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the foaming waters of Black Bear
creek rioted down AaCross a graveled -
bar and into the silent, sweeping TERE e feller—w'at?”
standing at the entrance to a wood- stay single.”

ed, grass gro

Scourse! And here Was his reward, a
of wealth to crown his service, all taggin’ along.’
Runrion vol

Gale, slipping out of ] oaths at the mosquitoes and a
i“the skeeters is bad!” | straps,
«You bet your gum boots,” said Po- 1 alrendy. AsS DO
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" qoomtinmed foom 1 R A RO red sponge,
back again in a moment.  Finally he | 27 hees eye are close up tight.”
took up his burden of blanket and
food, then said to her: didn
«Well, are you ready, little one?” X
X g
havi

“Yes, Meade,” she answered simply.

“And are sure won't regret

i s o tured Poleon after awhile,
1 - avoid any longer the subject upper-
«“Not while you love me. Ty ;

wound | “Yes. I'm glad sbe’s
;l;-eﬂ out on the river trail that woun@ i, . ling.”

Haﬂaaedheragninhefmtherstep-

Two hours later they paused where

wn valley, with rolling

Was ' everyt'ing— :
mm:ﬁ: ;ml:‘: “'“Id" sky, ' he can catch a good woma
Dey mak’ my pack so very light; ' ! cent man
De trall she’s not so long— - looks like a sled
'd walk it torty mile tonight ' WoIL.”
o ans e g an et © || “Necia wouldu't marey oo
wor marry on dat giri, ~*" | man,” sald
An’ if-she's-tole me yass, s soon, .| Neither man
Im o=nxis ! to the other

Tis discovery of “No Creek” Lee's nion alo
peen providdutially arranged for his | “Hump
own especial benefit? A fool could see tink
that this was a mark of celestial ap- | The three ne
- probation, and none but a fool would down upon the m
cuestion the wisdom of the gods. Had Tup trail was heavy.
' he not watched Necia grow from a to speak.

_glip of thirteen and spoken pever a | “Did you get away
.word of his love? Had be not served seen

"and guarded her with all the genile |

.«<hivalry of an olden knight? Of

|
4 “Whew,” said 1
‘i his pack straps,

4 leon. “Dey’re mos’ so tick as de sum-

anIé:m Doret sang gayly as ihe trader
came toward him.

mer day kill Johndie Platt on de Por-
cupine.” Both men Wore gauntleted
gloves of caribou skin and head har-
nesses of mosquito netting stretched
over globelike frames of thin steel
bands, which they slipped on over their

Irats.
“Let's see. It was you that found

him, wasn't it?” said Gale.

~Sure t'ing! I'm comin’ down for
grub in my canoe w'en 1 see dis feller
cn de bank walkin’ lak he's in beeg
borry. ‘Ba gar,’ 1 8ay, ‘dere’s man
goin’ so fast he’ll meet hese’f comin’
home!” Den he turn roun’ an’ go tear-
jo* back., wavin’ hees arms lak he’s
eallin’ me, till he fall down. Wen I
paddle clese up 1 don’ know ’im no
more dan stranger, an’ me an’ Jobnnie

I’lait is trap eder wan Wwinter..

YW'at you t'ink of dat?”

«1 gaw @& fellow killed that way at
. Eoly Cress,” interpolated the trader.

« Hello” 1 say. ‘Wat's de matter?
An' den I see somet’ing 'bout 'im dat
Jook familiar.’ Hees face she’s all
swell” up an’ bleedin’ lak raw meat.”
e Frenchman curled his upper lip
pack from his teeth and shook his
hoead atithe remembrance.

“Jesu, dat’s ‘orrible d;hﬂ% fiy
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said Gale. “The
other way across is by Black
there ain't a half dozen
up to the head of that
less over the divide, so
there’s any use to fret

“Yes. He was good man too.”

ess you been purty glad
Necia home again, eh?" ven-
unable to

“That's right,”

oh
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creek, and
ever been
stream, much
-1 don't allow

ourselves.”

it
EEE
4!

gEit

g
i

Lo

£

thl:uugh with
gal now.”
in’ marry nh

-}
]
-
P

z
&

is

:

“She's gettin’ purty beeg
“That's rignt.”
' «“By an’ by she's go

thnr.thculge:r

camped at the mou
cabin lay. Camp

which the miner’s
had been made early at Gale’'s sugges-
instead of pushing on a few miles
as Lee had intended, and Dow,
fell and the
possible to
so they

.=$

. «] suppose so. She ain’t the kind to

farther,
when the cool evening
draft quickened, it became
lay off gloves
gat about the
and rubbing their tired

It is at such hours
h fires that men

Mebbe you
rry, eh?”
that will

" Da t
hills and domes displayed at its head, dmfim ut:haﬂ:;“ x ma
T he

‘miles away, its low, squat buildings tm?ta;ef ﬂ;ht'fem .
‘tiny and toylike, but distinetly sil- |
houetted against the evening sky. '‘bout dat,” exclaimed Doret
it not time to rest?” said the sol- “No man wat's livin® could treat her
dier laughingly, yet with a Jook of | pad. She's too good an’ too purty for
IM in his misty eyes as he took have bad husban’.”
the girlish figure in his arms. But she
only smiled up at him and, releasing | pim with a strange glare in his eyes.
ig hold, led the way into the forest. “Them's the kind that ge

s something a

s —

and headgear,
fire, talking, smoking-

in the smokd
hark backward
forth the sacred, time worn,
they have treasured to turn
by the glow of dying

S -

Dere's no trouble '

“Waal, waal!
fervently. .

of suc
and bring
memories

Gale turned omn
them over fondly

“She is, is she?”
thing, the greatest thing,
to my life. Why,

ant to sing
out to the

is the flnest
that has ever come in

I simply can't bold it 1w
' it to the stars and cry it
world. Don't you?”
think we'd better adver-

the wickiup, covered limel

t the he dev-
bout a good
bad man, particu-

and it goes dou-
the hellions.

but what

the one eyed miner
lucky strike, told
ufhhlunlnndnoﬂ-
fi lock had risen

| ils. There’
girl that attracts a
larly if she’s pretty,

A STORY 18 BEGUN. ;
I¢’s fonny t'ing how two brown eye " ple too. The good men get
changin . A fellow can't get so tough

who had made
in simple words

. *“1 bardly

critter that tise,” he said dryly.
=houldn't care to blish the

2% to him.

usually draws a
curlhnofmr:.'WulId
1 dreamed you had gone

nndacmukantlmhet
no bad

“Well, 1
tale of this ex

=] don't see any reason
have often taken trips with Poleen |
and been gone with him for days and ing"—
days at a time.” “1 was too tired to dream”

«“But you were
he said softly.

“No, pot until today,
Dear, dear, how I
sudden! And
| was yesterday,
the same, just
don't ever let
don't want to be commonp
dinary. [ want to be nDa

Doret positively.
had ever spoken thus
about Necia De-

anguage was
Tne& OMers

bar to bar.
become so Intimate by
to a2 whimsical mode

3t

them to ford it
pnot & wWoman then,™

that's true.
did grow all of a

yet I'm just the same as
and I'll always be etrated the cold air they beié
Please

a wild little.

me be a big tame. | I
lace and or- ;
tural—and l leys misty and mystical

:

her father that op rare

hen the humor was vi him, bhe
e pow addressed

h!” grunted Doret.
much of dat feller.”

w arrivals dropped
oss to rest, for the
Lee was the first

also took it up. Sh
berself to Burrell in the same manper.

“] think we are very smarts to come
so far,” she said.

“You travel like a deer,
“Why, you bave tired me
e stretch-

“You couldn’t be like other women,”
be declared, and there was more ten-

derness thap hunger in his tone DOW

ed up at bim trustingly
“it | each other thatl will expiam

" he declared

without bein’
as she look

from the shelter of his arms.
would spoil you to grow ap.”

It §s so good to be alive and to love |
ITke, this!™ she continued dreamily, | you as
the fire. “1 seem to have ther do.
house into the
warm spring day, for my
ded, and 1 can’t see half
1 want to, there are SO

admiringly.
down.” Removing his pack, h
ed his arms and shook out the ache in
his shoulders.

He bu
of water from a
among the rocks near b
if to prepare their meal,
have none of it

“Bigs should
clared. “That work
forced him to vacate
apd turn himself to t
of chopping wood

First, however,

Sure,” answered Gale. “Poleon bhas

been here two hours.”

| “That's good. I -don’t want nobody

fetched a bucket
rill that trickled down
. He made as
but she would

it a fire, then

staring inte

aunteered nothing except
come out of a gloomy

t his pack
which were new and cut him
explanation of his
ce was offered, peither the trac

er nor Doret made any
came out later,

glory of 0
eyes are blin
the beautifuls
many about me.”
“Those are my Arms,
soldier lightly in an effort to ward off

never cook,™ she de-

belongs to littles.”
her domain

he manlier duties
and boughs.

she showed him how
place two green foot logs upon
which the teapot and the fry
would sit without upsetting a
long she wished the sticks of
wood. Then she banished him,
and be built a wickiup of spruce
tops, under the shelter of W
piled thick, fragrant billows of “Yukon
feathers.”

He filled his chest deeply and leaned
on his ax, for he found himself shak-

ing as if under the:pellu!:umegrml
{s getting cold,” she

beside her on a pile
he smoke was least
had chosen a spot l
covered |
w wall bebhind, with
ormed an in-
certain air of

comment then,
when the old &
; far epough behind the interjected the
others to render conversation
“you decided to take In another one,
. | eh?’ Gale asked Lee.
| “It wasn’t exactly my doin’
plied the miner.-
let Runnion come
had grub staked him,
so set on it that I ac
see, it's the
pay him back
in the Cassiar country.
of land to go
It was Lee's affair,
er, and he might te
so he said
inz the back of the
who bappen
overy move
ing the freq
of listening

1-through the afternoon
men wound up the valley, following
one another’s footsteps,
somber thickets of
across wide pastures of
that wabbled and wriggled and
bedeath their feet until,
much effort and profanity,
the firmer footing of the forest. At.
one point Stark, hot and irritable, re- |
marked: '

«There must be a shorter cut than .
this, Lee?"

#1 reckon there is,” the miner re- ‘
plied, “but I've always had
carry, so 1 chose level ground rather i

than climb the divides.” _
e at camp hear

an’ beat us in?" sug-

but it

afraid of anything. eabin nestling in 8 parrow,

possible.
so safe inside them. ley.
a - ‘

w“Well, if Lee hasn't Ii:ought

him as he drifted
to camp, while
gettled pessimism sour-
began to shun bim
that seemed to fol-

ilng pen
nd bow
cooking

bad stalked beside
gand drank from camp
the gloom of a
ed him, and men

because of the evil

low in his steps.
ve been rainbow chasin’ forty

years,” he said, *an

nothin’ but cramps
ations. I'm

became conscious of gleefully. “We've bea
and realized dimly | beat them in!™
be bad been smoth- They had been ﬂlﬂ%ﬁw

H'" re-
“Stark asked me to
"long, bein’ @ he
and he seemed
keressed. You
I ever had to
for a favor he done me
There’'s plenty

The young man
a vague discomfort
that for hours now
ering with
thing that had
heard, a somet
dying grew stronger
this innocent maid ¥
was as if be bad ridden
rough spurs in a fierce des
tance certain voices
mad gallop had lost t

words and caresses 4 sole- &awn, and although
striven with him to be showed 2 o'clock she
hing that instead of for ‘lunch, declaring that ©
the more utterly | might arrive at any
ielded to bim. It | they went 10 the 10
impulse with Creek” Lee's location, p
jire to dis- | blazed asmmthspﬂfm

first chance hich bhe
d never caugbt
epidemics and
the only. miner In !

made a discovery of
k named

munﬂ_"

thought the trad-
whom he liked,
pbut fell to study-
man pext in front,
ed to be Stark, obse
and trick of him and dur-
pent pauses making a point
and watching ‘him guard- !

inflamm
Alaska that never
gold and never had a cree
after him.”

“1s that how you
asked Runnion.

“It is. I never was no good to mjy-
self nor nobody else. I just occupied
| space.”
Finally G

the first | stream side of a
bhem, but now far | on at Necia's dic

back heard them calling aguin more finished she SigD

strongly every momen
or if ‘old may travel
is persistent

and in

expectancy.
“Your supper
called to him.
| He took a seat
of boughs where 1
troublesome. He
was sheltered by a lichen
ledge, and this lo
the wickiup jeining it f
closure that lent them 2
They ate raved
drank deep cupfuls of the un
ten. By the time they
the night had fallen, and
cool enmough to make the
ble. Burrell beaped on more
stretched out beside her.
so wonderful.”

no more,
got your namer” |
t A man’'s bop-

feebly, but #ts |

It was the talk
le that had raised this
nd indecision, he thought.

Why bad be ever sterted it?

“The marvelous part of it all,™ cobD-
ously and | . o3 the girl, “is that it will Bever
1 shall love you always.
1 am really diferent

girls?

ng is different tonight—the |
red impatiently. |

pursuit
about his peop

- = o uneasiness o

! ily that it was time to turn In If the¥
wished to get any rest before the mos
quitoes got bad again,
away from the fire a
of blanket. The rest followed and made

down their beds, then, drawing oD
gloves and hat nets and e~ them-

selves up in thelr

spnoring—all except the trader,
] for hours on his back staring up at
if trying to solve some

the five |

P — oy

emerging from |
to flounder !
“pigger heads”
bowed
at cost
they gained

then sauntered

nd spread bhis | end. 1 know

. Do you suppose
| from other
“Everythi
whole world,” be decla
“I've had a big handicap.,” she said,
! “pbut you must belp me to overcome it
be like your sister.”
and piled more wood upon
he fire. What possessed the girl? It
. was as if she knew each cunning joint
of hhnrmur.ﬂlrlhthndru!ined her
peril and had set about the awakening
of his conscience deliberately and with

finished
the air was

coverings, fell 0 . 3 and

“This day has been
said the girl, “that 1 shall never go Lo
sleep. 1 can't bear to end it.”

“But you must
maid,” be said gently. *“I am.”

wywait. Let me see.” She stretched
her limbs and moved slightly to try
muscles. *Yes, 1 am very tired.

' the stars, as ' 1 want to
riddle that baffled him. 1 He rose

They awoke
hour had eaten, rema
and were ready to resume
As they were about to start

“1 reckon we'd better settle right
now who bas the choice of locations
when we get up
gtampedes whene it saved a beap of
karda reenng.”

“I'm agreeable,”
there won't be any

early and in half an be ‘weary.
de their packs
their march.
Gale said:

a pack to !

nutthﬂtinduttludthatmal:ﬂ -
you want to g0 to | 1 1 ¢ to to a cautious wisdom beyond her years.

“S'pose dose peopl
'bout dis strike
gest2d Poleon.
“It wouldn’t
after they got there,
«f for one wouldn
«Nor 1,” agreed Runnion.
«] don't see how you'd
self” the trader remarked.
man’s got as good a right as
«] guess I'd help myself,
~ Stark laughed significantly
Runpion, who added: -
" “Lee is entitled to put
he wants on his-own discovery,

:t Vel she bad done it, and he swore to
himself. Then bhe melted at the sight
of her, crouched there against the
his every move-
! ment with ber soul in her eyes, the she [l‘lﬂfl"ti"'ﬁ;cr end ﬂ"u‘fj
| tengerest” trace or & smme wpon Der du“;‘:ﬂﬁ‘f‘: ;:E:'" !

be easy going for them er. I've been on
» Stark said mEr-
t stand for It said Stark. *Then
misunderstanding.”
The others, being likewise old at the
. game, acquiesced. They knew that in
cases grave trouble has often oc-

help your- |
“One

all 'ﬂghf';" beheld hiln gazing at ber | .ipe,” she said. ' -

A <ho tilted ber head sideways daintily, | maybe betie™ Nobod? =

fn anybody
rnd if

Ew “Jou mﬂﬁt ‘ j
_crossed | gparkle dyiné ﬂ“';
| gaid you would
scented mmjuu-'
| — Contin

.
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anﬂluwmtﬂ!lw
mﬂﬁ around which he .
khaki coat; then be remoyegy ..
laced boots and, taking e ber
one in the palm of either i
his head . over them ang klawg
with a sense of her L
and bis own unworthiness g,
- one of the biz gray blanke
and tucked ber in, while ghe g
delightful languoor, looking
all the time. .
“1"l1 sit here Leside yon for
be said. “1 want to smokeg .
At times a great desire 4
in bis arms, to hzve ber on "
gurced over him. for he had livg
apast LTV WOIDEN, S0d the g
the night seemed to mock py
wWaS a sStrong man and ™
ran the blood of waywan ¢
who were wont to possess thy
they conquered in the listy ¢
mingled with which was the
spirited southern women why i
occasion loved not wisely, acsis
Kentucky rumor. but ouly
Nevertheless they were by
apd women, Iif overs
bad transmitted to him a je
chivalry and a high senseof
courage. Her love had plassi,
rier between them greater s
jnsurmountable than her biesd
He gently withdrew his finpsy
her grasp and, seeing the othe

without disturbing ber and 18
Jjt was early dawn when Ne

sald, shivering violently and
| close. *“Oh, it was a terribe

“So 1 had to come and se
were really here”

He quickly rekindied the fn
they made a hasty breakfast
the warmth of the rising sm

the ridge and obtained 2
view of broled country,
alight with the morning ray

=3 wish Stark was pol oe&
* be said once “Be oy
understand our being Tops

WXy
- when bhe learns that

thing.”
«] am not so sure, He does
Lee and Poleon and

I think we had be

| nothing at all about—you 1

’ any one.”

‘ They clung to the divide fo
bhours, thea descended into 8

| a stream, which they {

| joined a larger one & coupie &

! pelow, and there, sheltered &2

] of whispering firs, they fous

“There's no 00€ b
t them &

refosd

momesh
wer ef

tree and ¥
tation. W&
ed ber

“Pll git hore Jﬂﬁfd;f ”

hep D“'“l
a

witnessed it t
where he squl

Ll

=Ny you e -
Now YOU 5 “ieeiy

be shook bis B




