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Girlhood and Scoz?’ s Emulsion are

linked together.

The girl who
sion has plenty of

takes Scorf’s Emul-
rich, red blood; sheis

ﬁlump,acﬁwand energetic.

The reason is that at a period when'a girl's

digestion is weak,

progides her with

Scort’'s Emulsion
powerful nourishment in
easily digested form.

It is a food that builds and keeps up a

girl’s strength.

ALL DRUGGISTS1 50c. AND $1.00.
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Masquerader

By KATHERINE CECIL THURSTON,
Author of *The Circle,” Ete.

by Harper & Brothers

8 counTy Dousands of Inlles away.
For should Russia subdue the Insur-
gent Hazaras and, Jaden with the hon-
ors of the peacemaker, retire across
the frontier, then the political arena
would remain undisturbed; but should
the all important movement predicted
by Lakeley become an accepted fact be-
fore parllament rose for the Easter re-
cess, then the first blow In the fight
that would rage during the succeeding
session must inevitably be struck. In
the meantime it was Fraide's difficuilt
position to-wait and watch and yet pre-
serve his. dignity. "

It was early in the afternoon of
March 29-that Loder, in response to &
long standing invitation, lunched quiet-
1y with the Fraides. Belng delayed by
some communications from Wark. he
was b rew minntes Tate in keeplng his

appointment, and-on belng shown into
; ghoulder reading the telegram with

the drawing room found the littlegroup
of three that was to make up the party
already assembled—Fraide, Lady Sa-
rah—and Eve. .As he entered the room
they ceased to speak, and all three
turned in his direction.

In the first moment-he had a vague
Impression of responding suitably. to
Lady Sarah’s cordial greeting, but he
knew that-immediately .and uncon-
sclously his eyesiturned to Eve, while
a quick sense of surprise and satiafac-
tion passed through him at sight bf
ber. For an instant be wondered how
ghe would mark his avoldance of her
since thelr last eventful interview; then
‘fnstantly he blamed himself for the
passing doubt. For, before all things,
ha'knew her to be a woman of the
world.

He took;Fralde's outstretched band,
and again he looked toward Eve, walt-
ing for her to speak.

. Bhe met his glance, but sald nothing.
Instead of speaking she smiled at him
—a smile that was far more reassuring
than any words,”a smilp that In a
single second conveyed forgiveness,
approbation and a warm, almost ten-
der sense of sympathy and comprehen-
slon. The remembrance of-that smile
stayed with-him long after~they were
seated at table and far Into the future

the remembrance of the lunch Itself, |

with-its pleasant private sense of sat-
{sfaction, was destined to return to
him in retrospective moments. The
delighttul.atmosphere of ‘the Fraldes’
home life had alwavs been & wonder
and an enigma to him, but on this day
he seemed to grasp Its meaning by a
new light as he watched Eve often
under its Infiluence and felt himself
drawn imperceptibly ftom the position
of a speculative outsider to that of ‘an
intimate. It was a fresh side to the
complex, fascinating life of which
Fralde was the master splrit. :

These reflections had grown agree-
ably famliliar to his- mind. The talk,
mamentarily diverted into soclal chan-
nels, was quletly drifting back to the
Inevitable guestion of the “situation”
that in private moments was never far
from their lips, when the event that
was to mark and separate that day
from those that had preceded It was
unceremoniously thrust upon them.

Without announcement or apology,
the door was suddenly flung open and
Bakeley entered the room.

His face was brimming with exeite-
ment, and hisieyes flashed. In the
“first haste of the entry he falled to see
that there were ladies in the room and,
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crossing instantly fo Fralde, G -
open telegram before him. “This is
official, sir,” he sald. Then at last he
glanced round the table.

“Lady Sargh!” he exclalmed. “Can
you forgive me? But I'd have given
a hundred pounds to be the first with
this™ He glanced back at Fralde.

Lady Sarah rose and stiretched out
her hand. *“Mr. Lakeley,” she said, *1
more than understand!” There was a
thrill in her warm, cordial voice, and
her eyes also turned toward her hus-
band.

Of the whole party Fraide alone was
perfectly calm. He sat very still, his
gmall, thin figure erect and dignified,
as his eyes scanned the message that
meant so much.

Eve, who had sprung from her seat
and passed round the table at sound of
Lakeley’'s news, was leaning over his

him. At the last word she lifted ber
head, her face flushed with excltement

“How splendid it must be to be a
man!” she exclaimed, and without
premeditation her eyes and YLoder’s
met.

In this manner came the news from
Persin and with it Loder’s definite
call. In the momentary stress of ac-
tion It was Impossible that any thought
of Chilcote could obtrude itself. Events
had followed each other too rapidly,
decisive action bhad been too much
thrust upon him, to allow of hesita-
tion, and it was In this spirit, under
this vigorous pressure, that he made
his attack upon the government on the
day that followed Fralde’s luncheon

That indefinable attentiveness, that
alert sensation of impending storm,
that s so strong an Index of the par-
liamentary atmosphere was verv keen
on that memorable 1st of April. It
was obvious In the crowded benches
on both sides of the house, in the one-
ness of purpose that Insensibly made
itself felt through the ranks of the op-
position and found definite expression

in Fralde's stiff figure and tightly shut
lips, In the unmistakable uneasiness

that lay upon the ministerial benches.
But notwithstanding these Indica-
tions of battle the early portlon of the
proceedings was unmarked by exclte-
ment, being tinged with the purposeless
lack of vitality that had of late marked
all affairs of the Sefborough ministry,

and It was not until the adjournment |
- of British sovereignty,

of the house for the Easter recess had
at last been moved that the spirit of
activity bovering In the air descended
and galvanized the assembly Into life.
It was then, amid a stir of interest,
that Loder slowly rose.

Many curious Incidents have marked
the speechmaking annals of the house
of commons, but it is doubtful whether
it has ever been the lot of a member
to hear his own volce ralsed for the
first time on a subject of vital Interest
to bis party, having been denied all
Initial assistance of minor guestions
asked or uonlmportant amendments
made. Of all those gathered together
in the great building on that day, only
one man apwPciated the difficulty of
Loder’s position, and that man was
Loder himselt s

He rose slowly and stood silent for
a couple of seconds, his body braced,
his fingérs touching the sheaf of notes

' that lay in front of him. To the wait-
' Ing house the silence was effective; It

might mean overassura or it might

mean a fallure of nerve &t a eritical

moment. Eilther possibility had a tinge
of plguancy. Moved by the same im-
pulse, fifty palrs of eyes turmed upon
bim with new Interest, but up In the
ladles’ gallery Eve clasped ber hands
in sudden apprehension, and Fralde,
sitting stifly in his seat, turned and
shot one swift glance at the man on

| whom, against prudence and precedent,
 be had

nned his falth. The glance
was JHut very searching, and with
g characteristie movement of zﬁﬂ
shonlders he resumed his posi and

that faced him, Iine upon line, seemed
to flash and brighten with critical ln-
terest, Only Fraide made ho change of
expression. He sat placid, serious, at-
tentive, with the shadow of a smile be-
hlnd his eyes.

Again Loder paused, but thls time the
pause was shorter. The ordeal he hadl
dreaded and waited for was passed,
and he saw his way clearly. With the
old movement of the shoulders he
straightened himself and once more be-
gan to speak. This time his voice rang
quletly true and commanding across
the floor of the house.

No first step can be really great. It
must of necessity possess more of

thau ot achlevement. Never-
theless it is by the first step that a man
marks the value not only of his cause,
but of himself. Following broadly on
the lines that tradition has laid dowm
for the Conservative orator, Loder dis-
guised rather than displayed the veln
of strong, persuasive eloguence that
was his natural gift. The occaslon that
might possibly justify such a display
of individuality might lle with the fu-
ture, but it had no application to the
present. For the moment his duty
was to volce his party sentiments with
as much lucidity, as much logic and as
much calm conviction as lay within
his capacity.

Standing quietly in Chilcote’s place,
ke was conscious with a deep sense of

His volce rang quictly true and com-
manding.
gravity of the pecullarity of his posi-
tion, and perhaps it was this uncon-
scious and unstudied seriousuess that
lent him the tone of weight and judg.
ment so essential to the cause he had
in hand. It bas always been difficult
to arouse the Interest of the house on
matters of British policy In Persia.
Once aroused It may, It Is true, reach
fever heat with remarkable rapidity,
but the introductory stages offer that
worst danger to the earnest speaker—
the dread of an apathetic audlence.
But from this consideration Loder, by
his sharp consciousness of personal
difficulties, was given immunity.
Pitching his voice in that quielly
masterful tone that beyond £l otaers
compels attention, e took up hils sulb-
ject and dealt with it with dispassion-
ate force. With creat skill he tonched

dreds of traders who, in the security
are fighting
their way upward from Indila, from
:rlgh:mmn. even from England her-

Following up his point, he dilated on
these subjects of the British crown
who, cut off from adequate assistance,
can only turn In personal or commer-
clal peril to the protective power of

| the nearest consulate. Then, quietly

demanding the attention of his hear-
ers, he marshaled fact after fact to
demonstrate the Isolation and Inade-

guman enough to De susceptiple to the
change.

The first appreclation of it came Iim-
mediately after the excitement of the
division, when Fralde, singling him
out, took his arm and pressed it affec-

tionately.
“My dear Chilcote,” he said, “we are

all proud of you!" Ther, looking up
into his face, he added, In & graver
tone, “but keep your mind upon the
future: never be blinded by the pres-
ent, however bright it seems.”

At the touch of his hand, at the spon-
taneous approval of his first words, Lo-
der’s pride thrilled, and In & vehement
rush of ambition his senses answered
to the praise. Then, as Fraide in all
unconsciousness, added his second sen-

tence, the hot glow of feeling suddenly !

chilled.
In a sweep of Intuitive reaction

the meaning and the danger of his
falsely real position extinguished his
excitement and turned his triumph
cold. With an involuntary gesture he
withdrew his arm.

“You're very good, sir,” bhe said. “And
you're very right. We never should for-
get that there is—a future.”

The old man glanced up, surprised by
the tone.

“Quite so, Chilcote,” be said kindly.
“But we only advise those in whom we
belleve to look toward It. Bhall we find
my wife? I know she Wwill want to
bear you home with us.”

But Loder's joy In himself and his
achievement had dropped from him.
He shrank suddenly from Lady Sarah’'s
congratulations and Eve's warm, sllent
approbation.

“Thanks sir,” he sald, “but I don't
feel fit for soclety. A touch of my
nerves, I suppose.” He laughed short-
ly. “But do you mind saying to Eve
that I bope I have satisfied her?" He
added this as If In half reluctant after-
thought.

Then. wWith a sbort pressure of
Frmaey “hAang, Ne turhed, &¥ading
the many groups that walted to claim
him, and passed out of the house alone.

Halling a cab, he drove to Grosvenor
square. All the exaltation of an hour
ggo had turned to ashes. His excite-
ment had found its culmination In a
sense of futility and premonition.

He met no one in the hall or on the
stalrs of Chilcote’s house, and on enter-
ing the study he found that also de-
sertod

Greening bad been among the most
absorbed of those who listened to
his speech. Passing at once Into the
room, he crossed as if by instinct to
the desk, and there balted. On the top
of some unopened letters lay the sig-
nificant yellow envelope of a telegram;
the telegram that in an unformed, sub-
consclous way bhad sprung to his ex-
pectation on the moment of Fralde's
congratulation.

Very quietly he picked it up, opened
and read it, and, with the automatic
eaution that had become habltual, car-
ried it across the room and dropped It
in the fire. This done, he returned to
the desk, read the letters that awalted

Chilcote, and, sceribbling the necessary

with the same quiet suppression, he
passed from the room, down the stalrs
and out loto the street by the way

Lad come. Py

persistent shadow,
He was |1l at ease as be hurried for-

ward. With each succeeding day of
the old life the new annoyances, the
new obligations, became more hamper-
ing. Before his compact with Loder
this old life had been a net about his
feet. Now the meshes seemed to have
narrowed, the net itself to bave spread
till it smothered his whole being. His
own housebold, his own rooms even,
offered no sanctuary, The presence of
another personallty tlnged the atmos-
phere. It was preposterous, but It was
undeniable, The lay figure that be bad
set In his place had proved to be flesh
and blood, bad ufurped his life, his
position, his very personality, by sheer
right of strength. As he walked along
Bond street In the first sunshine of the
year, jostled by the well dressed crowd,
he felt a pariah.

He revolted at the new order of
things, but the revolt was a silent one—
the iron of expediency had entered into
his soul. He dared not jeopardize Lo-
der’s position because he dared not dis-
pense with Loder. The door that
guarded his vice drew him ,more re-
gistlessly with every Indulgence, and
Loder’s was the volce that called the
“open sesame.”

He walked on aimlessly. He had
been but five days at home, and al
ready the gqulet, grass grown court of
Clifford's inn, the bare staircase, the
comfertless privacy of Loder's rooms,
seemed a baven of refuge. The speed
with which this hunger had returned
frightened him.

jmugned softy. 7The Iaugh sulted the
light spring air, as she herself sulted
the pleasant, superficial scene.

He took her hand and beld It, while
his e traveled from her delicate
face.to her pale cloth gown, from he:
soft furs to the bunch of roses fasten:
ed in her muff. The sight of her was
a curious rellef. Her cool, slim fingers
were so casual, yet so clinging; bes
voles and her presence were so redo
lent of easy, artificial things.

“How well you look!” he sald lovol
untarily.

Again she langhed. “That's my pre
rogative,” she responded lightly. “Butl

| 1 was serious in being glad to see you.
| Sareastic people are always so intul-

tive. I'm looking for some one with

intultion.”

Chllcote glanced up.
again?’ be sald dryly.

She smiled at him sweetly. “Jack!"
ghe murmured, with slow reproach.

Chilcote laughed quickly. *“I under
stand. You've chagged your minister
of finance. I'm wanted In some other
Jirection.”

This time her reproach was express-
ed by a glance. *“You are always
wanted,” she sald.

The words seemed to rouse him
agaln to the shadowy self distrust that

the sight of her had lifted
~(t's—it's delightful to meet you like

this,” he began, “and I wish the meet-
ing wasn't momentary. But I'm—I'm
rather pressed for time. You must let
me come round one afternoon—or even-
ing, when you're alone.” He fumbled
for a moment with the collar of his
coat and glanced furtively upward to-
ward Oxford street.

But again Lilllan smiled, this time to
herself. 1f she understood anything
on earth, it was Chllcote and his
moods.

“If one may be careless of anything,
Jack,” she sald lightly, “surely it's of
time. I can imagine belng pressed for
anything else in the world. If it's an
appointment you're worrying about, a
motor goes ever so much faster than a
cab” She looked at him tentatively,
her head slightly on one side, her muff
raised till the roses and some of the
soft fur touched her cheek,

She looked very charming and very
persuasive as Chilcote glanced back.
Again she seemed to represent a re-
spite—something graceful and subtle
in a world of oppressive obligations.
His eyes strayed from her figure to the
smart motor car drawn up beside the
curb,

8he saw the glance. “Ever so much
quicker,” she insinuated. And, smiling
agaln, she stepped forward from the
door of the shop. After a second's
indecision Chilcote followed her.

The walting car had three seats, one
in front for the chauffeur, two vis-a-
vis at the back, offering pleasant possi-
bilities of o tete-a-tete.

“The park—and drive slowly,” Lillian
ordered as she stepped Inside, motion-
Ing Chilcote to the seat opposite.

They moved up Bond street smoothly

acd rapidly. Lilllan was absorbed In
the passing traffic until the Marble
arch was reached: then, as they glided
through the big gates, sbhe looked
across at her companion. He bhad
turned up the collar of his coat, though
the wind was scarcely perceptible, and
buried himself In It to the ears.

“It is extraordinary!” she exclaimed
suddenly as her eyes rested on bhis
face. It was seldom that she felt
drawn to exclamation. She was usoal-
ly too indolent to show surprise. But
now the feeling was called forth be-
fore she was aware.

Chilcote looked up. “What's extraor-
dinary? he sald sensitively.

Bhe leaned forward for an Instant
and touched his hand.

“Bear!™ she sald teasingly. *“Did 1
rub your fur the wrong way?" Then,
seelng his expression, she tactfully
changed her tone. “I'll explain. It
was the same thing that struock me the
night of Blanche’s party—when you
Jooked at me over Leonard Kalne's
head. You remember?' She glanced
away frem him across the park to
where the grass was already showing
ETCeener.

Chileote felt 11l at ease. Again he
put his hand to his coat collar,

“Oh, yes,” he said hastily; “yes.” He
wished now that he had questioned Lo-
der more closely on the proceedings of
that party. It seemed to him on look-
Ing back that Loder had mentioned
nothing on the day of their last ex-
change but the political complications
that absorbed his mind.

(T'e be continuoed.)
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Women Who Wear Well. PHYSIClaxng 1B

It is astonishing how great a change &
few years of married life often make In
the appearance and disposition of many
women. The freshness, the charm, the
brilllance vanish like the bloom {rom &
peach which Is rudely bhandled. The
matron is only a dim shadow, a faint echo
of the charming malden. There are two
reasons for this change, fgnorance and
neglect. Few young women appreciate
tho shock to the system through the
change which comes with marriago and
motherhood. Many neglect to deal with
the unpleasant pelvic drains and weak-
pesses which too often come with mar
riage and motherhood, not understanding
that this socret drain i robling thoe cheok
of its Treshpess and the form of its
falrness.

As surely as the general health snffers
when there is dé™apoementof tle healll
of the delicate womalig organs, £0 surely

g million women have found health gud
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vorite Prescription, It makes weak wom-
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harmfal habit-forming drugs. Riace
wholly of those native, Amorican, medic-
inal roots rrost hizhly recommended by
leading medical authorities of all the sev-
eral schocls of practice for the cure of
woman's peculiar ailments,

For nursing mothers,or for thoso broken-
down in health by too frequent bearing of
children, also for the expectant mothe
to prepare the sysitem for the coming o
baby and making its advent ecasy and
almost painless, there s no medicine quits
80 g'o-:-dpu «Favorite Prescription.® It
can do po harm in any condition of the
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tonic and strengthening nervine nicely
adanted to woman’s delicate system by &
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ment of women's peculiar ailments,
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evepning at Jos. Carroll's, R. L. Mor-
gan’s, J. C. Burke's and A: Moove's.

LINDSAY MARBLE WORES

R. CAAMBERS, Prop.
The only up-to-date Mable and Grasi¥®
Weorks in the County. Latest 0€ -
lowest prices and best work. (&l -
see the pneumatie tools st work. G
prices before buying elsewhere.
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