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* *Swilt'™ He sald, as bhe threw down
the second corpse. “Shut the door. I
"canght sight of horsemen riding
through the trees. they saw
pothing.™

' So they locked the massive door
and barred it and with beating hearts
iwaited in the dark, expecting every
‘moment to hear soldiers battering at
its timbers. But no sound came; the
' searchers, if such they were, had pass-
!ed on to seek elsewhere.

Now while Wuolf made shift to fas-
ten up the horses near the mouth of
fthe cave, Godwin gathered stones as
El:trge as he could lift, and piled them
: up against the door, till they knew that
| it would take many men an hour or
more to break through.

Nay,

and set fast in the Hving rock.

_— |
CHAPTER XV.

hae - S

waiting the brethren had ever known,
lor were To EnOw, amnoougn at ITst
they did not feel it so long and heavy.
Water trickled from the walls of this

mve, and Wulf, who was parched with
hﬁrﬂt, gathered it in his hands and

fank till he was satisfied. Then he .

'gitmnumnhiaheadtamul itg
wing; and Godwin bathed such of

brother’s hurts and bruises as
‘8ld be come at, for he did not dare :

remove the hauberk, and so gave
& comfort.
ﬂ"hen this-was done, and he had
ed to the saddles and trappings
the horses, Wulf told of all that
passed between him and Lozelle
the bridge. How at the first onset

& spear had caught in the links of
torn away the head-piece ef his
who, ir the had not burst,
d have been hurled to death,

that of Lozelle struck his buck-
# fair and shattered on it, rending

fom his arm. How they pushed past
{#ch other, and for a moment the fore
foofs of Smoke hung over the abyss,
W that he thought he was surely sped:
at the next course Lozelle’s spear
Rised . beneath his arm, while his,
g full upon Sir Hugh’s breast,
ought down the black horse and his
{tder agq though a thunderbolt had
imitten them, and how Smoke, that
“ud not check its rfurious pace,
(49t over them, as a horse leaps a-
1!’“5315’: How he would not ride down
flezelle, but dismounted to finish the
1y in knightly fashion, and, being
» , received the full weight of
i% great sword upon his mail, so that
% staggered back and would have
{h&n bad he not struck against the

e told of the blows that fol
of his last that wounded
earing through his mail and
as an ox is felled by the
How also, when he sprang
, this mighty and brutal
prayed for mercy, prayed it
name of Christ and of their own
whom as a child he knew in
: How he could not slaughter
being helpless, but turned away,
that he left him to be dealt
Alje-bal, where upon this
13 dog sprang up and strove to
® him, He told also of their last
Struggle, and how, shaken as
~ by the blow upon his back, al-
the point of the dagger had

his mail, he strove with
man to man: till at length
0, great strenzth, and the
bad in wrestling, learnt in
¥illage bout at home, enabled
Jrevail, and. while they hung
' o0 the perilous edge of the
his right band, draw his
make an end.

mldde& Wulf, “pever ghall I
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Twenty degreesdiffereace inthe tempersture of an oven is suflicient to make
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~he heat in the oven of 2 range not fitted with a theTmometer, or wosse,
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rhermometer Etted in ovendoor of * Pandora™ rangs has been a proven
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- pandora ** range is handsome, economical on fuel and a perfect baker.
Sold oy all enterprising dealers, Beoklst free.
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ther,” fie &dded, placing ms afil SDOUT
Wulf's neck, “I am glad it fell to you
to fight him, for lththa Mthm:ﬂn :w'm:lrmt
might overcame, where 1, who

so strong, should hgve ed. Further,
I think you did well to show mercy, as
a knight should; that thereby
you have gained great honor, and that
if his spirit can see through the dark-
negs, our dead uncle is proud of you
now, as I am, my brother.”

“] thank you,” replied Wulf simply;
“but, in this hour of torment, who can
think of such things as honor gained
or lost?”

Then, lest he should grow stiff, who

For this door was banded with iron

E
Then clinie the' weatlant I'ime. . ol Ao IR, e I

was sorely bruised .Jbeneath his mail
they began to walk up and down the
cave from where the horses stood to
where the two dead Assassins lay by
the door, the faint light gleaming up-
on their stern, dark features. Ill com-
pany they seemed in that silent, lone-
ly place.

The time crept on; the jnoon sank
towards the mountains,

“What if they do not come?” asked
WualL

“Let us wait to think of it till dawn,”
answered Godwin.

Again they walked the length of the
cave and back.

“How can they come, the door be-
ing barred?” asked Wulf.

“How did Masouda come and go?”
answered Godwin. “Ob, question me
no more; if is in the hand of God.”

“Look,” said Wulf, in a whisper.
| “Who stand yonder at the end of the
cave—there by the dead men?”

“Their spirits, perchance,” answer-

leaning forward. Then he looked, and
true enough there stood two figures
faintly outlined in the gloom. They
glided towards them, and now the
level moonlight shone upon their
white robes and gleamed in the gems
they wore.

“] cannot see them,"” said a volce
“Oh, those dead soldiers—what do
they portend?

“At least yonder stand their hor-
ges,” answered another voice,

| Now the brethren guessed the truth,
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and, lils* men in a dream,6 stepped for-
ward from the shadow of the wall

; “Rosamund!” they said.

“Oh Godwin! oh Wulf!™ she cried
in answer. “Oh, Jesu, I thank Thee, I

thank Thee—Thee, and this brave:

woman'!” and, casting her arms about

Masouda, she kissed her on the face.
Masouda pushed her back, and said,

in a voice that was almost hargh:
“It is not fitting, Princess,-that vour

pure lips should touch the cheek of |

a woman of the Assassgins™

But Rosamund would not re repul
sed.

“It is most fittinz,” she sobbed,
“that I should give you thanks who
but for you must also have become
‘a woman of the Assassins,'’ or an in-

! habitant of the House of Death.”

Then Masouda kissed her back and,
thrusting her away into the arms of
Whulf, said roughly:

“So, pilgrims Peter and John, your
patron saints have brought vyou
through so far; and, John you fight
right well. Nay, do not stop for our
story, if yon wish us to live to tell it
‘What! You bhave the soldiers’ horses
with your own? Well done! I did not
credit you with so much wit. Now, Sir
Wulf, can you walk? Yes; so much
the better; it will save you a rough
ride, for this place is steep, though not
so steep as one vou know of. Now set
the princess upon Flame, for no cat
is surer-footed than that horse, as you
may remember, Peter. I who know the
path will lead it. John, take you the
other two; Peter, do you follow last
of all with Smoke, and, if they hang
back, prick them with vour sword.
Come, Flame, be not afraid, Flame.
Where I go, you can come,” and Ma-
souda thrust her way through the
bushes and over the edge of the cliff,
talking to the snorting horse and pat-
ting its neck

A minute more, and they were
scrambling down a mountain ridgze so
steep that it seemed as though they
must fall and be dashed to pieces at
the bottom. Yet they fell not, for, made
as it had been to meet such hours of
need, this road was safer than it ap-
peared, with ridges cut in the rock
at the worst places,

Down they went, and down, till at
length, panting, but safe, they stood
at the bottom of the darksome gulf
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Ayer’s Hair Vigor makes the hair

where only the starlight shone, for
here the rays of the low moon could
not reach.

“Mount,” said Masouda. “Princess,
stay you on Flame; he is the surest
and the swiftest. Sir Wulf, keep your

fnavish fashion,” an- | own horse Smoke; your brother and
. bro- | I will ride those ~2 the saldiers
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because it is a hair-food. Feed the hair-
bulbs, and the hair grows. That’s
nature’s way, and that is all there is to

Hml and healthy hair stays in, keeps
% thing. Th

soft and smooth, and grows thick
. A little of it

There’s genuine comfortin a handsome head of hair!
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by,” answered Masouda, *

we must take the risk, for to go for-
ward would be madness. Sit down and
rest a while, and let the horses drink
a little and eat a mouthful of grass,
holding their reins in our hands, mrl
we and they may need all our strength
before to-morrow's sun is set. Sir

Waulf, say, are you much hurt?”
“But very little,” he answered in a

cheerful voice; “a few bruises henﬂl-t_h
my mail—that is all, for Imllunl
sword was heavy, Tell us, I pray you,
what happened after we rode away
from the castle bridge.”

“This, knights. The princess here,
being overcome, was escorted by the
slaves back to her chambers, but
Sinan bade me shay with him awhile
that he might speak to you through
me. Do you know what was In his
mind? To have you killed at once,
both of you, whom Lozelle had told
him were this lady's lovers, and not
her brothers. Only he feared that
there might be trouble with the people,
who were pleased with the fighting,
go held his hand. Then he bade you
to the supper, whence you would not
have returned; but when Sir Wulf
sald he was hurt, I whispered to him
that what he wished to do could best
ba done on the morrow .at the wed-
damng-feast when he was In Dis OowWn
halls, surrounded by his guards.

“'‘Ay,’ he answered, ‘these brethren
shall fight with them until they are
driven into the gulf, It will be a good-
ly sight for me and my queen to see.” ™

“Oh! horrible, horrible!" said Rosa-
mund; while.Godwin muttered:

“] swear that I would have fought,
not with his guards, but with Sinan
only.”

“So he suffered you to go, and I left
him also. Before I went he spoke to
me, bidding me bring the princess to
him privately within two hours after
we had supped, as he wished to speak

to her about the ceremony of her mar- F

riage on the morrow, and to make
her girts. 1 answered aloud that his
commands should be obeyed, and hur-
ried to the guest-castle. There I found

your lady recovered from her faint- |

ness, but mad with fear, and forced
her to eat and drink.
“The rest is short. Before the two

hours were gone & messenger came,
saying that the Al-je-bal bade me do
what bhe had commanded.

“‘Return,” I answered; ‘the princess
adorns herself. We follow presently
alone, as it is commanded.’

“Then I threw this cloak about her
and bade her be brave, and, if we fail-
ed, to choose whether she would take
Binan or death for lord. Next, I took
the ring you had, the Signet of the
dead Al-je-bal, who gave it to your
kinsman, and held it before the slaves,
who bowed and let me pass. We came
to the guards, and to them again I
showed the ring They bowed also,
but when they saw that we turned
down the passage to the left and not
to the right, as we should have done
to come to the doors of the inner
palace, they would have stopped us.

“‘Acknowledge the Signet’ I an-
swered. ‘Dogs, what 18 it to you which
road the Signet takes? Then they also
let us pass,

“Now, foll the ,  we
were out of the guest-house and in
the gardens, and I led her to what

| is called the prison tower, whence

runs the secret way. Here were more
guards whom I bade open in the name
of Sinan. They said: “We obey not.

This place is shut save to the Blgnetl

itself.’

“‘Behold it!" I answered. The officer
looked and said: ‘It is the very Sig-
net, sure enough, and there is nul
other.” Yet he paused, studying the

black stone veined with the red dag-
ger and the ancient writing on it

“iAre you, then, weary of life? I
asked. ‘Fool, the Alje-bal himself
would keep & tryst within this house,
which he enters secretly from the
palace. Woe to you if he does not find
his ladv there!’

““It is the Siznet that h» must have
sent, sure enough,’ the captain said
again, ‘to disobey which is death’
“Yes, open, open,” whispered his com-
panions.

“So they opened, thouzh doubtfully,
and we entered, and I barred the door
behind us. Then, to be short, .thr#ﬂshl
the" QATENESS Qr the WOWer Dademesr,
guiding ourselves by the wall, we
crept to the entrance of that way of
which I know the secret. Ay, and along
all its length and through the rock
door of escape at the end of which I
set so that none can turm it, save
skilled masons with their tools, and
into the cave where we found you. It
was no great matter, having the Sig-
net, although without the Signet it
had not been possible to-night, when
every gate is guarded.”

“No great matter!” wzasped Rosa-
mund. “Oh, Godwin and Wulf! if you |
could know how she thought or and
made ready everything; if you could
have seen how all those cruel men
glared at us, searching out our very
souls! If vou could have heard how
high she answered them, waving that
ring before their eyes and bidding
them to obey its presence, or to die!™

“Which they surely have dome by
now,” broke in Masouda quietly,
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d fa!l into the
ds Salah-ed-din,
those of the master of the Assassins?

“sMahed-ain” broke in

and will do me no wrong."
did the others gain-
say her.

Now at length the summer day be-
gan to break, and while it was still
too dark to travel, Godwin and Rosa-.
mund let the horses graze, holding
them by their bridles. Masouda, also,
taking off the hauberk of Wulf, do=-
tored his bruises as best she could
with the erushed leaves of a bush that
grew by the stream, baving first wesh-
ed them with water, and though the
time was sghort, eased him much. Then,
so soon as the dawn was grey, hav-
ing drunk their fiill and, as they had
nothing else, eaten some watercress
that grew in the stream, they tighten- |
ed their saddie-girths and started.
Scarcely had they gone a hundred
vards when, from the gulf beneath,
that was hidden in grey mists, they
heard the sound of horse's hoofs and
men's volces. :

“Push on,” sald Masouda, “Al-je-bal
is on our tracks.”

Upwards they climbed through the
gathering light, skirtlng the edge of
dreadful precipices which in the
gloom it would have been impossible
to pass, till at length they reached a
great table land, that ran to the foot
of some mountains a dozen miles or
more away. Among those mountains
soared two peaks, set close together.
To these Masouda pointed, saying

cle
knowing the case,

that their road ran between them, and
trat beyond lay the valley of the Oron-
tes, While she spoke, far behind them
they heard the sound of men shouting,

Skirting the edge of dreadful _Frrcfp:m+
although they could see nothing be-
cause of the dense mist.

“Push on,” sald Masouda; “thereis
no time to spare,” and they went for-
ward, but only at a hand gallop, for
the ground was still rough and the
light uncertain.

When they had covered some six
miles of the distance between them
and the mountain pass, the sun rose
suddenly and sucked up the mist. This
was what they saw. Before them lay
a flat, sandy plain; behind, the stony
ground that they had traversed, and
riding over it, two miles from them,
some twenty men of the Assassins.

“They cannot catch us,” said Wulf;
but Masouda pointed to the right,
where the mist still hung, and said:

“Yonder I see "

Presently it thinned, and there a
league away they saw a great body
of mounted soldiers—perhaps there
were four hundred.

“Look,” she said; “they have come
round during the night, as I feared
they would. Now we must cross the
path before them or be taken,” and
she struck her horse fiercely with a
stick she had cut at the stream. Half
a mile further on a shout from the
great body of men to their right, which
was answered by another shout from
those behind, told them that they were
seen.

“On!™ sajd Masouda. “The race will
be close.” So they began to gallop
their best.

Two miles were done, but although
that behind was far off, the great
cloud of dust to their right grew ever
nearer till it seemed as though it must
reach the mouth of the mountain.pass
before them. Then Godwin spoke: :

®'Wulf and Rosamund ride on. Your
horses are swift and can outpace them.
At the crest of the mountain pass wait
a while to breathe the beasts, and see
if we come. If not, ride on again, and
God be with you.”

“Ay,” said Masouda, “ride and head
for the Emesa bridge—it can be seen
from far—and there yield yourselves
to the officers of Salah-ed-din.”

They hung back, but in a stern
volce Godwin repeated:

“Ride, I command you both.”

“For Rosamund's sake, s0o be it
answered Wulf. Then he called to
Smoke and Flame, and they stretched
themselves out upon the =sand and
passed thence swirter than swallows.
Soon Godwin and Masouda, toiling be- |
hind, saw them enter the mouth of
the pass,

“Good,” she said. “Except those of
their own breed, there are mo horses |
in Syria that can catch those two.
They will come to Emesa, have no

fear™
“Who was the man who brought

them to us?” asked Godwin, as they
galloped side by side, their eyes fixed
upon the ever-nearing cloud of dust,
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Now they were off the sand over
which they had been racing side by
side, and beginning to breast the
mountain slope, nor was Godwin sorry
that the clatter of their horses’ hoofs
upon the stones prevented further
speech between them. So far they had
outpaced the Assassins, who had a
longer and a rougher road to travel;
but the great cloud of dust was not
seven hundred yards away, and in
front of it, shaking their spears, rode
some of the best mounted of their sol-
diers,

“These horses still have strength;
they are better than I thought them,”
ceried Masouda. “They will not gain
on us across the mountains, but atter-
wards—"

For the next league they spoke mno
more, who must keep their horses
from falling as they toifled up the

steep path..At length they reached the |

crest, and there, on the very top of
it, saw Wulf and Rosamund standing
by Flame and Smoke.

“They rest,” Godwin said, then he
shouted, “Mount! mount! The foe 1%
close.”

So they climbed to thelr saddles
again, and, all four of them began to
descend the long slope that stretched
to the plain two leagues beneath. Far
off across this plain ran a broad sil-
ver streak, beyond which from that
height they could see the walls of a
city. "

“The Orontes!” creid Masouda.
“Cross that, and we are safe.” But
Godwin looked first at his horse, then
at Masouda, and shook his head.

Well might he do so, for, stout-
hearted as they were, the beasts were
much distressed that had galloped so
far without drawing rein. Down the
steep road they plunged, panting; in-
deed, at times it was hard to keep
¢hem on their feet.

=fhey wIll reach ihe oplain—and
more,” sald Godwin, and Masouda nod-
ded.

The descent was almost done, and
not a mile behind them the white-
robed Assassins streamed endlessly.
Godwin plied his spurs and Masouda
her whip, thongh with little hope, for
they knew that the end was mnear.
Down the last declivity they rushed,
till suddenly, as they reached its foot,
Masouda’s horse reeled, stopped, and
gank to the ground, while Godwin's
pulled up beside it. .

“Ride on!"” he cried to Rosamund
and Wulf in front; but they would
not. He stormed at them, but they re-
plied:

“Nay, we will dle together.”

Masouda looked at the horses
Flame and Smoke, which seemed but
Yttle troubled.

“So be it,” she said; “they have car-
ried double before, and must again.
Mount in front of the ‘lady, Sir God-
win; and, Sir Wulf, give me your
hand, and you will learn what this
breed can do.”

So they mounted. Forward started
Flame and Smoke with a long, swing-
ing gallop, while from the Assassins
above, whe thought that they held
them, went up a shout of rage and
wonder.

“Their horses are also tired, and
we may beat them yet,” called the
dauntless Masouda. But Godwin and
Wulf looked sadly at the ten miles of
plain between them and the river
bank.

On they went, and on. A quarter of
it was dome. Half of it was done, but
now the first of the fedai hung upon
their flanks not two hundred yards be-
hind. Little by little this distance les-
sened. At length they were scarcely
fifty yards away, and one of them flung
a spear. In her terror Rosamund sob-
bed aloud.

“Spur the horses, knights,” cried
Masouda, and for thé first time they
spurred them. =

At the sting of the steel Flame and
Smoke sprang forward as though they
had but just left their stable door,
and the gap between pursuers and
pursued widened. Two more miles
were done, and scarce seven furlongs
from them they saw the broad mouth
of the bridge, while the towers of
Emesa beyond seemed so close that
in this clear air they could discern
the watchmen outlined against the
sky, Then they descended a little val-
ley, and lost sight of bridge and town.

At the rise of the opposing slope the
strength of Flame and Smoke at last
began to fail beneath their double
hurdens. They panted and trembled,

To be continued.
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1 GLOBE INSURANCE COMPANY.

FIRE AND LIFE.

LI mm
Invested in Canada.... $00,000
Rates and premiums as low aa any othar
m;: The settlement ef
losses is pt liberal. The rescuroes
snd of the company afford these
insured in it perfect security against losa.
W E WIDDESS
Agent for Lindsay and Victoria County

FARM LOANS.
o I o g
Interest,

e AR badhits i topt
strictly private and confidential,
Come and see me if you waat money
and get my terms.

|

|

|

]

!

q

PEYSICIANS
‘Nr_hi Emmut;; MAN, M.D., MCP
tist Chureh, Cambridge-st. . m",z
R. F. Mmmﬁ | 5
Graduste Toronto niversity,
Coroner for Vietoria County.
ﬂﬂu—ﬂﬂnﬁ?ﬂ., cor. Eent and Lomd

eay-ste., (former residence
Kempt.) Telephone 45. i

B. J. W. WOOD—
Late of Eirkfield.
30 Bond-st., first door west of O~
bridge-st. Methodis* Canrel.
Office Hours —9to11a m., 210 4
7to8p. m, thi

T A e e

e — =

PENTISTRY

—

DR. NEELANDS & IRVINE,
DENTISTS.

_Eversthing up-to-dste in Deniintey
Natoral teeth preserved. Crows am

E-:Lge_r m;;.%mﬁ Splendid fis I
ibicial tee ain : e ke
Pr(.lf%‘ moderste, SR

ce nearly oppoeite Sim
e nady ¥ oppoeite Bimpeon Heuae

&% W. H. CROS®

DENTISY, Lindsss,
Member Royal College Dental Eurpeen
’ Ontario. . .

DR. F. A. WALTERS

DENTIST, Lindsay

an t:m ﬂndmﬂu of Toronte Universite,
lnlaat vied brancébes of Les washry
w; orraed, |:|-..n.|:.n|-|.u.Li
(B =Uver Frogo Drug Buor e
Eeout and William-sta —73.1yr. ——

e ——

——
e m e e ————

BUSINESS CARDS

ITTON & SMITH, O. L. Surveyess
F and Civil Engineers. Mail coders
prompily attended to. Eox 25, Lindemm,
W.Lomrinomas B
¥ F %

Pire, Life and A

MONBY TO LOAR. © jomi . oom pamie
&l jowes] retes

Geoersl Accozmtamt, Eewl Sriate -
Office : OFERA HOUSE BLOCE, LIRI*T‘!

EIGWNIGHT,
ter, Seliciter, Neta
Public, Real Estaie Agenz Mﬂ
Representing Waterloo Mutual Fioe In-
surance Company of Waterloo, the FPads
eral Life Insurance Compscy of Mamil
ton, and the Domizion of Canads: Guarame
tee and Accident Comparny of Torozhe.

Judge (PLesry's old office, over Tee-
phone Office. Phone No. 106.

L ——

. S——

BARRISTERS, Ete.

(‘1 H. HOPKLINS, EBarrister, cie, Bo
H. h::r.nrrurmunu;n E-u:.ifw Eorer 59 pam
st jowest raies, Ofice, No, 6, Wilamasl sowll,
Lindmy, Ont,—25 o

& OCRE & JACEKSON, Barriztems, ste

vic,, solicitors for *he County of Viclcrin am

ke Bz of Nontreal, Monev to losn rr musipguy

ol luwesl curren Taies, Offces, Willism-»L . Limcess
F. D. MOORE ALEX, JACE AR,

——

AUCTIOXNEERS

JOHN H:. WILSO N

Auctioneer
For Victoria and Durham Counties:

Rates reasonable, com ilete satisiseiion
guaranteed.

Mount Horeb Post Office.

JOSEPH MEEHAN,
Auctioneer
FOR THE COUNTY OF YICTORAA,

Omt,

-

AUCTION SALE.

The Bubseriber is again prepaved o
conduet Auetien Sales of all kinds 1hat b
may be favored with. CEHARGES MOD-

ERATE
ELIAS BOWES,

£ u Heneey

e e ———

MISCELLANEQUS

JAMES KEITH

Sead Merchant and Desier lm
Agricultural Implements

Great care is nsed te ropply every sxsladl
troe to namso ard of peed cualiny.
William-St., LINDSAY, Om

ROBT. CHAMBERS

Monument Bcunlptor

TH et and dealer in FOERIGN s
DOMBSTIO GRANITES, ¥ & ATLN B
Ail work guarasteed. Estimmaies 3
diskhed promptly on applieation. Wesly
oarth of mariket souare. Camidge s,

McLaughlin & Peel,

Barristers, Solicitors,
Notaries Public.

Meney to loan at lowest raten of nten
est. Mortgages, Bonds and Munieipm
Debertures purchased. Money recsive
for investment.

OFFICE OVER DOMINION BANE,
cor. William and Eent-sts.

E. J. MeLAUGHLIN, E.C. J. A. PEER,

If You Contemplate Building

=




