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snapped, and he clinched his fist

ed?” The girl laughed Ditterty,

thls man’'s daughter. He is in disgrace

~ dn that drawer!™ De snanped viciously.
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Consumption is less deadly than it used to be.

P S e .

Certain relief and usually complete recovery
lwi]l result from the following treatment: A&

ane,ﬁresfr
Emulsion.

fruh?;r‘? and—Scof?’s

ALL DRUGGISTS: 50c.” AND $1.00.

THE LION AND
THE MOUSE.

rmwiEssse- By CHARLES KLEIN,
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the issue now, she thought Awnciher
opportunity would present itself. - Ry-
der locked the letters up very carefally
in the drawer on the lefthand gide of |
his desk, muttering to himself rather
than speaking to Shirley: :

“How on earth did they get among
my other papers?*

“From Judge Rossmore, wera they
pot?* said Shirley boldly.

“How did you know it was Judge
Rossmore?’ demanded Ryder susph
clously. *I didn't know that his name
had been mentioned.” L

«1 gaw his signature”™ she sald sim-
ply. Then she added, “He's the father
of the girl you don't like, isn't be?*

“Yes, he's the"—

‘A clound came over "the fAnancier's
face. His eyes darkened, his jaws

“How you must hate him™ said Shiw

lev. who observed the change.
ot at all” renlied Rodes st

- — -

*“Yes ™ she went on, “some of the news-

mmhﬁnﬂuwﬂuﬂhhb
nocent of the things of which be Is ac-
eused.”

Do they?" sald Ryder indifferently.

#ves™ she persisted, “most people
are on his side.”

She planted her elbows on the desk
#n fronot of her, and Jooking bim square-
1y in the face she asked him poiot
blank:

stwhose side are youo on—veally and
troly 7

Ryder wineced. What right had this

patience with difficulty as be replied:

«Whose side am I on? Ohb, I dont
know that I am on any side. I dom't
know that I give it much thought. I"—

“Do vou think this man deserves to
be punished? she demanded

She had resumed her seat at the desk
and partly regained her self possession.

“Why do you ask? What is your in-
terest in this matter?”

#1 don't know,” she replied evasive-
}y. “His case interests me, that's all
It's rather romantic. Your son loves

—many seem to think nnjustly.,” Her
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“Have you absolute proof In that
drawer? she demanded.

“] repeat that even If T had I could
not expose the men who have been my
friends. It's noblesse oblige in politics
as well as in soclety, you know."

He smiled again at her, as if he had
recovered his good humor after Chelr
sharp passages at arms.

«0Oh, it's politics! That's what the

said. And you believe him in-
nocent. Well, you must bave some
grounds for your belief.”

“Not necessarily.”

“You sald that even if you had the
proofs you could mot produce them
without sacrificing your friends, show-
ing that your friends are interested in
having this man put off the bench™—
Ehe stopped and burst into hysterical
laughter. “Oh, I think you're baving
1 joke at my expense,” she went on,
*just to see how far you can jead me.
1 daresay Judge Rossmore deserves all
he gets. Oh, yes, I'm sure he deserves

1t* Ebe rose and walked to the other

' politicians and unscrupulous financiers.

It was too much for me. Ah, ah, I
forgot where 1 wasl”

She leaned agwinst a chalr, sick and
faint from nervousness, her whole body
trembling. At that moment there was
a knock at the library door, and Jef-
ferson Ryder appeared. Not seeing
Shirley, whose back was toward him,
he advanced to greet his father.

“Youn told me to come up in five min-
ates,” he said. *I just wanted fo
Ay —
© *afiag Green,” sald Ryder senlor, ad-
dressing Shirley and iguoring whatever
#t was that the young man wanted to
gay, “this is my son Jefferson. Jefl,
this is Miss Green.”

Jefferson looked in the direction indl-
cated and stood as If rooted to the
floor. He was so surprised that he was
strock dumb. Finally, recovering him-
self, he exclaimed: =

~Shirley ™

“Yes, Shirley Green, the author,” ex-
plained Ryder senlor, not noticing the
note of familiar recognition in his ex-
clamation.

Shirley advanced and, boiding out
her hand to Jefferson, said demurely:

“] am very pleased to meet you, Mr.

. Ryder.” Then quickly In an undertone

- - 4

“What have you got therer~
voice trembled with emotion as sbhe
continued: *“I have heard from one
source or another—you kpow I am ac-
quainted with a number of newspaper
men—] have heard that life no longer .
has any interest for him, that he is not
only disgraced but beggared, that he is
pliningz avway slowly, dying of a broken |
heart, that his wife and daughter are
in despair. Tell me, do you think he .
dsserves such a fate?’ {

Ryder remained thoughtful & mo-
ment, and then be replied:

“No, I do not—no"'—

Thinking that she had touched his |
sympathies, Shirley followed up ber |
advantage: |

“(0h, then, why not come to his rescue |
—you, who are so rich, so powerful; -
you, who can move the scales of jus- |
tice at your will—save this man from |
humiliation and disgracel”

Ryder shrugged his shoulders, and
this face expressed weariness, as if the
subject had begun to bore him.

“)v dear girl, you don’t understand,
His removal is necessary.”

Shirley's face became set and hard. |
There was a contemptuous ring to ber
words as she retorted:

“Yet you admit that he may be inno-
cent!” i
“Even if 1 knew it as a fact, I could
not move.” i

“Do you mean to say that if you bhad |
positive proof?" She pointed

placed the letters. “If you had abso-
lute proof in that drawer, for instance,
avouldn't you help him then?” 1
Ryder's face grew cold and imscro- '
table; he now wore his fighting mask.
*“Not even if'I had the absolute proof

%

to the !
dnmmthaﬁukwhﬂuh&hndi

. she added: “Be careful. Don't betray

me.”

Jefferson was so astounded that he
did not see the outstretched band. All
he could do was to stand and stare
first at her and then at his father.
“savhy don't you shake hands with
her?' said Ryder senlor. *“She won't
bite you.” Then bhe added: “Miss Green
is going to do some Hterary work for
me, so we shall see a great deal of her.
t's too bad you're going away.” He
chockled at his own pleasaniry.

“Father,” blurted out Jefferson, “I
came to say that I've changed my
mind. You did not want me to go, and
I feel I ought to do something to please
you”

“Geod boy,™ said Ryder, pleased
*Now you're talking common sense.”
He turned to Shirley, who was getting
ready to make ber departure: “Well,
Miss Green, we may consider the mat-
ter settied. You undertake the work
&t the price I named and finish It as
soon as you can. Of course you will
have to consult me a good deal as you
go along, so I think it would be better
for you to come and stay here while
the work is progressing. Mrs. Ryder
can give you a suit of rooms to your-
gelf, where you will be undisturbed,
and you will have all your material
close at hand. What do you say?”

Shirley was silent for a moment
She looked first at Eyder and then at
his son, and from them her glance
went t:f the little drawer on the left
hand side of the desk. Then she said
quietly:

“Ag you think best, Mr. Ryder. 1 am

~ quite willing to do the work here.”

Ryder senior escorted her to the top
of the landing and watched her as she
passed down the grand staircase, ush-
ered by the gorgeously uniformed flun-
kies, to the front door and the street

CHAPTER XIIL
HIELEY entered upon her new
duties in the Ryder household
two days later. She had re-
tarned to her rooms the even-
ing of her meeting with the financier
in a state bordering upon hysteria. The
,q.t_*:[_’_lm.had.hegnln_

-

¢hat it seemed to her théy could mot be
‘roal’ and that she must be in a-dream.
The car ride to Seventy-fourth street,
the interview in the library, the dis-
covery of ker father's Jetters, the offer
to write the biograp

her was still more important, the invi-

tation to go and live In the Ryder home
weDe So remarka-

it was only with

would dispatch at once to Massapequa,
mthermuldbahﬂhe!unthumtn
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“Girts of your age are so companiona-
bie.” Then abruptly she asked, “Do
your parents live in New York?
Shirley’s face flushed, and she stoop-
ed over her trunk to hide her embar-
rassment.

=No—not at present,” she answered
evastvely. *“My mother and father are
in the country.”

She was afraid that more questions
of a personal nature would follew, but

“What a young girt you are to have
made such a s&rl"”

apparently Mrs. Ryder was net in an
inquisitive mood, for sbhe asked noth-
ing furtber. She only said:

“] have a son, but I don't see much
of him. You must meet my Jefferson.
He is such a nice boy.”

Shirley tried to look unconcerned as
she replied:

“] met him yesterday. Mr. Ryder
introduced him to me.”

=Poor lad! He has his troubles, too,"”
went on Mrs. Ryder. *“He's In love
with a girl, but his father wants him
to marry some one else. They're quar-
reling over it all the time.”

~“Parents shouldn't interfere in mat-
ters of the heart” sald Shirley de-
cisively. ‘gWhat

T

SEEBRES
|

- |
thing ts that the man should feel real
attachment for the woman be marries.
Two people who are to

live r as

man and wife must be compatible in
tastes and temper. You cannot mix
oil and water, It ls these selfish mar-
rages Which geep our divorce courts
busy. Money alone won't buy happl-
mess in marriage.” 1

“No,” sighed Mrs. Ryder. “No ome
knows that better than L.”

The flnanclers wife Wad already
most favorably imp with bher
guest, and she chatted on as if she had
known Salrley for years. It was rare-
1y that she had heard so JOURg & Wom-
an express soch n sense views,

and the more she talked with her the
was that she was

hardly !nfringe on Victor Hugo. FPer-
haps the best title was the simplesti—
“rhe History of the Empire Trading
Company.” Every one would under-
stand that It told the story of John
Burkett Ryder's remarkable career

from his earliest beginonings to the
She worked feverishly

posite the Casine, The park was al
most deserted at that bour, and there

ful for the rest and qulet.

She wondered what Jefferson thought
of her action in coming to his father’s
house practically in disguise and un-
der an assumed name. BShe must see
bim at once, for in him lay her hope of
obtaining jon of the letters.
Certainly she felt no delicacy or com-
punction in asking Jefferson to do ber
this service. The letters belonged to
her father, and they were being wrong-
fully withheld with the deliberate pur-
pose of doing him an injury. She had
a moral if pot a legal right to recover
the letters in any way that sbe could.

She was so deeply engrossed in her
thoughts that she bhad not noticed a
hansom cab which suddenly drew up
with a jerk at the curb opposite her
bench. A man jumped out. It was Jef-
ferson.

“Hello, Shirley,” be cried gaFly.
wrho would have expected to find you
rusticating on a bench here? I pictured
you grinding away at home doing lit-
erary stunts for the governor.” He
grinned and then added: “Come for a
drive. I want to talk to you.™

Shirley- demurred. No; she could not
spare the time. Yet, she thought to
herself, why was not this a good op
portunity to explain to Jefferson how
he came to find her in his father's li-
brary masquerading under another
name and also to ask him to secure the
letters for her? While she pondered
Jefferson insisted, and a few minutes
later she found herself sitting beside
him in the cab. They started off at a
brisk pace, Shirley sitting with her
head back, enjorying the strong breeae
czused by the rapid motion.

=waw tell me,” he said, “what doe=
it all mean? I was so startied at see
ing you in the llbrary the other day
that I almost betrayed you. How did
you come to call on father?

Briefly Shirley explained everything.
She told him how Mr. Ryder had writ-
ten to her asking her to call and see
him and how she had eagerly selzed at
this last straw in the hope of helping §
her father. She told him about the lot-
ters, explaining how necessary they
were for her father's defense and how
she had discovered them. Mr. Ryder,
she said, had seemed to take 2 fancy
to ber and had asked her to remain in
the house as his guest while she Was
compiling his biography., and she had
accepted the offer not so much for the
amount of money involved as for the
splendid opportunity it afforded ber to
galn possession of the letters.

“Ss that is the mysterious work you
spoke of, to get those letters® said
Jefferson.

“Yes: that is my mission. It was a
secret. 1 couldn't tell you. I couldnt
tell any one, Only Judge Stott knows.

He is aware I have fnunld ﬂ:\;m ﬂﬂfgﬂg
hourly expecting to receive them
ﬁmmﬁ#ﬂﬂﬂm‘:mr
His only answer was to grasp tighter
the hand she had laid in his. Bhe
knew that she would not have fo ex-
plain thln.m. of the service she

ne saxd simpliy:
get them.”

Thamhbrtﬂlﬂm&hnﬂgntufu
as Claremont, and from the hill sum-
mit they had a splendid view of the
broad sweep of the majestic Hudson
and the towering walls of the blue
palisades, The day was so beantiful
and the alr so Invigorating that Jefer-

and then
1 will

banks of the river., They could leave
the cab at Claremont and drive back
to the city later. Shirley was too
grateful to him for his promise of co-
ﬁpﬂlﬂmtﬁmkumrfnrmﬂuppml-
tion, and soon they were far away
from beatem highways, down on the

aral slope of the ground affordimg an
jdeal resting place she sat there, with
Jefferson stretched out at her feet, both
watching ily the damcing waters of
the broad Huodson, spangled with
gleams of light, as they swept swiltly
by on thelr journey to the sea.
“Shirley,” said Jefferson soddenly,
“] suppose You 'saw that' ridiculous
gtory about my alleged engagement to
Miss Roberts. I hope you understood
that it was @one without my consent.”
+1¢f 1 did pot guess It, Je," she an-
gwered, “your assurance would be suf-
Besides ™ she added, *“what
right have I to object™
“Bot I want you to have the right”™
he replled earnestly. *“T'm going to

fully. *“Their plan is te gel marmea
next Wednesday. I'll see my fatheron
Tuoesday. 1'll put the evidence in his
hands, and I don't think,” be added
grimiy, *“be’ll bother me any more
about Miss Roberts.”

~Se you'se Dot golng away nowl™
said Shirley, smiling down at him.

He sat uwp and lesned over toward
her.
*] ean't, Shirley, I simply can’t™ he
replied, his voice trembling. “Xou are
more to me than [ dreamed a woman
could ever be. I realize it more forci-
bly every day. There is no use fight-
Ing agalost it Without you my work,
my life, means nothing.”

Shirley sbook her head and averted
her eves.

“Don't Jet us speak of that Jefl,”
she pleaded gently. “I told you I did
not belong to mysel while my father
was In peril”

“RBut 1 must speak of It™ be inter
rupted. “Shirley, you do yourself an
injustice as well as me. You are not
indifferent to me—] feel that Then
why raise this barrier between us ¥

A soft light stole Into the girl's eyes
Ah, It was good to feel there was some
one to whom she was everything in the
world!

“Don't ask me to betray my trust
Jer,” she faltered. *“You know 1 am
pot Indifferent (O yoo—far from IL
But 1"—

He came closer until his face nearly
touched bers.

“] love you—I want you"™ he mur
mured feverishly. “Give me the right
to clalm you before all the world as my
future wifel™

Every note of his rich, manly volce,
vibrating with impetwous passion,
sounded in Shirley’s ear like a soft
caress. She closed her eyes. A strange
feeling of languor was stealing over
her: a mysterious thrill passed through
her whole body. The eternal, inevita-
ble sex instinct was disturbing for the
first time a woman whose life had
been singularly free from such infiu-

< pottine to fiieht all the caicum
tions and resolves her cooler judgment
had made. The sensuous charm of the

place—the distant splash of the water.
2 To be continued.
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THE LIVERPOOL ANO LONDON AND CLOBE
INSURANCE COMPANY.

FIRE AND LIFE.

The Largest Fire Insurance Office in
the Werld.
Capital $10,000,000
Aocumulsted Funds. ... 30,500,000
Jnvested In Canads.... 900, 000

Rates and premiums as low as axy other
respectable company. The settlement of
loeses is prompt and liberal. The resourees
and -msing of the company afford those
perfect security sgainst loss.
Agent for Lindsay and Vietoria County.

insured im i%

Farm Loans

MONEY TO LOAN on Mortgage or any
term from § to 10 years at lowest cur-
rent rate of interest, with privilege of re-
payment in instalments when required.

Expenses kept down to the Jowest ooteh.
All business of this mature kept strietly
private and confidential

Come and see me if you waat mobney
and get o y terms.

J. H. SOOTHERAN,

Land Agent, 21 Kent-st. Lindsay.
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CARRIAGE
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First class Buggies and Wag-

Repairs done on shortest notice.
Repainting done by first-class
workmen, at

Kylie's Old Stand

————

Horse Clippers
Poultry Netting
Bird Cages

Clothes Wringers
Slip Ladders
Wheel Barrows

Kalsomine
Prism Paint
Floer Wax
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Fire Clay
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