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“L.got A

this way.”

et | miwajye lieky,

an' they have bhad four
entered since then.”
was genuine news to me, and 1
interested. John continuped:
are sllck ones, too, for they
leave any trace behind them.
_ detectives from the city don’t
able to do anything. They
from the city over night an’
again afore mornin’. Bat
find any of the stolen goods
any of the pawnshops. It's

mystery to be a-hangin’ over
You can't tell which bhouse

rebbed next. The servants are
* about leavin’, an’ nobody
e. I zin't sayin’ that I'm not
I'm lvin’ out here over the
d of in the house. They
er the stables, an’ I suppose
(7]
'd go to Mr. Goddard's as-
an slarm was glven at
said
“d aim't employed for that,” John re-
plied evasively, shifting his eyes from
object to ebject. “I've got a wife an’
child to look after, an’ there ain't no
reason why I should get killed to save
my master a few dollars.”

“No? Well, I'd go as soon as I found
he was in trouble.”

“Well, you haven't anybody depend-
ent gpon you,” he answered.

“That's true.” Then I added: *“You
say most of the houses around here
have been entered in the last month or
twe. Has Mr. Goddard’s been rob-
bed 7

“No; his an’ Dr. Squires’ are "bout
the only ones that haven't been rob-
bed.”

“That’s eurious,” I reflected alond.

“Not at 2ll. We expect the robbers
any night bere, an’ that's why the serv-
ants all threaten to leave. The rob-
bers wouldn’t take the trouble to break
iats Dr. Squires’, fur there ain't nothin’
-in that old piace to take. He’s too poor
te have anything valuable aroun’.”

Breakfast at this juncture inter.
rupted - John's talk, and we had no
chancs to renew it that morning. But
about noen the snbject was recalled to
me rather forcibly by the appearance
of Mr. Goddard. He loocked troubled
and -dissatisfiled. He came into the
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barn dressed in his ordinary morning

mmoking jacket

“Jehn, I've got to make some change
heve,” he said. “My butler has be-
come frightened over the recent rob-
beries and won't stay, and the rest of
the servants are up in arms too. They
all talk of leaving. I must have some
manservant in the hoose who isn't
afraid of every little sound and ready
to jump at his own shadow. Now the
question is,

He locked &
me. :

“f bave a family to look after,” John
began to stammer, and as he spoke a
look of snnoyance swept across Mr.

I did net let bim finish, for T knew
that be would only get himself into
deeper water by displaying his coward-
ice. As a poed,faithful coachman and
kindly husband John was & success,
but as & man of courage he was a total
failure,

“If you bave no ob ir, 1

to offer myself as one will-

cantly from John to

in the house and look after

“1 don’t

sald modestly.

will find me afraid of any-
ybody that may attempt -

bouse.”

not belp noticing a pleased

n on his face, although at

1 expected he would resent my

~ay) I recovered from my
cleaned my

lift most of the way out”
‘answered. 1 caught a milk wagon

Now, if that

peam me I'd wamped all the way
et a soul unless It waa
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burglar scire passes away. It seems

pot be caught. I would give consid-
erable myself as a reward just to break
themn up, for they are making the life
of our neighbors miserable out here.”

“Do you think that there {s a gang of
them 7' I asked boldly. .

“Certainly,” he sald, without hesita-
tion. “How else could the robberies
be committed with such success? Why,
have you any reason to belleve other-
wise?"

He looked sbarply at me, and my
eres wandered from his as I answered:

“No, except that I belleve a gang
could not operate as successfully as
one good akilled professional rubber.

Where there afe too mALY one or inofe
will get into trouble soomer of later,
and they will sqieal uipon the others.”

wPhAt'S very (rue, very true he
gald reflectively. "1 Lad never thought
of that, and yet, yes, Jenklos, the de
tective, eame to that coneclusion soibe
time age, but I sconted the Jdem May
be there 13 more iB the Idea than |
thought, I will think abeut it, and If
such & man 18 really terrorising the
peighborood I should llke to see him
captured, [ believe I will offer a pe
ward myself fer his capture,"”

“It would be a goed idea,” I replied,
“for you would probgbly never have to
pay the reward."” -

“Why not?™

*Well, becguse a man sharp enough
to evade detection all this time is Dot
lkely to be caught by somebody work-
ing to get a reward.”

“That may be, but I shall offer the
reward at once. I'll make it a thow-
sand dollars for the man's capture and
another thousand for his conviction.”

“That ought to be sufficlent to tempt
any confederate to squeal and turm
state’s evidence.”

“It might be, but I should hate te
see the money go to a confederate, for
It is my private opinion that a man
who tells of his comrade In crime fora
reward is worse than the man who is
captured. He is not only a crimioal
himself, but 2 coward and traitor.”

Mr. Goddard’'s eyes flashed sharply
as he spoke, but I turned away withe
out further remark. I knew for whose
benefit the words were spoken. Did
he think for an instant that I would
turn traitor and clalm the reward
which he had offered for his own cap-
ture and conviction? And yet how eas-
iy I could do 1t? He had placed him-
self in my power, and now he seemed
to challenge me upon my bhonor to be-
tray him.

Eut, then, he had saved my l/fe once,
and he undoubtedly knew human na-
ture well enough to satisfy himself
that there was no danger of my be-
traying him. He had in reality mads
a coup d'etat in rescuing me from the
fangs of the savage Dane the night be-
fore. He could easily have stood aside
and let the hound finish me, placing
me beyond all possibility ef ever after-
ward annoying him, but his interfer-
ence, coupled with my sudden change
of position which brought me daily in-
to closer contact with hjm, convinced
me that he wanted to use me for some
purpose. Either he had some object
to attain through me or he wished to
make me his confederate in order to
dispose of the goods he must have col-
lected, for I had no doubt that the se-
ries of robberies in the neighberhood
had been committed by him.

- What his purpose was I felt curious
to know, and I looked forward to fu-

shall I install there?” .

valuables of the house,

| and it was a satisfaction to look at all

this wealth even though I had no right
fn any of it. The curious circumstance
that I should ever be placed as a guard
over so much treasure amused me and
Induced speculations in my mind about
the uncertainties and Inconsistencles
of life. A man of my profession must

.of necessity be something of a philos-
. opher.

How else could he accept the
continugl risk of capture and convie-
tion and silence all qualms of fear and
conscience when engaged om delicate
and dangerous jobs? There are ups
and downs in every life, I suppose, but

. none more so than in that of the pro- |

fessgional burglar.
The second day of my installation as
butler In the bouse was marked by an

interesting event. Dr. Squires and

Miss Stetson both appeared at lunch.
This meeting was not premeditated
by my master. It was apparently
purely accidental.
About noon the two visitors appeared
at the house on -horseback. My mas-
ter did not see them at first. He was

smoking In his dressing room when '

the clatter of horges’ hoofs on the hard,

gravelly drive attracted his attention. I ' ;
was passing through the room at the them?

time, removing the remnants of a late |

breakfast.

“Who's that coming, Wililam? he |

asked.

I the : |
Was near winduwlnd.hoﬂnt: ‘man that be would kill them if he fed

out, replied:

“Miss Stetson, sir, and I think the
man they call Dr. Squires. I've never
met bhim, but from what John sald I
Judge it is"—

A sudden exclamation from my mas-

gtrapge that the gang of thieves caD-

e — -

ter mUerrupres me, auu  Turned i
time to see his face deathly pale. He

recovered himself immediately, how-

ever,
“Dr. Squires and Miss Stetson, yon

say?
“Yes, sir.”

Then with admirable composure @nd_

wi t tact he sald:

-%hfr;:; 1 forgot-to tell you, Wil
lam, that they were coming here to
lunich today. Have a good lunch for
them at 2.

Then He hurriedly changed hls coat |

udnppﬂredlnthemni-t_ﬂ:dmﬂmi

to greet the guests. Through the open

doors I could hear their voices.

“How do you do, Charles? Ready
for early visitors? I didn't belleve you
were up yet?”

It was the loud, gruff voice of the
doctor. Then a feminine volce sald
apologetically, I thought:

“Good morning, Charles! I"l':
riding this morning with my man,
we met Dr. Squires. He insisted that
we should come around here. So I
consented provided he would promise
to make you go off for a ride with us.”
“Yes, that was the agreement, and to
"h:.: word good Yyou

“Well, I hada't thought of going out
this morning, but I will eccompany
you if you will both agree to come
back here and take ltnch.” .
“Phat's the man of Dbusiness’

laughed the doctor. “He exacts a fee
for he gives, He won't even

#ide with us, Miss Belle, unlesa Wwe
gwear to return apd lupeh with Riwm.
Well, as for my part I agree to It, for
Obarles always tempts me with his

lunohes."
'?‘m pot hoar the replies as they

moved into the parlor, but I knew

elough to convince me that my manter

senaldve about bis jealousy
, And that not even to me

admit it,
few minutes later I saw tham

on & Hery, coal black steed on her right

and my master on her left with his
fine white Arabian mare. It was a
spectacular aight to watch them, know-

tng as I dld somethiag of thelr Uvea T
—ewwsroc WIICD S0 Would select In

the end—the black or the white?
Promptly at 2 they returned, a little

fatigued by the ride, but jovial and in |

excellent splrits.

When the doctor came into the dining
room, I scrutinized him carefully. He
gave me no particular notice, and tais
left me to myself to examine him., My
distant view through the fleldglasses
had been pretty correct, but on closer
examination he revealed the most dis-
tinet features of his face—his coal
black, brilliant and restless eyes. These
eyes never laughed, not even when he
was convnlsed with merriment. They
were always cold, penetrating and, as I
thought, sardonic. They seemed to
repel and fascinate at once. They eas-
ily dominated everything that came
under thelr sway.

He was talkative and lively to a de-
gree, forming the life of the party, but
the eyes that so atiracted seldom took
notice of me. An uncontrollable desire
to have them centered on me for an in-
stant to fathom their meaning seized
me. To accomplish this I spllled some
of the salad dresaing on his coat sleeve.
He turned a wrathrul look at me, and

I had one long, steady gaze into those

eyes. So intent was I that I forgot to
be confused at my mishap. The inci-
dent occupied only a minute, but in
that short space I bad read the char-
acter of the man,

“What sort of servants do you have
here, Charles?' he broke out savagely
when the dressing filtered down from
his coat sleeve to the floor.

My master looked annoyed and quick-
1y apologized.

“He is a new man, doetor, and you
must overlook this accident.”

The conversation flowed on freely
after that, and the mishap was soon
forgotten.

When the wine and cigars were
brought, they retired to an open bal-
<ony just off the dining room. Through
the open window I could still hear
their talc. Most of it was of little
consequence to me, but finally the
‘words of the doctor made me prick op

my ears.
3y we way, Cnarles, you spoke or a

friend of yours baving a couple of
Dane hounds for sale. 'Can I secure
them for a nominal price?’

“Yes, I can get them and make you

" & present of them. But why do you

want two more? You bhave two of the

. finest Danes I ever saw.”

“No, I haven't any.”

“Haven't any?’ ejaculated both my
master and Miss Stetson.

“No; they are both dead,” replied the
-doctor slowly.

“Why, how s that? What killed

“They simply died. My man over-
Ted them, I Imagine, and they both
dled yesterday of convulsions.”

“How strange!”

“No, not strange at all. I told my

‘them too freely while they got no ex
-ercise.”
“You don’t think he poisoned them?”

asked Miss Stetson.
“No, certainly not. I attended them

erty. No real

woman ever sold

her heart for the

luxuries of life.

Rut maoy a woman who has gladly faced
the man she , may well

' i yedr.
e Tut | omumenced, (s me Dt Pletous
Fregeiptlon sod ovien esica Dl
{ .hll ofies.’ Now | ltL com-
¥ ef using =iz bollles of Dr
‘s meglicines. [am glad to say his medi-
cine has m e A hew Womah
Weak and sick wotnen, especially those
autff frowm diseases of long standing,
are in to consult Dr. Pierce by let.
Ler, .an All noe ia held
as strictly private and sacredly confis
dential, ddress Dr., R, V. Plerce,
Puffale, N. ¥,
Dr, Merce's Pleasant Pellets are easy
and pleasant to take, A wmost effective
lawative,

— — W T o ol

bodies afterward, There was no sign

| of poison in their stomachs.™

Then he made arrangements with my
master to secure the two bhounds from
his friend.

1 did pot listen to the descriptions of
the new bounds or to the terms of the
agreement. My mind was more con-
ecerned aboupt the doctor's reason for
concealing the attempted robbery of
his house. Why did bhe lle about the
death of the two Danes and why did
he not report the facts of the case to
the police? These were questions that

| I could not dismiss from my mind, al-
| 'though I tried to be convinced that it
' 'was patural for such a man as De,

Squires to hush-up anything ke a sen-

| sation. It would only attract people
' to his workshop, which be wanted to

. keep quiet and exclusive,

as I could wish for my

purpose, but thia did

net by any means ar-
| gone that they did not
meet often. On the contrary, I found
that Mr. Goddard had almost daily
meetings with the doctor in his office
and that the latter was subjecting him
to a course of treatment for the mys-
terious disease that had been inherited
from past generations. Curiosity to
know what this complaint was and
what Dr. Squires was prescribing for
its cure possessed me, and (like my

L.other fits of Inquisitiveness) I deter-

mined to satisfy it upon the first pos-
sible occaslon.

About a week after the eccurrence
just related I was called into my mas-
ter's room. He had not yet risen from
his bed. and I knew by the pallor of
&n moo-iGAT DS WAS HOT B well ke
gsual.

“William, I want you to take a note
for me around to Dr. Squires. I can-
pot keep my appolntment with him
this morning.”

“Yes, sir,” I said, waiting for him to
give me further instructions.

He closed his eyes for a moment as
it wincing from some secret pain.

“1 do not feel like writing,” he sald
a moment later. “You can take a ver-
bal message, Willilam, can't you?™

“Certainly. I will repeat it word for
word.”

“Well, I believe you are to be trust-
ed. I have taken a great fancy to you.
My other man I never felt that I could
trust, and, if he had been honest, he
was always so stup!d that he would
get everything mixed up. But 1 think
you .are gifted with more than ordi-
nary intelligence.”

I simply bowed my head and made
no comment,

“And as modest as intelligent,” he
added, with a faint sign of a smile,
“Some day maybe you can help me in

| a higher way than at present.”

“I should be delighted to do anything
for you, s=ir,” I answered sincerely.
“You will find me falthful enough to
trust with anything—secrets or any-
thing."”

He looked long and inquisitively at
me and then said, with the most Im-
perturbable emile on his face:

\“Do you know that 1 sometimes
fancy I've seen vour face somewhere
before—that is, before you came inte
my employment.”

I knew that this was a test question,
and I answered it accordingly:

“Probably. We often meet faces by
chance in the world and forget them
until reminded of them by some later
incident.™

“Yes, true. Yon're guite a philoso-
pher, too, Willlam.”

“Enough to accept life as it comes
without a demur,” 1 answered.

“Well, that {s more than I can do

'mmeﬂmu But to return to business.

You know that 1 have appolntments
with Dr. Squires nearly every day.
Well, this is one of the mornings, and
1 do not feel energetic enough to keep
it. Go and tell him that I cannot come
before temorrow. If he sends any an-
swer back, remember It and tell me.
That's all.”

-~ He dropped his head upon the
I with-

- drew as quietly =« T gould,

‘proached 1t I

fookéd with Interest at
various objects that had become indel-

1m [pon @y memory from
fhe eiperience of that sventful night

wihen I attempted to enter the house.

7 bad by 10 mehos given up dll idea of
e!p]bﬂbni ‘the foterfor of the haunted

!I'.-urule. but was merely pestpouing the

second trial for a mere opportune time.
Meanwhile everythiug about the prem-
jses assumed some speclal importance
10 me.

I wished very much to see the lote-
rior of the bouse in the daytime, and
I determined to force an entrance at
all hazards In delivering my message
to the doctor. | feared tbe doctor
would come outside on the plazza or
that his servant might iosist upon tak-
ing the message In to tbe doctor. To
avold this, if possible, I stopped some
distance from the place, hitched my
borse to a tree and approached the
bouse on foot, keeping well In the
shadow of trees and shrubberies to
prevent anybody seelng me.

1 succeeded so well In this ruse that
1 reached the piatza witbout belng dis-
covered. Tbe bell, whieh I rang, ech-
oed throughout the gloomy ioterior of
the bouse so discordantly that it made
one thiok of ghosts and departed spir-
its. [ seemed to hear the sourry of
footsteps, as If the bell bad given the
alarto to 'noumerable rats and mice,
but & toment later | waa satisfiad
that the opolse was made by bhuman
feel.

The doctor's servant—a dark, dried
up speclnen of a muwmy from |odia-—
glided toward the door, making the
scufiog volse with his sandals, The
man‘s eyed were wmall and beadilke,
and bis nrme and fiogers were loug and
bony, bhut they wWere nDevertheleas
siropg and asctive, He shuflled to
ward the door with ap anxious look
on his face, He was evidently dis
rarbed Ly the thouglt that somebody
had approached the Louse without at-
tractiug Lis attention,

He refused to open the door more
than a foot and stood there waking a
guttural sound as Iif tryiog to ask my
errand.

*] have a message for Dr. Bquirea”™
] said

He stuck out a Jong, bony hand as If

to take the letter which he supposed 1
had. At least be could hear and was
familiar with the English language. 1

‘also believe that he could speak and
‘that his dumbness was merely preténd-

ed But there is no way to make a

-"What business have you to force your
self into any u's house™

-3¢ 18 DOT 4 letter,” 1 aaded as he
beld out his hand for some time. *“1
have a message to deliver—a verbal

¥

He shook his bead apd witbdrew his

band.

“Let me In, and tell the doctor 1
want to see him.”

Again he sbook his bead and made
an inarticulate guttoral sonnd.

I was getting impatient at the delay
and the man’'s stubbornness. Placing
a foot in the crack of the door, I held
it so0 that be conld not slam it in my
face.

“I tell you I bave a message from
Mr. Goddard, and 1 must see the doc-
tor,” I said in decided tones. ““Will
gyou let me in or must I force myself
fn

1 could see that the man was in a
guandary. He wanted me to stand
outside while he went and told the
doctor, but I bad no intention of re-
tiring. He motioned for me to remove
my foot, but I gnswered him blandly:

“Not until I see Dr. Squires. You
may as well go first as last and tell
him that Mr. Goddard bas sent a mes-
senger to see him."

Gradnally the wrathful, beady eyes
shifted from me to a seat in the hall
He was evidently deliberating upon
the best step to take, and I could see
the line of his reasoning.

“Let mae stand In the hall until you
go and call him,” I said, “or I will take
that seat there and wait.”

This time my proposition was ac-
cepted. The man shook his head at-
firmatively, pointed to the chuir and
then cautiously opened the dcor. I

in and made & move to take
the seat, but I had no intentlon of stay-
jug In the hall after once galning an
entrance. When the man turned his
back upon me, I guietly followed him
fo the doctor's office. He made some
§igns to somebody in the room, and I
: the gruff words of the doctor
gk
“Who is it that Charles has sent?"

I stepped to the doorway and replied:

“I'm his butler, but this copper col-
pred servant of yours refused to ad-
mit me. I had to force myself In.”

The servant started around as if to
¢lutch me by the throat, and the doc-
W an exclamation that

' very much lfke an oath,

“What business have you to force

_ into anybody’'s bouse?” he de-

in a rough volee.
. To be contipged, /| .
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CAMPBELL'S CHINA HALL.

We are direct importers and sell at closest profits. Give y
a call. You can find many suggestions for an acceptable
Christmas Gift.

OUR GROCERY STORE ‘IS COMPLETE WITH

CHRISTMAS GOOD=E

AND STAPLE NECESSARIES

It pays to buy the Best, especially when we can almost
always sell you as cheap as inferior Goods cost you.

o s —— ——

ARCH.;CAMPBELL,

GROCERIES : KENT-ST. CHINA HALL : WILLIAMSST,

KN KAK K&K K &Kl KR

YOU A PRISONER?

BANDS of men are of disease as redy
[T hihey wore con behind the bars. ARy

have [ r owna chaineg by the viess of sarly youth,
poau re 10 coutagivus disrase, or the egossss Of maBb .-l

¥ur feal thay are nul the men Luey ought Lo be or W be,
vim, vigor !‘.l.‘ vilailly of manhosd are . A
e ViUl posdent 7 tired in the moralag T have you I
Toroe you 1‘[(1:&-4-:'1 work ! bave you lttle am- 1LY
tion and 4 you irritable and excitable? sres
(14 and hay .'l-nu.u'ln:.r S Y punrnd
braln Ihurm back with dreams and 'ossss sl
wight ¥ Lid urise 7 weak sexually 7—you bave H

‘Nervous Debility asd Seminal Weakness.

Our NEW METROD TREATMERT is guaras to
Cure ow Pay. 385 years in Detredl. K
.

€ Security, Beware of ¢ old
ans. Consultatien Free.

% reliable
Free. 4"' te for Question Hlaak for Home Trearment.

Ors. Kennedy & Kergan,

148 SRELBY STREET. DETROIW, HICH.
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Do you want to buy the best pump in Canada ? If se,
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00— | Bal
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get one of the Dennis Patent Pumps. They draw water 31—1 Bro

tast and work easy. We manufacture these pumps in diffes-

32—2 Hh:
332 Ku

ent sizes in wood and iron, and will guarantee satisfactions, o, .

with them in any depth of well up to 150 feet.

For Pumps, Fump Fixings and REepairs,

Call on -

SYLVESTER BROS. M'F'G C0., Lindsay.
J. J. WETHERUP,

Sole Representative of

35—1 Gre
362 Gre
also Windmills37—1 Sed
33—2 I..d
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VIASON & RISCH PIANOS AND “—!

PIANOLAS.

WH-LESALE AND Byram. DeirLss 1IN

PIANOS and’

1 recommend the Masox & Riscm
Piano~, the FuLL and DoxiNion Pianm
wnd Urgam.

A FEW SECOND HAND ORGANS FROM $10 TO $25.

Examinatiou of Instcruments respectfully eolicited, and any infermation
res;ecting MARON & RISCH PIANOS wul be most chee: fully given, either by

J. J. Weraerve, Liodsay, or by

L LOCHREED, M.A. Pistrict Sm tendent,
Musou & Ruch Piavo C 0., Ltd | 32 King Streec West, Toronte

SEWING MACHINES —The Rotary : : _
Stacdard, The New Williams, Tne Do- All Jostruments and AMachines will be

meet:c and The Wheeler and Wilson.

sold oo most iberal terms.
I have nix ta~ Jets for mie in & Dioo
cou¥ . *ent Inealit | within five minu.es

J. J. WETHERUP. wmpast
The Canada Life Assupanee (.

A Business Proposition.

We offer you a better investiment than Covernment Bonds

Better for three reasons,

1st.—Canada Life 5§ per cent. Gold Bonds yield a much higher
rate of interest than Government Bonds,

20d,—They are paid for by instalments—thus placed within the
reach of men without capital.

3rd.—They are insured. That is, should the investor die after
paying only one instalment on his bonds, all his futuse payments ®
the Company would be immediately cancelled and the benefits of bis
investment wrauld =t once become available.

Adc to all these advantages the very material one that the invest
or shares in the surplus carnings of this leading Company, and yo
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have an copportunity for safe and profitable investment rarely equal® 38 w. ..
A handsome baoklet, giving a full explanation, will be sent on reque 8350 B

W.R. WIDDESS.
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