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is not teo late to remedy such a terrible
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“‘But it i3 too late, Mr. Stratton: and
really 1 don't think I could ever hawve
agreed to such an engagement, even if my

child had been willing."”

day.” Jeweler—**Didn't it sunit?
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Man wants but little here below.
Some call this a mistake,
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Stratton made no answer for a few mom-
ents. The diffienity was how to begin, It
was not that he was strange with the ad-
miral, for, consequent upon the friendship

ormerly exisiing between 1liss Jerrold
and his mother, Sir Mark’s house had been

A mist began to form before Myra's eyes,
gradually shutting her in as she sank back
io her chair, till all around was darkness,
and she could not see the unwonted excite-
ment of her cousin, who, with her fingers
tightly enlaced, kept on meving from place
to place and talking rapidly.
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of a tempest—and she saw little thoughts
of the past, which she had crushed out at
once as silly girlish fancies, rising again,
and taking solid shape. Looks that kad

““Yes, sir, yoars,” said Stratton, making
his plange, and now speaking quickly.
“The fact is, Sir Mark, I have had news
this morning—glorious news for me,”

be *‘just pe good.”
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The firat barrel of *¢ coal oit” was ecom-

mamma told us that it is always better to
underrate than to exaggerate.”

Mra., Jones—** There goes Mr. Gray.
He's an octogenarian.” Mrs, Robinson—

get her on your side,”

“1 don’t know—was I?" said Stratton
dejectedly.

““Ot course, sir. Acting the *imid lover
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*‘I suppose it was natural, sir. Yesterday
I was a poor struggling man, to-day I have
had the letter announcing my appointment
to the Headley Museum, and it is not only
the stipened—u liberal one—but the posi-
tion that is so valuavle for on: who isfizht.
ing to make his wayin the scientific rank.”
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was so much meaniog in his wordas,
“There,” continued Lhe admiral: “‘out it
must come, sir, and you must bear it like a
My child, Myra, has accepted my
friend Mr. Barron, and the marriage is to
take place almost at once,”
Stratton stood fer a few momeats gazing

wondrous light, tall, in the full awaken-
ing that had cvme, she grasped the sides
of the chair and began to tremble, as Edie’s
voice came out trom beyond the darknesa
in which externals were shrouded, the
essence of all coming home to her in one
terrible reproach, as she told herzelf that

She (enthusiastically)—** I would have
giver anything in the world to get it?*”
He—**Well, why didn't you buy it ¥ She
~—*'"Uh, it cost too much—50 cents,”

Helen—*Funny you didn’t notice that

quite awhile.” Maude—*Yes, but he

Tom had been drinking. He talked to you |
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with rheamatism, an’' Dick's down with
smﬁu bite. When air you a-comin’ to see
us?

She (a woman's rights woman)—*Do
you believe that womaa should have the
right of being the equal of man? He—
“Well, if she wants to let herself down so

far I don’t see any reason why she should
be prevented.”

““There is something about you that I
like exceedingly,” said Mr. Callowhill to
Miss Ricketts, “That’'s your own inor-
dinate egotism,” replied the girl, *“My

Well, 1 will not profesm ignorance. My
sister did once drop me a kind of hint about
my duties, and I have noticed a litile thin Iy
now add then,”

““You have noticed, sir ¥ cried Stratton,
being startled.
! :'ﬂh, ves,” said the adrmiral, smiling.
: ‘I'm not an observant man over such mat.
ters; infact,] woke up only three months ago
to find how blind I could be: but in your
case I did have a few suspicions ; for you
young men are very transparent.”

“‘Really, Sir Mark, Iag:;uum you,” fal.

““Bat it's too latenow ! I hope you'll
be happy, dear, and uncle satisfied; but
you will repent it, 1 am sure, for I don'’t
tgﬂliﬂv& you love Mr. Barrcn the slightest

it,

As she spoke those last worda she left
tho room, and Myra was alone with
thoughts which grew and swelled till she
felv half suffocated, while, like some vibrat-
ing, echoing stroke of distant knell, came
the repetition of those two woras, quiver-
ing through every nerve and fiber of her
being :

“That Mr. Stratton was come top o-
pose for Edie’s hand?”

**Of course.”

Myta's brow contracted a little, aud as
there was a puzzled look in her eyes
he said geutly:

*'Yes he has been very attentive ‘o her
often. Well, I like Mr. Stratton very
much, Mr. Barro..”

“James,” he said reproachfuily.
_““James,”she said, as if repeatinga lesson,
in & dreamy tone, and her eyes were direct-
ed toward the door.
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