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CURRENT NOTES

With curious lack of knowledge as to
the past of socience, commentatora upon
the life of Huxley fall into the singular
error of declaring that he “‘established the
theory of evolution” of which Darwin 1a
declared to be the *“author.” If an ssser-
tion so widely made, and so absolutely be
not inquired inte at the moment of ita
birth & spurious myth will be added to
popular faith concerning the progress of
scientific investigation and its tentative
resulta.

Evolution is not established., In the
very nature of tinin;gs it zan never be ee-
tablished. Ita premises, according to 1te
own authentic advocates, go back beyond
the scope of man’s power of research or of ;
reckoning time, That it is very generally
held to be true is beyond gqueetion ; but |

those who belleve moat firmiy in it would |
be the last to claim for i1ts demonatration. !
Withoat demonstration a scientific theory |
cannot be said to be estabiished. If the |
evolution of apecies from speciea be admit” 3
ted an integral part of the theory of evolu- |
tion, as 1t muat be, 8 mooumental barrier |
stands in the way of its uoquestioned |
acceptance. That barrier haa been placed |
in #cientific annals by Louis Agassiz in his |
exposition of the fixity of species, as illus”
trated by embryology.

A= Hux:t;:,r has not eatablished evolution,
Darwin »as nol and never claimed to be 1ta

*“puthor.” The principle of evoiution was |

spparent to Aristotle, who, notwithstand-

ing the scan!iness of materials, means and E
opportnuity for biologie study, pﬂcﬂil'ﬂdl
the reasonableness and probability of the |
principle. The theory itself was 'lridel_-,r:
known among the Greek and the early
Chriatian scholars, and was freely discussed,
pro and con, in the<Christian schools of the
first five centuries. Darwiniam, ]’.‘ll'l:lp-'l!l‘]"l_f
atated, 1# nataral selection, and 1t uonder-
takea to justify the principle of evolation,
Nataral selection, briefly stated, ja that
every kind of aphwal and plant tends to
inceease In numbers n geometrical progres-
sion : *hat every kind tranamits » general
likeness, with mdividual ditfference, to ita
atfapring, and that every individual has to
endure a severe atruggle for existence,
owing 1o the temiency to grometrical in-
crease of all kinds of animals and plants,
while the total animal and wvegetable
population, man and his agency excepted,

remaing almosl .'IlI'Irl!-ilu.llilrln.r""l'+

'n the Ilaat edition of * The Origin of
Species,” Darwin somewhat modibes
natural selaction in relation to its potency
as a factor in the probability of evolntion.
While he continned to maintain that it 18

the mosat important mﬂ-unﬂ:h}r which nature |
has pieserved  an equiliprium  between !

generation and subsistence, he does nos

adihere to his original position that it 18 the .

only means. It will also be remembered

that while evolution ia not Darwin’sin any |
sense, the hypothesim of natural selection |

waa put forth by Alfred K. Wallace about
the same time as by Darwin, who, however,
was antecedent in reaching the world with

his evidencea in support of it thereby

gi ving to the h}'pubimain of naturalselection
his nama,

Darwin himasif, & chivalrous, highmind-
ed amnl nonest man, who wrote' modestly
and cautions.y, always resented ascription
to him of anything which was not his due,
Huxley woald smile with his character:stic
brusqueness of candor at the absurdity of
claiming for him the eatablishment of a
theory which ‘neither he nor any other
scientific defender of evolution professed
to believe suasceptible of demonstration,

Tries to Kill His Three Children.

A despatch from Keewaunee, 1L, says :—
William de Haves, living near this town, is
charged with having attempted to kill his

three¢ children. He has fled. Om Sunday
some of the neighbors hesrd screams coms
ing from Batea” house. Thney rushed in
and found all three children lying on the
floor, apparently dying from terrible muti-
lation all over their bodies, while a blood-
stained hatchet told what instrument. had
been used to inflict - the wounds. Une
little irl, 13 years old, was able to tell a
confused story of how her mother had
rushed 1o from the room,and grabbiog them
in turn had administered the blows with a
hatehet, swearing and cursing all the while.
The mother was found in a room upstairs,
snd although she showed no signs of hav-
ing committed the crime and protested her
innocence, she was taken into custody as
insape. It is now learned that de Bates
himself is the guilty person, He had put
on one of his wife's dresses and so disguised
himself otherwise that the children were
daeceived. " The motive of the crime ia un-
known. De Bates 18 being searched for in all
directions. Ome of the children is dying,
and the others are ig & critical condition.

Would Take No Risks.

The insurance agent stepped briskly up
to the Duteh saloon keeper.

Want your life insured ?

Nup.

Your brother’s ?

Nup. .

Your wife's?

Fer what ? ,

So when she dies you get the money.
~m,-1mim unt it barot up

REV. DR. TALMAGE ON WRONGS
THAT CANNOT BE RIGHTED.

His @pinion of “* The Inpardonable Sin.”
—=Not Foasihle To-day o Commili 1t--
Some Irrevocable Misiakes Enumerat
eill=The 3lgual Gun of the Goespel.

New York, July 14.—In his sermon for
to-day, Rev. Dr, Talmage, who is still in
the west on his annual summer tour, chose

s subject which has been a f{ruitful theme

of theological disputation for centuries past

—viz, “The Unpardonable Sin” The texts

selected were: **All manner of sin and

blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men,

, but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost

shall not be forgiven unto men. And who-
soever speaketh a word against the Son of

| Man, it shall be forgiven him, but whoso-

ever apeaketh againat the Holy Ghostit
shall not be forgiven him, neither in this
world, neither in the] world to come."—
Matthew xii, 31, 32.

““He found no place of repentance,*hough
he sought 1t carefully with tears.”—
Hebrews xii, 17.

As sometimes you gather the whole
family around the evening stand to hear
some book read, so now we gather—agreat
Christian group—to study this text, and
now moy one and thesame lamp cast its
glow on all the circle.

You see from the first passage that I
read that there 18 a sin against the Holy
(Ghost for which a man is never pardoned.
(ince having committed it he is bound band
and foot for the dungeons of despair,
Sermons may be preached to him, songs
may be sung to him, prayers may be offered
in his behaif, bat all to no purpose. He is

| & captive for this world and a captive for
' the wotld to come. Do you suppose that
| there is any one here who has committed

that sin? All sins are against the Holy
i Ghost, but my text speaks of one especially,
| It is very clear to my own miod that the
| sin against the Holy Gost was the ascribing
| of the works of the Spirit to the agency of
!tha devil in time of the apostles. Indeed
' the Bibie distinctly tells us that. In other
| words, if & man had sight given to him, or
| if snother was raised from the dead, and

some one standing there shouid say : *“This

man got his sight by satanic power. The

Holy Spirit did not do tvhis, Beelzebub
' accomplished iv,” or, **Tnis man raised
from the dead was raised by satanic in-
fluence,” the man who said that dropped
down under the curse of the text and had
committed the fatal sin against the Holy
(xhost.
|  Now, I do not think it is possible in
: this duy tocommit that sin. I think it
| waa possibly only in apostolic timea, But
i it is & very terrible thing ever to say sny-
i thing against the Holy whost, and it 18 a
| marked fact thac our race has been mar-
' velously kept back from that profanity.
You hear & man swear by the name of the
Eternal God snd by the pname of Jesus
' Chirist, but you never heard & man awear
by the name of the Holy Ghost. * There
are thoee here to-day who fear they are
. guilty of the nnpardonable sin, Have you
such anxiety ? Then I have to tell you
positively that you have not committed
| that =in, because the very anxiety is a
| result of the movement of the gracious
spirit, and your anxiety is proof pomtive,
as certainly as anything thatcan be demon-
: strated in mathematics, that you have not
committed the sin that 1 have been speak-
g oi. I can look off upon this audience
and feel that there ia salvation for all. It
is not like when they put out with those
| lifebones from the Loch Earn for the Ville

' du Havre. They knew there was not room | ¥

| for all tke passengers, but they were going
| to do as well as they could. Bat to-day

we man the lifeboat of the gospel, and we
| ery out over the sea, ** Room for all !" Oh,
' that the Lord Jesus Christ would, this
: hour, bring you all out of the flood of sin
| and plant you on the deck of the glorious
| old gospel craft !

Yut while ] have said I do not think it
is possible for us to commit the particular
sin spocken off in the firat text, I have by
reason of the second text to call your
atiention to the fact that there are sins
which, though they may be pardoned, are
In some respects irrevocable, and you can
find no place for repentance, though you
seek it carefnlly with tears, Esau had a
birthright given himm. In olden times,
it meant not only temporal but spiritual
blessing. One day Esau took this birthright
and traded it for something toeat. Oh the
folly ! But let us not be too severe upon
him, for some of us have committed the
same folly. After he had made the trade
he wanted to get 1t back. Just as though
you, to-mrrrow morning, should take all
your notes and bonds and government
securities and should go into & restaurant
and in & fit of recklessness and hunger
throw all these securities on the counter
and ask for a plate of food, making that
exchange. This was the one Esau made.
He sold his birthright for a mesa of pottage,
and he was very sorry about it afterward,
but ** he found po place for repentance,
though he sought it caretully with tears,”
- There 18 an impression in almost every
man’s mind*that somewhere in the future
there will be & chance where he can correct
all his mistakes, Live as we may, if we
only repent in time, God will forgive us,
and then all will be as though we had
never committed sin. My discourse shall
come in collision with that theory. I shall
thow, you, my friends, as- God will help
me, that thereis such a thing as unsuccess-
ful repentance ; that there are things done
wrong that always stay wrong, and for
them youmay seek some place of repentance
and seek it carefully, but never find it.

Belooging to this class of irrevocable
mistakes ia the folly of & misspent youth.
We may look back to our college days and
think how we neglected r A
geology, or botany, or mathematica, We
‘may be sorry about it all our dﬂl Can
.we ever get the discipline or the advantage
| that we would bave had bad we attended

dey bay me anuder. Now if Katrina dies
dey buys me anuder vife. Nub, I keep my
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to those duties in early life? A man

dying, _
wakes up at 40 years of age and finds | Im this category of irrevocable mistakes |
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that his youth has been wasted, and
he strives to get back his early advan-
tages. Does he get them back—the
days of hoyhood, the daye in college, the
days under his father's roof. * Oh,” he
says, “'if I could only get those times back
again, how I would improve them !" My
brother, you will never get them back.
They are gone, gone. You may be very
sorry about it and God may forgive,so that
you may at last rench heaven, but you will
never get over some of the mishaps that
have come to your soul as a result of your
neglect of early duty. You may try to
undo it; but you cannot undo it
When you had & boy's arms and
a boy's eyes and a boys heart you ought to
have attended to those things. A man
says, at 50 years of age, **l do wish I could
get over these habits of indolence.”” When
did you get them ? At 20 or 25 years of
age. You cannot shake them off. They
will hang to you to the very day of your
death, If a young man through a long
course of evil conduct undermines his
physical health, and then repents of it in
after life, the Lord may pardon him, but
that does not bring back good physical
condition, 1 said to & minister of the
gospel one Sabbath, at the close of the
service, “Where are you preaching now
“Oh,” he eaye, ** I am not preaching. I
am suffering from the physical effects of
early sin. I can’t preach now ; I am sick.”™
A consecrated man he now is,and he moans

arrest their bodily effects.

often take 20 years of their iife to.build up

beginning lite when he is 21 vears of age ;
mﬁ: about a woman beginning life when
she is |8 vears of age ! Ah, no ! Inmany |
respects that 1s the time they close life. In !
nine cases out of ten all the questions of |
eternity are decided before that. Talk |
about & majority of men getting their |
fortunes between 30 and 40 ! They got or
lose fortunes between 10 and 20, ‘When

next 50 years will not be of as much 1m-
portance to him as the tirat 20,

Now, why do [ say this? is it for the
annoyance of those who have only s baleful ’
retrospection? You know it isnot my way.
I say 1t for the benefit of young men and
women. [ want them to understand that

the sins of youth we never getover; that:
you are now fashioning the mold in_ which
your great future is to run ; that & minute,
wstead of being 60 seconds long, 18 made
up of everlasting ages. You see what
dignity and impoctance thie gives to the
life of all our young folks. Why in the hght
of this subjectlife isa not something to be
frittered away, not something to besmirked
about, not something to be danced out, buy
something to be weighed in the balances of
eternity. Oh, young man, the sin of
yesterday, the sin of to-morrow, will reach |
over 10,000 years—aye, over the great and
unending eternity. Y ou may, after awhile,
say : "%nm very sorry. Now 1 have got
to be 30 or 40 yeurs of age, and I do wish
1 had never committed those gins.” What
does that amount to? God may pardon yon,
but undo those things you never will, you
never can.

In this same category of irrevocable mig-
takes [ put all parental neglect. We begin
the education of cur children too late. By
the time they get to be 10 or 15 we wake
up to onr mistakes and try to eradicate this
bad habit and change that, buw it is too
late. The parent who omits, in the firat ten
years of the child’s life, to make an eternal
impresaion for Christ, never makes it, The
child will probably go on with all the dis- |
advantages, which might have been avoid-
ed by paternal faithiuiness. Now you see
what & mistake Lhat father or mother makes
who puts off to late hie adherence to Christ, °
Here is a man who at 50 years of nge says
to you, **1 must be a Christian,” and he
yields bis hears to God and sits in the place
of prayer to-day a Christian. None of us |
can doubt it. He goes home and he says :
*¢ Here at 50 years of age 1 have given my
heart to the Saviour. Now I must establish
a family altar.” What? Where are your
children now * Une in Boston ; another in |
Cinecinnati ; another in New Orleans, and |
on, my brother, at your fiitieth year going |
to establish your family altar ? Very well ;|
better late than never, but alas, alas, that
you did not do it 25 years ago, |

When I was in Chamouni, Switzeriaml,
| saw in the windows of one of the shops |
& picture that impressed my mind very
much. It was a picture of an accident |
that occurred on the side of ome of the |
Swiss mountains. A company of travelers,
with guides, went up some very sleep
places—places which but very few travel
ers attempted to go up. They were, as all
travelers are there, fastened together with
cords at the waist, so that if one slipped,
the rope would hold him—the rope fasten-
ed to the others. FPassing along the most
danyerous point, one ot the guides slipped,
and they all started down the precipice,
but after awhile one more muscular than
the rest struck his heels inte the ice and
stopped, but the rope broke and down,
hundreds and thousands of feet, the rest
went,

And sc I see whole families bound to-
gether by ties of affection, and in many
cases walking on slippery places of worldli-
ness and sin, The father konows "it, and
the mother knows it, and they are bound
all together. After awhile they begin to
slide down steeper and steeper, and the
iather becomes alarmed, and he stops,
planzing his teet on the **Rock of Ages.”
He stops, but the rope breaks, and those
who were once tied fast to him by moral
and spiritual influences go over the preci-
pice. Oh, there is such & thing as coming
to Christ socn enough to save ourselves,
but not socn enough To rave others !
How many te wake up in the latter
part of life to find out the mistake! The
rénts says, ‘*I have been too lenient,’
or, ** I have been too severs in- the disei-
pline of my vhildren. If I had the lirtle
ones around me again, how different I
would do!” You will never have them
around again. The work is done, the bent
to the character is given, the eternity is
decided. I eay this to young parents—
those who are é or 35 years of age—have
the family altar to-night. How do you
suppose that father felt as he leaned owver
the couch of his dying child and the ex-
mg son said to him ; ““Father you have
very good tome. Youhavegiven me
a fine education and yon have placed me in
s fine social position ; you have done every-
thing for me in & worldly sense ; but father,
you never told me hew to die. Now I am

and I am afraid.”

bitterly over early sins, but that does mot  sting in them. You wiil wish you had

The simple fact is, that men and women |

influences that require all the rest of their | ister it very gently, lest some day there
life to brenk down. Talk about a nmn|

you tell me that a man is just beginning | see during the week that I have missed
lite, I tell yon he is just closing it. The!

eternity is wrn[;pud up in this honr ; that |

 two wings, and that it does not fly, like a

1 place, also, the unkindnesses done the
departed. When | was a boy, my mothe:
used to say to me sometimes, “*De Wite,
you will be sorry for that when I am gone.’
And I remember just how she looked, sit-
ting there with cap and spectacles, and the
old Bible in her lap, and she never said a
truer thing than that, for I have often been
sorry since, While we have our friends
with us we say unguarded things* that
wound the feelings of thuse to whom we
ought to give nothing but kindnesa, Per-
haps the parent, without inquiring into the
matier, boxes the child’s ears. The little
one, who has fallen in tke atreet, comes in
covered with dust, and, as though the first
disaster were not enough, she whipas it.
After awhile the chi:ld i1s taken, or the
parent is taken, or the companion is taken,
and these who are leftv say, “Oh, if we
eould omly get back those unkind
words, those unkind deedsa; if we
could only recall them !" But you cannot
get them back. You might bow down over
the grave of that loved one, and cry and
ery and cry—the white lips would make no
apewer, Lhe atars shall ba pluqkud out of
their socketa, but the influence shall not
be torn away. ‘The world shall die, but
there are some wrongs immortal. The
morsal ¢f which is take care of your friends
while you have them. Spare the scolding :
be economical of the satire ; shut up ia a
dark cave, from which they shall never
swarm forth, all the words that have a

some day—very soon you will—perhaps to-
morrow. Oh, yes, with a firm hand you
administer parental discipline, also admin-

might be alittle alab in the cemetery, and
on 1t chiseled *Our Willie” or **Our Char-
lia"" and though you bow down prone in
the grave and seek a place of repentence
and seek it carefully with tears,you cannot
find 1t

There ia another sin that | place in the
class of irrevocable mistakes, and that 18
lest oppertunities of getting yood. 1 never
come to a Saturday might but that [ can

opportunities of getting good. I never
come to my birthday but that 1 can see
rhat I have wasted many chances of getting
petter. | rever go home on Sabbath from
the discussion of & ruligiulm thema without
feeling that [ might have done it in & more
successiul way. How isit with you? If
you take a certain number of bushels of
wheat and scatier them over a certain
number of acres of land, you expect a
harvest in proportion to the amount of seed
scattered, and | nsk you now, have the
gheaves of moral aod spiritual harvest
corresponded with the advantages given?
How has it been with you? You may make
resolutions for the future, but past oppor-
tunities are gone, In the long procession
of future years all those past moments will
march, but the archangel’s trumphet that
wakens the dead wiil not wake up for you
cne of those privilepes,

Esau gold his birthright, and there is not
wealth enough in the 1reasure hovses of
heaven to buy it back sgain, What does
that mean ? It means thut if you are goiog
to get any sdvantage out of this Sabbath
day, you will have to get it be'ore Lthe hand
wheels around on the clock to 12 to-night.
It means that every moment of our life has

hawk, in circles, but in v siraight line from
eternity 1o ecermity. 1t mesns that,
though other chariots may break down, or
drag heavily, this one pever drops the
brake and never ceases to run. It means

the gospel, sounding the alarm, Beware !
heware ! ** Now is the accepted time ; now
i the day of salvation.” Hear it that
your soul may lhive ! '

— e .

THE GERMAN ARMY.

Wonderful Tralned Dogs—The Most Aris-
tocralic Army in ithe World,

(Germsny's wonderful dogs of war are
again loose,and tunping all over the French
papers. It is reported that when the in-
funtry regiments are engaged in rapid firing
these dogs, loaded with a little satchel
containing cartridges, run aloog the lines
and supply the men with the necessary
ammunition. And when the sack is empty
they return to have it replenished, and go
through the same performance.

They are alao trained to sesk out the
wounded. Some remain close to the pros
trate men, and bark until tbhe ambulance
arrives, (thers run for a guide, ana briog

him to the wounided man ; and apother set
wre trained to pick up portions of the ciothes
generally the cap, which they carry to the
guides, to draw their attention, and then
lead them to the spot where the soldier lies.
At Dresden the other day, on the race
gourse, a company of soldiers was placed at
the northwest corner, which was supposed
to cover the transport of herses, which
tranaport was to be conducted in secret. A
few nonscommissioned officers,accompanied
by trained doga, were sent upon this mis-
sion. The officers advanced about two
kilomeires, and kepr up communication
with the company by means of the dogs,
Notwithstanding the great heat, the dogs
ran over the distance in less than two min-
utes, and one of them pertormed the feat
several Limes in one minute. By this method
the company was able to know

MINUTE FOR MINUTE

the approach of the enemy, and to stop the
transport of the horsss in time to aveid an
attack.

According to the Iatest register of the
Germuan army, it appears thet, notwith-
slanaing ite immense size, 1t is probably
the most aristocratic in the world, Out of
sixty-six Generals of infantry, cavalry,
and artillery, vhere are only two common-
ers, and all the rest are nobles. Out of
seventy-two Lieutenant-Generals, there are
only thirteen ordinary fellows, all the rest
being aristocrats, Qut of 140 Major-
Generals, there are only 35 ordinary mor-
tals, and among 294 Colonels there are
only 8% who do not belong to the arieto-
vracy. So it appears that the high pests
of the German army remain practically in
the hands of the nobles. In the Prussian
army there are forty-nine regiments in
which all the officers, without exception,
are nobles, and there are twenty-one
regiments that, on principle, won’t have
even a Second Lieutenant who 18 nol a
noble. Considering the immense number
of men in the German army, it becomes
protty clear that ngbility is sufficiently
extensive to become a tolerably common
thiog 1a the empire.

For the eatisfaction of the Sorosis and
the rest of the coming women, it should
be stated that among the Colonels there
are eight who are ladies, and they siand

higheat of all. They are the Dowager |

Empress Frederick, Queen Victovia, Prin-

that while at other fensts the cup may be |

pu.:wml L s and we MKy l‘i:jl:ut it, and jt'.t:
after awhile tuke it, the cupbearers to this
feaet mever give us but one chance at
the chalice, and rejecting that, we
shall *tind no place for repentauce,
though we seek it careiully with vears.”
There is one more class ol sins that 1 put
in this eategory of irrevocable sins and that
18 lost opportunities of usefulness. Your
business partner is aproud map. Inordinary
circumstances sny Tto him ** Believe in
Christ,” and he will say, **You mind your
business and I'll mind mine.” But there
bhas been afthetion in the household. His

' heart is tender. He is looking around for
sympathy and solace. Now is your rLime.

Speak, speak, or forever hold your peace.
There is a time in farm life when yon plant
the corn and wien you sow the seed. Lot
that go by and the farmer will wring his
hands while other huabandmen are gather-
ing in the sheaves, You are in a religious
meeting and there is an opportunity for you
to spesk n word for Christ. Yousay ***]
must do 1t.” Your cheek flushes with
embarrassment. You rise half way but
you cower before men whose breath is 1o
their npostrils, and yeu aag back,

land the opportunity is gone ani

all eternity will feel the effects of
yvour gilence, Try to get back that eppor-
tunity. Yoo might as weil try to find the
fleece that Gideon watched, or take in
your hand the dew that came down on the
locks of the Bethelem shepherds,or find the
plume of the first robin that went across
radise. It is gome ; it is gone [orever.

When sn opperturity for personal
repentance or of doing good passes away,
you may hunt for it ; you cannet find it
You may fish for it; it will not take the
hook ; you may dig for it; you cannot
bring it up. Remember that there are
wronge and sins that can never be correct-
ed ; that our privileges fly not in circles,
but in & straight line ; that the lichtnings
have mot as swift feet as our privileges
when they are gone, and let au opportunity
of salvation go- by us an inch, the one
hundredth part of an inch, the millionth
part of an 1nch, and ne man can overtake
it. Fire winged seraphim cannot come up
with it. The eteroal God himself capnot
catch it,

I stand before those who have a glorious
birthright. Esin’s was not so rich as
vours. Sell it once, and you sell it forever.
I remember the story of the lad on the
Arctic #ome yeara ago—the lad Stewart
Holland., A vessel crashed into the Arctic
in the time of n fog, and it was found that
the ship must go down, Some of the pas-
sengers got off in the lifeboats, some Eob
off on ratts, but 300 weot o the bottom.
During all these hours of calamity, Stewart
Heolland stood at the signal guo, znd it
sounded across the sen, boom ! boom ! The
helmeman forsookhis place,and the engineer
wasgone and some fainted and some prayed
and some blasphemed, and the powder was
gone, and they could no more set off the
signal gun. The lad broke in the magazine
snd brought out more powder and again
the gun boomed over the sea. Uh, my
friendd, tossed on the rough seas of life
some have taken the warming, have gone
off 10 the lifeboat, and they are safe, but
others are not making soy attempls to

escape. So I stand st this signal gun of

cess Albert, the Empress KRegent, the
INuchess of Connaught, the Queen of the
Netherlands, and the young Queen of
Holland.

CHINESE HOME RULE.

They Uan Give Folnis o the Kemainder
al the Univerde,

1

i* The home life of the Chinese,” said
William Russell, of Shanghai, ** appears to
be but little understood outside of the limits
of the Flowery Kingdom. The most power-
ful institution in China 18 the family. The
most remarkable attribute of the family 1s
its ability to exercise judicial powers upon
itse members, If & Chinaman commite a
minor offence, the law, as we term it, takes
¢ 0 cognizance of the case. The family takes
upon itseli the punishment of the offender
by flogging or imprisonment, and the com-
pensation of the injured party. It isonly in
the graver offences, such as murder, that
the culpritis handed over to judicial author-
ity. The ability of the Chinese family to

sustain its fendnl prerogative is owilog to
its being parc and parcel of the land ivself.
There are no landlords in China. The
land is the property of the State, and the
occupiers pay & small tax to the former for
the use of 1t. 'T'his tax must be paid whether
the land is cultivated or not ; no family,
therefore, makes itself responsible for more
land than ite members can care for. The
State further reserves the right, where the
occupiers do not do justice to their holdings,
to dispossess them and re-letit. This land
tux ranges trom 12 to 40 cents per acre,and
the sverage size of each holdiLg 18 nine
acres, Apart from this giebe, each family
has the inalienable right to two acres of
land, which is strictly entailed upon the
family, and furnishes the site ui_ the home-
stead. The members of the family who, in
teying their luck in the adjacent ciues, fail
to make a success, have always the ancea-
tral home to fall back upon and the accom-
penying farm 1o work oo and live by. A
poor luw is unknown 1o Chins, sud failure
18 not to be found in the Jexicon of the
lahoring class. Another point which young-
er nations might incorporate m ther code
is the respect paid to the aged in China
The oid prople are psaigned the _h&ut. [O0OmSs
in the family home, and are notinany way
looked upon as worn out or andesirable rela-
tions. Such conditions have obtained for
hundreds of years and suggest the thought
that, wanting as the Chinese have of late
been found n the fighting wrena, as home
rulers they can give points to the remainder
of the universe.”
R —

The Evening Prayer.

Little Pet (on her knees, before retiring)
—Mamma, may | pray for rain?

Mamma—Y-e-s, if you want to; but
why?

l.:f:t.tia Pet—Susie Stuckupp didn’t invite
me to her picoic

lie—*You say they were both wealthy,
and married quietiy ¥ hhllt-;“ Yes, you
see it was simply a jove ailair,
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THE VERY LATEST FROM ALL OVER
THE WORLD.

N —

Interesiing Items About Our @vwn Conn -~
try, Great Britaln, the Uoited States,
and All Parts of the Globe, Condense d
and Asserted for Eany REeading.

CANADA.

Mayor Stewart of Hamilton has gone to
Europe,

Paving companies are squabbling over a
contract in London.

The Merchants” Bank heas imported
2100,000 in gold from New York.

It has becn decided to enlarge the St
Vincent de Paul hospital at Brockville.

Col. Henderson, City Solicitor anl
Treasurer of Belleville, dropped dead in
his office.

The late Mr. W, O. Wykoff of Carlton
Island, left an estate of a million dollsrs,
but no wiil.

Alex. Wilson, a young local preacher of
Chatham, who is charged with a number
of thefts, has lost his reason.

A copy of William Lyon Mackenzie's
history of the rebellion is in possession of
Inspector Swith of Hamilton.

Manitobsa Patrons and Prohibitionista
have passed » motion in favor of the
immediate enfranchisement of women.

The Sir Jokn Macdonald statue for the
city of Kingston has been shipped from
Englaund. It will he unveiled on Labour
Day.

The tinal returns of the second election
for the selection of the county seat of Nip-
issing give North Bay a majority of eight
voles,

Meesrs. Frank Baker and George Barr of
Aultville, bravely rescued a fishing party
whose boat had upset in the St. Lawrence
River.

At Guelph the Norway Iron & Steel
Company's building, in course of erection,
was blown down and three men hurt, Mr.
Tuck was seriously injured.

There is said to be an organized gang of
thieves following Barnum's circus and
operating in farm houses in the country
during the attendsnce of the occupants st
the show.

Mrsa, Prince of Ancasier, who was pick-
ed up on the rondside nearly dead a few
days sgo, ie recovering, but her memory is
a perfect blank, snd she can throw no
light on the mysterious affair.

A Chatham deepatch reporss that =
trunk containing human bones has been
fished out of Mitehell's Bay. The At-
torney-General's department has been
communicated with in regard to the mat-
Lar.

A Beach train stuck on the grade near
the Barton street bridge. Hannlton, and
ihe regular train from the north ran inte
it. Fortunately, the engineer had time to
reduce speed before the collision.

Kingston's National Council of Women
is waging war sgainst the practice of put-
ting :mmoral pictures in cigarette and
tobacco packages for sale ; also against the
time-honored prize chewing gum.

The Canadian trade returns for the past
twelve mouths are now complete, and they
show that the decrease in Canadian imports
and exporte was not nearly as great as
might be expected during the late depres-

slomn .,

GREAT RRITALK,

Lady Lisgar, widow of Baron Lisgar,
who as Sir John Young was GGovernor-
General of Capada from 1865 to 1872, is
dead.

Mr. Henry Irving, Mr. Walter Besant,
and sixtesn others went to Windsor on
Thursday, aud were koighted by the
Queen.

Capt. Whitechurch has been awarded
the Victoria Cross for bravery during the
wiege of Chitral, when, under a galling
fire from Umra Khan's trocps, he fought
his way back to the fort, with Capt Baird,
who was wounded, on hie back.

UNITED STATES.

The War Department of the United
States haa decided to abandon Fort Pem-
bina.

A committee of Cincinnati ocitizens pre-
sented a magoificent silver service to the
U. 8. cruiser Cincinnati

A New York and Brooklyn syndicate
will, it is said erect a twelve-storey iron
hotel on the site of the old Delawars house,
in Albany.

Without any known reason for the act,
Charles A. Kimball, a new York broker,
committed suicide by tarning on the gas in
hia room

Arrangenients are belng made for & con-
vension 1n Pittsburg, Pa., for the study of
.the Bible propnecies in regard to the second
coming ol Christ, :

A Kankakee wan tried to drown = cat
by wading out inte the river and putting it
upder the water, The cat came back, but
the man took cramps aud was drowned.

William Brusseau,the accomplice of Mrs.
Nellie Pope in the murder of Dr, Horace
N. Pope wn Deiroit Inst February, was
sentenced to twenty-five years' imprison-
ment.

Four awarms of bhees have takem pos-
session of the Methodist church in East
San Jose, Cal., and it" 18 estimated that
there are at least 3 pounds of honey
between the outer and inner walls

Inspector De Barry, of Buffalo, has ap-
prehended baif s dozen more Canpadian
plumbers who went to Bu“ale in  response
1o advertisements or selicitations wo fill
vhe places of strikera who relusei to return
to work.

Recorder Goff, »f New ¥York,on Thursday
gentenced Marin Barberi,who mur;iarad her
lover Catalod, to die in the electric chair
during the week beginning Auguet 19, If
this =entence is carried out, she will be the
first woman to undergo the execution by
electricity.

Cermercial summaries from the ageacies
of Messrs. Dun and Bradstreet report the
late favourable business conditiors us being
unexpectedly well maintained for this

now in the midst of what is khown sa the
“holiday season,” trade all round is much
in excess of what it was onhe year ago.
There has been a weakening in the price
of some commodities, but & more than com-
pensating advance in others, and where
there has been no actusl increase quotatiens
are reported as being well maintained.
Among the adverss conditions n;u '[:;ndmr
wheoat pects, shipments gold te
Eurnpa,wﬁ:l favourable United States
Treasury returns, and some rather serious
strikes.

GENERAL,
Black Fiags in Formosa compelled the

Japanese troopa to retreat after a stubborn
battle.

Ex-Prime Minister Stambuloff of Bulgar-
in, was fatally stabbed by assassins who
dogged his steps in Sofia.

There has been serious bread ricting o
the city of Zamora, Spain. Several gen-
darmes were injured, and coe spectator e~
killed.

The New South Wales Parlisment is
considering s bill to restrict not only the
entrance of Chin as at present, but
Japaneee and Kanakhis as well

News has been received in Auckland from
Samon, to the affect that the natived are
again in an unsettled state, prepsriong s big
oconvention to decide en pesbe or war.

A y of five English 1 i

the Getier momatalis W
a guide, were thrown from wpd
all were injured, twe of them dangerously.
It is said that the Ocearica Steamekip
Company, of Sydney, N. 3. W., will seek
colonial aid for the construction of bew
and fast steamers to run o its Hoe t6 San
Francisco. Thers is talk of gusrantesing a
mail service of twenty.eight days frem
Auckland to London.
Baron Adolphe Van Der Smissen, bro-
ther of the famous General Van Der Smis-
sen, of the Belgian army, committed suicide
at Brussels by blowjog out his brains with
s revolver. Another of the General's
brothers committed suicide in June with
the same revolver.

EANEK SUSPENDS PAYMENT.

panque «dn People Hopes te Eesume

Within Ninsty Bays.
A despatch from Montreal says :—There
was intense excitement in Montreal on
Monday night when it was learned that
the Banque du Peuple had suspended pay-
ment. It had been told already in the
press of Canada that the bank was in seri-
ous financial diffioulty owing to the beavy
overdrafts which have been aliowed. Kum-
ors of many big firms being heavily in-
volved have been 80 many and sc waried
that it is excesdingly hard to tell just who
is vo blame. However, after the retirement
two weeks ago of the Manager, Mr. Eous-
quet, it was thought that matters would
be adjusted, but the bank's finances
gradually worked inte such & ser-
ious condition that =& meeting of
the directors was held on Monday
afternoon, when the present condition of
the bank was considered. Acting on the
advice of their | advisers, the directors
decided to close doors of the bank,thus
taking advantage of the clause in the
-Du.nuﬁl.n banking act which sllows & delay
of 90 days. Mr, Jacques Grenier, the
President, though admitting the truth of
the statement just made, declined to say
anything whatever beyond s hope that at
the end of the 90 days the bank will be able
to recommenceitabusinesson a firm footing.
The extent of ite liabilities is entirely
guesswork, and those who are interested in
the bank *“‘outside the directors” must re-
tire in complete ignorance of the real
frace.

—— o

$13,000 BLAZE AT BURLINGTON.

The Ocean House and the Crand Truok
“Station” Wiped Out Ey Fire.

A despatch from Hamilton Beach says :
—About s quarter to five on Wednesday
sfternoon the bartender of the Ocean Hous®
discovered the bar and bowling wlley
building to be on fire. This buildiog s
SBeparate from the main hotel, and the
second story is used a# a ball room. Before
anything could be removed the building
was all ablaze and in 15 minutes was com
pletely destroyed. The wind was blowing

out into the lake, but the fire licked up the
small sheds that intervened between the
bowling alley building and the main part of
the hotel. Burlington's engine arrived
about 5.30, and quickly bad three streams
of water playing on the sdjoining Lakeside
Hotel. No attempt was made to save the
Ocean House, as the fire had eaten half way
through it by this time. In the little
station the telegraph operator stuck to hie
post as long s possible, but was fically
compelled to leave on sccount of the heat.
As the station was small the raillway men
present threw it over and then tippedit
end on end down to the beach.

The burned buildings are the Ocean
House property entire, the G. T. E. station,
with the exception of the little telegraph
office, and s number of refreshm=nt booths,
The Ocean House wae built nearly 25 years
ago and has since then been s familiar land-
mark to everybody who visited Hamilton
by bost. The insursnce on the buildiog
was 513,000, It was owned by the Birely
Estate, sod the hotel was under the man-
agement of Birely Bros. The loss to the
(+. T. R. wili not be heavy, as their station
consisted of s large verandah only.

Forest Fires in British Columbia.

A Despatch from Vietoria, B. C., waye:
—TFierce forest fires are raging at Telegraph
Bay,dour miles from here, and the destruc.
tion of. the WVictoria powder works is
threatened., In the magazine are siored
80,000 pounds of nitro-glycerine, and the
gravest fears are entertaived that the fire

usunlly dull period of the year., Gennerally
the demand keeps up, and more important
still is the steady advance of wages im
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wiil rearh it. The local firemen fought it -
all Sunday night, being rehieved in the
morniog by employes of the works. The
assistance of the firemen was asked again
in the aftermoon. The magazine is a-
wooden building, and it was feared one of
the showers of sparks would set fire 10 it.
been guarded constantly. Probably

sn apempt will be made to remove the
ges in { powder on bargee. If the magazine ex-
several lines of industry. Though we ar¢  Plofles it will do great damuge here,
: {
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