns, our city and our people. 
. .. Anything and ever ything that happens 
in t his r ich garden-land of Ontario is grist 
for th<' mill of the Almanac. 

TH EME-(Up then fade back as announcer con
tinues) . 

( -~NNOUNCER-It's Chapter 22 tonight, folks. 
and while our story does not per tain to Kent 
County, it is t old by a Cha tham nurse who 
has t ravelled far and wide in the Arm<'d ser
vices . . . You will also hear from a young 
lady who is doing her share on the hom<' 
front while the boys a re away ... There is a 
long list of Kent County boys who 1\re re
t urning home this week and some who have 
already arrived . . . Our music department 
brings you the old "ongs . . . t he kind you 
like to hear . . . So sing them with us, neigh
bors, it's your program. 

THEME-(Up to end). 

ANNOUNCER-O>rine Caron and Bob Claus a re 
back again to sing for you .•. C<>rine opens 
the musical portion of our prograra with t he 
lovely and always popular "Tosti's Serenade." 
Mrs. Bryce Kendrick will accompany her a t 
the piano. 

CORINE--Sings. 

ANNOUNCER-And now Bob Claus . . . Bob goes 
sentimental on us as he asks .• . "Did You 
Happen to Find a Heart?" 

CLA U5--Sings. 

.{ ANNOUNCER-Tonight . .. we welcome back a 
large number of Kent County boys from over-

Chatham, Ontario 

(35) 

seas. When the big lin('r Queen Ma ry ar
r ived at New York Wednesday she broughl 
back some 5,000 Canadian troops. Special 
trains left immediately carrying the boys to 
their various homes in the Dominion. In
cluded in the list were 40 men from variouro; 
part~ of the county who were expect ed t o 
arrive in Lor.don betwt.en 5:30 a iid 6 :00 1 ...... 

and at Chatham at 10 :30 tonight. 

ANNOUNCER- The following are returning tr, 
their homes on a 30-day lt•ave prior to duty 
in the Pacific area: 

Prh•a te H. L. Eskritt, Rural Route 3, Ridyr
town ; 

Priva te W .S. Huff. Rural Route 3, Thamrs
ville; 

Privat e It W. Jnme~. Hural Route 3, M<>rlin; 

Pr ivate 0. E. J essop, Rural Route 7, Chat
ham; 

Private D. J. Pencock. Thamesville; 

P rivate l\1. Stonefish, Rural Route 3, Thames
ville; 

Sergt J . L. Seymour, 39 Emma Street, Chat
ham; 

Sergt. K. S. Ra ntle, 40 Degge Street, Chat
ham; 

Private M. L. Armstrong, Mer1in ; 

Private W. J. Drooks, 47~ Pine St reet , Cha t
ham ; 

Private E. W. Cart~r. Pain Court; 

Priva~e C. E . Gibson, 18 Dcggc Street , Chat
ham ; 

Privale S. :ilenry, Runl J? out£. Tham~-"~v ill t · 
' 

Private C. D. Livingston, Rural Route 3, 
Chatham ; 

Private N. A. Marchand, Lyon Avenue, Til
bury; 

Corporal C. F. Peltier. · 217 Fraser St reet, 
Chatham ; 

Private L. Peters, Walpole Is land ; 



Snppt'a' J. H. Sindnir, 103 Popla•· Stt·ect, Chat
bam; 

PriHtlc U. II. TlwmJ•~•n. ~o:~ Patt,•:wn Avt-., 
t 'hat ham; 

Prhate E. E. Turner, J 12 Vun Allt>n Avenue. 
('hatham; 

l'ti' :1tc D. Mc:Duwdl, Thamesvillc. 

JnclutiL•d in the group are tht• following lib
t•ral<'d prisoner:~ of yar: 

Private J. n. Cyslea·, Tilbury; 

turporal T. G. HumJJhrey, Bothwell; 

Corporal G. K Labonte, Tilbury ; 

Private R. J. Mackenzie, Hural Route 4, 
Thamesville ; 

Corporal Clare D. Percy, 20% Lorne Avenue, 
.Chatham; 

Private 1\f. F. Reid, Rural Route 1, Wheatley; 

Corporal D. A. Henderson, lOG Patteson Ave., 
Chatham; 

Private A. H. l..t'Wi!'. 1025 Elizabeth Street, 
Wallaceburg; 

Private II. W. :::iherrah, Blenheim ; 

Corporal E. A. Toles, Wallaceburg; 

Corporal L. n. 1\liller, 72 Princess Street, 
Chatham; 

Sapper A. J. Willick, Bothwell ; 

Others returning for various duty or di~
c harges: 

Corporal J. Greene, Rodney ; 

Sapper D. A. Andrews, Ridgetown ; 

Craftsman H. E. Hunter, Wardsville ; 

Lieutenant J. R. McVeigh, 130 Park A venue, 
Chatham ; 

Captain C. E. Stewart, Rural Route S, Chat
ham ; 

Company Quartermaster Sergt. C. T . Doud· 
reau, Wallaceburg; 

Acting Captain J. E. Steinbuckly. Chatham ; 

Flight Lieut. Glen Gardiner, R.R. 4, Merlin : 

Another ship, the lie De France is expected 
to dock at Halifax on Saturday and a second 
group of Chatham and district servicemen 
will arrive. These men are not expected to 
reach London until early next week. 

Among them are the following liberated pris
onerM of war: 

Private II. l... Clark, 31 Lansdowne A venue. 
Chatham; 

-

Pt·ivale J. II. Elli~on. 193 Murray Stret:t, 
Chatham; 

('urporul M. 1\i~h. Rural Routt· 4, Bothw( 

Also tht• following who will !'!pend n 30-duy 
leavt• before lea\·ing for duty in the Pacific: 

('umpany Sergt.-Majur W. It llud~on , Rural 
Houtt• 1, Chatham; 

Sergt A. 1\1. Pattison, Drt>!!den; 

( ' raftsmnn E. E. Barrette. 197 King Street, 
Chatham; 

Corp. It L. Beech, 551 Quet'n Strtet, Chat
ham; 

Private J . M. Boyel', 184 !.~ Thames Street, 
Chatham; 

Corp. C. L. Carrico. 15 Thelma A venue, Chat
ham; 

Private C. L. Cole, Wallaceburg ; 

Private C. De Maeyer, Rural Route 3, Tupper
ville; 

Private E . Little, 301 St. Clair St., Chatham; 

Private l ... G. Phair, Rural Route 2, Tupper
ville; 

Private J . D. Alderton. Bothwell ; 
and Captain J. F. ltichnrdson, Tilbury. 

To all these men, Welcome Home ..• KeN{' 
County is waiting for you. 

ANNOUNCER-We believe everybody is going 
to enjoy the next portion of our program ... 
Greg Roberts, of Toronto, who plays a piano 
just for the fun of it, dropped into our studio 
just to look around ... Now Greg doesn't pre
tend to play the classka . .. he just plays 
anything that. comes into his mind. When 
we a sked him to play for us he made up a 
medley of the old songs and we want you 
out there on the air to sing therr.. Remem
ber these .. . 

ROBERTS-Starts with "Daisy," "East Side 
West Side," "WhP.n You and I were Young 
Maggie," "I want a Girl." 

ANNOUNCER-Thunk you, Greg Roberts or To
ronto. 

ANNOUNCER- And now our story-
"Shangri-la" .•. that's the Rtory-book land 
where there is no such thing As war .•. and 
where no one grows old ... at least under 
200 years. (Pause). 

ENGINEER-At beginning of next paragraph 
by announcer ... come in with sound ettec(_ 
of plane zooming . .. start faintly at begin· 
ning and increase tempo as announcer con
tinues . .• 



AN NO UN CER-N ow ... ttwre mny II<' 110 nctu~tl 
"::lhangri-la" in thb world hut dunug the 
month of October last year, an airplane dip-

( ped out of the clouds over New Guinea's Jlol
lundia mountain range ... The pilot, a young 
A mel'ican officer, was apparently manoeuver
ing his plane as though hunting for l'!Ome. 
thing hundreds of feet below. (Paus' to al
low time for sound eiTt>et---tht•t.•e :-.econds) . 
Through the inter-communication system, 
the pilot spoke: 

VOICE-"There lies the hidden valley .. . a 
'Shangri-la,' I would ~ay." 

ANNOUNCER-And Mrs. Margaret Churchill of 
Chatham, Ontario, one of two nurse:~ in the 
plane, exclaimed ... 

MRS. CHURCHILL-"Why ... what a beautiful 
but terrifying place." 

ENGINEER-Cut sound effect. 

ANNOUNCER-And now that you arc back in 
Chatham, Mrs. Churchill, we would like to 
hear more of this mysterious valley ... Tell 
us ... how did you come to be in the plane 
that flew over these mountains last October? 

MRS. CHURCHILL-At the time, I was with an 
American hospital unit stationed at Bisk, off 
the Dutch New Guinea coast. We had heard 

( • about this valley and '>ne day, a pilot, a co
pilot, another nurse and myself set out to find 
it. After flying for about two hours and a 
half, we came down through the clouds and 
there was the valley ... a marvellous sight. 

ANNOUNCER-Sounds mtghty mteresting ... 
Now you just go ahead ... tell us anything 
that you am remember of the trip. 

MRS. CHURCillLL-The valley appearf'd to be 
about twenty miles long and possib;y five 
miles wide. It was completely surrounded br 
mountains probably 17.000 feet high ... at 
least, that is what the pilot said. We flew 
up and down the valley for half an hour tak
ing pictures, before returning to our base. 
The land in the valley appeared to be very 
fertile and extensively tilled with large irri
gation ditches running through it. When we 
came down out of the clouds to a height of 
possibly two thousand feet, the native ap
peared plenty scared. We could see them 
scampering off to their huts, which seemed 
to be made of straw. 

ANNOUNCER-Well ... what did these natives 
look like ... A war-like sort of tribe 7 

_1 "' tRS. CHURClULL-I couldn't tell from the 
""\... height we were flying. The men were carry

ing spears and seemed to be clothed only in a 
girdle or sort ot apron. The women were 

mon• of tht• Hawaiian type with lung 
:-~traight hair whkh i!i dill'erent from the 
kink\' hail' of llll' New Guilwn nativc:i. Then~ 
Wl•re- plenty of pigs about, probably their 
unly sourc<' of meat ~upply. 

ANNOUNCER-Mrs. Churchill, you ~aw tht• 
straw huts of these nath·es. Did vou !i~t· 
any othl' r buildings ... or what mfght ap
pt•ar to have bN•n btJilding:J? 

J\IRS. CHURCIIILL-1 forgot to mention that. Ali 
we flew deep into the valley we could sec 
:-.ton£> places that might ha\'e been amphi
theatres. Our pilots said they were prob
ably used by the natives for sports, for meet
mgs or for worshipping purposes. The moun
tain slopes were terraced and fieldR could be 
seen on most of these terraces. I have 
heard since that the women do most of the 
manual labor. 

ANNOUNCER-By the way . . . do you know who 
first disco,·ered the valley? 

MRS. CHURCHILL-We v. ere told that a Dutch 
pilot discovered the \'alley by accident. u~ 
n•ported it to the United States forees and 
an American pilot flew over it to chart the 
location. The plane I was in that day wa<~ 
one of the first to enter the valley after 
that. 

ENGINEER-(Come in with airplane effects on 
sentence starting "On May 13th." 

ANNOUNCER- Yes ... and since you saw it, 
Mrs. Churchill, the valley has become known 
the world over On May 13th of this year 
.. . another plane, a huge transport plane, 
flew into the valley. It carried 24 Army per
sonnel, on a sight seeing trip. After flyinr. 
over the valley, the plane tried to gain 
height to get over the mountain. Instead . 
it crashed into the jungles near the foot of 
one of those tremendous hills. (Pause) . 

ENGINEER-Cut sound effect

ANNOUNCER-Nineteen in the plane were kill
ed or died of injuries ... three survived .. . 
a beautiful hazel-eyed WAC and two com
panions, a United States Lieutenant and an 
Army Sergeant. For thirty days the three 
lived among the natives who turned out to 
be a very friendly tribe although only sign 
language was used to convey their wants. 

Then one day ..• paratroopers were drop
ped from the sky. They built long runwavs 
in the valley. After 47 days, the survivors 
were taken out by plane. The paratroopers 
followed a !ew days later by glider. The 
story is that when the planes and gliders 
landed to take out the survivors and the 
)Jnratroopers, husky native chieftains wept 
when they saw their white friends leave. 



But the st:ly in the valley was not without it'i 
lwrnor·ous ~ide of life. Here i11 what Alex 
<'nun, a rwwsrcl'l photographer for thl' 
Nt!llll'rluru.Js Indies Govemment, said: -

VOJ(:F~"fk-cau::~e male nutives wear little or no 
clot hcs, th<• paratroopers and survivors were 
ruistakt•n for women. The first duy the para
tr·ootx•rs landed, the natives got a crush on 
ont• ... a rather fine looking young fellow. 
A nati\'c J)Ut one arm around him and we 
could hPar sweet nottdngs being whispered 
in his ear. W{' decided a showdown WU!". 

ncc<'ssnry and the matter wns straightened 
out as to who was who. I had parachuted 
into the \'alley after t he accident to take 
tilms for my government. 

ANNOUNCER-And t hat, folks, is our story •.. 
As we have said there may be actually no 
"Shangri-la" in this world but what you, 
Mrs. Churchill, have just told us is more like 
the story-book "Shangri-la" than anything 
t-lse we have heard or read. · 

But, Mrs. Churchill, we can't let you go with
out hearing something about yourself. You 
hre a Chatham girl ... but where did you 
train for a nurse and when did you enlist., 

.MHS. CH URCHILL-I trained at the Henry Ford 
Hospital in Detr oit and enlisted as a nurse 
with t he United States Army in '43. It was 
wh ile f was stationed in New Guinea that 
I met my husband, Capt. Robert Winston 
Churchill. 

A NNOUNCER-Winston Churchill, eh? Any re
lation to the P rime Minister??? 

MRS. CH URCHILL-Oh, no ... the name i~ 
only a co-incident. 1\fy husba nd is a Doctor in 
the forces. 

ANNOUNCER- Well, t hank you very much, Mrs. 
Ch urchill, you have given us a r eal story 
a nd we a re happy t o have had the only Ca n
a dia n woma n with us who has seen this so
called "Sha ngri-la." 

ANNOUNCER- Evelyn Caron, Cor ine's sister , 
l.ang on our program some weeks ag o. Our 
listeners liked her a nd have asked to hear 
he r agai n. So her e Phe is with an old but 
popular number you all know. 

EVELYN-Sings "When I Grow Too Old To 
Dream." 

ANNOUNCER-Sh e is not a WAC ... Nor, is 
!>he a m ember of a ny branch of the a rmed 
forces but sh e IS DOING a j ob that is so 
essent ial in these days of war. You folks 
out on Rural Route No. 1, Thamesville, know 
h er ns the g irl who brings the mail .. . for 
~omc .... ma il from YOUI" ooyH overseas. 

~inc<' la11t Rt'Pl<'mb('r wht•n h('r father took 
ill and wa!i unable to t·arry on ... Sadit• 
Pumvhn•y has been on the jou in spite oJ 
all kinds of \Vl'athcr. Like all other postif( 
Sadit!'s motto i11 "The mail must go through . 
Sadie ... how old ar.• you? 

SADJE-,.I was 1H on ~larch 17 la~t. 
"! ''·. 

ANNOUNCER-St. Patrick's Day ... You're 
not Iri~h by an~· chnr:ct•'! 

SADIF~No .:. I am a Canadian. . - . 
ANNOUNCEH-W-e-1-1, !-.ay, Canadians are top!! 

these day~ anri I can S('e you are tops, too .. . 
Now don't be nervous, Sadie .. . Tell us, how 
many miles do you travel t>ach day and do 
you use a car? 

SADIE--27 miles . . . making about 100 calls. 

ANNOUNCER-Don't you ha\'e a helper .. . I 
could quit this announcing job. you know. 

SADIE-Most of the timt> I go alone. My broth
er did help me last winter, when the snow 
was bad. 

ANNOUNCER-S-A-Y . . . that must have been 
a tough job last winter. 

SADIE-It was terrific . .. many times I felt like.( 
giving up ... the snow was so deep. Gen
erally . .. the trip takes about three hours 
but some days last wintt'r it was eight to 
nine hours befor<' f finiilhed up. 

ANNOUNCER-Ever get stuck in the snow
drifts? 

SADIE-Occasionally. During the first week of 
January when everything uecame snow
bound, I stayed mostly on t he highwa ys and 
the folks f rom the. concessions a nd t own
lines used to meet me a nd get their mail. J 
didn't like that •.• my job is to get the mail 
t hroug h but t hey were all very k ind and pa
tient when I was late. · 

ANNOUNCER- A ny other girls or wome n on the 
routes out there? 

SADIE-Three other s, Mrs. Ruth Jackman, Mrs. 
Nora Lunn a nd Mrs. H elen Farrell. 

A NNOUNCER- And you are the youngest. By 
t he way, has your family any more like 
you? 

SA DIE-I have two brothers .. , they are t he 
youngest members of t he fa mily ... And 1 
have five sisters. 

ANNOUNCER- That's right .. . I DO know Fern, 
Ila a nti H elen. A nd lit"(• t hey doing a job. 1 



( 

1-hould know u<.-cause 1 cat at the Pitt, you 
know. 

Well, thanks for being with us tonight ... 
and don't forget if you ever need an assistant 
on that job I 'll be right there. I'll even 
shovel the snow. 

ANNOUN ' ER-Today .. . Mr. and 1\trs. Justu!! 
Munn, of Blenheim, celt•brate their 63rd wed
ding anniversary. Married at Blenheim, both 
haYe been residents of Harwich Township 
:\inc<> childhood. For them and as the closing 
number on our program Bob Claus sings the 
ever-popula r "In t he Gloaming." 

CLAUS-Sings. 

-
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for a free copy of th1s broadcast. Wl' leave 
the air at this time to ret urn again next 
Thursday at 9 p.m. 

Here's your thought for t he ciay . . . A 
r' RIEND TO EVEHYDODY IS A FRIEND 
TO NOBODY." 

So until next Thun~day. this is Pa ul Hanover, 
your announcer, sayi11g "Lots of good luck 
and keep smiling." 

Kent County Family Almanac has hcen 
brought to you through the courtesy of the 
Canada and Dominion Sugar Compnny, Chat
ham and Wa llaceburg. 

This is CFCO. THEME-(Up and hold back of Rnnounccr). 

ANNOUNCER-And ~>o ends Chapter 22 of your 
Almanac . .. if you have enjoyed it, write 

, TIIEME-(Up to end). 

KENT COUNTY 
FAMILY ALMANAC 

EVERY THURSDA Y- 9 TO 9:30P.M. 
OVER CFCO. 
CHATHAM, ONTARIO 

C!3 
11Get acquainted with your County 

and Your Neighbor." 
• 
~··•e••••••••··--·•··-··········•••••••••·•er··•••••ii+i+i+f+&+:a.a+i?.aa•··~ 

SOME 
FUTURE BROADCASTS 

• PIONEERS OF KENT. 
• CALEDONIA SETTLEMENT 
• KENT PERSONALITIES. 
• TOWN OF THAMESVILLE 

• VILLAGE OF :MERLIN 
• TOWN OF IITGHGATE 

AND OTHERS 

l 



CHAPTER 23. 

REPRINT OF BROADCAST OVER CFCO 

Thursday, July 19th, 1945. 

Chatham, Ontario 

ANNOUNCER-Prt>Renting "KE>nt C.ounty Fam
ily Almanac." 

THEME-"F1orentine." 
(In and hold back of announcer) 

ANNOUNCER-Reflecting the rhythm and flow 
of this great agricultural county and those 
surrounding it . . . comes Kent County Fam-
ily Almanac . . . a program that changes as 
the community changes ... alive with vivid 
pictures of our towns, our city and our peo
ple ... Anything and everything that hap
pens in thb rich-garden land of Ontario is 

( 01 irist for thr> mill of the Almanac. 

THEME-(Up---then fade back as announcer con
tinues). 

ANNOUNCER-Jt's milit:.ry night . .. and Chap
ter 23 of your Alm~nac brings you a brief 
story of the joh your boys and girls have 
done in the great struggle just ended in Eu
rope . . . Time will NOT allow us to men
tion all our Kent County heroes . . . and 
that's what they are, neighbors, heroes, every 
one . . . You will hear also from the officer 
commanding the First Kents when they or
ganized in 1939 ... Tenor soloist Bob Claus 
and Roy Guymer and his violin will bring 
you songs and music in close harmony with 
our picture tonight ... There's action and 
drama, folks, as we take you through ltaly, 
France and Belgium ... 

THEME-(Up to end). 

ANNOUNCER-When V-Day came this year ... 
everybody celebrated ... Bands played and 
people sang or danced on the streets ... In 
some places the lively "Victory Polka" was 
the most popular son~ of the day ... and 
here is Bob Claus to sing it for you ... his 
contribution to tonight's military program. 

\LA US-Sings. 

ANNOUNCER-Since your Family Almanac op
ened its chapters 23- weeks ago, we have 
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been happy to welcome home 317 fighting 
men and women from Kent County. We know 
we have not named all who have returned
perhaps you did not let us know when your 
boy or girl came back and we are only able 

• ~" _w,.,~,_,.,..,. ~ ltf"qp wh"qe name~ come to our 
-4 • .... tt. .. wAOn-- ~'..:~ 1 0 

"-• c:~!~I)Jl1 • I !t'll)(f ,. 

whether we ha\'e nam<'d you or not. 

On Sunday last. the hospital ship, the Letitia, 
docked at Halifax with several thousanrf 
more Canadians-On board the Letitia were 
six Kent \ounty boy., who may go into hos
pital at London and may not reach their 
homes for some days. Those to arrhe were: 

Capt. G. W. Cornell, 8 West Street, Chatham. 

Printe r t· Hooper, whose father Jives on 
Rural R, 2, Croton. 

Private W. D. Chute, of Wheatley. 

Private G. A. Gagner, Rural Route 1, Pain 
Court. 

Private R. E. Ryan, 36 Kendall Street, Chat
ham. 

Prh•ate S. R. Landuyt. a liberated prisoner of 
war, Rural Route 1. Tupperville. 

Other~ to arrive during the week were: 

Leading Wren Audrey Dow, daughter of Col
onel and Mrs. Nurse, King Street, Chatham. 

And Flight Lieut. J. R. Hughes, D.F.C., anrf 
Bar, Kent Bridge. 

And from the hospital ship, "E Mil" exoecterl 
to dock at Halifax this week: 

Private E. M. Hull, Morpeth; 

Private E. G . .Jones, Bothwell; 

and Corp. F. W. Whaley, Chatham. 

The last three mentioned are stretcher cases. 
(Pause). 

ENGINEER-Come in five seconds with busrle 
band (loud) then fade back. 

ANNOUNCER-This is the story of Kent Coun
ty's fighting sons and daughters-our tribute 



to those boys and girls who have done a great 
job overseas---some are back, some arc re
maining to finish the job they started while 
ot hers are going to the Pacific to clean up 
t he Jap menace. 

ENGINEER-Come in with "0 Canada.'' 

ANNOUNCER-(on signal)-Let us go back a 
few years---1938. Kent County IJaskcd in 
peaceful prosperity . . . her fi elds rich in 
crops so famous in this garden-land of Onta
rio. Like other peoples of the world, Kent 
County was watching the war clouds 
over E urope. Mussolini had, without 
provocation, sent his 3Waggcring troops into 
Ethiopia and t he hand of Fascism r~sled over 
all Italy. Hiller, the mad-man of Germany, 
was shouting defiance to all who opposed his 
Nazi ideas and preparing, as he hoped, to 
conquer the continent and eventually the 
world. Came 1939 ... Hitler looked a6out 
for a place to strike. He wanted an early and 
easy victory to build up German morale. He 
chose Poland ... and the world gasped with 
amazement as his motorized armies swept in
to and over that unprepared country. 

VOICE-But Britain was watching ... knowing 
the inevitable was drawing nearer. She, too, 
was unprepared but she had to stand by her 
allegiance to Poland. A warning was sent to 
Hitler to cease his ravages on a weaker na
t ion but t he Austr ian paper-hanger merely 
laughed. And then .. . on the morning of 
September 3, Neville Chamberlain announced 
to the world, "Great Britain is at war with 
Germany.'' (Pause). 

ENGINEER-(Come in with bugle call three 
seconds. 

ANNOUNCER- Immediately ... t he Dominions 
ra llied to the call and to t he fore in Canada 
came Kent County's fighting sons and 
daughters. From field, school and offices 
they came . . . Ridgetown . . . Thamesville 
. • . Blenheim .. . Highgat e ... Merlin ... 
Bothwell ... Wheatley. Wallaceburg's Com
pany was under t he command of Major Bill 
Poile. The First Kents, under Lieut.-Col. T. 
E . Codlin, recruited in r ecord time and were 
followed immediately by the Second Kents 
under Lieut.-Col. Grant Thomson. The first 
Kents were ordered to Halifax, then to Brit
ish Columbia and it was while at Halifax 
that they were inspected by their Colonel-in
Chief •. the Duke of Kent, the only regiment 
to be mspected by i he Duke when he visited 
Canada in 1941. 

VOICE-Long and tedious training followed 
(pause for minute for drilling sound effect). 
Then came the firs t call. Military District 
No. 1 asked for two officers to proceed Over
seas at once as reinforcement officers. Lieut. 
Jack Anderson and Capt. Jimmy Huff imme-

diately ofrl·n•d lht"ir s<'rdccs; il was the fii 
break in th eofficcn;' nwks of the Kents; 
the -12 original offic<:rs of the First Ken 
31 went O\'cnwas as drafts and other c~ 
for l'lpccial dutit·~ dug de<'p into their ran 

ANNOUNCER-England ... and the battle 
Britain in which the G<'rman Air Force Yl 

beaten out of ~kit•s ... Dieppe ... August 
1942 . . . a lest, some called it, of Hitle 
European fortress. Canadians were to 1 
fore in that spectacular raid and among th' 
were many of Kent County's fighting so 
Clare Percy stormed the bcach<'s that da) 
and with him W<'l'C his two brothPrs, I< 
and Lewi~; also l\lax Robinson Sergt. ChaJ 
J'ty}(>lt and many other Kent County b< 
... February of this year saw them, with f 
other Canadian prisoners, marching b1 
across Germany as their guards attemp 
to keep them out of the hanrls of the adva 
ing allied armies. 

VOICE-Meanwhile, back in Kent County . 
the citizens were carrying on a wonde1 
war effort. Florence Shulver was the t 
Chatham woman to go Overseas as a mem 
of the Canadian Women'a Army Corps 
Frances Fields of Northwood and Flon 
Reynolds, Chatham, were among the firs 
go as nurses. 

And . . . to the tunc of rnany bugle ba 
hundreds of young men coptinued to f 
to the recruiting offices. 

ENGINEER-Bugle bands for one minute. 

ANNOUNCER- 1941 ... Pearl Harbor .. . 
America was hurled into the war ... N 
Africa ... the Hun was driven into the 
and the Allied armies stood poised for 
invasion . .. where and when it was to c 
nobody knew. Suddenly .Montgomery si 
. . . . It was Sicily . . . then Italy . . . 
again Kent County boys were in the figh 
At San Lorenzo ... Corporal Jimmy 
shall took command of a platoon afte 
officers were wounded, . . ·. reorganiz 
... took his objective and captured 10 
oners. He was awarded the D.C.M .• 
Fighting his way through withering 
Trooper James Morris reach ed an arm 
car knocked out by enemy fire ... ret 
it, and brough t back two of his comradt 
received the Military Medal. 

VOICE-Mickey McDade was SP.r iously wo 
. .. The Bar low brothers, Lieut. Doug. 
Captain) and his brother Keh.h saw 
. . . F loyd Parrish, of EJ~ctric ; Charli 
Tom Ellis, Ron John,.,ton and t he 1 

brothers, of Blenheim, a re all memb 
that campaign. At La mone, Captai 
Angus, leading a platoon of t he 48th 
landers, crossed the river and route 
E:nemy machine post.q, He then orgar 

--__ . _ ___._. 



fighting patrol and ·1~ pri:~oners wt•n• cap-

( 
tun•d. ll is award w:1s tht• covcll·d !\l ilitarv 
Cros~. (;radually. thl' ll un was pushed h:H·k 
and ltal) capitulat,.tl. 1\enl County boys 
were read~ to tight cJ:.wwhcn·. 

ANNOUNCER-D-Day ... the long looked for 
invasion. The Allied nation~ !-!truck again ... 
(Pa use 15 Sl'COl)ds for bomhardnwnt). On 
the mor ning of J une G, l!l·l4, Br itish, Cana
dian and Arneri(·an troops poured onto tht
benr.hes of Normandy and ... among tht•m 
were Kent County's figh ting son!-1. 

Cnen . .. Lieut. llob Bradlt•y f t'll with a ll'g 
wound. But Dob was not thinking of his 
wound. As his superior officer, 1\taJor Bill 
Burgess ,of Wallaceburg r ushed to his nid, 
Bradley remarked : 

VOICE-"lla\'e somebody look after the men ; 
a nd, darn it, thet·e gocs my captaincy." 

ANNOUNCER- But Bob Bradley recovt>red from 
his wound and latt>r rece1ved his captaincy. 
Falaise . .. Lieut. \\' . S. McKeough worked 
his way forward with h is t roop sergeant 
and conveyed back information on enemy 
movements. He then engaged the Nazis in
flicting casual t ies to vehicles and personnel. 
By his action, he helped to close t he Falai~c 
Gap and the F rench honored h im with the 

( .~ Croix de Guerre. Majer Telford Steele, M.C. 
was wounded on three occasions but refused 
to leave the lines. When finally he was car
r ied to the rear severely\ wounded, Major 
Doug. ~fclntyre took over S('Cond in command 
of the regiment. For his skill and leadership, 
Major Mci ntyre was later awarded t he D.S. 
0. By strange co-incidence, Captain Dou 
Mcintyre was mentioned in d ispatches t he 
same day as his brother, although their en
gagement s were hundreds of miles apart. 

VOICE--On through France t he " ictorious allies 
swept; and in the fig ht ing t hat f ollowed, Kent 
County boys were everywhere. Among them 
were Corporal Morri.;on and Corporal Crack
nell, of Thames ville; Private D. Galbraith 
Ridgetown; Gunner Wilton, Bothwell and 
"Chuck" Brown, Dresden. The adv~ncing 
armies met litlle opposit ion in Belgium ex
cept at Merxem where the Canadians storm
ed across the Leopold Canal using flame 
throwers to route th\: Germans from their 
advance posts. Serg t. Hugh lveson watched 
that scrap as he left the lines to return to 
England and home. He had been in the tight 
since early in July, 1944. 

ANNOUNCER-In llolland, the United armies 
paused as F ield Marshal Montgomery 
strengthened his forces for the push into 
Germany-and when that day came, Kent 
County boys were ready again. Preparatory 
to the attack on Reichswald Forest in Febru
ary of this year, Private Ernest Vermette, 
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of Tilbury, and a ~mall patrol, pro\'ided pro
tt'C.·tion for a tlart~ of t•nginet:r~. Though 
woundl•d, Privatt• \ 'prnwttc continued to USl' 
his brcn gun and I" main t•d in 110~ition until 
as~urcd all the wounded had bel'n remo\'cd 
. .. The Military M<•dal was his award. 

VOIC'E-ln G<'rmany ... t•,·erything was chaos. 
Tht• :dlied air forct· had struck tn·mcndous 
blows( and thl' Gt•rmaus becanw panicky as 
thr H.us-:ians adnutct•d frcm1 th<• l'ast. (.;ra· 
dually, the pinctwrs clo~Pd and the1 drcl<• 
around B<•rlin gn•\\' tighter. Final aud de
finite victory wa!l in sight and au anxious 
world waited for v.Day. 

A~NOUNCim-ThNt it t•amc ... May 8, 1945 
(pause ten sC'concls for cheers). The war 
~:s far as Germany was concerned was O\'Cr. 
Today ... Kent County boys and girls are 
returning to thl•ir beloved homes and coun· 
try. We have not been able to include all 
their names uut in every \'illage and town 
they are awaited anJ we hope to welcome 
tht'm all on our Almanac when they arrive. 
But .. . we haven't told all the story ... 

There i~ the story of the boys who fought 
in the air and the nt('n who went to Rea. 
Someday soon we will dedicate a11other chap
ter to t hoRe intrf'picl airmen aJ' 1ilors from 
Kent County. If you have son~ and daugh
ters in the air force or na \'Y, send us their 
names so we can include them. 

ANNOUNCER-Veterans of the Great War of 
1914-1918, as th<'Y watched their Rons march 
across France in tht• struggle just ended, re
call many songs sung in canteens and mess
halls. Probably none was so popular as the 
Jo,·ely "Roses of Pi.:ardy." ... We asked 
Roy Guymer to play it for you in honor of 
those men who fought another battle for 
Fret•dom just 27 yt•ars ago. 1\lrs. Bryce Ken
drick will accompany him at the piano. 

G UYMER- P lnys. 

ANNOUNCER- But ther were other songs, 
sung and played br t he veterans of those 
days. Remt>mber them played by t he massed 
bands of t he A ldershot Comma nd. 

ENGINEER-Come in with recording of massed 
bands . 

-: -:> •• ~- ::;r ~ a;_, 819:»Jtt.1@i 
ANNOUNCER-Colonel T. E. Codhn, O.ll.E ., of

ficer. ~ommnnding th.e Kents when t hey first 
mobthzed, dropped mto our studio tonight 
to hear t he broadcast. We belie\'e t he Col
onel could add a few remarks-some things 
perhaps we hn\'e missed. Would you like to 
say a few words, sir '! 

COOLIN- Thank you. Ladies and Gentlemen
! have been deeply interest ed, as I am sure 
you all have, in list •}ning to this story of 



our Kent County boys and girls in aclion. 
Also some par ticulars about the K<•nt Hegi
mcnt itself. As the pa:-;t commanding offi
cer of the First Kents. I \nlcome this oppor
tunity of spcakmg to lh<• JWOple of Kent 
County, as I have done so many times in the 
past. 

A lthough the rcgimcllt did not proceed over
seas as a unit, the majority of tht• pcrl-!onnel 
did go as rcinforct'mcnt s to other units in 
lhe field. I should hkc to point out that it 
was not because of any inefficiency on the 
par t of the personnel or th<• battalion, but 
the unit always occupied some stragic location 
in the Dominion which insured t he ~mfcty of 
t he country. 

When our boys first enlisted, it was with a 
desire to go where ever they were required 
. . . but du ties in Canada kept them here 
for a long time after mobil ization. However, 
that did not dampen their enthusiasm or ef
ficiency when they arrived in the field of ac
tion. They ha\'C all done a g'l'and job and 1 
am sure t he peop!P. of Kent County will give 
them the credit they de:-;en·e when they all 
a rrive home again. 

I had the honor and privilege of com mand
ing the Kents for nearly seven years, before 
and during mobilization and I a lways felt a 
g reat pride in th em ... But I am particula r ly 
proud of what they ach ieved overseas. 

ANNOUNCER- That r eminds me of someth ing. 
We were unable t o nam e all our Kent boys 
in our s tory. Are t here any that might come 
to mind, you could mention ? 

CODLIN-There are dozens, yes hundreds but 
time does not permit. Off hand, I could 
mention the Butler boys, both fine chaps. 
Then ther e was Sergt. "Stew" K irkland of 
Cedar Spr ings who won t he D.C.M. a nd t hen 
t urned down a compa ny sergeant-ma jor's job 
because he wa nted to s tay with h is pals. 
Lieut. Jimmy Pope was another who did a 
swell job before h e was wounded. Of the 
original officer s, in a dd it ion t o those you 
named tonight, Major H. E. F oex, our medi
cal officer, and Major J . W. Duncan, our 
padre, both were honored with the O.B.E. 
and Majors I. Ma r tin and W. H emphill were 
m entioned in d espatches. Capta in Max Baker 
was promoted from t he ra nks a nd r eceived 
the M.C. while ser ving witll the British ar
my and Lie ut. J ack Hanley is still doing a 
j ob in Germa ny. Although not a Kent boy 
but we ll known here, Doug. McFa rlane was 
awarded the M.B.E . for his great work i!l 
keeping the m orale of the boys up with his 

I 

paper, Th<• .Mapll! L(.•af; first in Italy and the~ 
in Germany. Uoug. is a son-in-law of DocV* 
nnd Mrs. Kendrick. \ 

And in dosing ... may I again express my 
appreciation and also that of the men for the 
~plendid manner in which you supported us 
during the period of mobilization. I doubt 
if any battalion in the Canadian Army had 
th(• ~upport we had and I can assun• it was 
much appn·ciated ... Also the citizens of 
Chatham who otwrwd lh<•ir homes to billet 
the men while we were mobilizing. I cannot 
thank you all too much for thid splendid gen
erosity for I know that it was done at some 
financial loss and in many cases great incon
,·enience. 

But, ladil!s and gentlemen, that is what keeps 
this country of ours a great democratic state 
and makes us all true Canadians. 

ANNOUNCER-Thank you, Colonel Codlin ... 
Yes, .. . we arc all proud of the men and 
women who served so gallantly to rid the 
world of the Hun m£,nace ... and we are 
proud, t · ~ to live in this glorious land of 
freedom .at has given us so much despite I 
the hardsh ips of the past five years. "\V~ 
are all true Canadians" ... that happens to 
be the title of the song Bob Claus is going 
to sing for us now. 

CLAUS-Sings. 

ANNOUNCER-And thus ends· Chapter 23 of 
your Family Almanac. We leave the air at 
thi:-; time to return again next Thursday at 
9 p.m. Meanwhile, your thought for the day 
. .. WE CAN ALL BE HEROES IN OUR 
VIRTUES, IN OUR HOI\IES, AND OUR 
LIVES." 
So until next Th ursday, this is Pa ul H a nover, 
your a nnouncer, saying "lots of good luck and 

keep sm iling." 

Kent County Family Almanac has been 
brought to you through the courtesy of the 
Canada and Dominion Sugar Company, Chat
ham and Wallaceburg. 

This is CF CO. 

l 
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CHAPTER 24. 
l • 

REPRINT OF BROADCAST OVER CFCO 
Thursday, July 26th, 1945. 

Chatham, Onta rio 

ANNOUNCER- Presenting "Kent County Fam
ily Almanac." 

THEME-"Fiorentine" 
(In and fade back oJ announcer). "' 

ANNOUNCER-Reflecting the rhvthm and flow 
of this great agricultural county and those 
surrounding it .•• comes Kent County Fam
ily Almanac .. . a program that changes as 
the community changes .. . alive with pic
tures of our towns, our city &.nd our people. 
. .: . Anything and everything that happens 
in this rich garden-land of Ontario is grist 
for the miD of the Almanac. · 

THEME-(Up then fade back as annouacer eon-
( tin .. ). 

r • • ;li'HIIUo :~ ,.rhUit"/1 ,t; .' · ·;q1~ 

ANNOUN<$R-J"hil ia qtapter ~4 • - . and your 
Almanac pret~ei'lta n\usical night ... an a ll
reqUest .program in,whleh YOUl' Almanac ar
tista bpjd the spotlight . , . They are all here 
tonfgM eXt:ept our accordion player, Orville 
Gold. who unfortunately is out of the city. 
•• • 1TbertP.ia a long i i$t of heroes to welcome 
. . • practically every corner of Kent County 
is rep~ 'in the group J ., • listen as we 
read their names •.• your son may be among 
thetn. We ha've a guest anoouncer w'ho is 

1 •• pideb-hlttiq :for .ow: regular ma8ter D! .cere
monies now vacationing-dn .parte unknown. 
Th~ i.a not a .dull ~ment ~ ou~ PI'Oil'am, 
folk8, 1lsten1 to· our song!' and musfc. . 

THE~1il.;·~ ~d). c~ ,hi!! .a .. 1 •:.tl •:·,f'l«t 
; ,!JI'/ '- '•hJlU J • ~ .a,~l ,}i.I IJ .I. fl lll 'l'l 

ANNqpliq~~.~vetP,Jlg, l.~dies ~9:d ,,entle
men •.. Tlil8 18 .Jour guest announcer speak-

,; iq'l.rr: .. 1~8 ~ pleasure• to 'be. associa~d for 
the next two weeks with such an interesting 
ptbar&m as the K<'.nt County Family Al
manac . . . But I see we have a long list of 
heroes to welcome back . .• 110 of them ... 
an Kent County boys and .girls who ue re
turning to their homes tnia week. But be-

~ fore we begin let us hear from our soprano 
• soloist, Corine Caron . . •. Corine opens our 

musical night with 'an· appropriate number 
A}\ "My Hero" from the "Chocolate Soldier." 

I 

(87) 

CORINE-Sings. 

ANNOUNCER-Thank you, Miss Caron .,.. And 
now our Welcome Home. ·' · 

ENGINEER-Come fn with b~ale ~ '~J~: · 1 

ANNOUNCER-When the New Amsterdam 
docked at an eastern' port this week •.. it 
brought back the largest, ~ill&'le group to 
arrive home since V-E Day. The list includes 

· . the following Ke~t Count y men, members of 
the Canadian Far Eaat !orce: 

Trooper D. D. Ball, of Rural Route 6, Chat
ham ; 

Private 1. H. Bedell, 84 Poplar Street, Chat
ham ; 

j, 

Craftsman D. D. Bolton. Rural Route 2,.,F1or-
ence; 

Private 1. C. Btnp, Chatham ; 

Trooper 1. Domanski, Wallaceburg~ 

Sapper Gl Dalgleish, Comber; 

Lance Bombardier R. T. Crowley, '179 Selkirk 
Street, Chatham ; 1 • " u ·· '" a· • 

Gunner A. Kiyoeh, Walpole hland ; ;:t• ! 

Trooper1 F."W. rM~i W&llaieburtf· i~ 
""--- ..,.. _,, ~ . I' ..... . b .. 

•• r .I rvoper D. D. mdtiDID, R.K: · ' .new ury ; 
. ('IJ , I 

Trooper C. S. O'Brlen
7 

WallaceburJr~ , 
) , [ Jj Wt 1"' 1 I . l fi'H.I.!.;]i ·l .J 

Craftsman G. W. Poole, Wheatl~y ; .._. 
• , rc 1 I( " >• • r . .t .,,')q 

Lance ("~rporaJ ( ,E. A. Richardson, _R~. 1, 
Fletcher7 -r;- · . • · . 1 .l .J ... 'f.,., , . 
Lance Corporal G. H ! 'Rogers. Wardmife ; 
Trooper L. j : Walller, 27 Pri~ .,.~htiiAve., 
Chatham; , .•. · '"•·t ·•ll _l 

Private L. A. W~ pres~f!Il.! ! ,. l 

Acting Captain William F. Maekn~ Dres-
den ; .. i! 1 n .; 

· ' y Private .F, N. J)'en~,30 Grand .Avenue West, 
Chatham; · .. 11 1 • • 

Corporal A. S. Kay, Thamesvtlle; • 1 



Lance Corporal J. Alc:Donald, Ridgetown; 

Lance Cocporal A. F. Smart, 125 Gray Street, 
t Chatham; ' 

Private J. Mitro vic, Turnerville; 

Lance Corporal W. R. Tait, Wheatley; 

Lance Sergeant R. C. Wellwood, Merlin; 

Private P. A. Vandenbosc:he. WaUaccburg ; 

Private E. A. Thompson, 114 Robertson Ave., 
Chatham. 

But let us pause for a moment as we listen 
to Bob Claus singing one of the old favorites 
. . . Stephen Foster'A ever-popular "Jeannie 
with the Light Brown Hair." 

I 

CLAUS-Sings. .. .• '· 1 . . I , I .. • • 

ANNOUNCER-Tha t waa swell, Bob •.. But sup
pose you take over and announce the next 
few names . .. alao the next musical num-
ber ... Go ahead . .. .. • ' 

CLAUS-Thanks, Frank ••. This Ui quite an hon
or . . . Here are more of our Kent County 
boys who are r eturning for overseas duty in 
the Pacific area: 

· (P ause). ' • ·
1 

ENGINEER-Come in with bugle call. h'! 

CLAUS- , ' , , 
T rooper N. L. Doan, R.R. 1, Ridgetown; 

Sapper G. M. Flint, ~ Barthe St., Chatham; 

Trooper V. Haskell, R.R. 3, Merli~; 

Trooper H. G. Julien, Wheatley; 

Lance Corporal E. A. Sovie, Wheatley; 

· Trooper J . R. Wood, 137 Houston St .• Chat. 
bam · J ri • 

• "'" .; t4 ' ·' 

Signalman V ~ H. SlmJIBGilt Dreeden; 

" . ,Llhaeut.. .J~ .Jt.., :B,rP,a.#~ Ji;.rr;up"i~• .Chat. 
m ; ,. . , 

· l"f') ' · I "'I''· ( " I f 
Craftsman L . A. Arnold. R.R.' 1, Chatham : 

• · ,, •. • •• •'-·'· . 1 . n~n•· ,,, 1 

Serat. W. R. Sc:ott, Tilbuey; 
• , :•1 • • r .. t, n'\ 

Sergt.. J. T. Treaa~lay. R.R. 4, l!let:liJl; r 
. Trooper J . R. ~ral. Jl.R. s. Wheat ley; 

Private L. G. Butler, Blenheim ; 

Trooper K. G. Kibbley, Wheatley ; ••• 

Craltaman L J. HOOPer· 'nresc:ten ; 'h't 

Trooper L ·c. Laurie. 163 WelUn~n Street , 
Chatham ; · 

Trooper N. C. Ma)'II.Rd, 18' ~b Street , 
Chatham ; - · • 

Private J. G. PlDder. ~etown; .o\LW,J 

Private J.' L. Selby, 31 Princess, Chatham; 

Private S. J. Selis, 45 Richmond .St. C~-
ham; . '-

Private J. E. Smith, R.R. 1, Wallaceburg; 

Private S. R. Smith, R.R. 2, Tilbury; 

Private A. G. Stoner. 27 Baxter Street, Chat
ham; 

(Pause). 

But more names later .. . By special request 
from a number of our listeners .. . Mrs. 
Bryce Kendrick, our pianist, is going to play 
the theme from Tchaikovsky'a Concerto 
Number One, featured in "The Great Lie". 

MRS. KENDRICK-Plays. 

ANNOUNCER-And here are other men' return
ina- for special duties or disehuge: 

(Pause). · 

ENGINEER-Come in with bugle call. , 

ANNOUNCER- · ·~ . 
Private A. A. Thomson, ThamesYille; 

Trooper E. Titus, 101 King Street, Chatham; 

Signalman A. F. Weaver, R.R. 1, Turne r-
ville; ' , ' . l ·f 

I 1'!9U: ~ 

Sapper J. D. Willick, Bothwell; 
l / ( 

Sergt. M. D. Hartford, Ridtretown; 

Private J. E. Gillespie, R.R. 3, Merlin; 

Private I. J. BabCock, 177 Edgar Street, Chat-
ham; . bl 

Private H. R. Day. 86 Edgar St., Chatham ; 
I 

Private F. L. Demaeyer, Wallaceburg; 

Private J. E. Eves, R.R. S, Blenheim!' 

Acting Corporal E. J . Girrard. 125 Robertson 
·' Avenue, Chatham; .1. 

,. P' I 

P rivate J. D. ,Ham.ilton. Wallacebura~· 
Priva te L. G. Hill, 25 Kirk St., Qhatbam ; 

• ,L 
Pnvate J. Huff, R .R. S, Tbamesville; 

' ... ~ "Printe D. 1. Lozollt 166 King St.~ Ch~tham; 
-.l . . • l • 

Printe A. G. Mean. 199 O>tborne S treet, 
_ ....6..L. Chatham ; i _ ' T u ·. • 

Priva te J. F. Morrison, 84~ San~1treet, 
Chatham · .. • • , \ ,(,lt' 

Private M. C. Munroe, 209 St. ClaJ,r § t reet, 
Chatham ; -

11 
,
1 

Lanee Corp. Norrie, 41 ~ Street1<We 
Chatham; • • • • .rt·~· 
Private J. Raine, Ri~etown; 1 ,...,~ 
Craft.amaa C. J. Robinson. Dreeden; ; .. · 

-
--' 



Private W. Snake, Morpeth ; 

Private B. F. Warner, 33 Senne Street, Chat
ham ; 

Craftsman W. J . Anderson. Wallaceburg; 

Corp. F. S. Bowen, l'i7 Grand Avenue East, 
Chatham; 

Corp. W. A. Burke, 152 Wellington Street 
East, Chatham. 

(Pause.) · 

Time now for another musical number ... 
and we hear Evelyn Caron, Corine's sister. 
singing a lovely lit tle ballet, "Love, Here is 
My Heart." 

EVELYN CARON-Sings. 
Jo 1 '· r , ., rtl t 

CLAlJ'S-Bob Claus apin, ladies u d' gentlemen, 
witbfmore names of our boy'e arrivfnr from 
overseas. (Pause) , • ll . 

ENGINEER-Come in with bugle call. 

CLAUS-
Gunner L. E. Chesney, R.R. 1, Becher; 

Signalman W. J. Chivers. R.R. 1, Chatham; 

Trooper C. G. Cowell, R.R. 5, Thames ville ; 

Sapper J. W. Doan, R.R. 4, Bothwell; 

Trooper W. J. Duquette, Tilbury; 

Private J. C. Huffman, Cedar Springs; 

Corporal T. G. Grover, Newbury ; 

Private T. W. Kerlock, 60 Wood Street, Chat
ham ; 

Sipalman A. H. Baird, R.R. 6, Chatham ; 

Corporal G. A. Miller, 188!/2 Park Street, 
Chatham ; 

Guardsman D. A. O'Brien. Blenheim ; 

Private E. G. S.~he~ R.R. 2, Thamesville ; 
Print~ R. t .. s~u.::~reiihefm; . r• • 

~,. G_j P. (Strdbu~; 1R.R. 3, ·Merlin ; 

And Nursing Sisters N. G. McDowell of 
W ardsville.;apd G.) ~, ~impson, Blenheim. 

~tP.&UieJn1.""1a .An1Ull3 .. Ld • 
Corine Caron is before the mike · again and 
thia- time she will ·sing the enchanting and ·· 
popular "An Hour Never Pyses,'' by 
K"nnedy .L ~ • • • •J ~ ~ -

CORmE-S~:~Hdil:i ~"iO /f'H<J• • :' 
({H, 'HI' 

/ \NNOUNCER-Tbe following servicemen and 
• ,.._ members of the Air Force are also back: ' 

Sapper D. A. Andrews, Ridgetown ; lf! 
AI' Private A. McKenzie, Wall~ceburg; 

I 0-<f 

Private L. G. Phair, Dresden; 

Private R. E. Lam mens, Turnerville; 

Private H. L. Clark, 31 Lansdowne Avenue, 
Chatham; 

Private II. J. Ellison. Chatham ; 

Gunner R. J . Sparks, 87 Joseph Street, Chat
ham; 

Private R. J. Cornelius, Wallaceburg; 

Flying Officer John Doughten•, 29 Joseph 
Street, Chatha~ ; 

Squadron Leader J. A. Narier and his wife 
Flying Officer V erral 1\larier to her home, 
36 Edgar Street, Chatham. ,_ 

And so we close our welcome home depart
ment for this week. We hope in the list we 
have just read, your boy's name was in
cluded • . . but more troops are arriving 
soon ... 26,000 of them within the next two 
weeks .•. and we hope to have the privilege 
of welcomina- him back. Let us know when 
he arrives, won't you. ·' •· 
A few years ago, Roy Guymer, Chatham 
violinist, was playing in some of the larg
est symphony orchestras in the United 
States. He returned to Canada to enter the 
Canadian Army but was later discharged for 
medical reasons. He is etill acclaimed one 
of the besl vJolinists in Ontario and tonight 
he is going to play for you and the boys, who 
are returning, Ethelbert Nevin's "1\fighty 
Like a Rose", always a favorite with the 
servicemen. 

GUYMER-Piays. 

ANNOUNCER-Your Almanac program has a 
news column this week .. . Items of interest 
particularly at this time of the year. Take 
meat, for instance, which will be , rationed 
again in the ncar f uture. No definite date 
has been fixed !or rationing but Wartime 
Prices and . Trade B~rd ha' announced a 

- .... " egwftlo!l wBt'ch"pro~tdd ~lial'-cou'jX:n1s will 
be collected as meat is removed from cold 

) I 
storage locker~ after the rationing is impos

- ed •.. Thill i'"being done, they say, to elim
inate the poseibility of hoarding prior to the 

(\ 
ration proanun. . . 1 • 

"l L: ~eanwhile ~ ~: 'th~ production ·of iooa m~st 
go on • ._ The suspension of call-up under Na-. 
tional Selective Service regulations does NOT 
mean that men on postponement of military 
training may ~gage in any industry they 
might select. Farmers are still in urgent 

(1 uoJ need of men· ~ bNY~t &uch .crops'that may 
,~e ready . . (,. . thin and blOC:k sugar beets, 
corn, also for baying •• ~ In VIew of the shor
tage of men, local employment officers have 

· ··~·- · received instructions to direct back to the 

' 



farm all those on postponement, until the 
fann labor situation is alleviated. 

In Kent County and Southwestern Ontario, 
a ll f ruits, except grapes and berr iea, receiv
ed a set-back becau~e of wet weather and 
low temperatures in the late spring. Rasp
berries and strawberries will be about the 
same as last year, while cherries, pears and 
plums are estimated to produce only a 60 per 
cent crop. Vegetables are about the same 
-tomatoes. peas and green beans will be 
Jess t han 1944 in some areas and because corn 
planting was delayed to some ~xtent, no im
media te estimate of the crop is possible. 
There was a slight increase in sugar beet 
acreage t his year but the yield will not be 
large enough for t he company's two factories 
to operate . . . which means that for the 
f ourth successive year one factory will be 
idle. 

.. <4' " ,. 

Normally ... the sugar beet crop is 'all thin
ned by the lint week of July .•. but thie 
year, due to adverse weather, sugar beet 
thinning is only now being completed. Sec
ond hoeing of tb e beets is just getting into 

,, 

I I ... 
•I ! • 

....... 

• .:f< I. I . 

/? 

,;wing and will go on for some weeka. The 
new segmented seed was planted this year 
on about 12,000 acres and has proved to( · 
a great help in thinning th<' crop. Notwl 
standing the ~xcessive rainfall thi& seed has 
s tood up well, and is becoming more popular 
with sugar beet growers every year. 

• L ,J..t 
ANNOUNCER-So ends Chapter 24 of your 

Family Almanac ... This has been an all
request program. If there is a particular 
number you would like to hear, let ua know, 
and Bob, Corine, Evelyn or Roy will sing or 
play it for you on some future broadcast. 
We leave the ltir at this time to return again 
next Thursday night when we will present 
"Children's Night," with some of our future 
artists taking part. 

Kent County Family Alma nac has been 
brought to you throur h the courtesy of the 
Canada and Dominion Sugar Company, Chat
ham and Wallaceburg. 

Good night all. 

This is CFCO. 
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C II APTER 26. 

REPRINT OF BROADCAST OVER CFCO 
Thursday, Aug. 2nd, J 945. 

Chatham, Ontario 

ANNOUNCER-Presenting "Kent County 1-'am
ily Almanac." 

THEME-"Florentine." 
( In and fade back to a nnouncer) 

ANNOUNCER-Reflecting the rhythm and flow 
of this great agricultural county and those 
surrounding it . . . comes Kent County Fam-
ily Almanac ... a program that changes as 
the community changes ... alive with vivid 
pictures of our towns, our city and our peo
ple ... Anything and everything that hap
pens in t his rich-garden land of Ontario i~ 
,;"!"iRt for th~? mill of the Almanac. 

THEME-(Up-then fade back as annouuccr con
tinues). 

ANNOUNCER- Five years ago . . . Hiram Brown 
quit his job in Chatham and like many other 
men were doing in those days ... enlisted in 
the Canadian Army. 

As the train pulled away, carrying him and 
hundreds of other sen·ice men to an eastern 
port, Brown leaned from the window and 
waved goodbye to a tearful group of three 
standing on the station platform ... his 
young wife, a chunky lad about ten years of 
age and a girl just J !!. 

A few week!~ ago Hiram Brown returned tc 
Chatham somewhat un<'xpectedly . . . Shortly 
after one o'clock on the night of May 24th 
a car ~topped in front of a comfortable little 
home on Pine Street and, (Pause) .. . 
(Knock as if tapping on door) . 

~~ fHE.ME-(Up to end). Mrs. Brown answered: 

ANNOUNCER-This is Chapter 25 in which 
your Almanac brings you a ~tory of a Chat
ham girl who teJJs of meeting her fatht>r 
on his arrival from overseas . . . also the joy 
that cam~ to that same soldier on meeting 
his mother whom he thought had died many 
years ago-The folks around Thamesville 
will be interested in our chapter tonight as 
we te11 of its pioneers and its people of to
day ... There is drama tonight friends .. . 
the kind that happens only once in a life
time--listen to our sto.ry of four generations 
r eun ited. 

THEME- (Up to end) . 

ANNOUNCER-{;ood evening, neighbors . . . . 
May we come in ... Our story tonight is one 
t hat can happen only once in a lifetime. We 
haven't any particular name for it . . . we 
thought you, our listeners, might suggest 
some appropriate title. . . Bob Claus, our 
soloist, belfeves he ha~ a suggestion and he 
is going to sing it for you now ... but, after 
you have heard our !!tory ... maybe you 
can t hink of a title ... Let us know, we'll 

. name it on our next program. 

('.:);LA US-Sings ... "Memories of Mother." 

ANNOUNCER- And now for our Mtory. 

(38) 

MRS. BROWN-"Who is it?" 

\'OICE-"It's the Chathum police, Mrs. Brown, 
if you would like to meet your husband, we 
will drive you to the railway station, he is 
coming in on the next train." 

ANNOUNCER-Her husband was coming home 
... after five long years .. . Too excited to 
even reply, Mrs. Brown called to her son: 

MRS. BROWN-"George, George, Dad is coming 
home, Hurry." 

ANNOUNCER-At the railway station a group 
of returned men stepped off the train and 
hurried into the arms of their families and 
friends .. . Almost ovf'rcome with joy, Brown 
embraced his wife anrl then gazed about as 
though looking for someone .. .. . 

VOICE-"Hi, Pop, don't you know me?" 

ANNOUNCER-And Brown found himself con
fronted by a fine looking young man .... 
taller than himself ... his sou. 

But Kathleen Brown, the daughter he 
thought still a child, was not at the station 
to meet her Dad. Sht! is here in the studio 



tonight and we are going to ask her to tell 
the rest of the story : 

"Just where were you, when your Dad came 
home that night, Kathleen?" 

KATHLEEN-"We rather expected Pop would 
be coming home soon but didn't know the 
exact dale. I had gone to Detroit to Ree 
my uncle and gra ndmother and that is where 
his second surprise came in." 

ANNOUNCER- "Surpr ise? Jm;t wbat rlo you 
mean by that." 

KATIILEEN- "Well, you see for !!3 years Dad 
was under the impression nil his folks had 
passed away .... When he was four years 
old, Dad went to Jive with relatives and lhe 
famil ies became separated. He never founrl 
any trace of them. A few weeks before Dad 
came back a man who turned out to be his 
brother, a~d my uncle, made enquiries and 
the police located us in Chatham. Naturally, 
I wanted to see my new relatives so J went 
down to Windsor and Detroit, that ill where 
Dad found me." 

ANNOUNCER-"Did you know him wht:>n he 
walked in on you down there? What ctiti 
you say? 

K.ATHLEEN- "Did I know him? We couldn't 
say anything. I cried-everybody cried an(l 
I think Pop had a tear in his eye too." 

ANNOUNCER- "And then he met his mother 
and brother. Is that right ? Do you mind 
telling us their names?" 

K.ATHLEEN- "My uncle in Windsor is C~arles 
Brown and grandmother, who ma~ricd a 
second time, is Mrs. Burtkey. She hves on 
Inkster Avenue, in Detroit." 

ANNOUNCER-"Well . . . That WAS an occ~s
ion for a celebration. It sounds almost hk(' 
a fairy tale. Is thi:; gentleman here your 
father?" 

K.A THLEEN-"That's Pop. Mother is here too." 

ANNOUNCER-"Welcome to you both, Mr .. anrl 
Mrs. Brown. This must have been quite n 
thrill?" 

BR.OWN-"It certainly was . • . but Kit hasn't 
told all ... After I met my mother, I also 
located my grandfather whom I hadn't seen 
since I was a kid. He is 85 years old and 
works every day for the Red Cross in Wind
sor." 

ANNOUNCER-"Let's get this straight. You 
found a grown-up family, locatt!d your moth
er and grandfather. That's four generation:~ 
re-united . .. Am I right?" 

BROWN-"Right . .. And I still can't realize it's 
all tr ue. Seemll like a big dream." 

ANNOUNCER-"I'm eure it must . . . But tef 
us something about yl)urself. In what uni~ 
rlid you enlist?" 

llROWN-"The Ordnance Corp!i. We later be
came the Canadian Electrical Mechanical En
gineers. I got into France, Belgium, Hol
land and Germany, and here I am." 

ANNOUNCER-"And glad to be settlerl back into 
civilian life. Having any trouble doing 
that?'' 

BROWN- "Not at all. Wilhin a week after meet
ing everybody I went into partnership in a 
sen·ice station and lunch-room business out 
on Queen Street. 

ANNOUNCER-"You must have been born under 
a lucky ~tar. All this, could happen only 
once in a life-time- to one person. Thank you, 
Mr. and Mrs. Brown, and Kathlef'n, you han 
given us a wonderful story. 
Two little girls dropped into our st udio to
night to hear our program ... One is 13-year· 
old Norine O'Brien of R5 Cross Street, Chat
ham. Just before our broadcast Norine sang 
a little number and we asked her to repeat it . 
. . . Here she is with an Irish lullaby .... 
"Tour-ra-lour-ly," . . . rather appropriate fo 
this portion of our program. Go ahead, No 
in e. 

NORINE-Sings. 

ANNOUNCER (Ciaus)-Yes, frif'nds, it's been 
home and mother ... the two solid facts our 
boys have clung to through those awful 
months of war . . . To thousands of Canadian 
scn•ice men, "home" is the most moving word 
in our language . . . It means more than a 
house. or, clean sheets on a bed .. . or ... 
good cooking. It 's all t ied up with love and 
laughter and tenderness ... with lit tle fam
ily j okes , .. with comfort after sorrow . .. 
with just abou t everything that makes life 
worth living ... The day of their final home· 
coming is drawing nearer ... we have wel-
comed many of our boys .. . we hope to wel-
come more and, to those who returned this 
week may we say, "A hearty welcome back." 
The following officers and men arrived this 
week at Quebec City nn board the troopship 
Stratheden and by now will be at most of 
t heir homes : 

Flying Officers Buchan and Gosnell, of Mer
lin .. . Flying Officer H. C. Milton and Sergt. 
A. J . Hughson, of Thamesville . . . LAC. A. 
L. Rice, of Fletcher . . . Sergt . Rainer and 
LAC. Stratton, of Wallaceburg ... also .. ( 
the following from Chatham .• . Sergt. W. G. 
Abraham ... LAC. Brennan ... LAC. Stover, 
of R.R. 1 ... Sergl. W. Russell . . . Flight.-



I ... 

Lieut. R. Swainston ... St!rgt.-1\lajor C F. 
Sadin and Private A J. Sellers. 

And now ... our guest soloist ... 14~year-old 
Jackie Taylor sings a popular number ... 
Chauncey Olcott's well~known lyric "My Wild 
Irish Rose." He will be accompanied by Mrs. 
Bryce Kendrick, our pianist for all our musi
cal numbers. 

TAYLOR-Sings. 

ENGINEER-(Come in with locomotive and train 
whistle then fade behind announcer) . 

ANNOUNCER-Back in the 1850's ... a long 
snake-like line of steel---The Great Western 
Railway-~-was making its way down through 
Kent County ..• By 1854, it had reached thr 
village of Thamesville, known in earlier day!' 
as Tecumseh ... and dose to what had been 
the Cornwall settlement. 

ENGINEER-(Fade out locomoti,·e sound effect 
and come in with crowd cheers for three 
seconds). 

A~NOUNCER-Inspired by the influence that 
followed the construction of the railway ... 
citizens of the village decided to do something 
that would build up their little community. 
As the demand for land for commercial and 
residential purposes grew, David Sherman, 
a descendant of one of the first pioneers, sur~ 
veyed a portion of his farm into village lots 
. . . and in a short time stores, hotels and 
other industries began to appear. 

VOICE-Robert Adair manufactured boots nnd 
shoes in those days . . . John Madden oper
ated a cabinet factory ... John Bedford, 
John Crotty and James Duncan were gen
eral merchants. There were tilree hotels ... 
the Mayhew Hotel run by William Mayhew 
... The Lawrence Honse by Fred Lawrence 
and the Western Hotel by William Watts. 

ANNOUNCER-James Ferguson and Sons oper-
ated a saw-mill ... H. P. Hoap, a wagon and 
carriage works ... David Shennan, a flour 
and grist mill and a man by the name of Ken
dick had a tannery. 

VOICE-In addition to a ~chool-house ... there 
were two churches at that time ... the Rom
an Catholic and the Episcopal Methodist ... 
while the Presbyterians, the Wesleyan Meth
odist and the congregationalists met in the 
Episcopal Church. 

ANNOUNCER-By 1870 ... the community had 
grown to such an extent that the village was 
incorporated as an independent municipality 
. . .Robert Ferguson was elected the first 
reeve and Dr. George Tye, Geo. F. Spack
man, Lem Sherman and F. J. Mayhew were 
named councillors. William Kinley, a barris
ter, was appointed clerk. 
But we have visitors from Thamesville in 
our studio tonight . . . Clare Skinner, the 

present reeve and Angus Graham, the village 
clerk who ~as been a resident for 45 years. 
We are gomg to ask Mr. Graham if he has 
any information as t'J who settled first in 
the district. How about it, Mr. Graham? 

MR. GRAHAM-A., far a.<t we know, Lemuel Sher
man was the first pioneer. He is believed to 
have come to these parts about 1792 and 
then went back to Connecticut where he mar
ried Lydia Camp. Upon his return he took 
up land in 1805 on whal is now the major 
part of the village. David Sherman, whom 
you just mentioned, was his son anri Lemuel 
and Bill Sherman were sons of David. They 
became influential men in the district in later 
years. 

ANNOUNCER-And then, I suppose, other set
tlers followed? 

MR. GRAIIAM--Oh, yes ... There were the Corn
walls, the Jackmans, the Wallaccs, the 
Shaws, Sandfords, Hubbells, the Fergusons, 
Watts, Mayhews and Duncans ... Robert 
Ferguson, who was the first reeve, became a 
a member o~ the provincial legislature ana 
was still a member when he died in 1901 . .. 
History records that Nathan Cornwall kept 
a store and was the first postmaster when 
the village WM known as Tecumseh. Later, 
when the post office was rnoved nearer to 
the river, he changed the name to Thames
ville. 

ANNOUNCER-Like all other settlements before 
highways and railroads were built, stage 
coaches were the only means of travel. I 
presume conditions like that existed in those 
days. 

~1R. GRAHAM- Well, that was before mv time 
of course, but someone has said tha-t afte~ 
the Longwoods road was built (now part of 
our present highway) a man by the name 
of Taylor had the contract for carrying mail 
by coach from London to Windsor ... When 
the stage reached Thamesville it was chang
ed at an old log schoolhouse on the Cornwall 
settlement. Thal spot became later lhe Har
mer farm. Then Edward Watts came into 
the district. lie was so impressed with the 
land, he obtained a farm and built a stage
house or hotel and carried mail from 
Thamesville to Wardsville. It was · a com
mon sight to see wolves come out of the 
bush, trail the coach for some miles and 
then disappear into the woods again. As 
long as the coach kept moving, the wolves 
never bothered and nobody was ever mol
ested. History is repeating itself. This 
year wolves have also been seen in the 
Thamesville area. 

ANNOUNCER-Well, Mr. Graham, the farms 
around Thamesville are looking swell these 
days. What are the principle crops in the 
district? 

e 



MR. GRAHAM-The country is really rich in 
fruit, grain, corn, 5Ugar beets and dairy pro
ducts. In other words, our farmers are 
"Monarchs of all they survey." 

ANNOUNCER-One couldn't wish for more to 
make a prosperous community but I st.>e Mr. 
Skinner, the reeve, is in our midst. The 
other day, your Almanac writer visited 
Thamesville and was impressed with your 

.town hall. Is that a new building? 

MR. SKINNER-We are very proud of our muni
cipal building, but it isn't new, the last one 
was burned some years ago .. . and with it. 
wont one of the best toned bells one would 
want to hear. Some of the people say they 
will never forget the last clang of the old 
bell as it fell into the ruins. It was like a 
death toll. 

ANNOUNCER-You have a nice ball park up 
there too. 

MR. SKINNER-One of the best for a town of 
its size in the country. The land was don
ated for such purposes some years ago by 
the Ferguson Estate and is a wonderful pic
nic grounds as well. It took some YE'ars 
to get 1t into its present condition and it 
really is an asset to our town. 

ANNOUNCER-By the way .... who are vour 
councillors up there this year? ~ 

~ MR. SKJNNER~ohn Doherty, W. D. Houston. 
J. E. Martin and W. A. Perritt are members 
of our council and my friend Angus her E' 
has been clerk for thirteen years. But there 
is another thing we ought to mention .. .. 
Thamesville, you know, is the only place in 
Canada where steel wool is manufactured. 
We are proud of that up there. 

~--·--··················--··························--···············'< 
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ANNOUN ER-And I think you should be. 
Thanh Rt>eve Skinner and Clerk Angus 
Graham for being with u.s tonight. The! 
are a number of other interestin~r subjec 
around Thamesville we hope to broas)cas 
soon ... For instance, Tecumseh's last battle 
. .. which will be our program next week. 
Thanks again and good night. 

ANNOUNCER-And here is Bob Claus to sing 
our closing number "Did You Happen to 
Find a Heart." It's an old favorite that you 
may have heard before. 

CLAUS--Sings. 

ANNOUNCER- Marlyn Stokes, who is 10, is the 
other little girl we mentioned a few moments 
ago. Marlyn sang before on our Almanac 
program and ... what's the name of that 
piece, Marlyn'! 

MARLYN-"! Can't forget you." 

ANNOUNCER- Well, that's rather flattering, 
but go ahead. 

.l\lARL YN-8ings. 

ANNOUNCER- And so f>nds Chapter 26 .• • . 
Your Family Almanac leaves the air at this 
time to return again next Thursd~ with 
the story of Tecumseh. 
Henry Ward Beecher once said .. .. "A 
MOTHER IS A DISTINCT AND INDIVIII 
UAL CREATION." That .. . is vo~ 
thought for the day. -
Kent County Family Almanac has been 
brought to you through the courtesy of the 
Canada and Dominion Sugar Company, Chat
ham and Wallaceburg. 
Good night all ... This is CFCO. 

SOME 
FUTURE BROADCASTS 

• PIONEERS OF KENT. 
• CALEDONIA SE'ITLEMENT 
• KENT PERSONALITIES. 

• VILLAGE OF MERLIN 
• TOWN OF HIGHGATE 

AND OTHERS 
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CHAPTER 26 

REPRINT OF BROADCAST OVER CFCO 
Thursday, Aug. 9th, 1945. 

Chatham, Ontario 

ANNOUNCER-Presenting "Kent County Fam
ily Almanac." 

THEME-"Florentine" 

0 
:· , ~ ~.~·· , J • o ~ 

0 
I 

0 

f • t ' \ ~~ ... _ 
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(In and fade back of announcer). 

ANNOUNCER-Reflecting the rhythm and flow 
of this great agricultural county ami those 
surrounding it .. . comes Kent County Fam-

particular interest to Southwestern Ontario 
and particularly Kent County. Actually, 70 
years after the beginr.ing of the pilgrimage 
an entire colony of these people pushed up 
the Thames River, then known as Ia TrE>n-

.- .. ~.he, and finall. est::.:x,·, .. o a village, !i - .. o .+ _ 
miles east of Thamesville. Tht':y named it 
Schoenfeld ... which in English means F~>.ir-

ily Almanac ... a program tha.t cha!lges !ls 
the community changes .. . ahve w1th pic
tures of our towns, our city &nd our people. 
... Anything and everything that happe.ns 
in this rich garden-land of Ontar io is gnst 
for the mill of the Almanac. 

THEME-(Up then fade back as announcer con· 
tinues). 

"""" "NNOUNCER-Tonight we arc at the half-way 
~ mark in the first year of your Family Al

manac ... Yes ... it's Chapter 26, neighbors 
... in which we bring you the dramatic story 
of Fairfield--the lost \'illage ... also a thrill
ing episode of the Battle of the Thames in 
1812 ... The pastor of the mission at l\lora
\'iantown will speak and you will hear musicz 
and songs by five residents of the Mora\·ian
town Reserve ... It'.; a story packed with 
thrills, folks, so don't miss a single word. 

THEME-(Up to end.) 

VOICE-The story of Fairfield and the BattlP of 
the Thames. 

ENGINEER--Come in with "Onward Christian 
Soldiers"-medium at first then fade softly. 

ANNOUNCER-Two hundred and twenty-eight 
years before the tragedy of Munich and Ne
ville Chamberlain's unsuccessful attempt to 
stamp out the sparks of war smoldering in 
Czechoslovakia, a small group of people, who 
also hated war, left the ancient province of 
Moravia, which is now part of that ill-fatPn 
land. 

They travelled on a religious mission to Am
erica, bringing with them a message of peace 
and brotherly love into the wilderness of .a 
new world. 
While Canada has given little recognition in 
the past to the efforts of these earnest pion
eers, the long trek of the Moravians is of 

(39) 

field. 

\'OICE-This then might be called the story of 
Fairfield and of those brave men, who left 
their stamp indelibly on life in the Thames 
valley and gave name to the present Tndian 
settlement of Mora viantown. So little 
known is the history oC this Czechoslovakian 
settlement that few persons associate the 
name of the Indian community in Kent 
County with the land of the Czechs. 
Of the thousands of motorists who today 
speed along No. 2 Highway, between Both· 
well and Thamesville, few know that near 
a deep ravine on the banks of the Thames, 
beneath the plowed fields and pastures, lie 
the ashes of a once flourishing village, when· 
travellers long before them, received food 
and shelter on their tedious journey from 
Muddy York, now Toronto, to Detroit. Am
ong them was the Lieutenant-GO\·ernor Sim
coe, who twice enjoyed Fairfield hospitality. 

ANNOUNCER-Fairfield ... or as it soon came 
to be called, Moravinntown, prospered. By 
1813, it was a thriving village with a church, 
school, stores, shops and houses. It also be
came a religious centre where missionaries 
from the old land preached to the Delawares 
who sought peace from the troubled land 
further to the south. 
We are fortunate in having with us tonight, 
Mr. F. J. Dobson, present missionary-teacher 
at Moraviantown. We are going to ask Mr. 
Dobson to tell us about the origin of the Mo
ravian Mission where the red man and his 
white brothers worshipped together over 150 
years ago. 

MR. DOBSON-Thank you, ladies and gentle
men . . . When I was invited to take part 
in this program tonight, I thought it would 
be appropriate to bring with me some of my 
people. Before I begin the story your an
nouncer has asked me to tell, may I introduce 

• 
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five members of my congregation whom I 
have asked to sing for you. Here are Mrs. 
Russell Jacobs and Munro Pheasant who will 
sing for you one of our hymns, "The Old 
Dundee' 'in their native tongue. 

MRS. JACOBS AND P HEASANT-Sing. 

MR DOBSON-You have just he:1rd .Munro 
Pheasant and Mrs. J acobs singing in their 
nati\'e language. Pearl Jacobs. Mrs. Rita 
Huff and Gladys Noah are also here and you 
will hear from t hem later. But let me pro
ceed. 

It was in 1792 that David Zeisberger, one of 
the Moravian m issionar ies led his flock along 
what is now the Thames River and finally 
select ed a si te on its nor thern bank. It was 
here t ha t Zeisberger built the first Protes-
tant Church in Western Ontario and his 
.;hree mission&lles St>nsc!lnen, Junk and L~
ward administered to t heir people and the 
Indians of the community. 

A few months later , approximately 40 homes 
a nd stores were built of logs, clay and stone 
on a street parallel to the river. Next to 
the church, Zeisberger built his house, while 
directly across the little street were the 
homes of the other missionar ies. Eventually, 
t he Moravians owned a tract of land six and 
t hree quarters miles wide along the river 
bank. 

Life in the village for the most part ran 
smoothly. T hen the even tenor of the days 
was broken more and more f requently as tra
vel a long t he Longwoods trail, now Number 
2 Highway, became heavier and visitors 
sought shelter during t heir t ravels west and 
south. 

Zeisberger and Edward later returned to 
Ohio t o establish another colony; t hen Sense
m en died and Jung was joined by another 
missionary, John Achnall. In 1800, Chris
tian Denke and his wife arrived and a t tempt
ed to found a mission among t he Chippewas 
on the Sydenham River. Failure drove them 
out and they returned to help with the work 
at Fairfield. But the golden age of the little 
community was nearing an end ... The nem
esis which had continuously followed the 
peace-loving Moravians was rapidly over 
taking them. In July, 1812, the villagers 
were thrown into furos when news came 
that the United States and Britain were at 
war. 

ANNOUNCER-Yes, and that brings us to an
other part of our story, Mr. Dobson. We 
will hear more of the Moravian mission but 
before we take up that portion of our story, 
I believe two of our guests, Miss J~cobs, Mrs. 
Rita Huff are ready to sing. Before the 
broadcast, we were told Miss Jacobs was at
tending at Highgate. They sing for us now 

in English, the hymn "Have Thine Own 
\Vay." 

MISS JACOBS AND MRS. HUFF-Sing. ( 

ANNOUNCER-Miss Jacobs and Mrs. Huff were 
accompanied at the piano by Gladys Noah, 
recently discharged after 29 months' serv
ice in the Canadmn Army Auxiliary Corps. 

ANNOUNCER-Perhaps no p<•rson was better in
formed on the Rattle of the Thames and the 
death of the great Chieftain, Tecumseh, 
than Thaddeus S. Arnold, grandfather of 
S. B. Arnold, Chath:\m barrister. For it 
was at the home of ('aptain Chris Arn
old, grandfather of Thaddcu~. that Tecumseh 
spent the night in con!lultation and ate his 
last meal before proceeding to lead his war
riors against the invading Americans. 

ENGINEER--Come in with Indian war drums, 
(and fade eoftly). · 

ANNOUNCER-Indian war drums were sounding 
through the wood!! on hoth sides of the River 
Thames on the night of October 4, 1812. They 
had been thumping for days before ... but 
that night they were soft, slow and monoton
ous-like the beating of a heart that wants 
to Jive. 

For days, the British under General Proctor 
and Tecumseh with his 600 Indians, had been 
retreating before the invader Genera1 Har
rison, and the mounted Kentuckians, und 
Colonel Johnston. Malden and Fort Detro1 
had been left in flames and Proctor's army 
was bt>eoming badly disorganized. 

ENGINEER-Cut Indian war dr ums. 

ANNOUNCER-A few days previous, on Octo
ber 1, Tecumseh, who had given great assis
tance to Proctor in bringing about the sur
render of Hull, urged the Br itish general to 
make a stand at what is now Tecumseh Park 
in the heart of Chatham. Proctor at first 
agreed but with no ~nemy in s ight made a 
hasty retreat along the Thames. Bit terly dis
a ppointed, Tecumseh nnd h is men held t he 
bridge at Chat ha m, t ill Harrison's guns drove 
them out and then hurried to join the re
treating British anny. 

ENGINEER--Come in wit h Yankee Doodle drums 
and fade softly. 

ANNOUNCER-Meanwhile, the Americans con
t inued to advance. They burned McGregor 's 
grist mill and above Arnold's Mms they cap
tured two small gunboats with most of the 
British ammunition and supplies. By this 
time, the British had reuched a spot two 
miles west of Moraviantown. It was here 
that Tecumseh insisted on a second stand an~ 
again Proctor agreed. ' 

ENGINEER-Fade out Yankee Doodle sound ef. 
fects. 
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ANNOUNCER- The day before the battle, about 
four o'clock in the afternoon, t he family of 
a man named fleming who lived nearby, 
were warned t hat t he Americans were ap
proaching and they had better make flight. 
Fleming put his wife and children into a 
canoe and let it drift down the r iver. In the 
gathering darkness, on coming near t he 
mouth of Arnold's creek, he saw the Ameri
can camp fires and kept close to the banks. 
S uddenly ... 

ENGINEER--Come in with sound effect of baby 
crying for fi ve seconds t hen fad<.' suddenly. 

ANNOUNCER- The Fleming baby began to cry 
but Mrs. Fleming gagged it with her apron 
and they passed safely by the enemy and 
landed near Louisville. The baby later be
came County Treasurer Fleming of Kent 
County. 

VOIC~Further up the road, the British and 
Canadians formed two lines of defence . . . 
Colonel Warburton in the van and Proctor 
with his staff behind the second line. Inter
mingled in tne lines were Tecumseh's 600 
braves ... Meanwhile, the chieftain had been 
watching at Arnold's Mill for the fast ap
proaching Americans, and when he sighted 
them sped on his great white horse to give 
the alarm. 

.ANNOUNCER-Then suddenly the enemy's 
bugle sounded. (Pause) . 

ENGINEER--Come in with bugle charge. 

ANNOUNCER-The men from Kent ucky swept 
down upon the red line. The British emptied 
many saddles but the cavalry rallied and the 
defenders, unable to r eload, fell back. The 
second line fired a volley then the British 
ranks broke and fled. Proctor, himself al
ready in flight, made no attempt to rally 
them. 

VOICE--Tecumseh and his men fought stoutly. 
Seeking to distract the enemy, the Chief 
showed himself along the road and the Am
ericans set off in pursuit. A stray bullet 
wounded Tecumseh in the thigh and he fell 
to the ground ... another mortally wounded 
him in the chest. 

ANNOUNCER-An American officer, much in 
advance of his men, saw Tecumseh on the 
ground and rushed forward for the kill but 
Tecumseh, raising himself on his elbow, hurl
ed his tomahawk which struck the American 
between the eyes. Gradually, the defenders 
yielded and the Indians, bearing the body of 
their chief, sought shelter in the woods. 

VOICE-Today ••. no one knows where the body 
o! the famous Chief is buried. For days the 

( ,; tradition lingered t hat Tecumseh would re-
- t urn to again lead his people but the Chief

tain vanished !rom sight amid a haze of mys
tery. General Harrison must have been 

doubtful for in his d<'spalches to Washing
ton he never mentiom .. d Tecumseh's death. 
Today ... on the hatUefield where he fell, 
citizens of Thamesville (once Tecumseh) 
have raised a simple monum(•nt but few of 
our presl:'nt generation realize its signific
ance. 

ANNOUNCER-It was after the battle we have 
just narrated t hat t he victorious Americans 
swept into the village of Fairfield, only a few 
miles away, where they applied the torch to 
the entire settlement ... From their hiding 
places in the woods, f he people of the com
munity saw their homes destroyed and the 
result of years of labor wiped out. Discour
aged, t he fugitives fterl east to the shores of 
Lake Ontario where they lived for two years 
and then returned to their r uined village. J:<"or 
a brief period t hey lived in improvised huts 
and then moved across the river and founded 
a new Fairfield. # ' a , ,. 

We are going to ask Mr. Dobson to tell of 
the building of t he second church and com
munity but fi rs t let U9 pause for a few mom-
ents while we hear Mh~s Jacobs and Mrs. 
Huff again as they sing. 

MISS J ACOBS AND MRS. HUFF-Sing. 

ANNOUNCER-a nd now, Mr. Dobson. 

MR. DOBSON-After the destruct ion of Fairfield, 
t he Moravians and t heir Indian charges scat
ter ed. When peace was signed in 1815, the 
missiona lries ret urned to the site of t heir old 
village but the charrerl remains of what had 
been a thriving village depressed them so 
t hat they did not rebuild. Instead, t hey 
crossed to the south side of t he river wher e 
they found a still more attract ive location 
to build. They called it New Fairfield. Here 
amidst a lovely setting of ancient trees, within 
sight of t heir former homes, the Moravians 
and their India n followers built a new church, 
mission house and school. For nearly a 
century this church and mission house con
t inued to be the religious centre for the valley 
people but as the Thames basin became 
more thickly populated, .. neighboring com
munities built their own churches and the 
Fa irfield church gradually fell into disuse 
and neglected. In 1903, .. . the mission was 
merged with that of the Methodist church 
whose workers had been invited to the reserve 
40 years earlier. It is now under supervision 
of the Canadian Government and the United 
church. Today . . .. • the picturesque old 
buildings stand alone amidst gnarled old fruit 
trees. They are the only traces of what waa 
once the busy and prosperous community 
of Fairfield. 
Once a year, however, services are held in 
the old church. This year . .•. the buildings 
are being painted and redecorated and in 
September we plan to observe the 153rd 
anniversary of the building of the first pro
testant church in Canada. All are invited 
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to be with us in Sept. to commemorate the 
memory of those men who labored so faith
fully in that vineyard of God's work of other 
days. 

(B ANNOUNCER-Thank you very much Mr. Dob
son .... Friends, we would like to say a word 
in respect to Mr. Dobson. He came to 
Chatham to take part in our program tonight 
under a great handicap. A few weeks ago 
he had the misfortune to fall from a ladder 
and injure the heel of his left foot and it is 
with great difficulty he is able to get around. 
Your Almanac writer did not realize the 
seriousness of his injury when he invited him 
to take part tonight ... but like the faithful 
servant he is, .Mr. Dobson was anxious to 
come particularly whw he was told of the 
nature of t his program. 

. Also to those who came with him tonight, 
-' · ., • may we say a hearty thank you. r 

And now, Mrs. Jacobs and Munro Pheasant 
are going to sing again in their native tongue 
the hy mn "Rockingham". ' 

MRS. JACOBS AND PHEASANT -sing. 

ANNOUNCER-It's time now to welcome back 
to Kent County those boys who have . .. or 
arc returning t_his week. Yes, folks, they are 
gradually commg home. One day soon the 
~un will sh!ne fiercely and triumphantly and 
1ts heat Will warm a world chilled by long 
months of war. One day ... a blessed sil
ence will descend upon the battlefields of the 
earth, and men who were boys a short time 
ago, will drop their guns and turn eager eyes 
toward the future which they so well deserve 
-:-a future in wh1ch war will be only a hor
rible memory ... a nightmare that has come 
~nd gone. On that day there will be singing 
m the hearts of millivns and there will be 
joy in the land. So it's Welcome Home to: 

~-~·--·---------------·---------------------------------------------;~ • . . 
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Private R. D. Guyett of Wheatley; S. 1-'. Cook, 
West Lorne; E. H. Couture, Tilbury; Sergt. 
C. F. McClellan, Morp<'th; W. L. Jewell, Tur
nerville; ... Jo'tom Dre~den ... Sergt T. \:{ 
Carscallen; And from Chatham . .. W. D. 
Martin, 195 Adelaide Street; J. K. Lachine. 
R.R. 7; H. T. Haley, 27 Campbell Avenue; 

A. A. Oehoey, 42 ~~ Raleigh Street; and Capt. 
Henry Pec:o, 262J ~ Victoria Avenue. 

Also a welcome to the following members of 
the R.C.A.l•,., who arrl\'ed earlier: Flight
Lieut. R. M. La no' er and LAC. E. C. Bowyer, 
of Northwood; Warrant Officer T. K. Lum
ley, Charing Cross; LAC. D. F. Simpson 
Glencoe ; Flight-Lieut. G. R. Robinson: 
Wheatley; Plight-Lieut .. N. L. Lanca::~ter 
Wardsville; and the following from Chat: 
ham: Flight-Lieut. J. R. Barr, 68 Inshes Ave
nue; Pilot Officer S. T. Emans, 202 St. 
George Street; Flight-Lieut. M. W. Brown, 
241 Grand Avenue East; Warrant Officer G. 
C. Milley, 61 Edgar Street; and Pilot Officer 
H. Crosbie, 349 Queen Street. 

And now by way of variation, Miss Noah 1s 
going to play one of the old favorites "The 
Indian Love Call." 

~USS NOAH-Plays. 

ENGINEER-Come in with closing theme. 

ANNOUNCER-And thu'3 we bring Chapter 26 to 
a close. Your Almanac leaves the air to re
turn ~gain next Thursday evening at 9 P·!r 
Here 1s your thought for the day . .. "Tli'
WAY TO PRESERVE THE PEACE OF.TilE 
CHURCH IS TO PRESERVE THE PURITY 
OF IT." 
Kent County Family Almanac has been 
brought to you through the courtesy of the 
Canada and Dominion Sugar Company, Chat
ham and Wallaceburg. 
Good night all. 
This is CFCO. 
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CHAPTER 27. 

REPRINT OF BROADCAST OVER CFCO 
Thursday, August 16th, 1945. 

Chatham, Ontario 

ANNOUNCER-Canada and Dominion Sugar Co. 
presents "Kent County Family Almanac." 

THEME-"Florentine." 
(In and fade back to announcer) 

ANNOUNCER-Reflecting the rhythm and flow 
of this great agricultural county and lhose 
surrounding it ... comes Kent County Fam-
ily Almanac ... a program th!lt ch~nge~ ~s 
the community changes .•• ahve w1th VlVld 

pictures of our towns, our city and our peo
ple ... Anything and everything that .haJ? 
pens in this rich-garden land of Ontano 1s 
b"!"ist for the mill of the Almanac. 

THEME- (Up--then fade back as announcer con-
~ tinues). . 

'-.1 ANNOUNCER-This is Chapter 27 in which your 
Family Almanac brings you a brief picture 
of the joy that came to Kent County when 
the long awaited news flashed around the 
world Tuesday night. You will hear a re
cording of the celebration that followed-the 
cheers the bands and the fireworks. Listen 
also tC: our story of "Chatham and the Riv('r 
Thames, 100 years ago" and a ~;>rominent 
guest who will speak at the conclus10n of our 
program. It's a thrilling and interesting half 
hour. 

THEME-(Up to end). 

ENGINEER-Immediately after opening .... 
come in with record "0 Canada." (one verse). 

VOICE B.C.-Within a few minutes after the 
news that Japan had surrendered, reached 
the city, Tuesday night, the citizens went 
wild with joy. We had a recording made of 
the celebration and for the benefit of those 
who did not venture downtown and our 
friends out in the county, we want you to 
hear how Chatham celebrated. 

'G".NGINEERr-Come in with recording of V-J 
(;; street noises. Run for three minutes and 

t hen fade out u announcer commences to 
talk. 

(89) 

ANNOUNCER-The war il' over. 

ENGINEER-Come in with Warsaw Concerto 
and fade behind announcer. 
These simple words, ~o long the anguished 
~ope of countlc.;s milliot.o:. round thE: ~o~lu'"; 
speak the relief and profound thanksg1v1~g 
which overflows the human heart. The s1x 
years of darkness, which ov~rshado,,·ed. th 
universe, has come to an end, and the hght:~ 

are shining again all over the world. 
It has been our custom on these broadcasts 
to welcome back to Kent County our fighting 
sons and daughters, those who arrived back 
from overseas during the week of our pro
gram . . • The list of arrivals this week is 
too long so to them we will just say "Welcome 
Home"-but these simple words go out from 
a grateful and sincere people . 
It is to those who have made the supreme 
sacrilice and to the homes impoverished by 
their loss that we owe homage. We are as 
proud as any nation could be of their valor 
and devotion to the cause now won. But 
pride and the words which pride commands 
cannot express the gratitude they have earn
ed. 
This is a time for r ejoicing. The greatest 
threat against free institutions and demo
cratic government in the history of the world 
has been completely overwhelmed. It is a 
triumph for alt things which the English 
speaking people have fought and stood for 
over the centuries. 

ENGINEER-Come in without introduction-
with "There'O Always be an England." 

ANNOUNCER-A tribute to our cousins and all
ies across the border .. . Irvin Berlin's patrio
tic and stirring "God Bless America." 

ENGINEER-{;ome in with record-"God Bless 
America." 

ANNOUNCER-Chatham and the River Thames 
-100 y~ars ago. 

ENGINEER-Come in with recording "Faith of 
Our Fathers" for 20 seconds then fade out 
as announcer commences. 

--



ANNOUNCER-Peace reigned O\ er the Thame~ 
Valley e:1rly in the 1840's. After the war 
of 1812, a treaty had been signed between 

, Britain and the United States and every
where throughout Kent County thriving 
communities began to appear. On the south 
bank of the r iver a settlement was establish
ed which later became the site of our now 
prosperous city--Chatham. 

-- . 

William Chrysler ... was perhap~ the fin~t 
permanent settler. In 1820 ... he built a 
log house on the spot which later became the 
site of Dr. T. K. Holmes' residence ... Old 
St. Paul's English church was erected t he 
same year. In 1831 ... the first public school 
was built on the site of the present Central 
School and by 1833 the population had 
grown to be 300. By 1842 ... Chatham at
tained the dignity of a village and this is 
where our story commences tonight. 

VOICE B.C.-It was in J une, 104 years ago, that 
Charles Dolsen and Wm. Fulford brought to 
t he village their printing presses and equip
ment .. . and, on Saturday, July 3, 1841, 
t hey issued the first newspaper to be pub
lished in t he community. They called their 
paper ... the Chatham Weekly Journal and 
set t he subscr iption rate at 15 shillings per 
annum, postage included,-approximately 
$3.75 in our money today. 

' ANNOUNCER-On a recent broadcast .. . we 
!'Jo.1 told of locat ing a fi le of these newspapers in 

the office of Sheriff Arthur Poulter at Har
r ison Hall and it is from these musty old 
papers, yellow with age, that we are able 
to bring you this chapter of your Family Al
manac. In t heir first edition, Messrs. Dolsen 
and Fulford relate the progress of the com
munity up to t hat time. They proudly ac
claim that the village contained 812 inhabi
tants in addition to a military garrison of 
two companies . .. There were seven stores, 
a brewery, a distillery, a blacksmith shop and 
other small establishments .•. and adjoining 
the villaJe there was a large grist mill-D. 

... , ... For"syfh ' ana James Read dealt in· dry goods, 
groceries and hardware. 

VOICE B.C.-A. Currie and D. Frazer ran tai1or 
shop8. 

ANNOUNCER-And apparently there were 
three hotels ... The British Hotel ran by S. 
T . Probett •• . The Commercial by J . Taylor 
and the British North American operated by 
Charles Dauphin. 

VOICE B.C.-L. Taylor was the village barber. 
He advertised in the Journal .• . "terms for 
shaving, haircutting and boot blacking are 
12 shillings every three months and ladies' 

·· fancy curls and old ones are'done over' in the 
1 .. 

latest fashion." .Rell\ember folks, .,we are 

II~ 

reading from the Journal of t hose days. Tay
lor evidently dealt in music too, for durin~ 
the long summer eveni'lgs could be heard tht 
barber shop quartette. 

ENGINEER-Come in with recording "Sweet 
Adeline". Run for 45 seconds and fade out. 

ANNOUNCER- Business in the villa~e increas
ed. Mrs. A. D. Roberts announced that she 
was opening a millinery store ... William 
Smith started a harness shop 1\nd Hcnr~' 
Verrall opened a butcher shop at King and 
Market Streets. 

ANNOUNCER- Real estatP also bt'gan to boom 
about that time. John G. Weir advertised 
"cheap for cash" . . . four hundroo acres of 
wild land on McGregor's Creek in the Town
ship of Harwich. A farm, comprising 100 
acres of land with a log house and barn in 
Dover Township, was put up for sale and a 
two-storey house and lot on King Rtreet in 
Chatham, was advertised for rent . .. But 
don't rush out for that one, folkl , you're 
just a 100 years too late. 

VOICE B.C.-In November, 1842. a seriou!l fiN 
threatened the village. One afternoon .flames 
were discovered eating through the walls of 
the British Hotel ... 'The Weekly Journal, in 
reporting the fire says, we quote from its 
columns .. . "the hook and ladder compa 
---or more properly speaking- -what remain 
of it ... were on the job and gave every as
sistance in extinguishing the flames." The 
fire and Jack of equipment must have roused 
the citizens ... for . . . in the same edition, 
a fireman asks ... "What has become of t he 
officers of the Chatham hook and ladder 
company? . . . Where are the keys to thP 
hook and ladder house? . .. And ... where 
are the ropes, ladders and other equipment 
that were removed from the hall? 

ANNOUNCER- In answer to "Fireman's" ques
tions, t}).~ \'edito.rs of. th.e J,Qumal coo!ess they 
knew notning whatever of the subject, but 
they presume that •.. as t he member s and 
mater ial for which the writer inquires, be . 
long to a fire department, it would be natural 
to assume they had gone to "blazes." Which 
leaves us to believe that t he editors in those 
days were both humorous and earnest in t heir 
endeavor to give the public their editor ial 
opinions. 
But 'Cha tham was not out of the path of 
many prominent visitors 100 years ago. On 
June 23, Lord Morpeth arrived in t he village 
rather unexpectedly .•. and the next night 
at the Hotel Royal Exchang~. a gala party 
and dance was held in his honor. 

ENGINEER--Come in with record ..• "Minu
e.tte" for one minute loud and then gradoally 
fade for 80 seconds. 

• 
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VO rCE B.C.-Navigation ;1p and down the River 
Thames in t hose days was a paying bu~iness 
Editor Dolsen in his Journal says the r iver 
was 15 to 20 feet deep and schooners of 140 
tons burden were able to come up the river 
and load and unload their merchandise. Sev
eral steamboats of from 25 to 45 horsepower 
and ~chooners-such as "The Kent" (97 
tons) and "T he Ottawa" (87) tons were built 
at the Chath am shipyards. (pause). 

ENGINEER-Come in with steamboat whistles. 

ANNOUNCER- Two steamboats ... The Broth
ers and the Western ... left Chatham alter
nately each day for Windsor and Detroit 
carrying passengers and cargo to and from 
t he Kent County capital. The Western was 
burned at Detroit on one of its downward 
t rips in 1842 and the Journal does not say 
whether another ship replaced it. The only 
other means of travel in and out of Chatham 
in those days was the stage to Hamilton ... 
a trip of 160 miles at a rate of two pence ha' 
penny a mile ... five cents today in our mon
ey. 

Meanwhile ... business men and others were 
taking every advantage of t he Thames M a 
waterway to the outside world ... Here is 
what the Weekly Journal said on May 7, 
1842 •.. 

'OICE B.C.-"A large number of schooners are 
~\ today lying at our wharves and along t he 

banks of the river, taking on staves, wheat, 
and other produce for t he Montreal market. 
It is a cheering s ight to sec t he waters of 
our placid stream studded with masts bear
ing t he colors of Old England at their tops. 
Several vessels have left but every day brings 
new arrivals . . . it a ugurs well for the ris
ing importance of our village to see the n um
ber of ships required to carry away our sur
plus produce and it is gratifying to see t hem 
increase nearly two-fold annually." 

ENGINEER...:..;(Jome- in ·for 20 seconds with re
cord "Faith of Our Fathers." 

ANNOUNCER-Yes, friends, our forefa thers had 
faith in our country and our homes long ago. 
They had visions and hopes which for a 
while were realized, as you have just heard. 
Here is what they said of Chatham, in May, 
1843: 

VOTCE B.C.-"From every point, the location of 
Chatham has a decided advantage, either in 
conveyance by land or water. In years to 
come this land of ours will become a fertile 

(.. . _ 
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country, probably the granary of Upper Can
ada. 

ANNOUNCER-And it has become a prosperous 
country-the garden-land of Ontario---and at-

though the schooners with their towering 
masts have disappear~d ... and the boat 
whistles lhnt once echoed over the valley, 
are silent-Chatham has prospered in its own 
way and the sons of our pioneers are carry
ing on in a land thnt cannot be equalled any
where in the world. 

ANNOUNCER-Here is Mayor Ralph Steele, who 
has a word to say on the present day Chat
ham. 

MAYOR STEELE-Those who founded Chatham 
and who participated in its early life and de
velopment would have great difficulty in 
recognizing their village to-day, if they were 
able to re-visit it. The industries, the mer
cantile estabHshments and the citizens of 
those days have all disappeared. To-day in
stead of a thriving village we have a pros
perous and modern city, a city which pro
vides a good standard of living for its citizens 
and is highly attractive to visitors from out
side. 

The history of Chatham has been one of 
steady p rogress. There has been nothing 
spectacular in our growth, but, on t he other 
hand, setbacks have been few and r elatively 
unimportant. Those who have contributed 
to our City's growth and have guided its des
tinies in past years have built well and on 
solid ground. All our advances have been 
made through the effort and initiative of our 
own citizens. 

And here, perhaps, ig the one characteristic 
of our City which hat~ not changed in the 
past century. Buildings and enterprises have 
disappeared and been replaced. Citizens have 
answered the call which comes to everyone 
once, and have been succeeded by others. 
But during all these years the spirit of our 
citizens has remained the same. Those who 
had faith in a thriving village a century ago 
have their successors to-day in those who see 
a great future f or our City. The faith of 
t he pioneers has been jus tified. The loca
t ion of their village and -the wealth of t he 
surrounding agricultural area have been used 
to bring about continuous growth and devel
opment . They wm continue to be used for 
the same purpose in the future because our 
greatest asset, the spirit of our citizens, has 
not changed. 

Now that World War U is over greater op
portunities than ever before present them
selves. We know that our ideals and our 
standards have been preserved. We know 
that along with a1l other communities in this 
Dominion we shall have opportunities to se
cure new comforts of life, new industrial and 

. economic developments and new citizens. We 
know that our best citizens, those in the arm
ed forces, will soon be back with us. Such 
circumstances present a challenge---a chal
lenge which we are prepared to meet. 

.. 
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Long before now Chatham laid its plans to 
share in the expected post-war de\'e)opment 
in order that our citizens might be in the 
forefront in our national growth. We have 
made strenuous efforts to encourage those 
Industries which we already have and to ob
tain new ones, and already those efforts are 
bringing results. As time goes on our efforts 
will be increased. We have laid plans for th~> 
growth of our City along orderly lines so that 
we may not suffer in future from lack of 
planning, and these plans will be elaborated 
from time to time as opportunity permitd. 
We are confident of n greet future in store 
for us. 

Whatever may lie ahead is not now disclosro 
to us. We know from what we have, how
ever, that an active, enthusiastic and public
spirited citizenry is our greatest asset. We 
know that that asset will mean much to us 
in the future. The faith of our pioneer !or
bears still continues in our eity. Now that 
peace has returned we can devote our efforts 
whole-heartedly to civic improvement and de
velopment. The public spirit and the co
operation of our citizens must inevitably 
bring us an ever-growing and an ever-im
proving community. 
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ANNOUNCER-Thank you, Mayor Steele of 
Chatham. 

ANNOUNCER-Bob Claw~ has revised a p.atrioti( 
number well known in the United States ... 
Here he is to sing you his \'ersion of "Your 
Land and Mine." 

CLAUS--Sings. 

ANNOUNCER-Ladies and Gentlemen-Our Na
tional Anthem. 

ENGINEER-Come in with "God Save Our King" 
(One verse). 

ANNOUNCER-And so we close Chapter 27 of 
your Kent County Family Almanac brought 
to you each Thursday through the courtesy 
of the Canada and Dominion Sugar Company, 
Chatham and Wallaceburg. 

Here is your thought for the day .. . "LIKE 
A RAINBOW, PEACE RESTS UPON THE 
EARTH ... LIKE A REFLECTION OF THE 
ETERNAL SUN." 

So until next Thursday, this is Paul Hanover 
saying, "lots of good luck and keep smiling." 
YOUR STA TJON CFCO. 
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Chapter No. 2R 

REPRINT OF BROADCAST OVER CFCO 

Thursday, Auguat 16th, 1945. 

Chatham, Ontario 

ANNOUNCER-Canada and Dominion Sugar 
Company presents "Kent County Family Al
manac." 

THEME--"F1orentine'' 
(In and fade back of announcer). 

ANNOUNCER-Reftecting the rhvthm and ftow 
of this great agric\t)tural county and those 
surrounding it .. . comes Kent County Fam-
ily Almanac . . . a program that changes as 
the community changes ... alive with pic
tures of our towns, our city and our people. 
•.. Anythmg and everything that happens 
in this rich garden-land of Ontario is grist 
for the mill of the Almanac. 

THEME--(Up and fade back as announcer con
tinues). 

~ 1.NNOUNCER-Tonight ... we bring you Chap
ter 28 of your Almanac and in it you will 
hear a story of the thrill your boy received 
when orders came that he was to sail for 
home ... You will hear also of the excit('-
ment that prevails in the c~mps ... and in 
the repatriation centres in England .. . the 
joy and jubilation aboard the ships as they 
approach their homeh .. nd and the tremendous 
reception they receive enroute to their homes 
... Yes, friends, your boys are coming home 
as fast as ships and priorities will permit. 

THEME--(Up to end). 

ANNOUNCER-Music opens our program to
night and we hear William Nixon and his har
monica in a medley--"Old 97" and "Way 
Down Upon the Swan('e River." Go ahead 
Bill. ' 

NIXON-Plays. 

ANNOUNCER-Fine, BiJI ... Give us that mili-
tary number of yours .. . I believe you call 
it the "R. C. R.'s". 

NIXON-Plays. 

ANNOUNCER-And now-the question of the 
hour-"Will our boys be home for Christ
mas?" 

t ·.d.t:NGINEER-Come in with record "Policeman's 
Holiday.'' 
Now that the war is over, everywhere in Kent 

(40) 

County . . . Blenheim ... Wallaccburg . .. 
Thamesville ... Ridgetown ... eager parents. 
wives, sweethearts and friends are asking : 
"When will Jack be home? ... Will he be 
kept overseas with the occupation forces? ... 
How long will it be before we see him ?" 
These are hard questions for even go\·ern
ment officials to answer ... But it can be 
said that Canada. Brita in and the United 
States are endeavor ing to maintain the high
est levels in an effort to find accommodation 
on North Atlantic ships to bring back more 
and more of our Canadian fighting men 
Then why the delay, one asks? There is onl} 
o!le answer ... shiJ?S. Remember the ship
pmg losses the Alh ec: ~mtfered during the 
War ... and how the war spread all over the 
oceans of the world. 
To. m~~e the fairest u~e of shipping facilities, 
pnont1es must be arranged and Canada ig 
guaranteed a minimum amount of shipping 
space. Who then goes home ? Naturally, the 
s1ck and wounded . .. the fighting men who 
spent long years in prisoners-Of-war camps 

. Then the men who hav~ been overseas 
four and five years. They take precedenc£> 
over the chaps who have been away from 
home only a year or so. Priorities for the rc
t~rn of all our boys are constantly under re
vJew. Here for instance is a picture of what 
happens when a unit in occupied Germany, 
gets the order to prepare for the trip back 
to Canada. 

ENGINEER-Come in with "excited voices"-·· 
fade it behind announcer. 

ANNOUNCER-The boys feel like kings .. . for 
they are going home at last . . . Morale is 
high with all the lads and when it is known 
th~t the gang is gotog home together . 
thmgs really begin to hum. 

ENGINEER-Up with "euited voices" for 10 
seconds and then fade hehind voices. 

ANNOUNCER-Among tht>m are boys from Kent 
County ... 

VOICE-Good old Highgate. 
VOICE-Dresden .is my town, chum. 
VOICE-Boy, Chatham's gonna look mighty good 

to me. 



VOICE-Tilbury is the best little town in Can
ada ... say do you know ... 

McNAUGHTON-You guys nrc all wet. You 
ever hear of Bothwell . Now, there IS a town 
for you . . . 

PAUL-Well, if you come from Bothwell, pal, let's 
hear how good it is. Give u~ !;Omething on 
that old ge-tar of yours. Let's go. 

ENGINEElt-Fade down "excited \'Oiccs". 

McNAUGHTON-Plays ... "There's a New Moon 
over my Shoulder." 

ENGINEER-At finish come in immediately with 
more excited voices behind voices in studio. 
Yeah, Boy ; 
Good old moon; Keep it up chum. 

PAUL-Hi Cellos ... how about a song ... Any
body around here sing. How about you, fel
low? 

ENGINEER-Fade out excited voices. 

CLAUS-Sings chorus "LN the Rest of the World 
Go By." 

EVERYBODY-Sing last part of choru:<~ with 
Claus leading. 

ENGINEER-Come in with "Highland Frag
rance," ... fade behind announcer for 2 See. 

ANNOUNCER- But it's Mt all a joy ride ... not 
yet. Europe was ravaged by the Germans 
and there are practically no railways running 
in Holland. 
So ... the boys are due for a long ride in 
trucks until they reach the channel ports. 
Even at this point there are delays .. . Some
times ships are diverted to carry food to the 
Channel Islands where the Germans domin
ated for four years nnd infticted almost a 
starvation diet. 
But the boys don't mind ... They are on 
their way home and that's nil that matters. 
England ... and things look brighter. Fast 
trains meet the channel ships and they are 
taken to repatriation depots in southern Eng-

; land where so tmlny 'Ciinadians 'were trained 
for the spearhead that ultimately brought 
victory. The men are checked in, given 
leave until a ship is ready to take them home. 
England is saying farewell to our Canadian 
boys and there is good food, movies, concerts 
and dances. And throughout the camps, you 
hear something like this. 

ENGINEER-Come in with record :Massed Bands 
---"Paek up Your Troubles", play full record. 

ANNOUNCER-Meanwhile, the boys from Kent 
County are waiting ... Waiting for THE 
ship. The lad with the guitar, from Both
well, is over in the corner and around him 
are crouched boys from Merlin, Paincourt, 
Highgate as he sings: 

McNAUGHTON-Comes in singing "Maole on the 
H~" . 

-- ~~ -

ENGINEER-Come in with excited voices and ap
plause( two tables) for 5 seconds. 

ANNOUNCER-Then comes the final parade irr 
England and the units move off in trainload~ 
to the great sea ports. 
Thl' boyg arc in good spirts. Each one has 
money in his pocket anci cheques to be cashed 
in Canada. They arc going home ... The 
ship although crowded, is what they have 
been dreaming about ever since going over
sea!!. It might not be the ocean voyage they 
will tak~ their wives <.n when they go back 
to visit old scenes in years to come . .. but 
they want speed right now. They arc going 
home. 
The decks are jammed and the bunks are not 
like feather beds ... r.nd many sleep out on 
deck to keep cool. As the great ship plows 
through the night . . . from every corner of 
the vessel come excited voices, the tingle of 
the guitar or the sound of hilarity .from the 
ship's saloon where a concert is in progress. 
An orchestra i! playing and someone is sing
ing. 

ENGINEER-Come in with ''Sing me Good-NiJ;rht 
Sgt.-Major," (play all) . 

ANNOUNCER--And while the boys are crossing 
th'! ocean ... army machinery is clicking to 
see that there are no delays when they ar
rive. Radios and newspapers spread the news 
and parents and friends arc advised of the 
approximate time. ThE> boys know this . . r 
they can hardly wait. The ship is doing 2\ 
knots an hour ... Why can't they make it 50 
... The boys are going home. 

ANNOUNCER-Our picture changes . . . A troop
ship is nearing Halifax. 

ENGINEER-Steamboat whistle for five seconds. 

ANNOUNCER-As it enters the harbor a great 
reception is waiting for it. Gaily decorated 
vessels steam out to meet the boys. Some 
have bands aboara, playing the soldiers' fav
orite tunes. 

ENGINEER-:-Faintly at first .with sirens and 
crowd cheers (two tables). 

ANNOUNCER-All the ships in the harbor are 
sounding their sirens and the crowd is giving 
the boys a wonderful welcome. 

ENGINEER-Sirens and crowd chee~ loud for 
minute and fade (two tables). 

ANNOUNCER-At the dock a reception commit
tee is waiting. There is coffee, cigarettes, 
newspapers and fruit-and a man can tele
graph home free. 
The boys disembark as rapidly as possibl'! 
and board special trains-probably 15 or 20 
of t hem-and once on board the trains they 
really begin to believe they are home. Ever~ 
thing possible has been done for the comfol'\... 
of the men returning after four or five years 
steel and hell. They doze and sleep as the 
train speeds on its way. 



ENGINEER-Come in with s peeding train. 

ANNOUNCER-And at every stop committC('S 
and auxiliary services are waiting with more 
cigarettes and fruit. 

ENGINEER-Cut train sound effects. 

ANNOUNCER-As the train draws nearer to 
the reception center nf their district depot, 
the boys grow nervous and perhaps a little 
jittery. They know word has been sent in 
advance and if at all possible, father, mother, 
wife or sweetheart will be there to meet him. 
It doesn't take him long to ch<.'Ck in ... get 
his leave and rush out to the special enclos
ure to greet his loved ones. It's true, some 
have arrived unexpectedly and by some mis
cue word has not reached the next of kin 
but all Kent is waiting for their boys and 
some day soon ... all our returned men will 
be greeted at a monster celebration. 
(SOft Music). · · • 
Yes, folks, that's just a brief picture of how 
our boys are coming home. Whether or not 
your special soldier' boy will be home for 
Christmas depends on how long he has been 
over seas . •. how he tlts into t he priority 
scheme. Availability of shipping is the main 
t hing in bringing t he boys home, and that is 
constantly changing ... usually for t he good. 
BUT, say, who's t hat knocking at the door? 

ANNOUNCER-It's Sergt. Mervin Russell, of 
Chatham . .. Welcome back, Sergeant ...• 
When did you arrive? 

RUSSELI.r-J arrived in Chatham Friday night 
after clearance at the district depot in Lon
don. 

ANNOUNCER-And needless to say, glad to get 
home ... Sergeant, we have been telling our 
air audience of the experiences our boys go 
through on their way back to Canada ... 
a lao t he welcome they receive once they reach 
Canadian shores. Can you say something 
about that? 

R USSELL-It certainly is a great t hr ill when you 
.. board tlie· ship coming l1oine. Naturally . . • 

the boats are crowded but nobody minds t hat 
... In fact , nobody thinks about it •.• all t hey 
th ink about is home. Once on board every
body amuses themselves in t heir own way. 
There are always concerts and movies and 
the boys play all kinde of games. Bingo was 
t he bii' game aboard our ship ••. the boys 
gave a certain percentage to the Red Cross 
and the Seaman's Fund. 

ANNOUNCER-A nice gesture, r would say ... 
Evidently, the boys r ealiu t he benefits t hey 
r eceived from the Red Cross and t he grea t 
work our Canadian seamen did during the 
war. What was it like when you saw Cana
dian shores again? 

RUSSELI.r-Wonderful ... We docked at Halifax 
and the reception we received there was mar-

velous. I think one of the prettiest sights 
I ever saw was just before we docked. The 
fire tugs came out to meet our ship . .. they 
threw dozem' of :itrearns of wat~r high into 
the air and it surely made a pretty sight 
against the setting ~un . 

ANNOUNCER-And did the folks at Halifax give 
you a real welcome? 

RUSSELL-I can't say too much about that. It 
was wonderful. It made you feel good to b~> 
a Canadian. The boys lacked nothing . .. 
fruit, coffee, and cigarettes were forced upon 
us at every turn. And it was the same all 
along the line . .. At Montreal, the Canadian 
Legion and their auxiliary services treated 
us marvelous ... We got coffee and dought
nuts there and boy • • • that really tasted 
good. 

ANNOUNCER-How about the trains? How was 
the food ana the accommodation? 

RUSSELL-The railways are certainly doing a 
swell job in bringi~ the boys home. Every 
man had his own berth and it seemed rather 
odd not to make up your own bunk. 

VOICE-Hi, Serge . • . Where wa.s the officer of 
the day? 

RUSSELL (laughs)-Our officers wPre swell 
coming home and at all times for that mat
ter. Just like one of the boys. 

ANNOUNCER-by the way, Sergeant ... In 
what unit did you enlist with? 

RUSSELI.r-1 joined the 1st Division Royal Can
adian Army Service Corps and Ia ter trans
ferred to the Royal Canadian Regiment. 

ANNOUNCER-When a man returns there are 
always many thrills but there is one that 
stands out most. What was yours? 

RUSSELL-Meeting my wife and little girl ... 
our little girl wa.s only two months old when 
I left. She is going on three now and I can 
hardly realize it. 

ANNOUNCER-And that's true for most of our 
men coming back. They find their families 
grown up ... and it is then they realize what 
they have missed ... Thanks for dropping 
in on us tonight, Sergt. Russell and again 
Welcome Home. 

ANNOUNCER (B. C.)-Here are more of your 
boys who arrived back f rom overseas within 
the past week and to t hem we say WEI,. 
COME HOME .•. Trooper C. S. O'Brien •.• 
Private A. C. Deschamps and Trooper 0 . L. 
Vandevenne o! Wallaceburg; Sergt .. Major E. 
T. Miller .. • Trooper J. H. Ferguson and 

. Trooper J . R. Wise of Ridgetown; Private T. 
F. Roy, Paincourt; Corporal C. E. Miller, R.R. 
3, Muirkirk; Laru:e Corp. K. G. Loop, Wheat
ley; Lieut. A. M. McPherson, Blenheim : and 
the following from Chatham ... Sgt. M. D. 
Russell, 69,% King Street ; Corp. H. R. Me-
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Kenzie, 484 Ring Street; Sergt. J. l\1. Hu~n. 
71 West Street; Capt. Doug. Barlow, 142 Vic
toria. Avenue ; Major Harold Foex, O.U.E., 
372 King Street West; and here are two more 
from Wallaceburg, Capt. James Causley, and 
Private C. R. 1\fclntyre. 

Also the following members of the RCAF ... 
Flying Officer J. A. Gordon and Warra nt Of· 
ficer F. H. Poissant, Wallaceburg; Flying Of
ficer D. A . Nudds, Blenheim; Warrant Offi
cer C. G. Johnston, Ridgetown; and follow
ing from Chatham ... Flying Officer G. E. 
Smith, 308 J(ing Street; F lying Officer nich
ard Doyle, 205 Joseph Street; Sergt. W. 0. 
Dlackall, 4!)4 Queen Street; LAC. C. R. Palm
er, 17 Gray Street; Fl~•ing Officer J. A. 
llrodie, !)3 Llydican A venue; Flying Officer 
W. F. Nor ton, 251 Park Street; and LAC. R. 
F. Ba iley, of 101 Wellington Street. 

ANNOUNCER-DID YOU KNOW-(pause for 
bombardment of five guns). 

ENGINEER-Come in with recording of guns, 
and let boom five times. 

ANNOUNCER-That one salvo from five of those 
16-inch g uns uses the sugar produced by one 
acre of beets. The sugar, converted into al
cohol, i~ used to make gunpowder to fire thosP 
guns. 

AND DID YOU RNOW-(Pause 10 seconds 
for airplane sound). 

ANNOUNCER-A high ~ugar diL't is used by 
fl iers to strengthen their ability to resist 
blackout during fast turns and dives in those 

~--------.. --··--------------------------------------------------------·-----··m . . 
• . . • . 
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high-powered planes. This is becau1;e sugar 
helps keep the blood charged with carbonic 
acid gas. 

DID YOU KNOW-(Pause 10 seconds fo( 
truck sound effects) . 

ENGINEER-Come in with army truck sou nd ef
fects. 

ANNOUNCER-That sugar furnished a l<lrgc 
portion of the new synthetic tin•s that kept 
those army vehicles rolling. The alcohol, 
made from sugar, was converted into buta
diene for the manufacture of tir<>s. 
Yes, folks, these are some of the reasons why 
there is a sugar shortage in the world today. 
Last year, nearly one million tons of sugar 
was shipped to plants manufacturing war 
material. On the battlefield, sugar played an 
important role in rations to the fighting men. 
A diet containing sugar ga,·e energy to our 
boys who fought to sa,·e us from a cruel and 
treacherous enemy. 

ANNOUNCER-At this time we bring Chapter 
28 to a close and leave you with this thought 
... "The atmo phere breathes rest and com
fort, and the house seems full of welcome." 
Kent County Family Almanac has been 
brought to you t hrough the court~y of the 
Canada a nd Dominion Sugar Company, Chat
ham and Wallaceburg. 
So until next Thursday at 9 p.m., this is your 
announcer Paul Hano>ver wishing you "lo! .. 
of good luck and keep smiling." Good nig' 
all. 
This is CFCO. 

SOME 
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cursionisls became sea-sick about the time 
the vessel swept into Lake St. Clair ... but 
they were mostly pleasant voyages and the 
little white craft went serenely on her way. 
There was one particularly happy night when 
a pair of wandering minstrels boarded the 
ship to make a few nickels on the moonlight 
trip to Lake St. Clair. That \vas in the '90's 
but a few of you may remember hearing : 

ENGINEER-Come in with accordion record 
"Church Around the Corner." 

ANNOUNCER-Toward the end of her career on 
t he Thames, the owners, D. R. VanAllen and 
William Ball, stumbled onto an epoch-making 
diBcovery .•. They realized that Detroit was 
a bigger place than Chatham eo why not 
bring Detroit people to Chatham . .. The 
rune were teversed and thereafter almost any 
summer afternoon, the "City" could be .seen 
tying up at Rankin dock with a capacity 
crowd of holiday-makers from the border 
city. They drifted along King Street visiting 
stores or made their way to Tecumseh Park 
with their picnic-baskets. 

About this time, the Thames began to fill. 
Sand bars hampered the voyage up and down 
the river -and ~kilful navigation on the part 
of Captain Cornette was necessary to keep 
the vessel from running aground. When par
liament resumed its session late in 1902, 
~rge Stevens, federal member ' for VVest 
Kent, rose from his seat in the House of Com
mons: 

VOICF--"1 claim this government is not keeping 
ita election promise to dredge the River 
Thames. Chatham has a natural outlet by 
water in the Thames and I respectfully call 
upon the minister of public works to see that 
this work Is put out at the earliest ~sible 
opportunity." ,, ,, 

ANNOUNCER-The government did keep its pro
mise. The troublesome sand bars were re-

' • moved and the river channel wa~ cleared up 
as far as Chatham. For a few years after 
that the river was full of craft of all sizes 
... many of which wintered within a stone's 
throw of the city's business ilection. 

By thla time the ow.nera made another dis~ 
covery . • . The exc.,u.r,siQniata from Detroit 
were offering limitless patronage and it was 

~ ...• decided to put Oil. & .laraer wp. The "City 
_1 of Chatham" ~as &()ld JUlP was succeeded by 
.rl ~ the ''Osaifrage~• .,, ,. .. ~n came A lltill larger 
hr reraft, the ''Thouaand hluader." . After the 
1 1 1 "City of Chatham" tha lofty ~v•el with her 
~f al<WJDina' white hull waa ntbe!'l)Jitartling. 

Tb.~ f'lf)a~der" ~ould ,accommoda~ :a possible 
~ "' 1,000 . peopi~ t.nd · ~uraiona apin became 

• ~:s -. 11 the tavprite past-time for the people of Kent 
":i' County. Orchestras began to form and tra

vel on the boata. The Chatham Kiltie Band 

----

was on many of thc.<~c excursions. Often on 
quiet.moon-light nights as the big ship came 
round the bend, popular tunes of the dart 
could be heard. Remember this one : \ 

ENGINEER-Come in with "By the Light of the 
Silvery Moon." 
fade out at two minutes five seconds. 

ANNOUNCEH-(on fade) For a while these ex-
. cursions continued to be popular but gradu

ally the river began to fi ll again causing big
ger boats to be grounded The motor car 
was coming into itH own, by this t ime, and 
motorists could make the tri p to Detroit 
over newly-paved highways, in a couple of 
hours. A newer and hurrying age was com
ing Into existence and not even the pictur
esque winding river could rE'compense them 
for the loss of time. Eventually the Chat
ham-Detroit steamboat service was aband
oned-no longer a paying proposition. 

. I 

A lot of water has flown under the Third and 
Fifth Street bridges' since those days ... and 
a lot of silt has been carried down the placid 
Thames . . . Navigation has become impos
sible and today only a few small motor 
launches make their way up the river to tie 
up near Tecumseh Park while their owners 
spent a pleasant hour's shopping along King 
Street. 

In an address before the Rotary Club in Cha 
ham a few weeks ago, Sheriff Arthur Poult 
asked this: ~! 

VOICE-"VVhat would some countries do with 
this natural inland waterway?" 

ANNOUNCER-Mr. Poulter visioned such things 
as fertilizer plants, cereal plants, the present 
sugar beet factory operating in full swing, 
a government dock from where canned goods, 
grain and everything this county produces, 
would be exported to all markets of the 
world. He expressed the opinion that with 
flood control, now under consideration, the 
River . Thames could become a great inland 

• · waterway-probably the greatest in the 
world. r • • • • : l1o• 

•.1 fl'l •• ... r. n ;{ 
ENGINEER-At sentence "He exp~essed the 

opinion" come in with Tsehaikawake's Piano 
~ z ·Concerto Number 1, in B FJat Minor. Run 

for two minutes and fade on signal. · 1 · u 

.ANNOUNCER-And now let's reminisce-in Kent 
County as we vifllt several thriving ee.ntres 

J ••• long ainoe ~nished. The Kent Gazetter, 
in 1864, says that Clearville once had two 
hotels, a grist mUI, a fulling earding and 
cloth~ factory, a· cabinet factory, two stores, 
blackmlith shop and a fairly large schoo 

'1• The first posto.tfioe was established at Clear 

I 

r, ville In 1832 wi~h David Baldwin. as .postmas- . .J 
ter ... Tooay , . : as one drives through the 
southeast corner of Kent, only a couple of 

( u ) , . - - -- - - -=1 
__, 



~ . -. 
buildings and fallen stone walls of two others 
remind you of the little village of Clearville. 
F urther nor th, and more important in those 
days, was Durat, which at that time (1864) 
had two steam saw-mills, two cabinet shops, 
two tailor shops, one saddle shop, !our etor
es, two churches and two hotels. The Har
wich and Orford agricultural fairs were held 
there in the old days but now only a church 
and a couple of buildings remain. 

Troy, closely identified with the lost village 
of Fairfield, is another community that has 
disappeared. Troy with its stores, saw-mills, 
and cooper shop found a r ival in McKay's 
Corners, a hamlet of the same size situated 
on t he 12tn concession of Harwich. It was 
here that Alexander McKay operated the fa
mous and picturesque hotel which he called 
t he Bird in Hand Inn. 

There were others such as Edgeworth and 
Dealtown ... but today all t hest pioneer set
tlements are not even named on the map. 
In t he interval new centres have sprung up 
and have prospered to such an extent that 
they have become incorporated towns and 
villages ... The summer resort communities 
of Erie Beach and Erieau ... t he village of 
Highgate, Merlin lind Wheatley ... and the 
now thriving village of Tilbury •.. none of 
these found mention in the County of Kent 
Gazetteer of 1864. 

A music&l number at this time brings back 
old memories-as w~ hear a quarteUe singing: 

ENGINEER-Come in with "The Little Brown 
Church in the Dell"-run for two minutes 
and then fade down as announcer continues. 

ANNOUNCER-Our pages take on 'a modern 
tone as we look over weekly newspaper s pub
lished in Kent County and vicinity. Here's 
an item from the Petrolia· Advocate ... It 
seems one morning, Mrs. William Smith, 12th 
line, Moore Township, went into her garden 
'and found tomatoes· growfng on a couple of 
potato plants. A Sarnia man, Oliver LeNeve, 
says that it was the normal propagation of 
the potato and tomato plants which are 
brought about by bees. He explains a bee 
trallBmitted t he seed from the tomat o blos· 
soms to the other plant. Thus ... the freak 
potato ..• Over at Merlin, they have formed 
a dramatic society and the only stipulation 
to become a member is willingness to take 
part and be ready to take a role in any .PlaY 
when called upon by the director .. . The 
Mar lin folks are planning to put on the first 
play early in October . 

At Dresden, a movement is under way to 
form a branch o.f the Canadian Legion . . . 

" , 

The Dresden veterans were told that service~ 
men from both wars are eligible to join and 
the idea is already gaining headway ... Sid 
Markham is assisting in the organization . 
The author for this one remains anonymous 
but it was in last week's edition of the Til
bury Times we located it-It is entitled Dar
win's mistake or The Monkey's Protest-

"Three monkeys sat in a cocoanut tree, 
Discussing things, as they're said to be. 
Said one to the other-"Now listen, you two, 
There's a certain rumor that can't be true. 
That man descended from our noble race
The very idea is a sad disgrace. 
All the world has been reading-perhaps 
Aboul the brutal Nazis and the cruel Japs. 
Now-no ape ... not even from Japan, 
Would torture a woman or murder a man. 
No monk about freedom would rave, 
And then make his brother a lowly slave. 
And . . . here'• another thing a monk don't 

do; 
Go out at night and get on a stew, 
Or use a gun, bomb or a knife 
To take another monkey's life. 
The Jap is sure a tricky cuss, 
But brothers, he didn't descend f rom us. 

Now, that's just ~ Jot of mo'nkey talk, folks, 
but if you like t his little poem •. • drop us a 
card and we will send you a printed copy ..• 
just for the asking. 

... , J . Yes • ~ • peace 'bas come and its .rl:u>ving day 
in J apan. The United Nations are moving 

( in and the Japanese are moving back ••. All 
t he world is watching this great dramatic 
move in Japan ... a move, everyone hopes, 
will bring eternal peace ... to the world. 
All of which brings to mind the Hoosier boys 
and their Hot Shot number ... "It's Moving 
Day in the Jungle Town." 

1'. ..-. "-'· i # 

ENGINEER-Come in with "It's Moving Day in 
J ungle Town." (Play full). 

THEME--Rever se side of F1orentine. 

ANNOUNCER- Ana so ends Chapter 29 of your 
Fa mily Almanac. We leave the air at this 

· time to r eturn again next Thursday at 9 p.m. 
when we will br ing you the story of Morpeth. 
Meanwhile here's your thought for t he day : 

~Shakespeare once aaid-"1 cannot but re
member such things were, that were most · 
pleasant to me." 

Kent County Family AlmaDac has been 
brought to you through the courtesy of the 
Canada and Dominion Sugar Company, Chat
ham and Wailaeebur&'. 

This is your announcer Paul Hanover say
ing, ''Lots of good luck and keep smiling." 
Good night all. 

This is CFCO. 

+ 
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ANNOUNCER-Canada and • Dominion S~ar 
Company pre15enta ' 'Kent County Family Al-

lively "Beer Barrel Polka." · It'e all yours, 
gentlemen. n• 1 r ro ·r tt, " • 
Jr '· ,, ''lo. !1 'lhf·• il n '' 

manac." 

I 

l 
(42) 

SOPER and HARDING-Play. ·· '1"1!1/. n .. i~ 
• ' • 1 } • .'f(] 

-..... VOl OF--Lake Eric's bidden tnuure--only 
its waters know. 

ANNOUNQER.-..&mewbere beyond the pier that 
'Was once the buey dock ot Morpeth lies $100,-
000 in gold~rgo from a Brit ish sailing ves

) sel .. , There are two versions to the story 
1t but if details at hand can be accepted . ; .. the 

1 fint (now legend) began early in t he war of 
f• 1812. . . 

It was late .in the fall of tha't year, so the 
. ll story goes. a small vessel laden with gold and 
i l • other supplies was makillt its war west to 

ro~ Mald~n . . . I p.ow .Detroit. ...a .;J 
' ENGINEER-Come in with wind effects fading 

behind announcer 

ANNOUNCER-But near Port Stanley .1 
• • the 

vessel encountered a terrific storm and the 
:l captain, in order to save his Uttle craft, found 

,it necessary to throw overboard many pack
:- . ages of food and barrels of wine and liquor. 

• r 

n \'( 
ENG~ER-F4de out w~d effects. . ·; · 

~6UNcER--:.lladly battered by the stonri . .. 
·- · tTi~""abtp followed • eolV'se close. to ahore 

·d• for the remainder o~ th~ voya~e; • ~ut when 
• 

1 in the1 vicinity of what is now Moryeth docks, 
;~ "'!, ',the crew sw+ted a:n. American ship a#l9 hug-
·•J gin th ' h'of I T<,. , •.••. ,1 
~rj• JCI. .It• • PJ ,. ,,, ~ · · 1 J; J 1'Jj 

EN'd~tri~ iri ' fli~h7 3: .. "4-ll~ .. bled 
. . ... ~~"·.:t. '1Nt!. 0• ~ 

Vo1ces" for 10 seconas. . 
l11r . . J , ·,,. t '~~" t 91''" ~ · 

ANNOUNGEB-&citemeut:ii' eel for tlaie mo-
arf .,mel\tvan~ ~ PI/~' ~~JV I(Wtt~ into 

IJ: ..,c9Dfer~ue;e.,. nec;&u.ser · e41J Pn~~ .ish~ .in 
. s\rpptles ana lbumuntt , the ca~tafn · decid-

ri '~ to blUff lda !.waf t lb. ifiie ord~d all 
bait I'Uil8M be~ered elttt14t 'eretri~ pre

tend they were tlahermen. ThBDtrfearful that 
the Americana would discover the gold-he 

... ff had the men place U-,4n1~~~,..ttadr ~ 
tHI j "'ffi_ t, ~~~ol ~~d th~O\li I i~ p~er:qfl6~d. bn•J .. 

..... . ··· --·-· ... _ _.....~ --- - .. ----~----- ----.:..-.;..-.~-· 
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ENGINEER-Come in with "bell on buoy" sound 
effects and cut. 

•• ANNOUNCER-The bell on the buoy clanged 
-.., fa intly as the British ship moved out to an

swer the challenge of the American frigate 
but the ruse, insofar as the British boat and 
crew were concerned, was successful. After 
a hurried inspection the Americans left. 

Late that evening the British boat returned 
to recover the gold but apparently someone 
blundered in attaching the barrel to the buoy. 
The buoy was found but the barrel and gold 
were gone. That, folks, has been a long-ac
cepted story but Mr. 0 . K. Watson, Ridge
town lawyer and a former president of the 
Kent Histor ical Society, has a different ver
sion. After some years of research work with 
Dr . Fred Hamil, of Wayne University, De
troit, Mr. Watson has tome to this conclu-
sion:- ' . 

VOICE-"1 am convinced the story of the lost 
gold refers to the foundering of a military 
expedition that left Niagara in October, 1763. 
This expedition was proceeding to the relief 
of Fort Detroit then besieged by Pontiac, but 
was wrecked in a storm somewhere along the 
Lake Erie shore between Morpeth and Ron
deau Point. " 

ANNOUNCER- To substantiate his story, Mr. 
Watson produced a copy of a letter found 
by Dr. Hamil in the manustrtpts of the Uni
versity of Michigan library at Ann Arbor. In 
part, the letter tells of the expedition of soo· 
men and officers and the storm which swept 
them on the beach near Morpeth. The sur
vivors, it stated, made shore near what is 

~ now Patterson's Creek and there built a tem
porary for tification. It waa from t his point 
that the t\rst letter- the one we refer t~ 
was written in Kent County. It was carried 
by an Indian runner and delivered to Maior 
Gladwin, officer in charge ot the fort at De
troit. The writer, who si~~ himself T. 

'J Moncriefe, told .ol-. the Jatonn ol1 ·N4v~mbel' 
,
1 

, 7th, ,176S, when 66 men arid tw,0 officers per 
~< l fshed in the gale that wreeked t*o vessels 

-w and ,18 small boats"' eon~ininr food, ammuni
tion and a chest of gOld. That gold, the let
ter stated, was to be used to pay· the troops 

h 1 defending. Fort Detroit,-which at. that t ime 
wa8 · in British banda. · ' · 

I •• -., • ,,, ("'• \ 1 .,, ' I 

There is no doubt, concludes Mr. Watson, that 
..()m thta il~the 1~ treaufe'wbfelr h&s'"been fe. 
~~'" me~IWI tlm>or~o~_t ~'e.rem; .No one has 
_111 . f!~ bee~ able to JOCite·)t ,.Iibourh several 
u .. ~ . a~ pta 1baye ·.~ ma.de,:.Wq rthe~'l>eachea 
-•nr, ~ .. tbe·lllermaklllkao•·but' try~and t\nd ' 
11 i a ·mennafd;.·~ :a9m'l·,d#.r• 1-r,.., tsrl btJ~t 

.,.... · · · ; .t • • 1 d l,!n•., ~ · · ~·JI· .' 'ldi 
.. . "') ANNOUNcg......ForLlln*~lW, -prio~rtb the 

E'nd ot the war, Hui'h Soper played for the 

troops in various army camps in Canada and 
the United States. One number he played was 
very popular with the servicemen and her~ 
he is now with Fred Harding to play it fm\ . 
you as a duet. It's the "Twelfth Street Rag." 
Let her go, boys. 

SOPER and HARDING-Play. 

ANNOUNCER-Thank you, gentlemen. We are 
going to hear from our guests again but 
right now it's time for our story of Morpeth 
-the village that thrived when wagon traffic 
was heavy along Talbot Road. 

ENGINEER-Come in with "Sonata Pathetique" 
-up 20 seconds and fade behind announcer. 

ANNOUNCER-It wa;; on :May 21, 1803, when 
Colonel Thomas Talbot landed on the north· 

-· ern shores of Lake Erie and built a ..P9rt he 
named Port Talbot. With him was a Colonel 
Bestwick . . . While Talbot moved inland to 
make a survey, Bestwick and a group of men 
blazed a trail along the lake shore. 

ENG 
• • • ' ' "' I •r•" J 

INEER-Cut record. r, • •. . : · J.. • 
' ' ANNOUNCER-The road became known as the 

Talbot Road and long before it was completed 
settlers began to flock into Howard and Or
ford townships. The Culls were amonr the 
tirst settlers around Morpeth. They we 

1 closely followed by the GaiTetts1 the Lees, 
the Woods and t he Desmonds. By 1830 ... 
the little business centre called for a post 
office and Captain Wheatley was the first 
postmaster • • . Lord Morpeth bad visited the 
community earlier and after he bad donated 
a bell to the newly erected Trinity Church in 
1844, it was decided to name the village Mor
peth . There were several stores, hotels, ca
blnet factories, blacksmiths and carriage 
works, and the place was a· hive of industry. 
There is an old tradition tb~at Morpeth owed 
its existence in those days to the big hill im-

..., medlatelY., ..ea.st.. of .the.. 'lillasre., ,:rhet.hiU.. was 
DlUch steeper then, and in ptoneer days it 
was so steep and the roads 'so bad : : . that 
most of the wagons bad to be repaired be
fore they could go on. By 1866 • . . Morpeth 
had attained a population of 600, and the 

1 
port of Antrlum, 1~ miles ,_way, ~~ the 

,, I I village outlet•for exports. A-goverilm~'l'lt dock 
~ b•d been bufft· and Jake craft ot~r de!crip
. ti008 called there. For y~ iti the 
~ lh&inr hhtppfn; pomt• tot farm en · busi· 
•b 'neu ib_pneral ; .. .'and Mol"J)eth eon ed·to 
n
\ ~~ . • I . • .•...-1.1'1 
I • . fr . I . "1"'1 I • . • ' 

ID·t.bla era when hones were-the ebiet meam 
of transportation, the' blacksmith dld a thrlv:. 
Ina' trade. A~·~ne time rth~wer~H•. leas 
than ilve lilaekamitha • . . WiD lam· Lo·ndy, 

...X.... Duck..Joaepb Everitt. Jaa,._.,~ .. n 
: .., .. ~·t. .. in&b'1ia'nied iA.nlont· . ;:.rXna ... u·t~ 

'h~rie equipment, such ·as' harneas; the far-

----------··---
_,.___~-- • '"" Fl ...... ...:. ... -.- • :.a...~~ ...... ..... 



"', .. 
,, mer didn't need to go to Bulfalo, Windsor or 

Toronto . .. he could get what he wanted 
in the home town-Morpeth. 

. 

The village reached the zenith of its career 
in the late 70's and early SO's. Business 
hopes were built around the long expected 

, railroad . . . . planned to connect Niagara 
and Detroit. Originally, it was to follow the 
lake shore but for reasons unknown the 
Southern Railroad was surveyed and con
structed several miles inland. The result 
was the building of new shipping points along 
the right of way and the decline of towns on 
the Talbot road. The lake ports , too, suffered 
and their trade declined .. . And with them 
went Antrim and 1\lorpeth. Ridgetown had 
gained the railroad and was growing-merely 
the symptoms of 3 new era as Jines of steel 
brought new means of transportation. 

ENGINEER--Come in with record . . . The 
Church's One Foundation .. . fading it be
hind announcer until cut. 

ANNOUNCER-But the one spot that remains 
dear to the heart of t he pioneer and his des
cendants is Trinity Church which this month 
marks its hundredth anniversary. On Sun
day last t he congrcga tion observed the first 
of special services on four successive Sun
days with t he rector, Rev. H. J. Jennings in 
charge. 

, , -
~ Prior to the building of Trinity, a travelling 

mw ionary, Rev.rJ ames Stewart, held serv
ices in' names throughout the "vicinity and 
when t he good people of Morpeth decided to 
build a place of worship, Rev. F. '\V. Sandys, 
w.h<> . .in.thoee days. traversed a circuit along 
Lake Erie, was invited to become the first 
rector- .. 

Many famous men have ftlled the pulpit at 
Trinity· , .. Among them 'Rev. A. Lampman, 
fat her 'of the poet Archibald Lampman. It 
was at Trinity rectory thall Archibald Lamp
man was born on November 17, 1861. The 

·:-·· ~r·waa S8 )"ears·of age when he·"Came to 
Morpeth and he lived until 1895, dying only 
four years before his famous son. 

Today, located on what is the highest point 
in Howard Township, with Lake Erie only 
a mile away. the slender spire of Trinity 

~ Church it a famillar sight to travellen along 
No. S highway-an outstanding memorial to 
thoee faithful pioneers of yesteryear. 

' . . ... ' "' . 
ENGINEE&-Up w!th-rbe Church's One Foun

datJon" for so eeconda and cut. 
. • • /" ·'! ~ \ 

~Ot]NCER-b a 1ew momenta we are going 

C 
..... to h~ .tr<a & beautiful young lady ••• Mi81 

....- ,.. Kent~unty •• • who is here in our studio. 
. ,. h .. .. Keamrhfle .. .. ..our rueat piano team l'fO'W 

. ·- sen$fmental u they aak , you in muaic to 

. _. '1Jnnr A .• While.~' 

SOPER and HARDING-Play. 

ANNOUNCER-On Monday night a t the conclu
sion of the big Labor Day celebration at 
Wallaceburg, 12 pretty girls paraded before 
5,000 people in a beauty contest. When the 
judges finally announced their decision it was 
found that three had been awarded prizes 
and the title of "Miss Kent County" had gone 
to Miss Margaret Hart, of Port Lambton. 
Miss Blanche Bechard and Miss Cecil Fran
coeur, both of Wallaceburg, were a close sec
ond and third. We have Miss Hart in the 
studio tonight and we would like to ask her 
just what it is like to be "Miss Kent." 

MISS HART-l must say I was surprised to say 
the least. 

ANNOUNCER-Well, I don't know about that 
• .. from what we see, the judges were not 
far wrong ... How old are you, Miss Hart? 

MISS HART-Seventeen last July. 

ANNOUNCER-Let's see •.• About five :teet, 
four . . . blonde ... dreamy blue eyes, lovely 
complexion . . . Folks. if ,we ba~ oteltlJvision 
you would know what 'we ntean . . t.. Were you 
born at Port I..mbton? 

MISS H.A.RT-No ,r • • right here in Chatham. 

1 ,ANNOUNCER-Chalk one up for Chatham . .. 
~ although 'Port Lambton still gets the credit 

. 'i ~ ~-~ ... Going to 1School there? ·" v .__ 
MISS HARrr--..No . .• ~'I graduated from Central 

High at Kalamazoo, Michigan, and when the 
holidays are over I plan to attend Michigan 
State College, East Lansing. 

ANN9UNCER--Then your par~ts live at Port 
.: La~DG"ton. J& ·ihat , rig)lt1 ·- ..• ,.... . 

. ... .. ,. 
MISS HART-Yes, on a farm o.ne mile out. ! 

ANNOUNCER-Take note, folks . .• Kent County 
farms not only raise excellent crops but good 
looking girls as well. By the way, M.iu Hart 
.•. when did you decide to enter t he Wal
laceburg Contest? 

MISS HART-On Sunday night-~ne day before 
the contest. • • • • 

ANNOUNCER-And you won the title. Good go
ing, Miss Hart and thanks for coming in to
night .•• When you enter Michigan State, I 
am sure they will realize what a wonderful 
crop of peaelies, we can raise in Kent 
County. . .. ~· · . ,. ·. · 

"' 7 
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ANNOUNCER-Imagine yourself, 'folks on 
this beautiful summer evening, seated with 
a lovely young lady on a wide open piazza 

'' near the beach as Tea for Two is served. Now 
., that e&n't be, perhaps, but here are our 

guests to play it for you . . . Tea for Two. 

SOPER and HARDING-Play. 
f 

ANNOUNCER-And so we conclude Chapter 30 
of your Almanac and leave the air at this 
time to return again nex~ Thursday at 9 p.m. 
• • • Thanks to Hugh Soper and Ed. Harding, 

'lo I ' I 
:, 

•. Jtl J 

'{1: hj h:..~.I'IIJ t. hi (, I \"H ~ t:!.l l J J. r:--1 
. . 

.li".J •• ca:J 

• , II .. 
~01 : ~: Ill 

I' 

. •t!! t ,.. !f' t • · ·r: ' 1 ~::.n 

f,H.' ,i ) I !•lrl '{I' t ' .. 
·~: r.J.;Stet/J lr to . . .~ . !.lv'J 
~~ . ' fll' .... v,,,l!' It, IIIIo'£ 

ldnll: l hot( "n ,., d 

.mnrUu;r 1 •; KENJ .. COUNJ~wr I 
FAMILY ALMANAC : . ' . 

EVERY THURSDAY - 9 TO 9:30P.M. 
1ttT ' 1:] \ ,, I' OVER CFCO; 
fj ."'.I~VI b.:!; ,UI . rlrYAfi'D'AV ONT:ARIO 
'l~u{· .ll. i,, .. ,j.u; . "'~.u.~,.. 

. ... . "*' • a. LV' r. 

acquainted 'with Yt>ur County . . , ~• . 
and Your Neighbor." 

,.,.n ···• ,l : j'(_' ~ n · r 

!nO~ "(;.b ~'#o-.. tnain V.dbnu~ rtO-~-TJ!AH aaJM 
1 rGtl~C:t ... •• • • • .'Jit'fttrn) oiit , 

of · Windsor, for being with us, and we hope 
to have you around our way again soon. 

Here is your thought for the day . . . "A'I 
things unrevealed belon~ to the kin~dom o'?'
mystery." 

Kent County FamUy Almanac has been 
brought to you through the courtesy of the 
Canada and Dominion Sugar Company, Chat· 
ham and Wallaceburg. 

Good night all. 

This is CFCO . 

I 
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I 'I Chapter No. 31. ,, ' 

REPRINT OF BROADCAST OVER CFCO .. ; . 
I 

Thu rsday, September 13th, 1945 

I 

ANNOUNCER-Canada and Dominion Sugar 
Company' presents. ''Kent County Family Al
manac." .. 
~"Florentine.", , 

c 

(Up for ftlt~ "11«01lds ) then fade behind 
announc.er. • · 

Al\TNOUNCER- Reflecting the rhythm and flow 
of this great agricultural county and those 
surrounding it •.. comes Kent County Fam
ily Almanae . • . & prog'l'am that changes as 
the community chanpa . . . alive with pic
t ures of our Towns, our City and our people 
. .. Anything and everything t hat happens 
in thi!l rich garden-land of Ontario is grist 
for the mill of the Almanac. 

'HEME-(Up ud continue trumpet call behind 
announcer). 

ANNOUNCER-This is Ch&pter 31 of your Al
manac, and to-nirht we bring you two 
stor ies ... You will bear of t he excitement 
that prevailed in our county when the skele
ton of one of the world's largest animals
the Mastodon-waa uncovered in Chatham 
Township ..• You will also bear of the origin 
for t he names of many of our townships. 
. • . We have a long lilt of heroes to welcome 
back to Kent County, and you will bear our 
guea~ aini'Wr & YOUDI' .chatham boy, who ap.. 
peared on a previous broadcast . . , It is an 
interest~ chapter, and if you desire a copy, 
drop your AlmAnac a card or a letter-we'll 

} send 1it. , ,. t . . , llur 

'fliFWF :(Vir to' lind\ uol odt.lo IrJ.rr 'rJ!i1 
....... ~ ..... ~. P.. · ,. r. . oJr .orfT .mmfi 

•• 1u . , \,h.IJUU. ,;.;j, 'l¥Jl;L auma&n\ clio . 
ANNOUNCE&--.lact.ie Taylar,l4-:year-old, is our 

guest aina'er.n~ ~oul~ •ppdared on 
one of our previous broadcaata and we re

~ ~ : • afvtlti'JD&ftyl~'-.fbJm\'10 ainr again. 
:h · Hm:e.Jbe1 ill .wJtll' the btautiful ''8yl~ia," by 
~ , 0~~~ Br>w ~ck 1¥'ill ac-

company h1m in ~I hla · selections tonight. 

( 
tA~~tBtn?i.. vmu !'totlt a'il -SI J ' ;,tjc • 'l.~J.. 
· .:"':~~ '';' · 11i!! 1n\ fma.;. nlt •• ; , 1' 

· :mamnce.ai.&'l~'mpllaoll tet ,..~,.n~Aong, 
come in with recording. ''Teddy Bear'1 l Pic-

Chatham, Ontario 

j 

I 

I 
~ 

I 
! 

(~) 

nic." , . •. Up for ten seconds and gradually 
fade out as announcer continues Jumbo story. 

ANNOUNCER-This is Ute story of "JumbO Out
Jumboed" and the days of excitement that 
followed the tliseovery of the skeleton of a 
mighty Mastodon in Kent County. 

Jumbo, as many old timers will r emember . 
was P. T. Barnum's famous elephant, killed 
in a railroad accident at St. Thomas--only 
two days after most of the Chatham 'folk 
bad seen him in the circus. That waa in 
1885, The bones of what ia believed to be 
those of the monarch of a ll American .Man
nals1 were uncovered near Little Bear Creek 
two years later- 1887. n 1 1 J'. 

~ Jumbo, living, was the ldnl' ol all animals. 
. . . Jumbo dead, was relegated to second 
place. Naturalists agreed that the animal 
that bad become mired in the ancient marsh 
around Bear Creek and died a natural death, 
-Btood fourteen foot high and ita trunk 
could reach 35 f eet. Kent County in those 
days was a field for the naturalist . . . At 
several spots r emains of Mastodons were un
earthed . . . one near Troy . . • another on 
the Reycraft Iarm near Hirhgate .. . but the 
find that attracted the attention of Messrs . 
Edwin Jones and R. C. Burt, of Chatham, 
was the one in. Chatham Townah1p. · · 

n 
Edwin Jones was a civil ~ngineer. 'j l.ter 
he became waterworks superintendent and 
city engineer. The Jones' collection ollndi&It 
Hlica and1 other curios, will be aeen at the 

q,i Gbatb4m-Kent museum when it is offitially 
opened on. October 4. R. C. Bart waa a. drug

~ ru.t aDd Chatham'• official weathennati ; be 
was alao a. nt tutali.st, a ta.xiderm.iat and arch-

. [ •eoloaitt· of '80l'tl. ,..BOth gentlemmt "'Were 
,,memben of th• Chatham Seientiftc. and Lit
~rSodet,z s Atld so it •unrhm •little 
Bear Creek drain waa being ~through 
Chatham Township, bones of what w~ .. evi-

. · Mlrtly a•mutodon ~\~tete throwtt \Jt1fwlfti the 
I • Jaeavat.loD ffl'b& kn0W}e<ff8~ tberleVel')' 

rl ' came CO t~~of the dhabtaaf.aat ta 
, od~nef!Mmuw:eattt In •~lfa'dst,1'1887 ~ 

•fHt \vfth iaho-v•I~' Jbld ptobihi' lrori8 tltei lfvent 
to tbe-'*-ne. •Working liard 8l.l dli:Y :• . . ·they 

. . 



returned home with valuable trophies in the 
s hape of huge bon~ of a Mastodon Glgan
teus ••• AU that wai needed wu a tualc to 
complete one of the blgge~t finds 1n the line 
of archaeological research. 

A few days later another trip was made 
and their efforts were successful . . . They 
found the envied tusk complete .. . It meas-
ured 93 inches in length and 23 inches at its 
greatest circumference-probably the larg
est ever found in America. Among other 
bones found was one humerus, or the fore
le$' measuring 3 feet, 1 inch long and 19 
inches at its smallest circumference and 27 
inches :1round the knee joint. Four portions 
of rib bones were found ... also one shoul
der blade .. . much larger and heavier than 
that of Jumbo. Calculating upon proportions 
of J umbo in flesh and skeleton this mastodon 
weighed 20 tons • . . a veritable mountain 
of flesh and bone . ·: . he measured at leas t 
six feet over all around the knee. And so, 
on September 8, 1887, citizens of Kent County 
and all Canada were startled by the report 
in the Chatham Weekly Planet of t he great
est find in natural history. Some time eoon, 
bn a future broadcast , your Family Almanac 
will bring you another story in which rwe will 
tell of the resting place of those bones of 
t he ~ighty Monarch that roamed Kent 
County long before Columbus landed on the 
American continent. 

ANNOUNCER-Some orchestras have a nack of 
changing our musical numbers all around. 
They jazz up the popular songs und they 
change the rhythm of the old-time pieces. 
Take for instance . . . "Turkey in the Straw" 
• •. The New Light Symphony Orchestra has 
revised it and you hear this : 

ENGINEER-Come in with recording "Turkey 
in the Straw" •.. Play all. 
At end, come in (unannounced) with record
ing . . . "There's An Old-fashioned Town" 
. . . Up for 25 seconds and fade behind an
nouncer all through"storr· of English names 
of county townships. nn • • 

,, t Jl I I I ,,f.~ 

ANNOUNCER-We go to England for t he sec
ond ·portion of our broadcast to-night in or
der that we may learn the origin for' the 
names of some of our Kent County town-

.,~ shipe. When Kent was 1lrst surveyed in 
-t 1792 and its boundaries laid out in 1800, it 
., ineluded the adjoining county of EMex. This 

status eauaed many English Eaex names to 
.. : be in Kent County and many Kentish n&me! 
ci · in what is .now Essex. ' , .. •·: 
·I · 1 . I . • I 
:.l'f, For ~tanee. Raleigh Township SUftetU a 
'<' . parieb of· similar designation to be. found on 
• . ~be . m.apa .of Euex, ~land.a· It wu, tbe 

... : .. IOeatlon ,of 41 Jl*U~ .mediaaval.J.Datit;ation 
· · known aa the l.&wlesa Court. Here tenants 

.. • . ~ t>s>un<la 10 legend eaya,-to ..appear C!nee 

... .. 

• I 
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each year at the first crowing- of th~ oock, 
and for some reason all the business was 
conducted in whispertl. A cJaim ,hu · bee 
made that the tovmship w88 named afte 
Sir Walter Raleigh, that adventurous ex
plorer to America and favorite of Queen 
Elizabeth. He who la id his cloak -over a 
puddle and might well have said-"Step on 
it, Be.'ls." 

When Tilbury Fort was born in old Eng
land, King Henry Vlll (he of the many 
wives) sat upon the t hrone. Around Til
bury Fort are still to be found traces of 
a camp formed to r epel the threat of the 
Spanish Armada. Fate decreed that it 
should be born again hundreds of years later 
in Upper Canada as Tilbury Township. 
Harwich, third ~wnship from the British 
Essex, is Saxon in meaning . . . "hare" . .. 
an army and "Wick" a stormy pla~e1 To
day, in England, Harwich has its naval for
tifications and ship-building .. . Its popula
tion is about 13,000. Harwich in Kent 
County is one of our most prosperous town
ships. 

Howard Township is indebted for it.s name 
to Thomas Howard, then the Earl Effing
ham. His daughter, Lady Mary, was mar
ried in 1772 to Sir Guy Carleton, Governor
Genera1 of Canada, when the township was 
surveyed and named. 

Camden, West Township, likewise shows th 
personality in preference to a place-name. He 
was Charles Bratt, Earl of Camden, famous 
in English Law and Government. · 

Orford Township was called after the Town 
of Orford in Suffolk. It used to be an im
portant place but the sea choked the har
bour with sand bars and prevented vessels 
from docking there. Sir Robert Walpole was 
made Earl of Orford in 1742. · 

Governor Simcoe had a lot to do with the 
naming of Chatham and Chatham Town
ship. In 1793 he proposed London as the seat 

" of t he Government for Upper Canada. He 
· also chose a place to be known as Oxford 

(now Woodstock) as a likely town •. .. and 
another with good possibilities of beeoming 
the capital of the lower district, called Chat
ham. The situation of t hese three places 
on the Thames River in Ontario is similar 
to t hose in England, and may have been the 

11 motive behind ~ selection.. J 
I I • :o 

n And did you know that Chatham'• leading 
.:J b otel, wu named af ter William Pitt,· the first 
-":l Earl of Chatham in 

1
Kent -coUntyi England 'l 

. • \ • f •I , 

· ANNOUNCER-It's time now 'fi9. ).)~ . J.acfi 
Taylor again t.nd for his next selection, he 
has chosen that popular "On WllllfJ)t8ong''; # 

' j by llendelasohn, I ' ~ I : , r 

~-----~----~--~---------~----~~~-----------~------~--~----~-------
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JA<:ICIE--Sings; .. ·. ··, · ' "• . : \ . ' . I • . • : . , 

. , ... -. • a "J • • '• • I j 

·-': ENGINEER-At eonclusion of song, two seconds 
pause and then come in with recording • . . 
"Entry of the Gladiators." Up for 16 s~ 
onds and fade low as announcer reads names 
of those arriving from overseas. 

ANNOUNCER-More than 18,000 servicemen, in
cluding 2,000 personnel of the RCAF, re- · 
turned to Canada over the week-end and were 
given the traditional noisy welcome at Hali
fax and Quebec. Here in Kent County ... 
anxious parents, wives and sweethearts 
waited patiently and on Tuesday and Wed
nesday as they arrived .. . happy scenes took 
place in many homes. 

Here are the namea of your boys who re
turned this week: 

All Kent County joins Wallaceburg in wel
coming back Private H. T. Simpson .•. Sap-
per H. J. Hofmans ... Sergt. 0 . Haggerty 
. .. Sergt W. Collins . .. Private P. J. Thomp-
son ... Private L. Raymond ... Sapper E. 
Emery . • . Corp. J . F . Downes . . . Capt. M. 
L. Booth . .• Private M. R. Bird •.. Private 
G. A. Better . . . Private W. Campbell ••. 

And a welcome back to the following who 
a rrived at Blenheim : 
Gunner B. Maynard . . . Gunner H. A. Boswell 
Gunner F. McLean . . . Gunner N. G. Mc-
Guigan . . . Staff Sergt. E . J. Cayless ..• 
Sapper C. M. Griffin, R.R. 1 .... and Sergt. 
W. J . Simpson. 
Those ~ho arrived at Dresden : 
Sergt. A. E. Bishop . . . Craftsman R. F. 
Gonerman .. . Sergi. R. R, Markham. 
Bothwell welcomed: 
Gunner W. R. Johnston and Lance-Corp. H. 
H. Humphrey. 

At T hamesville, the following were welcom
ed: 
Craftsman G. D. Wilson, of R.R. 3 ... Crafts
man R. Northcott, of R.R. 3 •.• Private D. ,, 
Watson •.. Sapper C. J acques. 

Those arriving at Tilbury were: 
Private J . Moynahan,, .. Cor p. B. J. Mailloux 
... Corp. L. L: Parker ... Corp. V. L. Peltier . 

•·':_)• I ,,.,':'J' • " c. I ' t ' ; 

VOI~wheatley 'Welcomed : . . ·Private R. J . 
Bickford ; Sombra, Corp. R. F. Hazzard ; 
Paincourt, Private1 L. .~. Gervais; Electric, . 
~~· .R..~p~oJ~ l~. Rid~town. 
Pa!'lD. ·Gtftilmage , ~..lcvrirlp, Sergt. 
S. lJ . . 10rklabdY.0 1!1oreba;r.{;umter E . M. 
W'&ucauab; North~vaterF. ~· Arnold ; 
Courtri bt 'Private J ;!!''Phair : 

8' · '1 ;Hi~>!H ':fu ~,7:'\l' • 

( 
A:NNOUNCEit-Ae4i~ff'PcJscM~ng list of Cba.t.. 

I ham men: 
· ,. SaRper A. J. Cook • • • Gunner H. E. Foster 

· . .. Gunner G. L Boswell . . . Private P. H. 

) 

t: L. B. Croaa . • • Private )I. N. &mith ••• , 
Private W. D. Edwards .. • . Corp. J. Ireland 
... Sergt. K. Crawford of R.R: 6 ..• Sergt. 
W. Downie ... Serrt. A. R. HU8twick .•• 
Sergt. G. E. Eves .. . Private L. L. McCart 
. . • A. R. Langford • . . Quarter-MB.!ter
Sergt. A. L . Barks ..• Lance-Corp. R. D. 
Fisher ... Lieut. J. A. Fellows •.• Staff 
Sergt J. W. Miller ... Private D. H. Betts 
. .. Corp. W. C. Shepley ... Sergt. 1 Mc
Donald ... Private W. D. Land ... Private 
W. G. Graham ... Sapper H. G. Mason .. . 
Company Sergt. Major G. A. McDonald .. . 
Corp. E. D. F1ynn ... Private A. Johnston 
... Craftsman J . R. Higgins ... Private J. 
Mullaby. ,, 

VOI~Air Force personnel included the fol
lowing from Kent County: 
LAC. E. D. Newman, Highgate ... LAC. J . 
L. Leatherdale, Ridgetown .•. LAC. J . E. 
Johll8ton, R.R. 1, Turnerville . : -. LAC. D. 
J..L Harrett •.. LAC. J. Laahmore ... LAC. 
F. T. Welsh and Corp. L. B. Poper of Wal
laceburg ... LAC. J . T. Hughes ... Corp. J . 
H. Herd . . . Corpl. L. B. Poper and Sergt. 
W. D. Kennan of the RCAF Accounting staff, 
all of Chatham. 

ENGINEER-Half way through reading of 
RCAF names ... at LAC. F. T. Walsh ... 
come in faintly with recording .. . "Lords 
of the Air" . . . and on conclusion of the 
names UP and continue to end of record. 

ALMANAC WRITER-Ladies and gentlemen . . . 
this is your Almanac writer speaking ... It 
has been my policy not to speak at length 
on any of our programs but tonight I am 
breaking the rule I made at the start of 
our broadcast .. . because of a special rea
son . .. Since the inauguration of this pro
gram, your master of ceremonies has been 
Paul Hanover ... Tonight, after 31 broad
casts . .. Paul leaves our program and the 
station for fields anew •.. While still r emain
ing in the announcing business, he plans 
to continue his education · and possibly a t-
tend university. \ _ \ . ' \ ·, 

Paul has made a lot of friends on our pro
gram and I as well as our Almanac listeners 
\Vill be 'sony to· see him go .••• but as t he 
saying goes you can' t keep a young man 
<Jq~ • .. ., &Ul, by \ he way,~?i( old are' 
you? a •• 

t\ I ~ ),.;,' . h-'1 -;;.c.. .. ' . 1:J ... . • . • . , a 'J. , ...., ·I 
..~· • 4 -'.t"'Au~eu, (;eo~, .J rwa ~fneteeD· ~ye&Nl old, 

laat .~J'Of-9'· H:l TO · 
~uh(t .l" , tlld,' tbu crawl out of th,l 

cradle to start in this business 7 1 

· I 
PAUL (laug~)-N9t exactly ... J.. .~ an-l 

(lnuo·J iibunctng M' Sablt Ste/ M:Atla atlof:tly after 
' hacfU.\ion ~rom hlgn sChool That was tw~ 

Cornfield • .. Gunner T. A. WUder ... Ser~ . l .... -.... _ and a half yeara_ aao. · 

-
1 



.. 
WRITER--Well, say .. . just what Is there that 

drives a young man fnto a .field like radio 
announcing. , . ... ,(' .. 

PAUL-There are as many reasons as there are 
different types of people . . . Speaking !or 
myself .. ; I had done a little dramatic work 
at school and liked it ... so • .. in planning 
what profession to follow I decided rad io 
work was the easiest way of making a liv
ing. 

WRITER--So you followed the easiest line of 
resistance ... No~·. honestly, has it been 
as easy as you figured it would be? , 

I' 

PAUL-Outside of having nervous prostration 
before and during broadcasts . . . worrying 
about pronunciation! and the timing of pro
grams and being razed by all and sundry 
for trying to sell everything from lead pen
cils to motor cars ... it hasn't been so bad. 
. . • But r DO want to say that working on 
this program baa given me more pleas
ure than anything I have run across yet ... 
in radio, of coarse. · ~ 

WRITER-Well .•. thanks Paul, it has been nice 
working with you. And don't forget, jf you 
are ever down this way on a Thursday night 
.•• drop in and say hello to the folks on the 
air. 

..... PAUL-It will be a pleasure .: .. but let me in
~ troduce your new announcer ... He is John 

Size of Hamilton . . . the city, by the way 
. .. I am going to ... Come in John, and say 
hello to your new friends. 

J. SIZE=--Good evening all ... It's an honor to 
be assigned to work on the Family Almanac 

-~ .. 

... and 1 am looking forward to a long' stay 
with you ... lt will be swell reviewing the 

• ·history of Kent County and at the sam 
time learning all about this wonderful county 
of yours. ~ 

. , 1 , , •• 

WRITER-And there you are, folk!! ... It's good
bye, Paul, and welcome John, who next 
Thursday evening takes over as master of 
ceremonies on our program. 

ANNOUNCER-Seated at the piano now is one 
who hee entertained us several time~. so 

recognizing his ability with the ivories, we 
asked him to play for us tonight. Here he 
is, King Tyrrell, of Chatham, to play for you 
a medley of your popular songs. 

TYRRELL-Plays until 9:29 p.m. 1 1 11 11 • 

THEME--=-Up and fade behind announcer. . . 
ANNOUNCER-And so Chapter 31 comes to a 

close and we leave the air now to return next 
Thursday at 9 p.m. History teaches every
thing ... Henry Ward Beecher once said ... 
"THE MYSTERY OF HISTORY IS AN IN
SOLUBLE PROBLEM" .... That's your 
thought for the day. 

Kent County Family Almanac has r been 
brought to you through the courtesy of the 
Canada and Dominion Sugar Company, Chat 
ham and Wallaceburg: 

This is Paul Hanovt-r saying good luck, good 
night but not good-bye ..• juat au revoir. 

Your station CFCO. 

THEME- (Up to end). 
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ANNOUNCER-Canada and Dominion Sugar 

1 
Company presents "Ket;1t ~pngf Family AI· 

" I • 1 manac. . \ ~ : 
• r • r' ' ., I· ., 

THE1f'E--"Florentine" l< ~ '-v' 
(In 15 second~··thtn fade baidt ot 'announe· 
er). , 'II • 

Chatham, Ontario 

ANNOUNCER-In the sandy bed of the River 
Thames lies untold wealth .. • in the form of 
sunken logs, water-soaked but still valuable 
if they could only be brought to market. Old 

' timer.s estimate that one collection of these 
logs-mostly walnut-buried in the river 
near Thamesville is worth $40,000-perhaps 
more. 

ENGINEER-Come in wi th "Maria My Own"
Up 15 seconds thtm low as announcer con-
t inues. 11. ni·:- u" !'.,...~Vol ' 

ANNOUNCER-One sllrnrner evening in the early 
'80's, so out" story goes, a group of pioneers 
f rom neal' Gleneoe came down the river with 
an unusually large nft of logs. In its .course 

~ • J t '· ·near ll'hamesviller the- t'iverl taketl:an "S" 
'1 turn .•. .. . ·and 'in·lfiobd tide nt•wa&'Jl tieklish 
1' j ob .. ~o getJ the· big~ ' rafts arotfnd 'the-·bend. 

The riwtrl ciuTidd•~more twater •dhan .it does 
now, and the ntta bad to g<Y1lJ'OUnci tha-.tum 

r.r. ;~er~~hlif?t~jP~Y!a ·the srlrn~r.V~hft~7:~~ 1G''' l1 ~'lkf· ' e •.\ ' :.toT it Wa'S jus•' ~00 hw 
ion •• ~.... , · , !t ,, ~'\] ~, ,. !1 .. ~ l r. · 1 "'• """1 
ro' on ltttefdayfin qoestion when tbe•Jtimbemnan 
l!iw J."'Mled the·.~·~ turn, the river Wa.si*>bihigh 
t. , e~ ·td,1get. their raf~ f7nr the and-bar 
-1"1 l ~r~~~ eo~"·· .1Jl they deci8ed•to.wa:it for the )}ext 

heavy rainfall. The gang, probably l!:ia all, 

t•· p~~;flL ~~lf:·-room~Jl.9~ifill~~~~~nd 
, •. 'Yi. t • rfr? 1 1 11 ~"~ p~~., 4~ ' 1 'J,, , 

NOWJ'IDMt wu not· rationed <in theSe \:layg
). but bee~ 1.was 'aearce. and the Pr'oPrietbr fed 

the men lehic:k\m•. J • Bot after ehic:kea;rthree 

11
• times fL day: f or aever&:l days, ,~he UJ.tn1were 

in a mOod 1to we'J.c:ome any ~lterpati\fl! .' .. In 
th~i!' ldJe ·'mOment8' they cast nom 'eyes a t 
& large pateh otrltl'awberries in -fh6tpropri~
toa':a ~aKden.· .n.ty .wondemi JV~t~berrlea 

, Jlen~ ~·p~ared .on the c:Wml~r~e. 

(()a ~'lliailt 'flf their' ~tq;thityi d«Uded 
,, . ~raid the.paiclh .... ~;wha.darkaeaaset
r;., tJ,e4 over the. tiny community ~0~ept 
l aut ioualy toward tbe garden. Aa tbeyrf!ere 

&bout' to ~eut th~elyea 'upo~ "!U!Cious 
red ~ they -~ in ~en€. A 

•. JtboAtl,y •• .• fia'ure f •• in a . . ,Jo~--·4' whita 
n!,.~shlrt, earryfDI' a'lantem and a DUltet 
loomed before them. They thought 'tiler re-

(44) .l _ .. 



.. 
cognized the proprietor picking his own ber· 
ries. ~ 

The men . . beat".a hasty retreat .. And. wh~ 
berries did not appear on the table t he next 
day they determined to t ry again. But that 
night as they were about to venture out, the 
men found themselves locked in their rooms. 
Somewhat a nnoyed, they retired for the ' 
night still hungry for a feed of strawberries. 
Then .•. shortly before midnight t he rain 
came. 

ENGINEER- Come in with sound effect of wind 
and rain-let it run behind announcer. 

ANNOUNCER- It was an unusually heavy down· 
pour ... just what t he lumbermen were wait· 
ing for .. . NOW WAS THE TIME to get 
their logs over t he sand-bar and around the 
treacherous turn. They pounded t he doors 
and pleaded ... but no amount of persuasion 
could induce the landlord to f ree his pr ison
ers. With t he rush of t he June freshet ... the 
sand-bar shifted burying a large number 
of the logs. 

ENGINEER-Cut rain effect. ... 
The next morning •• • the men gazed gloomily 
at the surging river . . • but tradition does 
not tell us what took place between the Jum· 
bennen and the rooming house. proprietor. 
Such is the etory of the walnut Golconda a t 
the ••s" tum near 'Thameeville . • . But all 
the way down-stream, according- to oldtimers 
••• timber, waterlogged and heavy but still 
worth money • • • i.e buried in the sands. 

A. late u 1914 ... another timber Golconda 
was diacovered in the river channel near 
Prairie Siding . . . It wu dredged out and 
found to consist of Jogs that had been buried 
in t he river bed for untold years. Lop will 

eep hundreds of years. it under water, and 
i.e ftnd contained 8,700 feet of saleable Jum· 
r.' . '£. ,'ll'~t.~ •I . "1 ' I li;· 

•· ; AlOil&' MotH· W16, ~ com~ w~ ,Qrpnized 
to retrieve the loat timber in the 'river .•• 
but the 1>romotera, it is said, became more 

11 interested in selling stock tban .fn raising 
'} lop • .. vand ~the JY"enturetflopped.· ., •' 

• rrT . T~y~·.~ ·~io~ lot, routed .trJm ita 
1 rest~ P!AU by, spnng ftooda, ftoata ~un'Iess)y 
- · dow1i the river ... I . .,oing no place in parti
a: r ·culaP f{ '< h)I'Obably 'eOIDing to' •rut •tvsome 

·ionelj'·..pbf1'11'6rir'tne bank : .C '~ ' th'ere 'to be 
fl.:: I, rburiecl~ ~ l&b~ tht.t .have &topped 
-~··~ all na'rii'atloil.,~··•~nce- ·bwit !Waterway. 
;h •Now ·J~ UJ'' ' :OO.e1 ~rtedf '"as wel ~ear AI 
~, 'Ponah · 'an r~·~~e,tz.a·~t~Ina 1t~ -'~· ,fvely 
eu· t;•T , r.> .~~li.'~ ~~ ' Iff ~ 
1 P.t .. ~~ , ~e1 r," ·1. 

~vG' .""'"='E~~;.. . .a IIi . :+:hs·..., " d· . •ti1f:.J.,I.:, . h 
..l!a'i ' ·~ .. .~.:~ u~me -"Jw.,.,. r~r mg "Hi l'lelg -
-::'1 ~/':d¥f:• ·l'. ·~ •tT . lltJ::j t~H•ht.l I ,mo. 

--

VOICE-When I was eight years old 1 used to 
stand and gaze with childish awe at a·n old
fMhioned clock that stood in the narrow hal!~ 
way of my grand-father's ancient home. 1J... 
was one of those tall clocks . . . probably six 
and a half feet in height and 1 was entrigued 
with its weights hanging down in open style 

1:'.~ .• ! its big round pendulum covered with 
brass and it& musical gong that struck every 
quarter of an hour. 

Grandfather's clock, t hey called it and if 
ever a man watched KO lovingly over any
thing, grandfa ther watched over that clock . 
. . . It was his one a nd only time-piece and 
it seemed as if it was ticking away life. 

ENGINEER-In above-at words "It was his one 
and only time-piece" come in with sound ef
fect of house clock striking and let it s tr ike 
EIGHT-then stop. 

VOICE-Every night at the stroke of eight, 
grandfather would rise from his chair be
fore the fireplace, wind the clock and t hen 
as though hating to leave, r etire to bed . 

As I grew older and travelled, I discovered 
that in three Ontario homes t here are t hree 
such clocb • . . all identical. These clocks 
had been purchased in England by three men 
••• Dayman, Lemen and Clement who had 
come to a new world aeeking new fortune 
Only the works of these clocb had bee 

· brought over on the aailing veuela that car
ried them to America and on their arrival 
individual cues were made -.. . . and the 
cloe.ks eventually became in.atalled fn three 
different homes throughout the . wilderness 
of Upper Canada. · · ... ~,. 

Today ••• one ·of those clocks i.e in the Clem
ent home near Troy . • • another, in a home 
near Lynden on the Governor'~ Road .. . and 
the third, near Drumbo . in Ox:fot'd ·County. 
These clockl have watched ovet pioneer daya 
aince 1832 and information reveals their fine 

o;t ara~ ofptea~rtatton bf4f~t'U'fftey'\1Vm serve 
,. lor -years to come. u • · _ . 

But to get back to m y grandfather's clock 
. . . one night,, the old man got up from his 
chair as usual but to the amazement ot every • 
one in the house he did not wind the clock. 
Slowly aa though very tired he zrent quietl,r 

v to hi& roOm. 4h 'hour 1ater, ' ne ' 'died aha 
'II.. • wq~ someone next looked at, th~k they 
IIU 1 

. found ft had Stopped. Although On W1l8 

a clock-maker by trade, he n~ver ttempted 
to fix it al}d the clock ~tood ,foz;; ~ • .silent 

~·. 1 memorial •W: the old 'man ~ho ~ad·watcbed 
• 1 over·it fdr Ufe'+ime. u r.'u . 

f'l b · . •.J ,, '."fr- 11 f h•J/)r 1 
BOB CLAUS and MRS. KENDlt1.CI(~ sign 

from flpeaker, Mrs. Kendri~~~ fJ.rt.t 
bars of "Grandfather's Clock',.. and on com • 
pletion of speaker, •Bob Claus trilf, sitlg-. 

--



ANNOUNCER- The f!inger you just heard waa 
. ·Bob Claus.· Your narrator was your Almanac 

1 · Writer. . .. . 
~ ANNOUNCER-We turn now to our second sto;y 

tonight . . . a story of early Chatham-of 
t he days when King street was a street of 
stumps . •. and frame buildings were a nov-
elty. b 

E NGINEER-Come in with recording "Minuet in 
G"-Up and fade behind announcer . 

ANNOUNCER-When J:tmes Soutar published 
the Kent County Gazetter in 1886, some in
teresting glimpses were furnished in an his
torical sketch of the little community that 
later became the city of Chatham . . .' The 
appearance of the village in those days was 
not very enticing. King, t ht> principal street, 
was nothing better than a decent trail, full 
of bog. holes that was barely passable to 
stage-coaches and wagons. Within the lim
its of the village, t here were little clearings 
and along the r iver bank as far east as 
Fourth street, the land was under cultiva
t ion. Between Fourth and Fifth streets, 
there was a sugar bush with occasional stores 
and log houses. The · square on t he north 
which comprises King, Wellington, Fourth 
and Fifth was nothing more than a common. 
~e military ground, now Tecumseh Park, 
'W&a a field of hay, lJaving been cleared since 
1812. . . t: . ::; . .. 

. Thoae were the days that followed the arri
val of such pioneers as Michael Lenover • • . 

. David Pratt in 1831 • . • Thomas McCrae and 
1 •• • .Daniel Forsyth in -1882 •• • Joseph Northwood 

in 1888 •• . and in later years Henry Van 
Allen, the Bakers, William El>erts, James 
Reed, the V elTalls, the· Orrs, the Dolsens and 

· · · the Coegraves. 
"': - . 

. Henry Chrysler baa previously arrived and 
. had built • blacksmithing shop near the cor-
.. _. · ner of . .:King and.l'hird streets. Dr. McMullen, 

·.·.'"'!""who ·.laW' ~ Grown-LandrAgent, eree
ted a log building on the site now occupied 
by the William Pitt Hotel. He later sold his : 
building to Israel Evans, who added an addi
tion and carried on a tavern under the name 
of "The Cro88 Keyes.'1 •In after years, it be
capw.UJe1Farmers' 'EJ:Ch&Dge under the man
aa:ement ,2f ~~ ~olsen. o~ the Jiver View· 
Fann·lri H&JelgJi T6wrlsh1p. · 

,, f f, I ) '•{ ',. f . "' • 

There ty~
1 one chilfcb ' : :JSt. Paul's on Goal' 

street, nOWt.Stanley A-v~nue but there was no 
established paawrJ I aev:;JW:. Morley, a mis-' 
elonary, used to m81ce occasional vial~ and 
later was stationed here permanently. 't . . 
It was about this time, that a very important• 

( ~ ceremony took place . • . an event, no doubt, · 
, that was a pink day in the calendar of early 

Chatham womanhood. It was the marriage 
of Harry Chrysler, the pioneer's son, to Miss 

... ( Lenover . . A similar event of importance took 
place soon after the villAge became incorp
orated in 1842, when William Dolsen . was 

· married to Nancy Evans, sister of Israel 
Evans, then license inspector. From these 
unions degcended many of our oldest and 
most r espected citizens. 

Manv of the landmarks to which Soutar made 
reference to in his Gazetter of 1866 have 
long since vanished or acquired new identity. 
The Merchant's Bank on the site of Stephen 
Brock's store, is now the Bank of Montreal 
.. . the old town hall is now the market front 
.. . and oldtimers identify the s ite of Claude 
Cartier 's pioneer tavern as the north s ide of 
King street just west of the Rankin block. 

ENGINEER-At 20 words from end (above) 
come in with recording "The Bogey March" 
faintly, and then up to end of recording. 

ANNOUNCER-You have just heard "The Bogey 
March" as played by the London Concert 
Orchestra. 

ANNOUNCER-Before we welcome home those 
who arrived this week f rom overseas, your 
Almanac extends greetings and many happy 
returns to Mr. a nd Mrs. "Mac" McDonald, 
of Wabash, who on Tuesday observed their 
golden wedding anniver sary. Many friends 
and r elatives gathered at the home of their 
eon, Angus McDonald,· R.R. 1, Thamesville, 
to wish these sturdy pioneers of Kent county 
a long and happy life. And now our Welcome 
Home-

Blenh~bn welcomed Private H. L. Partridge 
and Privau C. R. Turner. 
Drescten-Sergt. C. T. Mason. 
Ridgetown-Corporal W. B. Johnson .•• and 
Private D. Burham. 
Tbamesville-Sergt. A. E. Tobias and P r i-
vate H. J . Labelle. · , , .. ' 

...... ' {, ... 
Merlin-Private A. 'A. Cryp . 

··-· "'WJieatrey.:~.:B'Omoatdter' 'E. B-:'ll'Yatt:""" -r 
Wallacebw-g-Lieut. J. W. Marshall and Prl~ 

) 
1 vate F, L. Charron. • 4 , 

r And those . who Jarrived at . Chat'ham were 
Corp. A. Aikman, Private H. R.)J:olland, Pri-

• q 0£ ~ ' vate . R~ J . MQllaly ~ 'Sergt. WI. J .McKellar, 
Sergt. L F. S~~gt J. Tasker, Pri
vate G. E . DebQcker, Piivate R . H. Johnston, 
Priva~ w. A1 .P~k~ PrivateS. E. Gallerno, 
Warrant OffJCer R. J . Weldon, Sergt. C. P. 
Barry. 

.. "' . The foll~wiJll Ke~ .. CountJr.A~~n will also 
.. ,nuo ....J airlvi when the liner Pastet.it docks at Que-

.,bec, Frid~..:.. 't :"~~o . ' ~ 
Warrant Officer W. B. Roszell goes to Jean: 
nett'A!s Creek; Corp. · J~ T:"McVean to 'Dres'
den; LAC. W. D. Onne to Wallaceburg and 
F / S C. L. Brennan, Corp. A. M. Bristol and 
Corp. G. Lovell to Chatham. 



ENGINEER-Immediately on conclusion of Wel
come Home names, begin record .. Somewhere 

· ~ a 1 Voice is Ca1ling,"-play behind speakers 
all through poetry and if time required play 
full until end. · 

ANNOUNCER and G.R.S.-Begin reading. 

VOICE-What did you see, soldier? What did 
you see at war? 

ANNOUNC~I saw such glory and horror as 
I've ncvt!r seen before. 
I saw men's hearts bled and burn in agonies 
of pain; 
I saw such Godlike courage as I'll never see 
again. 

VOICE-What did you hear, soldier? What did 
you hear at war~ 1 • • J" 

ANNOUNCER-I heard the prayers on the lips 
. of men who had never pcayed before. 

1 heard m~n tell their very souls, confessing 
each dark stain; 

1 I hea.x-d men speak the sacred things, they 
will not speak again. 1 

VOIC~What dia )'OI,J learn, aoldier? What did 
· you Jearn at war 7 · '· • 

ANNOUNq;,R-'f learned that we must learn 
1 SOJJle, ~~.me ;!Vhat (W~ 1not learned before. 

,r. ffl~~rl'flC~r!~~~~nl..OA: rbfltt}efields .are vic-
• ..., I uWr~ )fOn JU v~ • . ,h, u 1~: rl ·'•iw I• Y 

I II 11'11 ,,. I. , ·: VC'• •:rl r.:u· ~-... j ,. 
. . ,, ,,, I 

. : ";-r 11/1 • ' 1 • .. •'I : n •• ., ~ ,.; ... :n'll:l 
_,.. trt•rT .:l. .:) •dr.t:,.l r,r,,: 

.:•·•i·: :r. t J"·•·v--n t.,.,.(l 

.:)J.J ;u.uU... 
1 • ' .t · f) r ) :I' : II' '1 : ' ! ' I ' '• r 

. !. 1 ,' ;;{[') oJ (:•" l>_j , J lrJ,J ' 
• M 

•· Unless tn peace w& kill the gems ihat·bred 
=>• new wara again. 

VOICE-What did you pray, soldier? What di/. 
r· you pray at war? 

ANNOUNCER-I prayed that \ve might ·do such 
things we have not done before. 
That we might mobilize for peace, nor mob
ilize in vain, 
Lest Christ and man be forced to climb 
stark Calvary again. 

THEME-Reverse side of "Florentine." 

ANNOUNCER-And so ends Chapter 32 of your 
Family Almanac ... we leave the air at this 
time to return again next Thursday at 9 
p.m. 

Horace Walpole gives us our thought for the 
day-"The world is a comedy to those who 
think; a tragedy to those who !eel." 

· Kent County Family Almanac bas been 
brought to you through the courtesy of the 
Canada and Dominion Sugar Company, 
Chatham and Wallaceburg. . 

( , 1. 

This is your announcer saying "Lots of good 
luck and keep smiling." .,! : ,1 

r• Good Night All. ' ' ;. " •'> rf •it: 1 

'1 I • ' ,. • rr ,~ ".T I·! • 
,,; , . four Station CFCO. ., · .,.,, ;ri.rn .,rtT 
' I · , , . '\i, • •• 't 'HJ ""..;"; •1 ' 1.1 ~~~~~; t. J;'~/ 

rnEME;.:.:.up to end. -~'"'' 
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Chapter No. 34. 

REPRINT OF BROADCAST OVER CFCO 
Thursday, October 4th, 1945. 

~NNOUNCER--Canada and Dominion Sugar 
Company presents "Kent County Family Al
manac." 

THEME-"F1orentine" 
(In 15 aeeoncls--then fade back ~f announc
e-) · 

ANNOUNCER-Reflecting the rhythm and ftow 
of this great agricultural county and those 
surrounding it ..• comes Kent County Fam
ily Almanac . . · . a program that changes as 
tbe community changes ... alive with pic
tures of our towns, our city and our people 
•.. Anything and everything that happens 
in this rich garden-land of Ontario is grist 
for the mill of the Almanac. 

( 'HEME-(to end of Florenti~e---then hold trum-
0. pel call back as announcer continues) . 

ANNOUNCER-This is Chapter 34 of your Al
manac, folks ... a chapter full of music . . . 
old-t1me favorites that you will like ... Lis-
ten to our guest pianist . .• who ... despite 
his great handicap ... plays the pieces you 
sang in days gone by . . . Our speakers are 
two ... who officiated today at the opening 
of the Chatham-Kent Museum ... There is 
a long list of returned men to welcome back 
to Kent County and listen closely, ladies, 
there is a special announcement later in the 
program . . . 8oriiel'hing that will interest 
everyone. 

THEME-(Up to end). 

ANNOUNCER-Good evening, ladies and gentle
men. we have a half hour of real entertain
ment for you , tonight . :· . lots of fun and 
music .•. but before we get under way . .. 
a word to the ladies. .Later in this program 
we are going to make a special announce
ment· to all the ladies .an our radio audience 

., , ao1 wait for it 1 and keep a pencil h•ndy . . . 
~ we want you to cop}" down an address. 

, t ~ • ' ' f • 

C 
Rfabt now it ' a music time _ ... . Our program 

1 • • tonfrht is entirely unrehearsed but you, our 
listening audience can help make it up . . . 

;, s-ted •at t he ·pfano .. bere in our studio is 
Frank Temperton, of Windsor. Now Mr. 

\ 

Chatham, Ontario 

(45) 

Tcmperton had the misfortune a few years 
ago to lose his left hand in an accident but . .. 
as th~ saying goes . . . he can play a piano 
like nobody's business . . . Frank says he 
can play any of the old favorites you might 
select so we are going to put him on the 
spot. You folks out there on the air can 
help us. Go to your telephone right now 
and call CFCO, 2626, Chatham, and give us 
the name of the pi~e you would like to hear. 
Just give the person who answers the tele
phone, the name of the selections you want, 
your name and where you live . • . Dover 
Township, Raleigh, Chatham, Thamesville or 
where1•er it may be and Frank will play it 
for you. NOW please don't phone in requests 
for boogey-woogie or jive numbers ... Re
member · Mr. Temperton only has one hand 
and it is difficult for him to manipulate the 
bass notes ... just your favorite old-time 
selections. 

There are. a number of people who knew 
Frank· was going to play for us tonight and 
they have already Sf'nt in their requests. 
Frank doesn't know just what songs they 
are going to be ... he has no music in front 
of him so we'll get off to a start with "To
night We Love" ... for Mrs. Jefferies, and 
"Mighty Like a Rose" for H. Wood, both of 
Chatham. ~--...4 ..-... _. _ _., • 

TEMPERTON-Pla.ys above selections. 

ANNOUNCER-And now while you folks are 
telephoning in your favorite selections ... 
here'" our special announcement . . . the an
nouncement you have been waiting for .•. 

The sponsors of this Program, The Canada 
and Dominion Sur ar Company will give $5 
for the best recipe for a sponge layer cake, 
in which aurar is used. Here is all you have 
to do . .. simply write your recipe on a piece 

... of paper, giving the name of the cake ... all 
the ingredients including the portion of sugar 
you use and mail it to FAMILY ALMANAC 
RECIPES, care CFCO, on or before midnight, 
October 15 . . . The name of the winner of 

-.. the five dollars will be announced on·the AL
MANAC progra.m October 18. 

7 
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Now don't t hink !or a moment those recipes 
are goina to be judged by anyone at CFCO 
or any member of the SUGAR CO:MP ANY 
staff ... All recipes will be taken to a pro
minent nutrition expert or chef and he or 
she will judge them. WE don't know who 
that person may be just now but the name 
of the judge will be announced at the Ume 
the winner is announced. We repeat . . . 
send your recipe to FAMILY ALMANAC 
RECIPES, CFCO, Chatham. 

VOICE-Now that doesn't mean, ladies, that you 
a re to send t he actual product although our 
announcer and control engineer always take 
the cake ... All that if! Tequfred is the recipe 
be plainly written on a piece of paper with 
your name and address. Send it in tonight. 
if you can . . . the sooner the better .. . 

ANNOUNCER--And t hat isn't all, ladies . . . 
•• ,. • 'Nett- week on this broadcast there will be 

another special announcement •. . Liaten for 
it •.• you wjJ} .have another chance to win 
another cash amount . . . And be sure to 8end 
your letters to FAMILY ALMANAC RE
CI.P.ES, care of CFCO, Chatham. 

.ADd JlOW let'• aet back to Frank Temperton 
and more music. 

ANNOUNCER-Well .•. it hasn't taken you Iolkl\ 
long w get to your telephones a nd it looks 
u t hough Frank here is goinr to be a busy 
man • . . Here is one for Dover Centre . . .. 
' 'I'm' Looking O-ver a Four Leaf CJo.-er', for 
Mrs. S herman Brown ... and for Mrs. Gordon 
Dick, R.R. 8, Chatham . . . ''I•JJ Be Seeing 
You" ... C. W. Fallis, Petrolia, is r ight on 
t he joh .. . He wants to hear "Always.'• How 
about it Mr . Temperton ? 

TEMPERTON-Plays three selections as called. 

.ANNOUNCER-As we told you before this pro
gram has not been r ehearsed so if you h ear 
someone talking in t he studio it's your At
manac writer taking- down your telephone 

• · calls relayed from the studio upstairs . . . 
For Mrs. H. Markham, Dresden, " Mother 
1\icCree" ... and for Eunice Stacey, R.R. 5. 
Chatham, ' 'Tour·ra-lour-a·ly!' ... And Pro
vincial Constable Jack Bain wants to hear 
"My Buddy!' 

• 
TEMPERTON-Plays seleetioTUI named. 

ANNOUNCER-.History was made in Kent 
County today when the Chatbam-'Kent 
County Museum was formaUy opened to t he 
public. A brief and simple ceremony mark
ed the opening of the building on William 
Street, which waa the fonner home of the 
'late Mr. and Mrs.. Robert Kilner. 

~· 1
• ~~y'.a ecrernoey marlced ~be realization of 

7~ • ~ • many..,yeara'·.etfort on ·t~ part-of••group of 
loyal citizens to est&bliah a home in which 

the traditions and .relics of this historical 
counzy migllt be preserved. 

Two 8peakers wbo addressed tlte gatherir{ 
this afternoon are to be heard at this mo
ment . .. The first, Professor Fred Landon, 
librarian, University of Western Ontario. He 
has a few words to say on what the museum 
will mean to Chatham and Kent County . . . 
Professor Landon. 

ENGINEER-Come in with recording of Prof. 
Landon. 

PROF. LANDON-It was a privilege today to 
be able to attend and have a .small 'Part in 
the opening of the -new Chatham-Kent 
County Museum. Some months a10, when 
in Chatham, I saw the museum in its be
ginnings and today futd those be&innings 
carried to a successful cuh:n\nationJn.the in
auguration of what will prove an important 
factor in the educational system of this city. 
It i8 very 1>f'Ol>U that Clultbam should hAve 
come to this stage of recognition of its past, 
far Kent County is one of tbe historic coun
ties of Ontario. I -recall t hat away back in 
t1te month of Febr uary, l'l9!, John Gt-avts 
Simcoe. -the first lieutenant~entor of this 
proviD<:e, pused this way on hts way to 
vuit the I'Arrison at Detroit !Where the Brit
ish tlag was still ftying. He wa.s here again 
in 1794 and it was his intention that thi 
ahould be the naval station .for his capi 
which he thought of placing at London . 
Chatham, in his plans, went much further 
than London, for nothing happened as a re
sult (If his visit to the forks of the Thames 
but Chatham did become a center for early 
naval shipbuilding. 

,. 

I thi:lk, too, of the even~ of the war of 1812 
which transpired in this area, of the daring 
J'ittle action at the McCrea House, for ex
ample, whkh, coming at a dark hour in the 
events oi the war, did so much to arouse 
renewed and fresh energy in thet defence 
of the country against invaden~ . 

There are n host of things connected with 
the earlier days of Kent County that the boys 
and gir ls of today, passing through our 
schools, should know, and t heir elders, too, 
for t hat matt er, for sometimes it is the boys 
and girls who show the greater interest in 
the history of their community. 

Not alone domest,ie matters but at "times in
ternational matter& ba.ve come into the pic
ture. So it. waa, when away back in 1858, 
old Oe3&waotimaie John Brown held his con
vention in Chatham, an event that became 

8 

l'fl 

I 

the prelude to the attack on Harpers .Ferry, 
and Harper's Ferry was the pr~lode to th~ 
great l\Inerican Civil War. 

.tsJ, 
Our {3anadjan -eommunities &re ~ng of 
age. It i8 striking how many institution are 

I 
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today arriving at the centenary stage. We 
see j t in churches and schools and in many 
other hlst itutions. These hundred year ob
servances imp-re.ss us that we are no longer 
in the pioneer era. That has long since 
passed away. But the memory of it must 
not be allowed to fade 1lway, and it is for
t unate that in communities such as Chat
ham, and in counties such as Kent, we find 
people who are giving t heir time and interest 
to developing a public interest m the past. 

Chatham as a city and Kent as a county are 
to be congratulated on possessing in this, the 
county town, such a beautiful and well 
equipped building a s that which was so hap- . 
pily opened today. There will be a deep 
debt owing ill-day, ahead to the Milner fam
ily who presented the building, to those who 

. . planned its work and to those who have 
enriched its collections by their contributions. 

-- -·-It is an example to other cities and counties 
who have yet to achieve the possession of a 
public civic museum. 

ANNOUNCER-Thank you, Professor Landon. 
And here is Mr. Wilfrid Jury, curator, of the 
University of Western Ontario, who spoke 
t his afternoon. Mr. J ur y spoke on one of 
our recent programs and we asked him to 
say a few words over t he air tonight. He is 
here now and we would like to have his ver
sion of the work of a museum and what the 

C one opened today may mean to Kent County. 

ffJ MR. JURY- The people of Chatham and Kent 
County this afternoon made history when 
they forma]]y opened t he old Milner residence 
on William Street f or museum purposes. It 
is in j uat such archives that the traditions 
of the community 1lre treasured and the relics 
of our forefathers are preserved. Museums 
should be J:onsidered an educational centre 
where present and future generations may 
acqaire .Jmoviledge Jlf what has gone before, 
and the story of the past may be ilJustrated 
and depicted for posterity. 

-···· .. -· ·-···--.. " .... . 
ANNOUNCER- Mr. Jury, we understand you 

have been doing some excavating at Fair
field, site of the ancient village of t he Mora
vians, destroyed by the Americans during 
their invasion in 1813. Just what are you 
trying to find there? • 

MR. JURY - Because · of the f aith and courage of 
those Moravians, we are trying to find out, 
t hrough our discoveries, just how t hey lived 
and what they used in those days. So far, 
we have been able to locate the sites of many 
of their buildings, including the church. 

ANNOUNCER-And are there any other impor-
( ) tant discoveries? · 

· ~R. JURY-Wen, I located the bed-log that 
marked or indicated the site of t heir church 

built in L792 ... I 'had been unable. to ]o
cate lt tbecauae t he highway ran -directly over 
the site of the church and the log was .finally 
found at the edge of the grade just outside 
the old fence line. The highway at that Par
ticular spot is right on the corner of the site 
of the church. 

ANNOUNCER-What else did you find t hel'e, 
· Mr. Jury? 

MR. JURY-We found the sites of moat of the 
buildings or Jog houses that were there 
at ·the time .Patrick McNiff made his survey 
in 1'193 • • . Alao the sites u far as t he high
way cuts through. 

ANNOUNCER-What about relics of any kind? 

MR. JURY-We found dishes . .. cups minus 
handles, portions of vases, tin cups . .. rem
nants of crockery, gun barrels, stoee, car
penters' tools, such as blades and axes ... 
We also found buttons . . . presumably off 
c1erica1 garments, coins and various kinds of 
pipes . . . A spinning wheel, needles and 
scissors. Al8o quite a bit of Indian material 
such as hatchets and bows and arrows. Oh, 
yes, and we also found a very old sun-dial 
still in working condition. 

ANNOUNCER-How long have you been getting 
at this work? Mr. Jury. 

MR. J URY -It took us two month8 to get where 
we are today. I expect to finish this week 
for the rest of tbe year at Jeaat. 

ANNOUNCER--It looks as though a wonderful 
work is going on up there. Thank you, Mr. 
Jury for giving so much of your valuable 
time to our program tonight . I am sure 
all our listeners have been deeply interested. 

ANNOUNCER-Here is a call f rom Audrey 
French f or "There's a Long Long Trail A
winding'' and for Mr . and Mrs. Adey, it's 
Take .Me 'Home Arain Kathleen." Temper 
ton plays. 

Elizabeth Brown wants "Roaming in The 
Gloaming" and Theodore Greenwood .•. 

""· • "Two I.Jttle G~rls in Blue"-Temperton 
playa. , 

, 

.Mr. and Mrs. J . B. Ford, of Detroit, where 
Mr. Ford is president of t he Michigan Al
kaline Compa.ny, are visitingr friends in 
Chath&m. It so happens today is their 26t h 
wedding anruversary, so f or them Frank 
Temper ton plays, "When You and I Were 
Young, Maggie." 

Folks, ·we are not going to get all these call.s 
played but Frank wil1 do what he can. There 
are numbers requested by Donna Reid, Wil
frid Richie, Ann Colby and Sue SuJman ; 
Alvin Myers and Loretta, both of Harwich ; 
Mrs. D. Primeau, Chatham ; Jimmie Robin-



.(I son, Chatham; R. J. Smilh~ Bear Line; IMrs. 
Orval J ones, Bothwell and Miss Baird, Chat-
ham. . rl 

I ~ I 
J ,. Some of the numbers re,quested have &lready 

been p)ayed but Franl<: will continue until 
our time is up. ''.J'J • 

TEMPERTON-Ends playing. I • · / JO'' _, '• 

ANNOUNCER-Here is an important message to 
~ sugar beet growers. The ·eanada and Dom

inion Sugar Company announce that weigh 
scales at. the Chatham , and Wallaceburg 
Plants, will open Wednesday, October 10 al 7 
a.m. and weigh in acales each day at 5 :30 
p.m. (Repeat). • ... 

. .. }( 
THEME-(Up Cor 1.5 seconds---then fade behind 

U\nouncer ). 1 
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ANNOUNCER-And 80 we end Chapter 34 of 
· your Family Almanac with a hearty thank 

you to FrAnk Temperton, also all you folkb/ 
who have phoned in requests for your favor-\. 
ite musicnl selection. 

I ... 

Kent County Family Almanac has been 
brought to you through the courtesy of the 
Canada and Dominion Sugar Company, Chat· 
ham and Wnllaceburg. 

Don't forget to send in those recipes, ladies, 
you may win that lucky five dollars. 

This is your announcer, John Size, saying 
lots of luck and be sure to tune in again 
next Thursday at nine p.m. for another im
portant announcement. Good night all. .. 
Thi~ is CFCO. I ... l:r 
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~ · 
ANNOUNCER-Canada and 'Dominion Sugar 
or .~mvaey lpr.~~ta ._!~ell~ Cou~ty. Family Al-

manac. • 

Chatham, Ontario 

.1 

ANNOUNCER-At the southeast cor.ner of Lake 
~ !\ St. Clair near the mouth of the River 'Thames :rr ) .. • standi a. lighthouse that is closely linked 

tllrA with the "F¥ench and Bntish .r~imea in Can
p ' "adian histoey~ From the top of tbe tall atone 

· .P! ~· :which JIWlT--. of )'4'l have aeen, ita , 
.,.,_.._ .. . JJtnert>~ Oler ' II' 1ua- abtey:" --:mr- - · 

--~ ... above tlle water ~evet and can be eeen for . ~ 

I 

(46) 

a diltance .of 10 to 12 milea. . . ~ 

The respoMibilities of that light . . : which 
ha8 been burning sinee before t he war of 
1812 . . . are heavy .. _. f or ·on stormy nights, 
when the -shor~1fne is" Jo11t ln darkness, ita 
guiding rays may mean the difference_ be-

"t'Ween u.fe'll&.vigation and 'shelter or t he1os8 
, ' · of " rahtpe and men. 'Mfssfnt t he ha'rbor 
• mouth might lfneall• stranding on the shoals 
o t that infeet the .shallow ~~hes. ' ) .11 
••Jj I • '1 • 
'· For . ove~: 133 years the beacon iuuJ been 

trimmed And kept burnmg by a descendant 
• r of thatcfamous Frenchman, Cartier, who dis-· 

covered Upper Canada. ·.Jtlf .present-:-k~r 
is William "Dick" Cartier, whose ancestors 

r. Jirat eettled along tl\6 St. Lswrenee, -then mi~ 

1, grated to th~ ahorea. <Jf :t.ke Erie and then 
to the ~ ]liver. The Jsea has.always 
been in their blood 4l'!A ·the sailing t-radition 

·· · is ,m~tained ri.D . tlle· .la~. Sod~~ light
. Jc~p~ • , .. ~ ~~.Jia'ht of tbt,~ilpt. 

ENG~~}-~J o~l~~~~~~~~~~~ : -•i·· 
Ptoeeedtniti 6!~':fc@~ • 

• I !Veal 'that OJ'lt.!Jaequar.OUtter WU •u~"early 
'T' • settler :in 'th• cttatrlct ad it·wu a ldeadend

~Dhof 'il~ r.Whb1tMc:ame .~...ftrlt·lkeej)er of 
the light at the mouth of the Th~Dl.~· · 

.J..n' I' t -s;rrib1o,,. 't Jfl~:Jr (fJ·....:ft~-1 Z.I.;-}~..3 
ANNOUNCER-:. But the beacon at the m.~u_tJL 9. f 
•·-,o&h&'Jfmlailiee'Ahu 1St* dwifa-~li~i
~.: .• 1 familiar . .wldtentiaildiDa' 1 ,o.r• ~'tCH!ayr> As 

· uh,_, baoktuftblaJNigd~~iiiJ, ·t~'Gov
~·;iemmeutataliliabedr li ~t let ttftartMKrte •• • 

' ,o\- ttie rGnt; lbl!inJ'ftw' 11a'!Jteduucm' talln.,olea. 
-r· >Now- pailea?W8relllOU4itfioultt~e~ m•~ose 
o.l .aa,. bat illldflcrDa{ -...:tancl' i6:«wu i thf! n~ 

ceasary oil . . . henee the need that lij[ht-
/ k:eepm. be a aovernment projec;c _-e· I 1. 1· J 

_.; .. .()Jlly , ~ne. kn~ P"~n ha'lthe ·" .. ht · 
7 ,J't':tht fl~ea ~TYbileil.· Tbafwaa· 
~.~ m 181~. af~er the 'B8ttle of La;k~ ~ rProe-
. ~" 

.. . • 
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tor had begun his famous retreat up the • ~, 
Thames by boat and the weary oarsmen in .. (.• 

l the heavy flat-bottomed boata must have 
hailed the lights of the Thames with de
light, pursued as they were by Perry and 
his forces in lighter craft. 
The British felt that once in the shelter of 
the river they could land in the woods and 
build defences. Furthermore, after they had 
all passed, the lights were extinguished, 
which made it difficult for the Americans 
to find the mouth of the river after dark. Tra
dition has it that the light-keeper joined 
Proctor's army taking the lanterns and oil 
with him so the equipment could not fall in
to the hands of the enemy. 
Later ... when peace was signed, the light 

. was replaced ... and in the years that fol
lowed it guided many sailing vessels into and 
through the shallow estuary, In the daye 
of the passenger excursions up and down 
the Thames the light wae ever there, a con
stant beacon to such veteran sailors as Cap
tain William Eberts, long familiar with the 
Chatham-Detroit run. 

ENGINEER-Come in with record "King Lear" 
-at chalk line fade behind announcer. 

ANNOUNCER-To this day, f rom epring break
up until winter's freeze-up some member of 
the Cartier f.amily, or his assistant, climbs 
t he circular ladder early in the evening to 
t he tower where the flame bums constantly 
for 16 hours out of every twenty-four. 

ENGINEER-Up 15 seconds then fade again be
hind announcer. 

ANNOUNCER- The lamp itself is fueled by a 
special long burning kerosene. To some it 
may seem old-fuhioned to use a kerosene 
lamp, when electric current ie available .. . 
but when stormA ari!e, and t he light is need
ed most there is always the possibility that 
the power may fail and the light would be 

- ...... e~J\li'Uiahed. . __ .,.. 
~ 

~ That • •• would tarniah .the reputation that 
1 baa been built up by the Cartier! for •over 

183 yean-that the ~ht baa never fajled. 
• • ;i 

ENGINEER-Up with recording tO end. 1 

A NNOUNCER~n a recent broadcast we told 
you of the unique picture gallery in Chat
ham'8 city council chambers. We receive~ 
two letters asking us to describe the po 
trait of the three unidentified mayors in th · 
col1ection. 

We want to read one of these letters and 
then tell you the results . . . Here'e the Jet-

. ter: 

Chatham, Sept. 29. 
The Writer, 
Kent County Family Almanac. 
Dear Sir :-

··u: 

Your story of Chatham's three unidentified 
mayors was most interesting. Has anyone 
been able to tell you, since the broadcast, who 
they are ... 
:Maybe if you described them some listener 
would be able to lind their names. Can you 
describe them over the air? ru bet they all 
had 1ong beards. 

Yours Truly .•. Samuel Parker, 
Chatham Township. 

You are absolutely right, Mr. Parker •. . 
Two of them have beards and the third is 
very faded • . . But they are all tine, intelli
gent looking man and appear quite capable 
of filling the high honor to which they were 
elected or chosen. You see, folb, this is what 
happened ... When G. W. Sulman establish
ed the picture precedent and left his pic
ture at the council chamber after he wa 
mayor in 1901 and '2, friends and r elative 
began bringing in pictures of former mayors, 
some as far back as 1859 and up to the pres. 
ent century. The pictures referred to look 
aa though they might have been taken dur
ing that period. 

Number one is a very jovial looking man, 
full beard, wore glasses and baa a mass of 
hair; we couldn't tell whether it was grey 
or black; • . • number two, baa aide-burns, 

J: partially bald and might have been a small 
man; .• . number three picture wu one of 
thO&e old fashioned t in-types, badlT faded out 
it was quite evident he wore a beard . •. prob
ably grey. There you are, Mr. :Parker; . . .• 
that 's about the best deecriptlon we can 
give you and if you think you can identify 
any of the three men .• . t • juat;_.tv•.7our Al
manac a call. . . ,. . '\ . . ; . / 

ANNOUN<JE&.....Wh• the eolig "Danny .ffioy" "' . • . lJ / • 
ENGINEER-At end of picture -pUery! story 

(above) come in unannouneecl ~th recording 
~dJ HJvory Tactfca''--PIAY minute &.a 1&-8econds 

came-lnto promineace shortly .after the last 
~ .war: . . a ·itpaa:loted Qneo! the moat popular· 
. . aelectiona of ita tfJM.l' ·we: have· received 
• P ··many : requut. durina' the put month's for 

rBob C1aua to a~ 'it and here he is, ac'Corn-
. · · panied by .Mra. Bryce Kendrick at the piano. 

. ' ' . . ~f' . . .. : . . '!o t n. of;· ., 

CLAUS---Si.naa. ~ ;ll""!rrti"J~: - , -t~t itl1tt~··· 

ANNOUNOER-TJtanlra BQP / , .,"DtLnnr.Boy" Ul 
-:,; a favorite that l am sore 'Will live for a 

long time. 

.. 

to where chalked, then cut. : · ..ru . 

~OUN~The good peop1e ui~Y..troHa, 
in the neighboring county of bUm, are 

!!•IJ enterpriain.r and progreaaive .. l.:L~\lllunJ. 
cipalities, .interested in reeonvetldca,:can well 
take a lesson :from what happentcLr~ently. 
Fifteen years ago, the CanadJ&Ii-r'N&tional 
Railways decided to close their station in 

--

f 

,. 



· which was a large waiting room. · For years 
t he building stood idle. 

r- Finally, the Lambton County Library Asso
ciation took it over and a library was in
stalled. A short time ago, the town council 
and the libra ry board reached a new agree
ment. The citizens wanted a museum .•• 
so now they have both. · I '·{ • ': T[f 

From railway station to library, then a mu
seum is the feat the folks at Petrolia have 
accomplished with only an old building to 
work with. 

Ladies .•• this message is for you ... Last 
week, the sponsors of this program ... the 
Canada and Dominion Sugar Company an
nounced they would pay five dollars for the 
best recipe submitted for a sponge layer 
cake . ' .. The response has been generous 
but there is still time for you to send in 
YOUR recipe ... J ust write it on a piece of 
paper, giving all the ingredientS, and mail it 
to Family Almanac Recipes before midnight, 
October 15 ... that is next Monday ... The 
winner of the five dollars will be announced 
on our program on Thursday. October 18 ... 
An experienced chef or nutrition expert will 
j udge t he recipes ... Remember just your 
recipe for a sponge layer cake. 

) I 
ANNOUNCER-Chopin's Polinaise rocketed to 

popularity with t he motion picture •'A Song 

r . . to Remember." From it, came the song'Tie 
the end of Time" arranged by Buddy Kaye 
and Ted Mossman and here is Bob Claus to 
sing it. ,,.. 

CLAUS-Sings. 

ENGINEER-Come in with recording •-ro a Wild 
Rose" fade behind announced and cut at 1 
minute 55 seconds. 

VOICE-Friends, our boys are coming back. All 
through Kent County • . . mothers, dads, 
wives and sweethearta are wekoming their 

• , , .men.. hom. Q.Yfi:rseB.S. You . .see t hem. .Qll t he 
streets every .day. now ... some in uniform 
awaiting their discharge, some back in civies 
• , • ~. keen-eyed boys ready to make 
good. . 
Before they ~ot back ••. we beard it on every· 
hand . . .' .that gfoomy · \)redietto! that they' 
wwll\R.!K,~;.ihja.~=i~l_~tber- would be. 
bi!tei, ~e ,ara restfeas,~~r:loi a while at~ 
leut P .. WeD, per~, y6u say, they have 
a ~ht"Alhelike tli'atJ&Uef.alllthet bad gone 1 

thl"'Ug~ fADI!OJH '110 Y.WOT • 
But what do w~ffl:i r ,. • ;Vfe find sturdy manly . 
fellows. anxious 'to mak~ good at the jobs: 
they left in the city or on the farms with 

A dad and the younger brother . . . we find . 
men ' wtead of the boys who left us yeara' 
~en, more tolerant than ever before'
. • • They are back now . . . back to set an 
example to the rest of us. 

c 
ttl 

. __ .... ;;..___ 

And as Mrs. Wynne Bunning· said in a re
cent issue of the Blenheim News-Tribune, 
"You're tooting right, our boys have chang-
ed. They're BE'ITER." • 

ENGINEER-Cut recording. . . 
ANNOUNCER-And so let's welcome back this 

week to Tilbury, Corp G. J . Escott; Gunner 
P. E. Thibert and Colonel D. N. Cooke. 

' -. Tl:IAlfESVILLE welcomed Sergt J . R. Har-
lick; ... Private J . L Bitter . •. Private R. 
T. Campbell. 

' BLENHEIM: . . . Sergt. J. J. Hutcheson . .. 
Sergt 0. E. Stirling and Private D. Donnell. 
Private A. R. Mortier went to FLETCHER. 

RIDGETOWN welcomed Sapper D. T. Somer
ville ... Statf-Sergt. D. L. Kennedy. 
Private G. D. Shannon · was welcomed at 

JF~S CREEK and Trooper G. R. 
Richards to DRESDEN. 

TUPPERVILLE welcomed Trooper A. A. 
Morrison and BOTHWELL, Trooper L. J. 
Campbell. 

Gunner C. D.' Stoliker went to MERLIN and 
W ALLACEBUR G welcomed Trooper I. L. 
McCallum : . . Gunner R. J. Lucier and Pri
vate R. J. Bril. 

And those _who arrived in Chatham were 
•.. Capt. W. G. Chatterton, Willomac Ave. ; 
.. • Lieut. J. A. Howe, Charing Cross Road; 
Lieut. G. A. McCutcheon; .. • Lieut. ! . E. 
J<mes, Patteson Ave.; .• . Corp. A. A. Bech
ard, Stanley Ave.; ... Private H. L. Brown, 
Cross Street; . . . Corp. Grocott, Inshes Ave.; 
Private J. H. Pickering, Adelaide Street .•. 
Corp. J . P. Reddick, GraY" Street; . . • Gunner 
R. A. River, Taylor Ave.; ... Corp. C. H. 
Stewart, King Street; . Sapper G. T. Mc
Naughton, Harvey Street ; ... Corp. L. Sin
clair, Lor ne Ave.; •• . Sapper T. Petrie, Har
vey Street ; •.. Sergt. F. W. -Taylor, llarvey 
Street; •.. Gunner H . V • • Crosby, Dea-p 
Street; . . . Gunner R. Jam~. Lansdowne 

~ Ave.; Capt. K. F. Caren, Harvey Street ; .. .• 
Trooper L. W. Hooker, Gtant Street . . .• 
Trooper W. Kalistock, Grand Ave. West .... 
Oort>o~ S. W.liaydon, Harvey Street and Capt. 
Bill Angus Wellington Street. 

.q(i._ <J ( . .l ,_ : .. --~~! J_-.1 '.J j . .:1 . 
ANNOUNc;:zR-;Bob; Claua, has a number you 

hav& beard"bef6re: We have had several r&,
qu~.fatthim .t()oJ!tllrapin "Did You Hap.. 
pen to Find -4 ·Heart 7" . 

:h u~~~~» L~~niou\)oo b~~l .:
1 

ANNOWC~Uca,~ vi'tiWl; wandered in~ 
our studio a few moments ago • • • A queer 
look:ing·duck I would say..: · We're·=vt>ing tO 
ask him to intr<'duce himself •.. Come over 
here and say hello. 

-



BUNGJ..cE DUCK...-'Lo Folks. I- ·, 

ANNOUNCER.......It's Bungle Duck, folks, and 
Bungle looks a little out of place. This is 
a ractio program Bungle and everybody who 
comes in here must do somelhing on the 
show. What can you do? 

BUNGLE-Me, I ea~'t do nothing. 

ANNOUNCER-You can't do anything. Well, 
'llow you are an intelligent looking duck, how 
about singing. 

BUNGLE---G-r-r-r-. 

ANNOUNCER-Well, supposing Mrs. Kendrick 
plays a few notes on the piano. What about 

·'I' ''Daisy~ Daisy" Mrs. Kendrick, and you sing, 
Bu~Le. ' 

! ' t . · I • f' r [ '.'$1f 

AlfflOUNCER-Go ahead. Bungle . . 

BUNGLE (without ~usie)-•'Daisy, Daisy, give 
me your promise true, rm half crazy over 
the Jove of you."~h. ~h-o.o-el 'Lo Toots. 

ANNOUNCER-Now listen, Bungle, you an't 
,.ay anything like that to any of our guests 

· • b1 the studio. By the way, how do you like 
our show? · · · ' . . 

BUNQLE-.It • ·"'' )~, ·l c I. ( t!. II I 
.'!(I! •'') \ \) . 

ANNOUNCER--Ah, Ah, No/ perh"l>S you had 
bett~r not say it. But that 'reminds me .. . 

_, we Just bad ~ phone ~u from a very nice 

I '•.r•• 

"Get acquainted 
lnt b~·1:1Ln r · · ami :YIOCW Nt!ljhbdr~w 
J•lU D A . . . . .. •t:lOI"' '• ) I I • l I 

a-irl • . . • he want. you to come up for din
ner tonight. 

BUNGLE-G-&-R.,R-R-R. 

ANNOUNCER-And she says for you to come 
prepared. She ia going to have roast duck. 

BUNGLE-Oh, Oh, let me out of here here
Swish and door closes. 

ANNOUNCER- There he goes, folks, he seems 
to be in a hurry. Wonder what next we will 
have on this Almanac program. We just 
have time now to hear another musical selec
tion "Croquettes." 

ENGINEElt--Come in with above recording ~nd 
play until 28.80 then fade out for announcer 
to come in with closing. 

~(Up and fade behind announeerf. 

ANNOUNCER-And 80 we bring Chapter 35 to 
a close and we leave the air at this time to 
return next Thursday when we will bring 
you our program from the Auditorium of 
the Chatham Vocational School 

Kent County Family Alma.Nle has .been 
brought to you through the courtesy of the 
Canada and Dominion Sugar Company, Chat· 
ham and Wallacebu.rg. 

, , trhis .is. &"Our announcer Jobn. S~e, '¥ ying Jo 
.of good luck ~md keep amiliDg. Good nigh 
all. 

This is CFCO. 

) , .. ,I 

r.: c - iu · · 

~, . 
'I ran ' .,: ~71[ tfg t:f•1: • 

.. ·sr !H ~ .~·,; 
• .. r " t!"« .. ~ n · c· 

... SOME 1~··1•· 
I I • .I' 

1>1 r.· n1 FUTURE BROADCASTS 
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• (Chapter 36) 

REPRINT OF BROADCAST OVER CFCO 
Thursday, October 18th, 1945. 

Chatham, Ontario 

ANNOUNCER-On signal from operator-From 
the auditorium of the Vocational School in 
Chatham, the Canada and Dominion Sugar 
Company-brings you Kent County Family 
Almanac. 

'""' r \ •~. ·' • • 

A~NOUNCER-Retlecting the rhythm and flow of t his great agricUltural county. abd those 
surrounding it ... comes Kent County Fam-
ily ,Almane.c ... a program that changes as 
the community changes . . . alive with pic
tures of our towns, our city and our people 
. · .. Anytl}ing and everything that happens in 
this rnch garden-land of Ontario is grist for 
the mill of the Almanac. 

(Signal for· applause-10 seconds then fade 
it out.) . ' } 

Tonight's broadcas~ is Chapter 36 of your 
Family Almanac and this half hour has been 
donate~ by our sponsors to the National War 
Finance Committee. Here in this lovely au
ditorium are some 400 people who have just 
witnessed the first motion picture on this big 
Victory Loan show. But there is a young 
man here I want you to meet ~ .. He is Ron 
McAllister, who will be your master ·of cere
monies on this special broadcast. Come in, 
Ron ' .•. It's yours from now on. .. 

"'!! • 

McALLISTER-Thank you, John and good eve
ning, friends. It's an honor and a pleasure 

.. to. be here riD Chatha!P' t9 take vart in this 
greaf shoW fo't Vfetory~. ·; .""i~ce we hope 
will bring happineas and prosperity to all the 
wol'Jd .' ~ • as J ohn has j ust told you, •we have 
witn~ed the ~ .of t hree pictures to be 
shown tonight ... and we wish youdolks 
out there on the air could be here with us. 
But(\ I see _. we have a full program t onight.' 
folks. Three former members of the arm
ed forces are to be " interviewed and that 

-! should be ,~n • interesting' story: · So 1'We're 
· ab1 , to a ; good start~ as we b ear Norman 

. ,'J' •mH, Of Wallaceburg, 'rdng the popular- selee
tipn ,.If I Loved _;fou" ... No~ is accoJD~ 

~ ' pamed at the- piapo by ~ay Ste\Yens,t brganist 
and choir leader of Knox· Church at Wallace-

c , bUN~ 
pit~. 

r. 'J'!IHl T ,,..<,'f. ~J~J!I:Dni•T ~?.H( 
:):": . ~ rm.: r'! ! 'im hrtn . :,): ;t! .. 

• ''7"'" I-;. i J .. 

McALLISTER-We now hear a short message 
. . from Major G. Grant McKeough, County 
·. Chairman of the National War Finance Com-

, I mittee. Major McKeough. .,,,,; 

MeKIDUGK-Good evening, ladies and gt;:~t!e
u.u... men~Jl ia a ,great pleasure to welcome boti. 
vd our a · e.nce herei n the auditorium, and our 
· radio listeners, to the Kent County Victory 

· Loan Shov,r. 1 .. , • , "!'l 

First of all, J want to thank all the good peo
; pie of our County for the fine support they 

.,.., bave given every Victory Loan in tbe past. 
" Kent has a fine record--every one of our 

_
1
• eight Victory Loans has gone over the top

and each time the amount subscribed has 
increased. All through the war, we at home 
.have never let our· boys and girls in the arm
ed forces down-our job on the financial front 

., has oeen done to the best of our ability. -

H .. Now th'e fighting has stopped. Many of our 
· young people are home again, and more are 

,arriving eve!Y day. Sor.1e of us are per
haps wondermg "Why another Victory Loan, 
now that Victory has been won? Why is still 
more money needed?" 

The answer is r"Cally very simple, ladies and 
gentlemen. 'The shooting is over-for rwhich 

. w~ . are all deeply thankful-bot paying for 
1 • , , the war eannot be stopped so quickly. • 

o • First. of lall, l thereJ ~ our · troo~ ~tm '()ver
_,..,._...""--.r....,:..o•~ . The7·!nust b4Jji&fd. and fed. 8.D4 'main

. :,_ taine<t. ' Just ail soon u possible, tb.ey must 

.... ' be. brollght home. fbese ~se.& are ' st ill 
I • g-orna' bn:1and' p!e~ require ;a lot of m.oney. 
·· ~ The!J,r t here are the liberated -people

1 
of Eu

s ~ O'J::OPCI r'¥&hy' of lthern 1JUffered. u9'de.r .~an 
. aeeu~tl(Sh for'.four •or-ftve'yea~1b J':'!l~..must 

~' the t~r this winter, or,l 10n'drM8 of thousand8 
-, 1 willll!tarve. They ea:n be very good 'cus

tomers o! ours, once they are on their ·t eet
but in the meantime, we mWJt help thffi!r 

(47) 

. r')·!I'&ie takes· more mon&. ~> ... 
,h r ; ') r. •t,h 4 ~. ' • :!':'-l'~ 1t10 

1 .v~y,J tlle~ . are the men and women of our 
own ' communjties , who .have returnea "from 
t~e war. They have given years of tJtejr._ 

..,..,cJ.lYM ·f.o tight fol\.our·sa!ety. - Some Of tbeiD' 
:, , , h~v;e. suffered disabilities which require tlong 

hoep1tal treatment. ~ All are entftJet! •to the · .. 

• 



... -- .... 
best chance we can possibly give them, to re
establish themselves as useful, happy citiz
ens in civil life. The dependents ot those 
who gave their lives in the war must be 
looked after. 

All these things are oar solemn obliiation as 
Canadians. It is an obligation that we a~ 
sume gladly, in gratitude for the 'l)C~<U"Y (or 
which they fought. 

These are some of the reasons why we are 
having another Victory Loan. I think we 
will all agree that they are good reasons. 

Our Ninth Victory Loan objective in Kent 
is higher than ever before - our general 
sales quota alone is four million, three hun
dred and seventy-five thousand dollars. This 
means that to reach our objective, we must 
all increase our purchases. That's not really 
as hard as it sounds, though-because this 
time we have twelve months to pay for our 
Bonds, instead of six- which means that by 
simply saving the same amount each week 
or month as we have been doing in the past, 
we can buy twice as many Bonds. 

Remember, Victory Bonds are the finest in
vestment in the world- so, when you are 
asked to buy this time, sign your name to 
Victory. Do your part to make this "Can
ada's Greatest Victory Loan." 
Thank you very much. 

McALLISTER-Thank you, Major McKeough. 
C<>rine Caron, whom I am told is a regular 
member of the Almanac C88t, is here to add 
her portion to this Victory Loan show. C<>r
ine is going to sing "Homing'' ... one of the 
most popular semi-classics of the day. Mrs. 
Bryce Kendrick is at the piano. 

CORI.NE-Sings. 

McALLISTER--One of the most important rea
sons for the Ninth Victory Loan is to raise 
the money needed for Canada's rehabilitation 
programme. Perhaps some of us are not quite 
clear as to just what is meant by "rehabili
tation." Tonight we're going to learn some
thing about it. On our stage are three for
mer members of the armed forces, and each 
one has sotnething to tell us on this impor
tant subject. I will now turn the microphone 
over to Colonel W. G. Thomson, one of the · 
Kent County organizers for the Ninth Vic
tory Loan, who will interview our guests for 
us. Colonel Thomson . 

THOMSON--Good evening, ladies and gentlemen. 
Our ftrst guest tonight is William Cleveland 
of Chatham. 1\fr. Cleveland, were you bor~ 
in this part of the country? 

CLEVELAND-Yes, I was born at Cedar Springs 
just about twelve miles from here. My 

tj grandfather was one o! the earliest settlers 
. . 

there-in !act he helped to nail up the horns 
from which the community got its old name 
of "Buckhorn." 

THOMSON- When did you enlist and in what ) 
branch of the armed forces ? 

CLEVELAND-I joined the First Kents in Octo
ber, 1940, and I was in the first draft from 
the Kents to go overseas. 

THOMSON- When was that? 

CLEVELAND- In September , 1941. I was in 
England until just after D-Day and landed 
in France on June 18th, 1944. I was through 
the campaigns in France, IIolland and B(')-
~um. , 

THOMSON-When did you return to Canada 1 

CLEVELAND-I landed in Canada on February 
16th of this year, and after being in hospi
tal for a period, I was discharged in April. 

THOMSON-What line of work did you do be
fore joining the anny 1 

CLEVELAND-I worked with my father in his 
sand and gravel business, and also worked 
for a local construction company. 

THOMSON- And what are you doing now? 

CLEVELAND- My gratuity and re-establish
ment credit helped to buy two trucks, and I ) 
am now operating my own sand and gravel 
trucking business-and rm glad to say it's 
going fin e. 

THO?.fSON-Congratulat ions, Mr. Cleveland, and 
good luck ! Ladies and gentlemen, Mr. Cleve
land has illustrated for us one phase of Can
ada's rehabilitation plan - th(' use of gra
tuities and re-establishment credits to start 
our returned personnel on the road to finan
cial independence. 

· THOMSON-The next speaker is Miss Donna 
Pickering, also of Chatham. Miss Pickering, 

. . .• in what branch of the armed forees did you 
~rw? · 

:r.nss PICKERING-I enlisted in the Women's Di
vision of the R.C.A.F. in 194~, Colonel Thom
son. 

THOMSON- And where were you stationed? 

MJSS PICKERING-I enlisted from Chatham, 
and qualified as a wireless operator. At dif
ferent times, I was stationed at Dartmouth, 
Nova Scotia, at Montreal, and at Hagersville. 

THOMSON- Were any other members of your 
family in the services 7 

MISS PICKERING-Yes, I have a brother in the 
Navy and my father and another brother are 
in the army . 



THOMSON-That's certainly a fine record for 
your family, Miss Pickering. Now, tell us a 
little more about yourself. Where did you 
work before joining the Air Force? 

PICKERING-I was employed at the Chat
ham Malleable and Steel, on war work. It 
seems to me though, that with the war over, 
a person with some kind of special training 
will have a lot better chaoce to get on in 
the world than one who hasn't any particular 
qualifications. 

THOMSON-And what are you doing in the way 
of training? 

MISS PICKERING-I am taking an eight-month 
course in stenography, at the Canada Busi
ness College here in Chatham. 

THOMSON-Is the rehabilitation program help
ing you in doing this? 

MISS PICKERING-Yes, indeed; you see, I am 
using my credit to provide my books and 
tuition, and a living allowance while I'm 
taking the course. 

THOMSON-That's splendid, Miss Pickering
and I'm sure you'll have no difficulty in find
ing a good position when you graduate. Good 
luck to you, and thank you very much. 

THOMSON-And so we see another phase of the 
rehabilitation plan-the provision of educa
tional opportunities for our armed forces per
sonnel. A great many others are following 
Miss Pickering's example, taking business, 
high school and university courses, as well as 
tra ining in all sorts of skilled trades. The 
third guest on our programme is Charles 
Newcombe. Where is your home, Mr. New
combe? 

NEWCOMBE-I am living with my parents on 
Rural Route four, Blenheim. 

THOMSON-Which was your branch of the serv
ices? 

NEWCOMBE-I enlisted in the Royal Canadian 
Army Service Corps in 1941, and went over
seas in November of 1943. 

THOMSON-And when did you first see action? 

NEWCOMBE-We landed in France two weeks 
after D-Day, in July, 1944, and I was in the 
campaigns t hrough the period that followed. 

THOMSON- When did you leave the front 7 

NEWCOMBE-On March 5th, this year, we were 
about thirty miles f rom Cleves, in Germany. 
One of my comrades went through a mine 

_. field and stepped on a mine. The officer 
.,. asked for two volunteers to go in and bring 

I 7 

him out, and I was one of the volunteers. We 
got the lad on the stretcher and were pro
ceeding back when I stopped on a mine my
self. 

THOMSON-When did you get back to Canada 7 

NEWCOMBE-After about two months in hospi
tal in England, I returned to Canada on May 
20th. I was discharged from the army on 
October 9th, although I'm still taking treat
ment at Westminster Hospital, London-in 
fact, I just got back yesterday from a couple 
of days there. 

THOMSON-While you were in hospital, you no 
doubt saw a great deal of work that is being 
done for the boys who are wounded? 

NEWCOMBE-I certAinly did, Colonel, and I can 
tell you that it's wonderful to see how the 
lads who have lost limbs, or have been badly 
shot up in other ways, are enabled to be
come useful, happy citizens again. Their 
courage in the long months of rebuilding is 
marvellous, too. If our audience tonight 
could see how their Victory Bond dollars help 
in this work, I'm sure they would be glad to 
buy more and more Bonds. 

THOMSON-There's no question about that, Mr. 
Newcombe. Tell me, what are your own 
plans for the future? 

NEWCOMBE-Well, Colonel Thomson, I've al
ways been interested in cars and trucks and 
I hope soon to be able to open my own auto
mobile agency in Blenheim. 

THOMSON-And I'm sure you'll do very well! 
Thanks a lot, for your help, Mr. Newcombe. 
Ladies and gentlemen, there is another, &nd 
a most important branch of Canada's reha
bilitation plan-the restoring to health of 
wounded men from our armed forces. 
Financial r~establishment, education, heal
ing--all these are reasons why Canada needs 
our money in this Ninth Victory Loan. It is 
our privilege to do everything we can to sup
port this work, and I know the people of Kent 
County will be eager to do their full share. 

McALLISTER-Before Sergt. Harold Neal joined 
the forces, he studied music in Toronto and 
for four years played with the Toronto Con
servatory Symphony. He is now with the 
4th Infantry Battalion here in Chatham, 
where he has taken part in many entertain
ments at the camp. And here he is to play 
for us tonight, Borowski's "Adoration." Mrs. 
Neal accompanies him at the piano. 

NEA~Plays. 

McALLISTER-It is now our pleasure to present 
a man already well-known in Cha tham and 
Kent County. He is Captain E. C. Wood . 



Captain Wood served in the ftrat great war, 
and was awarded the Military Medal. In this 
war, he has been overseas as a padre, and 
has seen service in England, France, and 
Belgium. Captain Wood's home i8 in Chat
ham, and since returning to Canada in March 
of this year he has been stationed at Num
ber 4 Canadian Infantry Battalion here. On 

·t • Sunday next he i8 taking up his former du
•· tiea u pa~tor of the Chatham Regular BaP

tist Church. Ladies and gentlemen-Captain 
Wood. 

r. - f-. · 
WOOD-Friends- The rehabilitatjon of our 

Forces is, I believe, the paramount issue of 
the moment. It is essential that our heroes 
be enabled to fit themselves for the battle of 
peace, less bloody than the battle-fronts of 
Europe, but a real, life-long struggle to do 
the best for themselves and their fellows. 
You have had concrete examples of three 
WJlYS in which our united dollars are helping 
to re-establish our returning forces, and such 
cases can be multiplied by thousands. In ad
dition, thousands of modest homes will arise 
throughout our fair Dominion to provide 
work for labourers in many industries, and a 
measure of security for the men who fought 
so well, and did so much for us in the preser
vation of our liberties and privileges-these 
men and their families MUST be secure ! 

We must buy more bonds, too, to care for 
those who are still paying for our freedom 
--some of them will etill pay as long as they 
live I The maimed, the blind, and the men
tally unbalanced are your responsibility and 
mine as long as we lh•e, · Dollars cannot com
pensate for suffering, but they must provide 
every care. 

Then, too, we must look after the welfare 
ot the families of those who gave their all 
on our behalf. We may well be proud of all 
those who fought so well, and triumphed so 
gloriously, in our Army, Navy, and Air 
Force, for, I believe, there are no better sol
diers, sailors, and air-men in the world, and 
few as good. We can be proud of them all. 
(I speak not of myself as -I was in the rear 
areas), but how shall we thank those who 
have made · the Supreme Sacrifice? While 
overseas, I have seen our airmen shot down 
in flames into a watery grave; it has been 
my duty to inter the decomposed bodies of 
our sailors and seamen washed up on the 
beaches of Normandy, and I have buried our 
brave soldiers-they gave everything! Shall 
their children, or loved ones, suffer because 
they no longer have someone to provide for 
them? NO! A grateful people must assume 
the responsibility! 

While overseas, the men and women of our 
Forees have their eyes turned longingly back 
home; their thoughts are full of the day 
when they can take their place on "Civvy 
Street." They want to pull their weight in 
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peace. u they have done in war, and ' they 
have earned the right to have a fa\r ehanee 
to re--establish themselves and their familiee. 

God has Jed us through the world's mo~ aw- -1 ful contlict out into Victory. Let u.a ~hank 
Him; gratefully acknowledge our iJlde!>ted-
ness to those who hAve fouaht fo~ ua ,and 
give OUI'8elves, anct our dollan to enrich our 
heritage in our Jrfe&t Dominion. Bt!f bonds 
till its hurts ! · · . 

MeALLISTER-Friends, we have a treat f<J~ you 
at thfs portion 6! our prograrp . . , NpSIDan 
Ffsh, whom you heard a few moments ago is 
going to sing a number that has never been 
heard on the air before. It's "The Touch 
Of Your Hand" ... written and composed by 
Reg Stevens who accompanies Norm at the 
piano. I see the two gentlemen from Wal
laeeburg are ready, so here it is-"The Touch 
Of Your Hand." 

FISH-Sings. 

McALLISTER--To close our broadcast, we will 
have a few words from J. S. Brown, Public 
Relations Organizer for Kent County's Ninth 
Victory Loan. 

BROWN-First of all, I should like to expre~ 
the thanks of the National War Finance Com- ) 
mittee, to the sponsors of this programme. 
the Canada and Dominion Sugar Company,. 
Limited, for their kindncas in making th~ 
broadcast possible. 

We are also very grateful to the artiata. ancf 
speakers for giving so generously of their 
talents this evening. 

Ladies and gentlemen, from the actual per: 
sonal experiences we have heard on this p~ 
gramme, I believe we must all realize the ab. 
solute necessity for the success of the N~ 
Vict<>ry Loan. That success can only be ._. 
sured if each one of us does his or her ~ 
whether it be large or small. The important 
thing is that we should do aU we can. 

See your Victory Loan salesman, or your 
banker, early next week-and sign your name 
to Victory, with the biggest purchase of Vic
tory Bonds you have ever made. 

But now I see our time is almost up, so I will 
turn you back to your announcer. 

ANNOUNCER-Before we sign off, here is a mes-
sage to the ladies. 1\lrs. Carrie Jenkinson, J 
R.R. 1, Charing Cross, wins the $5 for what 



·~ 1 : baa 'been judged the most economical recipe 
··# -· for a spOnge layer cake. 

• ,7 r Mrs. Jenkinson . .. your cheque will go for-
. ward this week . . . and ladies, listen next 

· week for another important announcement. 
And so we cloee another chapter of our Fam

b ity Almanac . . • Thank you, Ron McAllister 
'!l ·r for being with us tonight and thanks to all 

1 
our artists who have contributed to this pro-
gram. 

1 
u'' Kent County Family Almanac has been 

~r. • brought to you from the auditorium of the 
•. Chatham Vocational School through thecour-
•t ( • I 

CJ~I<! • ' I ·j 

tb:C'( .n :r 
"'0 n ( !'{I J J! 
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KENT COUNTY 
FAMILY ALMANAC 

... EVERY THURSDAY-9 T09:30P.M. 
1.. OVER CFCO. 

.1 ... 1 

iii·: 

CBATHAJ.\1, ONTARIO 

C!J 

"Get acquainted with your County 
and Your Neighbor." 

,. !ifii··-------------------------------------------,-- _. -~ 

l 

tesy of the Canada and l)pltllniOb Sugar Com-
pany, Chatham and Wallaceburg. ' " 

,.. We leave the &ir at thi! time to return again 
next Thursday from our atudios in the Wil
liam Pitt Hotel. 

I,, 

Th.ia is John Size, your announcer, saying 
lots of luck and keep smiling-Support your 
Ninth Victory Loan and "Sign your: name to 
Victory." 

Good Night all. 

Signal for applause and k!t it run until off 
I the • I \ aU'. _ I I . 

F""' ,r,, 
'··; ' .. ! 

SOME 
FUTURE BROADCASTS 

• PIONEERS OF KENT . 
• CALEDONIA SJitl'I'I.EMENT 
• KENT PERSONALITIES. 
• VILLAGE OF MERLIN 
• TOWN OF mGHGATE 

• J AND OTHERS 
r, 
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Chapter 37. 

REPRINT OF BROADCAST OVER CFCO 
Thuraday, October 25th, 1945. 

~. , 

Chatham, Ontario 

ANNOUNCER-Caoada and Dominion Sugar 
Company presents "Kent County Family Al
manac." 

}/ 11 / !J.l 

THEME-''Florentine." 
Up lor fifteen MeODda--theu fade behind an-

--~ nouneer) . ' • .... 
I l ~ "l I J 

ANNOUNCER-Reflecting the rhythm and flow 
of this great agricultural county and those 
surrounding it . . . comes Kent County Fam-

,,, ily Almanac .... a program that chan~ aA 
the community changes • . . ali\re with pic
tures of our towns, our city and our people 

, . .. Anything and everything" that happens in 
this ti~h prden.Jand of Ontario is grist for 
the mill .of the Almanac. ' , b , 1:..:;· 

C 
' rt T rl t! I I I 

'HEME-(Up to end of "Florent ine'' t hen fade 

• 
trumpet call as announcer continues.) 

• ' ,. >/'/oh 
ANNOWCER-Jt's Chapter 37 on your Family 

Almanac and our stories, tonight, ar~ excit
ing ·and interesting. You will hear of the 
Chatham Fire Departme~t . . • 65 ')"eRrs jn 
its tine headquarters on Sixth SU"eet 1. • • 

You wiD also hear t.h~ life story of a Tilbury 
pioneer, a man still active despite hia ninety 
yeara . . . Our Welcome Home column in
clude~~ the names of 40 heroes who TCtUJ'lled 
fro'*- ,1oy~eaa t his week, and we are sure 

.!t our tueat ,'])iJu:list 'fill ple&l'e you. You have 
hea.f(! him before, so be read.Y for a thrill .. . 
it's your half hour. 

THEME-( Up to end). Jrl:,:h .-.'.!• d r- IU.ll I il. I 

ANNOIJ}i~· ftw ·weeks ago,, we' had with 
~ -.,...eat hP'-DJat, " Frank: Temperton, of , WM:l~ ... ,,;y_,q, W'ill rec&U lthat a t that .'time, 

• we(,~ld you ·Frallk ,oblJ bad 'ODe hamf and 
l·) h~P.laJr~ '!t~ bus"nottei.wjtb ·IU.s artificial 
•• le~ot"~ 'hiild. We .had. so many,· requesbt for 

rt~ :PlaY •.t.bat.·.cnigbt, that he ·could not 

1 ~tm all in, ,oq,b.e~ he ~ qpw w.l~h. "Red 
1 

~t the Siirilet:• fqr Donna lteid . and 
r 'N ~L. for .hmes G~n1 . l"'.n a,bead, .Frank. 

tJtiCJ,.. .. - , 

TEMPERTON'-Piays above n~tnbers.1 ·' 

(~mrcER~Tbanka. Frank.'.w~·~..,e· ~ tevJ 
• more nlimbers but we wm hear them later on. 

Atrd "nOW • • • , 

... (48) 

ENGINEER--C>me in with sound etrect.s of fire 
sirens and trucks (No. 1) and run 30 seconds. 
Cut. ; 

I 

ANNOUNCER- Fire ~ ~ . the cry that strikes 
terror into the bMrt of .Jl 'I J:Nnkind 1 • • the 

1 
mosf devastating thi~ man haa to tight oth-
er than,.war. 1 ,. .. 

On the evening of November 8, 1929, shortly 
after 8 o'clock a short eircuit started a fire 
in the kitchen of the old Gamer House in 
Chatham ... Within a minute, the room was 
ablate and the flames were ~ting through 

rr the frame 'partitions . . . Because • af the 
structure of the building with its 8 to 10-inch 
spaces between floors and walls, ~h~ flames 

• 1: swept with almost unbelievable speed and 
r with1n ten minutes the building was doomed. 

Thirty minutes Jater, all that remained of the 
Garner Houee wa~ a pile of smoking' Yuins. 

But out of t hose ruins rose the William Pitt 
acclaimed by the travelling public today a~ 
? he of the most mOdem hot~ls in fhe prov-
tnce. • 

ENGINEER-Repeat sound effects of fire sirens 
and truclts (No. 1). . I • 

, ,r. 
ANNOUNCER-March 16, 1931 . .. ' the monster 

struck ag'atn . . • this time at the fQrner of 
'Ki~ and Slxih streets where the Sulman's 
had operated a stationery store for years. 

, The. .interior of the three.atorey' b lock •was 
I c totall~ 'destro~ IJ;J~t ' fitemeb ')Juinkged to 
l ~ve t he 1jiitid!Dt}i#WJL.B 1I~t:J. ... r~'-~elled 
'J'k !A !r ;',JALi II .J.:_· r{ •f Jt• 1 I. . • ·~ . 
," a a. rr-Y fa ... ~Ui . ~· ~~~~~ \h!il . ~am 
• 1 ~oor llrith 1 tJw Sulntan , business on Sixth 

street and the two up'per ftoora.., 'I .,. 

..-Jrl The ~ daf . , ., ev~ ~ore,the boee at ) 
the fthNlall ~ dey \I 'lt)l~ . Oal10 i:aJlle ~ain 
. • . tlila Ume tO the ()Jd Kent Mifls acrosa 

1 th~ ri.ver ,. . "r~.t was M'hat tirem_e_!(~ll the 
'_i!1ott~t~ fire , i ~pus · and it replemqued by 
Ghatb&ui ~ftiuna ·as the most 'pectacular. 
Nothing could save the dust-filled elevator 
and mill deap(te ,yaliant work ~}' tiremu,. lb . 
fell in r uins in a very short tlme and was 
never r ebuilt. 

....... 
.. 
" ' 
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Today . · .. Chatham has one of the most up
to-date departments in any town or city of 
its size in Canada. It's pumper and trucks 

' are modern in every respect .. . ita men ef
ficient under Fire Chief John Graham. 

But it is a far cry to the days when Chat
hams' only fire protection was the bucket 
brigade ... That was back in the 1840's •.. 
This brigade consisted of two lines of men, 
reaching from the fire to the river bank ... 
Buckets of water were passed along the line 
from the river to the fire, the empty buckets 
returning by t he other line to be refilled. 

In 1851, two hand pumpers were secured and 
two volunteer brigades formed. No. 1 com
pany had its headquarter s in the old market 
building ... No. 2 was located across the 
r iver just north of the Fifth street bridge. 
Volunteer firemen in those days were very 
enthusiastic in their duties ... As they lived 
at home, great haste in dres1ing was n~
sary and on r etiring for the night, wearing 
apparel was left ready for instant use. The 
uniforms were rather picturesque, consisting 
as they did of big leather helmets, red jack
eta and bright buttona. Even with all their 
excitement and anxiety to reach the fire, the 
volunteers possesaed the usual human vanity 
and they just had to get into those brilliant 
uniforms before dashing out, pulling with the 
others,. the rope that drew the hand-pumper. 
In 1880, the first paid fire department was 
formed in the city, and the next year, 1881, 
the department moved into ita present head
quarters. Numbers 1 and 2 volunteer com
panies were disbanded and the equipment 
taken to the new building. 

When· t he steam pumpera came into being 
they were pulled by horses . . . and horses 
were alao used to pull the hoae and ladder 
wagons. Later when motors came, horses 
were st ill used on the hoee wagons and it was 
a thrilling sight to see the spirited animals 
dashing along the street, driven by such vet
erana as Alex. Johnston, "Sandy" Holmes, 
the present chief, John Graham, and George 
Forsythe, now fire captaiu: • ·· 

l, .. 
ANNOUNCER-But the story of Chatham's fire 

department would not be complete without 
a word from Fire Chief Grabam. The Chief 

·' insists he is not much of a talker but we 
to:: would like to ask him a few qu~stions. For 

_, instance, how long have you been with the 
department, Chief 1 v J ~ r 

GRAHAM-All told 38 yeare. I ~at' on ca1l ~ 
t _fore l joiiJ~.t~,t~ ~nen~f . 
ANNOUNCER~ call : • ·. does that ~ean you 

' wuuld be eaUed o~ if the ftremen needed ex
tra help 1 ... ~ ·~ 

• 
GRAHA.M...:...Nd, we ~ere callet! 'to evert f\re · .. . 

There were five permanent ftremen at t he 

I I 

hall all the time and probably 10 to 12 call
men, who were called from their various jobs 
or homes. They slept at the tire-hall every 
night. ( 

ANNOUNCER- I see . . . and now you have two 
platoons or 20 men on the department. Are 
you the oldest man on the department, I 
mean in years of service? 

GRAHAM-Captain George Forsythe started be
fore [ did, but he was away nine years. He 
has been with us ever since. 

ANNOUNCER- There's something else we are 
interested in . . . that tower atop the fireball 
. . . Is it right it was used as a watchtower 
at one timeT 

GRAHAM-Yes, as a hose and watch tower ... 
Baek in the days when there were no alarm 
boxea, a watchman used to 15it up there and 
keep an eye out for anything that 1ooked 
like a tire. Bob Coyle used to be the regular 
watchman but we all took turns on hfs night 
off. 

ANNOUNCER-Rather a lonely sort of job, 
wasn't it? 

GRAHAM- It certainly was. All alone up there 
amongst the atars. Quite peaceful too . . . 
except during a wind storm and t hen it be
came a little rocky although safe in every re 
spect. 

ANNOUNCER- A while ago we mentioned three 
tires . . . I suppose there were other:J of a 
similar nature? 

GRAHAM-Oh, yea ... there was the Wanless 
Hardware fire .. . Cowan's and a few others 
that might be called bad, but I think we have 
been rather lucky. 

ANNOUNCER-Yes, and I am sure you will be 
with the splendid equipment you have now. 
... You took over f rom Fire Chief Pritchard, 
who was appointed in 1900. ;re that right 7 

GRAHAM- That's r ight. . . 0 · qll) ~'J 

ANNOUNCER-Let 's sum that up ~1 • • ·When the 
paid department was started in 1880, W. E. 

r White was ebfet ; •.• then Warren Lambert, 
' • Alex. Jacques, Rkhard Pritchard and •your

self. Five ehiets · ln 65 years • • . two of 
·• them in 45 yean .. . That constitutes ·a won

derful record for any fire de~ept: 

Thank you, Chief Graham • .. It' a been ,.grand 
having you over . And now for the ,boys at 
the ft.re-hall, Frank Temperton fa' rolng to 
play "Just a Wee Jock 'en Doris". ! ·\ -: 

ANNOUNCER-When the De de France ~ked 
· at Halffax Sunday mornitig, it brou&'lit back 

10,000 servicemen and women who w~e hur-
• 
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ried immediately to their various military 
centres and then home. Forty or more were 
Chatham and Kent County men ... Some are 
already at their homes ... others will arrive 
within the next few days. 

Those who returned to Chatham this week 
were •.. P. R. Goudbreau, King St. W.; ... 
Lieut. B. E. Easton, Gray St.; ... Capt. G. 
M. Hayes, Murray St.; ... Capt. J . G. Mc
Cubbin, Joseph St.; ... Private D. J . Jacques, 
Colborne St.; ... J. F. P . Rondeau, Eliz.a.beth 
St.; ... Lieut.-Col. W. L. Dutton, King St. 
W.; ... C. K. Rowland, Robertson Ave.; . .. 
M. H. Carr, Thames St.; ... E. Mawley, Park 
St.; Sergt. G. L. Verrall, Emma St.; . . . K. 
R. Smith, Joseph St.; ... 0. B. Garrod, King 
St. E.; .•. F. R. Nichols, King St. W ..•. Ma
jor J . R. Carter, Murray St.; ... Sergt B. 
French, St. George St.; G. F. Burrows, 
Thames St.; , .. R. Hicklin, Fourth St. ; . · . . 
C. A. Grande, Queen St.; •.• J . A. McCoig, 
Duluth St.; ... W. A. F. Beening, Spencer 
St.; ••. R. F. Cartier, St. Clair St.; ... T. H . 
Kelley, Delaware Ave.; G. P. Moore, Wilson 
Ave. : ... F. M. Park, R.R. 6; ... J. A. Sex
ton, Harvey St. ; ... and C. J . Zimmer, Grand 
Ave. E. ~-

And a welcome back also to J . A. Knight, E. 
D. Burroughs, and W. R. Whitson of Dresden. 
Wallaceburg welcomed L. J. Brown, E. Goud
reau, V. M. Wade, A. Davis, N. Phenix, S. L. 
Stout and B. E. Denning. 

A member of the C.W.A.C., H. W. Labelle 
went to Thameaville, also C. E. Lewis, L . 
Huff and E. J . Birkin. 

Blenheim welcomed J. S. Bonnett, and A. 
M. Marlatt. 

Bothwell ... D. West, ... Croton ... R. A. 
Van sickle, and R. H. Labadie and L. M. St. 
Jean went to Tilbury. 

Those men returned this week and to them 
we say ... "W eleome back, churn, and thanka 
for a job well done." 

I 

F. TEMPERToN·",lA't the ~ginning ol Blenheim \ 
name& in Welcome Horne~ come in softly "It's 
a long way to Tipperary. When names com
pie~. play f.u~ :.and ~nt~u~ wjt;h l 'Home On 
the Ra~e. 1 Lk"'. : • 1 , .., , 

ANNOUNcm.:-Ladies,--' . · . '( ~his ·messare is for · 
you .•. Laat week, you will1remember, we 
announced that Mrs, Canie Jenkin.son, Char
ina' Crou, had.been awarded the $6 for her 
recipe for a sponge layer cake. Many recipes 
came to our attention and the paatry expert 
who judged them had a difficult task. 

( • 
Here is another chance for you to win $6 . .•. 
with fall bouse-cleaning in our midst, screens 
are coming down and storm windowa are be
~~ put, up in their place. · Naturally, windows 
have to be cleaned and the dust and dirt that 

-- ~ ....... --·---

/52, 

has accumulated around the sills removed. 
Walls have to be washed ... also woodwork. 
Now here is all you do ... write down on a 
slip of paper your suggestion of cleaning 
windows and sills, washing the walls ... just 
some idea that will help to make this house
hold task a little easier .•. For inatance, do 
you scrape away the dirt or do you use vine
gar with water to cut the dirt or some other 
solution of your own. It'l'l quite simple ... 

Send in your suggestion to the Family Al
manac, care CFCO, Chatham by next Thurs
day morning. We re~at ... Family Almanac 
care CFCO. The wmner of the $5 will be 
announced on our next program. 

ANNOUNC~For a party in progress on La
croix street, our guest pianist is going to play 
"I'll be Seeing You" and "It's Three O'clock in 
the Morning" .. ·. and w4! didn't say "at". 

TEMPER'roN-Plays. 

ANNOUNCER (G.R.S.)-This is the story of a 
Tilbury pioneer-the story of a man, who has 
hewed his way through the forest and ia still 
hale and hearty although in his 90th year. 
He is Thomas C. Vickerman, who when ask
ed the other day when he retired from busi
ness activities, replied quite firmly, ! ' .. "I 

., haven't retired. Why should I?'' · 

J ..,, 

'-'" 0 

.......... 

Truly a pioneer of Tilbury North, Thomas 
Vickerman was born on the Middle Road. His 
parents, Robert and Ann Vickerman were na
tives of St. Remi, Quebec, whose fore-fathers 
were Yorkshire, England, stock. 

One of his earliest recollections, Mr. Vicker
man recalls, was the bush around his father's 
6<Nlcre farm which was later traded for an
other farm on Big Creek in the same town
ship. There was no bridge across the Creek 
until the Canada Southern Railway (now the 
New York Central) was built. To cross the 
creek, neighbors bad to "walk the logs" and 
In this, young Tommy Vickerman became 
quite adapt. Wh~tftbe raUway went tbrough, 
Thomas, then 17, helped with the "grading" 
... a job he still talks of with pride. : . . 
About that time, hts ..father went' into the 
saw-mUl buslneM with his son aa assistant. 
But after a few years operation the mill 
btmted and Thbma8 't\:trlled to ''framing" ... 
This was a method of bam-building in which 
8 and 11 inch square timber waa used. By 
the ~Jme he waa 80 y~ of age, he had ac
qnb'ed a famr of~ dWJI and took' unto bim

«eelf a bride, Tereua Xlnpmill, daughter of 
the neighbors just acr018 the creek. • 

After fanning for some years he operated a 
planing mill at Comber and later returned to 
Tj]fiury wltere be managed the town electric
light plant until the utilicy was taken over by 
the provincial government in 1916. 

-- .--....---·-,.. - ... -
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Today •.. Mr. Vickerman still plies his skill 
·at carpentry and electrical work. He has 
two hobbies, gardening and motoring. Any 
summer day you might see the old ~entle
man driving casually through the country for 
he became familiar with ears early in the mo
tor era. 

Mrs. Vickerman, hia life partner, is still in 
good health and take3 a great interest in 
her garden. They have a family ... you folks 
around Tilbury know them well; ... W. H., is 
C. P. R. agent at Sedgwick, Alberta, and 
Glenn is 'the customs office~. · Mrs. W. E. 
Lumley and Miss Ada Vickerman are the 
daughters . . . Loyalty to their country is 
more than a by-word with the VickermJQ 
family, Six 81'andson., served in the war just 
ended and W. H. and Glenn were ln the First 
World War. II you were to ask Mr. Vicker
man his prescription for a long and vigorous 
life, his reply would be-"a wise divi.aion of• 
work and play, temperate habits, and a "good-
ncishbor outlook.'' . . . : 

·-~ ... . 
To these sturdy pioneel"8 of Tilbury North 
and Kent County, may we say . . . "Good 
health for many years and God blese you 
both." ' 

• I 

ANNOUNCER-And here is Frank Temperton to 
play for Mr. and Mrs. Viclcerman, of Tilbury, 

••• qp 
'l l I . ... 
I I' 

_, ••• ' • tl 

, . 

• l I' , 

··II , , 

, ' 

"Love's Old Sweet Song" and "The Old Oaken 
Bucket.'' 

TEMPER TON- Plays. 
'I ( 

ANNOUNCER-When Colonel and Mrs. Brennan 
left Chatham this afternoon for their home 
in Michigan, the Colonel said lte would be 
listening to our program tonight. At the 
same time he mentioned that "Believe Me all 
those Endearing Young Charms," was his fa
vorite song. So here is Frank to play it for 
Colonel Brennan in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

TEMPER TON-Playa. 

THEME-(Up 10 seconds and fade behind an-
nouncer). ' .... 

') I I 

ANNOUNCER-And so ends Chapter 87 ofXent 
~; County . Family Almanac brought to you 

through the c:ocu-tesy of the Canada and Do
minion Sugar Company. Chatham and Wal
laceburg. 

We leave the air at this time to return again 
next Thursday at 9 p.m. Meanwhile, Sign 
Your Name to Victory ; Buy Ninth Victory 
Loan Bonds. , 

This 'is John Size saying thanks to Frank 
Temperton ahd keep smiling ev.ery~ody. 

This is CFCO. ' ~~~~ ·:. 

.! 
. , 

. ~· '" ., Hlrn~m I 
I ·' r . ,,. 

. :• '.t I J'. ~· t• . . 
!!: 

!lJ .,, 
I ,{j . !:t ,, . 

I 
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( Chaptft" 38) 

REPRINT OF BROADCA ST OVER CFCO 

Thursday, November ht, 1945. 

Chatham, Ontario 

ANNOUNCER-Before we present our next pro
p-am, let us look! in on a well kept farm 
101newhere in Kent County. In the living 
room of the modern home ia a boy, probably 
12 yeara of &J'e . . Father. just fulished.. with 
the chores, ie r~ one o! t.he even~ pa.-

~~ ~ Mother fa"'buqwftb,tler kltdien~uti~. 
ot The boy i1 dolnl hia homewotk Atld &t the 
··rl moment ia aomewhat perplexed., lie 1ooks 

up and says: '· 

BOY-D&a. ' wht . do YOJl know .~ul Rateigh 
Tow:uabtt>1 1 ~ ~;/. rl.: • ., " r.o 

DAD-I.'m ·afraid Hot vecy much. aon. fou see 
·•n we ~]Jjy tnoved here 10 yeara ,ap, WhY do 

• J.' ~o"\~Ask? "til rht; ;'{ n Yt ,., r JOY-teACh~r \vanta us to do I~ 'ci)n:~ilkn on 
. · fJfotl¥t lift; in Ralelih artd I baven'* ~t all 

• he ~~Us. :·,· fn 1: , ... t•r J 1 , "''· " r I', 
,. . . 

DAD-Wt!U, say, ~ ju~t saw here in the ~per 
th't the Fam1ly Almanac had aomethillg on 
the radio tonight about Raleigh. Why don't 
you tu:r:te it in .. ¥~be y.ou can get aom~in-
fortn.abon trotrt. it: 1 .,. · 

. " . • 1 r . ~ '· t 

BOY-htat's 'an idea ... That pro~aTO on Kent 
I•· ~y'"Ufe1~Tiy .#Oe8 hac~ .1f!«nf rears. 
• r: H-et'e it ia now. lH·l' • . >< _ rU "f,d rr•w.-. 
_ __ .:f.._ ' ' '~!'i· Jl•.t.J , r., ,r ~ . .. ( 

ANNOUNCER -cr.;-S:)--cailau anCJ.- l)ominion 
Suaar Company ])resents ''Kent County Fam-

1 Qy Ahnanae.'r n Jfl)f'. 'l'l,.,..., ' lj I ) •••. l 

1 4 1 ·,r t ,,.,?, 8~orl iJn1: mu t 
THEM»-"Florentine." f · •• tiJ ,!.J . • • 1 

(Up 15 aeconcls-thea fade behind announc-
i.l . ~ a;, x.td.~~ .u .. /' - 1:. . ,. • . • .. . 

ANNOUNCER-Redectiq- the . rhythm and dow 
qf, thij gi'eAt agricultural cotmty and ihose 

~ •~ndfliw it ~ .·~~ome. Kent Oount.Y Fam-·• .,. 
t ' .lb' ~nae •. • a propam t~ eltana-es as 

THEME-( Up to end of Florentine-•·then fa~ 
behind announcer. 

ANNOUNCER--Here we are aa-a~1 friendl, with 
Chapter 88 of your Family Almanac ••. A 
Chapter that will interest the folk. o,t in 

-- Raleigh Township .• . You will hear of the 
rtrf J)l'lvaUons &If<{ hartlshipe thoee ploneerw suf

fera1 ov~ 100 1feat"!! ago, wh~ 1b~ waa 
only bush and ttot even a trail to folJow, We 
have aoother 55 returned men W w~Jtom& 

. back and OUJ: auest pianilt and.iprchestra 
leader wili please you. You are weu ~uain-

1 ted wlth. our 1oloist, so, withoqt further pr&
~· ~: Hminarjes, let'~ get started op. a halt .~our 
')' of ator1ea, musl<: and aon~. . VF.'of ~ rt 

_..,.....,•_.. • r 1 r 11 Vl "t••'u:uru oj f>y·.m!!l: 
1~(Up tO end.} .rl~ u,,f ttrh 

ANNOUNCER (J. 8.)-Introduc:ina- ow-4rlloat foe. 
this evenina •.. t'EW MACK. - • 

MACK;.,...plays few bats on tlfe plana. ~. ~~t, t':·! , . ' ·: ) 

ANNOlJ!lroER-PlirtJJst and orchestra leader of 
LontJon and Windsor. 

ANNOUNCER--Uw ?t!aek has led several dance 
bands down around the border city and wheo 

'•I he arrf1f'ed in town the othe:r day we i.Jttited 
e hiJrl w play for b~t toni~ht. Lew- is li ,patural 
9ff1 1rhen seated In .f.ront ()f a pUtno ina hefe be 

-·- .2ri J ua 1o1 g:fVe ua'..IU.8:-vetsron· Of "?try~ .mkft!Y'' and 
·Is ·"Dian." ~ 
-triO~ ' I II l\1, I I I , • , 1 t• · ra: ·;·.Jd 'l'l f ,:f 
MACK-Plays. .'{Ji n r~ 

ANNOUNCER (J. 'S.) -Here's a • little ownber 
• that has becom~ quite p<>pular fn t J\e past 

;·:,,. few months ... 1'It's Only a Paper Moon." 
• · . . . Corine Caron, our soloist, sit1p it for 

yoo with her altlter1 Jeurr, at ·t he pa'tfo. 

OORINk-stnrs. ,.,.. .to -'J • r 
I I .,."111 U 

.ANNOW~ (1.: ~.)-And now .. ~ •. Raleigh 
· · 'rownsh1P,. one Jlundred years -.o, . · the community changa • . . alite With pic

:.: turet .of our towmJ, our efty and out ~ 
1

1: pie ~ ... AnytlritJg and everything that haJ)-
-~bl . .this J'kb, . .ntdeu..lalld..of. 021tario .ia 
a:rla~ for the mill of the Almanae. 

( 

• 
ilNG~e · inh~ith reeol'ttinr ' ~Give Me 

.. · Y6UJ' Heart"-t.Jp ftve- seeonda 'llitct ·-r~e be
hind announcer • 

.... ---~ __ .........,...-.., -



• 

• 

SPEAKER (E. P.)-Wben the little daughter of 
John Powell, a Raleigh Township pioneer, be
came lost in that unserveyed portion of Kent 
County over a hundred years ago, probably 
the first "Vigilance Committee" was formed 
in what is now Western Ontario. The child 
and her father had been visiting neighbor8 
some miles away, and Powell, after directing 
the child how to find her way home, pro
ceeded to the Lake Shore on further busi
ness. But finding her way through the bush 
was not an easy task for the little girl and 
she became lost. For five long days and 
nights she wandered aimlessly t hrough the 
dense forest, Jiving only on berries and a 
brace of pigeons her father had shot a few 
minutes before he left. 

At the end of the fifth frantic day, seltlers 
who had formed a search party, finally found 
the girl exhausted and frightened .... miles 
from the home of her pioneer parent8. 

Some years later, the same girl became the 
wife of Samuel Hall, Junior, and their des
cendanta still reside in and around the vil
lage of Merlin. 

That incident was only one of the many dan
~rera the early settlers had to face ..• There 
were no roads or landmarks in those days 
and it was not unuaual !or adulta to lose 
their way ~ .. let alone children who were 
allowed to wander !ar from their homea in 
the brush. ';.' , \: 1 

• ' 

ENGINEER-Cut recoCdiilg. 
·. ~~ 

SPEAKER (G. R. S.)-It was from the vanguard 
of civilization which moved up the Thames 
in 1792 that Raleigh first r«eived ita pion
eers. Unfortunately, no information touch
ing the events have been preserved, and eome 
confusion prevails as to the accuracy of the 
dates. But it appears certain that the first 
to arrive were the MeCraes, the Reaumes, the 
Pecka, the Jacobe, the Dolsens, the Pareona 
and the Tolls. Edward Parsons, son of the 

, _ pioneer Pa_nona, i.a.~i~ to ~av~ ~\1 the 
first wh1te child born m the distnet • , . He 
later became an influential citizen in the com-

f 

munity. ·· .1" 

By 1817, the Thames settlement in Raleigh 
had increased to promiaing proportions. 
There were about SO inhabitated fal'IIl! ten
anted by 198 residents and over on the Lake 
Sh$>re..oL.Ialbo~ &teet,.aettler;nen~ •. th~~ were 
25 fanns and approXImately 75 b1habttants 
.. • There was no church in either locality, 
but there: waa one school where meetings 
were held . , . two small griat milia and , a 
brickyard, the first in Western Ontario . . . 
It waa from this yard that Thomas McCrae 
obtained the brick to build the first brick 
house in K~nt County. The McCraes, it 
might be notedr were among- the early Par
liamentary representatives of the , county, 

William, son of Thomas, being member of 
Parliament from 1834 until the union of the 
provinces in 1866. 

SPEAKER (E. P.)-The settlement of . Talbo( 
Street was formed under the supervision of 
Col. Talbot, who allotted pioneers thetr loca
tions and exercised a general superintendence 
over their performance of settlement duties. 
Among the first to locate was John Sovereign 
who was given lot 135 . .• then followed Man-
gus Crawford, Sam Watson, the Wedges. the 
Shepleys, David Quick, the Pardos and W. 
S. Stripp, who conducted a store and farmed 
a portion of land which later became Buck
horn, now called Cedar Springs. 

When Colonel Burwell, Talbot's second in 
command ,surveyed the land left uncomplet-
ed by those pioneer surveyors Iredell and Mc-
Niff, the region of the "Middle Road" became 
a vailable for ..J!ettlera and WUliam White wM 
the first pioneer along thia road. White, who 
came from Pennsylvanil\ after migrating 
from Kent County In England, invaded the 
foresta of Raleigh with hia sons and a !On
in-law, Thomaa Williams. With them they 
brought 14 cattle, one horse and the team of 
oxen which hauled the family possessions. 
On leaving the Talbot road at a point where 
Blenheim now stands, they had to cut a road 
through the trees to reach their new home 
site. Next to reach the Middle Road was 
John Powell, whom we already mentioned . . · 
Powell lcieating near Merlin •. . • Sam Hal 
:father o~ the man who married Powell's 
daughter was next, and an Englishman nam-
ed Cook followed • . . It waa from this man 
that Cook's Cornen (now Charing Cross) re
ceived its name. 

SPEAKER (G. R. S.)-The only means of travel 
waa oxen and on foot through a bush that 
was marked only by linea of "blazed" treea. 
But there were other difficulties and priva
tions . . . Shoea could hardly be purchased 
even by those who had money and while 
lacking these potential commo<U~.o •. mAtlY per
sons were compelled to swaddle their feet in 

.J cloth, this being the prevailing style for win
ter .•. Crops were sown on partially cleared 
land and hoes were used in place of harrows 
to cover the seed. · 

' • • t .1 I' • ')'h iU G ' 
ENGINEER-Come in softly with .,Onward 

Christian Soldiers." . - --· . ... . . .... ....... ~ .... _....,.. __ ~ 

(l!t) 

-..... . 

In clearing the land, women fired by -a zeal 
for forest conquesta, were none to delicate 
to shoulder the axe, often dlsplaylrig a degree "1 

,; -of skill in chopping trees that would shame 
some of our young men of the p-resent day. 
And as they worked they sang, and the music 
of the axe was accompanied by spiritual # = 
songs as the women labored ~boulder ~ 

.... • ~boulder with their men •.. this combination • 
of industry and diety displaying a degree of 



Christianity in these days of new strugglee 
and strife. 

{ "<;NGINEER-Fade out recording. . 

l SPEAKER (E. P.)-(Pause five seconds) . 
Meanwhile villages began to spring up . . . 
Cbaring Cross prospered wilh the arrival 
of the New York Central and its connection 
with Chatham. At one time that village 
boasted of saw mills,' two hot~s. stores, 
c.hurehes nnd shops of all varieties. 

Merlin grew from a crossroads point to be
come a. thriving centre, particularly after 
the Marshalls established mills there. R. W. 
Marshall is the young, energetic editor o! the 
Standard, long edited by this family. R. W. 
is also a· member of the board of police trus
tees. 

Cedar Springs, earlier known as Buckhorn, 
is an enterprising four comers and business 
section for summer residents of the beach, 
only a mile and a half away. 

Fletcher and Buxton are nearby, both busy 
little post-office villages. 

ENGINEER-Repeat faintly recording "Give Me 
Your Heart." 

Today •.. the high development of her ag- ' 
ricultural interests and the prosperity of her 
people, make Raleigh one of the wealthiest 

( townshipe in the county. Its public affairs 
' are well administered • • . its schools up-to- · 

a date .•. and ita farn:l3 well drained, thus 
• making it truly a great part of this rich gar-

deP:·Jat'ld of Ontario. • 
It will be interesting to the residents of Ra
leigh to know that today work began on a 
new $50,000 project in the township. Were
fer to the building of a new transmitter 
houae and three large steel towel'B to be ueed 
by CF(X) for broadcasting purposes. This 
land is part of the Roselle Fann on No. 2 
highway, six and one half miles west of 

~ Ghathtun ... T • • • , • 

ENGINEER-Up with recording for 10 seconds 
then fade out. 

ANNOUNCER (J. S.)-Roy Guymer needs no in
troduction as a violinist. He has played be
fore many audiences in Western Ontario and 
you have heard him before on our programa. 
Tonight, he has selected the Irish number, 
"Londonderry Air", and here he is with Miss 
J ean Caron as accompanist. 

GUYMER-Plays. 

ENGINEER-Come- in with rec:o~lng "Just A 
( .. Little iLove---A Little KiM." ••. Play up for 

one m nuie and 15 seconds and fade when e speaker begins. 

SPEAKER (G. R. S.)-Canada . • • a land of hun
dred dreams to thousands of our boye and 
girls returning from overseas. Recently, 
when a troopship docked at an eAStern port, 
a stalwart Canadian soldier strode down the 
gang-plank, and , kneeling in reverence, kissed 
the earth beneath his feet. There was noth
ing WTong in that ... it was his earth, the 
land he had fought and bled for during five 
long years ... but he was only putting into 
action what was in the hearts of thousands 
of others as they stepped ashore their native 
land. · 

This week, another 12,000 Canadians re
turned to their homes on the big liner Queen 
Elizabeth and Kent County said Welcome 
Home to another 36 of her native sons. They 
returned to the four corners of the county 
and everywhere there were joyous and hap
PY reunion. 

ENGINEER-Up with recording to end. 

ANNOUNCER-Wallaceburg welcomed- Corp. 
?.L A. Bechard, Sergt. W. F . Bunda, Sergt. L. 
Lapierre, PrivateS. J . Ott, R. C. Slater, Sergt. 
E. C. Haggerty, Corp. 0 . R. Lalonde, Private 
D. N. Peats, Private W. H. Schram, Trooper 
C. D. Young. 

Blenheim welcoiMd.-Private G. C. Doan and 
Gunner T. Maynard. 

Wheatley welcomed-Trooper W. F. Houston, 
J . Konrad, L. Adams. 

~ 

BothweD-Gunner N. V. Kelley .. :. North
wood ••• Private W. Arnold. • . . Tilbury 
welcomed Private A. B. Daziel. T.lwaesville 
welcomed Corp. J.P. Tuker; ... Private F. 
Ricica went to Morpeth and Private L. W. 
Degraw went to Rid&'etown. 

SPEAKER (G. R. S.)-Tbose who returned to 
Chatham were-Lieut. Thomas Harris; C. J. 

. . Cross, Princess Street; Sergt. H. H. Ga-oux. 
Forest Street and Private H. J. Geroux·, Dov
er Street; C. M. Monaen, Pine Street; J. S. 
Murphy, Raleigh Street; J. L. Reid, Jeffrey 
Street; Capt. T. E. Coatsworth, Selkirk 
Street; Capt. W. H. McLaren, Stone A venue; 
E. J. Bohannan, Adelaide Street; J. C. Brock, 
Prince Street; Trooper H. Denkers, Park Ave
nue; P. J . Doddy, Scane Street; J. Dunlop, 
William Street; J. J. Kembly, Lacroix Street; 
Sergt. C. D. Luff, Thames Street; C. A. Pryor, 
Wellington Street; C. M. Smith, Wellington 
Street; J. C. Moyaert, William Street South; 
J. R. Willmore, Richmond Street; R. A. 
Schram, Joeeph Street. 

/ 

ANNOUNCER (J. S.)-Corine Caron steps be
fore the "Mike," this time to sing an old fa
vorite ... "Sweet Dreams, Sweetheart.'' All 
right, Corine .•. If you sing it as well as 
you did during rehearsal I know we are all 
going to like it. 

·. 



CORIN&-Sings. .•,·--:. } 
o I 

.... , . ~ . ,: /--.. . ,~ 
ANNOUNCER (J. 8.)-0f coune you want to 

hear Lew Mack again. Lew has a nlee ar
rangement of "Stardust," we want you to 
hear ... so her~ he is • • . 'Lew Mack playing 
"Stardust.'• · 

MACK-Playe. 

THEME-(Reveree side of Flonntine---Up 15 se
conds, then f ade behind announcer.) 

ANNOUNCER-ADd eo we close Chapter 88 of 
your Family Almanac, and we leave the air 

'J'o \ lo t " 
l ., 

) • •J • , r 

~is ten to.~_,,,~,·:~·, m.~ ri.,'JUi 
. lr!J .. l£~> .. :r , • wd 
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.1- ; ... ·n1, JQ~ I our. .. . eJ6 r. 
1 )I Jl 

· 0 

--·~---~--

r 
I 

7 

at this time to return again nen ThaJ'Bday 
at nine p.m. r. 

Kent County Family Almanac has bee{ l 
brought to you through the courteay of the 
Canada and DominionS~ Company, Chat-
ham and Wallacebu:rg. . 1 

.Meanwhile •• . Sign your name to Vietory 
••. Buy Ninth Victory Loan Bonds. · ... 

This is Jack S ize. your announcer saying 
••Lots of luclc. and keep smiling everybody! • 

This ia CFOO. 

( ·, .A 

I • 

·~t 

.. 

j .' ' ••• 

, , 
·"'' 

, ~II 

.•.• , ;if) • 

SOME . I srtlu :.t 1 .,., 
0 } 'l• I . 

~FUTURE BROM>CASTS 
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• ~t '; 
• CALEDONIA SETrLE:MEtn' , t. , l· 
• KENT PERSONALrl'IES. ,[~· 

h I 

. 1 .. . , .. 
./ 

II 

'I 

• VILLAGE OF MERLIN w 

• TOWN OF IDGHGATE '· r " .. ,.. . . . ··~ll 
.AND OTH.FBS ' fl • , •\r 

pJf 'H! I 'z. t f ,, ei C11 r. 
,. w 'j/,:•f "~to bn : 1:1~ ,.~,;·,. rlsi r 
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I Chapter 39. 

,4~ 
.. REPRINT OF BROADCAST OVER CFCO 

Thursday, November 8th, 1945. 

Chatham, Ontario 

ANNOUNCER-Canada and Dominion Sugar 
Company presents "Kent County Family 
Almanac." 

THEME-"Florentine." 

~-
Up 115 seconds then fade behind announcer.) 

' . 
~UN~Re1lecting the rhythm and flow 

· of thli great agrieultura1 oounty &luf tbOM 
, sarroundin&' it comes Kent County Family 

SPEAKER (G. R. S.)-I wonder how many of 
our listeners have a hobby. You know, it's 
quite the thing these days. Some garden, 
and they will spend hours, if you let them, 
telling you of the flowers and wonderful 
things they can grow. Some motor as a 
hobby. Some collect at.amps, coins, signa
tures and even bottoM. Some fill their homes 

- full of furniture of antique deacrfption •.• 
others have canaries, ftab, dop and cata. 
And, it is not unusual to see a stern busi
ness man in his recreation room in the eve
nings, rwming miniature trains or making 

• Almanac ... a program that changes as the 
community changes ... alive with pictures 
of our towns, our city ·and our community. 
. • • Anything and everything that happens 
in this rieh garden-land of Ontario is grist 

~ , for: the mlll of the Almanac. 

THEME-Up to end then fade trumpet call be-
~fn~ announcer. 1\ ,

1• _;. 

<"' .NNOUNCER--Good evening, neighbors •1 
• • It 

' 

is Thursday nigh,t again and here we are 
with Chapter 39 of your Family Almanac. 
~night, we are going to talk to you about 
hobbies .•. maybe ~ou have one . . . we will 
also tell you of mechanization in the beet 
t\eld .. . . something that happened suceess
fuUT'la.st week in Kent County ... We have 
a sf.oey of once thriving villages, long since 
vanished and there is a welcome home mes-
.,...e .tor you. Ow- awst. pdniat ia back 
api~ you heard him Jut 'fVeek and liked his 

.. n:waic ••• So bere we are. the nui half hour 
~ .,. 'It 

• • .._, . • . < 'I ~ . ' • ' ~=--·-S4l""r .. ~,.,..,....._.. 
THEME (Up tO end.) . ~qMt • 

' ( . '\.' ·;; 
LEW MACK-On completion of theme and on 

1Upal from announcer, commen~ playing
~ for SO seconds, then ..softly u announcer 
laNtAJts 11•·. 
,~~,. ; . t • • •••••• JJ:. or o.-• ..,u w ... 

. I 

__ ~O~f:ER-=Lew ~!=k~J>~njat_and orchestra 
leader from London and Windsor is back with 
us again this week. For his opening telec
tions, he is going to play those two popular 
)lumbers, "For You" and "I Only Ba"e Eyes 
rROf You." ' 1 [. '' 

C 
~ .. c:_ . ,. i' ~ 'rhti 

a...E yY, MAOK-Playa al>ove numbers. · • , e . .,.. 'T' ••. ,. •• _ ....... , .... ~·· . • - ..... .4. 

small airplanes. 1 
1 

r know a young lady who collects match-fol
ders, those little thinp you and I throw 
away every day. And I have an editor 
friend right here in Western Ontario whose 

· hobby is small ftre-arms .·~ . be has the ~t
est eolleetion of ~olvers and guns one would 
want to eee. We'll talk about thoee some 
day one one of our future programs. :" ,. 

But the hobby or collection I want to speak 
about tonight ia glass ••. The--other day I 
stopped at Ridgetown !or lunch. 'While wait
ing to be served, I became interested in a 
small piece of ~lasaware that was on the 
table .• . I think it was a butter dish or 
probably could have been used for pickles. I 
was remarkin&' on ita unique style when a 
voice b~hfnd me said, HOo you want to. see 

. Bomethina'." It was Lee Slmpso~ .foJ"mer 
reeve of Ridptown •suid _proprietor of the 
restaaram.. when 1 wu dining • .MJ:.·,.sJmp. 

•• ... llOI1 invited me to a back room and I don't 
1~> think 1 -ever· saw flo much glass ln. 'On~ room 

befoN.' There 1were glal!s dish~~ and vases 
of &11 deecrlptiorut •. ·, rare glass dishe£ .. • 
Yon would wonder where they all came from. 

o "A bobby," I remarked as I gazed over the 
room. •'Yee, ·and1t ·reallY has ltitf me 'hSTd," 
said Lee. "t read all the books I can find 

1---'*· --orr old -giae1r. · "'NOW' take a Jook at'"thf~ . 

(60) 

· And Lee was otf on one of his famous de-
.. ecriptions which he does eo well. J • 
. . , ,. ." tuuo 
t, To ma.t men. glau ia just glau •but to 

some women that collection would nav-e been 
a paradiae . . • There were glaaa holderi of 
all kinds; glasa bowls, glass dolla and those 
..... •. ,, _.,..,.,., !' .... 

.: 



- .. .:.·~ ' ~. ~ 
& little wlua nick-nacks th'at ladies use to..kee~ But we are sober~ aware that scores <J( Qth-

plns and needles in. er towns, villages and hamlets have stories 
that clamour for re-telling. We want to re-

One section of the collection that intrigued cord on Almanac pages the story of Ken") 
me was the tnany different kinds of coal-oil Bridge . 

0 
• a hive of industry in 1866 • 0 0 

lamps . • . you know the kind our graJld. ')( t. 5\ 1 where, Af tbe Gnetter of that day telb, 
parents used long, long ago. Well, he had 'It • colossal quantities of square timbers, staves 
lot of tiny lamps, not more than three. 9r f9ur i1 and J&Wiogs were shipped by hardy pioneers. 
inches in height, which Mr. Simpson called Even in those days printer's ink immortalized 
"sparking lamps" o •• They were used, said , 'i .. such family names as Richard E1gin . 0 • Van 
Lee, back in the gay '40's when a young man Duzer . .. and scores and scores of others. 
went calling on his girl friend in the even·- - Nathan Roe, who collected tolls on Kent 
ing. "You can put so much oil in these tiny Bridge across the Thames; Elgin, the inn-
lampe and when it burned out, the young keeper • • 0 these are storiea that cry t~~ 

I man was supposed to go home. I guess there told 1 Here lies a fertile field for local \.btg;;. 
' are parents today who wish that old custom torians 1 Louisville . . . which well might 

was back,., he said. · · ' have rivaled our large and thriving cities I 
My ' soup was cold when I returned ~ the The men who established the timber tr,Jde. 
table but Mr. Simpson gave me another serv- there! Read down the columns where ,arty 
ing 

0 
•• this time in a glass bowl he said was editors named them ! James Smith, who, in 

d tift ld I d.d 't t 1866 handled postma.ster and general store 
a hundred an Y years 0 • 

1 n a - duties at Tilbury East. Alec Wands, brawny 
tempt to ask him where he got it • · · 1 was village amithy and wagon builder at cloee-
gl.assy-eyed wheJl I left the place and started by Valetta. These were important msmeal 
for home. 

Wands •.. Smith .. 0 Richardson ... Van-
Mr. Simpson said that when he suffer ed from Duzer ... Elgin .. o and many others! While 
wartime shortages and had little merchand- geographic and other factors somt>timea 
ise for his window display, he put in some meant that town$ and cities they so bravely 
glassware, "just to fill the window up," he built yielded their growth to other center s 
said. · Then he added thoughtfully, ".More ... their family names and enlerprisinq- spirit 
people stopped to look at that glass than remain to inspire us. Names like Edgeworth 
they did when I had the window filled with ... a post office on the Middle Road ... about 
tempting pies or a big juicy roast." Yes , 21 miJes from Chathatn or Dealtown ... may 
it's nice to have a hobby . o o It might mean no longer command large type on maps of ) 
a little extra work to make it something you our county ... but the spirit of the men wM 
would be proud of . .. as proud as Le& Simp- built those towns remains aJive ! ., 
son is of his glass collection at Ridgetown. Jn more ways than in the fteld of trade and 

ANNOUNCER (J. S.)-Remember Sylvia . ... 
One of the numbers that soared to popularity 
over a decade ago. Here is John Charles 
Thomas to sing it for you as only that great 
tenor can. 

:.:.111 
ENGINEER-In above ... at the words "One of 

the numbers" come in faintly with recording 
"Sylvia., and then up. 

ANNOUNCER (E.P.)-Here on the Almanac, we 
. like to record hiatory o •• especially personal 

history of men and women ... towns and vil
lages .. o that have made their contribution 
to early days. Jt's true that city streets 
grow from country lanes . .. and that the 
lanes themselves were merely paths of hum
an enterprise. Who walked here first ... ? 
who passed this way when the going wasn't 
easy? We believe ... that if names record
ed on the parching paper of our splendid 
country weekly records, could come alive .. . 
we'd have an almanac story that would rival 
any novel! 

Wallaceburg . .. Dresden ... Bothwell ... 
Thamesville .. . Chatham! Names that arc 
oow familiar ... once were dreams only ... 

- in the minds of our pioneers. 

commerce those brave men paved the way for 
us who followed. The clergy, enduring all 
pioneering difficulties, were there to travel 
from town to town o o • homestead to home
stead, caring for the cultural and moral needs 
of the people. 

One minister, the Reverend W. L. King, laid 
out the town of Buxton in 1849. It became 
extremely prosperous. In the late 70's it had 
a steam grist mill ... sawmill .. . two potash 
factories ... shoe shops .. . gener al stores . 
... a cooper shop o • o and the ever-present 
wagon shop! 

' 'l 
' They were not easy days ... No shiny auto-

mobiles connected city with eity. No air
planes connected them with the trade routes 
of t he world. Even the trusty postman call
ed only twice a week . . . and in the hinter
lands seldom, if a t all. There was no radio 
to fill the a ir with news of neighbors in other 
counties ... or in other worlds! 

But they were not short on courage . . . or 
of faith in one another. Those who could 
lead and build were shoved ahead by their 
neighbors. Many people in Kent and neigh-. · 
boring count ies proudly recall that they ben~ } 
the family names ·Of men and women who 
pioneered this land. 



Yes ... these are stories for future alman
acs! They are important stories, for it is 
our belief that a close identification with our 
counties and with the people who laboured 
here in the longever ago . . . is a contribu
tion to good citizenship. We've a proud heri
tage. 

Tonight the Almanac again pays well-earned 
tribute to the men and women of the His
torical Society who so ardently seek out the 
human factors in our early history here in 
these storied Ontario counties I Sometimes 
an old family album .. . a grandmother's 
scrap-book, or an attic trunk reveal material 
which makes such names as we've mentioned 
come alive again. 

Perhaps some listener tonight knows the 
story of the Rondeau, named in the Gazetter 
of 1866 ... and now probably the harbor por
tion of the present Erieau •.. before that 

- area became a summer resort where many 
an Ontario citizen soaks up the sun at vaca
tion time. Such stories will be welcome here 
on the pages of the Almanac. 

Meantime, a tribute to those of the Historical 
Society, who, through their efforts, help us 
to know and understand our past ... our pres-
ent . . . and our NEIGHBORS ... better ! 

ENGINEER-Come in with "To a Wild Rose" up . 
25 seconds and fade behind speaker. 

bJlU\.,~.-l'W·w that victory is ours, it is easy 
to work for peace because there is such a 
dramatic positiveness about it. But peace 
is not just the end of fighting ... It is a 
world made safe, made generous, made whole 
again by the boys who are coming back after 
long months of struggle and strife. What 
they have fought for is ours, and theirs, and 
it is all too easy to assume that our obliga
tion to them is satisfactory and complete. To 
those who have returned and are yet to come 
back, we owe our all and our welcome to the 
Jads who are left over there to finish the job 
must not b.e dampened by any less enthus
iasm when they return. Some of the boys 
can't come back just yet. They are not able 
to be moved and they are in hospital but gra
dually they will all be home, and nursed to 
health again in their native Canada where 
they want to be. Two such cases arrived 
this week aboard the Hospital Ship "Lady 
Nelson" ... One is Private F. L . Chapple of 
Wallaceburg . . . the other, Private R. E. Mc
Clure is a Chatham man. Both stretcher 
cases they were detained at Military Hospital 
in London for a few d'ays and arrived at 
their homes this afternoon. When lads such 
as these come back, don't speak to them of 
their wounds . .. they don't want sympathy 
... all they want is a real Welcome Home. 

e GINEER- Up with recording to end. 

ANNOUNCER (J. S.)-Yes, a great many of our 
boys coming back today are returning to 
homes, wives and sweethearts • . • It's home 
to them no matter whether it's farm, a city 
palace or just a little cottage. And that hap
pens to be the title of our next number play
ed by Jay Wilbur and his orchestra .•• "Just 
a Little Cottage.'' 

ENGINEER-In above, at beginning of words 
"It's home to them, come in faintly with re
cording "Just a Little Cottage," and then up. 

ANNOUNCER (G. R. S.) - For the next few mo
ments we want to talk to you about some
th ing that happened last week in Kent 
County ... something of particular interest 
to sugar beet growers. We refer to the me
chanical sugar beet loader which went into 
successful operation for the first time in this 
part of Ontario. Now we'l'e not going to tell 
you about this loader.ourselves . . . Standing 
beside me is Will DeKoning, of Raleigh Town
sh ip, on whose farm the loader worked. We'll 
let h im tell you about this machine himself. 
.Mr. DeKoning how many acres of beets did 
you have . .. and how many tons did you get 
off your field this year! 

DeKONING-An average crop ... 178 tons of 
beets off 14 acrPs. 

ANNOUNCER- I am told that you were pleased 
with this new loader. Is that right? 

DeKONING-Pleased is not the word . It's a re
velation in the sugar beet industry. One has 
got to see it in operation to realize that all 
the hard work has been taken out of sugar 
beet growing. 

ANNOUNCER-That's interesting . • . I didn't see 
the loader in operation but tell me, how fast 
can it load beets? 

DeKONING-The loader, pulled by a tractor, can 
pour beets into a truck at the rate of one ton 
a minute but the day it worked at my place 
the boys didn't overwork themselves. They 
loaded an a\•erage of six tons every 12 min
utes. 

ANNOUNCER-Pretty fast loading, I would say. 
Now . . . how long would it take to load 
those trucks by hand? · 

DeKONING-It generally took two men using 
beet forks, three hours to load and deliver a 
six-ton truck and they would be working 
pretty steady at that. 

ANNOUNCER- Let's see . . . a load every three 
hours .•• Now if you used only one truck 

you would take to the factory three loads, 
possibly four a day. How many truck-loads 
could you when the loader is used? 

I~ . 



DeKONING-Well for example •.. Take my fa
ther's nine acres over on the highway. When 
they were working there last Friday they 
took in 11 loads, using only one truck. You 
could not do that if the beets were loaded 
by hand, unless you employed more men and 
used more trucks. 

ANNOUNCER-You just mentioned your father 
· .... Anymore of the DeKoning family on 

farms? 

DeKONING-! have three brothers ..• John, 
Pete and Harry ... We have 660 acres alto
gether. 

ANNOUNCER-Say, that's a lot of land ... Go
ing to grow sugar beets again next year? 

DeKONING-Our family is definitely sold on this 
loader ... and if loaders are available next 
year, we intend to grow beets ... iu fact 
many acres of them. 

ANNOUNCER-Well, I'm sure there will be load
ers available but we have a representative 
of the Sugar Company right here in the 
studio. Let's ask him what the prospects 
are for next years as far as loaders arP. con
cerned. Come in WiU Herriman. 
I believe you are a field representative of the 
Sugar Company. Have you anything you 
can say on this? 

HERRIMAN-With restrictions coming off and 
A priorities lifted, the company has been as-
• sured that a number of these loaders will 

be available for the sugar beet area in south
western Ontario. A13 can be seen from what 
Mr. DeKoning says, this mechanization re
duces by one third the entire job of harvest
ing beets. Also, it will not be necessary for 
the grower to hire men to load beets nor 
for the farmer to cart them to the factory. 
For instance, trucking companies with six or 
eight trucks could contract for the beets 
right on the ground-providing, of course, 
they had a load4l>r. For the farmer who has 
one himself, the important thing is to get 
his beets off by using as many trucks as he 
can, and then pass on the loader to the next 
farmer. 

ANNOUNCER-Does that answer your queRtion, 
Mr. DeKoning? 

DeKONING-Yes, and I hope to have one of those 
loaders myself next year. It strikes me that 

bl, 

sugar beets ia one of the crops a farmer can't 
grow to much of. And I would like to say a 
word with respect to the help and sugges
tions I received from the experimental de ) 
partment of the Company this year, espe
cially Mr. Homer F1etcher. His co-operation 
was wonderful and I am sure all farmers will 
find it the same. 

ANNOUNCER-Well say, I am sure Mr. Fletcher 
would like to hear that. Thanks for coming 
in tonight, Mr. DeKoning and telling about 
this revelation in sugar beet growing and 
thank you Mr. Herriman for the information 
you revealed. 

SPEAKER (G. R. S.)-This is for the ladies ••. 
We received a great many suggestion:i for a 
liquid solution to be used around window
sills and on walls during housecleaning time. 
They were all good, in fact so good our judge 
tried out many of them. Several contained 
commercial solutions which had to be added, 
thus takin~ away the economical point of 
value. The one that was decided on by our 
judge was submitted by Miss Ercell Heward, 
R.R. 1, Coatsworth, Ontario. Miss Heward's 
cheque is in fbe mail. • 

Thanks everybody for joining in our con
test .•. Some day soon we'll have another 
for you. Listen in for it, won't you? . . 

ANNOUNCER (J. S.)-Our guest pianist, Lew '-
Mack, known to many down around Windsor 1 
as a versatile orchestra leader, turns to the 
semi-classics, as he plays the concluding 
number, ••r Surrender Dear." 

LEW MACK-Plays. 

ANNOUNCER (J. S.)-And with the playing of 
our theme, we close Chapter 39 of your Fam .. 
ily Almanac. We leave the air at this time 
to return again next Thursday at 9 p.m. 

Kent County Family Almanac has been 
brought to you through the courtesy of the 
Canada and Dominion Sugar Company, Chat
ham and Wallaceburg. 

Meanwhile, we have only a few more days 
left ... 41Sign your name to Victory. Buy 
9th Victory Loan Bonds. 

This is John Size, your announcer, ~aying 
"Good night everybody and lots of good luck." 

This is CFCO. 

) 
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