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and then, for a country always pros
pers under a queen. :

Francis had for many years lived ai
court as the recognized beir. and, as
the custom.was. called Lis disiantcaus-

thing of good I have always siriven
tor. I am so full of other faults that if
I have not that there is no good in

' me.” Her eyes and voice were full of

tears. and I knew in my heart that I

@& romis ~Oncoe.- —uUncie” Louls 10§ o3 pefore as pure a soul as ever

taro called Francis “Ce Gros Garcon,”
and Queen Mary called him “Aonsieur
mon beau fils,” in a mock motherly
manner that was very laughable. A
mother of eighteen to a “good boy™” of
twenty-two! Dangercous relationship!
And dangerous indeed it would bave
been for Mary had she not been as
pure and true as she was willful and
jmpetuous. ‘Mon beau fils” allowed
pneither his wife nor the respect Le
owed the king to stand In the way of
his very marked attention to the queen.
His position as heir and his long resi-
dence at court, almost as son (o Louis,
gave him ample opportunities for press-
ing his unseemly suit He was the
first to see Mary at the meeting place
this side of Abbevlille, and was the
king's representative on all OCCASIONS,

“Beau fils” was rather a handsome
fellow, but thought himself vastly
handsomer than he was, and had some
talents, which he was likewise careful
to estimate at thelr full value, to say
the least. He was very well liked by
women, and in turn considered himself
{rresistible. He was very impression-
able to feminine charms, was at heart
a libertine, and, as he grew older, be-
came a debauchee whose memory will
taint France for centuries to come.

Mary saw his weakness more clearly
than his wickedness, being blinded to
the latter by the veil of her own inno-
cence. She laughed at and with him,
and permitted berself a great deal of
his company—so much, in fact, that I
grew a little jealous for Brandon's
sake, and, if the truth must be told, for
the first time began to have doubts of
her. 1 seriously feared that when
I.ouils should die Brandon might find
a much more dangerous rival in the
new king, who, although married,
would probably try to keep Mary at
kis court even should he be driven to
the extreme of divorcing Claude as
(launde’s father had divorced Joan.

1 believed, in case Mary should vol-
untarily prove false and remain in
France either as the wife or the mis-
tress of Francis, that Brandon would
quietly but surely contrive some means

to take her life, and I hoped he would.
I spoke to my wife, Jane, about the
gueen's conduct, and she finally admit-
ted that she did not like it, so I, anable
{o remain silent any longer, determined

to put Mary on her guard, and for that

purpose spoke very freely to ber on the
subject.

“Oh, you goose!” she said laughingly.
“He is almost as great a fool as Hen-
ry.” Then the tears came fo her eyes,
and half angrily, half hysterically,
shaking me by the arm, she continued:
“Do you not know? Can you not see
that I would give this hand or my eyes,
almost my life, just to fall upon my
face in front of Charles Brandon at
this moment? Do you not know that
a woman with a love in her heart such
as I have for him is safe from every
one and everything; that it is her sheet
anchor, sure and fast? Have you not
wit enough to know that?”

“Yes, I have,” I responded, for the
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ecame from the hand of God.

“You are, your majesty; never |
]ﬂﬂuht." I answered. “It is pre-emi-

nently the one thing in womanhood to
which all mankind koeels.” And I fell
upon my knee and kissed ber hand
with a sense of reverence, faith and
trust that has never left me from that
day to this. As to my estimate of how

die, you will see that I was right.

to England, and immediately prepared
for our homeward journey.

As we left, Mary placed in my bands
a letter for Brandon, whose bulk was go
reassuring that I knew be had never
been out of her thoughts. I looked at
the letter a moment and said, in all
seriousness, “Your majesty, had I pot
better provide an extra box for it?

She gave a nervous little laugh, and
the tears filled ber eyes as she whisper-
ed huskily: “I faney there is one who
will not think it too large. Goodby,
goodby!” So we left Mary, fair, sweetl
girl queen, all alone among those ter-
rible strangers. Alone with one little
English maiden, seven Jyears of age,
Anne Boleyn.

CHAPTER XXI

LETTERS FROM A QUEEN.

PON our return to England 1
left Jane ‘down in Suffolk
with ber ancle, Lord Boling-
broke, having determined

never to permit her to come within
sight of King Henry again if I couid
prevent it. 1 then went up to London
with ihe twofold purpose of sceing
Brandon and resigning my place as
master of the dunce.

When I presented myself to the king
and to'd him of my marriage, be flew
into a great passion because we bad
not asked his consent. Ome of his
whims was that every one must ask
his permission to do anything—to eat
or sleep or say onc's prayers, especially
to marry, if the lady was of a degree
entitled to be a king's ward. Jane,
tortunately, had no estate, the king's
faTher vIing swoien It rrouwl Der woen
she was an infant; so all the king could
do about our marriage was 10 grumble,
which I let him do to his heart’'s con-
tent.

+] wish also to thank your majesty
for the thousand kindnesses you have
chown me,” I said, “and, although it
grieves me to the heart to separate
from ¥you, circumstances compel me to
tender my resignation as your master
of dance.” Upon this be was kind
enouch to express regret and ask me
to reconsider, but I stood My ground
firmly, and then and there ended my
official relations with Henry Tudor for-
ever.

Upon taking my leave of the king I
songht Brandon, whom I found com-
fortably ensconced in our old quarters,
he preferring them to much more pre-
tentious apartments offered him in an-
other part of the palace. The king had
given him some new furnishings for
' tliem, and, as 1 was to remain a few

Francis would act when Louis should |

Not long after this Lady Caskoden |
and 1 'were given permission to return .

which had been delayed, and Jane was

" to forward it to me when it should

come. When I told Brandon of it. I
dwelt with emphasis upon its bulk,
and he, of course, was delighted and
impatient to have it. I had put the
letter In the box, but there was some
thing else which Mary had seut to him
that I had carried with me. It was a

| sum of money sufficient to pay the debt

agalnst his father’s estate and, in ad-
dition, to buy some large tracts of land
adjoining. Brandon did not hesitate
to accept the money and seemed glad
that it had come from Mary, she, doubt-
less, being the only person from whom
he would have taken It

One of Brandon's sisters had” mar
ried a rich merchant at Ipswich, and
another was soon to marry a Scotch

" gentleman. The brother would prob-

ably never marry, so Brandon would
eventually have to take charge of the
estajes. In fact, he afterward lived
there many years, and, as Jane and I
had purchased a little estate mear by,
which had been generously added to
by Jane's uncle, we saw & great deal
of Lim. But I am getting ahead of my
story agaln.

The D'Angouleme complication trou-
bled me greatly, notwithstanding my

! faith In Mary, and altbough I bad re-

solved to say nothing to Brandon about
it, I soon told him plainly what I
thought and feared.

He replied with a low, contented lit-
tle laugh.

“Do not fear for ﬂar:r. I do not.
That young fellow is of different stufl,
I know, from the old king, but I have
all faith In her purity and ability to
take care of herself. Before she left
she promised to be true to me, what-
ever befell, and I tgust her entirely.
I am not so unhappy by any means as
one would expect. Am I? And I was
compelled to admit that be certainly
was not.

So it seems they bad met, as Jamne
and I suspected, but bow Mary manag-
ed it I am sure I cannot tell. She beat
the very deuce for having her own
way, by hook or by crook. Then came
the bulky letter, which Brandon pounc-
ed upon and eagerly devoured. 1 leave
out most of the sentimental passages,
which. like effervascent wine. lose fla-
vor qfiickly. ‘She sald, in part
To Master Brandon:

Sir and Dear Friend, Gruﬂn:—ﬂtlrt
leaving thee, long time had 1 that mighty |
grief and dole within my heart that It ¢

was like to break, for my separation from
thee was so much harder to bear even
than I had taken thought of, and I also
doubted me that I could live in Paris, as
I did wish. Sleep rested not upon my
weary eyes, and of a Very deed could 1
neither eat nor drink, since food distasted
me like a nausea and wine did strangle
ifn my throat. This lasted through my
journey hither, which I dld prolong upon
many pretexts nearly two months, but
when I 4id at last rest mine eéyes for the
first time upon this King Louis' face I
well knew that I could rule him, and
when I did arrive and had adjusted my-
self in this Paris I found It S0 easy that
mys heart leaped for Very joy. DBeauly
goeth so far wifh this indammable people
that easily do I rule them all, and truly
doth a servile subject make a sharp. capri-
cious tyrant. Thereby themisfortunewhich
hath come upon us is of so much less evil
and is so like to be of such short duration
that 1 am almost happy, but for lack of
thee, and sometimes think that after all
it may verily be a biessing unseen.

This new, unexpected face upon our
trouble hath so driven the old gnawing
ache out of my heart that 1 love to be
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from asking. At times could 1 hardly
wait till evening fell, and when upon oc-
casion thou didst not come I was 80 angry
I said I hated thee. What must thou have
thought of me, 8o forward and bold! And
that afternoon! Ah, I think of It every
hour, and see and hear it all and llve 1t
o'er and o'er, as it sweeler grows with
memory's ripening touch Some momentis
there are that send their glad cipple down
through life’'s stream to the verge of the
grave, and truly bilest is one who cab

smile upon and kiss these memory waved
and draw from *hence a bliss thal never
falls: but thov kmowest full well my heart,
and I need not tease thee with its out-
pourings.

There is yet ansther matter of which 1
wish to write in very earnestness. 8ir
Edwin spoke to me thereof, and what he
said hath given me serious thought. I
thank him for his words, of which he
will tell thee in full if thou but importune
him thereto. It is this: The dauphin,
Francis d'Angouleme, hath fallen des-
perately fond of me and is quite as im-
portunate and almost as foolish as the
elder lover. This people In this strange
land of France have, In sooth, some curi-
ous notions. For an example thereto, no
one thinks to find anything unseeming in
the dauphin's condoct by reason of his
having already a wife, and more, that
wife the Princess Claude, daughter to the
king. I laugh at him and lst him aay
what he will, for in truth I am powerless
to prevent it. Words cannot scar even a
rose leaf and will not harm me. Then, by
his help and example, I am justified in the
eves of the court in that I so treat the
king, which otherwise it were impoasible
for me to do and live here. Bo, however
much I may loathe them, yet I am driven
to tolerate his words, which I turn oft
with a laugh, making sure, thou mayest
know, that it come to nothing more than
words. And thus it is, however much 1
wish It not, that I do use him to help me
treat the king as I like, and do then use
the poor old king as my buckler
this duke's too great famillarity. But, my
friend, when the king comes to dle, then
shall I have my fears of this young
¥rancls 4'Angouleme. He is desperals
for me, and I know not to what length he
might go. The king cannot live long, AS
the thread of his life Is like rotten flax,
and when he dles thou must come with-
out delay, since I shall be in deadly peril
I have = messenger wailing at all hours
ready to send to thee upon a moment's
notice, and when he comes wasle not a
precious instant. It may mean all to thee
and me. 1 could write on and on forever,
but it would be only to tell thee o'er and
o'er that my heart is full of thee to over-
flowing. I thank thee that thou hast
neaver doubted me, and will see that thou
hast hereafter only good cause for better
faith, MARY, Regina.

“Regina'™ That was all. Only a
queen! Surely no oune couid charge
Brandon with possessing too modest

tastes.
It was, I think, during the second

week in December that 1 gave this let-
ter to Brandon, and about a fortnight

later #here came to him n messenger
from Paris. bringine wsuntber from

Master Charles Erandon:

Sir and Dear Friend, Greeting--1 have
but time to write that the king is so il he
cannot bizt dle ere morning. Thou know-
est that which I last wrote to thee, and in
gddition thereto I would say that al-
though I have, as thou likewise knowest,
my brother's permission o MArTy whom
I wish, vet as 1 have his one consent It Is
gafer that we act upon that rather than
be so scrupulous as to ask for another.
S0 it were better that thou take me to
wife upon the old one rather than risk
the necessity of having to do it without
any. 1 say no more, but come with all

the speed thou knowest MARY.

It is needless to say that Brandon
started in bhaste for Paris. He lefl
court for the ostensible purpose of
paying me a visit, and came to Ipswich,
whence we sailed.

The ¥rench king was dead before
Mary's message reached London, and

Shes mEwees we e w—— t when we arrived at Paris Francis 1.

17.
king's presence, ligh

* xyas removed, the young king opened

Lis attack upon Mary in dreadful ear
nest. He :

offerdd to confirm Henry in all his
Freuch possessions and to relinguish

all clalms of his own thereto—all as the

price of one eighteen-year-old girl. Do |
you wonder she had an exalted estl- |

mate of her own value?

As to Henry, it of course need not be ;
gaid that half the price offered would |

have bought him to hrask an aath
mwade ;upol the true cross ltseir The

promise be had made to Mary, broken |
{n intent before it was given, stood ne1 |
for an instant in t*= way of the French !

king's wishes, ~d Henry, with a
promptitude begolten of greed, was as
hasty in sending an embassy o accept
the offer as Francis had been to make

it. It mattered not to him what new '
torture he put upon his sister. The |
price, 1 believe, was sufficient to have ;
induced him to cut off her head with 1

his own bands.

If Francis and Henry were quick in
their movements, Mary was quicker. |
Her plan was mude in the twinkling |
of an eye. Immediately upon seelng !

me at the palace she sent for Queen
Claode, with whom sbhe bad become
fast friends, and told her all she knew.

She did not know of the scheme for the

Savoy marriange, though Queen Claunde
did and fully explained it to Mary.

Naturally enough, Clande would be .

glad to get Mary as far away from
France and her husband as possible,
and was only too willing to lend a
helping hand to our purpose, or Mary's,
rather, for she was the leader.

We quickly agreed among ourselves
that Mary and Queen Claude should
within an hour go out in Claude's new
coach for the ostensible purpose of
hearing mass. Brandon and I were to
go to the same little chapel in which
Jane and I had been married, where
Mary said the little priest could admin-

ister the sacrament of marriage and |

perform the ceremony as well as if be
were thrice as large.

1 hurriedly found Brandon and re
palred to the little chapel, where we
waited for a very long time, we thought.
At last the two queens entered as If to
make their devotions. As soon as
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SILVERWARE
We havequantities of beauti-
ful, useful articles in both
sterling and long wearing plate.

old filled,
cickel mees  for
Men, Boys. Al guar

FINE CHINA JEWE

Art and beauty in every bit
of China we have. Odd, quaint
pieces mnot to be found in or-
dinary stoecks,

ASK TO St

BRITTON

Upticians

PASCOE BROS,

CENERAL MERCHANTS, OAKW00OD.
Ten Departments always kept well
Goods suitable for Christmas gifts to De

seen in any department of the store.

Crockery, Fancy Lampe
Bible and Hymn b
Presbyterian Hymn Books, Cals

| -uTTEI; RI'E"

Fancy Glassware. o

Picture Booke, Bibles,
Methodist and
Cards, etc.

Men's Neckwear — Ncck Scarfs, Puffs, K=t
makes a mnice gift.

Furs—We are still selling Furs; give us &
buy elrewhere.

Grocery Department is well filled with
at rock bottom prices.

Tailoring Department— Bargains io Men's
coats, Trousers, etc., fit gusaranteed.

Ready-made Clothing
Suits and Short Overcoats at

LB, [hen U‘fl L

| before YO

" F W *T"E'“ ﬂpﬁ

-
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— Men's and Bf}u i eoters, [l

reduced pricee.

gs and poulisy

Highest Market Prices Paid for Butter, Eg
TERMS--Cash or Trade.

Wednesday and Friday ev g ®
M+H+H+++*+++

[T TLE

.  o'clods
Early Glﬂling—ﬂan&lr, y'e
O

H. J.
Has a large and well assc

HEAVY
LS AND B

RRY COMB
LISES

NED AND FUR
D WOOL
UNLINED

L4444 4

e —

HARNESS
LANKETS
S AND bi

LIGHT AND
ROEES,
WHIPS, CU
TRUNKS A
RUBBER LI
RUBBER AN
LINED and

Bridge Collar Tops for so
Horse Ties to pre

feet over the shank. 2
REPAIRING NEATLY AND P

Formerly The Rudd Harness Com

BEL

ND VA COA

MITTS and
n horse®

= _ _rﬁ_i_..—-—""“
ouprLY PO*

re necks O
hors€
Safety Fens

$1.75, SV
HITE QUILI
$1.75, &2
MITLOW CAS
35¢.
BHEETS,

NAPKINS

e
¥
1>, &l

PRESSER =
$1.25
DUSHIOM>

§1.40. Sl

CUSHION

—
Fjs L

ROLLER =i

40c, SUc

MLL]‘:i{ =MAL

G0, Toc, £

PANCY TURK

85c, bk,

PLAIN TURKIL
BATH MAT=, «

35¢c, Sue,

MEN'S BLACK

$9.00, $10.

MEN'E STRIPL

Rl B0V

s

EE?\I.E .!J{.'?"‘I‘

MEN'S W
$12.0
MEN'S SEKG!

ge.0o, =
w PWE]
$1.0C, =
BCYS' 2 PI1ECH
$5.50, &
XOUTHS' TV
$5.50, &0
BOYS' NORF
$3.50, &4
YOUTHS' O\
$5.00,
BOYE OVER(
L P§5.00.




