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vulnerable is critical as we continue to safely reopen and manage
COVID-19 for the long-term.”

During the height of Ontario’s COVID-19 vaccine rollout, a large
population of Ontarians received their first and second doses at a
longer interval than indicated on the product monograph. This longer
interval has now been shown to improve duration of protection, and
the National Advisory Committee on Immunization now recommends
an optimal interval of eight weeks between first and second doses
officials say.

“The expansion of eligibility for booster shots is one more step that
our government is taking to protect Ontarians and keep our
communities safe,” said Solicitor General Sylvia Jones. “As with the
initial administration of COVID-19 vaccines, the phased rollout of
booster shots ensures that vulnerable groups are prioritized and can
easily access booster shots through pharmacies, clinics and health

care providers.”

COVID-19 vaccine eligibility for children aged five to 11 is subject to
Health Canada approval. Ontario is working with public health units

across the province to prepare to vaccinate children aged five to 11.
The Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine for children aged five to 11 is a distinct
formulation at a lower dose and supply of vaccine that will be rolled

out in parallel to booster doses.
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