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derbeg has loosed Sinam’s soul for

| flight to paradise, and he could not

testify to this man’s fidelity. But I
know the order of Sinam. In this very
tent it was written. And, -though the
faithful messenger who carried it was
pglain in after conflict, the order was

" executed by Captain Ballaban to every
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letter. Every moment of his absence
from the raid is accounted for on my
tablets,” tapping his forehead as he
spoke,

“Rallaban! Ballaban!" cried the
multitude, lifting the brave fellow
upon their shoulders.

“Death to Caraza Bey! Down with
the lying villain!” rose the cry, the
crowd beginning to move, as if anlmat-
ed by a common spirit, to seek the en-
vious commandant of the neighboring
corps. But they halted at the tent
side, waiting for the sign of permis-
sion from their chief, who by the mo-
tion of his hand forbade the assault
which wonld have brought on a terrific
battle between the janizaries and their
rivals throughout the army.

«We shall deal with Caraza Bey
hereafter if his shame does not send
him skulking from the camps,” sald
the chief, resuming his sitting posture
and restoring order about him.

and I think I can do it with as good
grace as the executioner was nigh to
taking off mine just now.”

“No, captain,” said the chief. “Your
rank is as yet below the bey's, and he
would make that an excuse for declin-
ing the gage. Besides,” said he, low-
ering his voice, “I have special service
for you elsewhere which cannot be
delayed.”

When the agas, making the low
courtesy, retired, the chief walked with
Ballaban,

“Captain, I have heard no report of
the errand upon which you were sent.”

“No, sire. I was arrested the mo-
ment I returned to camp.”

“You succeeded, I know, from the
movements of the enemy, although the
slowness of the padishah in ordering
an advance when Bcanderbeg was di-
verted by your ruse prevented our tak-
ing advantage of it."

“Yes,” sald Ballaban, “I succeeded as
well as any one could, not being second-
ed from headquarters. But I did some
service incidentally and picked up some
helpful information. The night after
leaving the hamlet we fired I fell in
with a company of Arnaouts who were
coming to the rescue. They would have
got into the marrow valley before our

shift the war to that region for awhile.
Ivan Beg, the brother-in-law of Scan-
derbeg, has raised a pack of wild flends
among those hills of his and is driving
out all our friends. Nothing can stand
against him unless it be the breasts of
the Yeni-Tscherl. Scanderbeg may
compel us to ralse the siege of Bfeti-
grade, for he bleeds us daily like a
leech. A diversion after Ivan Beg will
at least be more honorable than a re-
turn to Adrianople. Now I would
know exactly the passes and best
places for fortification in Ivan's coun-
try, and you, captain, are the man to
find them out. You should be off at
once. Take your time, and spy thor-
oughly, making a map and transmit-
ting to me your notes. And while there
feel the people. It is rumored that the
young chieftain, Amesa, id restless un-
der the leadership of Scanderbeg. If a
dissension could be created among
these Arnaouts, it would be well. Ame-
ga has a large personal following in
that north country, for his castle Iis
just on the border of it.”

“But,” replied Ballaban, “I must first
pluck the beard of that cowardly Cara-
za Bey!”

II-E'J!
worth more in your own veins than
1 should not consent

you! Now thrust! Strike!

were the Turk who stole your girl!
Again! Again!

horse.

was twirled out of his hand.

me if so much as a new spider’s web

1 forbid it. Your blood is | woven at ber door.”

CHAPTER XV.

thrust which I had time to give at your
antagonist while waliting for the slow
motions of my own I fear your animal
would be lighter mow by just your
welght. You strike powerfully, but
you do not recover yourself skillfully.
A good swordsman would get a re
sponse into your ribs before you could .'
deal him a second. Here, I will show |
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o, but hard, villainously, at me, a8 itl |
So!
Now learn this move-
ment,” pressing his own gword steadily |
against his companion’s and bending
him back until he was almost off his
“And this,” dealing so tremen-
dous a slash with the back of the sword
that Constantine’s arm Wwas almost
numbed by the effort to resist it. “And
toisr transmitting a twist’ motion
from his own to his opponent's weap-
on, so that for one instant they seemped |
like two serpents writhing togetber, '
but at the next Constantine’s sword +

“You will make a capital swordsman |
with practice, my boy. And the girl? |
Keep a sharpened cye for her and tell
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o windmills and all pumping
[ have no agents—save thek

ons by dealing direct with that were not behind the walls of

Stetigrade at a point to the right of the

of that destroyed at the time of the |

their heads and little devils on their
massacre of its former possessOr.

shouiders who had destroyed all that

assemblage.

his band, dismissing the
“HF

Asg the erowd withdrew he said,
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IS Pa“ts ders may Lo left at Creamery. Lo/ ) oo’ the agas, will remain, and | country and were now pouring down | Turkish lines. Hardly had the. army | The horse of the voivode stood with- |
sell at 1.75 and £11.ST. NEXT CRE AMERY | Captain Ballaban."” toward the gouth. | been faced to meet this attack when | in the court, his head drooping and the
= . = — The sides of the tent were put up. “By the way,” continued Ballaban, | scouts came from the left, reporting | white sweat foam drying upon his
(b= Irom, m&dE of US!NE:S C‘A:RDS The g‘l]a],"ﬂ I}Eltl'ﬂ-HEd Withﬂut at a dis- langhlngi “there WAas an old fellow gserious ﬂepﬁdaﬂﬂ'ﬂﬂ on that flank. heated flanks. His master paced up
The snap 125 ; - . tance of sixty paces that no one might | there, very lame, with a patch over one Amurath in the uncertainty of the en- | and down the inclosure, engaged in
‘e name- -« e iy overhear the conversation in the coun- | eve who could hardly stand leaning on emy's movement divided his host. The | ;ow but excited conversation with a
R. WALTERS, DE NTIST, cil. his staff, he was 80 palﬂlt‘d with age. Aslaties were given the northern and gsoldier.
the jﬂniﬂﬂﬂﬂ the southern defense, el- The volvode was of pﬂﬂﬁlf mien,

But the one eye that was ope€n was

altogether too bright for his years, and tall. but compactly built, face full in

ther of them outnumbering any force
its lower development and somewhat

Lindsay
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'S Pﬂl’ltS g s AS Captain Ballaban any eX- | his legs didn’t shake enough for one Scanderbeg could send against them.
: vy s (eokor s DhueStois: planation of this cODSPIracy | who rattled his stafl so auch. So I put | But as a tornado cuts its broad swath | gensual, eyes gray and restless, which
pll cut Trousers, 18 — | — against him?’ was asked. him down as one of Scanderbeg's through a forest, uprooting or snapping | gave one at first a sharp, penetrating
the gigantic trees, showing its direc- | glance and then seemed to hide behind

Iynxes; they are everywhere. I describ-
ed to him the Moslem movements in
such a way as to let a trained soldier
believe that we had entirely changed
front, with the prospective raising of
the siege of Sfetigrade and alliance

“None!” was the laconic
reply. But after a moment's pause he
added: “Perhaps there Wwas no con-
spiracy, except as our jealous neigi-
bors are willing to take advantage of

the half closed lids, like some wild ani-
mal that inspects the hunter hastily,
then takes to covert.

“You are sure, Drakul, that the party
which drove you from the hamlet were

tion only by the after track of desola-
tion, which it cuts in almost unvarying
width, while beyond its well defined
lines scarcely a branch is broken or a
nest overturned among the swaying
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! Her voice and manner

p Work my childhood.
in commanding me to liberate her were
those of one well born or used to au-

1t was well that I bethought

head had been used for a mush pot in-
stead of a brain holder, but every ques-
tion was in its meaning as keen as a
dacger thrust into the very ribs of the
military situation. well, I helped him
to all the information he wanted, when,
with a twinkle in his eye, he hobbled

other and whose entire countenance
was distorted from the symmetrical
balance of its two sides, giving an ex-
pression of duplicity and cruelty. “I
could not mistake, noble Amesa, for |
have too often eyed those rascals over
the point of my sword not to know a
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