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UNDER A CLOUD

THRILLING TALE OF HUMAN LIFE

CHAPTER XLIX.

A PLACE OF KEST.

*‘f"l,."|,-'|:-|;|I if aver two stran e gentiemen did
Mr.
Brettizon,” said Mre, Brade as she reiuct-

MJ-Lljr' went back to ner '.u-.!_q._-_

live in inns it's Mr. Stratton znd
“Nice stale
their rooms must be in : and bhim onoce sSo
eivil and polite as aw kard and grull as you
1~]|::Ln+.*."

She had some cause for complaint, Bret-
rigson having dismissed her with & request
. uot to talk guite so much.

In spite of the woman's declaration ol

stratton's absence, the old man felt that be

must be there: and after knocking twice, |

sach time with his heart sinking more and
more with dread, he .'.;:-_.r.L-.:ni his ifps Lo Lha
letter box after forcing vpen the apring
Hap.

+ Stratton, if you are-there, for Heaven's
sake open at once ¥ he whispered loudly.

There was & rustiln
holt was =shot back, and Stratton adlmitted

him, afterward taking « letler from the box,

slapcing at it, and thrusting 1t nto his ;

pocketl.

s That woman said you had gome out,”
said Brettison eswerly. ** 1 was alarmed. 1
thought—how is he "

Stration pointed to the chair where the
man lay a3l asleep.

“ Why, bow haggard you look,” said
Brottison excitedly. ** Has there been
anything the matter ™" )

i Nothing much ; onby I have had a
struggle with a madmam who tried to
murder me.”

» My dear boy ¥

v Tr's o fact,” said Stratton. ** I found
him with that piece of rock in his band,and

about to strike e down.™
' He pu:ut-.'l"l Lo the masilve atone l}*ing on
the table, and then said, smiling :
“] was just in vime to save myself.”
ool Heavens ! Was he dangerous for
’ [

longe ™
«+ Wor long J.‘i.h!-'ll[[_:"l. YWe had a short
struggle, and he went down with a crash.
(Une moment hé was tremendously strong;
he next helpiess as o child, and bhe has
been like that ever sinces Our plans must
be ol terad. i
‘N, not now, said Brettison decisively.
#The man has been over excited to-day.
; Your presence seems to have roused up
\ feelings that have been nsleep. I ought oot
to bave left you alone with him. Come, it
is getting late. We have very few;minutes
to spare.”
“I'hen you mesn to go?”
“Yes, |l mean to go. You shall see us to

ba calm encugh with me.”

“ Very well,” said Stratton, * anything
to get hum away from here. If he keeps on
turning violent he mmust be placed under
restraint.” Stratton opened the door,
placed his traveling bag outaide, and came
bacz.
- ¢ \What does that mean " said Brettison,
pointicg to the bag.

w Mine, You do not suppose I shall le
you go alone.™

“* Y gn cannot go now.-~ I have mang
him so lopog aod 1 o&n manage him s

s We shalymiss the train,” said S
quietly; and Sking the man’s arm J

Ii!-"i-»'L:r.‘-'.-H:m with hun ieoland, or aiong

sound directly, the |

the station. 1 have no fear of him; he will-

sondition, Brettison proposed, and Strat-

ton readily agreed, 1o make little eX-
the
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| }ree .1|-I1_.' ri:jn:,-.;!.-_ur_ to & mimd 30 blank.
| rose late, anid wert to bed seon
down,ana the eveninges were lo ool Tor Wik
IrT“ |'}-' stratton aml DBrettison for their
- gquist dinner at the little iop where SLCALLOLN
-; '.‘:.-;I.:.'i‘.l.].. e
| }Il.!i'f, T, :].1-1,: HEL Ooverl Lh'%ir wined |-”--:|
thad cigare, watching Lhe vvondgy skies and
the glorious star-cemmed scn,
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{ TEaLIWinsss Came oval
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P death,
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| It wes & marvel to Strabion as e DolRll-
[ron i

i ed the :-n‘., witd, s e sl rA L, Lghg?
cpon the dusly
he vrondered whol o wild feel so
| well. In fast a sepsation of Annoyance
attacked him, for he felt guilly and faith-
l.t_':_ﬁ-, i [rAailer 1o, _.i_.t- i-l|-|1._ |11:||;|, gLIOve T
| reaume * his old eloak of sadneas, but it
: would not enre *
| * Mzleolin, my i_:.,:;..” suid Brettison one
lf'l.’.';'_: L T lu;“p_'.l [arwW .Tli ol ]"L!.d lniﬁ
upon the young man W AmM, " We are
_ 450 have reat and peace aguin, Mhank
tefiven, you are growing lite your old
gelf.”

*“ Rest and peace with that
| LIli:[',!'r sald Siratton 'hi.’.::ut'-'g .
| “Hah! That will notdo.
| gone back to the old ‘st¥le. Let that be,
\and wait for the future to unroll itseli
The man does not trouble a8, and.scems
hardlv likely to, and we Bave the satisfac-
tivn of knowing that we are working for
someone eise’s peace of mind .o You must
not destroy what it'is thut has given you
the rest you enjry.”

Stratton w4 silent for a few moments,
pnd sat g,ﬁ.;r,jn-,_: ont Lo Hl‘lh,\’i‘hﬂl't: the laaterns
of the passing boat and yacht slowly rose
and fell on the gently heaving sea.

“ And who could help ieeling restful in
such a place as thia? Ewen I, old and worn
out as | am, enjoy the calm, languorous,
atedls over me,
Veory disloyal, my dear boy—un-English to
a degree—but there is something in these
places that one'cannot get at home.”

“‘Yen, I own to it,” said Stratton aitera
pause ; ‘“oze feela s2'o ashore after the
perils of a mental.wreck ; but there are
momen:g ola fellow, when I shrink and
shiver, Yo: it ia as if a wave were noiseleas-
ly approaching te ¢url over and sweep one
back into tha dark waters.”

“Stuff ! that's all past,” said Brettison,
lighting & freah cigor. ‘‘Here weare ina
lovely place, and with only one care—wkich
we depute to a nurse. Let's eat and drink
our fill of the peace that has come to us.”

ié H"“‘..'it' eannot go on, Brettison,” said
Strattongolemn'y. *¢ It must have an end.™

* Vas: an eand comes to ali things, boy.
I ehall die hofore long, but why should 1
sit and brood apon that? Let's thankfully
accept the good with the ill—no, not the
il | he said solemnly : ** death is 2ot an
evil.] It is only made so by man.”.
ut we cannob goon staying hete, sala
aith angray. .
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phuuphnr-l.-!j-'t'llnlﬂ--—-uf.rt.hing more ; but the
tone of their voices !

The old, old story breathed
modulation, and Stratlon sighad 3.}1& drew
silently away among the rocks farther frow
the sea, unnoticed by the pair, who turoe
anid began to retrace their steps toward the
lights he had left behind. :

They were silent now ; but just #s thex
passed him—their figures looking like ont
shadow hetween him and the luminous seu

1he man said softly :

] piten feel as i it were & 80 W be s
hepry when 1 think of them.”

-

in every

§ s,

1 hiey Ir'...-l.-q--.L on, while Stration felt as 1
e Liakal :ﬂuid.:lli}' rl.f"\..'!l.'-'."r"l.!l.l ik [rl.'[:ll.-.‘n'-lh'll:
blow, and he staggered back & step or Lwo
witii hig han:is o his brow,

Guest and Edie there ! Had he q?"lt‘
il ? :

He remained for a few seconds, a8 1
paralyzed, before he could collect ntnael
and follow the figures, which had nDow
pussed oo wnd been swallowed up in the
darkness. A cold perspiration broke cut
apon his fsce, and-he walked on 1w over
wake them—kurriedly now; but by degrees
ng he drew ndwr enongh to mMmeTe Ul thiels
gilent, shadowy figures, se.ming to glide
sver the@oft sand, he grew a little more

ek bl R

him ready to jump at tae conclusion thai
this was HKdie and her lover. He could
not distinguish face or figure in the m_':.i.*il':.liill-,
aml he had only kad the mans voice iu
sugiest the ideu—the woman's was but «

W ISPET, Ti'.t.‘.'}' were }'::lgi-i:-‘ih-. ol coursc ;
| but what of that? It wasa foolish mis-
:L:J[;.- - for 1t was uuurl:-,' impnhunlll:: Lha:
Guest and Edie could be alone there thai

;m._:r-.'l. upon those H-H.:'IJ:'-. ;
i AW the same, he'followed tosee where
thay went, shrinking from going cluser,
now that lie feit less sure, 1 dread lest e
should seem to be acuing the.part of epy
upon two strangers ; while if it wore they
it would be madness Lo speak, 'There was
only cne thing to bedone: warn Brettison,
| apd get their charge awny at onoce.

There before him walked the pair so
alowly wsod leisurely that he had to be
carsiul not to overtake them. They were
nedring the cottage with the open doer,
but tne loud voice he had heard in passing
| was silent now, and the stilluess wus
| oppressive—the beating of his own heart
and the soft whispering *‘whish™ of the|
Hept on the loose sand being all that was
atdikle to his ears. ;

1t now occurred to him that, by a hittl
mansgement, he-would be able to convinee
himaelf. that this was only 3 mad fancy :
for the couple must pass the op=n door,
and if-he struck off a little to his left, sv
as Lo get nearer to the sea, he could hurry
on 'unseen, and get opposite to the door, go
that when they passed the light he would
| have them like silhouettes for a moment or
| two, quite long enough to make out their
| I:.ruﬁlv&&

He set about carrying his plan into
effect, and in a minute or 8o was abreast
of the pair, but they were quite invisible
pow : and, feeling that he had gone 00
far, ag soon as he was opposite to the
lighted deor he begen to advance slowly,
expecting moment by moment tosee the
two figures move into the light ; but they
did not come.

They must pass the door, he felt, for he
sould recall no way up the cliff, the houyse
perched up there being approached by a
broad step-like path from the reugh road-
way leading up the ravine Wwhich came
down to the shore with its stream, beside
which, on either side, many of the cottpges
were built. 7 s =

Still they dil mnot come, but 3Stratton
wauitej petiently, for, lover-like, they
might be hanging back for a few moments
before approaching the light,

At last a dark figure ‘in front of the
doorway was plainly enough seen, and
Stratton leaned forward with eyes dilated,
but only to utter a muoitered interjecticn,
for the figure he saw was andoubtedly
irettison, as be stood there apparently
peering about in the darknesa,

Apnother moment or two, and still no
sign of the figures he sought, and, wonder-
ing whether theycounld have passed through
gome miscalculation on his part, he step-
ped forward quickly to make sure, when
he became wisible to Brettison who joined
him at onge.

“There you are, then, I wis getting
uneasy. One of the fishermen saw you go
along in this direction, and I was begin-
ning to think that 1 must get some of
them to come and help me search for you,”'

“Why ™ said Stratton harshly.

“Bacanse the cosst is dangercus, and
there is always the risk of anyone being
| surrounded by the advancing tide.”
| “*“Tide is going down,” said Stratton
| guiedly. “See anybody pass?’ he con-
| tinued as he debated whether he should
lllii:".tl Brettizon into his coofidence, while
'all the time he kept a sharp look about
him.

“ No, not a.soul. The most solitary
| place seman conld select for a stay.”
| **Is there & way up into the village be-
'-"!..'-:I'HL],_ the 'l'.l}'ltlj..‘:"-’- here ¥' gald Siratton
| qu.etly.
|« Ved, but 1t is only a sort of flight of
umpg_gn&d by the people hers, It wounld
be farther Fll:ll-l-'ld, too. Better keep to the
beach,™ -

i
Ir A he spoke Brettison walked by his
|
|

ﬂii.lﬂ'..ﬂ:hﬂ tpeit to edge him away from the
lighty speaking in qnite » whisper the
| while, as if airaid that their voices might
reach the occupant of the cotlage.

Aund mesnwhile Stratton was still debate
ing within himself ag to whether he should
| tell his dompanion of the startling adven-
 turé he Yad hed., Bat feeling more and

siore that the idea was only colored by his
Limsgination, snd knowing in his heart that
i the old man would smile and point out im-
| possabilivy of such an encounter, he deter-
‘wrined Lo ke silent till the morning—if he
| could not learn anything about any visitors
iwtm might ba staying there.
Twice over as they walked he wus ou the
{ point of spenking, but checked himsell,
and then the A’.‘,‘.iIHII‘{-'I.I.Iﬂi-’}’ wad pone, for
i Brettinon held out his hand.
{  *Good-might, my 'I.-U'r-.,II he satd ; * you
“are tired. There, ro to the ion and have a
good night's rest.” :

0 One moment, Brettizon,” said
" ton, arresting him, * You donot think it
possible that ="

He .-.lullrfuni short : he could not BAY 1L,
The idea wae absurd.

“ Well, think what
Brettigon, smilisg. - .

“Jhat he 18 hikely vo warn dangerous

il have 2o PoRT of

Slrat-

posstble-? ©  aaid

him whatever;” aaid
the old man. *There, don't Adper ; go -
nieht,” : -

Stratton wWenl on to the inn, wishing that
s had spuken Lo Breitvigon, after wil 3 and
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hich would give him a zlew.

Fice minutes devoted to his task
gutheient to satisly him of the hopelessness
of the task, =« he turned to the 1un
agitated, Waar’ ;|.|:|.i1l..t'}-]'1tg to make some
plan a3 1o DR Droceedings &8 SOOT 48 1L Wh
jght.

i The

WL

e heﬁ'sum to himseli Hi:
able to learn. there ; end hali
ire some vehicle and go across
e town, he entéred the door-
ge more, this time with =
e

wnced, he saw at the cnd
an in conversation with
a8 making inquiries
next day. Thenext
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|

minute he turnod Lo qu.'l.u!, and came face

wo face with Gruest.

o (3peat Heavens ! cried the latter |

hoarsely ;-** you or your _|._:hu__r,.r_.h O Mal, |
old man, if it is you how © ald you be so | g PUZILE THAT LOOKS SIMPLE

mad ,

it Mad? Mad | stammered  Stralwen,

L

“Why, a4 to follow me .

w[—] did not know you wore here.”

0k, hang that, 1. [ 1old you in my |
atter.” .t

¥ w ¥

AV hat letoer:

P oree | wrote anid o ushied mto vour
12

viletter"

"15\']1!,'1 wil TR, You had 1L or

Yo

] i L)
|'|r|L'.-_!1.. L Dave S0 here,

.";r.-l:'l."_:.l.lj.J-H h-'..'ui wiillt o hig ODress L4 .'-rnl

vthae next mihats he draw out o solied letier

loubled up into three Irom the pressire of

HY ou wrobe titi.:l- lettor to me Lo tell ma

vioil wereé coming here '.': aald Straiton in
4low, sLrange pecenis,

{)f course I did, snd I tell yon that you
tollowing

It can do no HUEHI = Mir Alark will be

“Myra—Myra here ! gasped Stration as

he reeled agrinst the wall.

¥ T, . .
“hon't make a scene, man,” sand Guest

low whisper. *‘Uf course ; | told:
thie ol |
man insisted upon my coming too,
upmu_-n'l the letter !
o Elg'” H did Strabton 11 & hoarss W ||:|-,_EJ.:|—r
i Then how came you hera ¥ "

¢ | —Heaven only kpnows I said Stratton.
o 1t is beyvond e

Gnest looked ab him curicusly, as if he
doubted his weoerd.

o Wo ornly came to-day.
pince after place : Myra'is soweak and 1L

LYY hy,

Had to atop ab

HSiratton H:'p.n:u-d_

= "[-1'5'-." falid Lopeat 3 1 hat's battler, _"‘-.:|-'._I||r
look here. You and 1 will start off at day-

break for home. [v's hard on me, but j
must be done.”’

“ Yes. | saw you two—on Lhe sands to-

nizht. I was notsure. But tell me where |
are they staying *" -

e Ara little chateaun-like place on the |
oliff : they wot it through a woman they
Lnew at St. Mualo & couple or three years
ago, She was servant there. =he 18 nurse
new to an invalid gentlemun staying st o
cottage just below,”

Stratton stood gazing at his friend as if |
he had been turned Lo atone.

(TO BE CONTINUED.) I

e Bunk of Foronio.

A’ despatch from Torontc says:—C.

Spencer Millichawp, paying teier of the

Rank of Toronto, shot himself dead au 2,30
Saturday afternoon. The tragecy was

enacted within the wires of the teiler’s
cage ot the head office of the bank, Church
and Front astreets. The bank

closed for business at 1 p.m. and tne 1o
clerkeemployed wereengage 1 at their books.
Their tasks werc almost completed wnd
the time was drawing near for closing the
bank, when Hector Read, receiving teller,

who was at work close to Millichamp,
1

had been

heard a sound resembling & mosn or stifled |

groan, Thinking it was vhe cry of a child
ae raised his eyes from his books and was
horrified to see his fellow-teller flourishing
a revolver.

() don't, for God’s sake, don't I shourad
Read ss Millichamp’s purpose Hashed 1o
him. At the same time he rushed for the
cage in which Millichamp stood, in the hope
of intercepting the srm on its mission of
death, Millichamp raised the revolver to
hig head, and as Read reached the cage
door the report rang out and the vietim
fell in & lifeless heap. The ball entered
the head immediately above anll before the

i try 1t and get your friends to try it
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1|i: , by learning
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It is & case of
“ know how ” combined with ** never fail.”
Not ene of five Sandred young men mnd
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SHOT HIMSELF IN THE BANK. |

The vne who can do it i3

ONE AMONG MILLIOXS.

He began just the same as everybody else
how to draw. boet that's
his success ;

of drawing circles; h
them all his life,
(Give any woman a bow

"
}

| A

drawing

makea perfect. '

L.um': arrow, give a man a loaded revolver,

and she or he may sometimes hit the target
znd possibly the centre, but how many
huondred times will they miss the mark.
This frequent failure, mot. only in target
practice, but in everything else, is due to
i the fact that npot one per=on 1n-a thousand
makea ¢ lile .-1151;:::;:‘.}' of one LIIIHI;_..I".-—L!."L'I':
one thing he can do bast,—and keeps right
making a apecialty of it untii he become
perfect.

A PARIS DRESSMAKEE.

There is & woman dressmaker in Paris
who for thirty years has been noted the
world over. Not once in a hundred times
| does she fail to give a perfect fiY, yet this
same wogan made a silk night shirt for her
husband, and—made a failure. It wasn't
learned how to make clothes just as she had
learned how to draw ; yvettiry asshe would,
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her husbhand that would fit, any more thao
she could draw a circie that was perfect.
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and & messenger xent in search of a police
officer. The medical man was the firel to
arrive, but the unfortunate man Was
beyond the reach of his skill.
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