‘We’re in the queue’: First local batch of COVID-19 vaccines anticipated... https://www.mykawartha.com/news-story/10307650--we-re-in-the-queue-...

officials have been “notified to be on alert for early February.” In other words,
currently, this is when Phase 1 of vaccine distribution is slotted to reach the HKPR
region, which includes the Northumberland and Kawartha areas.

“We're in the queue - we will be getting vaccines,” said Gemmill, during the health
unit’s first-ever virtual information session with media Wednesday, Jan. 13, where
he provided an update on the pandemic at the local level, including vaccination
distribution.

Under Phase 1, the priority populations include those in long-term care facilities;
their staff, residents and their essential caregivers, other health-care workers, and
people receiving chronic home care, and the like.

“The long-term care homes are No. 1 - we want to get people there protected, the
residents, the staff and essential caregivers, who go into provide assistance with
their friends and loved ones there,” said Gemmill, while also noting the recent rising
cases and recent deaths within the region. “It is, | think, the one huge, bright light
that we have - it is going to be the magic bullet, if we can get the vaccine into arms
before people get sick with the virus.”

Since Jan. 1, Gemmill was quick to note, almost 40 per cent of Ontario’s LTC facilities
have had active COVID-19 outbreaks; additionally, provincial modelling data also
indicates more LTC deaths are anticipated during the second COVID-19 wave versus
wave one.

“...LTC homes are the priority, and when we get the vaccine for our area, we will leave
no stone unturned to get vaccines in arms in LTC first, and then others as fast as we
possibly can,” he said.

Currently, two vaccines are licensed in Canada; they include the Pfizer and Moderna
vaccines. Vaccine rollout just started, with Ontario focusing on LTC facilities in the
hardest hit areas.

The main issue currently is the supply of the vaccine, which at the moment, is quite
limited, explained Gemmill. But, he said, the hope is to start Phase 1 in HKPR in early
February, and the health unit is doing everything in its power to facilitate this, he
promised, though at the same time warned the timeline could easily change based on
vaccine availability.
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