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Agricultural societies can apply for funding to offset financial
losses from fairs, exhibitions, and events cancelled due to COVID-
19

By kawarthaNOW -
Published

1/6

https://kawarthanow.com/2020/08/20/ontario-government-makes-1-million-available-to-agricultural-societies-in-response-to-cancelled-fall-fairs/
https://kawarthanow.com/
https://kawarthanow.com/2020/08/20/ontario-government-makes-1-million-available-to-agricultural-societies-in-response-to-cancelled-fall-fairs/#
https://kawarthanow.com/weather-travel/
https://kawarthanow.com/2020/08/20/ontario-government-makes-1-million-available-to-agricultural-societies-in-response-to-cancelled-fall-fairs/#
https://kawarthanow.com/?s=
https://kawarthanow.com/
https://kawarthanow.com/category/news-community/
https://kawarthanow.com/category/news-community/
https://kawarthanow.com/author/kawarthanow/
https://kawarthanow.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/lindsay-ex-midway.jpg
https://kawarthanow.com/2020/08/20/support-local-musicians-by-watching-live-at-the-barn-premiering-august-21-on-youtube/
https://kawarthanow.com/2020/08/20/peterborough-chamber-announces-finalists-for-businesswoman-of-the-year-awards-and-business-excellence-awards/
https://kawarthanow.com/2020/08/20/how-to-prepare-your-property-for-both-droughts-and-floods/
https://kawarthanow.com/2020/08/20/ontario-government-makes-1-million-available-to-agricultural-societies-in-response-to-cancelled-fall-fairs/#
https://kawarthanow.com/2020/08/20/ontario-government-makes-1-million-available-to-agricultural-societies-in-response-to-cancelled-fall-fairs/#
https://kawarthanow.com/category/womens-business-network-peterborough-2019-20/
https://kawarthanow.com/2020/08/20/ontario-government-makes-1-million-available-to-agricultural-societies-in-response-to-cancelled-fall-fairs/
https://kawarthanow.com/2020/08/20/support-local-musicians-by-watching-live-at-the-barn-premiering-august-21-on-youtube/
https://kawarthanow.com/2020/08/20/peterborough-chamber-announces-finalists-for-businesswoman-of-the-year-awards-and-business-excellence-awards/
https://www.womensbusinessnetwork.net/
https://kawarthanow.com/2020/08/20/support-local-musicians-by-watching-live-at-the-barn-premiering-august-21-on-youtube/


The Lindsay Exhibition is one of more than 175 fall fairs and events in Ontario that were cancelled in
2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Ontario agricultural societies, including the Lindsay Agricultural
Society, will be able to apply for nearly $1 million in provincial funding to offset financial losses due to

the cancellation of fall fairs, exhibitions, and activities. (Photo: Lindsay Agricultural Society)

The Ontario government is making almost $1 million available to agricultural societies in
the province to help offset financial losses due to the cancellation of fall fairs, exhibitions,
and activities during the 2020 COVID-19 pandemic.

Agriculture, food and rural affairs minister Ernie Hardeman made the announcement on
Thursday (August 20) at the Lindsay fairgrounds, along with infrastructure minister and
Haliburton-Kawartha Lakes-Brock MPP Laurie Scott.

The Ontario Association of Agricultural Societies, which represents more than 200
agricultural societies across the province, has reported that over 175 fall fairs and events —
including the Lindsay Exhibition — have been cancelled this year due to the pandemic.

Advertisement - story continues below

“Our agricultural and horticultural organizations are part of the backbone of rural
Ontario,” Hardeman said. “We know that the decision to cancel their fairs and events was a
difficult but important one in order to do their part to stop the spread of COVID-19. We are
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providing this funding to help continue operations and relieve some of the burden they are
experiencing during this difficult time.”

For this year only, nearly $1 million will be made available to all qualifying agricultural and
horticultural societies to help ensure operations. In previous years, organizations could
only qualify for provincial funding if they operated fall fairs.

The province provides some funding to individual agricultural societies through grant
payments enabled through the Agricultural and Horticultural Organizations Act. Under the
Act, Regulation 16 sets out that in the year an agricultural society is paid a grant they must
hold an agricultural exhibition, such as a fall fair.

The COVID-19 restrictions have prevented the events that would help agricultural societies
to meet this criteria in 2020, with some societies at risk of closing their organizations
without government funding support.

“Our horticultural and agricultural societies have educated and entertained us on the
importance of agriculture for more than a century,” said Scott said. “This funding will help
support this important sector of Ontario’s economy as the province recovers from the
impacts of COVID-19.”
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Support local musicians by watching Live! At The Barn, premiering
August...

Paul Rellinger - August 20, 2020
Live performances by five Peterborough-area acts recorded at Andy and Linda Tough's
barn recording studio provide the opportunity to help out each band .
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