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Goodwill, good cheer, the gifts
== we give and receive, our emjoyment
o! children’s delight, or our more intimate,
«lfish sense of utter freedom from the
workaday world and our complete relaxation

the happiness of the day that comes but
ice a year?

JVe pick and choose, each to his taste; but
do not the most discriminating overlook onme
feature of Christmas which is best of ali—
which, indeed, is all that underlies the Christ-
mas of feasting and rest and enjoyment, as we
observe it?

For it is Christmas, above all other holi-
lays, swhich, in its divine origin, makes us
feel most intimately the kinship of mankind;
reminds us most tenderly of the homestead we
knew when we were young; perpetuates within
us the good cheer and the goodwill of the
grandfathers who lived before us; stirs in our
living hearts the love that welled high in the
bosoms of our forefathers; carries us back 1o
the beginnings of our people, and brings us
close—wvery, very close—to that ancient,
strong, kind Mother Earth from which we
sprang.
All these Christmas customs we delight
in—have they, in themselves, the essence of
the high pleasure we draw out of them? Is

?‘T HE best of Christmas—whar is it2

it not, rather, that we put into them all that

we have felt and lived and absorbed of what
we accepted from boyhood, as the spirit of
hallowed happiness?

Grave or gay, lively or severe, our Christ-
mases live by the genius of the peoples who
have made us what we are. Like it much. or
like it little, and change in the future as we
have in the past, our Christmas began in Eng-
land so very long ago that, for its most popu-
lar feature, as well as for ome of its newest
rites, we must hark back to the time when
England was nigh to simple barbari:m and
the Feast of the Nativity was only a listle
while come into its own in Rome.

“Bametimes—(in our grave house
Observe this happensth not:)
But at times, the svergreen laurel boughs.

And t(he holly are all forgot!
Ané thea'! ~hat themT Why. the men laugh low,

And hang np a branch of—the mistle I
Oh. brave is the laurel! and brave is the holly!
But the mistietns banisheth melancholy!

Ah nobody knows. BOT ever know.

T hat !s done under the _nistlatosl!™

ARRY CORNWALL said that—or, to be precise, he
B wrote {t—in his prologue to the masgue, “Recol-

lections of Old Christmas,” which was performed,

by the desire of Lady Londesborough, at Grims-
tom, In 1550.

It is only a few years since Americans in large cities
began to appreciate the significance of mistletoe, which
mmemorial usage had made indispensable for the Eng-
lsn Christmas.

At first specially imported, =8 shamrocks wers spe-
eally imported afterward from Ireland im March, it bas
Spread from the homes of the traveled rich and those
Mray farmhouses where the tradition had been cherished
‘hrough the centuries, to the trays and baskets of street
venders, until now none so dull as to be blind to the
“Sew” Chrisimas fashion—and few so poor as to forfeit
s delicious privilege.

But we have merely rediscovered the England of
REes and ages ago, which we tried to forget when we ex-
thanged free mistletoe for free tea, so that we might tax
Both of them ourselves when we chose to; we have only
@arried ourselves back to the beginning of our oldest
Christmas emblem, the Christmas tree. e e o

» BACK TO THE DRUIDS

And we have hereticized ourselves from our very
Cheistianity 1o don the shaggy bearskins and bear the
ha"'_-'ul"--if- spears of the Drulds that we were.
hhl'n-a;- Food Pope Gregory who, s a Roman deacon,
_m_:‘-t- the blonde British slaves in the market place and
:I".r' therm the memorable compliment, “"Not Angles, but

BFis.” nud a memory as long as his wit was keen.

He bure 1n mind those falr and blooming faces, with
e :I-h Eurenlrys of lame and :‘l‘.ﬂd, which made him think
5. heaven he aspired to, and he could mot bear lo
.'-'::I:f thess seraph souls as fallen forever into the pit

AMNIBTH.
Wihen he became bishop of Rome. and Knew the world
hs footstool, the marriage of Bertha, daughter of
Fraukish king, Chadibert of Paris, with Aethelberht,
tﬂ-" Krmi gave him the apportunity he awalted.

It's jew queen was a Christian, Through her, and
o arangements with the ruiers of Gaul, FPope Greg-
h.::"HL Augustine with a band of monks to Eng-

Th;‘“ the fallen angels his artistic spirit loved.

. arded, In the year 57, where Hengest had
¢ dag 2 century befors them, In the Isle of Thanet. King
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above Minster, witnessed their arrival, made with all
the solemn pomp of the ancient church, for Augustine
entered Kent bearing a sliver cross hung with a banner
painted with the figure of the Saviour, while behind him
cams a long train of choristers, intoning the Kyrie
Eleison.

Pope Gregory—zealous Christian, yet liberal artist—
was apostolic, but not fanatic, and apostolic, too, was the
wise Augustine. He carried out his Instructions. that ha
accommodate the Christlan worship as much as possible
Mthtmmlﬂfthlpﬂpla_ﬂlhlmpllﬂctlﬂl!ﬂr

discretion.
The Anglo-Saxons were fond of thelr feasts, for, what

with the misfortunes of their rude living, they fasted
often enough. So, when the great Christmas festival of
the pew falth was instituted, they were permitied to
kill and eat their huge oxen to the glory of God, as they
had previously dorne to the exaltation of the devil
December’'s season had beeén known as “Aerra Geola,"

they variously called him.
went out into the deep groves and pald tribute
u:mmﬂmtnmlﬂhmtmnllutmpunum
ﬂthnmﬂﬂﬂnu,lndulrnmumﬂﬂmhﬂ-m
branches of mistletos for plous reverence.
All-embracing Christianity gathered In the customs
with the people; the living tree and the budding twig be-
eame part of the Yuletide festival
.l.ndthtﬂhﬂlﬂlnmﬂd-muftn&lr.unﬁlrth-m
m-ﬂnmunmnnm:wm-mumm
mmﬂ'lmtmhwmmnuthm
Mnﬁuﬂn:bmmthnﬂn-hmmndm
allowed to stand in the forest over which it is king.
Old as the race itself, probably, and certainly
into the English heart when the first babe was
into the bitter English winter, is the festival fire—
'Iuhln:.m&withmmnrhnmlnth

ﬂﬂph-cﬂnfﬂu.hmnﬂmmuntrrﬂim:nmm
. el e e e
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Virginia, from the tdme of Cotton Mather and John
Emimmmmﬂﬂtmwwnm:m
h:w-.ﬂ:umupt.hiﬂw.-ndmmttmtumdﬂ-
¢rom the dme Dixon cast his first'iron grate to the balld-
mﬂhﬂhmﬂlimummﬂmﬂn

It goes hﬂ:mmm-mmw
u-mhtdupwmmmm.tht

mkl-u!thlphhmﬁn Briton's bheart
mmmnum“mmlulnﬂ-mﬂ
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Chrisimas in the huvman

fl (Dessage From General TWilliam Booth

Eﬂﬂﬁfﬂl‘!ﬂﬂﬂnﬂwn!ﬂlwﬂrﬂ

operation for
promoting the social
‘happiness of the pec-

ple.

The high ideal is,
I fear, largely lost
sight of, and I am not
disposed to plead for
anything different from
those who for the re-
mainder of the year
do 'not live in the
gpirit of the Divine
commandments, in humility and sacrifice..

When it is celebrated, Christmas an'pliﬂg the .

most potent illustration of what may be accom-
plished for the betterment of the people. Ohl if
all the families, towns, cities, corporations could be
brought into one great combine for promoting just
one grace—say kindness to man and beast—what

a transformation in the*spirit and character of the
‘pation would follow! ) :

~ Christmus is 2 time of self-
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stop considering only its own. People think of
others. ﬂcyﬂ:inknnthingnfthnmhthninm

and dyde cast downe the asse Wwith all the woode Int0
the chymney; and the asses fete upward; whereof the
erle of Folz had great joye, and so hadde all they that
were thers, and had marveyle of his strength bhowe he
alone came up all the stayres with the asse and the woode
in his necke.”

The “‘erle of Foliz™ will serve as au excellent type of
old English patronage, from which innumerable amall ob-
pervances have come down lo us Everything. after the
Norman conquest, which left the conguered people littie
for themsalves, was the bounty of the overlord; and the
master of the manor, In later years, was the genarous
Providence to a great concourse of tenantry, who, If thelr
forefathers had only fought hard enough, Wwould bhave
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owned for lhemseives cverylDiDg he gave Lo Lhem A8
bis patronage.

The pegroes’ appeal for ~Christmas gift.” even now
mﬂhmrmmummmmm
mmﬂmmmu“mﬂr-hmupn:
English manor-house Christmnas bounty.

mmnfmgwumﬁmm
Christmas Duich cake; grocers with their presenis of
ﬂﬂlldnﬂnb—hmnﬁﬂlﬂlhm:“muﬂnh
mwmur.qa-n-dmm:mmrmhr
tradesmen in such an English town as Ripon, whers the
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indestructible: the wassall bowls generous, old English,
huge, demanding ladles, threatening overflow as they
come In. sollid with roasted apples when sel down.

Toward bedtime you hear of slderberry wine, and not
seldom of punch. At the manor house it is pretty much
the same as elsewhers. Oirls, although they be lndles,
are kissed under the mistletos. If any family among
us happen to have hit upom an exquisite brewing, they
pend some of It around about, the squire’s house Iin-
cluded: and he dces the same by the reat.

~Riddles, hot cakes, forfeits, music, danceas sudden
and not to be suppressed, prevall among the great and
small: and from 3 o'clock in the day until midnight, it
looks llke s deserted place out of doors, but is full of

life and merriment within.
*] remember we had a discussion as to what was the

great point and crowning glory of Christmas Man¥
were for mince ple; some for the peef and plum puddingi
more for the wassall bowl; & maiden lady timidly sald
the mistletoe; but we agreed at iast that, although

these were prodigious, and some of them exclusively be-
longing o the season, the fire was iu great indispen-

eable.

ANCIENT RITES OF FIRE

=A great, blazing fire, too big. !s the visible heart and
poul of Christmas. Tastes may differ even on mince plie;
but who galnsays a fire™

Is it so? Or is the fire, like all the rest, only one em-
blem of the festival season — Oone of the anclant rites
which goes back beyond the day when Aethelberht sat
out on the chalkdowns above Minster and bade Balnt Au-
gustine and his train of menks take their crucified
Christ emn 1mo Canterbury and dwell there in honor
thencefoith—one which belongs to the anclent Druldism

only by inhcritance, One W
when the firs; baby shivered in the cold, as the Christ-

child shuddered in the grotto of His Nativity?

Is there not a betler emblem, almost as universal
here as it has always been in England, that breathes the
very spirit of human gladness, even A8 it responds to

tﬂtht":ru.tjnrlnfmﬂ'l-nlhh"

to better things un
thlmﬂmnpﬂtnduﬂhhﬂﬂ

and his brutal crew over
{s abhorrent Lo our
mutmthvamz

“Ring l.h“-l-.lﬂthl-'ﬂrﬂ-lﬂ’,
w:hutthnuwu
year L8 in the 0 “ﬂll-
Ring out wild and let him .
- ring in t naw,
“ﬂuhﬁmm n.. .
m?;utmfﬂnrlunt trus.™

Christmas Superstitions

uﬂmtuﬂ-thnﬂumprwmadtht"n.ﬂ-
makes & full graveyard.”

mluuhﬂﬂlmmmfwtmw

sespon. Of course, snOWw. fcy landscapes and the

chill but exhilarating breezes of winter seem more Appro-

thhhthlnlﬂﬂn:ﬂmthnm sections
ntm-mntﬂ.ltlult. nnldc::mtnmnurlmm: the

Tule.
YWhen the boy of the family recelves a new and gor-
geously painted sled from Banta Clays, and the girl finds

has
in her stocking oOr nearby, the pair of skates she
pnothing short of a blizzard, or blizzard

Good, clear, cold days

the elders best, 100, notwit J =
mand upon the coalbins. But are cold Christmases o

rule? It seems not.

United States weather records run back about the

lite of a generation. But there are private records exX-

tending still further into the past. And these show that
cold Christmas Days have mot been the rule.

We learn, for Instance, that Christmas, 185, WwWas any=
thing but cold, and the mean temperature Was &£ de-

grees. Christmas, 1530, was even Wwarmer, the maximum

temperature reaching &7 but one
degree nbove that of the preceding Christmas.

On December 26, 1825, thunderstorms occurred in sOme
portions of the South, accompanied by frequent and vivid
flashes of lightning. On December I5, 1561, the maximum

temperature was 40 degrees, but om the following day
the mercury Tfell, untll at mnight it registered only 9

degrees.
Then there came

weather was S0 springl

buds lingered In the gardens.

in bloom on Christmas Day.
Christmas wWas memorable because of

its delightful weather, and it is related in the diaries of
that time that the ETass in the flelds was grcen and

fiourish'ng whnen New Year's came. -
Much fiue weather Was reportel In December, 1563—
first nationsal Thanksgiving—but the DDe=
m{:rtrﬂ?' tt&? following Year prescnied Very different

tlons.
ra very Je month,” stales 4 recorder
. - “Snow, rain and Iog prevalied

me.
of facls ﬂft;;z' m'?unth. and walking was of the worst

degrees, and this was

the mild fall of 1855, when the
fke up to December 5 that Tose-
In some places roses were

Wh the mean temperature for Christmas, 1569, was

' guly lﬂu:ml? sbove the freezing paint, the month of e

at times. On the last duy of
ml:‘;'::?plucktd in bloom in the latitude

. lvlut? 1851 was 1.1:&:;,:11.“.1],‘-l warm and bumidi
the

fall of snow during month.
The cold Christmas Days of recent years were in
the mercury Wwenl &s low as 15 degrees In

. clear day. when Z de-
weather; in 1554, a partly ¥ v e

clear : JBE] clear day
ﬂ_lﬂmmtnl?lﬂlﬂ. 'l.'lthili i
grees as the lowest; m:“ - ; 1886 clear, and 11 de-

hich was borm Iinto England

thought—are not they the true epito=
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