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Paying it forward and bringing the community closer together

John Howard Society fundraiser builds on last year’s milestone anniversary
celebration and helps support the United Way while promoting local businesses

By Catherine Whitnall Kawartha Lakes This Week
Wednesday, December 16, 2020

COVID-19 may be keeping people apart but, as far as the John Howard Society of
Kawartha Lakes and Haliburton is concerned, it’s actually brought the community
closer together.

Last year, the agency was looking for a way to mark 35 years of serving the area.
With offices located in Lindsay and Minden, the society delivers evidence-based
programs and services that range from helping youth develop life skills they need to
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achieve their full potential, to helping families navigate issues of criminal justice, to
providing job training for those leaving incarceration so they can contribute to their
community in a meaningful way.

“Someone suggested we do a ‘pay it forward’ celebration and it sounded like a great
idea,” said executive director Lois Powers.

The agency partnered with Boiling Over on Kent Street and paid for dozens of
coffees.

“This year, with COVID happening, we wanted to keep that positive message of
giving back going,” continued Powers, noting that the pandemic had hit small
businesses especially hard so it was decided to expand the idea of helping to all of
downtown. “It was also a way to promote shopping locally, especially during the
holidays.”
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Staff came up with the idea of buying and decorating glass Christmas ornaments.
Local businesses could buy one for $10 and have their logo or business card featured
in, or on, the ball, which was later used to decorate a tree downtown. The roughly
$500 raised through the purchases was donated to the United Way.

“Our staff and our downtown businesses have really gone above and beyond ... But |
think the more a community does, the more it’s willing to do,” said Powers who came
to the agency four years ago from Toronto and is overwhelmed by the community
support over the years, particularly during the pandemic. “People are very
community focused here.. | have seen, over and over again, so much help for those
who are the most vulnerable in this community.”

Powers pointed out that, moving forward, that type of support will not go unnoticed.

“There’s almost a new momentum that’s been created because of COVID. There’s
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this new collaboration going on that’s bringing so many groups and people together
torise above and come out the other end of this stronger than before,” said Powers.
“Funders are going to remember who stepped up during this whole thing and pay it
forward themselves.”’

Catherine Whitnall s a reporter with MyKawartha. She can be reached at cwhitnall@mykawartha.com. Follow her on
Twitter and MyKawartha on Facebook

Tags: Hyper Local, Human Interest, Community

REPORT AN JOURNALISTIC

ERROR STANDARDS ABOUT US

You might be interested in

How many
confirmed
COVID-19
cases are
therein
Peterborough
and Kawartha
Lakes?

Dec 16,2020

GoFundMe for civilian caught in crossfire that

led to baby's shooting death What's going
on here? So

According to GoFundMe page, Ron Hill's truck drove over

spike belt set out for father who abducted his child long 'Ricky's
and hello

‘Chuck’

Dec 15, 2020

Dec 15, 2020

3of6 12/17/2020, 9:59 AM



