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HOUSEHOLD.

“ As Darby Says to Joan.”

[ 1]
Well, now, thesun’s a power o' heat!
Ahe sap's a-running strong,—
1 stopped in with the boys a bit
TThﬂm* a3 I came along :
I{Eﬂ{‘:l}w-hm swamp was budded thick
e 15,11 now and then one blown—
eteaned a couple in my hat”—
As Darby says 1o Joan.

“We'll have the cattle oat to grass

Come Paas-day, '] be h-uunﬂgi
Hear how the ereeter: stamp and low
. Soon as they smell the ground!?

t's time to rake the gardin off.

And set a bonfire goin’ -
Plan out the beds to suit ye, wife—

As Darby says to Joan.

**It seems wuth while, a day like this -

Jes' to ha' wintered thru 3
1feel the sun clear to my soul,

Old as I be, 1do. :
Mebby it would look awk'ard-like

_To get to Heaven alone;
1'd fuil as lives stay on a spell’™—

As Darby says to Joan

< E““kﬂil']l_:t forgot the old :alui{f pn?rt:h,
ack whar the grapevine Bung < .
They think folks ﬁidn't cm:rtu.mll kiss
When me and yon wias voung -
Jes’ such another likely da¥
The parson made us oné —
As, hitching up his chair a bit,
Darby says to Joan.

——

Sgmmer Furnishings.

The most enjoyable part of every suminer
home is the broad verandah, and for this
nothing can take the place of ractan furni-
ture, as the pieces are so light that a child
can move them, and this isa valuable quali-
ty in selecting things for these fresh-air

rlors, according 10 Demorest’s Magazine.
The hali-reclining chair is a compromisa
with the lounge which many people prefer,
and it finds great favor with delicate people
and invalids. There are also capacious easy-
chairs with adjustable backs which can bz
raised and lowered at will. A roomy pock-
et or rack of some 8ort should be provided
for newspapers and magzazines, a3 the frolic
wind likes to play with these, and soon
creates great havec unless there is some
place to keep them.

A generous provision of cushions adds
much to everyone's comfort; but the dainty
materials saitable for indoors are out
of place on the veranda. The twill-
ed linena which come now in maay
colors, are blue or red denim or the new
changeable choice it to be embroidered.
Bold,conventionalized patterns that are not
very much worked are selected, and
the art-linen-floss is used for embroidering.
There are many Japanese cotton fabries
which are pretty enoungh to use without em-
broidery. A wide ruffle of the stuff doubled

makes an effective finish for the edge. Com-
fortable head cushions to throw over uhe

tops of chair backs sometimes have a con- |

venient pocket in the half of the cushion
which falls backward. Somewhat similar
cushions tied on the broad arms of easjr-l
chairs, with a wide pocket hanging out-
ward, make acceptable catch-alls.

A great addition to the comfori of the
veranda is found in the bamboo screens,
or rattan screens—the latter are made to
order any desired size, the former can be
bought in the Japanese shops—which are
fastened between the posts and can be
raised or lowered as needed for protection
from wind or sun. ILf neither of these be
accessible, heavy awning-linen is the next
choice. Braces are attached to the bottom
of the screens, by which they can be ex-
tended to admit the air while still protect-
ing from the sun, and they are fastcned
upon rollers so they ca» be rolled up en-
tirely when necessary.

The rattan tea-tables are most convenient
for outdoor use, the adjustable shelves af-
fording so much space when wanted.

L

Keeping Hams in Smmer-

A writer in the Rural New Yorker ex-
plains her method as follows: After they
have been properly salted and smoked, put
each in a common muslin sack—I make
mine of four sacks or cheap brown muslin,
and asnearly the shape of the ham as I
can roughly block it out, but they are
never perfect fits. Then stitch a firm locp
made of a scrap of cotton folded and stitch-
ed at one end: have your sacks large
enough at the open side so that aftsr the
ham isin, you can fold the open edges over
well and sew tightly.

Now have ready a tub or big bucket of
slacked lime that is creamy in thickness
and warm enough to penetratecotton easily;
gnt a wire hook in the loop on the sack and

ip the latter up and down (with the ham
in it of course) several times in the lime
water until you are sure the pores of cloth
are filled with the lime. Hang them up
in the air until perfectly dry, then lay or
hang away anywhere that is convenient.
We use an unoccupied upstairs room. I
have kept hams in this way and have had
many people—several fine judges—declare
they had never eaten such delicious meat.
Of course good meat depends first on salt-
ing and smoking, but there is no befter way
to keep it afterwards than this. If you
choose to take the trouble to rip instead of
cutting these sacks off, you can use them
several years and thus avoid the trouble of
making fresh each year.

| ——— — p—

Sprine Vegetables,

Rhubarb is one of the earliest of our
springtime vegetables, and its special whole-
someness is usually underestimated. Its
acid properties act directly upon the liver,
an organ quite apt to become torpid, afrer
the winter regimen, more or less of canned
vegetables—or of less vegetable diet than
in summer months. Many people who think
they need some “*spring medicine” will find
that a generous use of rhubarb, spinach,
lettuce and early tomatoes will preclude all
necessity for drugs, writes K.B. Johnson in
the Independent.

Rhubarb, stewed, with a little sugar, is
very wholesome, and should be often served

with meat—as an appetizer—or it makes |P

excellent pies. Two cups of it, stewed,
with a very little water, two cups of sugar,
the yolks of two eggs, three spoonfuls of
four, a little salt and nutmeg. Bake in an
ander erust only, and frost the top with the
whites of the eggs. This makes one good-
sized pie. Apples for pie-making have be-
come insipid and tasteless, and the tart of
the “pie plant” is especially welcome.
Canned rhubarb makes excellent pies in
midwinter—a pleasing variety among mince,
squash and all other seasonable kinds. Itis
easily put up, with-very Tittle sugar. It is
the powdered root of a foreign species of

p—
| Spinach is one of the springtime vege-

tables that should stand near the top of the
list in healthfulness, Bu%it is seldom prop-
erly cooked. It should be thoroughly,
perfectly freed from sand and dust by many
washings in cold water, and then put ina
close saacepan and covered closely, without
one drop of water, over a moderate fire.
In an honr or meore it will be perfectly
cocked ; then it should be drained and
chopped, and butter and salt added. The
old-fashioned way was to almost drown it
in the liquor from corned beef—and thus
half its nutriment and medicinal properties
were lost, and the other half so disguised
that the luscious leaves might just as well

E:.ia!ra been cabbage, or any other sort of
oreens.

Up Stairs and Down.

Comfortable dining-room chairs the prop-
er height should always be selected.

Itis most commendable to be a good
housekeeper, but don't be a fussy one.

Keep one nook cosy and comfortable for
the men folks to drop into at night.

An oiled floor is excellent for the kitch-
en, because the grease never shows.

The plain white oileloth is to be preferred
to the marbleized pattern as it wears better
and, for that matter, looks better.

She who prepares a meal with but the
one aim—to get through—generally loses
all the vulue of her time and trouble iIn
soggy, crude and disagreeable dishes.

Have the table at which cne sews atb
night spread with a light color, or, if it
must have a dark one, a sheetof white
paper may be used over it. A needle can
be threaded with much greater ease if held
over a white surface.

A Brussels carpet should never be put in
the dining-room, as it holds dustand is dif-
ficult, to sweep and keep clean. Oilcloth
makes an excellent covering. It may Le
wiped off so that it will look fresh and
new,

It is always better to have a apecial
closet for keeping the kitchen tinsand other
utensils needed in cookery. Cooked food
should always be kept on shelves by itself.
It is a great mistake to mix up maliers by
devoting a shelf in the grocery closet to
cooked food.

Old maslin may be firat used as window
cloths, then go through the various stages
of paint, lamp and stove cloths just as well
as not. Instead of this we often see the
hearth and grates rubbed with bits of snowy
white muslin or cambric, caught upin a
hurry, because there is neither system or
economy about the house.

If a dollar can be saved by making over
an old gown, save it. If this summer’s
bonnet can be trimmed with last winter’s
feathers use them but do not save a greab
lot of accumulated dreas goods, millinery,
odds and ends and feeble furniture just be-
cause ten years from now you might have
oceagion for a solferino button, a gray tip
or au antiquated hassock.

The favorite lamp shade just now is the
pagoda, which has quite superseded
the umbrella form, which used to
be so popular. Its picturesque contortions
are much easier to cover than the flat circle
or dome. Pink isa color frequently used
of account of its clear, becoming light ; but
the warm shades of amber and maize are

deal of light isneeded red is a delightful
color for a shade.

——

For The Cooks.

The following will be found practical,
and easily prepared by any reader.

Cory MurriNs.—Une egg, one table-
spoonful of sugar, one cup of corp meal, one
cap of fleur, two teaspoonfuls of baking
powder, one-half tablespoonfui of batter,
one-half teaspoonful of salt, milk to make &
stiff batter.

Browsx Loar Cage.—One cupful of
brown sugar, one-hali cupful of molasses,
one-half cupful of butter, one-hali cupful of
milk, two eggs, two and one-fourth cupiuls
of flour, one heaping teaspoonful of cinna-
mon, one-half teaspoontul of cloves, one
even teaspoonful of baking soda, one cupful
of seeded and chopped raisins. Cream the
batter and sugar, add the yolks and spice,
add milk and four alternately, then the
molasses and beat hard, add raisins which
have been rolled in flour. Bake in & mod-
erate oven in deep pan one hour and a
quarter. :

Qwow Caxg.—Three<fourths cupful of
butter, twe cupfuls of white sugar, one cup-
ful of milk, one cupful of corn-starch, two
cupfuls of flour, one and one-halt teaspoon-
fuls of baking-powder. Mix corn-starch,
flour and baking-powder, add hutter and
sugar alternately with milk. Lastly add
whitea of seven eggs and flavor to taste.

SarLy Luys.—One and one-half pints of
flour, three eggs, one and orne-half teacups
of milk, one heaping tablespoon of butter,
one heaping tablespoon of sugar, from thrze
to four tablespoons of hop yeast, according
to streagth. Beat the yolks of the eggs,
the buster and sngar together thoroughly,
then add the milk and flour, making a very
atiff batter. When all is well beaten, add
lastly the beaten whites of egas and the
yeast, and then set to rise. When risen
dissolve one half teaspoon of soda in a
little hot water, and stir into the butter.
Then pour the mixture into the buttered
cake mold, and set to rize a second timeas
you would loaf bread or rolls. When risen
bake as you would a quick cake of similar
size. Ifit is wanted for breakfast, make it
up at night, and set ic to rise as you would
do rolls for breakfast. If for tea it is best
made up by nine or tem o'clock in the
morning, so as not to hurry the rising. If
your yeast is good and the recipe carefullv
followed the Sally Lunn should be as light
and golden as cake.

NoopLE Sour.—Use either beef or mut
ton, allowing a quart of water to each
ound of meat. Add a little salt, but not
enough to season the broth. Remove the
scum as it rises and set the kettle back
where it will cook slowly. Whken partly
done add a carrot or two chopped fine with
the same amount of turnips and an onion
sliced. Boil until the meat is ragged, then
season the whole ; remove the meat, strain
the soup, and return to the kettle. Tomake
the noodles : Rub alittle butter into a tea-
cupful sifted flour, add a pinch of salt and
a well-beaten egg. Make into a ball, roll
very thin, fold up closely and cut it into
strings like cabbage for.slaw,. Drop these
into the seasoned broth andlet it boil ten
or fifteen minutes.

rhubarb that is found at the druggist's and
used especially as medicine for chi dren.

| Brxs.—Use four cupfuls of flour, one gen-

also very popular, and where nov a great |

erous cup
sugar, one-fourth of a cupful of butter or
lard, half a tenspooniul of salt, half a grat-
ed nutmeg, halt a yeast cake or half a cup-
tul of liquid yeast and two eggs. Dissolve
the batter in the milk. Beat the eggs sep-
arately. Add all theingredients to the flonr
and knead well. The dough should be very
soft. Let it rise over might ; in the morning
break into pieces abont the size of a large
egg ; work these into rather flat cakes and
place them in a buttered pan. Have the
eakes about half an inch apart. Cover ibe
pan and set in a warm place. When the
buns have risen to double their original size,
which will be in abont two hours, then with
a sharp knife cat a cross in the centre of
each bun, being careful not to cut too deep.
Bake in a moderate oven for 25 minutes.

GramaM Diavoxps.—Some people are
very fond of graham cakes or erackers, gen-
erally called ** graham diamonds,” on ac-
count of their shape. Mrs. Ewing, the
western cooking teacher, says they are made
in this manner: Add a teaspoonful each of
aranulated sugar and salv to a quart of gra-
ham floar. Pour boiling water upon it until
thoroughly scalded. Work into a soft dough
and roll out until about half an inch in
thickness. Then, with a sharp knife cut
it into diamonds or squares, place in a bak-
ing pan and bake in a hot oven half an hour
or until well done and erisp.

Tho Partition of Africa.

There is no subject more picturesque and
fascinating, observes a contemporary, than
the scramble for territory which has been

oing on -in Africa during recenl years.

ut the speculations which now naturally
present themselves as 10 the future of
that great continent nre necessarily control.
led, more or less, by the consideration as to
who have been the factors in the divsion
and sub-division of the vast conglomeration
of races, possessing amongst themselves S0
many degrees of Barbarism. A work writ-
ten by Mr. J. Scout Keltie, F.R.G. 5., editor
of * The Stateman’s Year Book,” supplies
the following interesting information with
regard to the areas owned or controlled by
European powers in the Dark Continent.

Country. Square Miles.
FrBNCE. . .vae sasssssssaaesssast 3,000,000
Britain. ..o osecessnsasasnsannns 2 500,000
GErmANY ..cccvrssrissssarsarss o 823,000
Belgium .o .v.vnssssnescrsasannena 850, 000
Portagal....ocucecsascmsnssansasss 850,000
TalY . . . cvaaainmawaneoniaessinissnins 606, 000
SPAIN. . soeeasmssssrsassassaneraas 200,000

Thus, out of eleven million square miies
nearly 9,000,000 have been acquired by
European powers withina few years. 1t
will be noted that France appeared to have
obtained the lion’s share, but, as 80 often
happens, appearances uare deceptive. 1i
Egypt were acdded to the British fgures,
where it really belongs, the two countries
would be about even on the area of their
African possessions. Even as it is, how-
ever, France seems to have obtained the
worst place in Africa. Mr. Keltie states
that nearly 2,000,000 square miles of her
territory is desert, while the popalation of
British Africais 40,000,000 as compsared
with 27,000,000 in the French possessions,

Better than that, however, he thinks
that our own people and empire will have
] the largest share in the future development
of Africa, and that ‘‘eventually British in-
fluence will be paramount.” Mr. Keltie
continues : *° So far as the possibility of
colonization by English people and the
habitants of northern and central Europe
goes, we have undoubtedly, by a long way,
the advantage over any other power. Al-
though the Zambesi is well within the
tropics,it may be taken asin a general way
the dividing  line between Central Africa
and South Africa. So far as experience has

and neighboring lands, including the Trans-
vaal and the Orange Free State, which,
willingly or unwillingly, are under British
influence, are colonizable by Europeans of
any conntry—that is to say, Europeans can
not only settle there, but they can make
it their home and perpetvate their kird,
and that is the real test of colonization.”

In South Africa,especially,there is plenty
of gold and an abundant supply of coal and
iron and copper. These are great things
for a young commanity, and, when united
to cheap native labor and a wise policy,
the British Empire in Africa stands fair to
rival even the British Empire in India.

Sl - 4

The Ehan of Kelat-

The Khan of Kelat, who has been sum-
moned to give anaccount of his administra-
tion to theGovernor-General of India, is head
of the Baluchistan tribal chiefs and conse-

gently paramount ruler of Baluchistan.
tumor credits him with a revengeful’ and
bloodthirsty disposition and the actual com-
mission of many thousands of crimes. It
will be well, however, to await the resul. of
the present investigation hefore all the
charges brought against the Khan are be-
tieved. The crime which was the immediate
cause of his present prominence in Indian
politics was the execution of his Wazir, or
Prime Minister and several members of that
official’s family. On th2 one hand i6 -
alleged that theKhan was desirous of prevent
ing the Wazir from leaving his service and
on the other the Khan declares that the
Wazir attempted his life. The true story
will, perhaps, never be known, as except
the Khan and his son Azim Jan, none of the
persons who were preseut at the tinal alter-
cation, live to te!l the tale. Assoonas the
proceedings ¢f the Khan were reported to
the political agents at Quetta, asmall force
was ordered forward and - the Khan was
called upen to surrender. He seems to have
promptly complied with this summons, and
so far his explanations appear to have given
satisfaction. The authorisies, however, will
not be satistied with his own unsupported
narrative.

-

Jane* Gave Details.

A Scotch clergyman, a strict catechist, in
examining one of hisflock a short time since,
thus addressed her:
¢« Janet, can you tell me how Adam
fell 27
Janet fell a-laughing, and answered, ““Ob,
my bonnie dear doctor, you're na serious?”
¢ Very serious, indeed,” said the doctor.
Janet (whose husband’s name happened
to ba Adam) then said : ¢ Weel, weel, sin ye
will na't, dozicr, you see Adam just gaed
o'er the lit:er mght to Lucky Liston’s for
half a mutchki: o' whiskey, when an oar
lying on the road took his foot, and Adamn
tell—and that’s the hale truth o’ the
matter.”

| during the winter montha,

fal of warm milk, half a cupful of |

gone, the whole of Cape Colony and Natal’

Sixty per cent. of the earthquakes occur)

"LIFE IN AUSTRALIA.

Australian life resembles English life in
many particulars, at the same time (conse-
quent on the slightly altered conditions
existing) it possesses a character which 18
perculiarly its own.

The British race predominates, and as a
matter of course, British imstitutions give
to * the old country” ; but on account of the
different climatic conditions and the mixture
of nationalities, many peculiarities are nosic-
ed which are all but unknown in the United
Kingdom,

The larger towns are duplicates of British
towns, with a spice of the American thrown
in ; with few exceptions the principal dif-
ference consists of the breadth and regular-
ity of the streets, which (with the excep-
tion of those in the older portions of Sidney)
are laid out at right angles. Though it robs
them of much of the picturesque element,
this regularity is an immense advantage
from an economical point of view.

It economnses space, and gives less trouble
toarchitectsand builders in the arrangement
and construction of buildings ; the great
width of the streets in most of the principal
towns also exhibits the architecture of these
buildings to the greatest advantage, and,
in addition, allows of the plunting of trees,
and gives more light. On the other hand
it renders the keeping of the roads in order
a very expensive item, their maintenance
forming a very & rious drain on the resources
of many of the smaller towns.

Jn the larger cities all the luxuries of
civilization may be obtained; warehounses
and shops exist which are equal to those in
any part of the world, communication be-
tween the various cities and their suburbs
is cegular and cheap, railways, steamboats,
cable trams, steam and horse trams, omni-
buses, &e., being the modes of locomotion ;
and the same literary, ecientific, social, and
other clubs as are found in other parts of
the world exist here.

It is in the smaller towns that we find
the conditions »f life altered; a typical
township contains say two hundred people,
a couple of hotels (the term * inn” is un-
known in Australia; any place a: which
intoxicants are sold is an hotel), ard
perhaps one store, at which everything 1
the way of merchandise 1is retailed ; and
very often this 1s conducted in the same
building as the hotel, the landlord being a
Whitely on a small scale. The smithy
and the church occupy prominent positions,
and the chances are that on one allotinent
there will be found & pubhe hall of
some kind. -

Life in a settlement like this 18 to a cer-
tain extent monotonous,though not so much
as the uninitiated would imagine, Nearly
every person or family owns a horse, and
the coloniste’ as a rule are fairly good horse-
men, boys six or seven years of age may be
seen cantering about these bush towns
‘thareback,” being almest born in the sad-
dle ; this habit of riding is carried to such
an extent that an old saying runs: ““Ifa
bushman has to carry a message to a place
half a mile distant,he will, instead of walk-
ing off at once, do a two-mile chase round
his paddock after the horse, which, when
caught is duly saddled and bridled, and
then ridden the half-mile.”

The foregoing, though an exaggeration, is
yet sufficient to give some idea of the great
hold riding has obtained ; the saddle-horse
in fact is a necessity, and he has helped to
shorten distances and assist in the explora-
tion and development of the country in a
marked manner.

These small towns are, in the settled por-
tions of the continent, about ten miies
apart, and the inhabitants of one think
nothing of spending the evening in the next
‘or even the second town away and return-
ing the same night. In some parts the
shortest distance between places which can
boast of a cricket club is 40 or 50 miles,and
the cricketers ride or drive this distance,
play the match, and after a little fun
leave for home, arriving some time the fol-
lowing day, the members of the opposing
club Feing the visitors in perhaps the follow-
ing week.

In the agricultural and pastoral towns
time has very little value, a *‘go-as-yon-
please,” * take-it-easy " style of existence
obtains from January te December, and
things are conducted in an irregular manner
in this particular.

In the mining towns it is somewhat dif-
ferent ; the regularity of the work in the
case of large concerns compels the towns-
people to observe something like correct
time in n.ost matters ; but it is pot until &
railway makes its appearance that the
pe ple become alive to the fact that such a
thing as punctuality is of any importance.

In the :maller provincial towns the train
(or mail-coach ag the case may be), which
forms the connecting link with the Metrop-
olis, breaks the monotony somewhat, the
railway plattorms being irequently lined
with people who meet ‘‘to see the train
come in.”” Saturday night is in the whole
of the towns, large and small, the night par
excellence.

Shops, which in all the provincial towns
close early during the remainder of the
week  remain open until a late hour on
Saturdays, and the main business thorough-
fares become crowded promenades. Young
Australia dresses in its best and goes there
to see and to be seen, and scme of the
streets present a very brilliant appearance ;
in the city and suburbs the electric lights
serve to add to the gaiety of the scene, and
a Saturday evening walk along George-
street, Sydney ; Bourke-street, Melbourne;
or Smith-street, Collingwood (a suburb of
Melbourne), is time well spent, and aff rds
a good opportunity for a study of Aus-
tralian life and character.

Some of the Australian towns are lighted
throughout by means of electricity, and
preparations for ivs introduction into others
are 10w being made.

In the bush, life is very similar to that in
the'smaller towns, varied of course by the
nature of the occupation followed.

What Tommy Thought.

Neighbor : ¢ I hear, Tommy, that your
mother has bought another ba'y.”

Tommy : ““Yes'm, she has. And I reckon
she wanta to sell him again, too.”

Neighbor : * What makes you think she
wishes to sell him 2"

Tommy : *“ Oh because, whenever he is
squalling, and there are people passing the
house, ma yellsat the top of her voice : ‘Buy,
oh. bny my baby ! buy, oh !" but for all she
.- '~ =0 loudly no one ever comes in to ask

he p ce of the little rascal. ltismy opin-
.. ..at it’s easier to buy a baby than it is
to sell one,

——

Dog-barbersare quite common in Paris.

Their chief duty is to shave poodles.

FARMING IR THE NORTH-WEST.

Some Imporiant Resnlts Obtalned at the
Experimental Statien.

Superintendent McKay, of Indian Head,
says the observation of everyone travelling
through the country last summer, Was that
wherever crops were put in in good order,
they were looking well, and when the land
was not well worked quite the reverse was
the case. Such has been the experience for
the past ten years, with one exception, that
of last year, in which owing to plenty of
rain, the poorest worked land gave as good
if nos better returns than the best. The
yield of land worked as our goil must be to
give regular and satisfactory returns, has
borne out the observations of travellers.
The report says :—

¢« We have in this district, and I doubt
not, in others also, farmers who have this
year from 30 to 40 bushels per acre on fal-
low land,while on their stubble land, equal-
ly good soil, only eight to fifkeen bushels.
Graated that a good sample of grain 18
sometimes obtained from stubble land, and
that such land matures the grain in a short-
er period than fallow, still tae risk is very
great. The reason of injury to stubble crops
%s the want of sufficient moisture in the soil
to carry the grain over the hot period.
Stubble land, whether ploughed in the fallor
spring or sown without plonghing at all
pever has sufficient moisture to carry a crop
to maturity unless the June and July rains
are in excess of ordinary years. In fallow
land, if properly worked,sufficient. moisture
has been stored up to mature grain in the
driest year, and fgrmeru in the Territories
should have every year at least two-thirds
of their crop of fallowed land, Not only
do settlers risk too much crop on stubble
land at its best, that is, after ploughing
and sowing in the very best manuer, but
thousands of acres are put in in the second,
third, and even the fourth year, without
ploughing a furrow. The siubble is burned
off, if possible, and the grain sown by drill
and not touched again untilcut. This mode
of farming may in one year out of ten give
a fair crop on good heavy soil ; but on light
land with a gravelly or poor sub-soil, the
chances are against it producing even a
medium crop at any time.

It has before been pomted out that fal-
lowed land, in & surprising manber, stores
up and retains moi-ture enough to carry
grain through the hottest and driest sum-
mer. Fallow-land may in a wet season have
too much moisture, causing rank growth of
straw instead of quickly maturing grain,
yet our wet seasons are SO few in comrpari-
son to the <ry ones, that the risk is at most
only two years out of ten—1884 and 1891
being the only wet seasons since 1831. Be-
sides, fallows can be made to retain less
moisture by putting less work on them.
One good ploughing in the months of Juna
or July, and surface cultivation afterwards
to keep down the weeds, instead of two
ploughings, will hold less moisture and
cause the grain to ripen four or gix days
earlier. This applies to heavy soil. 1n
lighter land with gravelly or poor subsoil,
two ploughings and plenty of surface culti-
vation should be given. The pleughings
should be as deep as possible. On the Ex-
perimental Farm, three ways were followed
in 1891 in working the fallows:—Ilst.
Ploughing deeply early in the spring and
afserward keeping the weeds down by sur-
face cultivation., 2nd. Ploughing three
inches deep first, surface cultivation altter-
wards to keep down the weeds, and after
harvest ploughed deeply. 3rd. Gang
ploughing in the spring and fall with shal-
low surface cultivation between. Of the
three modes the first is recommended for
heavy soil, and the second for light land but
instead of three inches deep, the land
should be ploughed six inches deep st first.
The third way ripened the grain four days
earlier than the other two but the yield was
less.

Another most important point to consider
by those farming in the North-west Terri-
tories, is smut, which causes untold loss to
the country. Although this enemy of wheat
was less prevalent the past seasen than in
1891, few localities if any, were entirely free
from it. That it can be overcome by treat-
ing the seed with bluestone, no matter how
badly affzcted the seed may be, is almost &
certainty. It is however, absolutely nec-
essary that the seed be treated properly.
In tests made on the Experimental Farm
the past year, the best results were obtained
by mixing the bluestone with sufficient
water, so that when put over the ceed
there was enough to thoroughly wet cvery
grain and keep 1t wet for several hours. In
the small plot tests (1-10 acre), the same
quanity cf bluestone was used per bushel
as in the field tests, but mixed with more
water : and the small plots invariably gave
the best results and the least smut. 1n the
small plots, also, the worst smutted wheat
that could possibly be obtained,was used for
seed. while the larger plots were sown with
seed almost entirely free from 1t. TFor the
larger plots one pail of water was used to
ten bushels of seed ; for the smaller plot 13
pails to ten bushels.

— el

Foreigners In France.

There are no iess than five bills betore
the French Chawmber whose object 18 to
check or prevent the immigration of for-
eigners into the country. According to
the latest figures there arc 480,000 el-
gians, 280,000 Italians, 100,000 Germans,
and 40,000 British and Swiss settled or em-
ployed in France. These 900,000 aliens
are likely, moreover, to lncrease rapidly
not only by immigration, but by superior
fecundity, the birth-rate smong foreigners
being far higher than among Frenchmen.
The forcigners are exempt from the con-
seription, which causes employers to prefer
them as laborers, and they send away large
sums of meney, $£33,000,000 from Panis
alone in a single year. The committee
which has the bills in charge proposes,
therefore, to compel every immigrant fo
take out s permit of residence which, 1t
seems to be understood, will be refused
when the French laborers complain of com-
petition, and to pay one franc a year to the
funds of the commune he inhabits. The
grievance abou? the conscription 18 gener-
elly considered to be genuine, and to justi-
fy a tax ; but it is pointed out that Jtalians
or Belgians, or even Englishmen, become
in the second generation Frenchmen. The
Riguettis, Napoicons, Gambettas and Me-
Mahons have never been suspected of being
anything but French.—[New Yorz “Evea-
ing Post.”

Chewing tobacco was a habit of George
Rese of Liberty, Ind. He gaveit upseveral
years ago, and chewed newspaper as a sub-
stitute Now he is dead, from the poison in
ltha printer’s imk,
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