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flashing of steel and the roar of cul-
verin. Only once before, when as a
mere child he was conquered by the
terrors of the janizaries’ discipline, had
he suffered so intensely. Yet the battle
was an undecided one. He staggered
up the bill from tbe landing to the bar-
racks with the cry of conflict ringing
through his soul. *“What ghall I do?”
On the one side were the habit of loy-
alty, his oath of devotion to the padi-
shah. all his earthly ambition which
blazed with splendors just before him—
for he was the favorite of both the sul-
tan and the soldiers—and all that the
education of his riper years had led
him to hope for In another world. On
the other side were this new passion of
love which he could no longer laugh
down and the appeal of a helpless fel-
low creature for rescue from what he
knew was injustice, cruelty and degra-
dation—the first personal appeal a hu-
man being had ever made to him, and
he the only human being to whom she
could appeal. To heed this cry of Mor-
ginia he knew would be treason to his
outward and sworn loyalty. To refuse
to heed it he felt would be treason to
his manhood. What could he do? Nel-
ther force was preponderating.

The battle wavered.

What did he do? What most people
do In such circnmstances—he tempo-
rized. Sald, “I will do nothing today."”
Like a genuine Turk, he grunted to
himself, “Bacalonm!” “We shall seel”

But all the time his gentler feelings
were goining strength. On their side
was the advantage of a definite pic-
ture—a lovely face; of an immediate
and tangible project—the rescue of an
individual. The danger of the enter-
prise weighed nothinz with him, or,
at least. it was counterbalanced Dby
the inspiriting anticipation of an ad-
venture, an exploit, the very hazard
rather fascinating than repelling. Yet

be had not decided.
C “Well, comrade,” said Ma-
homet, familiarly throwing
his arm about his friend, much to the
disgust of the capee aga, the master of
ceremonies, through whom alone it
was the custom of the sultans to be
approached.

“tWell, comrade, I gave a necklace
worth a thousand liras to a girl who
pleased me in the harem.”

“Happy girl to have pleased your
majesty. That was better than the
necklace,” replied Ballaban.

“Think you so? Let me look you
through and through. Think you there
is nothing better in this world than to
please the padishabh? Ah, it is worth
a kingdom to hear that from a man
like you, Ballaban. Women say it, but
they can do nothing for me. They dis-
sipate my thoughts with their pleasur-
ing me. They make me weak. 1 have
a mind to abolish the whole harem.
But to have a man, a strong man, a
man with a head to plot for empire and
to marshal armies, 2 man with an armn
like thine, to make love to me! Ah,
that is glorious, comrade. But let me
make no mistake about it. You iove
me? Do vou really think no gold, no
honors, could give you so much pleas-
ure as pleasing me? Swear it, and by
the throne of Allah I will swear that
vou shall share my empire. But to
business!” dropping his voice and in
the instant becoming apparently for-
getful of his enthusiasm for his friend.

“We make a campaign against Bel-
grade. [ must go in person. Yet Scan-
derberz holds out in Albania. It is nse-
less meeting him in his stronzhold.
You cannot fizht a lion by erawling in-
to his den. He must be trapped. Work
sut a plan.”

«] have nne which may be fruitful,”
instantly replied Captain Ballaban.

Ah, so quick?”

swo of long hatching, sire. 1 made
it in m3 first campaign in Albania with
your loyal father. The young voivode
Amesa is nephew to Scanderbeg. He
48 restless under the authority of the
great general; has committed some
erime which if known would bring him
to ruin: is popular with the people of
the nporth.”

«Capital!” said Mahomet eagerly. “I
see it all. Work it out! Work it out!

He may have anything if only Scander-
beg can be put out or the way and the

country be under our suzerainty.
YWork it out! And the suzerain reve-
pues shall all be yours, for, by the
bones of Othman, there is not a prov-
ince too great for you if only you ean
settle affairs among the Arnaouts.

“And now a gift! I will send you the
yery queen of the harem.”

“But,” interposed Ballaban, “I am &
fanizary, and it is not permitted a jan-
fzary to marry.”

«a fig for what is permitted! When
the padishah gives, he grants permis-
gion to enjoy his gifts. Besides, you
peed not marry. You can own her.
gell her if you don’t like her. But you
must take her.”

«Of what pation is she? Perhaps I
could not understand her tongue,” ob-

Ballaban.

«So much the better,” gsaid Mabhomet,
«Women are not made to talk. But
this woman is an Arnaout from Scan-

derbeg’s country.”
Captain Ballaban could scarcely be-

Heve his ears.

CHAPTER XXXIL
APTAIN BALLABAN was
summoned by the sultan.
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to save her without breach of loyalty!

| fluttering heart he acquiesced, and his
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r'his, then, is Morsinia! To have her,

This was too much. With strangely

thanks were drawn from the bottom of
his soul.

The next day he sought Kala and
sent by her to Morsinia a gem inclosed
in a pretty casket, with which was a
note reading:

“It shall be so. Patlence for a few
days, and our hearts ghall be made
glad.”

The padishah the following day bade
Ballaban repair to a bouse in the city
and be in readiness to receive the gift
of heaven and of his owa imperial
grace. On reaching the piace an elder-
ly woman—the Koulavous, an Inevi-
table attendant upon marriages—con-
ducted him to the bharemlik of the
house. The bride or slave, as he pleas-
ed to take her, rose from the divan to
meet him. Though her thick veil com-
pletely enveloped ber person, it could
not conceal her superb form and mar-
velous grace, His band trembled with
the agitation of his delight as he ex-
ercised the authority of a husband or
master and reverently raised the veil.
He stood as one paralyzed In amaze-
ment. She was not Morsinia. She was
Elissa!

He dropped the veil.

Strange spirits seemed to breathe

themselves in succession through his
frame. First eame the demon of dis-
appointment, checking his blood, sti-
fling him. Not that any other mortal
knew of his shattered hopes, but it was
enough that he knew them. And with
the consciousness of defeat a horrible
chagrin bit and tore his heart as if it
had been some dragon with teeth and
claws.

Then came the demon of rage, wild
rage, wanting to howl out its fury. He
might have smitten the veiled form had
not the latter. overcome by her be-
icermenT afd the scorn oI DM sae
gupposed to have been a lover, already

fallen fainting at his feet.
Then rose in Ballaban’'s breast the

demon of vengeance against the sul-
tan. Had Mahomet been present he
surely bad felt the steel of the out-
raged man. Only the habit of self con-
trol and quiet review of his own pas-
sions prevented his seeking the padi-
shah and taking instant vengeance in
his blood.

Then there came into him a great
demon of impiety and breathed a curse
against Allah himself through his lips.

But finally a new spirit hissed into
his ears. It was Nemesis. He felt that
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She was not Morsinia.

this was the moment when a just ret-
ribution had returned upon himself,
for he well knew the face that lay
weeping beneath the heap of bejeweled
lace and silk.
dola whom he had flung into the arms
of the Albanian voivode Amesa when
he was awaiting the embrace of some
more princely maiden. And now the
sarcasm of fate had thrown her into
his arms.

“Allah, thou wast even with me this
time.” he confessed back of his clinch
ed teeth.

“But doubtless,” he thought, “it was
through the information I gave to the
aga that this girl has been stolen awayg
from Amesa."” X

“Would that heaven rid me of her so
easily”" he muttered. “Yet that Is
easy, thanks to our Moslem law, wl'ch
says, ‘Thou mayesti either retain thy
wife with humanity or dismiss her with
kindness.” Yet I cannot dismiss her
with kindness. She cannot go back to
the roval harem. If I dismiss her 1
harm her, and Allah’s curse will e fa-
tal if I wrong this creature again, to
say nothing of the padishah’s if I throw
away his gift. I must keep her. Welll
Bacaloum! Bacaloum! It is not so
bad a thing after all te have a woman
like that for one’s slave, for a wife
without ene’s heart is bnt a slave
Well”” He raised the veil again from
the now sitting woman, '

The mutually stupid gaze ecarried
them both through several years which
had passed since they had parted at

It was that of the Do#|

way to some far distant country. Her
heauty saved ber from a common fate,
ind she was sent as a gift to the young
~adishah by an old general, into whose
hands she had fallen.

Ballaban assured the woman of his
protection and also that the time would
ome when he would compensate her
“or any grief she had endured through'
s fault. In the meantime she was
-etained in the luxurious comfort of

ier new abode.
the new seragllio, It was be

: {ng constructed not only with

\n eye to its imposing appearance from
without and its beauty within, such as
betitted both its splendid site beiween
the waters and the splendor of the
moenarch whose palace it was to be,
but also with a view to its easy defense
in case of assault. Upon the yeubg
»#icer devolved the duty of scrutinizing
avery line and layer that went into the
various structures.

He was especially Interested In the
side entrances and communications be-
tween the various departments of the
seragllo. He gave orders for & change
to be made In the line of a partition
1nd porridor end also for & slight vasie-
tion in tlie position of a gateway In the
walls dividing the court from the
haremlik, Just why these changes
were made perhaps the architects
themselves could not have told. Nor
were they interested enough to inquire,
supposing that they were made at the
royal wil. Ballaban was disposed to
indulge a little his own fancy. If there
was to be a broad entrance for public
display and then a narrow passage for
the sultan only, why not have a way
through which he could imagine a fair
odalisk fleeing from insult and torture
‘nto the arms of—himself?

In the meantime old Kala Hanoum
was amazed at the number of articles
yf Morsinla’s handiwork she was able
‘o induce the young captain to pur-
_hase. Indeed he mever refused. And
juite frequently she was the bearer
of gifts, generally confections, some-
rimes little rolls of silk suitable for
smbroidery, with colored threads or
yeads, accompanied by the name of
.ome fellow officer of the janizaries,
from whom apparently an order for
mork was given, the captain acting as
i agent in a sort of copartnership
with Kala. Of course this was only
wecret mail service between Ballaban
ind the odalisk. If Kala suspected it,
her commissions were so largely re-
qmunerative that she silenced the

hought of anything but legitimate
USIness.

Ballaban devised plans for her es-
ipe which Morsinia found it imprac-
icable to execute from her side of the
arem wall, and her shrewdest sugges-

ions were pronounced equally’ unsafe
)y the strategist without. Ballaban
sad caught glimpses of Morsinia while

CHAPTER XXXIIL
APTAIN BALLABAN was al-
most constantly engaged at

snd of the Golden Horn, by the Sweet
Waters, where the ladies of the harem
were taken by the eunuchs on almost
weekly excursions. He bad proposed
to have in readiness two horses, that,
if ghe should break from the attend-
<nts, they might flee together. But be-
rore this could be accomplished the ex-
cursions were discontinued, as the at-
tention of all was turned to a new
yleasure.

The grand haremlik was at length
completed, and a day was set for the
seception of the grand harem from
Adrianople—which contained nearly a
thousand of the most beautiful women
in the world—into this new paradise.
The kislar aga had arranged a pageant
of especial magnificence, which could
be witnessed by the people at a dis-
tance, Twoscore barges, elegantly dec-
wrated, rowed by eunuchs, their decks
sovered with divans, were to receive
the odalisks from Adrianople at the ex-
reme inner point of the seraglio water
‘ront on the Golden Hormn. At the
.ame time the sultan in his caique and
he women of the temporary haremlik,
-ach propelling a light skiff decorated
vith flags and streamers, were to move
‘rom the extreme outer point of the
.eraglio grounds until the two fleets
:hould meet, when, amid salves of ar-
illery from the shores, the odalisks
vith the snltan were to turn about and
~ad their sisters to the water gate of
he haremlik. - Orders were given for-

idding the people to appear upon the
rater or upon the shores within dis-

‘dies of the harem.

Every evening at sundown a patrol
¢ eunuchs made a cordon of boats a
sw bundred yards from the shore.
‘ithin which, screened by distance
om the eyes of common men, the
lalisks went into training for the

great regatta. ‘The padishah, sitting In

Armesa’s castle.

ready known to her new lord, she gave
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Elisss was easily induced to tell ber ||

.oitering among the trees at the upper

nce to see distinctly the faces of the

our dens.”

But Baron von Kerber came running
back along the deck, all smiles and
welcoming words, and it was evident
that some reason other than physi-
cal unfitness had kept him out ol
sight until the yacht’'s voyage was ac-
tually commenced. Dick heard him
explaining cooly that he had met
with a slight accident on arriving at
Marseilles overnight. Some difficul-
ty in dressing, he said, combined wth
the phenomenal punctualty of the
train de luxe, accounted for his tardy
appearance ,but the ladies would find
that the steward had everything in
readiness, and Mr, Fenshawe was t00
sxperienced a voyager not to make
himself at home instantly. Rattling
on thus agreeably, he led the way
aft.

In the midst of his explanation, he
saw that Dick was accompanying the
party, and told him ,rather abruptly,
that his services were no longer re-
quired. In no amiable mood Jthere-
fore, the second officer went to the
upper deck, where the skipper was
growling his views to Tagg about the
mysterious incident of the telegram.
It was a moment of tension, and
something might have been said that
would tend to place Royson and the
captain to arm’s length if the Aphro
dite had not taken it into her head
to emulate Miss Fenshawe’'s action by
coming to Dick’s assistance. The
little vessel remembered that which
Stump paid small heed to and as
serted herself.

Notwithstanding her half-deck sal
oon. with the tiny chart-house perch:
ed thereon, and the narrow bridge
that gave her a steam-like aspect, she
‘was rigged as a topsail schooner, her
sharp lines and consequent extra
length affording full play to her fore
aind aft sails. Her first owner had
designed her with set purpose. It
was his hobby to remain in out-of-the
way parts of the world for years at a
time, visiting savage lands where coal
was not procurable, and he trusted
more to sails than to engine power.
But Stump and his chief officer, and
nearly every sailor on board, being
acoustomed to steam, despised wind-
jammers, and pinned their faith te
the engines.

With a favorable wind such as was
blowing at the moment, or 1o steady
the yact in a cross sea, the captain
would have set a foresail and jib To
help ‘the propeller was good seaman-
ship, but to bank the engine-room
fires and depend only on sails was the
last thing he would think of. Hence,
the Aphrodite straightway taught him
a sharp lesson. While Stump was
ruminating on the exact form of some
scathing remark for Royson’s benefit,
a sudden stoppage of the screw, and
an ominously easy roll over the crest
of the next sea, showed that the en-
gines were idle.

Stump hurled a lurid question down
the s tube. The eng’neer’s
equally emphatic reply told him that
there was a breakdown, cause not stat-
ed. Now, the outer roadstead of Mar-
geilles harbor is one of the most awk-
ward places in the Mediterranean for
a disabled vessel. Though the Gulf
of Tvons is almost tideless, it has

strong and treacherous currents. The
configuration of the rocky coast,

ed as it is by small islands and
sunken reefs, does not allow much
seaway until a lighthomse, some miles
distant from the mainland, is passed.
Stump, of course, would have made
use of the ship’s sails before she drift-
ed into peril. But he was purple
with wrath, and the necessary com-
mands were not familiar to his
tongue.

Therefore, he hesitated, though he
was far from remaining silent, and
Royson, never at a loss when rapidity
of thought and action was demanded,
took the lead. He woke up the crew
with a string of orders, rushed from
foremast to mainmast and back to
the bows again to see that the men
hauled the right ropes and set the
sails the right way, and he had the
Aphrodite bowling along under can-
vas in less than two minutes after the
stopping of the screw. Not until every
sheet was drawing and the yacht run-

had dared to assume unto himself
the captain’s prerogative.

Rather red-faced and breathless, not
only from his own exertions but by
reason of the disconcerting notion
which possessed him, ke raced up the
short companion-ladder leading from
the fore deck to the bridge. BStump
seemed to be awaiting him with a
halter.

in like that,” gasped Dick. “I

|thought it best to get steering way on

there’s a flaw in a connectin’ rod,” he
protested, when Stump’s strenuous
him to explain

n.ingh'eediditmcurtuhimthnthe i

“I hope I did right, sir, in jumping

“None of your lip, m¥
find flaws all over you, P. D. Q. Can
rnuﬂxthilmmnmnr'ﬂlﬂ
put back?"”
The engineer quailed under Stump’s
bovine eye. -

“It would be better to put back,, sir.
I may be able to manage, but it's
loubtful.” .

ber. Bo speedily

to consult von Ker-
had the yacht’s mis-
hap been dealt with that no member
of the saloon party was aware of it,
though any sailor among them would
have recognized instantly that the ves-
sel was traveling under canvas. T'he
Baron, when he beard what had taken
place, was most emphatic in vetoing
the suggestion that the Aphrodite
should return to Marseilles, and
Stump was equally determined to sall
through the BStraits of Bonifacio in
half a gale of wind. Asa compromise,
o course was shaped for Toulon, and
that port was made during the after-
noon. It wa sthe wisest thing to do,
under the circumstances. Toulon ‘<
the French naval base for the Medi-
terranean, and her marin echanti*rs
not only repaired the engin»s in a few
hours, but supplied a set of spar
parts, a wise precaution in v.ew of the
yacht’s probable sojourn in & localit/
where castings would be unsbtainable

Thenceforth the voyage proceeded
smoothly. Royson took the t.=8t oppor-
tunity of explaining to von Kerh:r
how and why the mistake #8 10 his
name had arisen, and the 3arn Oty
smiled, in his superior way, having
recovered his somewhat domincenng
manner from the hour that the French
coast-line sank beneath the horizon,

Stump soon ascertained that the
Aphrodite made better weather arul
{aster running as a schooa r than us
1 steamship when the wind suited,
and Royson’s position on board was
rendered all the more secure thereby.
For the rest, Dick lived the humedraun
life of the ship. Naturally, he saw
a good deal of the occupanis of the
sg'con, but the acquaintan:e did pot
r:ogress beyond formalities. The tw=
lsdies read, and walked, and play<d
t1idge with Mr. Fenshawe and the
Baron. They took much intor:st ix
Stromboli and the picturesque pas-
sage through the Btraits of Messina,
and the red glare of Etna kept them
on deck for hours. Then the yacht
settled down for the.run to Port Baid,
and arrived at that sunlit abode of
rascality on the first of November.

Here the stores and coal bunkers
were replenished, but no memmber of
the crew was allowed to land. Cable-
grams, letters and mewspapers came
in bundles for the cabin-folk. The
only communication of any sort for
officers or men was a letter addressed
to Royson by name. Von Kerber con
stituted himself postman, and he
brought the missive to Dick in person,
but not until the Aphrodite had ea-
tered the canal after shipping her
French pilot and search-light.

He was annoyed, though he veiled
his ill-humor under an affected care
lessness.

“How came you to give Port Baid
as a port of call to one of your corres-
pondents?”’ he asked.

T did not,” said Dick, whose sur-
prise was geanuine enough to disarm
suspicion.

“Then some one has made a very
accurate guess, yes?”’ sneered the
other.

“] expected no letter from any per-
son under the sun ,and I certainly
told no one I was passipg through
Port Said, for the sufficient reason
that I never even thought of the place
until you informed me yourself, sir,
that we were bound for the Red Bea.”

“It is strange. Well, here is your
letter. Perhaps, when you have read’

aback by this display of coutid=nce.

“No, no,” he said loftily. “] do not
wist it. I have your word. That is
sufficient.”

“May I send an answer "
"?H. m E““'Il

And the incident might hnve ended
there had it pot been brought into
sharp prominence that evening. Mr.
Tagg took the first watch, fros & o™
clock to midnight. Under ordinsry
conditions, Royson, who was iree un-
til four in the morning ,would hcve
gone to his cabin and slept soundly
But, like many another who passes
through the great canal for the first
time ,he could not resist the fascin-
ation of the ship’s noiseless, almost
stealthy, passage through the desert.

After supper, while enjoying a pipe
before turning in, he went forward
and stood behind the powerful elec-
tric lamp fitted in the bows to illu-
mine the narrow water-lane which
joins East and West. The broau
shaft of light lent a solemn beauty
to the bleak waters on either hand.
In front, the canal’s silvery riband
shimmered in magic life. Its ncar-
er ripples formed a glittering corsage
for the ship’s tapered stern, and
merged into a witches’ way of dark-
ness beyond. The red signal of a
distant gare, or stition, or the white
gleam of an approaching vessels
masthead light, shone from the wvoid
like low-pitched stars. Overhead the
sky was of the deepest blue, its stu-
pendous arch studded with stars of
extraordinary radiance, while low on
the west could be seen the paler
sheen of departing day. At times his
wondering eyes fell on some Arap's
encampment on the neighboring band
where shrouded figures sat round
fire, and ghostly camiels in the back-
ground raised ungainly heads and gaz-
ed at the mysterious sight of the wov-
ing ship. '

The marvellous scene was at once
intimate and remote. Its disting-
uished features had the sense of r.ear-
ness and actuality of some plece 0i
splendid stagecraft, yet he seemed to
be peering not at the rigid outlines
of time, but rather into the vague,
almost terrifying, depths of eternity.
And it was a bewildering fact that
this glimpse into the portals of the
desert was no new thing to him.
Though never before had his mortal
eyes rested on the far-sung vista, he
absorbed its soothing glamour with
all the zest of one who came %ack to
a familiar horizon after long sojourn
in pent streets and tree-shrou led val-
leys, :

Time and again he strove to shake
off this eerie feeling, but it was not
to be repelled. He fought against
its dominance, and denounced its fol-
ly, yet his heart whispered that he
was not mistaken, that the majestic
silence conveyed some thrilling mes-
sage which he could not understand.
How long he stood there, and how
utterly he had yielded to the strange
prepossession of his dream, he scare
realized until he heard a soft voice
close behind him. =

“Is that you, Mr. Royson 7" it said,
and he was called back from the un-
!muwn to find Miss Fenshawe stand-
ing near.

“l beg your pardon,” he stammer-
ed. “l was—so. taken up with this—
tn‘ me—most entrancing experience.”

‘That you did not hear my fairy
footsteps,” she broke in, with a guiet
ilﬂ!h- “Do not apologize for that.

am wearing list slippers, so
ghostlike approach is easily mu:t]:
And I am really very greatly

'raliaved at having found you at all

I was afraid you had left the ship
without my knowledge.”

long, narrow curling-tongs, and twists ¢ past half hour. 1
steadily until he is able to withdraw | c8™e here twice, but you you were
it uninjured. Bu tstiff legal note-pap- | ¢ Wrepped up in shadow that I fail-
ﬂhlpthbﬂrliﬂldmmdhlﬂﬂﬂ-lﬂﬂ_!.' becoming
ment. Somewhat later in the day, because one of the men
Royson saw these things happen, and ny

was perplexed. At the moment, he i her

that it ?”’ she asked. “Tell me, ¥,
Royson, why did the officer of yp,
Guards call you ‘King Dick’ ¢p 1h§-
morning of the carriage ace ]y

Had the girl racked her brag for
a day to form a question inteaded
Perplel Royson she could pave kit
on one of more perplexing efievt e
was astounded uot becaus: e Iad;
heard Paton’s exclamation, by
reason ﬂ'f t.-hE ﬂﬂﬂ"i of la:l..'}:'l wiieh nlu}
recollection of it a1t that mown-n: h.-;u
poured on his own wandering thog,

“It's & mosl amazing thing thas Yoy
Hh‘ﬂuld lﬂk e tllﬂt, Miss Fi nshawe ™
he eried. ;

“Sh-s-s-h. I have alwavs HIET

ined you to be a
smile in the midst
yet here you are quite duzzled 'y g
harmless bit of feminine
Don‘t you wish me to kuow Low yog
CcAIne hr thlt I'.]..'Il{'.hlll'lhii f < U [
it is ome "

“There is no other in whom |
would confide so willingly,” he anid
"“Promise you will not laugh ut me it
[ tell you more than you bargain for *

“What P Is there humor in

man who wagld

Of carthomkes,

CUuriosity.

'.|:r'

story "

“Let us see, I am !.Jlrliaj' a  fnir
judge. At present I am more than
mystified. It is easy cnough to ex.
pll.in why I was called "King Dick’
at school, That is a mere preface
to my romance. One of the cherighed
traditions of my family 1= that we

are lineal descendants of King Hich.
ard the First of England.”

“Good gracious!”

“The statement lends itself to dis
belief, I admit-

“Why do you think me dishelies
ing ?"

“Pray forgive me, Miss Fenshawe
[ am in doubting mood mysclf w-
night. At any rate the lincage d
the Roysons has not been disputed
during many centuries. Cur name
is part of our proof, and there las
heen a Richard Royson assucialed
with Westmoreland ever since Cour
de-Lion rewurned from Palestine
That is the kind of family asset a
boy will brag about. Joined to s
certain proficiency in games, it sup-
plies a ready-made nickname. But the
wonderful and wholly inexplicable
thing is that while I was standing

_sur- {bored ufterance that was ¥
rl’s un- | accountahle to him.

-

here, watching our head-light danc-
ing over the desert, the fantastc idea
has evaded my very soul that 1 share
with my kingly ancestor his love of
this land, his ambiton to accomplish
great deeds in its secret places, huis
contempt and scorn of all opposig
iﬂﬂllEﬂﬂPﬂ. Do you rememnber how
he defied a rain of blood which scar
od his courtiers ? One of his friends
has placed on record the ppinlon that
if an angel from heaven bade Richord
abandon his work he would have at
awered with a curse, Well, 1 am
soor, and of slight consequence in the
world to-day, but as least it has beell
vouchsafed me to understand what &
there are those who would thwart his
strong man and a king can fovl when

will. At present 1 am poweriess, 89
little able to give effect tu my emr
gies as Richard himself when pent

in an Austrian prison, but 1 o ask
that some Blondell shall free me. W
matter what the ransom, and that
Fate shall set me a task worthy o
the man who fought and dreamed and
Plﬂ-nﬂed EmpirEE out there cight cent-
uries ago "’

Koyson threw back his
stretched his right hand toward the
'd'EB-E]'t. “'h'El'E: lﬂ.}-' -jﬂ-ﬂﬂ. and Jet ..]:-uhll.‘[ﬂ-
He was carried away by the magic of
t"hE hﬂur; HE had brushed gs1de the
cobwebs of society, and spoke to lren¢
as a gallant and fearless youtl might
address the maid at whose he
hoped to lay the trophics gined i
winning his knighthood.  Aud she
as mght be expected, responded 10 the
passionate chord which sounded this
Menge to fortune. Rha, W00,
forgot convention, for which H
be praised!

“You have my prayers for youd suc-
cess,” she whispered. “What 19
more, I believe in you that is
why I am here now, for 1 have come
to ask you, for my sake and the sike
of one whom 1 love, not lo leave this
ship until I bid you.”

At any sther moment such a ruujlt*:.ii
must have had a sinster sound (‘om-
ing then, it seemed to be a direct alF
swer to Dick’s excited appeal o€
unseen power that govern men’s lives,
He turned and looked into Dher eyes.
She was so0 near to him that he cqu_-:i
see the wondrous light shining in their
limpid depths. He felt the fragrance
of her presence Jthe glﬂw of her lfn:
der beauty ,and she did not shrink
from him when he }J]ﬂ{'l*t‘.[ a j;l‘ult*{"l-
ing hand on her shoulder.

“You need no prmni:ae from Mme,
Miss Fenshawe,’ "he said, with a 18°

holly un-
“Twice .E.Irlﬂtdf

I refused to leave you. thoug!t

head ana

Li 'L

cavell

and

 been summoned to England 10
yme an inheritance wrongfully
we B
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