o
F— -
5
- 1.

7
7

o
l
=D.

lg new
edicine
| man
“nows
iy will
fng T
= undil
e, |
knov

el
every
fails.

=

-

e e
[

EE MIRROR.

«OH, WAD SOME POWER THE GIFTIE GIE US, TAE SEE OORSELS AS IPHERS SEE US.”

—

—

Vil. NO. 50.

3§ per annwin.

.

OMEMEE ONT., THURSDAY, DEC 27, 180).

Cueas.W. RicEARDS, Publisher and Proprietor

e .-

e —

!

}
i

[Copyright, 1306, by D. Appieien & Co. All rights reserved.]

Pradey talked a little with Ph[b‘lmgrt.
Presently he went up to see for him-
self. At the masthead Le stopped and
leveled his glasa

“There springs up a light,” I said,
peinting to the fow fast-rising crest

of the hill.

As I spoke tworor three moTe glitn-
mers appeared, but lower down. The
short tropic sunset was nowW OvVer, and
comparative darkness was at hand.
We stirred not tack nor sheet, but

; held sturdily on, and at last the out-
lines of the castle were clear to the un-
aasisted eye.

First Pradey and then the lookouts
came down, and Phibbert went aft,
and he and the captain talked briefly
togetber. The wind now abated a lit-
tle as the light failed, and cur speed
proportionally slackened.

1 fear he stands fair to fallinto a
trap,” said I, uneasily, to my compan-
lems. “Will he stili hold on?"

=] think not much farther,” said Mr.
Tym, but he spoke with no great tone
ot confidence.

. A half mile, it might be more, and
them Pradey called Phibbert and gave
an order.

The lieutenant leaped upon a gun.

“Ready at the braces!” he roared.

The men rushed to obey. The cap-
tain then signed to the helmsman, and
as scon as he had shouted “Helm’'s
a-lee!™ the lieutenant followed with
the other orders and the ship rode
gracefully round. At the right mo-
ment the vards were ordered, and
speedily we were sawing up and down,
very comfortably hove to.

“Ah look vonner!™ exclaimed Mac
Ivrach, suddenly. He peinted toa spot
a little to the east of the hill. There,
in a kind of clear space brought out by
» glinting streak of the failing night, I
saw a smz!ll boat. It was moving sea-
ward, and was already ncarly abreast
ef the'ship.

“We should tall the captain,™ I said.
*Maybe that will be what he seeks.”
veel.” answe-ed the covk.
ed towurd the poop accord-
=.¢ that moment Pradey him-
page (dISCOVEeTY.
+arg out. wheeling sharp-

£ler Thibbert, get way

peclal.
ting. 1 cld bucecaneer

Mmﬁg_r;f"chan{t: the
¥'89 8 3¢eed, and agath T be-
are heattd, and agaih I be
Bis bog bad underrated Pra-
ay fria I[n a moment the ship
{0 come about.

«cad sheets were let go, the
¥s were handled in their turn and
s forward yvards came round.

—

Pess= The other orders were quickly com-
pleted. The ship’s head rode gallant- |

Iy round, and she was laid fairly for
the chase. The wind was too light for
much speed, and as the boat had a good
start and her haven was near the re-
sult must at first be doubtful.

“I'1l have her if I ground the ship,”
growled Pradey. He hurng over the
rail as he spoke and pulled a pistol
from his belt.

“Boat ahoy!” shouted Pradey. He
spoke in Spanish.

“Board the ship!™ bawled back one
o” the men.

“T am going to luff. Fetch up by me.”

“Yes, senor,” answered the same
voice.

As the ship came-into the wind the
boat approached the quarter.

“What news ashore?” asked Pradey,
hurriedly.

“I¥hy, senor, the English have taken
the castle,” answered the man.

At this we all broke into a great
shout.

“The governor and many soldiers

were killed,” went on the man, “and all |

of us soor people terribly frightened.”
“Enough!™ e=ed Pradey. impatiera-
1y. “Tothebraces, wmen! Master PhIb-
bert, lay our course for the ecastle.”
At last Pradey gave the word and
pnece more the Blaek Eagle was fetehed
fnto the wind. A cable had been pre-
pared to slip, and one of the anchors
was lmmediately let go. Sail was
clewedup but not furled, and when am-
munition had been served out to the
men and all the cannon p‘l‘lpﬂl‘rtﬂ for
fpstant use we were lo case either to
fight or to fly. We were near enough
to the castle by this time, SO that a
shot from one of its heavy guns might
reach us, but otherwise there was no
¢t risk.
Everything had been managed as
ily as possible, and there was no
hint, from any Bigdj: on shore, that we
TCe1ve
hrdr::d; Etp-nk: {o the first lieutenant,
. and one of the quarter boats was low-
‘_:.-.!{L.kt }&_‘ﬁeﬂ tenant, pick two men
for a crew, 5@51 see what you can
Jearn,” said Pradey, briefly.
. “Aye, aye, sir,V answered Phibbert.
" w14 all is well fire two successive pis-
%ol shots; if we Bave been cheated,
b 1
r‘mm:m l:tm assented, and hastily
picked ont his men o€ got away. We

them anxic as long as we
1d “fhﬂ' ] :-'-I mwliw

dily entered the

irained Waitihy was not yet far advance
jueh before 1 was | ;¢ way but moderately warm.
‘ ArD FePorl, wwes pure and the sky nearly

e e
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ana then another came out of the ob- |
 seurity. j
i The men broke into a tremendous
' cheer, and instantly the decks awoke |
' to life. The guestion was settled. The |
cagtle was ours. e

CHAPTER XIL
OF THINGS ASHORD |

Every one was speedily & the
| shrouds or hanging over the b.dwarks, |
‘g0 eager were all to get the first word |
' of the news.

A light came lifting and sinking
toward us, and we perceived that Phib-
' bert had set off a lanthorn. Pradey
thereupon hung two answering lights |
over the stern. In a moment we made
| out the dusky shape of the boat and

Iahﬂ before us was the dark, &ireng

! being here. =nd {inally was the sharp,
| sndden rise of tke great rock ftself. :
5 At this point we counld not but wonder |

. CoSTELLC- 1
A

' to it!

| the indistinct, swaring fizures of the |

jmen at the oars. .
‘up, and we saw Phibbert on his feet
| holding it.

“3—]1—s well!™ Le cried as the boat
| broke out into our light “The castle

Then the light shot ]

'is ours.” :
Then the men thundered out into an-

' cut two or three steps of a dance.
Phibbertand hisboatmen came gayly
up, the side, and were immediately
|he=¢t with a maultitude of questions.
| “Yow, sir,” said Phibbert, turning to
Pradey and touching his headpiece, “1
have the honor to report. Capt
\ Brodely, with 300 men, helds the castle.
| The governor and most of his com-
mand are dead. and we have captured
| above 50 cannpon, six or eight pipes of
i muskets, the value of £4,000 or £5,000

s

in treasnre, and a goodly store of pro-
visions." ~
“Execellent!™ ‘eried Pradey in high
igood humor. “And St. Catherine’s?
| Bince Brodely is here, I trow the chief
' remained there—which is to saF, he
| took it 2™
| “He did, indeed, sir,” answered Phib-
' bert, “but he is not in a way toremain
E therelong. Brodely haddispatched the
| news to him, and he must soon come.™
b This happy conclusiczof the matter
| relieved Mr. Tym, Mac Ivrach and me
i quite as much as it did the rest of the
ship's company. The fact 1s our per-
sonal aims were mo: only thereby
furthered, but we felt some little pa-
triotic pride as well. Lastly, we could
not forget that it was cowardly Span-
ish hands that had run poor Capt. Sel-
linger to the yardarm! :
We did not wait for light the next
morning, but a little past three hastily
dressed and came on deck. The wind
had hanled round, blowing very gently
now from the shore, and we caught the
! faint land scents, sweet after the long
voyaze, and were well pleased to part
for a little with the salt, briny tang.
| Presently the east yellowed and the

' gea began to glitter, and as we turned
landward a light fog or vapor split
away and the embattled top of the
mountain broke through.

The morning watch began to wash |
down the decks, as usual, but with
many delays and long locks at the |
shore, and while they were still at work |
firset ome and then another of the]
watch below appeared. Pradey and |
Phibbert soon came out, and by the|
time the sun had his rim fairly above |
the water three-fourths of the whole|
company werc on ceck. [

Not to dwell needlessly on details, |
we brought safely in, towing with a
barge, after one tack, and soon an-|
chored in a little rearward cove. While |
we were fetching by the castle men
ran out to leok at us, and, the news |
soon spreading, the ramparis w-r_-‘:e'l
presently shining with armored figr-
ures, who gave us a hearty cheer of|
welcome. We found other ships in the
berth, lying just in the river edge of it,
and their decks were also speedily
l manned and a volley of questions and
congratulations poured ofnt.

% Pradey answered all briefly but good-
n&turedly, but jmeanwhile gave his
hief? zitention io one Capt. De Bou-
vard, from whom he was learning the
chiaf facts of the siege and taking of
the castle. Tt seemed that the place
was defended by above 300 Spaniards,
not counting servants and slaves, and
that a most stubborn fight was made.
Capt. Brodely began the attack with a
force of 400, but at noon on the third
day, when the corps du gard was final-
ly carried, his available command
numbsred only 230. The Spaniards
were nearly all killed, the resolute old
governor with the rest, and the unhurt
remnant managed to descend on the
steep landward side and eseape. The
wounded and the greater part of the

women were left behind. This was all
concluded about noon, two days since,

and word had forthwith been sent to
Morgan.

As socn as we were at our berthand
all put in order Pradey called for the
gig and was set ashore.

He was gone somewhat less than an

other cheer, and several excitable ones

1

mountain, almost {etching the eye to
a little giddiness and yet pleasantly
steadfast, while breaking away to the
rizht was the refreshing green of the
forest. :
We made no talk for a bit, the others
of the erew pushing speedily on and
leavinz us, and it was only when the
last of them were disappearing in the |
gateway of the-lower forts that we |
finally started on. _
Abave this fors -was communication |
by a steep path with a still more com-
plete defense, zood walls and baktions |

P

at the desperate valor of Bredely’s
men, for from here to the summit the
only regular ascent was by a flight of |
sarrow, roclchewn stairs, and the
chanee for placing scaling ladders was
of the worst and riskiest. Yet uphere
they had won their way, and the frag-
ments ef some of the ladders, and

| more than that—a stain of blood here

and there =till remained as witnesses

At the top of the stairs was a large,
square building that we afterward

The Spanlards had destroyed the bridgs

found was designed to hold military
gtores, and from here 2 straight walk
led to a narrow, deep chasm, the castle
itself lying on the other side. There
kad been a bridee here, but the Spaxn-
iards, in their final defense, bad de-
gtroyed it, and In its place was now a
rude affair of planks partly supporz ted
by guvs. On the other side was & kind
of barbican, and then the wall of the
castle proper. The structure was ol
no great size, rising imerelyina small
tower or keep, and thence stretching
out in two short, low wings. By thia
time the sun was pouring down fierce-
[y..and, as4ve had explored the great-
er part of the placé, we concluded to-
:eek a moré comfordable Epot, and ac-
cordingly ;E{fs::r:-.u‘-.m"; the hill againo.
The gxcursich had afforddd us much
pleasure, besides letting us into the

‘knowledre of thmes shat it was profit-

=

hour, and when he returned rejoiced
os all with the news that we could
have shore leave. Secure as the ship
was, it was deemed unnecessary tore-
gerve a guard, so that Pradey himself,
with the steward, were the only ones
finslly left behind.

It was a gladsome sensation when |
finally stepped out upon the solid quay,
azd I think that Mr. Tym and Mac J -
| rach were in accord with me.

o

able for us tglkoowm More than all,
perhaps, it gave s the assurince of
the despePate and scemingly resistless
valor of our present comrades.

It was not long after we had re-

PRIME MINISTER JOSEPH
Rev. Dr. Talmt}gi l.?:?aaliz ;):-the First

. with sphinx, and

Abus-d
- wazgons, which Pharaoh f{arnished,
" ladenr with corn; and old Jacob, the

turned to the bottom of the hill that .

we Tget fise or six of the garrison, and |
with them a sturdy middle-azed man,
who turned out to be the hero of the
late battle, Capt. Brodely. He :veas

busy just then in giving some orders '

abont the re.trucv'rt:.‘:‘thﬂ"-f“t"‘--'““-‘f:“‘““'EJ'*".‘iin‘-‘--"‘t'-,j front of. the palace.

works, and we merely got n short nod
from him in exchange for our salute,
thoueh this'proved to be but the begin-
ning of our acapaintance. T can now
compass the events of two weeks or

panions and I.passed most of the time
achare, and thougsh we did nof seem
to slich& our shipmates, tnok care to
‘have as little of their rongh and unade-
eontable company as possible. ;

But tkese small things soon passed
out of our thonrhts, for one porning
Capt. Morean's flzet was sighted. Im
2 moment there was the liveliest sort
of =tir and excit»ment. Flags were
taken from the ships and hoisted on
the eastle and forts, and the guns were
made ready to fire salutes. Everyone
furbished up his arms and harness, and
the ships-were cleaned and made trig:
At first tle wind was contrary. but
finally one crait and then another

| more into a ve¥y briefspace, Myeam-.

beat its way in, and beforenightfall all |

had fetched the mouth of the river.
Here a rather sevious misfertune hap-
pened, for, what with our rejoicing
and their-own pleasure and. ‘tumult,
the p-sple of the first four of the ships

| steered npon the dangerous sunken

rock, and their ¢rafts were wrecked.
=y = N
The north' wind coting.on to blow

(eome,

completed the mishap, and it was only .

by considerable exertion that all the
men znd contents of the ships were

g . ——

o

A despatch from Washington say®i=—~
Rev, Dr. Talmage preached from the
following text:—"“And when he asaw
the waggons which Joseph had sent

| to carry him, the spirit of Jacob, their

father, revived,"—Genesis xlv. 27.
The Egyptian capital was the focus
of the world's wealth, in ships and
larzcs there had been brought to it
from India frapkincense, and cin-
ramon, and ivory, and diamonds ; from
i1 north marble and iron; from Syria
purple and silk; from Greece some of
tha {inest horsea of the world, and
some of the most brilliant chariots;
aad from all the earth that which
could beat please the eye, and charm
the car, and gratify the taste. There
were temples aflame with red sand-
stone, entered by gateways that were
guarded by pillars bewildering with
hieroglyphics, and wound with brazen
acrpents, and adorned with winged
crogtures, their eyes and beaks, and

pinions glittering with precious stones, : take us up to see our lost {friends.

There were marble columns bloom-
ing into white flower-buds;

foil bloom, along the avenues

thera were princes who came in gor-
geously upholstered palanquins, car-
ricd by servants in scarlet, or else
were driven io vehicles, the snow-
white horsea golden bitted, six breast,
dashing at full-run; there were foun-
tans f{rom  stone-wreathed vases
climbing the ladder of the sun. Youn
would hear 2 bolt drawn and a deor
ol brass open like a flash of the son.

This was the place where Joseph, the
shepherd boy, was called to stand
pext to Pharaoly in honor.  'What a
conlrgat between this scenme and his
humble standlng, and. the pit into
which his bhrothers threw bhim! Yet he
was not forgetful of bis early home—
Le was not ashamed of where he came
from. When they came up from the
famine-struck land to get corm from

‘HE KING'S CORN-CRIB,
Joeseph, instead of chiding them for
the way they had maltreated and
him, sent them back with

faither, in the very same waggon,
was brought back thal Joseph, the
scn, might see him, and give him a
home all the rest of his days.

Well. I hear® the waggons— the
king's waggons—rumbling down in
On the outside
of (he palace, to see the waggons go
coff, atands Pharaoh in royal robes,
and. beside him prime minister Joseph,
with a chain of gold arcund his neck,
and on his hand a ring, given by
Pharaoh to him, so that apy time he
wanted- to stamp the royal seal up-
cn a document he could do so. Wag-

, Eon after waggon rolled down from

the palace, laden with corn, and meat,
and” changes of raiment, and every-
thing that could help a famine-struck
people.  Yonder they go, Jacob and
his sons, and their wives, and their
children, eighty-two in all, follow-
€1 by herds and flocks, which the
herdsmen drive along. They are go-
ing ont from famine to luxuriance,
they are going from a plain country
home fto the finest palace under the
sun. Joseph, the prime minister,
gets in his chariot and drives down
to meet the old man, Joseph's chariot-
eer holds up the horses on one side,
the dust-covered waggons of the emi-
grants stop on the other. Joseph,
instead of waiting for his father to
lcaps oot of the chariot,
leaps into the emigrants’ }t'ngm,
throws his arms around the old man,
and weeps alowd for. past mﬁmuﬁea"

landed, the vezsels themselves being:- &nd preseat joys -

popelessly wrecked.
Morgan himself stepped onshore, hax-
ing till mow stuck to his ship, and at
once our men brole out in a great
cheer, and, rushing down, caught him
up und placed him on their shoulders
and bore Rim up iothe casile.

My compamicns and I fell into the

At last Capt: |

wake of the erowd and continued on to
the castle. where at last thé panting™ came from the Egyptian palace, the
and shouting buecaneers set Morgan

down. At the same ticie o final salute
of all the cannor abaut the place was
let off. Morganremoved his headpiece,
riving a flourish of acknowledgment,
and in o few words thanked the coms=
pany for this cordial display and as-
surance of confidence.

There was noihing more of note
done that day, and [ saw ny more of
Morgan, thougli 1 was once or twice
again on the menntain, In the morn-
ing orders were given to build up {he
barricades, and all the crews wese
mustered ant set to work. We found
the chief’s design was to make this a
strong place, that we might have a
haven of refuge in case things. went
wrong at Panama.

To- be Cuntinoed.

_—
ALVICE WORTH A QUARTER.

‘An advertiser proposed to reveal for
25 cents an easy way for any young
lady to keep her hands nice and soft.
A budding damsel sent the cash and
received this advice: “Socak your hands
in dishwater three iimes a day, while
mother rests.

My friends, we are in a world by
sin “famine-struck,” but the King- is
in constant conunusication with .us,
his -wazggons coming and going per-
petually; and in the rest nf:m:_dig.-
course I will snow what the waggons
britg and what they take back.

. In the first place, like those that

Eing's waggons now bring us corn
and meat, and many changes of rai-
ment. = We~are apt to think of the
ficlds and the orchards as feeding us;
but who makes the flax grow for the
limen, and. the

' back? Ob, I wish we -could see
| through every grain-field, by every

s e e B

sheep-fold, under the trees of every
orchard, the King's waggons drive up
three times a day, morning, noon, and
night. They bring furs from the
arctle, they bring fruils from the
tropic, they bring bread from the
temperate zone.
NONE BUT A GOD

could clothe and feed the world. None
but a King's corn-crib could appease
the world's famine. None but a
EKing could tell how many waggons

. tosend, and how heaviiy to load them,

and when they are to start. They
are coming over the frozen ground
to-day. Do you not hear their rumb-

 Mag? They will stop al noon ak

| waggons came—the king's waggons
\ —and told him that Joseph was yet
‘alive, he faints dead away.
| news for Jacob!

'a message of pardon, of life, of %ea-

| for our nakedness. Joseph—Jesus—is

: yet alive.
i

there |
. were atone pillara, the top burating :

into the shapa of the lotus when in |

lined | was a focus to all his journeyings—to

fane, and “bﬂliﬂki!ﬂl his anticipations—and

! there would be no music there; there

| On earth we call Him Saviour, or Re-

wheat for - the:
| bread, and the wool on the 'sheep’s:

|5'1m:lr table. OHK! thank God for
bread—for bread!

I remark, again, that, like those
| that came from the Egyptian palace,
the King's waggons bring us good
news. Jacob had not heard from his
boy for a great many years. He
' never thought of him but with a
. heart-ache. Thers was in Jacob's
heart a room where laid the corpse

' of his unburied Joseph; and when the

Good
Good news for us!
i The Bethlehem shepherds were awak-
' ened at midnight by the rattling of
| the waggons that brought the tid-
- ings. Our Joseph—Jesus—sends us

ven; corn for our hunger, raiment

I think that the King's waggons will

Jacob’s chief anticipation was not of
seeing the Nile, or of seeing the long
colonnade of architectural beauty, or
of seeing the throme-room. There

that was
Joseph. If Jesus were not in heaven

would be very few people there; they
would be off looking for the lost
Christ, crying through the universe:
“Where is Jesusf Where is Jesus§"’

Oh, the joy of meeting our. brother
Joseph—yJesus. After we have talk-
ad about Him for ten, or fifty or
seventy years, to talk with Him! and
to clasp hands with the Hero of the
ages, not crouching as underlings in
His presence, but as Jacob and Joseph
hug each other. We will want some
new term by which to address Him. |

deemer, or Friend; but when we
throw our arms around Him in ever-
lasting embrace we will want some
new term of endearment.

THE EING'S WAGGONS

took Jocob up to ses his lost boy;
and so T really think the King's wag-
cons will take us up to see our lost
kindred. How long is it since Joseph
went out of your household? How |
.many years It it, now, last Christ- |
mas, br the fourteenth of next month? |
It was a dark night when he died,
and a stormy day it was at the burial;
dnd the clouds wept with you, and
.the winds sighed for the dead.

In my boyhood, for some time, we
lived three miles from church, and on
stormy days the children stayed at
home, but father and mother always
went to cburch. That was a habit
they. had. On those stormy Sabbaths
when we stayed at home, the absence
of our.parents seemed very much pro-
tracted, for the roads were very bad,
and they could not get on very fast,
So we would go .ta thel window  at
twelve o'clock to .see if they . were
coming; -and then we would go at]
half-past twelve to see if they were
coming; and. -at a quarter to one;
and then - at one o'clock. E.Lfté;'.
awhile, Mary, or Daniel, or De Witt
would shout; “The waggon's com-
ing;”.and then wa would see it wind-
ing out of the ‘woods, and over the
brook, and through the'lane, and up
in the front®aof the old farmhouse;
ard then we would rush out, leaving

i

Southey, who said hes could die far]
away from his frilends—Iike a dog. |

erawling into a corner and dying un- IJ
observed, those were his words. De
it ours to die on u couch, Eurruumiedi
by loved ones, so that they,; with ua
may bear the glad, sweet, jubilant
apnouncement; “The King's wag- |
goms are comiog.” Harkl I hear|
them now! Are they coming for me|

or youf |

i

I
ROYAL TALISMANS. i

“Good Luck™ Articles FPossessed _I’-‘IE
Yarlon: Peleniales, :

Some of the most powerful mon-|
archs in the world are the possessors
of talisman the loss of which would |
fill them with dire forebodings aund)
dismay.

The autocratic Czar of All the Rus-
sias constantly carries about with|
him a ring, withoat which nothing
would indoce him to move astep from
his palace. Though this is really a,
fiction, it is believed to contain atiny |
pieca of the cross on which the
=aviour was crucilied.

The ring is supposed to be endowed |
with some occult power of shielding its
wearer (rom personal danger; hence |
the Czar's anxiety to always bhave if|
with him. Belief in  its magic in- |
fluencer was immensely sirengthened
by the fact of the present Emperor's
graadfather beiag without the ring at
the moment of his assassination.

The Shah of Persia always wears a |
belt set with a superb emerald, to|
which he ascribes the same virtue as
the Czar attributes to his sacred ring,
The beit is filled with onicn-peelings,
the object of which is said to be to |
move any would-be assassin o tears.

When the late Shak visited England |
he was never seen in public withouot |
this protecting belt and gem. He
thoroughly believed that if he traveled
without the emerald disaster wounld
overiake him, and by a strange coun-
cidencs

IT ACTUALLY DID.

It will be remembered that this
Persian monarch was foully assassin-

‘ated not many years ago, and it was

a singular fact that he was oot wear-
ing the gem: at Lhe time,

King George of Greece possesses a
talisman which is also a grim remind-
ér of an attempt on hs life. Just at
the conclusion of the war with Turkey
hea was waylaid and shot at several
times, one of the balleis cmbedding
itsalf in the box of his cgrringe.

His Majeaty's escape was so miracul-
ous that he bad this bullet extracted
and made into o charm for his watch
chajn. He would not part with it for
& kingdem, firmly beliaving that as
it mercifully m'ssed him when direct-
ed at him, it was designed to insure
him immunity {rom assassination.

Tho Sultan of Turkey, who lives in
constant dread of what has
described as the “happy dispatch,”
would not be an Oriental if he did
not believe in the efficacy of charms.
His own particalar talisman is said teo
be a richly be jeweled miniature dag-
ger which he invanably carges about
with him.

Deapite its  virtuoes, liowever, he
iakes the precaution of insisting on
one of his ministers iast-
ing every diah prepared for him before
partdking of it himself.

When the late German Emperor was
iving desperately ill at San llemo a
recmarkable gmulet was sent him by
the Sultan. It consisted of a string
of nine stones of the size of hazel nuts,
each of which bore an inseripticn
from the Koran and lad been prayed
over by a Moslemy priest.

been

Accompanying this royal talisman
was a’'letter assuring the Emperor
that if he only wore it his health

the doors wide _open, with™ many
things to tefl them, asking them
many qaestions. Well, my dear

brethren, I thisk we arq many) of us
in the King's waggons,.and we are
on the way home._ The road 18 very
bad, and _wé getl on -slowly; but after
awhile we come-winding out ofi the
woods, and through the brook of
‘death, and up in frony ofi the old
heavenly homestead; and our depart-
ed kindred:who have been waiting.
for us will rush out through , the
doors, and over the lawn, -orying;
“The waggons are coming! the King's
waggons .are coming!™ Hark!l: the bell:
of the city hall strikes twelve. Twelve
p'clock on earth; and likewise, it is
HIGH NOON IN HEAVEN.
Does not the subject ofi the morn-
ing - 4take the gloom out of _the,
theughts that would = otherwise be
struck. through with midnight. We
used. to-think that wheal we died we
would have to go afoot, sagging
down. in the mire, and the hounds of
terror mighf getiafter us, and that
if we got through into heaven at all,
and bleeding. I remember when my
teeth chattered and my knees knock-
ed together when I heard anybody
talk about death; but I bave come to
we would come in torn and wounded
and bleeding. I remember when my

would be
AT ONCE RESTORED.

The Ameer of Afghanistan wearsa
beantiful gold ring, to which
he ascribes the fact of his having sur-
vived so long the machinations of his
enemies.  He has been a good many
times reported dead, but thanks tc
the magic of his golden ring he still
lives to, praise its protectiag virtues.

No Chinese potentate bas ever been
without his prgcious amulet. It is
recorded of 1 former “Son of Heaven™
tha: his tslisman was a bracelet
which he wore upon his forearm.

The resalt was that, when his Celes-
tial Majesty was strickem with para-
Iyais, the use of that particular arm
was preserved to him, and he was
able to issue his decrees as usual. But
the full extent of the amulet’s mystic
power was only revealed at the Empers
Lor's death. :

Three days after that event, when
the priests were viewing the body, the |
removal of the bracelat was suggest- |
ed. Instantly the hand was lifted ap in
deprecation of the proposal, which |
was thereapon abandoned. At leasi |
so ‘runs the story.

jeweled breastpin fashioned in the

teath chattered and my knees knock-
ed together when Iheard anybody
talk about death; but I have come to
think that the grave will be the
softest bead T have ever slept in,
and that“the bottom of my feet will
not be wat withi the passage of the
Jordam. “Then that sleep in Jesus
will God bring "with Him” I was
reading & dag or two sgo Rebert

l

shape of a clover-leaf. That has
been her corfipanion throughouot her
checkered caréér, albeit it has not al-
wara brought her happiness, ;

She is said to have pinned it on her
bosom before bidding farowell to her
beloved son, the late Priace Iunmriul,'é
when he left England to meet h:a,
death at the bhands of savages in
South Africs. ¢

(1like troe Hritons,

OUT OF A FRENCH PRISOR.

o

The Thrilllng Experience of Some Englich
Midshipmrn.

During one of  the wars between
France and Enzland, Mr. Midshipman
EBoys, R. N,, placzed in command of &
merchant prize, with orders to proceed
immediately to Catalonia and joim
Lord Nelson in the Vietory, fell into
the hands of the enemy instead, and

| was committed to the prison of Valens

ciennes,

There he remained four years. Then
the time came when a scheme to get
away, in which he was joined by three
companions, scemed practicable. They
oiuat scale a wall, ascend the parapet
unscen, escape the observation of
three or four sentinels and the patrols,
descend two ramparts, foree two locks
and get over two drawbridges; but by

| the grace of God they expected to mane

aze it

In one way and another they prod
cured ropes and picklocks, and when
the night came it was dark and cloody,
while the wind blew and the leaves
kept up a rustling favorablas to the
centerprise.

At half past cight Boys and Hans
ter, with woolen stockings over their
shoes, cach having 2 rope, a small
poker, a satake and a knapsack, went
into the back wvard, climbed over the
wall, passcd through the garden and
palisades, crossed the road and climbe
ed on their hands and knees antil they
rcached the parapet over the gateway

| leading to the apper citadel.

With the uimiost precantion they
crept gpon the summit, and down the
breastwork toward the ounter edge of

the rampart.
Both the poker and stake were then

driven into the ground—hby rising and
falling with bis full weight Boys hame
mered them in with bis chesat—and -
THE ROPE MADE FAST

This done, they let the rope downm
through a groove in the ramparts, and
Boys descended. Aboat two-thirdsof
the way down, part of =z brick fell,

' but he caught it between his kneces,

and carricd it down without noise.
Whzn Huater Lad also gone dowa,
they e¢rossed the drawbridge and
found themselves in an arched pass-
gze, ending in the door which separats
ed them from the upper citadel. This
was the moment for the picklocks to
be proved, and they were tried in vain!
The bolt was of cast iron; filing was
uscless: and the stone in which the
bolt was fastened was so fortified with
bars of cast irom that it could oot De
gul out.
“(heckmate I mormored Hunter,
“We must undermine the gate,” sald
Bova. “We have our p-:n:kct-knivea..”
They had worked aboat a guarter of
vn hour, making little heaaway, for
lhe paving-stones under the gate were
pbout ten inches sguare and closely
bound together, when they were al-
prmed by a noisa like the distant re=-
port of & gun. :As the sound l‘.luc'..lmﬂ
fainter, it resembled the caulions
ppening of the great gate.
For a moment all seemed tuat.
Stories, only too true, of the barbar-
ous treatment of fugitives bad often
reached Valenciennes ; to be over-
taken meant @ horrible death. There
was a faint sound of loolsieps 1o th?
passage, and the two men rose to th?if
{eet and stood back to back.

"I:i[}lfs l : ] : 1
it was Whiteharst's wahisper, and

instantly all againl The
nosc had been by Mansell
dropping his kuapsack on the echo=
ing bridge. Whitehurst had remain-
ed perfectly still while he heard the
sontinel walk ap and examine the
inner side and then walk away. It
was a narrow escape ; the fugitive and

was hope

cansad

-

‘the soldier were scarcely more than
| A YARD APART.
i; They all began work now, and at

ihalf past ten the first sione wad
i,ra..:a--}d. and half an hour later there
}w:m a hole large enough to creep
lthroagh. The firsi and second draws
'bridges they crossed on the iron hand.
lrails, and thus gained the upper
‘citadel. They then proceeded to the
‘northeast corner, fixed a stake and
fastened a rope upon the breastwork
lof the foarth and last descent, feeling
as if they were already embarked for

|Eng1and. '
As Boys was getting down, witl his

‘chest against the edge of the .parapet,
‘the stake gave way. Whitehurst, who
|was sitting by it, snatched the rope,
‘Manszll seized Whitehurst by thecoat
land Boys laid bold of the grass, and
by all these means together he was
saved from a fall of about fifty feet,

They all camei down safe at last,
with their knapsacks aad this fourth
descent bad lapded them fairly out-
side the f[ortress; and i1n excess of joy,
they all =shook

| hands.

Getting oui of a citadel like that of
|Valenciennes was one thing, and to
leave the enemy’s country was an-
rother, but at last, after many adven-
itares, the young midshipmen were
‘able to offeri up their humble thanks-

The talisman of the sorrow-stricken | giving for deliverance on English soil.
ex-Empress Eugenie is an artistically |

1"—'_‘————-

HER EXCUSE.
' Clara—What i your- idea in being
engaged to o man old enocugh to be
your father ? .

. Maud—I didn’t know but I
marry him.

S
CHINESE FEED THEIR DEAD.
Twice a year, in the first week In
April and October, the Chinese carry
food to their dead.
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