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| that by signing that document
would enable me to compel those two

oo

he

people to speak ont, and I declared

my own assurance of their Innocence
of any part in the crime. That was
also his opinion. The examining mag-
istrate after it was signed presented
the document to the Berniers, who ;
then did speak. They said what 1 was

certain they would say as soon as they

wore sure they would not lose their

nlaces.

“Ther confessed to poaching on Al |
Stangerson’s estates, and [t was while
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ser bearing that was not suggistive
= | ment, bringing In the traditional bacon

| omelet.

of despair. She disappeared into the
kitchen to prepare our repast, leaving
on the table a bottle of excellent cider.
nDouletabille filled our eartbenwss
mugs, loaded his plpe and quietly ex-
pluined to me his reason for asking
me to come to the Glandler with re-
volvers.

“Ves," he sald contemplatively, look-

took care uot to interrupt, and then

| ed attack to

pected, be would at once go away.
That was bow 1 interpreted his final
words when we parted, *You may men-
tion your own suspicions of the expect-
M. Stangerson, to Daddy
Jacques, to Frederic Larsan and to
anrbody in the chatean.’

“%When he was gone 1 began to think
that 1 should have to use even a great-
er cunning than his so that if the man
should come that night he mizht not
for a moment suspect that his coming
had been espected. @ertainly! 1
would allow him to get in far enough,

. o that, dead or alive. 1 might see his

¢ace clearly. He must be got rid ol
Aflle. Stangerson must e freed from
(his continual impending danger.”

The landlady reappeared at that mo-

Itouletabille chaffed her 2 lit-
tie, and she took the chaff with the

! most charming rood humor.

wehe fs much jollier when Daddy
\fathien is in bed with his rheuma-
{tsm.” Rouletabille sald to nmie.

when he had fnished his omelet

and we were again alone Ronletaljlle

ine nt the clouds of smoke he was | continued the tale of bis confidences.

pufing out, “yes, my dear boy, I ex-
| pect the assassin tonight.”
A Lrief silence followed., which 1 .

“When 1 sent you my telegram this
morning,” he said, “I had only the
word of M. Darzac that ‘perhaps’ the
assassin would came tonight. 1 can

| later to discover the murderer.

tabile was making to uoravel the
tanzled skein of the yellow room mys-
tery. He explained that M. Stanger-
son had related to him all that had
taken place in the inexplicable gallery.
He several times expressed his regret
at M. Darzac’s absence from the cha-
teau on all these occasions and thought
that M. Darzac had done cleverly in
allving himself with ML Joseph Roule-
tabille, who could not fail sconer oOT
He
spoke the last sentence with uncon-
cealed irony. Then he rose, bowed to
us and left the Inn.

Rouletabille watched bim through
the window.

“An odd fish, that!” he said.

“Do you think he'll pass the night at
the Glandier?’ 1 asked.

To my amazement the young report-
er answered that it was a matter of
entire indifference to him whether he
did or not

As to how we spent our time during

'the afternoon, all I need say is that

Louletabille led me to the grotto of
Sainte Genevieve cund all the time
talked of every subject but the one
with which we were most interested.
Toward evening 1 was surprised to
find Rouletabille making none of the
preparations I had expected him to
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- | morrow night,’ he avowed, ‘and yet 1 S ' dgawn been watched in such a way from the Village of Lorneville. The propeity | frame house and good barn with wind

park gate tfiat we stopped to look at a . st E |
that nobody could approach it without | will be offered suhject 10 a first mortage here- mill, which grinds, pulps, pump, cuts

knowing it and that he had no con- on and subject 1O a reserve bid. Tems: :
"h?ce:'n tor those who might have jeft it | 10 per cent of the purchase money will be wood and feed. One mile from Wood-

E »Ig that possiblel™ 1 crled. “Haven't
man who was runniag by the side of | must be absent. 1 cannot be back at

my (riend, apropos of the
| the Glandier before the morning of the | you told me that Mille. Stangerson

= ..-:-. that he had oot yet told me | o -
porieTaE ~ | the wall, looking every minute at his | ' es M, Robert Darzac?”
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eainz of the previous night, but they |

ma weve close to thelr fodge. M.and ;

¢ up their happy faces. They |
o harbor no 1 feeling because ;
o NIy young friend | | am,
siad them at what hour Mr. Arthuor |

;.._a.;.:;._;:.:.:-ri-.-ed. They answered that | cape

watch. That

| hind us the landiond of the Donjon inn,

standing on his doorstep, said to some | .. 4,5 of coming danger had come to

| him solely from the coincidence that

one Inside. “We shall bave to eat red
meat—now.'

“I¥hy that *now? When you are, as
in search of some hidden secret,
you can't aTo~l to have anything es-
vou. You've got to Enow the

into a rather out of the way part of

the country which had beem Turned |

“] asked him to explain himself, and
this is all he would tell me. His antici-

Aflle. Stangerson had been twice at-
tacked. and both times when he had

' been absent. Now a man so moved

ing a will stronger than his own. That

“1 told you so because It Is the
truth.”

“Then do you see nothing gtrange”—

“Everything In this business is
strange, my friend; but take my word
for it, the strangeness you DOW feel 1s
nothing to the strangeness that's to

who should still go away must be acl- - come!”

 ing under compulsion—must be obey-

«It must be admitted, then,” I said,
“that Mlle. Stangerson and ber mur-

was how I reasoned, and I told him so. : derer are In communication—at any

rate in writing?

and remained without

| It was then 6 o’clock by his watch.

Rising, he made a sign to me to follow
him, and, without in the least trying
to conceal his movements or the sound
of his footsteps, he led me through the
gallery. We reached the “right” gal-
Jery and came to the landing place,
which we crossed. We then continued
our way in the gallery of the left wing,
passing Professor Stangerson’s apart-
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ets. Ploughing leave this fall, pos-

heated by a furnace, fitted with hath
beautifully situated. The
barn being a splendid structure
75 x 108 ft, with stone stabling full
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ing so auch as the chance of M. Stan-
. gerson knowing that Lhis danghter was
‘held’ by her assailant. 1 made M.
Darzac understand that he bad ex-
plained himself sufficiently and that
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