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PTER XII.

suminer-house as
it riselda discovers to
that Vera is still in

CHA

into | e

FPeening
she runs past
bher aanasement,
it.

“What, have ¥
“Bless

ou never stirred?””

crics  she, me, have you
stayed in this earwiggy place ever
since? But.”" hopelully, “I suppose

vou wont into the house
and came back again?’’

“Neo, I didn't,”” says Vera, speak-
ing in the low tense way of one who
has been mentally whispering all day,
afraid of being overheard. “1
never moved from this. I felt as 1
1 couldr't,” with a nervous laugh;
“I knew [ might have
had grine anvwhere else, but here 1
was safe. He would hardly venture
here again,™

“What foll¥!"" savs Griseldy severe-
ly, who is nothing if not practical.

vou did stir;
the gardens,

as i

“My geod girl, have you thought
that civilized people always dine?
There will be dinner,”” says she, nod-

dinre o sapient head. “You have to
iu.r.‘ﬂ him there.™”
‘I've thought
t; 314 l-. sigh.
‘I mu ;-.t say,”” savs Griselda, with
now, it must be confessed, a smoth-

ered inclination towards mirth, ““that

of that,” with =&

THE SECRET CABINET
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met him if 1!

Captiv %
:

L

ttoo bad? And 1 assure you. Vera,
eagerly now, and with eyes uplifted,
«I went in exactly the contrary di-
rection I took last time. I hate a
man like that, don't you?—turnmng up
just when he is least wanted."’

“Ah, was it then?"

“I pegin to think that of all men
fishermen are the most ubiguitous. 1
was pever so startled in my lile as

when I looied up to-day and found |
My back was

gays v,

he was besuide me.

turned, you see, and '[ didn't hnow
he was there until he spoke.”

| “He seems a clever young man,”’

says Vera.

“He's not artful or designing, 1
- E " A . | L
think, if vou mecan that,” says Gri-|

selda reflectivelv.,

| “I only mean that he revels in situ-
ations. I don't wish to pretend tnat
he is cleverer than most, or equal to
the arranging of them beforehand, but
vet I don't see how he can always
manage to extort one out of the mo-
ment’s very barren surroundings, and
(to turn them on, as it were,
the correct secondl”

“I really don't think he is a mod-
ern Cagliostro, il that is what you|
‘are aiming at,”” sayvs Griselda again,
perhaps now g little gnnoyed at the

a more unfortumate affair I mnever gther's raillery. “It was all chance.”
S e - = - ) e 5

T’-I”L_“- ‘U.‘:‘ Llﬁ?—d]n[ you see WPl «pyucky  chance! Your face says

was a picture! . |that: why is your tongue less hon-

“I'on’'t go on like that, Griselda,’
says her sister impatiently. ‘T feel
so wreiched about it—just as if 1
hated myself!”” She stops for a mo-

ment, and lifts the palms of her
hands and presses them nervously
against her hot checks. ““To have oi-
fended anyvbody m that rude, inexcus-
able way makes one feel so horrid!™
“Inexcusable? T don't see that,’
sayvs Griselda. T don't see that it

was vour fault at all. You gave
opinion privately toe me: if he
chanced to overhear that
whose fault was it?"’

““No one’s, pi course,"”
little comforted by this bland dis-
positicn of her trouble, and goes on
arain presently as i agreeing with
it. *"“Yes, really, and besides,
Oof 2o mnch ;ilu!'hu-rtnﬂ[‘l" any way. He's
really nothing to us, eh? and one
may surely speak to one’s own sister
without being reviled for it."”” 1t is
quite plain now that she
make herself look right
Then all at  once her tone changes.

¥at vet I do wish I had never seen
him, and that to-day had never
been,”” she cries in a little hurt
voice. “And——what was it vou said
about dinner, Grizelda? Do yvou know
I really don't see how 1 am to get
through jt?""

“With a knife and fork and a spoon
or two,”” says Griselda. “‘Well, I
do wonder whether he will talk and
pass it all over, or sulk amd main-
tain a majestic silence?”’

“T suvpose I couldn't have a head-
ache?” suggests Vera regarding . her
sister doubtfully.

“(Oh, no. Not on any account. Why
Vera, where is yvour pluck gone? Don't
vou suppose he would know? It |

would only make bad worse; create a
mountain out of the merest molehill.
I really think I should come down
if T were you.” .

“¥You're not, you see,” says Vera
with a little sigh, as if regretful oi
that incontrovertible fact.

“You mean that it is therciore a
simple thing for me to argue on the
point. Perhaps you even think T
want you to come down to dinner to |
help me with him. If so, stay up-|
stairs, because I dom’t. And
here, Vera: after all, what do

she

have a headache

make vou ‘happier,
and I'll see it

by all means, darling,
out with him."

She speaks in eager earnest. It has
suddenly suggested itseli to her that
her afternoon has been one of certain
enjovment, #Vera's one of dulness un-
speakable, nay, something more than |
that. She determines if possible to
save Vera from further discomfiture |
and nervous heart-givings.

““1 shall gquite enjoy a tete-p-tete

evening with him,”” she says sm il= |
ing. :
=No." says Vera, after a silent

struggle with berself;
to let him think I cared,
course, 1 do care; it 1s
thing to hurt the feelings of
even the most unworthy!™

“{h. if he could only hear that!”
says Griselda, throwing back  her
Head nnt! laughing merrily.

““Weil, I dare say I should consider
nirn more,”’ says Vera, “ii he had
not accepted my apology¥ in so rmde
a fashion. When I think of it, I feel
as i 1 couldn't show any more
g:‘ut."

«Just so.” says Grisclda,
if yvou stili want to ghirk the dinn
I'll so renresent your absence that
i will icok lihe indi mation, n~! pen-

itenes.""

fhovgh, of
a miserable
anvbody,

=

gavs Miss

“No. Il come down.”
Dyvsart slowly. ““Why shoule I even
I’e-r'l myself in the Wrong Ly Cniv—

if there should be a too terrible sil-
ence at any time, I shall Ieme it to |
vou to come to the rescue.’
“You couldn't leave it to a better
person,”” says Griselda gaily.
“Well,"* in a lizhter tome, “it is n.i
plessing to have you back. I thought |
vou would never come. Had you &
nice walk?"”
“I had,”” slowly. It is unlike Gri-
selda to be so terse, and when with
the limited reply theres comes too
warm na blusa and a Jowering of. the |
~tell-tale eves, Vera pretty well knows
“ondt all
g "’? “Tmet him?"’ she says '-"plmphr..
5 Sy "‘!f - apﬁiuge!fmu-.r. “Wasn't it

opinion, |

sScoMms a

he isn't !

is tryving to |
to herseli. |

look |
you |
and I care what he thinks? If it will |

I should hate!

.!-.*-gtr]ul' orthodox way,
much better, 1

rhE ashamed of.

est?'" - There is g little laugh in
Vera's eyes as she turns towards her,
| **I should be honest to you or not
at all,” says Griseclda laughing too,
“vou give one no lecophole. Yes,
then: 1 was glad to see him. He is
the gne oasis in my wilderness, nay
more, he is p veritable necessity., 1
positively believe we shall learn to
forget our own lanzuage, you and I,
if we are leit with no one to air it
with, save each other. This solitude
a deux is trying,”™
| ““You forget—our cousin,™
slowly,
‘“*No, but
shall see litlle
 the other——"'
| “*True, he looks like o OGxture! Ch,
that I dured believe what vou say
about—aboul—Uncle Greoory's son!'
Griselda regards her for a
or two With agn expression full of
lamazed amusement,

savs Vern

something tells me  we
more of him: whereas

'one hardly knows what
| what He means—I mean. Oh,
{with irritable seclf-contemnt,
‘on earth do I mean, I wonder?””

“1 don’t,”” says Vera. ‘I know. So
the word has been said! T suppose it
. would be indiscreet to ask what it
| was?"’

1 ““Nonszense! T don’'t believe he said

a wWord that even related to love: all
he did say was that he was glad 1
wasn't ‘the wife of any fellow.” ™

“I see,”” says Vera pausing and
then—""of any other fellow of course;
he was evidently leading up to the
'paint that if von wnr-.‘ Lht- wife of a
fellow ealled I’DJ.F

bother,"'

e ———————m - e i

 §
‘she loves her

: Grisclda.

“But don't let things
go too far, darling.”

She sighis heavily.

“You are miserable about that
wretched affair of tlie morning.”” cries
““‘Never mind it. I1f vou will
come to dinner I promise you to do
all the talking, and as it has to be
endured I do entreat vou to Keep up
your spirits."

“Oh, yes. There isn't a decent
chance of escape,”” says Vera wearily.

“Shr" cries Grisclda, softly, put-
ting up her hand; the sound of coming
footsteps, slow, deliberate footsteps,
purpostly made heavier, smites uvp-
on their ears.

“‘Good heavens'! Here he is,:°
Griselda, and indeed they have barely
time to put on a lu_r-.ll.“‘f unconsci- |
ous demeanour, when Seaton ity-

sart darkens the door of the summer |

' house, and looks coldly down con
 them.

CITAPTFR XIII.
| ““They told me I should 1':111.'1 xnu
here,”” he savs, speaking Lo Vera. ‘1

: “IBut surely
! spon!
Inight!™* criesy Griselda,
iby this

I She

just at |

moment |

one means— | mer-house

“what |

lwith cold precision, as one delivering |
therseli

have come to say good-hye.
you gpre
not 'before dinner, not to-
thundersiruck
solution of their dilliculty,
and g little sorry too. Surely, they
bave been somewhat unkind to bkim.
has accepted her sister’s crime
as her own, and after all, what bad
he done? She speaks hurriedly with
an honest regret, unmindiul of the |
dizastrous consequences that may |
follow should he accept her words
an:d stav., *I thought you said you !
were not going until—"’

“T am going now. Goed-bye,”
|helding out hia hand to her with o
| determination not to be changed. Gri-
'selda takes it and shakes it genially, |
is lt{"i'.ldl."l.n'l,.

inay. warmly. His humor

'hostile, and if he acquaints the old |
father of their incivility Any- |
'thing to propitiate him, she tells her- |

self, will be the correct thing,
'she grows positively friendly towards
| him, and beams upon him with gentle
inntrru.tj..' in her c¢yve.

“If vou must go, do us one Ser-
'vive first,"” she says. “‘Do you see
that rose?’—an rather unkempt and |
stracoling specimen of its kind that

trails in unadmired disorder just out-
jde the door. *‘‘It has bafliled me
manv o time, but you are tall, oh,
taller thon most: will yvou lift those
awhward tendrils and press them
back irto share?””

She is smiline divinely at him, o
smtle that Tom Pevton would
riven vears of his life to pos-
sess, but Dysart is disgraceiully un-
movetd by it, and refusing to relurn
it, steps outside, and with a decided-
1y vnwilling air proceeds to lift the
L dro =ing tendrils gnd reduce them Lo
arder.

Griselda,
resocuree, s-oi7es
has horself pro

t -
navao

=% L0

naturally a girl of great
the opnortunity sho
ided. Catching Vera's

with all the manner of
tone in mad haste to be gone. It is
mercly a vart of an unnleasant whole,
he tells himself, that he must first
tsay a chillinely courteous word or
two of farewell to the girl who has
openly declared towards him such gn
un:lying nnimnqitv
“T am alraid,’

says vVera, speaking

of an wunloved lesson, “‘that

!r;rn'.: are going away thus abruntly he-

| maoining.

} “Yes?"'

canse of what you heard me say this
"
“Yeu are right. That is why I am
realies Dysart calmily.,

in n chilline tone ard with

;.:n'-n-:."

“Ch, Vera! I wonder you aren't faintly-lifted brows, ““I repret  ex-
‘ashamed!”" says the younger Miss ! ceedingly that I should have so un-
Irvsart indiznantly. forlunately offended you, but to go

“Well, so
Harivel T

I am,” apologetically.
holding out her hand to
her, “‘sit down here beside me: what
yvou tell me of Mr. Peyton sounds
all that it should be, but—I do wish
von knew something more about
him."’

| “I'll tell you all I know. That he
'has a torndown old place somewhere in
Derbyshire. That he has one sister,
Lzdy Riversdale, who lives about
twenty miles from this, just on the
border

for that—it all sounds a little trivial,

idon't

vou think?"

“Nol. my going, I thinx. I don't
see how 1 ecan do otherwise, Vhy
should 1 make you uncomfortable?

'But you may call it trivial, if you
like, to talk of detesting a man vou
have only seen for an hour or iwo,
and who in those hours He

| pauses,

of our country, and that heis,
08 poor as a church mouse.’

- "I.mi :

“What a pity it is as it is!"" says!
‘Vera restiessly. “'If he could only
comye to the hotuse to see us, in the

it wonltl be so
do detest the ap-
pearance of anything clandestinoe,

Sha looks at ber sister with a iittle

frown., as if fearing she has
far, but Grisclda is ap-

Nervols
gone too

 parently lost in thought provoked by

her words,
dn&s not emerge from her mental |just now.
cloud. l

“I can't feel like that about it,”

ishe sayvs, looking earnestly at \F’ara.
“Not with him. It doesn't seem
bit as if I were doing anything to
I can't explain it,
'put I think if you met him, wyou'd |
know. He doesn't seem to feel it like
that himseli. I 'cl{m't. believe it— it
has orcurred to him

“I think I should: .hke him,"”” says
Vera softly, with such sympa-.thy that
Grisclda suddenly remembers how

r

i T.h.l!l'l.

1
i

“1rHd I make mysell so speci-
dernancs | he
with some=
but as

ally  objecticnable?”
abrugtly, turning to her
thinge that is surely anger,
surely entreaty, in his eves.

**As 1 told vou belore,”” indillerzm.-
lv. “‘one savs foolisn things now and
then.

“Would yvou have me bhelieve you
did not really mean what you said?”

T would nrot have vou believe any-
thin»."" returns she haughtily. ““Why
should I Her eyes are looRking
straizht past him to where a glowing
rose-bud stands, but I doubt i its

and for quite a minute ‘glories are justly appreciated by her

Something akin to pas-
sionate dislike towards the man who
‘has thus brought her steadily to book
is making her pulses throb. *“I only
it p pity that you should cur-
| tail vour visit to your fntl:ie.-r hecause
of g chance remark of mine that cnn-
not possibly affect you in any way.”

“Is that how you look at it2?”

“Js there any other way? Why
should vou care whether or not I de
test vou; I, whom you saw for the
first time yesterday?"”

“Why, indeed!”® He regards her

RUSSIAN FLEET DESTROYED

Warships Now at Bottom of Port

Arthur

Harbor.

BATTLESHIPS SUNK
A desnatch sent from Port Arthur

SayS |

not going SO |

pnd |

battleship Peresviet’s keel is on  the
‘bottom, and that ther middle funnel
is wrecked. The cruiser Pallada is
|I:+:~g|nn|n:.- Lo list to port. The upper
deck of the cruiser DBayan was set
(on fire and is =till burning. The bat-
tleship Sevastopol is moorl along-
side a dock in the east harljor, where
she is hidden from sight by the hills.
| The fire to-day was directod to the
|ld.1]ﬂ.{!.‘| H:_:;"I,"[n and *-a{-',‘xatunn! T
sinhing of the battleship Poltava was

‘due to the xplosion of a magazine
‘aboard of her. She was hit only a
few times, It is considerced that as
203-Melre Hill commands the com-
munications between the city and

Liaotishan the Jaranese will be able
to nreovent the Iussians from making
'a linal stand gt the latter place.
| A correspondent who is with
Iu’m.m'-u' forces besieging Port
| thur, in describing the havoee wrought
| by the fire of the Japanese guns, savs
that in nddition to the warships al-
ready named as being sunk or dam-
|aged, the gunboats Giljak and Fusad-
neck have also been sunk. The tor-
]'u.i io boats alone are intact.
It is reported that the
|counter-attacks on 203-Metre
ceased on Dec. 5, and that the at-
'tackers have withdrawn towards Ya-
vanekau, The Russians have also
'slackened their opposition to the Ja-
panese sappings of the eastern forts.
The defenders are dwindling in mum-
ber, and are sullering from exhaus-
| tion.

Russian

WILL SOON T'ALL.
A despatch from Cheioo says:
cording to Japanese ollicers
the front, Dec. 20, will see

Ac-
from
Port

CArthur i their possession completely |

‘and Russian resistance on the Kwang-
Tunge peninsula will have ended, they
believe, [orever.

| When the port finally
not be Lecause of any
itse!f, but because the Russian army
and fMeot putside of it have failed to
play their part in the combination
‘for which the fortress was prepared.
The cambairn on the peninsula really
beean when the Japanese on June
27th captured Nanshan, and seized
!1.1'u_~ ereat  line of defences which the

falls it will

Russians had constrocted from S0
to sea across the peninsula.  Thence
onwards the .I.lp.-:n--;-'.e advance has

““Was that nir?"" says he with some |
heat., “‘Strangers as we were to each |
other, as we are, as we are likely to
remain, I as% you how it was I de-:
served that foregene conclusion?'

(To be Continucd.)

wausnm "\ 547

lo Tokio on Thursday says that the |

the |
Ar- [

Hill |

failure within |

PT.AN SHDWING GRTS CAPTURED

avoid losses of the magnitude al-
repdy attending their efforts, and in-
stead of assaulting, will rely on
starving out the garrison until it is
inrally captured.

NOGI'S SONS KILLED.

A despatch from Tokio says :—In
the fichting of Nov. 30th the second
son of Gen. Nogi was killed on 202-
Metre Hill, Gen. Nogi's eldest son
was Killed in the Battle of Nanshan
amd he is now childless,

Imperial army  headguarters has
and 58 wounded. No mention is
made of where these casualties oc-
curred, but it was presumably at
Port Arthur,

BALTIC FLEET A BLUFF,

A despatch to the London lxpress
[rom St. Petersbhurgy says that de-
finite instructions have been sent to
| Admiral Rojestvensky, commander of
i the Baltic fleet, not to proceed to
the Far East. The Czar took the
| matter into his own hands and issu-
od the order, despite the opposition
of the grand dukes. The DBaltic flect
will now probably dawdle at various
ports until the possibilities of ser-
{ vice are so remote that the public
will have forgotten its original mis-
siomn. The despatch adds that the
reports concerning the despatch of a
third squadron to the IFar East are
mere speculations,

AWFUL SCENES.

A despatch from headquarters  of
the Third Japanese Army before 'ort
Arthur, viag FFusan, =ayvs: The corre-
spondent of the Associated I'ress has

wisitod 203-Metre Hill, the sceme of
(the awliul six=davs® fight, which ended

'with its capture by the Japanese.
The advance works and the crest ol
|the hill werc torn away, the slopes
of the hill were covered with debris |
and the trenches were smashed and
filled with soil.

In a single section of the trenches
'one hundred yaras long over two
hundred Russian dead and wounded
were scen. They had been horribly
mangled with dynamite grenades.

]

! POOIT SHIRAPNEL.

‘ Y.

| A despateh from Mukden says: The
| Russians continue to bombard Lhe
Jananese positions with both heavy |
anl licht artilery. The Japancse re- |

'sponse Is feeble.

| “How can vou he so absurd?” she arm she draws her back out of sight. 'been continuous. | The Ilussians have expericnced much |
says. “‘You are very properly too| “‘Now's your time!” she says. “"Say | — b difficulty with their shrapne!, which |
ashamed to cali hHim Mr. Dysart, and |scive' hine., Do something. It doesn’t | WILL STARVE THEM OUT. |H1 iould have offectually checked the
vou can't Lring vourseli to say Sca- matter what, but for Heaven's sake l Japanese attacks during the DBattle
ton. Den't you think you'll find smcoth him down one wav or anoth-| A despatch from Tokio SRyEL S of Sha iver, but failed in many
these roundabout methods of men- er! 1f you don't you'll have the old | i[:"-mihh-ng tEL‘-1 I]hl-‘hjm]”I L“L- -T:L'I' I-DIL- cases. sSome of the consignments of
tioning him rather embarrassing in man down upon us Iie—" =S :“’.' '"_"‘f 1':‘ S _'.“';. iniss {t.lti'i °! shrapnel sent to the front appear to
the long run? Do you know, 1"'_"":"”15 “T can’t,” gasps Vera [eariully. I.I-? hjtﬂ-y: ; 31: ,t'?.h-"”: U;?L L:.‘iw- }Ih_‘ have Dbesn  almost worthless from
ydid not think you capable of S0j “You must,” insists Griselda "t“"“'f!:.I.Jn.f:.‘i-'i::.-- 2 1:11:;{!1;1:::;“:.1!1:= r‘ill‘qu.tI];I'uu!‘ construction of the shells.
istrong g dislike?"” ily. “It's impossible to know 1.1'51;11,;{{”.]'1"‘ o "”‘_"_‘flr ! "' ot Sasgipiass
| : - ; agn ] . : : . - ohject of desperate assaults against 4 . -
i I puzzle myself.,” says Vera with sort of man he is. Ii 'L"""":‘:'hm’ h"'!l,l1u.~ fortress which they have been TO ESCAPE SERVICE.
a faint smile. “"But III:anﬂan T.'l_lIl—.t.-;‘.n?"E‘l'hl‘u,' old Iriu_r'r_v with l:Htl iunbkilu-'; the past three months, There| A despateh  from London *says:
fuer the thought that in some  way | “’!"-”'-'t w:utmg‘ to explain whal 'is now a strong probability that,|JSjeht hundred RRussians, most of
I!m will ﬁufﬁu SoE RERAG t'"m:-m;:.' s rn:‘t'.i."-:ln!'l F:'l.;.."{- SAMS IR ECs -n?";m' mii"-‘r'hil;.- continuing the siece, they will 1.1.~11T_1m allege  they fled from i their
tcourse, it is only a fancy,” with a the full signiiicance thereof, she steps bose s T e e e R ST e
sudden haughty little movement of | lightly outside, and gaves with un-| Iu in Manchuria, left London on
her dhapelv head. ‘;Who is he, that [diszuised rapture upon Dysart's {absently, as il trying to work ““t"”t: ,:&11, " lu:u' wol, on their way
he should influence my life in  any- work. The tendrils have indeed been in his own mind the answer to this | Lt ‘1"“.;“: Thos En refugees are ul:-
way?'’' She breathes rathier guickly, {reduced to oirder; the roses are iloom- | rilll‘-tll'ﬂ and then suddenly: r?'.m i l;!l o rate of 150 d“:.[h:"
and then throws off by an effort her (inrx row in a decorous tranguility. I ‘Novertheless, T do care,” hp SAVS | £ a i ‘ LM,
angry mnm]_. “Tot us I_ﬂ.l':'-: of :ﬂ:'.l “You ought tHh be a garvdener,”” she 1.1.1!,11_11I t:_:_rm.h ”.'F 1.'4..-I|n.,-mni~.r1rv. I.L is INDEPENDENT FORCES
|Pt-:'.'tm:.“ she says; “he 1s far more |says with r:_ulh,, a little LJ::w of ad-ithe ipiustice of it to which I object.
|interesting even to me. Well,” gai- mirption, “There, vou've dono | You had evidently determined $TL A despatch from Tokio SaVs: As to
1lv, “"and did he say that word of If:nnu;,h. I ean circanmvent this little  forehand to show me no grace. I :lzﬁ-i’l‘l‘m’mrnl. abDpearance ﬂfl Russian troops
love to vou? You remember our  tendril whilst vou say good-hye 1.:‘}'-1'_1: viu to deny it! Come, can you?’ |in the direction of Ii.‘:ilt‘IlI'lrlil._Ilg. on the
: [compact—your promise to tell me|Vera. T am so afraid you will miss | Aliss Dysart is silent. The very |right of the -{:1[“1:':?&! position on the
if ever that was spoken?” ‘vour train, and all on my account.”” | itaf eleosity of his accusalion ha- | Sha, it is believed here that thev are
“What is 3 word of love?’ REHHI I™wsart, who has received her mp—‘;-’!uudonwl her power to reply, and Im~‘:intlu,-;:~.~:|-1|!r-|'llt. detacdhments [103¢i1¢1it'hud
Griselda reddening.  ““He—of course, |tures rother grimly, drops the t,umirlllsm'm is there not truth in it? Had |from Fushun, ‘_-#'hir:h i5 30 t:uh*ls l;!'l!.ll-it
|1 haven't forgotten my promise, ?}11t1m guestion, and returns to the sum- |(sha not pn*_]mf"{d‘ Iﬂf Mukaen. There are no Russians in

any force south-cast of Mukden. Late-
Iy 23,000 were sent from the district
ssouth-east of Mukden to join the
fighting line on the Russian right.
| The Asaiii reports that the Ilussians
heavily hombarded the railway on the

N T
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lower Sha River throucghout Friday
afternoon. A large.number of Rusaign
wounded were sent norith from Muk-
den on Thursday.

MINOR LINGAGCEMENTS.
A despatch from St. Petersburg
says: Gen. Sakharoll, under Wednes-

day's date, reports that the IRussian
main guard at p village southward
of Laotchengulni Pass was driven out
on Tuesday by the Japanese artil-

lery after sustlaining a few casual-
ties. The Jajanes: subsequently re-
| tired.

Gen. Kouropatkin, in a telegram to

the Emperor, mentions Japanese at-
tacks on Sinchinpu and Soudgainin,
both of which were repulsed, and an
unimI.urlan outpost aliair on the
right wing when the Russians routed
and bayoncted a Japanese guard.

JAD TROOPS INSPIRITED.

published a list of 86 oflicers” killed '

The London Times  correspondent
at Tokio says—According to an of-
ficial teleoram, issued on Thursday
afternoon, the Japanese troops at
Port Arthur are greatly inspirited by
the sipnal suceeszes of the last few
days in capturing positions and in-

|ﬁ1f—‘”ﬂ5 damage to the Russian fleet.

A LIGITT WEIGHT.

l The London Times® insurance cor-

irespondent  savs:—The progress ol
the Russiapn Baltic tfleet may be slow,
bhut it should be fast enough to enable
the vessels to reach far eastern waters
as soon as Lhe coal steamers, which
have not yel left this country, can
get to Japan by the Cape route, War
risks on steamers with coal for Ja-
pan are being underwritten at lower
rates than g month or two ago. The
indifference of underwriters to the
Baltic fiect as o !:,;r_-;lﬂ'.u'u:r or commerce-
|destroying force is very striking.

A DOUBTFUL STORY.

A despatdh from St. Pelersburg
says: A story is current here that
when Russiag some time ago sought to
‘purchase seven Argentine and Chilian
warshins, the two countries declined
to sell the vessels direct to Ilussia,
‘fearing the possibility of being sub-
sequently  held liable to pay Japan
theavy aamages. The question of sel-
'ling to a third party as an intermed-

liary was discussed, and-the possibil-

ity of Turiey playing the role was
'suggested, but a guarantes against
futura liability was demanded, where-
(upon Russia abardoned the project.
| Great Britain, says the story,
oflered to gdvance the money to Tur-

|J';'i.’_‘r' to buy the ships, in return for
{eortain concessions which would por-

Itritain to crect a =sccond
the ceoast of Yemi, op-

Island, giving Great
the lower entrance

mit Great
| Gibraltar on
|posite  Perim
| Britain control of
'to the Red Sea.
Mhegotiations alonz these lincs are
said to be now progressing, It s
added that Russia is much nlarmed
over the report that an emissary has
(been despatched to Constantinople to
block the game.

+
ERITAIN'S TRADE IMPROVED.

rr—

Returns Show Increases in Ex-

ports and Imports.
A London despatch says i(—The

in imports and $55,377,500 in

The increase in

in cotton [abrics, $7,525.8535.

dia's land defences,

LIADTESHAN 14537

T S S

then |

I
I

1

t-ﬂ E ] J-l.]
wiest,
Manitoba,

LEADING MARKETS.

The Rulin® Prices In Live Stock <- .

and Breadstufls.

BREADSTUFFS.

Toronto, Dec. 13.—Wheat—Ontario

—Se¢llers are now asking $1, with
D9¢ bid,
is quoted
Manitoha,
No. 2 northern, 99ic; No. 3 northern
931c,
grinding in transit.

for red and white; spring
93c to 9Ydc; goose, Bic.
No. 1 northern, $1.04%;

Georgian Bay ports; 6¢c more

Flour—90 per cent. patents, $4.20
buyers' sacks, east and
15¢ to 20c¢ higher for choice.
$5.35 to 85.70 for first
mtents, $5.20 to $5.40 for sccond
atents, and $5 to £5.30 for bhakers'.
Millfeed—514.50 to %15 for bran in

bulk: $17.50 to $18 for shorts, cast
and west: Manitoba, $21 for shorts,
$10 for bran,

exports,

Barley—Dull: 45¢ for No. 2, 43c for

No. 3 extra, gnd 41c for No. 3 malt-

ng outside, Toronto freights.
Ive—T5¢c to 76c for No. 2

Corn—New Canadian on cob, 45c;

new American vellow easier and more

I
1

new American
53¢ on track,

lentiful, 531c to Sdic
nixed not so plentiful,

Toronte. 0ld American, No. 2 yel-
low, 66c: No. 3 at 65¢, and No. 3

I

frefplits;
and 32c

£

and $4.35
=
anc

on track Toronto.
Oats—33c for No. 1 white, east low
No. 2, 324c, low freights,
north and west.

Rolled Oats—84.10 for cars of bags
for bharrels on track To-
25¢ more for broken lots here,
40¢ for broken lols oulside.
Peas—67¢ 1o 68c for No, 2

nixed at 63ic,

Onto,

west

and east.

Buckwheat—-Easier: 54c to 55c,

cast and west,

COUNTRY PRODUCE.

Butter—The market is fairly steady

and nrices unchanged.
Creamery, prints ..... ....... 21c to 2
do Tabs & et eeeenes 19¢c to “1']1:

Dairy tubs,

Ib. for
twins in

;:ﬂud t::- choice 15c to 16¢
do Medium ..... ccces cses. 13¢ 10 14c

do inlerior prades ....... 10c to 12¢c
Dairy Ib, rolls, pood to

CHOICO. ....u ssess ssemsnsws 10C L0 1dC

do medinm ... ..., 14c to 15c

Cheese—Steady at 101c to 10%e per
large and 10jc to 1llc for
iob lots here.

Fres=22¢ to 23c¢ for new laid, 20c

't 21c¢ for fresh and 20¢ for limed.
Poultiry—Turkeys, 13¢ to-1l4c for
lvounr agnd 10c to lle for old. Ducka

and pecse,
5#c to 9c, and hens at

T0c on track and
Elore.
| and 90¢

led at S7.
niixed clover
or and

':-qj Ji] F-.p-r
weights on track

Chickens at
aC o OC,
tario stock, 63c to
Toc to B0c out of
Fastern THC to 80c on tracks,
to 95¢ out of store. ° ¢
Dressed Mors—Steady at 8625 to
civt. for choice selec tEﬂi
here. "
Baled Hay—No." 1 timothy is offer-
50 on track, No. 2 and
are proportionately low-
in demand at $6.50 in

Sic to 9c.

Potatoes—(n

not

car lots on track here.

Baled Straw—Car lots on track are

guoted unchanged al $6 to $6.50 per
ton.

MONTRIZAL MARKETS.

Montraal, Dec. 13.—Grain—Wheat ig

s{ill out of line as [ar as export busi-

November statement of the Doard of ness is :
Trade shows increases of $9,736,5300 | car lots of No. 2 white were
cx-';,ai. 40c¢ to

exports was mainly | &5 20-
| 85.50,

returned to India to strengthen In-|

| shart cut, $16.50 to 51:*

|
ﬁ

fand
1to 21c: No. 2,

lat 842 Y
iof Lhe cattle sold at the old prices

| 203¢; ordinary

A few sales of
madoe
a9¢ to

concerned,

40%e, and Neo. 3 at

ports. 394c mer Lushel ex-store.

The increase in imports includes| Flour—>Manitoba spring wheat pat-
cotton 92,793,805, and certain man-|ents, $5.80; sirong bakers”, 85.50¢
ufactured articles, over $2,500,000. | winter whent patents, $5.70 to

'.-'11';'.5,:._:]:11., rollers, S$3.40 to
and in bags, $2.25 to $§2.6G5.

The imports from E}mmijﬁ: wo:p '1— | Fapd—- nnis,m.g, bran in bags, %17
uantity. Value. - : £
Cattle ........ . 16,796 £281,296 10 -n! s 2l *3‘11. ﬁrttﬂglﬂﬂg
R T e e i e
i Y y 5 qrn shoris, $19 to $29; moullie, $2%4 to
T R ”"“"'@jﬁ'"ﬁﬁ 1‘,:1"“ Yo igog ver ton as to quality.
“‘.I}E?t‘ mﬂ“"' Ett”ifﬁf. ,::,P:‘: lﬂ-f‘qg} Meal—The trade in cornmeal is fair
Bacon, cwt. o 804D _1e3sso[atSTI o SUES A teg 0 B
Hams, cWt. eeeeee x 17,103 LT.’S' Hay—No. 1, $9 to $ e *n. .
]h:t.i,ut" ewt. e 21 0238 7.617 | $8 t“ $8.25; clover mixed. is:f L0
Eht‘t‘ﬁl‘r CWES i 22,832 "-’1 T8 | g‘ -H:- '1“~1t pure flﬂ“;ﬂr‘t £6.25 to
RS - 3612 502 578 $6.75 per ton in car lots.
Eres, great hn'ds. 46,61 592 578 ]?H.""‘:HS*—'CHJDI(‘L orinies, $1.90 o 1
¢ |45 per bushel, $1.35 to §£1.37} in
Lord Curzon announced that he car lots.

Provisions—Heavy E‘anni:!mn short
|eut pork, £16.50 to $17.50: light
:‘uncrif::m
fat backs, $20; compound lard, Glc

7C; andmn lard, 63c to Tic;
 kettle rendered, 8ic to 95{: according
to quality; hams, 12¢ to 13¢: bacon,
12¢ to 13c: fresh kKilled abattoir hogs
ST to 87.25: heavy fat hogs, $4.50;
mixed lotis, §4.50 to £5; seloct, $5.25
to S5.140 off cars.

Cheese—Ontario fall white, 10c to
141c; colored, 10ic to 10ic; Quebec,
Oic to 10c.

Butter—Finest 20ic to
20c:
and

grades,
finest, 193¢ to
medium grades, 18ic to 19c,
western! dairy, 15%c to 16c.

Eops—Seclect new laid, 23c to 24c,
reiraight gathered candled, 20c
154c {o lGe.

LIVE STOCK MARKET.

Toronto, Dee. 13.—Trade was brisk
1|'| most descriptions of butcher's cat-
1_1.:. at the Western Market to-day.

The tone of the trade in butchers’
u‘tf-:mr-d an improvement, and buying
Wn more active than a week or so
:lgﬂ Among the arrivals were a few
'of the cboicer animals, which sold
5 to £4.65 per cwt. The bulk

through the list. The market also
showed gn improvement for fair to
good cows, and for butchers’ and
export bulls.

The following were the quotations

ers’, $4.15 to £4.40; good butchers’,
londs of, §3.70 to $§4.10; fair to
good, $3.50 to $3.70; cows, §2.50 to
$3.12%; common to rough, *§1.25 to

|$2.

The following was the range of
prices prevalling in stockers and feed-
ers:—Feeders, short-keeps, 1,200 teo
1 _.;.: Ibs., $3.50 to $4: feeders, 1,-
030 to 1,175 $3.25 to 23.60;
foeders, 800 to 1,025 Ibs., 33 to $3.-
85: stockers, G600 to 800 Ibs., $2.25
to $2.75: stockers, 400 to GO0 1Ibs.,
£1.40 to $2; bulls, 900 o 1,2001Ibs,

.75 o 23,

wriven for butchers’ cattle: " Selecto
‘butchers’, $4.40 to $1.65; best bu A
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