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By EMILE GABORIAU.

g let’er made UP Of Words cwl'oUT OI &
mghﬂﬂh
wyMme. Fauvel and Madeleine, owing
ip the extortions to which they had
peen subiected. becama preentlvy nroan
o &7 tradesmen and othersito’ Wiois
they owed meney and had mothing oD
which to keep up their position’in soci-
ety. They remained secipfied for a
gime, but were at last obliged to appear
fa public at the Jandidier dball. Made-
jeine went to Vesinet to esk Raoul to
seturn some of the money -and jewels
they bad given him. On this occasion
she was followed by M. Verduret and
. Madeleine’s effort was fruit-
less, though she finally foreed Raoul
by threats of exposure #c surrender
gome of the pawn tickets
u3+ last Clameran and Raorl found
tp the clown at the Jandidier ball an

spemy who possessed the secret of
their villainles and tried to murder

TCH are the facts that, with
an almost incredible talent

— for investigation, bad been
Saety collected and prepared by the
fat man with the jovial face who bad
taken Prosper under his protection, M.
Verduret.

Besching Paris at 9 e’clock in the
evening, not by the Lyons route, as be
$ad mid, but by the Orleans train, M.
Nerduret burried to the Archangel,

whers be found Prosper impatiently ,

expecting him.

“You are about to bear some rich de-
velopments.” he said to Prosper, “and
see bow far back into the past one bas
fo seek for the primary canse of a
crime. All things are linked together
in this world of ours. If Gaston de
Clameran bad pot taken .a cup of cof-
fes in a little cafe at Tarascon twenty
Fears ago, your money safe would not
bave been robbed three weeks ago.

“Yalentine de la Verberie is punished
In 1866 for the murder committed for
love of her In 1840. Nothing is neg-
lected or forgotten. Listen.”

And be related all that-he had dls-
tovered, referring to a voluminous
manuseript which he had prepared,
With many notes and sauthenticated
froofs attached.

“1 wonder how you discovered all |
these infamies,” said Prosper when he

kad finished.

The fat man smiled. “When I under-
ke a task,” be said, “I devote my
Wwhole attention to it. New, make a
Bote of this: When & man of ordinary
intelligence concentrates his thoughts
tod energies upon the attainment of
i object, be Is certain to attain that
object Besides that, I have my own

Dethod of working up a case. To be

fure, one needs some light to guide one

D 2 dark affair like this, but the fire: |

o Clameran’s eye when I pronounced

e name of Gaston ignited my lantern.
From that moment I walked straight

® the solution of the mystery as to &'| . o " o1co empty.

D light.”

8 look showed that he won’4d

—_—— — nam

Te 10 know the secret of his protect-
:l Penetration and at the same time

- Dore thoroughly convinced that
Wiat he heard was all true—that his
lBnocence would be more clearly prov-

"Now, confess” cried M. Verduret,
:ﬂﬂ would give anything in the world
fnd out how I arrived at the truth!”

‘T admit it, for it is marvelous.”
. Verduret enjoyed Prosper’s bewil-
“ment To be sure, he was nelther a
E‘U'E'- judge nor a distinguished ama-
U but admiration Is always fatter-

B0 matter whence it comes.

“Well,” he replied, “I will explain my
Eﬂﬂl There is nothing marvelous
ﬂ“ut it We worked togetber to find
Solution of the problem. You know
Eﬂ Teasons for suspecting Clameran
Ih‘ band In the robbery. As soon as
— d acquired this certainty my task
f4sy. What 4id I do? I placed
ﬁh-“th“mhr people to watch the par
whom I was most Interested.
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ret uneasily. .
T woote an Better to M.

Fauvel Informing him that his wife

down upon the table.
“Stopld!” he exclaimell. "“You have

ruiped everything!”

o arose from his sest and sirode wp
.and down the room, oblivious of the
Jodgers below, whose windows sheok
with every angry stamp of his foot

Prosper remained silent as long ‘as
‘be could and then uneasily sald:

“] am afraid I *have embarrassed

The Bole Drug Co., Wimai-

‘“Yes, you bave dreadfully embar-
‘passed me. What=am I to do? Shall I
hasten matters or wait? And I'am
und by & sacred promise We had
ttar;nl.ndaﬂﬂﬂwlthmujnﬂmnt
tnstruction. He can assist me. 'Come
1 me." -
! M. Verdoret had anticipated, Pros-
letter had a terrible effect. When

to his hands.

What! His wife deceive himl
among all men, to choose omne vile
enongh to rob ber of her jewels and
ferce ber to be his accomplice In the
roin of an innocent young man! For
dld pot the anonymous letter assert
this to be the fact and tell him bow to
convinee himself of its truth?

M. Fauvel determined to show the
Jetter to his wife.

“Bugt suppose it be true!™ he mutier-
ed to himself. “Suppose I have been
miserably duped! By confiding in' my
wife I shall put ber on ber guard and
jose all chance of  discovering the
troth.”

There was one simple means of veri-
fication. The letter said the diamonds
had been pawned

if it Hed in this instapnece, he would
treat it with the scorn it deserved. If.
on the other hand, it-should prove 1o
be troe—

Breakfast was announced. At table
M. Fauvel talked incessantly, #so as to
escape any questions from his wife,
who, he saw, was uneasy at the sight
of his pale face. But all the time be
was talking he was casting over in his
mind expedients for getting his wife
eut of the house long enough for him
to search her bureau without her per
celving him. At last be asked Mme.
Fauvel If she were golng out before
dinner.

“Yes” gald she “The weather is
dreadful, but Madelelne and 1 must de
some shopping.”

“At what bour shall you go?*

“Immediately after breakfast”™

He drew a long breath, as if relleved

[ of a great weight. In a short time he

| would kpow the truth.

After awhile be beard the carriage

. roll away with his wife and nlece
Hurrying Inte Mme Fauvel's room, be
opened the drawer of the chiffonler
whbere she kept ber jewels. The boxes
containing saperb sets of Jjewelry
which he bad presented to her were
gone! The anonymous letter had told

the truth!

| Perhaps Valentine had put ber dis-

| monds in Madeleine’s room,

Without stopping to consider the in-

| delicacy of what he was about to do be

| burried into the young girl’s room and

pulled open one drawer after another.

| He did not find Mme. Fauvel's dia-

meonds, but Madeleine’s seven or eight

Was she, too, an sccomplice? This

blew broke dewn his courage. :
M. Faovel well knew that the fact of

the dlamonds being stolen was not suf-
ficient grourd upon which to bring an

| mecusation agalnst the accomplices.
i Happily he could procure other proof.
| He.began by calling his valet and na-
dering him to bring him every letter
that should come to the house. He
then wrote to a notary at St Bemy
to send him a telegram containing auo-
thentic information about the Lagors

family and especially about Baoul

I‘};I;aches
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followed her.

‘there in time, Mme. Fauvel and Raoul
are lostl”

uvel opened his mail the/morning ||
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M. Fauvel took a ba

“Great heavens!” cried Nina to her-
Verduret does mot reach

OCHAPTER XIV.

“Yery well, then. You will hear from
me tomorrow,” be said to his assailant.
«Wait at your hotel until I send two
friends to you.”

As soon as the stranger had gone
Raoul recovered from his excitement
and began to wonder what could have
been the motive for the insult Pick-

up the man’'s card, be read:

“wW. H. B. Jacobson, formerly Gari-
baldian volunteer, ex-officer of the Ar
my of the South (Italy, America), 30
Leonle street.”

“Oh,” he thought, “here is a big mill-

tary man who can whip everybody!™ 2

Raoul had seen enough of the world
to understand these beroes who cover
their visiting cards with titles.

But, since the Insult had been offered
in the presence of others, early the next
morning Raoul sent two of his friends
to make arrangements for a duel. He
gave them M. Jacobson's address and
told them to report at the Hotel du
Louvre, where he proposed to sleep.

At half past 8 In the morning his sec- |

onds arrived. M. Jacobson had select-
ed the sword and would fight that very
hour in the woods of Vincennes.

“Let us be off” cried Raoul gayly.
«] accept the gentleman’s conditions.”

After a mioute’s fencing Raoul was
slightly wounded in the right shoulder.
The “ex-officer of the south” wished to
continue the combat, but Raoul's sec-
pods declared that honor was satis-
fied and that they bad no intention
of imperiling their friend's life again.
The ex-officer was obliged to aec
gulesce. Raoul went home delighted
at baving escaped with nothing more
gerious than a little less of blood and
resolved to keep clear of all so called

pight's reflection had convinced him

that Clameran was tbe instigator of the
vel having told him what conditions

orole o # f | L;f'ﬁ?"f‘." ;&{ e
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“Spare yourself the trouble of denl-
als. I know all. 1 know who pawned
my wife’s diamonds. 1 know who com-
mitted the robbery for which the inno-
cent Prosper was armested and impris-
oned.”

Mme. Fauvel, while with terror, fell
opon her knees.

At last it had come—the dreadful day
had come! Valnly for years she had
added falsebood to [alsehood. Vainly
she bad sacrificed herself and otbers.
All was now discovered.

“Pardon, Andre! I conjure you, for-
give mel”

At these heartbroken tones the bank.
er trembled. This voice brought be-
fore him the twenty years which he
bad spent with this woman, who bad
always been the mistress of his heart,
whose slightest wish had been his law
and who by a look could make him the
happlest or the most miserable of men.

“Unbappy woman!™ be saild “Ub-
happy woman! What have I done that
you should act thus? I bave loved you
too deeply.”

Raoul, who listened with attention,
gaw that if the banker knew some things
be certainly did not know all. He saw
that erroneous information had misled
the unhappy man and that be was still
a vietim of false appearances. He de
termined to convince him of his mis
take,

“Monsieur”— he commenced.

But the sound of Raoul's voice was
sufficient to break the charm.

“Silence!™ cried the banker, with an

sobs of Mme. Fauvel

“] came bere,” continoed the banker,
“with the intention of killing you both,
but courage fails me to kill a woman,
and I will not kill an unarmed man.”
Raoul once more tried to speak.
“Let me finish!" interrupted M. Fano-
vel. “Your life is in my bands. The
law excuses the vengeance of an in-
fured busband, but I refuse to take ad-
vantage of it 1 see on your mantel a
revolver similar to mina Take It and

raising his arm. *“If not"—

Feeling the barrel of M. Fauvel's re-
volver touch his breast, Raoul took his
pwn pistol from the mantel.

“Place yourself in that corner of the
room, and I will stand In this,” contin-
ged the banker, “and when the clock
strikes, which will be in a few seconds,

Madeleine placed on bher comsent 10 ' wo will both fire.”

marriage, Raoul Instapntly saw the
great interest Clameran would have in
his removal. He recalled a thousand
Mttle remarks and events of the last
few days, and on skilifolly questioning

the marquis his sospicions changed

into certainty. This conviction that
the man whom be had so materially as-
gisted in his crimipal plans was so
basely ungrateful as to turn against
him inspired in Raoul a resolution te
take speedy vengeance upon his treach-
erous accomplice and &t the same time
insure his own safety. He was per
suaded that by openly siding. with
Madelelne and her aunt be could save
themn from Clameran’s clutches Hav-
ing fully resolved upon this, he wrote

2 note to Mme. Fauvel asking for an
interview. The poor woman hastened
to Vesinet at the appointed hour, con-
vinced that some new misfortune was
in store for her. She found Raoul more
tender and affectionate than he had
ever been. He saw the necessity of re-
assuring her and winning his old place

They took the places designated. But
the horror of the scene was too much
for Mme. Fauvel to witness any lon-

bhusbapd were about to kill each other
before her very eyes. Fright and bor
ror gave her strength to start up and
rush between the two men, with ex

“Have pity, Andre!” sbe cried, wring.
ing ber hands in anguish “Let me tell
you! Don't kill"— !

This burst of maternal love M. Fau-
vel took for the pleading of a criminal
defending her lover. He seized his
wife by the arm and thrust her aside.

But she would not be repulsed. Rusb-
ing up to Raonl, she threw ber arms

i

“In order to rob her be has perpetrat
el a gross imposture.”

During the last few minutes Raoul
had managed to approach the door,
hoping to escape while no one was
thinking of bim. But M. Verduoret,
watching him out of the corner of one
eve, stopped him just as he was about
to leave.

“Not so fast, my pretty youth™ he
sald, dragging him into the middle of
the room. “Let us bave & little conver-
pation before parting. A little explana-
tion will be edifying.”

The jeering words and mocking man-
per of M. Verduret made Raoul tuara

Yes, I am the jolly

clown of the Jandidier ball. Here is

L‘-
torning tp his sleeve, he show-
a deep cut on his arm. “If you are
sure, examine this scar,” bhe com-
ped. “I imagine you know the vil-
Jain that gave me this little decoration
that night I was walking along Bour-
dalone street. That being the case,
you know I have a slight claim upon
you and shall expect you to relate to
us your little story.”
But Raoul was too terrified to utter
a word
M. Fauovel listened withont under-
standing.
“Into what dark dJdepths of shame

have we fallen!” he groaned.

“Reassure yourself, monsieur,” re
ptied M. Verduret “After what Ihave
been constrained to tell you little re-
mains. I will finish the story.”

He then told bow Louis Clameran
bad concocted his plot to palm off
Raoul as Mme Fauvel's son with a
view to ertort money from her.

“Can this be possible?™ cried Mme.
Fauvel

“Impossible!” cried the banker. “An
infamous plot like this cou!d not be ex-
ecuted in our midst”

“All this is false!” said Raoul beldly.
“It is a Hel™

M. Verduret turned to Raoul and,
bowing with ironical respect, sald:

“Monsgieur desires proofs, does he?
Monsieur shall certainly have convine
{ng ones. I have just left a friend of
mine, M. Palot, who brought me valn
able information from London. Now,
my young gentieman, I will tell you th
little story he told me.

“In 1847 Lord Murray, a wealthy
apd generous nobleman, had a jockey
named Spencer, of whom he was ver)
fond. At the Epsom races this jockey
was thrown from his horse and killed
Lord Murray grieved over the loss of
his favorite and, having no children of
his own, declared his Intention of
adopting Spencer's son, who was ther
but four years old.

“Thos James Spencer was brought
up in afuence as beir to the immense
wealth of the poble lord He was a
hsndsome, intelligent boy and gave sat
istaction to his protector unmll be was
sixteen years of age. Then he became
intimate with a worthless set of people

and turned out badly.
To be continoed.
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