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Tomaso inwardly wondered how
much he thought of her. Save |
when telling his tale to Francisco, |

this was the only time he had|
named heor. It seemied as if his suf-|
. : - |
.eringzs and his love alike vere to]

lie lightly on his mind.

“They say in Milan Lady Valen-
tine is to marry the Duke of Or-
leans,’”” Tumaso venturad present-|
Tys

““They say !’ echoed Conrad with
scorn. ““The Frenchman i1s not|
even yet in Italy. Much may have
happened ere he is.”
Tomaso rose and looked from the|
porway anxiously.
“It is close on sundown,”’ he
said. ‘it is time Francisco came.” |

“It is intolerably wearisome, |
yawned Conrad. ‘‘I wish 1 had gone|
with our friend—'twould have been
more enlivening than this.”

Tomaso's face ill concealed
SCOTM.

¢ 'Tis a matter of iife and death,
Count Conrad; even now the soldl-
ers may at any time return.”

With a pleasant smile Von Schu-
lembourg leapt from the table.

“Pardon me if I vex thee with
my seeming carelessness,”” he said,
with the cbharm of manner that
could always win him friends. “I
owe too large a debt to all of you,
to be really so heedless as 1 seem;
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- tut —inethinks theére 1s DG singie
thing_____l?

cSave keep ourselves in readi-

ness, my lord,”” said Tomaso.

" mood.

“Francisco charged us to be dis-
posed that we could leap into ths
saddle without a breath’s delay.”’

“] remember,”’
rad, lapsing - again
“‘Methinis
deliverer 1ssues comman
used to it.”’ :

The vouth made no reply; he was
gazing eagerly along the chestnut-
bordered path, sorely impatient for
Francisco's return. :
«‘Canst thou play chess?’ as
Conrad suddenly.
Tomaso locked
surprise. Did the
jest 3

into an idle
our Yeronese
ds as 1f ,well
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qng his
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but the men.
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d romance,
In{‘;'.;'im:r now
game.’’
ched again,
isdain down at
Dlet.
‘Yet 'twere strange to play chess
on this garb,”” he added, and ‘.'-:chf-:fd
the table with his Theels 1n discon-
“ fent. b L
Silence again fell, Tomaso
at the door; unheeding of
Count’s complaints, m‘:}t:*h:ng an
ously through the gathering dus
Conrad -ex-

and glanced
his leather

atill
the
x1-

k.

sparkling with excitement.
“«iAt the villa,”” he cried.
tnow where it is, I will go and feten
| e
“‘3y lord, consider what thou
say'st;”” ‘and Tomaso arred the
loor with outsiretched arms. ““We

i
promised Francisco we would not

S - oy ik N -y |
].t‘-r‘l--'-.t' '..al.' -::-:.1.#_ L-L:r lL-h'tllf.fl}-th thtj ¥ illds
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would be simple madmess
“Why. bor, the villa is close by.

laughed Conrad, ‘‘and Francisco
may not be back for hours most
like : he may hang back till dark.
Meanwhile am I to twirl my
thumbs in here, and Lady Valen-
tine's love-gift calling to me irom
beyond that walll Out of my way,
Tomaso. The dagger may be use-
ful, and "tis beautiful: a handle
carved out of a single stone. Lady
Valentine will not forgive my los-
ing 1t!”’

““The Lady Valentine will forgive
the loss of a dagzer, lord, when

thouw help to rescue her from Mi-]

¥ i T =
3ut what

: And give
mmto the Viscontl's

lan,”’ he said curtly.
use to serk her gift!
thyself again
power i’

R |

said Count Con-|

again |

? M
' | Francisco.

adies play at chess.|
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gpri

thers so long!
““At any moment Francisco may
return, and without thee here time|
will be lost: moreover, his orders
were that we wait him."”’
At Tomaso’s words, Conrad rals-
ed his arched eyebrows.
“Orders? To thee, maybe; t]mui
art a boy, and of humble station.
I am von Schulembourg; orders|
gearcely tally with that name.” |
He drew his mantle over his de-
apised doublet, and stepped to the
door, putting Tomaso aside and un-
heeding -his entreaties. '
¢«Calm thyself, I shall be back]

Iinng before the grim Veronese! '

he said airily. ‘“Were there light|

t wecul be time to| how. He is a giant. He flung me/ - s .. S = :

enough, ht::rFf ;_Jdr " ot el Gty g c‘ I et GREAT BRITAIN. I g #3.50 to | cattle, with a good { ; ) ) v 3
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again.” led, I had the 111}]11:1':-'. of the f.:utha‘:!;s : Carrie Nation was :_1rru_stmI dur—_j,-md $2 to %3 for cooking apples. iE-"-lacr:p and }mn!m“i‘-iarkei firm and | with both jaws broken, his hands
re rushed away. Of ing a raid on a saloon in Newcastle-| Beans—Prime, $1.70 to $1.75, and | higher. Hogs—Prices firm at 86.50 | and body badly lacerated and weak
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little knows his duty,”’ cried Toma-

| so in hot wrath. _
Put it was as impossible to anger |

Conrad as to stop him, and with
a smile on his
humored wave of his hand, he was
gone,
Gone, absolutely gone, out of
| sight, inlo the heart of danger and
| at the crucial moment, for a set
' of chessmen and for a lady’s love-

| gift.

i _ - %

| After an undecided pause of ut-
| ter vexation, Tomaso could not pre-

| siez the 1mpiiise to_ start in pursuit
lafter him. But Count Conrad was
| fleet of foot: he
|and Tomaso dared follow no fur-
| ther, ior
' at any moment, and to find them
| both gone would make bad worse.

And scarcely haw “e re-entered
the hut before he heaiw the sound
' of horses ridden cautiously, and in
'a few moments more Francisco
| turned into the open. _
He was mounted, Vittore in front
‘of him, on a powerful black horse,
'and leading two others, and his
| face was animated with his tri-
| umph.

“‘Thou secest,”” he said, ““we are

g at’ him in| well Aided, though it has tal : , AP
round at ni i) well phntu:,J. _te.:u.lbl 1L nas tr?wn,ml,erwﬁrds cearth was instituted
Now, to mount, with-| 5

' me all day.
out a pause. Where is the Count I
t ““The Count,”’
‘half erying with’
t Count——"'

“Well, what of him?’
' cisco,” pausing keenly. G
{. <*He has gone back to the riiia—

| s
to fetch — something: —Oh, Messer

| Francisco, prevent-him I could not

i——i‘:r: left but niJ'WT—"—":" }

| ““‘Gone back to fhe villa!"’ eried

“‘Did he .rave?! Is he

in his senses?’ _

Tomaso wrung his hands.

| ‘“He went to fetch a dagger he

remembered and some chéssmen."”’

|  With a cry of rage Francisco flung

!hin:!-'f*.]f from his saddle. * ““Methinks
1 leit a fool to guard a fool,” he
gaid. .- “*Did-I not tell thee to see
Count Conrad kept from folly 1 Our

| lives are on it!™’

t  Tomaso paled at his digpleasire,

'and [altered out a recital of what

' had happened, but Francisco cut

' him short. S g

| *“‘The thing has happened,’- he

vexation, ‘‘the

e

said Fran
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t his faté alone.

: Conrad leit fo
| He.ventured to :‘T“i‘*ﬁ-k-_
! “Phe {Ea:gpg' was o .!-.1.[.1_'!‘;". gl“’
| he said—*‘¢he Lady Valentine's..He
i could not bear to leave it.” ..

“‘Hewifl have been wishing tl

« w

k|
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e had,” saild Francisco brusquely;
but his fzce softened, and he added
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dangerous to abandon him—for-him
| and for ourselves.’
i He flung the reins to Tomaso, and
| lifted Vittore to the ground.
“:Stretch thy legs the while,”” he
t said.
I “Shall I go, me
| boy.
|  “He will come quicker at my bid-
|ding,”” sald Francisco  grimly.
‘““Keep open eyes,  he added, “‘the
| soldiers must come by the road if
' come again they do. Hold thither
onee and spy, and then return and
wait us here. Tether the horses
carcfuily and water them. They
cost me something.”'. He pointed
to his roughly bandaged arm.

i Hali-wild with remorseful vexa-

sser 1’ asked the

| . g la nd snored; the ' cost u.hu:ql; E?U—Dﬂ _ 1 ; : : quoted at
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will learn from no one who sﬂ;
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lips and 2 good- |

had disappeared, |

sFrancisco might return|
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ce stood before me while I Empt:pamne L

1 : been
up to those three and loosened their | ; : o
bolters.  The soldiers drank and| Lbackery & Co.

condition and their homicidal mania

of what was taking place. It was
may develop at any time.
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Another Accident 2t Cobalt Due to
striking Old Charge.

A despatch from Cobalt says: On
Tuesday another blasting accident,
' which may add another fatality, oe-
curred about six niles from Cobalt,
in the direction of Lorraine town-

with excitement. { 2 18
i b Oats—Iirm.

““‘What happened?’ asked Toma- | BOW operating them.

so with interest. “I am glad that| Frofessor Prince has been ap-
thou show’st th | pointed by the Dominion Govern-

yself a brave lad,|
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