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An Improved Nest-Box,

This improved nest box will close anto-
matically when the hen geta upon her neat,

and will open in the same manner when the
fowl wishes to leave, whereby a setting hen
may ba ?mtrﬂﬁlﬂd from annoyance from

3 or animals prone to annoy hens
while hatching or laying, It cobsists of a
box, A, baving one end halt closed by a
board, B, and provided with a nest-box, C,
affized to a pivoted bottom-board, D,
vibrating on & wire rod or stud, a, having

other fow

its bearings in the side i the box,

nesi-Lox 13 connected by means of links, b
shown in dotted lines, with two levers, E
pivoted to the inner side of the bog,

shown at e _A cross-piece, (i, urites the
ends of the levers, and is provided with
wire rods, d, forminga grating, which from
the weightof the parts in front of the pivors,
¢, falls, leaving the entrance to the box
open. The grate-ruds enter holes in the
strip, H, affixed to the board, B. When
the hen gets upon the nest in the nest-box
her weight canses the long arms of the
levers to be raised (the parts being propor-
toned with that object), which brings the
grate-rods up, thus closing the entrance, I,
and excluding the other fowls or such ani-
mals as are liable to give annoyance to the
setling fowl. When the fowl attempts to
leave the nest she wiil instinctively proceed
toward the lighted entrance, and in so do.
ing her weight will be transferred to the
bottom-hoard, D, in a part of the pivot, a,
Which will cause the grating to fall, and
thus permit her egress. The lid of the
box i3 hinged for the purpose of rendering
the nest-box conveniently accessible to an

person wishing to gather the eggs.
device is more curious than practical.

' Sunlight for Butter.

Among the modern and * improved * ap-
pliances for the dairy there has been no
»  Provision made for the use of sanlight in
. coloring butter. Every farmer’s wife who
has set milk in shailow pans in a dark cellar
when it was too hot or too cold teo set it
above groond knows that the cresm 13 not
as yellow on such milk as on that fully ex-
posed to the light. The direct rays of the
sun would in some cases rtially melt the
cream and give it an old and unpleasant
favor, but light will improve its color al.
most a3 much as it will that of vegetal.s
growth. On this subject, Prot. enry E.
Alward, in Hoard's Dairyman, sys: Divide
any lot of milk from stabled e'ws and put
in cans or crocks in the sam: CreAmer or
nring-house, leaving half clmely covered
= 4 the other IﬂIf ﬂP'E'I.'I nud % ] -.; t.u_hqht_
) Rof the lat-
¥ deep-
4 greater
ing but-
-Ik, ':I'IIE
iappoge
& larger
ealer
egnrf the
is deep-
set and

ade fron
ory

thinga,

To avoid many of these troubles, watch
your pouitry, and the first time you see a
hen moping around or ref using to eat, or
one with feathers rumpled up,or comb look-
ing dark blue at the end, pick her up and
leok fur bugs. Youn willfiad them. Grease her
woll (with an ointment made of lard and
sulphur) under the wings and over the vent
and on the head. Perhaps if you examine
the roosts in the hen-house by taking them
up and looking on the under side wherever
the endsof the roosts rest onjanything, yon
will be astonished to find the numerous little
red lice congregated there. These may be
termed thy chinch of the hen-house,as they
torment the fowls at night and retarn to
their hiding place baiore the fowls leave the
roosts. The rcosts should ba frequently

washed on all sides with coal oil,

Regular Feeding.

The time of year has arrived when farm

horses are worked to their fullest capacity,

Those on the average farm soon run down
in flesh under the continued pressure of

Spring work. This is not so much the re-
sult of work itself as a lack of proper care
and timely attention. A hores is like a man
i many particulars, Says a correspondent,
TEere is scarcely any limit to a man’s cap-
acity for reasonable-labor if he has plenty
of snitable food and drink at the right time
and a good place to ulee?. Jo it is with
horsea.  Give them good food at the right
time. Itis not necessarily heavy feeding,
but a horse must not feel badly, as he wil]
if he is half his time expecting food and
water that dees not come. Let them know
when'to expect it, and never fool them,
and when night comes ghey can get a zood
rest, and the pext day are fresh as a daisy.
Many horses are kept in almos: constant
physical distresa for the want of water
alone. Of course such animals rup down in
flesh. A medium feed of oats and corn, a
good bed, tde animal kept clean, will enabje
him to do & great deal of work and rot Jose
mnch fesh—some even gain under 1t. A
horss enjoys a rubbing as a man does hjs
bath. Itthrives on it

—

Farm Notes.

"lon’t go s~curity for the man who lats
his gate swing on one hinge. -

Filled cheese are as great an abominatiog
and carse to legitimate dairying as is
woleomargarine, :

In these days of close com tition, intelli-
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