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actions or to criticise my methods? PH}-&IC."M"&
he burst out finally.
"fmmmmmdnn'wd
Jefferson botly. “1 want to tel youU
that I am heartily ashamed of this
whole affair and your connection with
it nndmrourﬂ'mmmnh&w
aration in the only way poesible for
associates

have done Judge Rossmore—that s, by
uﬂn;hlmintbeaeum—lth.lntlt
unlrfﬂrtnw-mruuthntltnkﬁh-ﬂ
my word in regard to not
without your consent I want you 0|
know that I intend to marry Miss Ross-
mumulheﬁnmtmht-
mm:ﬂfe—-ﬂmtk."halmﬂf-h
bitterness, *if 1 ean socceed In over-
mmln:hﬂpﬁjndlmlm!ﬂtmrnm-
fty"—

Ryder senior langhed contempto-
ously.

“Prejodices against a thotusand mik
lion dollars?”" he exciatmed skeptically.

“Yen" replied Jefferson decisively,
-mjudm;pmntuurrmnr.mtﬂ‘
you and your business
Hmerhmtmth!n;. One day you
will find that out 1 tell you definitely
that I intend to make Miss Rossmore Bpecial attention g
my wife.” Teeth.

Ryder semior made no reply, and &S HAROLD ¥ +
Jefferson had expected &n explosion, L..‘,'T’il

__——___—_____.—-—-—_———-_———_
'mmmm,rmlmmm.[ Meantime, John Ryder N

- : : eh, what?” | ceased worrying about B
The door opened, and KEate Roberts removal of Kate Roberts a8 &

bounced In. Ehawulmﬂlnglnd‘rnﬂlm future had not

; . danger of Jefferson

| tween his teeth one day and contract-
' ing a secret marriage With the da
ter ﬂthhmamr_nndﬂ'hﬂhﬂthnu:ht

of the mere possibility of a
I rmad and raved unti!

as she was to his

choleric outbursts, Was thoroughly
| grightened. For some time after Bag-
ley’s and son got
along togetbher fairly
der senior was quick
ferson had something
which was worrying
rightly attributed It to his infatunation
for Miss Rossmore. He Was convinced
that his son knew where the jndge’s
though his own efforts
hereabouts had been
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unsoccessful.
Sergeant Ellison bad confessed abso-

lute failure. Miss Rossmore, he report-
ed, had disappeared as completely as
{f the earth had gwallowed her, and
further search was futile. Enowing
well his son's impulsive, beadstrong
disposition, Ryder senior belleved him
qulhnup-hleutmn:ﬂnxthagm-u-
cretly any time. The only thing that
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) of animal

my doughter "

spirits, but on seclng the
rternfncuuthart:tharmdtheplﬂl*
ble picture preseated by her faithful
muuhemlntdﬂnntm:hhim-
mediately scent danger.

ghe inguired boldly.
#Yes, Kate,” answ
gravely, “we have just been having a
talk with Mr. Bagley, in which you
bjects of conversa-

tion. Can you guess what it was?
The girl looked from her father to

red the senator

John Ryder did pot know was that
Ehhiermﬁwunntthaklndut
lgﬂitﬂﬂh'lﬂ}'mﬂﬂtﬂinf{ﬂciﬂ
bher into a secret . The Colos-
sus. who judged the worlkl's morals by
his own, was not, of course, aware of
this, and bhe worried night and day
thmﬂn;whi_themlddﬂm;:rﬂent
tduln-nfrn-m:nmm;thednuthru!
the man he had wronged.

The more he pondered over it the

more be regretted that there was not
some other girl with whom Jefferson

could fall in Jove and marTy. He need
not seek a rich giri—there was certain-

this unnatoral calm rather startied
him. He was sorry be had spoken 80
harshly. It was his father, after all

*yTox've forced me to defy you. {a-
ther.” he added. *“T'm SOTTY —

senjor shrugged his shoulders
and resume<] his seal He lit another
cigar and with affected carelessness be
sakd:

“All right, Jeff, my boy, we'll Jet It
go at that You're sorry—80 am L
You've shown me your cards—I1'll show
you mine.”

His composed, unroffed manner
vanished. He soddenly threw oft
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the mask and revealed the tempest
Hat wis raging within.  He leaned
across the desk bhis face convulsed
with uncontrollable passion. a terrify-
ying picture of buman wrath. Shaking
his fist at his son be shouted:

“when 1 get throogh with Juodge
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Rossmore at Washington, I start
his daonghter. Ti‘:ti':ﬂmutnmnr- FIRE AND LIFE.

be a disgraced man. A week The Largest Fire Insura 0o Office in
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ly enough mouney In the Ryder family
to provide for both. He wished they
knew a girl, for exampie, as attractive
and clever as Miss Green. Ah, he
thoﬂ::ht.then!m:gh‘l who would
make a man of Jefferson—brainy, am-
bitious, active! And the more he
thuuhtut!tthumnmthuﬂﬂm

oo him that Miss @reen would be an
tdeal daughter-in-law and at the same
time snatch his son from the clutches
of the Rossmore Woman.
Jefferson during all these weeks was
more and more impatient. He
knew that any day now Shirley might
take her departure from their house
and return to MassapequUa. 1f the im-
t procesdings went against
her father it was movre than likely that
he woulkl lose her forever, and if. oo
the contrary, the judge were acquitted
Shirley never would be willlng to mar-

r him i s i P b b et ——
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- eried Jefferson
'Thu!i-nmhummethm;mm
{ife that won't bear inspection,”
sneered Ryder. “There is in every-
body's life. I'H find out what It in
‘Where is she today? She can't De
foand. No one knows where she is—

ber own mother. Something
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-senjor, with a speer.

“Thats all” replied Jefferson, *“T'm
going. Goodby.”

“Goodby,” his father in-
differently. *“Leave your address with
your mother.”

Jefferson left the room and Ryder
senior, as if exhausted by the violence
of his own outburst, sank back lmp
in his chair. The crisis he dreaded
bad come at last. His son had openly
defled his asuthority and was golng to »
narry the daughter of his enemy. He +
must do something to prevent It the | o
marriage must not take place, but what
could he do? The boy was of age and
legally his own master. He could do
nothing to restrain his actions unless

ma
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dismayed.

“Yes, and you go
ington at once.”

The senator turned to Ryder.

=Goodby, Ryder. The little domesthe
comedy !s ended. I'm grateful it didn't
turn out a drama. The next time I
pk:kuutauun-m-hwlbopemhaw
better lnck.™

He shook hands with Jefferson and
left the room, followed by his crest-
fallen daunghter.

Ryder, who had gone to write some-
thing at his desk, strode over to where

with me to Wasbh-
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e here any minute.
Inore case pro ;

“Not so well as It might,” growled
the senator. “There’s a lot of maudlin
sympathy for the judge. Hes & pretty
giek man by all accounts, and the
newspapers seem to be taking his part
One or two of the western senators
are talking corporate influence and
4rost legislation, but when it comes
fo0 a vote the matter wil be settled oD

any emergen

he had po reason to

basty summons to the library bad aay-

thing to do with his matrimonial plans.
“Did you ask for me, sir?” he de-

manded, addressing his employer.
“Yes, Mr. Bagley,” replied Ryder,

fixing the secretary with a look that

filled the latter with misgivings. ~“What

steamers leave 1omOITOW for Eng-

land 7*
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party lines.™
«That means that Judge Rossmore

w11l be removed?”’ demanded Ryder

"i'es.wﬂhﬁvemtestnm"n-
gwered the senator.

«That's not enough,” insisted Ryder.
serhere must be at least twenty. Let
there be no Dblunders, Roberts. The
maniﬁamenacetunllthebtzmm-
mercial interests. This thing maust go

through.”

The door opened, and Jeflerson 8p-

On seeing the senator talkin

with his father, he hesitated on
threshold. &

«“Come in, Jeff,” said@ his father
pleasantly. “Tou expected to see Ben-
ator Roberts, dido’t you?”

wYeg sir. How do you de, senator 7
gaid the young Inan, advancing into
the room.

«T got your letter, my boy, and here
1 am,” said the senator, smiling affa-
bly. “1 suppose We Cin gUess what
the business is, eb?”

s“That he’s going to marry Eate, of
course,” chimed in Ryder senior
“Jeff, my lad,I’mgludjﬁumha*

to see my way of looking
things. You're doing
and I appreciate

Jefferson let his fa
speech, and then he sald
«] think there must be
prehension as to the reason for
summoning Senator Roberts to N
York It had nothing to do with my

ealmly:
sS0me

marrying Miss Eoberts, hutmpmmtl

her marriage with some one elsa.™

«What™ exclaimed Ryder senior.

“Marriage with scme one else ™
echoed the senator. He thought he
had not heard aright, yet at the same
time he had grave misgivings. “What
do you mesn, sir?”

Taking foom his pocket a cOP¥ of the
letter he had picked up on the stair-
case, Jefferson held it out to the girl's
father.

«Your daughter is preparing to run

away with my father's secreiary. To-
morrow would have Deen T00 IATe.

That is why I summoned you Bead
this.” .
mmtnrtuuktheleﬂ:ﬂ:m:lha

the |

misap- |

w“Tomorrow 7" echoed Mr. Bagley.

#1 said tomorrow,” repeated Ryder,
slightly ralsing his voice.

w[,ot me see,” stammered the secre
tary. “There is the White Star, the
North German Lloyd, the Atlantic
Transport™—

«Have you any preference?” inguaired
the financier.

“No, sir, none at all"

“Then you'll go on board one of the
ships tonight,” said Byder. *Your
things will be packed and sent to you
before the steamer sails tomorrow.”

The Hon. Fitzroy Bagley, third son
of a British peer, did not understand
even yet that he was discharged as
one dismisses a housemaid caught kiss-
ing the policeman. He could not think
what Mr. Ryder wanted him to go
abroad for uniless it were on some mat-
ter of business, and it was decidedly
inconvenient fer him to sail at this
time.

“Bat, sir,” he stammered, “I'm afraid
—I'm afraid”—

“Yes” rejoined Ryder promptly, I
notice that—your hand is shaking.”

“] mean that I"—

“You mean that you baw other en-

ts!" said Ryder sternly.

“Oh, no—no, bat"—

“No engagement at 11 ¢’clock tomor-
row morning?” insisted Ryder.

“With my daughter?” chimed in the

Mr. Bagley now understood. He
broke out in a cold and
he paled visibly. In the hope that the
full extent of his plans were not
known, he attempted to-brazen it out.

“No, certainly not, under no cir-

Ryder senior rang a bell

«Perhaps she has an engagement
with youn. We'll ask her.” To the but-
ler, who entered, he said, “Tell Miss
Roberts that her father would like to
see her here.”

The man disappeared, and the sena-
tor took a hand in cross examining the
now thoroughly uncomfortable secre-
tary.

“So you thought my daughter looked
palée and that a little excursion to Buf-
falo would be a good thing for her?

Wel., it won't be a good thing for you, .

youngz man, I ean assure you of that!”
The English aristocrat began to wilt.
His assurance of manuer quite desert-
ed him, and he stammered painfolly
g5 he floundered about in excuses.’

| - “Not with me—oh, dear, no,” he said.

or'| / “You never proposed to run away

with my daughter?” cried the irate fa-

AMr. Bagley was standing and handed
bim a check.

“Here, sir. This settles everything to
date. Good day.”

wRBut I—I"— stammered the gecretary
belplessly.

“Good day, sir.”
Ryder turned his back on him and

conversed with his son, while Mr. Bag-
ley slowly and as if regretfully made
his exit.

CHAPTER XV.

T was now December, and the seb-
ate had been in session for over
a week. Jefferson had not for-
gotten his promise, and one day,

about two weeks after Mr. Bagley's |

r dismissal from the Ryder
residence,
two letters. She did not ask him how
he pot them. if he forced the drawer or
procured the key. It gufficed for her
that the precious letters, the absolute
proof of her tather's innocence, were at
last In bher possession. BEbe at once
sent them off by registered mail to
Stott, who immediately acknowledged
receipt and at the same time an-
nounced bis departure for YWashington
that night He promised to keep her
constantly informed of what he was
doing and how her father's case was
going. It could, he thought be only &
matter of & few days DOW befere the
result of the proceedings would be

ous talk with Jefferson, who contrived
to sce a good deal of ber, enfirely un-
suspected by his parents, for Mr. and
Mrs. Ryder bad no reason to belleve
that their son had any more than a
mere bowing acquaintance with the
clever young authoress. Now that Mr.
Bagley was Do longer there .to Sp¥

upon their actions these clandestine in- |

terviews had bheen comparatively easy.
Shirley brought to bear all the argu-

“ How dare you presume o fudpe my ac-

tinmet™

and this, he felt, be would never"-ng

tain He resolved therefore to have a

final interview with his father and

declare boldly his intention of making

Miss Rossmore his wife regardless of

therputhlmtumlnﬂ.nemlum. He
midnthtrmhumnthemh&
Mthnnmurmdmmaﬂnﬂmm
woman.

Pruenttrt.hemwuatimidknuct
at the library door. Ryder rose from
his seat and went to see Who Was
there. To his surprise it was Miss

Green.

“May I come In?" asked Shiriey.
“Certainly, by all means. Bit down."
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he had brought Shirley 1.I:un'1-,I

the consequences.

accosted his redoubtable parent

“Mzy [ have a few minutes of your

time, father?”

Ryder senlor lald aside the paper he
was reading and looked up. It was
nnusual for his son to come to him on
any crrand, and he liked to encour-

age it.
«Certainly, Jefferson.

be replied coldly:

not to discuss Judge
ther?™

gson, undeterred by his
tically on trinl for his

innocent of wrongdoing as a
born, and you know It

The opportunity came oDe evenlng
after dinner. Ryder senlor was sitting

'glone n the library reading; Mrs. Ry-
der had gone to the theater with a
‘¢rend: Shirley, as usual, was writing
in her room, giving the final touoches to
her now completed “History of the
Empire Trading Company.” Jeflerson
took the bull by the bhorns and boldly

What is It?™

«1. want to appeal to you, sir. I want
influence before it is

“Again? I thought we had agreed
Rossmore any far-

“1 can't help It, sir,” rejolned Jeffer-
gire's hostile at-
titude. *“That poor old man is prac-
life. He is as
un-

Yoo could save

He drew up a chair for her, and his
manper was so cordial that It was easy
to see she was a welcome visitor.

«“Mr. Ryder,” she began in a low,
tremuloas voice, “I have come Lo Seé
you on & very important matter. I've
been waiting to see you all evenlng.
lnd“I!hlubEhemunlJ’lihcttﬂme
jonger I want to ask you & great fa-
vor, perhaps the greatest you were
ever asked. 1 want to ask you for
mercy—{or mercy to"—

She stoppued and glanced pervousnly
at him. but she saw he was paying no
attention to what she was saying. He
was puffing beavily at his cigar, en-
tirely preceeupied with his own

To be contmued.
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