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“Beware the-nexd blast!”

somers [med up beneath the glaring
storches wore the army blue. They
#were miners all, or-thugs and ruffians
sgatheved ffem the camp. Where, be
swondered, were the soldiers.

“Didn’t you have troops from the
Darracks to kelp you? he asked.

«Not a troop. We haven’t seen a sol-
Aier since we went to work.”

-At this the young leader became
ajermed. Had this whole attack mis-
carried? Had this been no elash with
the Urited -States forces, after all?
If «0, the news would pever reach
Wasnoingion, -and instead of accom-
phshinz his end, bhe and his friends
Tad - thrust themseives into the reaims
of ounilawry, where the soldiers could
be employed against them with impo-
mity, ~where prices would rest upom
their houds. Inneeent blood had been
shed, court properiy destroyed. Moe-
Namare had them where he wanted
them 2t last They were, at bay.

The rwounded prisoners were taken
to the: foundaries @ the Midas and
released with soch -warnings as the
imagination of Dextey could conjure
wp. Thea Glenister -assembled his
men, speiking to them . plainiy:

“Boys, tnis is no wvicsery. In fact,
we're worse off than weywere before,

.apd our blgs:st fight is coming., There's
a ekance to zet away now before day-
Hght and before we're recognized, but
if we're seenhere at sunyp «we’'ll bave
to stay and fight. Boldiers w2l be sent
-against uvs, bt if we hold out, and the
.gtruggle is fiere= enough, it may reach
‘40 Waskington. This will bea differ-
onf kind of fighting now, though. It
wwill be svarfare .gpnre and stmple. How
many of you wil stick?”

“All of we” sajd they in unison, and,

dorbulent night the tiwred men labored
o reaay o arop, led always by the
young giamt, who seemed withoul fa-
tiguoe.

It was peérhaps four bears after mid-

office telephone—eays It's life or death.”
Glenister hurried to the building,

Jotaa going ™" I
“Where are you
«To the Sign of the Sled,” he panted.
w@e've stood by you, Glenister, amd
. you ean’t quit us like this,” said one
_ wThe trail to town is good,
and we'll take it if you do.” Roy saw
deserting, feared

 mor of which they did not know.

«we'll let the mine go, boys, for 1
car’t ask you to do what I refuse to do
myself, and yet it's not fear that’s

:

to
Ahead, the bleak moauntains brooded
_ over forbidding valleys; to the west a
. suffused.sun glared sullenly, painting
the high piled clouds with the gorgeous
hues of -a stormy sunset To Helen,
the wild scene seemed dyed with the
colors .of flame and blood and steel.

“That rain raised the deuce with the
trails” -said Struve, as they picked
- their - way past an unsightly “glip”
whenee a part of the overhanging
mountain,- loosened by the deluge, had
glid into the gulch. *“Anocther storm
 like that would wash out these roads
~completety.”

Even in the daylight it was no easy
¢ask to-avoid these danger spots, for
the horses floundered on the muddy
sal. ' Vaguely the girl wondered: how
she would find her way back In the
darkness, as she had planned. She
_said little as they approached the noad-
house, for the thoughts within: her brain
.had begun to.clamor too wildly, but
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rose ab t]yfmmhjjthilr. He made
tﬂwnrﬂnl:;l;r. but she retreated to the
=all. pale and wide eyed.

“Can’t you see,” she flung at him,
~+hat I most know?”

He paused. w0t course I can, but

1 want a kiss to bind the bargain—to
He reached for

hot ome, but

you've seen those papers. I've :mdled
you, and I'll phnenhetthltmmt
marry Mc¢Namara or look your uncle
Inthaereﬂﬂyoukmwthemth-
You mizht do either if you knew them
to be crooks, but you couldn't if you
only suspected {t—that's the woman.
When you_get-mmiy, come back. T
show you ymset, .beeguse I don’t clalm
tﬂ hE mm [FTTTY ;Wm't I ﬂm—wiltﬂn
Struve, bargainer of some mean abil-
_ When they come to Inscribe my
headstone I hope they can carve there-
on with truth, ‘He got value re-
ceived.” ™ :
| “You're a panther,” she said loath-
ingly.

“Graceful and elegant brute, that™
| he laughed. “Affectionate and full of
play, but with sharp teeth and sharper
claws. To follow out the ides, which
pleases me, I believe the creature owes
po loyalty to its fellows, and hunts
alone. Now, when you've followed this
conspiracy <ut and- placed the blame
| where it belongs, won't you come and
tell me about it? That door leads into
I:.n outer hall which opens Into the

street. No one will see you come O
| 82"
As she hurried along she wondered
dazedly why she had stayed to listen
so long. What a monster he was: His
meaning was plain, bad always been
so from the first day he laid eyes on
| her, and he was utterly conscienceless.
She had known all this; and yet, in ber
proud, youthful confidence, and In her
need, every hour more desperate and
urgent, to know 3ibe truth, she had
dared risk herself with him. Withal,
the man was shrewd and observant
and had divioed her mental condition
with remarkable sagacity. She bad
tailed with him: but the kirl now knew
that she could never rest till she found
an answer to her questions. She must
kill: this suspicion that ate into her so.

Shortz took the horses and answered
his employer’s questions curtly, flash-
ing a curious look at Helen. Under
other conditions the girl would have
been delighted with the place, for this

was the ¢ test spot she had found
in the not § country. The maln room
held bar gold scales, a rude table

and a huge iron heater, while its
walls and ceiling were sheeted with
white cloth so cunningly -stitched .and
tacked that it seemed & cavern hol-
lowed from chalk. It.was filled with
‘trophies. of the hills—stuffed birds and

. Struve, more arrogant than.ever be-:| animals, skins and antlers—{rom which
fore, more -terrifyingly sure .of him-:| jepended :in careless confusion dog

self, was loundly garrulous. . AS
drew nearer and nearer, the dread:
that possessed the girl became. of para-
lyzing intensity. If she should fail—
but she vowed she would not,.could’
+mot, fail

They rounded a bend and saw rthe
Sign of the Sled cradled beiow them
where the trail dipped to a siream
which tumbled -from- the comb above
into the river twisting like a silver
thread through the distant valley. A

peeled flagpole topped by a spruce.
bough stood in front of the taverm,:

while over the.door hung a sled sus-
peided from a beam. The house itself
was a guaint strocture, rambling and
amorphous, from whose sod roof
sprang blooming flowers and whose
hizh banked walls were pierced here
and there with sieepy windows. It
had been bailt by a‘homesick foreigner
of unknown natiopality whom the ar-
my of “mushers” swvho paid for his
clean and orderly hospitality bad dub-
bed duly and as a matter of course 2
“Swede.” When travel had changed to
the river trail leaving the house lone-
some and high as thomgh left by a re-
cedine wave, Struve had taken it over
on a debt and now ran it for the con-
venience of a slender traffic, mainly
stampeders, who chose the higher
route toward the interior. His hireling
spent the idle hours in prospecting a
hungry quartz lead and in doing as-

sexsment work on nearby claims,
Teave the wifice without plereing some

part of this mystery. His manner
strengthened her suspicion thkat there
was something behind it all. “This dis-
sipated, brilliant ereature knew the sit-
pation thoroughly, and yet though
swayed by her efforts, he remained
chained by caution. She leaned for-
ward and smiled at him.

“You're just like the otheps, m';.

pou? You won't give me any satisfae-
ticn at all”™

Give, give, give,” said Strave cyn-
ically. “That's always the woman's
ery. Give me this—give me that. Self-
ish sex! Why don't you offer some-
Men are traders;
women usurers. Yop are curious;

they,| harness, snowshoes, guns and articles

of clothing. A door to the left led into
the bunk room, -where travelers had
been wont to.sleep in tiers three deep.
To the rear was a kitchen and cache,
| to the right a compartment which
Struve called the art gallery. Here
free reign had been allowed the origi-
nal owner's artistic fanecies, and bhe
had covered the place with pictures
clipped from gazettes of questionable
repute till it was a bewildering ar-
rangement of pink ladies In tights, pu-
gilists in scanty trunks, prize bulldogs
and other less moral characters of the
sporting world.

“This ‘is probably the worst compa-

{ ¥ you were ever In,” -Struve ebserved

to Helen, with a forced attempt at
Hghtness.

“Are there no guvests here?” she -ask-
ed him, her anxiety very near the sur-
face,

“Travel Is light at this time of the
gear. They'll come in later perhaps.”

A fire was burning in this pink room
where the landlord had begun spread-
ing the tahle for two, and its warmth
was grateful to the girl. Her compan-
lon, thoroughly at his ease, stretched
himself on a fur covered couch and
smoked,

“Let me see the papers mow, Mr.
Struve,” she began, but he put her oflf.

“No, not now. Business must wait
on our dinner. Don't spoil our little
party, fer there's time enough and to
1 She arose and went to the window,

pnable to sit still, Looking down the
narrow gulch, she saw that the moun-
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written by Mr. G. W. Hower-
ton, Clark'’s Gap, W. Va. We
would like to send you a full
«copy of his letter, or you
might write him direct. His
case was really marvelous,
but is only one’ of the many

Scott’s
Emulsion

is the most strengthening

I :n the world. Even in that

l ders,

and re-vitalizing preparation

most stubborn of all diseases
(consumption) it does won-
and in less sernous
troubles, such as anemia,
bronchitis, asthma, catarrh,
or loss of flesh from any
cause the effect is much

quicker.

Get n bottle of SOOTT'S

Do mit dalay. 8 sad

EMULSION--be sure it's

try it
ALL DREﬁiIST!-

Let us pend Fou Mr. Howerton's |etier
and some literatoré OR Consamptlon.
Juast send ns & Post Cand and mention

this paper.

: SCOTT & BOWNE
l 126 Wellington St., W. -

________._—-—————____
guished his werds.

Toronto

“yh, I've got money to pay my way!

I'm o deadhead.”
Shortz mumbled -something back,
*J don’t care If you are closed. I'm
tired, and. there's a storm coming.”
This time she heard the landlord’s
refosal and the miner’s angry profani-
| tv. A moment later she saw the trav-

H eler plodding up the trafl toward town. |

“wWhat does-timt mean?” she inquir-
ed as the lawyer re-entered.

“ﬂh.thntfenawhltnngh,lnd
Shortz wouldn’t let him in. He's care-
ful whom bhe entertains, there are 80
many bad men roaming the hills.”

The German came in shortly to light
the lamp, and, although she asked no
further questions, Helen's uneasiness
increased. She half listened to the sto-
ries with which Struve tried to enter-
tain ber and ate little of the excellent
I meal that was shortly served to them.

. i -

dragged himself,
the ground. But he came closer the
man heard a ery which the wind seem-

was alert and plauning. But when the

" door bebind Helen, urged by the wind

through the broken casement, banged
to the man made his first lightoning-like
sign. He dashed the lamp to the fdoor,
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| where it burst like an eggsbell, and

: darkness leaped lnto the room 2s an
. animal pounces. Had she been calmer

or bad time for an instant's thought
Helen would bhave hastened back to
the light, but she was midway to her

| liberty and actuated by the sole desire
| to break out into the open air, so

e

Struve meanwhile ate and drank al--

most greedily, and the shadowy, sinis-
' ter evening crept along. A strange
cowardice had suddenly overtaken the
girl, and if at this late hour she could
have withdrawn she would have done
so gladly and gone forth to meet the
violence of the tempest. But she bhad
gone too far for retreat, and, realizing
that for the present apparent compli-
ance was her wisest resource, she sat
quiet, answering the man with cool
words while his eyes grew brighter,
his skin more flushed, his speech more
rapid. He talked incessantly and with
feverish gayety, smoking numberless
cigarettes and apparently nnconscious
of the flight of time. At last be broke
off suddenly and consulted his watch,
while Helen remembered that she bad
not heard Shortz fn the kitchen for a
long time. Suddenly Struve smiled on
her peculiarly, with confident cunning.
As he leered at ber over the disorder
between them he took from his pocket
a flat bundle, which he tossed 2o ber.

“Now for the bargain, eb 7"

“Agk the man to remove these dlsh-
28" she sald as she undid the parcel
with clumsy fingers.

~] sent him away two hears ago,”

' Jeaned acress, gathered up the four
' corners of the tablecloth and, twisting
' them together, carried the whole
! thing out, the dishes crashing and jan-
gling as he threw his burden reckless-
Iy into the kitchen. Then he returned

and stood with his back to the stove.
48 1T To ward off a blow., tframea 10

| the window was the pallid visage of a

man. The air rocked, the lamp flared,
, apd Struve whirled completely around,
falling back against the wall. His
eyves filled with horror and shifted
down where his hand had eclutched at
his breast, plucking at one spot as If

he nlunged forward nnon. his face. his
nalled rast and Immovable, butl seizing

one of the little stools beside the stove

she thrust it through the glass, letting

, In a smother of wind and water.

fore she could escape Struve bounded

into the room, his face livid with an-
ger, his voice hoarse and furious.

But as be began to denounce her he

paused in amazement, for the girl had

| drawn Cherry’s weapen and leveled

at him. She was very pale,

¥
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breast heaved as from a swift run,

while her wondrous
lit with a light no man

plunged forward. Without warning
she was horled from her feet by &
body which came out of the darkness
upon ber. She fired the little gun, but
Struve's .arms closed about ber, the
weapon was wrenched from ber hand,
and she founil herself fighting against
Lim. breast to breast, with the fury of
desperation. His wine burdened brezxth
beat Into her face, and she felt berself
bound to bLim as though by hoops,
while the touch of his cheek against
hers turned her into a terrified, Insen-
gsate animal which fought with every
ounce of its strength and every nerve
of its body. She screamed once, but it
“as not like the cry of a woman. Then
the struggle went on in silence and
utter blackness, SBtruve holding ber
lke a gorilia till she grew faint and
her head began to whirl, while darting
lights drove past ber eyes, and there
was the roar of a cataract in ber ears.
She was a strong girl, and ber ripe
young body, untried until this moment,
answered In evesy fiber, so that she

wrestled with almost a man's strength |

and he had hard shift to hold ber. But
so violent an encounter could not last
Helen felt herself drifting free from
the earth and losing grip of all things
tangible, when at last they tripped and
fell against the lnner door. This gave
way, and at the same moment the
man's strength departed as though It
were a thing of darkness and dared
not face the light that streamed over
them. She tore herself from his clutch
and staggered into the supper room,
her Joosened hair falling in a gleaming
torrent about her shoulders, while he
arose from his knees and came toward
her again, gasping:

“1"1l show yvou who's master here!™

Then he ceased abruptly, cringiongly,
and threw” up an arm before his face

grm st aoutlea under num.

It had happened ke a flash of light,
and although Helen felt, rather than
heard, the shot and saw her assailant
fall, she did pot realize the meaning of
it till a Arift of powder smoke assailed
her nostrils. Evan so, she experienced
no shock or horror of the sight. On
the contrary, a savage joy at the spec-
tacle seized her and she stood still,
leaning slightly forward, staring at it
almest gloatingly. stood so till she
beard her name called, “Helen, little
sister™ and turning, saw her brother
in the window,

That which he witnessed in ber face
he had seen before In the faces of men
locked close with a hateful death and
from whom all but the most elemental
passions had departed, but be bad
wever seen a woman bear the marks
{1 now. No artifice nor falsity was
there, nothing but the crudest, inten-
st feeling, which many people live
and dle without knowing. There are
few who come to Eknow the great
primitive, passionate longings. But in
this black night, fighting In defense of
her most sacred self, this girl’s nature
had been stripped to its purely savage
elements. As Glenister had predicted,
Helen at last had felt and-yielded to
irresistibly powerful impulse.

Giancing backward at the creature
spriwled by the door, Helen went to
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running sores, or uleers, it is well to In-
gnre their healing to apply to them Dr.

Plerce’s All-Healing Salve. If your drug-
to have this Salve In

| stamps to Dr. B. V. Plerce, Invalids’ Hotel

MISCELLANEOUS

THE LIVERPOOL AND LOKDON AKD CLOBE
INSURANCE COMPANY.
[

FIRE ANDCLIFF.

Rates and premiums gs low as axy other
respectable company. The settlement of
losses is prompt and libers]l. The resovrces
and standing of the compary afford those
insured in it perfect security agsinst loss.

W. R. WIDDESS,
Agent for Lindsay and Vietoria County.

-

Farm Loans

MONEY TO LOAN on Mortgsge or any
term from 5 to 10 years at lowest cur-
rent rate of ioterest, with privilege of re-
pavment in ivs'alments when required.

Expenses kept down to the lowest noteh.
All business of this »mature kept strietiy
private and confidential

Come and see me if you want modey
and get o ¥ terms.

J. H. SOOTHERAN,
Land Agent, g1 Kent-st. Lindsay.
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WINTER SESSION

Opens January 4th in all de-
partmer ts of the CENTRa L
BUSINESS COLLEGE,
Youge and Gerrard bBtreets,
Taronte. Our Catalogue ex-
plains our saperiority in
Equipment, Staff, Me bods
! and uis. You are invit-
ed to write for it if interested
in the kind of sehool work
which brings hest success.
Address W. H L SHAW,
President.

BUGGIES

First-class home-made Buggies,
Wagons and Democrats for sale
at réasonable prices. Also some
good second hand Buggies very
cheap. Come at once and get a
bargain at the City Cammage
Works. Good winter stock of
Sleighs on hand.

CHRIS. McILHARGEY

Kylie's Old Stand

MeLennan & Co.

Curtain Stretchers .
Horse Clippers
Poultry Netting

Bird Cages
Washing Machines
Clothes Wringers
Slip Ladders
Wheel Barrows

Alabastine

Kalsomine
Prism Paint
Floor Wax

Portland t
Fire Clay

see the pneumatie tools at work. Get our

Hardware, Coal and I
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PHYSICANS

B. F. BLANCHARD
Graduate Toronto ¢
Coroner for Vietoris Countv,
Office—Ridout-st., cor. Kent snd L néd

pay-sts., (tormer residence of lute D»
Kempt.)
W. WOOD-—

Telephone 45.
DI- J,
Late of Kirkfield.
30 Bond-st., first doer west of Cam. -
Methodis* Church,
Office Hours —Ptolls m., 204
TtoBp.m Phene 196,
m

DENTISTRY

| DR. POGUE, DENTIST.

Nearly Opposite Post Office
EBpecial sttention given to Children s

Teeth.
HAROLD V. POGTL
D.D.S., L.D,

DR. NEELANDS & IRVINE,
DENTISTS

Everything up-to-date in
Natural Teeth Preserved: (Crown
Bridge Werk a SBpecialty. Splend:d
in artifcisl teeth. Painless extrec
assured. Prices moderate

Office nearly opposite Simpson Ho:
Lindsay.

DOCTOR GROSS

Dentist - Lindsay

Mewmber Royal College Dental Surg.. (111
All mcdern methods in the differs

departments of dentistry successiu

practiced. RCOMS ON KENT-ST.

Dentistre—

DR. F. A. WALTERS
DENTIST, LINDSAY

Honor Graduate of the Torente 1'niver
All the latest and improved hranches of Thes
rv carefully periormed. Charges moders @ e

OF FICE—Over (iregorv's drug

Kent and William-sts —73-14r 4
I} E. H A. NESBITT, L.D.S. D.DE.
) DExTIST,

Graduate of the Royal College of Dental
Surgeons of OUntario and Honor Graduate
of Toronto University. Three ye-rs ex-
perience, all modern improvements.
Office:—Over Canadian Bavk of Commerce
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BARRISTERS, Etc.

MSBE & JACKBON, Earristers, Etv.

sSolicitors for The Canadian Bank of (o
merce. Money to loan on mortgages o°
five per cent. Offices Willlam-#t., Lindsay

F.D. MOOEEK.C. ALEX, JACKRON

EIGH E. ENIGHT, Barrister. Selicit-
1i or, Not Pub 'ie, Rez]l Estate, Etc.
representing best fire, life, aceicant anc
health insurarce comoari-s.

Bolicitor for Farmers Bank of Canads
[ Telephome 41. .
Uffice— EKent-st., over the Farmers Back

McLAUGHLIN, PEEL and
FULTON.

Barristers, Solieitors and

Kotaries.
OFFICE : Corner Kent and William-ste.
(Over Domicion Eank, Lindsay)

Money to Loan on Real Estate.

R.J. McLaughlin, K.C., A. M. Fulton,
James A. Peel.

BUSINESS CARDS

SMITH & SMITH

LAXD BURVEYORS aXD Civie ExGcINEER

Municipal Drainage Work a Speeiaity.
Pbhone 242 or P. 0. Box 25.
LINDSAY, ONTARIO.

WALTER SMITH, 0.E 4, GEO. SMITH, 0.1 =
Coumty Engimesr:

HOPKINS & HOPKINS

E_hrriﬂm, Bolieitors, Notaries ete. Fo-
licitors for the Bank of Montres!. Mones
toloan at lowest rates. Cffces, 6 William-
st. South, Lindssy, Ont..
G. H. Horkxs, E. C,

Frep Horxes Horrixs, B, A.

\ T F. O'BOYLE, Clerk of the Munici-
Y . _pality of Ops. Insarance Agent—
Fire, Life and Aeccident, best companies
Htﬂ:;em Jooan, private and other fun.is
at lo ratés. General Accountsr:,
Real Estate Agent, Ete.
Office: Opera House Block, Lindsay.

J. ANDREW ROBERTSON
Teacher of Music

Pupils prepared for Toronto Conserva-
tory of Music examination.
Studio connected with Dr. Pogue's ofl 2@

JAMES KEITH

Seed Merchant and Dealer in
Best Binder Twine on Market

Great care is used to supply every art .ol
true to name and of good qualits
William-8t., Lindsay, Ont

E——m———

MONEY TO LOAN AT LOWEST
CURRENT RATES

We are prepared to make loans on tow
and farm property from either priva'
persons or leaning companies, as may [+
::mth = ﬂ:ld in sums 10 ;_niu borrowers,
pecial privileges. U A& y it
instalments witkout incresse inj fﬁ 0!
interest. Interest and instalments pay-
able at our office, )

STEWART & O'CONNOR,
Barristers, Lindsay

LINDSAY MARBLE WORKS
R. CAAMBERS, Prop.

The only up-to-date Mable and Granpite
Works in the Counmty. Latest ¢esigus,
and best work. (sll and

before buying elsewhere.
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