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or sloppy weather means cold, wet

. feet, chilblains and misery, unless your feet are pro-
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Lumberman's and Boots.

Weather and waterproof, comfortable, and made to

stand any wear. All styles. :
“The mark of quality” on the genuine

e — - A ————-

—— gy T =

e e i L ——

| i
S -

A Jubilee

—_— T
No. 8 of the Series.

(Copyright 1901 by Chas. Seribner’s Sons.)

The Room of Gold in the British
Museam s probably well enough
known to the inquiring allen and the
travelled American. A true Londoner
however, I myself had never hel.ﬂi
of it until Raflles u;nﬂlr proposed
& raid. .~

“The older I grow, Bunny, the less
I think of your socalled precious
stones. When did they ever bring
in hal? thelr market value in £. 8. 4.7
There was the first little erib we ever
cracked together—yon with your in-
nocont eyes shut. A thousand pounds
that stuff was worth, but how many
hundreds did it actpally fetch? The
Ardagh emeralds weren't much bet-
ter, old Lady Melrose's necklnce was
far worse, but that little lot the other
night has about finished me. A cool
hundred for goods priced well over
four, and £35 to come off Tor bait,
minee we only got A tenner for the
rinz I bought and pald Tor like an nss,

the finest specimens of its kind'
ghould think it was! Bunny, you
Philistine, why can't you admire the
thing for its own sake? It would be
worth having only to live up to! There
pnever was such rich enamelling on
such thin gold, and what a good
scheme to hang the lid up over it, so
that you can see how thin it is. i
wonder If we could lift it, Bunny, by
hook or erook?"

“You'd better try, sir,” sald a dry
volee at his elbow.

The madman seemed to think we
had the room to ourselves, 1 knew
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The Mooney Baker cannot
produce anything better than

Mooney’s Perfection
Cream Sodas

The very best of flour, butter
and cream—the most modern
plant, the very best baker in

Canada. A biscuit superior to
any other you have gver tasted.
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i shot If 1 ever touch a dlamond
agaln! Not If it was the Kohihoor;
thoss few whaeking stones are too well

better, but, like another madman, had

tet him ramble oh uncheeked, And
was a stolld constable confront-

8C Say "Mooney s to your grocer.
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RAFFLES

R ali

Amateur Crackeman,

By B W. Hemung Author of "Ehadow
of the Hape® "Hogue's Maseh," Bie:
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The tradesman had & disa e
#ece, hul for & moment it wm

as he axpaliated on the value of that
¥ing and on the prive his peaple had
secepted far it 1 m invited ta guessd
the dgure, but I sh a discreel head.
§ have seldam bheen more tacitm ia
my life.

“Farty-five pounds, cried the jewel-
‘Jer; “and it would be cheap ag 60 gul-
"méas."”

“That's rvight,” assented TRaflles
“That'd be dead cheap, 1 allow. But
then, my boy, you gotten ready cash,
and don’t you forget it.”

1 do not dwell upon my own mysti-
fication in all this. I merely pause to
state that I was keenly enjoying that
very element. Nothing could havs
béen more typical of Raffles and the
past. It was only my own attitude
that was changed . -

— mppeareq Loat tne mytnical lady,
my sister, had just bgcome engaged
to Raffles, who seemed all anxiety
to pin her down with gifts of price. I
could not quite gather whose gift to
whom was the diamond rimz, but it
had evidently been paid for, and 1
voyaged to the moon, wondering wLY
and how. I was recalled to this planet
by a deluge of gems from the jewel-
Jer's bag. They lay alight In their
cases like the electric lumps above.
We all three put our heads together
over them, myself witho®t the slight
est clue as to what was coming, but

ot unprepared 10F YOIEhES Tor noth-

“Right away,” Raflfles was saying.
“We'll choose for her, and you'lll
change anything she don't like. Is
that the idea?”

“That was my sugzestion, sir.”

“Then come on, Bera. 1 gresa ¥ou
know Badie's taste. . FJeu help me

- chooee.,”

And we chose—Laord! What did
.we nol choose? There was her ring,
a diamond balf hoop. It cost £55,
and thers was no attembk to get 1t for
£00. Then (here was A didmond
weeklol—200 gilneaa, But pounda ad-
eepled. Thal was o be the gift of
e BEdegronm. The walding Wwaa
evidenily imminent 1L Behvored s
8 play & hratherly park. 1 hefefnre
e 1 I-_:'Iu- 5'1“'—"-'—1-“1-“_ I'ull'q-h--lllnhhi ﬂhl‘-’l
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el AlTAld W apeR Y WMouth Wi
Rually oblaining tha &lar e  the
FOAEY B REL R Pl
fell in the five, for pay we eaunld nat,
though a remittance (sald Hafles)
was ‘overdua from Noa York"™

“But 1 den't know you, gentlemen™
ithe jeweller  exclaimed. *1 haven't
even the name of your hotel!"™

“I. tadi you we was stoppin’ with
friends,” sald Raffles, who was not
angry, though thwarted and crushed.
“Hut that's right, air! Oh, that's dead
right, and I'm the last man to ask
you to take Quixotie risks. '¥m try-
in' to figure a way out. Yes, sir,
that's what - I'm tryin' to do™

“] wish you-could, sir” the jeweller
sald with feeling. *“It isn't as.if we
hadn’'t seen the color of your maney.

But certain rules I am sworn to ob- |

serve; it isn't as if I was in business
for myself, and—vyou say you start for
Paris in the morning!"

“On the 9 A. M. train” mused Raf-
fles, “and I've heard mnoend yarns
about the jooclers’ stores in Parrus.
But that ain't fair; don't you take no
notice o” that. Fm tryin' to figure a
way out. Yes, sir!”

He was smoking cigarettes out of a
twenty-five box; the tradesman and I
had cigars. Raffles sat{rowning with
a pregnant eye, and it was only too
clear to me that his pians had miscar-
ried. I could not help thinking, how-
ever, that they deserved 4o do 80 it
he had counted upon buying credit
for all but £400 by a singie payment
of some 10 per cent. That again
seemed unworthy of Raffles, and I,
for my part still sat prepared to

spring any moment at our visitor’'s

throat.
““We could mail you the money from

Parrus,” drawled Rafiles at length.
“Bui ghould we know you'd bhold up

the same articles we've selected to-
wizht 2V
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They had; and the thing was done.
The tradesman did not like it; thw
precaution was absolutely unneces-
sary; but since he was taking all his
goods away with him, the sold with
the unsold, his sentimental ebjections
soon fell to the ground. He packed

necklet, ring and star with his own '

bands in cotton wool, and the cigar-
ette box held them so easily that at
the last moment, when the box was
closed and the string ready, Rafilles
very nearly added a diamond bee
brooch at £51 10s. This temptation,
however, he ultimately overcame, to
the other's chagrin. The cigaretie
box was tied up, and the string sealed,
oddly enough, with the diamond of the
;inzmthndbeanhuughtlndpdd
or.

“Til chance you having another ring
in the store the dead spit of mine”,
laughed Raffles as he relinquished the
bha= gnd it dispppeared into the trades-
man’s bag. And now, Mr. Robinson,
I hope you'll appreciate my true hos-

- nitality in not offering vou anvthine

To drink while business was I1n pio-
gress. ‘That's Chatean Margaux, Bir,
and I shotld judge it's what you'd call
an elghteen-carat artiele.™

In the eab which we took to the vi-
einity of the flat I was instantly sunb-
bed for askihg questions which the
driver might easily overhear, and 1
took the repulse just a little to heart
I eoild make neither hefd nof tall
of Raffles' dealinga with the man from
Regeit atveet and was naturally Ih-
%u!am'rn ag to the menning of It &l

Wtk I held my tongee wintll we had
Fesnined the fal I the cantloune Man:
REF o OuF exit, ARd aveR Thare Wi

LW Rames radlled ma with & hand on
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"Yau bR sald  he "Why
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| wnder his hreath, Rat, 1 am afvald, aul

ARY Feapect foF Wy Fedeeming pre:
hit heeause we wers (AKIng

i
# mtqa\lhl alring en tha voaf alter &
whale day of June in ﬂ':nu flat he-
low. The slars shone averhea
- lights of London undermeath, an
tween the lips of Raflea a cigaretie
of the old and only brand. 1 had sent
| in secret for a box of the best. The
boon had arrived that night, and the
foregoing speech was the first result.

coptention was so manifestly unsound.

“And how are you going to get rid
of your gold 1 said I pertinently.

“Nothing easier, mv dear rabbit®

*]s your Room of Gold a roomful of
sovereigns

Raffies laughed softly at my scorn.

“No, Bunny, it's principally in the
shape of archaic ormaments, whose
value, I admit, is largely extrinsic. But
gold, from Phoenicia to Klondike, and
if we cleared the room we should
eventually do very well.”

“How?"

“] should melt it down into a nug-
get and bring it home from the U. B.
A. to-morrow."”

“And them?"

“Make them pay up in hard cash
' across the counter of the Bank of
England And you can make them.”

That I knew, and so said nothing
for a time, remaining a hostile though
a silent critic, while we paced the
eool black Jeads with our bare feet
softly as cats.

“And how do you propose to gel
enough away,” at len 1 asked, “to
make jt worth while

“Ah, there you have It,” sald Raf-
fles. "I only propose to reconnoltre
the ground 4o see what we can see.

Wi hy eouldn't you tell wme what you |
were going te de?™ 1 retoried a8 of |

Fore
“Hecause yaur dear ald phis is atill
warth it's welght in innepence, and
becanse you never eould act far nuts!
You looked as pussled as the olher

| poar devil, but you wouldn't if you

had known what my game really waa."

“And pray what waa it*™

“That,” sald Rafles, and he-smaek-
ed the cigarette hox down upon the
mantelpiece, It was not tied; it waa
not sealed. It fiew open from the
foree of the impaet, And the dia-
mond ring that cost £95, the necklet

for £200 and my flaming star at an- |

other £100, all three lay safe and
snug in the jeweller's own cotton

wool!
“Duplicate boxes!"™ I.eried.

*Juplicate boxes, my brainy Bunny. '

One was already packed and weight-
ed and in my pocket. I don't know
whether you noticed me weighing the
three things together in my hand? I
know that neither of you -saw me
change the boxes, for I did it when 1
was nearest buying the bee brooch at
the end,-and you were too puzzled and
the other Johnny too keen.
the cheapest shot in the game. The
dear ones were sending old Theobald
to Southampton on a fool’s errand yes-
terday aiernoon, and showing one’s
own nose down Regent street in broad
daylight Wwhile ‘he was gone; but some
things are worth paying for, and cer-
tain risks one must always take. Nice
boxes, aren't they? I only wished
they contained & better cigaretie, bud
a netorious brand was essential. A
box of Sullivans would have brought
me to life to-morrew.”

“But they oughta’t to open it to-

' morrow.”

“Nor will they, as 8 matter of fact.
Meanwhile, Bunny, I may call

Jnﬂrﬂdufthemmdmﬂu_fmmMuttheM'

“I'm on for any mortal thing!”
“] kpow you are and I kmew you
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Because we make medicines for them.
They know all about Ayer’s Cherry Pec-
toral, so they prescribe it for coughs,
colds, bronchitis, weak lungs, consump-
tion. They trust it. Then you can afford
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'We paced the cool, black leads with
our bare feet.

We might find some hiding place for
a night; that, I am afrald, would be
our only chance."

“Have you ever been there before?

“Not since they get the one good,
portable plece which I believe that
I they exhibit now. It's a long time
l.:lnm I read of it—I can't remember

where—but I know they have got a
.gold cup of sorts worth several thou-
sands. A number of the Immorally
rich clubbed together and presented it
to the nation, and two of the richly
immoral intend to snaffle it for them-
selves. At any rate we might go
apd have a look at it, Bunny, don’t
you think?"

! Think! I seized his arm.
!  “When? When? When?" I asked
‘like.a quick-firilng gun.

“The sooner the better, while gl
Theobald’s away on his honeymoon:™
| Our medico had married the week
| before, nor was any fellow-practitioner
taking his work—at least not that
considerable branch of it that con-

! gisted of Rafles—during his brief ab-

sence fromn town. There were rea-
sons, delightfully obvious to us, why
such a plas would have been highly
was sending kim daily screeds and both
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wiD were m town at thé Trme. The
Diamond Jubilee was upon us, the
Queen’s weather had already set inm.
Raflles, indeed, declared it was as hot
as Italy and Australia put together;
and certainly the short summer nights
gave the channels of woofl and as-
phalt and the continents of and
mortar but little time to ecool. = At

B ] the pigerns were
clooning among the shadows of the
grimy colonade, and the stalwart jani-
tors looked less stalwart than usual,
as though their medals were too heavy
for them. I ged some habitual
Readers going to their labor under
neath the dome; of mere visitors we
seemed among the first.

“That's the room,”™ sald Raffles,
who had bought the two-penny gulde,
as we studled it openly on the nearest
bench: "number 43, upstalrs and
sharp round to the right. Come on,
Bunny!"

And he led the way
with a long methodieal atride which

I eould not vaderstand untll we came
te the ecorrldor leading to the Hoom
of Qold, when he turied to me for A
moment,

whA hundred and Whirynine yanla
from thie to the apen alrFeel” sald
RaMes, "nol connting the slalre, |1
Euppoae we conld 40 (L In twehly see

onds, hut IF we did wa ahanld have o
#mm the gates, N8, Fou sl Fememn:

af lo loalf out al slow Wmareh, HunRy,
whether you Hke 1t oF vt

"Hul m alked about & Widing
place far & Righy™

"Qulle so—for all nlght. We ahould
have (o got back, go on lying low, and
sauntar ont with the orewd nest day
=after dolng the whale show thor

oughly "
With geld In our pook-

“What!
ﬂ_t-“._

“And gold in our boots, and gold
up the sleevea and legs of our suits!
You leave that to me, Bunny, and
walt till you've tried two pairs of
trousers sewn together at the foot!
This is enly a preliminary reconnol-
tre. And here we are.”

1t is none of my business to describe
the socalled Room of Gold, with
which 1, for one, was not a little dis-
appointed. The glass cases, which
both fill and line it, may con-
tain ue examples of the gold- |

's in times and places of
which one heard enough in the course
of one’s classical education; but, from
a professional point of view, I would
as lilef have the ransacking of &
gingle window in the West End as
the pick of all those spolls of Etru-
ria and of ancient Greece. The gold
may not be so soft as it appears, but
it certainly Jooks as though you could

business cnds of the

in l‘“!llﬂ'. h“l 1

Eighty per cent. of all the
brushessoldinCanadaare
Bosckh goods. The best
cquipped factories in the
whole country, the most
skiilled workmen on the
continent and the best
materials money can buy
combine to produce this
result, Reliable dealers
always recommend ,

here
Ing us I the ahort tunle that they
weab A sumbier, his whistls on Iia
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caught; it was at once
publiospirited, that of the enthusi

. astic savant, afraid for a national

treasure which few appreciated as he
did himself. And, to_be sure, the
three of us now had treasury to
ourselves. One or two others had
been there when we entered, but now
they were gone.

“I'm not single-handed,” sald the
officer comfortably. “See that seat
by the door? One of the attendants
sits there all day long.™ :

“Then where {8 he now?”

*Falking to another attendant jusi
outside.” my own mind 1 even
guestioned whether they were In the
corridor thro which we had come.
To me it soun ag though they were
just outslde the ecorridor.

"You mean the fellow with the bl
llard eve who was here when we came
¥ pursued RafMea,

“ihat wash't & bllllard oue! It Was
;1 1:011':11:“,“ the intelligent oMcer ex:

alfed,

"It ouglit to be A javelin” sald Rat
flea neFvoialy, "Il ouEbl 1o be A
wieaxe! The publie treasure ought
o be belter guarded than this, 1}
shall write to the Thaea about It, You
gea I 1 don™i™

All &l onpe, yol poméhow nol &0
suddenly a8 te exclie susplelon, Raf
fies had became the elderly bhusybody
with nervea; why 1 could not for the
e of me tmagine, and the pollveman

seamed equally at mea
vLar' bless vou, sir,” sald he, “I'm

all right, Don't you bother your head

about me™
“Hut you havean't evem got A trum-

cheon!™

“Not likely to want one either. You
gee, sir, it's early as yet. In a few
minutes these here rooms will All up,

and there's safety In numbers, as they
say.”

“Oh, it will 41l up soon, will 1t?"
:‘”’.; minute now, sir.”

“It ism't often empty as long as this,
gir. It's the jubllee, 1 suyppose.”

“Meanwhile what if my frlend and
I had been professional thieves? Why,
we couid have overpowered you in an
instant, my good fellow!™

“That you couldn't; leastways not
without bringing the whole place
about your ears.”

“Well, 1 shall write to the Times all

I'm a connolsseur in all

this sort of thing, and I won't have
unnecessary risks run with the na-
tion's property. You said there was
an attendant just outside, but he
sounds were at
the end of the
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