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and “thought it would do.” We boped
#o0, but were full of doubts.

This §s all tame enough to write and
read about, but I can tell you it was
sufficiently exciting at the time. Three
of us at least were playing with that
somical fellow, Death. and he gave the
game interest and poiat to our hearts’
content.

As to the elopement, it was deter-
mined that Brandon should leave Lou-
don the following day for Bristol and
make all arrangements along the line.
He would carry with him two bundles,
his own and Mary's clothing, and leave
ghem to be taken up when they should
go a-shipboard. Eight horses would
be procured, four to be left as a relay
at an inn between Berkeley castle and
Bristo! and four to be kept at the ren-
dezvous some two leagues the other
gide of Berkeley for the use of Bran-
Bon, Mary and the two men from Bris-
fol who were to act as an escort on the
eventful night. There was one dis-
agreeable little feature that we could
not provide against nor entirely elim-
inate. It was the fact that Jane and
I should be suspected as accomplices
before the fact of Mary's elopement,
and, as you know, to assist in the ab-
duction of a princess is treason. for
which there is but one remedy. I
thought I had a phntuieepumlm
safe if I could only stifie for the once
Jane’s troublesome and vigorous tend-
ency to preach the truth to all people
spon all subjects and at all times and

She promised fo tell the story

into her, but I knew the

would seep out in a thousand
could no more hold it than

bhold water. We were play-

ing for great stakes, which, if I do say
the bravest hearts, bold

thivalry, would think of trying for—

royal of the world. Think of it! It
appalls me even now. Discovery meant
death to one of us surely, Brandon;
possibly to two others, Jane and me,
certainly if Jane's truthfulness should
become unmanageable, as it was apt
to do.

After we had settled everything we

could think of the giris took their leave, '

Mary slyly kissing Brandon at the
door. 1 tried to induce Jane to follow
her lady’s example, but she was as
cool and distant as the new moon.

The next day Brandon paid his re-
spects to the king and queen, made his
adieus to his friends and rode off alone
to Bristol. You may be sure the king
showed no signs of undue grief at his
departure.

CHAPTER XVL
A HAWKING PARTY.
FEW days after Brandon's
departure, Mary, with the
king’s consent, organized a
small party to go over to
Windsor for a few weeks doring the
warm weather.

There were ten or twelve of us, in-
cluding two chaperons, the old Earl of

ertford and the dowager Duchess of

t. Henry might as well bave sent
along a pair of spaniels to act as chap-
erons—it would bhave taken an army
to guard Mary alone—and to tell you
the truth our old chaperons needed
watching more than any of us. It was
scandalous. Each of them had a touch
of gout, and when they made wry
faces it was a standing inquiry among
us whetber they were leering at each
other or felt a twinge—whether it was
thelr feet or their hearts that troubled
them.

Mary led them a pretty life at all
times, even at home In the palace, and
I know they would ratber have gone
off with a pack of imps than with us.

The Inducefient was that it gave them

better opportunities to be together, an
arrangement connived at by the queen,
1 think, and they were satisfied. The
ear! bad a wife, but be fancied the old
@owager and sbe fancied bim, and
probably the wife fancied somebody
else, 50 they were all happy. It great-
ly amused the young people, you may
be sure, and Mary said, probably with-
out telling the exact truth, that every
night she prayed God to pity and for-
give their ugliness. One day the prin-
cess sald she was becoming alarmed.
Their ugliness was so intense she fear-
ed it might be contagious and spread.
Then, with a most comical seriousness,
she added:

“Mon Dieu, Sir Edwin, what if I
should catch it? Master Charles would

pot take me.”

“No danger of that, my lady. He s
too devoted toesee anything but beauty
in you, no matter how much you might
mu.".

“Do you really think so? He says

so little about it that sometimes I al-
most doubt.”
" Therein she spoke the secretl of Bran-
don's success with her, at least in the.
beginning, for there is wonderful po-
tency in the stimulus of a bealthy lit-
tle doubt.

We bad a delighttnt canter over- to
Windsor, I riding with Mary most of
the way. I was not averse to this ar-
rangement, as I not only relisbed Ma-
ry’s mirth and joyousness, which were

-
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of jealousy, perchmtuturulhlhu

sentiments toward me.

Mary talked and laughed
for her soul was a foun
ness that bubbled up the
gure was removed. She spoke of
but our last trip over this same
and, as we passed objects on the w
told me of what Brandon bhad said a
this place and that. She laughed
dimpled exquisitely in relating bow
gshe had deliberately made opportuni-
ties for him to Aatter her until at Jast
he smiled in ber face and told ber she

was the most beauntiful creature liv-

ing, but that, after all, “beauty was as
i mut’ mn .

“That made me angry,” said she. “I
pouted for awhile and two or three

times ‘H‘l:l on_the point of dismiulnl

Bim plainly wherein I did so much
amiss, Then what do you think the
tmpudent fellow said?”

“I cannot guess.”

“He gaid, ‘Oh, there is so much it
would take a lifetime to tell it)

“This made me furious, but I counld
not answer, and a moment later he
said, ‘Nevertheless I should be only
too glad to undertake the task.’

“The thought never occurred to el-
ther of us then that he would.be taken
at his word. Bold? I should think be

was!

he said to me that day. He said any-

thing he wished, and it scemed that I !

could neither stop bhim por retaliate.
Half the time I-was angry and half
the time amused, but by the time we
reached Windsor there never was a
gir]l more hopeleasly and desperately in
Jlove than Mary Tudor.” And she
Jaughed as if it were a huge joke on
Mary.

She continved: “That day settled
matters with me for all time. I don’t
know how he did it. Yes, I do.” And
she launched forth into an account of

' Brandon's perfectiens, which I found

Inmewhltdnll,udlumldm

We remained a day or two at Wind-
lnrlndﬂ:en, over the objections of our
thpm-, moved on to Berkeley cas-

"tle, where Margaret of Scotland was

lpendjntthelﬂm
We had another beautiful ride up

the dear old Thames to Berkeley, but
Mary bad grown serious and saw none
of it.

On the afternoon of the appointed -

day the princess suggested a hawking
party, and we set out in the direction
of the rendexvous. Our party consist-
ed of myself, three other gentlemen
and three ladies besides Mary. Jane
@id pot go. I was afraid to trust her.
Bhe wept and with difficolty forced
herself to say something about a bhead-
ache, but the rest of the inmates of
the castle of course had no thought
that possibly they were taking their
last look upon Mary Tudor.

Think who this girl was we were
running away with! What reckless
fools we were not to have seen the ut-
ter hopelessness, certain failure and
deadly peril of our act; treason black
as Plotonian midnight. But Providence
seems to have an especial care for fools,
while wise men are left to care for
themselves, and it does look as If safe-
ty lies in folly.

- We rode on and on, and although 1 .

took two occasions in the presence of
others to urge Mary to return, owing
to the approach of mnight and threat-
ened rein, she took her own bead, as
everybody knew she always would,
and continued the hunt.

Just before dark, as we neared the
rendezvous, Mary and I managed to
ride ahead of the party quite a dis-
tance. At last we saw a heron rise,
and the princess uncapped ber bawk.

“This is my chance,” she said. “I
will run away from you now and lose
myself. Eeep them off my track for five
minutes, and I shall be safe. Goodby,
Edwin. You and Jane are the only
persons I regret to leave. I love you
as my brother and sister. When we
are settled in New Spain, we will have
you both come to us. Now, Edwin, I
thall tell you something: Don't let Jane
gut you off any longer. She loves you.
She told me so. There! Goodby, my
friend. Klss her a thousand times for
me.” And she flew her bird and gal-
loped after it at headlong speed.

Soon the princess was out of sight,
and I waited for the others to overtake

She flew her bird and galloped after i
me. When they came up, T was greet-

“ed in chorus, “Where is the princess?”

I said she had gone off with her bawk
and bad left me to bring them after
ber. I held them talking while I could,
and when we started to follow took up
the wrong scent. A short ride made

this apparent, when I came in for my .

full share of abuse and ridicule, for I
bad led them against their judgment.
[ was credited with being a blockbead.
when, in fact, they were the dupes.
We rode hurriedly baeck to the nalnt

I never saw anfthing like it! 1!

have not told you a tenth part of what |
' pessible, pescue her.
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The fact that I had been out the en-
tire night before, togetber with the
repute in which I was beld for

part in this bootless errand, so again I
profited by the small esteem in which
I was heid. I say I profited, for 1
stayed at the castle with Jane, hoping
to find my opportunity in tbe absence

" of evervhody else. All the ladies but

Jane had ridden out, and the knights
who had been with me scouring the
forest were sleeping, since they hiad not
my incentive to remaln awake. They
had no message to deliver, no duty to
perform for an sabsent friend. A thon-
sand! Only think eof it! 1 wished it
had been a million, and so faithful was

I to my trust that [ swore in my soul
I would deliver them, every one.

And Jane loved me! No more walk-
ing on the hard, prosaic earth now.
From this time forth I would fiy; that
was the only sensible method of loco-
motion. Mary bad said, “She told me
80.” Could it really be true? Youo
will at once see what an advantage
this bit of information was to me.

I boped that Jane would wish fo see
me to talk over Mary's escape; so I
sent word to ber that I was walting,
and she gquickly enough recovered ber
hedlth and came down. 1 suggested
that we walk out to a secloded little
summer house by the river, and Jane
was willing. Ab, my opportunity was
here at last!

Jape's whole attitude toward me was
changed, and she seemed to cling to
me in a shy, unconscious manner, that
was sweet beyond the naming, as the
one solace for all ber grief.

"After I bad answered all bher ques-
tions and bad told ber over and over
again every detail of Mary's flight and
bad assured her that the princess was
at that hour breasting the waves with
Brandon ¢n thelr highroad to paradise,
[ thought it time to start myself In
the same direction ‘and to say a word
in my own behalf. So 1 spoke very
freely and told Jane what 1 felt and
what I wanted.

“Obh, Sir Edwin,” she responded,
“let us not think of anything but my
mistress. Think of the trouble she is
In.l'l

“No, po, Jane. Lady Mary is out of
ber trouble by now and is as happy as
a lark, you may be sure. Has she not
won everything ber heart longed for?
Then let us make our own paradise,
since we have belped them make theirs.
You bave it, Jane, just within your
lips. Speak the word, and it will
change everything, if you love me, and
I know you do.”

Jane's head was bowed, and she re-
mained silent.

Then I told ber of Lady Mary's mes-
sage and ; ‘if she wounld not
speak in wo what I so longed fo
bear, she would at least tell it by al
lowing me to deliver only one little
thousandth part of the message Mary
had sent, but she drew away and said
she would return ta the castle if 1
continved to behave in that manner. 1
begged bard and tried to argue the
point, but logic seems to lose its force
In such a sitoation, and all I sald
avalled nothing. Jane was obdurate
snd was for golng back at once. Her
nersistence was beginning to look like
pbstinacy, and I soon grew so angry
that I asked no permission, but dellv-
tred Mary's message, or a good part of
it at least, whether she would or: no,
ind then sat back and asked ber what
she was going to do about it.

Poor little Jane thought she was un-
fone for life. She sat there half pout-
ing, balf weeping, and sald she could
fo nothing about it; that she was alone
npow, and if 1, ber only friend, would
treat her that way she did not know
where to look.

“Where to look?’ I demanded. “Look
bere, Jane; here. You might as well
onderstand first as last that I will not
be trifled with longer, and that I intend
to continue treating you that way as
long as we both live. I bave deter-
mined not to permit you to bebave as
you bave for so long, for I know you
love me. You have half fold me s¢ &
dozen times, and even your half words
are whole truths. There is not a frac-
tion of'a lie in you. Besides, Mary told
me that you told her so.”

“She did not tell you that?”

“Yes, upon my knightly bonor.” Of
course there was but one answer to
this—tears. I then brought the battle
to close quarters at once, and, with mv
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qummltnrwlﬂllt.
"Dlllmnﬂhllhrﬂ! I know you
will speak pothing but the truth. Did
you not tell ber? Answer me, Jane."
The fair head nodded as she whispered
between the hands that covered her
face:

“Yes. I—-I1—4-did,” and I—well, 1 de-
livered the rest of Mary's message,
;.ndthnt.tw,wlﬁnﬂtlmm
ane. -
Truthfulness is a pretty good thing,
after all.

"So Jane was Fonquered at last, and I

beaved a sigh as the battle ended, for

it had been a long, hard struggle.
I asked Jane when we should be mar-
ried, but she said
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we left the castle, Mary wore
r her riding habit a suit of man's
and as we rode along she would
ber shoulders and laugh as if It
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Brandon the only change neces-
to a man of her was to
riding habit and pull on
boots and slouch hat, both of
Brandon bad with Lim.
wasted ao time, you may be
were soon under way. In a
utes they picked up the two
who were to accompany
when night had
and took

:
:

i
*8
g

fiigt

4

Soon the rain began to fall in a soak-
ing drizzle; then the lamps of twilight
went out, and even the shadows of the
night were lost among themselves in
blinding darkness. It was one of those
black mnights fit for witch traveling,
and no doubt every witch In England
was out brewing mischief. The horse’s
hoofs sucked and splashed In the mud
with a sound that Mary thought might
be heard at Land's End, and the hoot
of an owl, now and then disturbed by a
witch, would strike upon ber ear with

ever seen or dreamed of before.
Brandon wore our cushion, the great
cloak, and bad provided a like one of
sultable ns for the princess.
This came in good play, as her fine gen-
tleman's attire would be but poor stuff
to turn the water. The wind, which
bad arisen with just enough force to
set up a dismal wall,"gave the rain a
borizontal slant and drove it in at every
opening. The flaps of the comfortable
great cloak blew back from Mary's
knees, and she felt many a chilling
drop through ber fine new silk trunks
that made bher wish for buckram In
thelr place. Boon the water began to
trickle down her legs and find lodg-

from every blast.
and water would fly up iuto her face—
siriking usually in the eyes or mouth—
again her borse would stum-
throw her over his head
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frightened.

Is it any wonder Mary's gallant but

womanly spirit sank Jow in the face
of all those borrors? She held out

a thought of turning back, you may
judn of the character of this girl and

ber motive.
They traveled on, galloping when

they could, trotting when they could
gallop, and walking when they
ust, and about midnight arrived at
the inn where the relay of borses was

cleanness was mtthlultnt

trials that bard night. She had

tasted food since noon ndf t
keen hunger natural teo
hulthmchuherllrturt'tlrl

of fasting and eight bours of riding.
Her appetite soon overcame ber repug-
pance, and she ate with a zest that
was new to her the humblest fare that
had ever passed her lips. One often
misses the zest of life’'s joys by baving
too much of them. One must want a
thing before it can be appreciated.

A hard ride of five hours brought our
travelers to Bath, which place they
rode around just as the sun began to

| gild the tile roofs and steeples, and an-

otber bour brought them to Bristol.
The ship was to sail at sunrise, but
as the wind had died out with the

Shs ate with a sest the humble fare,

night there was no danger of its sail-
Ing without them. Soon the gates
opened, and the party rode to the Bow
and String, where Brandon bad left
their chests. The men were then pald
off: quick sale was made of the horses;
breakfast was served, and they started
for the wharf, with their chests follow-
ing In the hands of four port™=

A boat soon took them aboard the
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SPECIAL redscliong oq

PIANOS,
ORCANS
— and —

SEWING MACHINgS

From NOW until Janvary |
1904. Intending prrehagen

invited to all ang ;
gncw:h.

J J. WETHERUP

Box 415, Lindsay, Cor. Sussex and Peel-Sts,
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GOOD PUMER

The day of ir.n pipes and cast iron cylinders is past, g

public know from «xpcrience what you want when you buy 2 F‘W
is galvanized iron , iv~, brass cylinder and steel rods, which 4

rot or taint the waler,

We are making a large bore brass cylinder and steel rod pumy

which will outwear iud throw more water than any pump et
market.

Our practical man, Mr. J. Denms, looks after all orders g

repairs, and we c.n guarantec satisfaction.

Mail orders r.c.ive prompt attention.

SYLVESTER M'FG CO.

LINDSAY
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OPTICAL INFORMATION

The most valuable ideas in the construction of

Spectacles are but a few years old
The most valuable methods and instruments of

the present day, for the examination and correct diag-
nosis of visual imperfections have been given o us

within n short Penod
ment is kept thoroughly wp

to date, Oommlt us 1? your eyes trouble you.
EXAMINATION FREE.

BBI TTON BROS.

Feot of Kent-st., Lindeay

ieatnmthe shank.

PASCOE BROS.

GENERAL MERCHANTS, BAKWO0OD.

& well se’ected atock from which to make » cho’ee.
guarsateed. Now is the lime o eave your
‘lﬂlhﬂﬂ:ﬂh.ﬂh.ﬂl:phﬂnﬂ the ocld weatber.

DRY GOODS

-five pew pﬂﬂlj-l to hand, no two alike

ress Linings ané

Zebilines, Serge, Cheviota, &c.
oo band.

FURS

Ordess taken for Furs of all kinde, selecting perscnslly sod tha flf:::
in plessing customers, G‘lﬂﬂlli:{llr-#
e are

im this line ; goods returned if not satisfactory.
margine.

. B, Saits,
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Fowl of all tind either alive or dressed at the
Highest Market Prices—Butter and Eggs wanted.

TERMS--Cash or Trade.
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PA SCOE BROS

Early Olosing—Monday, Wednesday and Friday ev £
ﬂ'l'm
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Has a large and well assorted stock of

LIGHT AND HEAVY HARNESS
ROBES. BELLS AND BLANKETS
WHIPS, CURRY COMBS AND BRU
TRUNKS AND VALISES
RUBBER LINED AND FUR COATS
RUBBER AND WOOL RUGS
LINED and UNLINED MITTS an

Collar T
d“Hnne T:E: to prevent horses get

__.——’—-'—/.

Ten Departments..always kept well assorted
§ TAILORING

iings, Pantings in Fall and Winter weights, made ..;
:
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USHES

REEPAIRING NEATLY AND PROMPILY DONE __—

. Formerly The-Rudd Harness ComP®®
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