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OPPOSITION DEPLORABLE WEA

8

Canallan t

( Spdcial correspondeoce
Comnrier.)

There s nothing Wworse for parlia-

ment tham to'bave a weak opposition

and there is not:the slightest doubt

but that the Opposition at the pre-

sent time %8 deplorably weak.
Mr. R. L. Borden has shown him-

self deplorably weak during the Pre-
sent session; 1 -am given to under-
<tand that there has‘peéen & consider-
ahle change in his tactics, but irom
what I have observed % consider him
to be far too petulant and testy for
the leader of a great -party. He has
intervened in debates -totally anwor-
thy of the abtention of a leader.
These have been points wh'ch might
have been raised DY privete individo-
als in the rank snd file of the party
and served very usefully as Dpin-
pricks, aggravating the government,
but they were points qurte unworthy
of the serious attention of the lead-
er of a great party. As a mewler of
sact, as we look through the ranks
of +the Opposition, it is difficelt to
#nd a man worthy of the position of
leader, or a man who is Likely at
all to lead the party to victory. Mr.
Foster has great ability, but OWIkg
to recent occurrences, he is political-
iy dGead. There are, 0O doubt, many
able men in the Opposition ranks,
but if one enumerates them one DY
one, tmere is always some weakness
or other objectian to their poeition
as leader.

On the Government side, after Bir.
Wilirid Laurier, there appears to be
several ablg men. The Hon. W. 8.
Fielding is certainly a man of great
brain power and ability, but he has
the unfortunate weakness of being
easily aroused bY¥Y the Opposition.
The Hen. G. P. Graham strikes me
as being a very strofig man, and he
has the saving grace of good humor.
Both in the house and in the com-
mittee, I have been very much struck
noe only by the good temper which
he hae displayed, but alse with the
shrewdness with which he has dealt
«ith all matters brought before him.
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CONSERVATIVES IN QUEBEC

(From the Montreal Herald)
The leaders of the party in 1900,
that is to say, the leaders outside
Quebec, simply made Sir Wilfrid a
present of the province, incidentally
offering the Conservative. candidates
«s a bleeding sacrifice. Six months
heiore the election it looked as if
there might be a fairly even fight,
even im Quebec., Charles Tupper, who
was ne fool in polities, opened his
prelimimary campaign with, a fine
speech im Quebec city. But the Mont-
real Jumta and the, Ontario leaders
knew better than he, and they got
him into the famous *‘new movemen o
which proceeded to make the province
of Quebec hated, distrusted and de-
spised by every Consgervative sympa-
thizer in every other province of
Canada. Mr. Monk escaped with his
political lile, and even that the St.
James ftreet Junta tried to take
from him. To expiate their own folly
they turned him out of the provincial
leadership, just when he was getting
a good force of young meqy trained to
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SHATTERED PARTY

S ———

The distcigaares In regard t< (the

djssensions in the Conservative merty
in the Dominion House continue.
Toromt
Empire, the Toronto world, the Muon-
treal Star, -the ilontreal Gazette, The
Ottaws Citizen, <Lhe Hamilton Spec-
tator, the Halifax Herald, and othes
leading Conservative journals,
been making puhiie more and more of
the inside facts, awd it is now plaim
to a demonstration thac fully half

¥T'he
o iNews, the Toronto Maii=snd

have

the Conserpative members in the

Dominion House are for ousting Mr.
Borden from the leagarship and many
of the remaisder woulki be 10 less
willing if they could omly see SOme-
body to take bhis place

The Montreal Gazette, which
stood by Mr. Borden with a constan-
¢y excelled only, by thai ef the Tor-
onto News, admits that his position
as leader of the, party hamgs oD the
ragged edge and for this blames lar-
gely some of the,above mentioned
Conservative papers without maming
them—‘some newspapers,’”’ it sa¥s,
«which have not, always helped the
“party in its difficulties.” The Gaz-
ette has used plain language Wwhich
the Post has already 'quoted,
in regard to certain, of Mr. Borden's
lientenants, who, it says, have made
good understandng and good Jeader-
ship impossible in the party; the Ga-
zette’'s owm preference,plainly is that
Mr. Bordep, should continuze in the
lead?rship, because, toquote its words
there is in the party no other men
of his moral, intellectual and politi-
cal stature to put,in his place.
But, as the insurgent Conservatives
point out, he has failed to make good
as a leader. The Conservative naval
flasco is what brought the disruption
of the party to its present desperate
stage, Says a special despatch from
Ottawa to the Toronto World, after
speaking of the  fmcreasing resent-
ments between the- different sections
in the Conservative party :

“The attempt of the Torontc
‘remnants of the old Conservative
News to make scape-goats of Fos-

has

Tayler, and the other whips,

men are not responsible for

servatives have pursued in
years. The insurgency 1s
th's parliamentary policy,

those who made it and ' flaoted

Conservatives so-called. It is

Borden’s house policy that is

sociated with him in making

main issue.”’ b
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Acid Mouth is the
Cause of Tooth
Decay.

The acid is Lastic Acid, present
‘n most mouths and caused by

{erm=nting food particles. It
gradually eats through the en

ernment measures were broken. “F

«jg even specially stated that

1ito the surprise of all the followin
“something else was substituted.’’

the Conservative is the accumulate

during the same year in the
and navy expenditures -of the United
States was only $13,000;000 less than
great total.of benefactions. - This is
one of the facts set forth iu amil}-
ustrated broadside, printed .in:colers,
which is issued by tke New York
Peace Society, arguing ithat a half
should be called in the pouring out; of
millions in preparations for war and
making a striking ap
of the national wealth
States for more productive, humane
and enlightened purposes.

‘hbeen an increase of $143,000.00 durieg

ter, Haggart, Sproule and George
all

party' is also resented here. These
the

perl awentary policy that the Con-
late

against
and

it
out more than nagainst uiscredited
Mr.

in
questicn, amd those who were 8s-
it.
Monk did not make it. This is the

According to the Toronto World,
which speaks with inside information
quite a number of Conservative mem-
bers are insurgents because promises
given in cancas of certain action and
courses of eriticism on certain gov-

a

“prom#se was given to move the six
“month’'s hoist on the Naval ibill and

Of course, tne present disruption in

result, of years of lack of strong lead-

otal of $185,000,000. But the imcrease
army

peal for the use
of the United

When the ‘‘burden of milatrismc”’
is spoken of, the thought that is Us-
ually called up, is of the pations of
Hurope staggering umder the cost of
““armed peace.’”’” The heavy expendit
tures for naval and military purpos-
es are not by any means coznfined to
Europe however. The average annual
cost af,the army and navy i The Un-
ited States for the eight years pre-
ceding the Spanish war (1830-98) was
$51,500,000. For the eight years suc-
ceeding (1902-10) it has beem $185,-
400,000. That is to say, there has

snhe past eight years as compared
sith the eight years preceding.

‘One of the leading and most stren-
uscus of the advocates of increased
nayal expenditures by the United
States government is Congressman
Hobgon, who as a naval lieutenant
co distinguished himself in the seige
of Sastiago. He is now demanding
that eonpress shall provide for four
more Dreadnoughts. Even heis unab-
le to ignore the manifest necessity
of the premotion of peace between
the nations, and he is now advocatl-
ing the appropriation by Congress of
a sum equal to one-twentieth of the
total expenditures on armanents for
the purpose of a peace propaganda.
The proposal is not without: its fan-
tastic  side, but is significant.

As against any increase in expen-
penditures for war, the broadside of
the New York Peace Society declares
that the defences of the United Stat-
es are more than amply adequate
now. ‘‘No sane man oOppoOses adequ-
ate nmational defence,’’ it says. " We
do not oppose expenditures required,
only by personal or national ambit-
ion." Among the pictured argument
set forth in the broadside referred to
is a pair of contrasting money bags,
showing that the total revenue of the
United States last year was $423,-
000.000 or 70 per cent, went for pen-
sions on account of past wears and
for war preparations, leaving $181,-
600,000 or 30 per cent for all other
purposes. It is shown that the cost
of one battleship like . the Niorth Da-
kota would build 1,400 churches at
$20,000 each, or 7,000 farms at $4000
or provide a college education for
14,000 men or women at 3500 a year
for four years. or build a first-class
macadam road from New Yorp to
Chicago, or build and equip fifty
manual training schools, that would
teach the rudiments of a trade to
75,000 young people each year.

Many other illustrations are given ;
of what could be done with a mere
fraction of military and naval ex3-
penditures of the Tnited States, one
of the most striking ‘being in connec-
tion with the campaign against tub-
erculosis, of which dise2se some 160,- |
000 people are dying yearly under the
Stars and Stripes. The eight Yyear
increase alone in the army and navy
expend tures, stated above, would be i
enough to banish tuberculosis from
the United States, within a reason-
able time, if efficiently used. The facts
and figures thus set forth by the
New York Peace Society are certain-
ly of a character to compel
thoughtful consideration on the part
of the people of the country to the
south, especially in view  of

t
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Congress by Mr. Tawney, the chair-
man of the committee on appropria-
tions: ‘“The expenditures for this

purpose the. coming fiscal year (1909-

d
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WOMENS

WEAR A “KING” OR “GOLD MEDAL” HAT

Men's [mported Eaglish Fur Felt
| qualities. **A hat for every head.”

Other makes at from $1 00 to $2.00.
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Need a Rain Cﬂat;-
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Buy Dress Ginghams
At 10c Yard
new Dress
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A Direct Importation of Women's Hair Gog
The very newest ideas for hair dressing, and very popa
styles indeed. :
PADS 25c. TURBANS 25c and 50c.

Really the very best values ever offered,
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Patrie and Hodgins, K.u.
Montreal, April 12.—F. E. Hodgins,

La

has his picture in
for having op-
ominating a
for the Pro-

K.C., of Toronto,
La Patrie of this city.
posed the principle of 1
French-Canadian judge
vince of Ontario.

La Patrie expresses the hope that

' he belongs to a rare species.

rushed to Death.
April 12.—An engine
proceeding east at
sterday morning, ran
into a rockslide. The engine and ca-
boose turned complctely over, pinning
Engineer Roberts underneath, where
he died four hours later, not being
got out till ten o’clock.

Engineer C
Fernie, B.C.,

four o’clock ve

Comet Makes Them Sleepy.
Evansvile, Ind., April 12.—Scores of
people in this cornmunity complain
that they are unable to get encugh
sleep; in fact, in several instances
r 15 or 24 hours
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Ranging From 25c Pair up to $6.5]

SON:
Freight Paid
$25.00 Purch®
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South Vi

Word has been received by Mr. Jos
McDonald, of the Flavelle Milling

| Co. of the death of his uncle, Mr.
1Meﬁanﬂer McDonald, of Chicago,
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