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cowered under her glance like whipped
curs. Alec made them get in again
and drive off at once, daring them to
turn their heads as long as tuey were
in pistol shot.

When they were gone, we turned to-
the lady for an explanation.

“How can I thank you, gentlemen?*
she exclaimed.

“Speaks English!” [ muttered. *“And
& pretty girl too! Wonder what those
two scoundrels were up to!™

“Madam.” said Alec, with a courtly
bow, “we are only too glad to have the
good fortune to serve you. Where may
we bave the pleasure of escorting
you "

“Madam!™ she laughed. *You meed
not to be so ceremonious.” Caplaln 1fe-
land.”

Alee stared with astouaishment, but 1
bad recoznized the voice.

in delight.

“Al. you baven't forcotten me,
thouzh Alee lreland has.” she said, and
1 saw that she was =lad.

“Forzotien you”" I cried. “No. How
could [? EBut I thohght you were in
Whithy.”

“Apparently it bas not been worth
youir whue to inquire. I left Whitbhy
more than a year ago.”

“l never beard it

“Did you ask?

1 was thrown into confusion by her
question and was at a loss for a reply,
when Alec spoke for me. “We have
been at sea ever since we last saw
you,” bLe said.

“Ab, then I forgive you™ she re-

UTICURA

Soap, Ointmentand Pills
the World’s Greatest
Skin Cures.

Compiete Treatment for Every

, gave us, however, a claim on his gratl-

umour, from Pimples
to Scrofula

WHEN ALL ELSE FAILS

The agonizing itching and burning
of the skin, as in eczema; the frightful

scaling, as in psoriasis: the loss of
hair and crusting of the scalp, as in
scalled head; the facial disfizurement,
23 in pimples and ringworm ; the awful
suffering of infants and the anxiety of
worn-out parents, as in milk crast, tet-
ter and salt rheam, ail demand & rem-
edy of almost superhuman virtoes to

pucccasfully cope with them. That
Cuaticura Soap, Ointment and Pills are
such stands proven beyond all doubt.
No statement is made rding them
that is not justiied by the strongest
evidence. The purity and sweetness,
the power to afford immediate relief,
the certainty of speedy and permanent
cure, the absolute safety and great
économy, kave made them the stand-
ard skin cures and humour remedies of
the civilized world.
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offered tkhe Cuticura remedtes is their
world-wide sale., duoe to the personal
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used them. From a small beginning
in the simplest form, against prejudice
and opposition, against monied hosts,

couutless rivals, and trade indifference, !

Cutlcura remedies have become the
greatest curatives of their time, and,
in fact, of all time, for nowhere in the
history of mediclne is to be found
another approaching them in popularity
and sale. [nevery clime and with every
people they have met with the same
reception. The counfines of the earth
are the only limits to their growth.
They have conguered ihe world.

plied graclously. “But you must come
with me now to my father's house. 1
don’t promise that he will be pleased
to see you, but as you are my gallant
rescuers he Is bound to be polite.”

“Don Miguel here, too?' I asked.

“Yes,” replied Inez.
pose I lived alone.”

“No, but I thought perhaps thers
was some one else,” [ said sadly.

Inez blushed.
asked.

“Your husband!™ I veatured.

*“I baven't found one yet.”

“Then a Whitby lad bhas a chance?™

“Who knows?’

And again she blushed, and I was
just golng to say something more when
Alec broke In.

“Wheére were those two men taking
you?" he asked.

“I don't know,” she answered, with
a shudder. “Perhaps to murder me.”

“Do you know them?"

“l refused to marry one of them
the other day.”

“The scoundrel!” I cried savagely.
“I wish I'd thrashed him.”

“Why, Jack?" she laughed. “He's
not the only one who has asked me to
be his wife.”

“Confound thelr Impudence!” I mut-
tered.

“What?” she cried mischlevously. *1
seem to have recollections of some one
else’s Impudence, too—at Whitby, for
instance. But I suppose you have for-

“Inez,” 1 replied solemnly, “yom
didn’t refuse me—at Whitby 7

“Didn't 1? Per aps it is I who bave
forgotten then. But come, a truce Lo
this banter. Aren't you golng to see

me home?”
“Of course we are,” sald Alec, “and

we shall be delighted to renew our ac-
quaintance with Don Miguel, though
our last meeting wns rather a stormy
one, if I remember rightly. How is the
alchemy progressing?

“Oh, be has given that up!™

“In favor of what?’

“Fighting. He's a soldier now.”

“H'm,” I said, withonot thioking.
“That's an honest trade enough.”

Inez langhed gayly.

“And the other is not?" she asked.
“I should not have sald that.”

She looked at me for a minute, with &
teasing smile playing round ber mouth,
Then she beld out ber hand to me.

“Yes, Jack,” she sald sweetly: “1I do
forgive you. You see, | am oot quite
sure that you were wrong.”

And then she began to speak hurried-
Iy of other things.

Our reception by Don Miguel was not
a cordial one, but In view of our rela-
tlons with him In the past it was per
haps bardly to be expected that he
would be overjoyed to see us again.
Qur rescue of Inez from the hands of
the ruffians who were carrying her off

! gotten.”

tude and an excuse for calling very
frequently to see how she was, and ar
Inez encouraged our visits we took
every advantage of the opportunity
which chane:: had given ns

Inez and I had many long walks to-
gether through the beautiful country
round Vigo Bay, and on those occasions
Alec always insisted on marching some
10 or 12 fathoms behind us, for my
sweetheart's beauty had won her many
a@dmirers, who were naturally not In-
clined to submit quietly to the success
of a heretical Englishman. I had found
favor where they had failed, and but
for Alec’s precaution a vengeful dagger
between my ribs would in all probabil-
ity bave been the reward of my woo-
ing. :

We saw very little of Don Miguel,
but I don’t think either Alec or I felt
inclined to quarrel with bim on that
score. [ pressed my suit with his
daughter, however, and by the time
our ship was ready for sea I had won
her consent to marry me. 1 wanted to
do so at once, but the Spanish padres
refused to peril their souls by celebrat-
Ing so unboly a union as that of a
Spaniard with a heretical Englishman,
and neither bribes nor threats would
move them.

I had to set off to sea, therefore,
without my bride. But we arranged
that I was to come back at once to
Vigo Bay, when Inez promised to ba
ready to sail back to England with
me. There we hoped the parsons would
not be so particular.

CHAFTER VL

We returned to Vigo Bay In less than
four months and with us a large com-
pany of other ships, all bearing grain,
for which the failure of the Spanish
wheat crop promised a profitable mar-
ket. We neither sold our cargo, how-
ever, nor did 1 succeed In carrying off

' ! my sweetheart. And this Is how It

“You don't rup--

“Who else?” she

She was In sore trouble through her
love for me, for Don Mizuel bad for-
bidden her to have any:hing more to
do with me and had locked her In her
room to make sure that his commands
were obeyed., And there was even
worse news than this In the letter. Or-
ders, she told me, had been recelved
trem the court to selze all the English
shipping In the bay, to confiscate the
cargoes and to Imprison the crews. As
a captive in the town dungeon I should
be farther from her than ever; baut,
still a free man, I might some day re-
turn and carry
love I bore her she entreated me to be
gone at once.

Here was a pretty plece of news!
We questioned the page, but as he el-
ther did not know or would know noth-
ing we sent him off ashore In his boat.

“¥What are we to do?" asked Alec.

“I'm going ashore,” 1 replied decid-
edly.

“What for?

“To rescue Ines.”

“Jack, It’s useless. You would be ar-
rested long before you reached her.”

“l mean to try all the same.”

“It'll be foolhardy, I tell you. Much
better take the advice she gives yon,
escape now and come back agaln to
carry her off.”

“Alec, I can't go away and leave her
in that scoundrel's power. I must go
ashore.”

Alec shrugged his shoulders. **“Well,
if you must, you must. I'll go with
you, of course, and try to see you safe
through, but I quite expect we shall
both be locked up for our patis. We
will spread the warning among the
other English ships on our way.”

We went on deck at once and began
to lower the boatt We were lylng a
good two miles farther out than the
other shipa, so0 we had a stiff pull be-
fore us.

Night was just beginning to fall, and
there was some hope that the darkness
might cover our movements and enable
us to rescue Inez and then slip out of
the harbor before the Spaniards had
made up their minds to strike. It was
a desperate chance, though.

The boat was already on the bul-
warks when Alec shouted, “Hold on,
alll™

“Too late,” he said. *“There's a fleet
of boats putting out from the shore
now, each one crammed full of sol-
diers. We must leave the other ships
to shift for themselves, I'm afraid, and
‘make a bid for our own freedom. That
big fellow there, coming up before the
wind, seems to have been told off to
look after us.”

We were well armed, of course, as
the most peaceful ship has to be when
there are so many sea thieves unhang-
ed, and though the Spanish galleon was
five times our size we would have
thought nothing of tackling ber, five
Spaniards to one Englishman being by
no means crushing odds, but there
were three other ships outside of us
evidently walting to pick up stragglers,
s0 we were to all appearances hopeless-
Iy shut in.

The men loocked at one another In
consternation. ;

Alee, however, bad made hls plan.
“Put back the powder,” he cried, “and
buckle on your side arms. Not a shot
must be fired, mind, or we shall have
the whole nest of wasps buzzing round
our ears. Every man of you take a
plke or ax and hide under the bul-
warks,. We must make that fellow
think he has caught us napping.”

Our preparations were quickly and
quietly made, and long before the big
Spaniard was pear enough to see what
we were doing every man of us was
under cover, and the decks looked quite
deserted. But when bhe sheered along-
side and hove his grapnels Into our rig-
ging Alec gave the word, and with a
ringing cheer 50 lusty English lads
rushed from their hiding places and
were bhacking and prodding away
among his crew before the unsuspect-
ing Spanlard knew that anything had
happened. They were taken complete-
ly by surprise, but after the first min-
ute or so they recovered and fought
like wildcats. Thev were about three

“Put back the powder,” he cried. “Nota

shot must be fired.”
to our one, s0 counting one English-
man to five of them the odds In our fa-
vor were overwhelming. The Span-
iards fought desperately enough until
about half of them had been kllled,
then the rest threw down their arms,
called for *“quarter’ and scrambled
down the ladders In utter rout We
clapped the hatches on them, and the

biz galleon of Spain was ours.
Leaving me with 20 men to take care
of our prize (whose sails were all set),
Alec tumbled back with the athass ta

You can’t cure a cough or cold
from the outside.. ou must

cure it through the blood.
Shiloh’s
Consumptio
Cure T ,

is the only remedy that will do this,
It guts-rlftht to the root of the
| trouble. It is guaranteed to cure.
i Prices: S, C. Wzzrs X Co. 313
K 25c. Sic. §1. LaRoy, N.Y., Toronto, Can.
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our own ship and set about making
sail as quickly as he could.
“An ax here and cot the cable!™ 1

heard bim call. *“No time to welghl
Let go those spritsall brails! Lay out

along the bolt sprit and cast the gas-
kets off! Flatten In the starboard
sheet and cant her head round! Hand-
somely, now! Topsalls next! Work
with a wlill, lads! Time's preclous!”

I lost the next words through the
distance, and not wishing to slip toe
far abead I bagpiped my mizzen, brall-
ed my maln course and so allowed Alee
to creep up to me agaln. .

He made sall with marvelous qulck-
ness and soon was within speaking
distance.

“Are your guns all loaded, Jack?"

“Aye, and double shotted and the
ot stocks lighted and lylng In the
tubs beside them.”

“Then make straight for that big
chap on your larboard bow as If you
meant to speak him. Fool him If you
can. Say I'm your prisze. If bhe sus
pects you, give hima broadside for his
sharpness. Only keep the wind of him,
and you can do what you like. I'll slip
scross his bow and pepper that side
of him. And If that lsn't enough do
what your motber wit suggests, but
mind it must be quickly done what-
ever it Is or we'll have the other two
beating up to help him.",

Now, bad 1 acted on my oplnion I
should have steered straight for the
open sea, dead before the falr wind,
in which case 1 should inevitably bave
aroused the suspicions of all three
ships and so have fifvwed them to con-
centrate ob our course and cut us off.
Alec's plan was obviously the best,
for when they saw | was steering
plump for the southernmost one the
others held quietly to their places o
the mouth of the bay.

When 1 got withia a cable’s length,
an officer hailed we. 1 walited as long
as 1 dared and then answered, but ap-
parently there was something wrong
with my Spanish, for be replled angrily
that I was drunk and an Iosolent
scoundrel for daring so to address him.
At this juncture one of my men, a soft
hearted fellow, who knew epnough of
the tongue to make out that the don
was using very free language to me, let
Ay at bhim with Lis gun and sent a
three ounce ball straight Into hils
breasinlate.

That effectually put an end to our di-
plomacy, so 1 gave the order Yo fire as
each gun bore. 1 Lhad warned the gun-
ners to aim high, and at the third shot
the Spaniard's maintopmast broke off
short like a carrot. His mainyard, too,
came down by the run, bringing the ‘
sall with It, but as be was still under
command I put up past him, reloading
the guns meanwhile and then bhauling I
my wind once more gave him a second
dose over elther quarter.,

Meanwhile Alec and his men had
been working like furies and tossing
their guns about like child's toys, raln-
Ing such a shower of broken shot into
bis bull from their lesser elevation that '

his lower deck must have been almost
untenable.

The Spanilard had been unprepared
for our attack and took seme time to
beat his men to quarters, but they
served their guns well and fast when
they did get to them, and the shot soon
came fiying about our ears lke hall-
stones. HIis running rigging, hewever,
was pretty well cut to pleces, and as |
we had balf a dozen good bowmen sta-
tioned ready who sent a clothyard h
shaft through the ribs of every man
who set a foot on his ratlines he lay
pretty belplessly head to wind, with his
=emalning salls In the most thorough
confusion. Had we been able to play
the game out at long bowls we could
either have sunk him eor reduced the
number of his erew sufficiently to al-
low us to carry him by boarding, but
the other two Spanish ships were beat-

nearest would be within gunshot.

Alec therefore gave the word to run
away west by south, before the w[nd..l
through the seuthern entrance of the
bay. Tbhe order did not come a minute

' too seon, though the majority of us

were s0 worked up by the excitement
of the fight that we would never have
notleed that it was high time for us to
quit.

We held on this course for about two
hours, and then, as the sky had fortu-
pately clouded over, we bauled our
wind and stood due south to give our
pursuers & chance of paszing us in the
darkness. They would never expect us
to turn south, so when they missed us
at daylight they would maturally look
for us to the northward if they contin.
ued the chase. That was our theory.
What they actually did I cannot say,
for we never saw them sgaln. -

L e s ™ et 8

We Bela oq,ﬁil strategic course for &
time, and on the second morning rose &
brig coming toward us, and as every
one at sea Is presumed a rogue untll be
is proved an honest man we cleared the
decks for action and beat to quarters
As the stranger neared us one of Alec’'s
men recognized ber as the brig Catch-
all, belonging to Captain Fleming. the
well known freebooter. So as he was
not likely to let such a vessel as our
gaueon passe without an overbaul we
quite expected another fight How-
ever, be drew within long hall and,
bringing his ship to, signed that bhe
wished to speak us.

“What ship's that?
“The brig Severn of Bristol, Alex-

ander Ireland, master. What ship’'s
that?

“Brig Catcbhall, Captalna Fleming.
What's the galleon?’

“The Lope de Vega of Vigo, a prize
to the Severn.” -

“How the thunder did you get bold
of her?

“Fought for her.”

“Then is there war with Spaln?™

“] think so.”

“You think so?™ Then followed some
talk with Lis own people which we
could not hear. “Will you lie to and
Jet me bring my boat alongside? I'm
honest as the wlole bench of bisLops

today.”

“Ave, lIEr'
Alee called on me to come on board

the Severn, and presently a weather
beaten, thickset man of middle age
was rowed across to us. We went be-
low and pledged one another In a jack
of ale (as the Severn's bold was still
filled with wheat Instead of the cargo
of Spanish wine we had expected to
bring back), and then Captain Fleming
was told of the seixure and fight in
Vigo bay. He listened attentively,
noddlag his grizzled head at every sen-
tence, but making no remark uotll be
had heard the whole story.

“It was a lucky, plucky escape, cap-
tailn,” he =mald, looking approvingly at
Alec, “and one that does credit to the
stufling of your headplece. But make
no error about Its being an affair of
unanthorized individuals. It Is the be-
ginning of war, [ tell you, and a bloody
war It will be. ['ve seen It coming for
this year or more. BShips are belug
gathered Into all the ports, and great
nolles are chartering vessels for other
purposes than honest trade or a little
free cruising. King Philip of Spain
will make a big move before long.
Mark my words, sir.”

“England will be ready for him when
be does,” replied Alec proudly.

“Aye, lad, ] warrant she will, but
it's time she was stirring, or Lthe Span-
lards—curse the whole nation of them
—will be cruising about the English
channel and up to London town before
any of us are many months older.
Now, Captain Ireland,” be continued,
standing up and beating his fist on the
table in time with his sentences, “I'm
a [reebooter and an outlaw; but,
though there’s many an Englisbman

JTo be Continaed.)
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