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take the handkerchief
mouth?" be asked. 1 nodded; bewil
 “What In tophet ¢-es this. mean?’ 1
asked. 1 did rnot =ay -tophet, but it
locks better in writing. | .

“It means nothirg and everything”

from his §;

e mm:::;w Id yet

confidence.

“] do not kpow where you came She loved mel My love overshelmed

“In the first place, from,” I beard the lieutenant say, “but
y l managed-ticely to pick a quarrel.

herr will fight no duel. The man with
whom you were to fight was sent on an

punishment for his dueling at the

I kmow him by reputa
is a brawler, but
He wotld halve
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This was too much.
“Yes. Ab, but you will be surprised.
The duel will last ive minutes. Herr

Thrust on thrust, parry on parry. Caob-
sternation will take the place of conf-
dence. He will grow nervous. He
will try all his little tricks, and they
will fail. Then his eyes #ill roll and
bis breath come In gasps. Buddenly he
thinks he sees an opening. He lunges.
Ach, the fool, It Is all over!" The old
man's volce quivered with exeltement.
He had passed his time lo the barracks
and bad seen many A sword skirmish.

"Well, are you going to take off these
ropea ™

“No. You would break every bone In
my body.”

1 groaned !n exasperation.

“You will soon be out of breath.”

Ob, could 1 bave but loosened those
eorda!

“Stahlberg, who left the service a
year ago, will act In the ecapacity of
second.” Stahlberg waa at the head of
the vineyard. *“I ghall watch the af-
falr from the window here. The scene
of action will take place in the clearing
md._lt will be an affalr worth wit-

messing.

“And w s Gretchen?”

“Where should be—at the bar, a
dutiful barmaid."” Then 1 heard noth-
ing but the deep cachinnations of the
ilnnkeeper. There was something In
the affair which appealed to his humor,
1 conld not see It. For ten minutes my
vocabulary was strictly unprintable.

“Will you kindly tell me what the
meaning of all this s
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_errand to this out of the way placeas bad that

‘confidence-ip your man,” said L
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“There is not a iner swords—swords- |

man in the kingdom, or on the comti-
nent for that matter. There, they are

atlt agaln?™ '

Step by step the lleutenant gave
was needlellke work now. Gradually

_ they began to turn around. The blades

flashed In the moonshine like bheat

— - —
e —————

5. Shall 1 fell you
love mel”

It

I grew | "He knocked the ath from Ris bips’
I .
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. 1.did opr
stood.
and-thnt-if

still tingled an‘l
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my Arms, Hr“&.

#oved me! She had pot told me so, but
J knew. She had put ‘ber lwart before
lne. My life was dearer to her than
own. | could bave laughed for joy.

engulfed It n-—

Juy shame, engulfed It Aben—
el knéw you,” sald a barsh voice at_
-is;all;on your own head:’ It I8't00 my Albow. - It startledne/nnd § wlisel.

!

rer officer. “I thought

card of you' tbat you were

mﬁm‘iwn me. Sbe
H
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what [
man Hn'n

for o redimeit it 450 & bad womét for

am weary of

awful deal

I look like a man to die ip,
inebriates’ ward? For surely 1
Jand there soon! 1 am golog to pleces
like & sand house in a windstorm. I
all, I baven't as much

thought 1 had. Su v
‘I'm tired  You see, those

Do
in the

' tréoble and caution. -Ach, you'"

the man we have scoured the country

a ? 1 should
let a woman fight for bhim!

ot

snapped his fingers derisively.
eave a rallway station-within
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lightning. My pulse attuned Itself to -

full of scorn. The laugh—it recalled to
me a laugh 1 bad heard before. Evi-
dently the youngster was playing with
while the Innkeeper and I watched a
curious thing bappened. ' Something
seemed to be slipping from the young-
ster’s head. He tried to put up bis free

" band, bt the MNeutenant was making

“furious passes. ' A flood of something

“Herr Winthrop, the idyl has come to

an end. ‘Theepic now begins.”
CHAPTER XIL

The golden summer moon was far op
now, and the yellow light of it came In-
to the window and {llumined the grim
face of the innkeeper, throwing a gro-
tesque shadow 'of him on to the ficor.
The leaves rustled and purred against
the eaves. As the branches moved so
did the light and darkpesy move over
the innkeeper’s visage. -He was silent
and meditative. 3 :
> ;ﬁ.n'!pic." s = bl i
keeper,” said 1, “if 1 give you
my word of honor not to molest you or
leave this room will you let me be a
'_i,.

esgr . ;
e Ddssed into the gloom, then

into the light.. *“This'is no trick?’ sus

Lo =hlﬂu."luldlw.‘”

dimly sellow suddenly fell about the
lad's shoulders. Ob, then I knew! With
a snarl of rage I took the Innkeeper by
the throat and hurled him, knife and
all, to the floor, dashed from the room,
thence to the stalrs, down which I
Jeaped four at a time. Quick as I .was,
1 was too late. The lleutenant’'s sword
lay on the grass, and he was clasping
Ms shoulder, with the sweat of agony

' qvery stroke.. 1 heard a Jaugh., It was

" man who rons away and lets a woman

=((God knows what sort—fight his duels

for him, the curl”
I never looked at him, but went

lnflt.

- | nM" be sald to Dan, “for
mistaking this man for you." He elick-
ed his heéels, swung around and march-
ed off. -

“Qome,” sald Dan.
I dumbly followed him wup

LN
“The
n

u that your race 1s run. You goldiers in the Hohenphalian uniform,

[ —1 do not know who the fourth
m;g y NG

“What'a the
“Are they going to carry us off like 8
couple of chickens?*

“I presume It ls for her serene high-
pess. 1 wonder how they found out

to my she was here? Probably the lleutenant

room. He struck a match and lit the You were golng to fight, but dida't, in-

“Got toba asked, taking Will
end Mtlh;l" ;Et h.di hather with vou an

out a black pipe.
good smoke In a week. 1 want to smoke
awhile before 1 talk."”

1 now knew that be bad been » wit-

formed them. At any rate, the coagh
not be for us. The prince will no*
we while the
Is here’ 1 dom't know WwWhal

they will do with us. Possibly poth-

Ing; possibly put us §§ jail. Come
Ong,; I'm thirsty.”

ness to all or at least to the larger part ”“ was late In the afternoon of the

“There l8 some tobacco on the table™
1 sald humbly. 1 felt that | bad wrong-

straight to Gretchen. Stablberg gave o4 him In some manner, though unin-

me a Questioning glance and made a

move as though to step between,
“Stand aside, man!™ [ soapped.

“Gretchen, you have dishonored me."

lightly. *1 assure you be catsed me ne
little exertion,”

|
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dered as ghe cast aside the sword.
“You bave made a laughing stock of
me. [ am a man and can fight my own

you had been killed;”

. “I'bave a deal of regard for * u]¢ was not possible. And'the man | _ |
- ipguited me, not you., A woman? Very than anything in the world. We haye

m
my bogor.”
r%dl,ﬁ&olt it is in the

[

tentionally. “The Princesa Hlldegarde!™
person,” sald Hillars. He

| ¥ murmured.

“The very

S ans Bitier tham oo buryi o 1L MUSBEEENE G IR e

bed. He puffed and puffed, and 1
thougbt be never would begin. Pres
ently be seld, “And you never suspect-
ed who she was?™ :

“On my word of bonor, 1 did not,

Dan,™ sald 1, staring at the faded de-

signs In the carpet. The golden gal-
leon bad gone down, and naught but a
few bnbbles told where she had once
so proudly ridden the waters of the

day fellowing. 1 had not seen her se
rene bighness the Princess HHildegarde
~Gretchen. BShe bad remalned In her
roown, and all efforts of mine to hold
pommunication with bher bad pro
fotilee. 1 bad stood at her door a
supplicated, BSbe bad told me
away, The Innkeeper had
when | suggested that be carry a
to his mistresa, He bad re

“The princess recelvee ro
had sald. “Gretchen—it was a
ent matter."

And Hlllars had slept till after
*t had been a bad

sea. The Princess Hildegarde! Tbhe .

dream was gone. Castles, castles!

“] am glad you did not know,” said
Dan, “because 1 have always belleved
in your friendship. Yet it is'something
we cannot belp, this loving a woman.
Why, a man will lay down his life for
Ris friend, but be will rob him of the

!eroman hé loves. It ls life. You love

ber, ‘of course.”

“Yes.” I took out my own pipe now.
“But what's"the use? She is 2 prin-
cess. Why, I thought her at first a
barmuld—a barmaid! Then I thought
her to be in some way a lawbreaker, a
gocidlist conspirater. It would be droll
if it were not sad. The Princess Hilde-
garde! 1 laughed dismally. “Dan,

|

old. man, let's dig out at once-and close .

the page. We'll talk it over when we
are older.,” :

: “No: we will face it out She loves
"My God,” ' you.. Why not? So do L” He got off
back preaking down suddenly, “supposing ' the bed and came over to me and rests

ed his hands on my shoulders. “Jack,
my son, next to her I lave you better

"= ' well. '] can defend myself against ev- | worked together, .starved together.
blood of . grything but calumny. Have ] madea smoked

us all. But a false move on your part, j.uching stock of ? It is nothing s a .
and 1 promise you that this knife shall ¢, me It “mlﬂ:ﬂt have

find a resting place in you.”
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“No. My bead s rvadied enough ay
" ie”

“Then you must let me do all the
talking.”
“And why you?™

“l1 shall know better how to

them,” with s laugh, “They will not

take any particular Interest in you
when'they set eyes on me. Homo sum)
am the man they nre looking for.
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nds were around the throal o
s ufhere Prince Ernest.

AOT thiaN= =Bl eved LOT CUDEN  DErW
Then be laughed. *If ber serene high-
pess was anything to me, your high-
ness, | should not be afrald to say so
before the king himsell.”

“You Impudent”= But a wave of
the prince's hand silenced the count,

“Have patlence, my friend. This ls
pet Impuodence; It |s courage and pro-
dence. 1 Delleve,” readdressing KHIil-
lars, “that once you were on the polnt
of Ilﬂ.?illl with the Princess Hilde

Hillars thrust his bands Into bis
pockets. “So they say.” !
“And yet you deny your regard for
her!™ |
“Oh, as to that affalr,” sald Hlllars
easily, “it was the adventure more than |
anything else! It is Dot every man In
my position who bas such a chanve |

And then, perbaps, | saw a good news |

" The muscles Iu Lis faws ;
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lﬁ." said a volce
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BRISTOL’S Pills

Safe, Mild, Quick-acting,
Painless, do not weaken,
and always give satisfaction.

A most rellable Household Medicine, can be taken at any season. by Adults w
children.

All druggists sell ;BR.ISTOL'S."

The Vitarlc Loan and Savings Coma

[NOORPURATED UNPER CAP, 1%, RE0.

HEAD OFPFIOE INOBAY, OX

oney to Loan—On town and farm property at current rates of ioleret -
-ﬂ’-u-dnduhr.

Savings Department—Four jer oot sllowed (o depesiin »iihinmi
ARy Hme,

Office Hours=0 a.m. to 4% p.w.; alro Saturday evening .30 vo & W
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WETHRERUE

GENERAL AGENT FOR

\ Bell Organs and Piag
e  Dominion Organs SF
|[58 ¥ Pianos, also Mason
' Riseh Pianos for the Do

y of Victaris
A large stock to choose from.

Also a large stock of High Grade Bicycles, which will be sold &t sbes
balf price to cll_!lr them ont.

oJoanda

O0OBRENEBR SUSSEX & PEELSS. -
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you want to buy the best pump in Canada’ 11 0,
ga e They draw W&

work easy. We manufacture these pumps i1 =
in 'wood and ‘iron, and will guarantee satisfaci®
with them in any depth of well up to 150 feet.

For Pumps, Pump Pixings and Repairs also Windn¥

‘Clllm...__
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SYLVESTER BROS. P8 (0., Linisy.

" FuR £ GOOD RUNNING AND COMPORTABLE BIDINE

o
Dur' Buggies and Carriages are handsomely finished
‘icely upholstered, and for style canmot be beaten
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HORSESHOEING and GENERAL BLACKSMITH!

| .- Promptly attended to.

& EMMERSON.

Our

WETHERUE}

0 k2 L EEAALEP

28

=




