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THE CRUISE OF
THE WATER-WITCE.

A Story ot Tbrilling Adventure
on Land and Sea.

CHAPTER 1

THE CASTLE AT DUDLEY.

The village bells at Dudley have just
struck the midnight hour.

It is an English village on the Severn
river, about 30 miles southwest of Bir-
mingham, founded, and one might say
owved, by Lord Dudley. It is a quliet

with little business and never any
bustle. Many of the wealihy manufac-
turers of Birmingham bhave their homes
there, and in the summer time there are
many strangers, although 1t is far from
the sea.

For an hour or more a skiff has been
lying at anchor in the bend ot the river
just above where the northern wall in-
elosing Lord Dudley’s grounds reaches
the bank. There are three walls shut-
ting in the ten acres of ground, while the
river itself anawers for the fourth. The
castle stands in the cemtre of the plot,
and the spaca not covered by it and the
conservatory, stables, etc., is given up to
lawns, wslks, flower beds, fountains and
the like. A graad old place this, though
the 10 acres should have been 20 or JU.

It is 2 starlight June night, with some-
thing of a mist rising from the water.
Had any boatman been passing up or
down he might have rowed withiu 20
feet of the rough and unpainted skiff
without noticing it. He might have
passed within 3 feet of it without seeing
its occupant, who was lying on the broad
of his bazk and watching the faint stars
above him in an absent manver. Ho
seemed on the point of going to sleep
when the three Lells in the different
poetions of the rambling village began to
slowly and solemnly strike the hovr
which marks the birth of a new_day.
Then he sat up and looked about and
whispered to himaself :

¢ That's what I've beeu waiting for,
and here I go | Wish I'd brought along a
partner, though that would have meant a
divide of the swag."

He lifted tha stone by which the beat
had been anchored and let the craft dmit
down past the wall. Then by a careful
use of the paddle he worked inshore un-
til the bow rested on the bank, He was
now within the grounds, but quite a dis
tance from the house. Stepping ashore
he pulled the skiff half its length out of
the water, and for a minute or two stood
peering into the darkness.

¢Losing your nerve, eh !” he muttered,
as a shiver passed over him. ,,It's your
first big job, snd you are a bit timid,
Burglary is a bit different from poach-
ing, but youll get used to it BenJ ohn-
son! Take a drink and brace your

nerves !”
He pulled a bottle from his pocket,

drained it of its contents and tossed it
away. A full pint of liquor had gone
down his throat since 10 o'clock, and but
for the adventure he had on hand he
would have been sleeping the stupid
sleep of intoxication. The effect of the
last drink was to make him desperatoly
reckless—the condition he had hoped for.
Keeping clear of the graveled paths, that
the soand of his footsteps might not be-
tray him, he slowly and cautiously ad-
yanced to the house. Not a light was to
be seen, no’ a sound came to alarm him.
“‘econd story—above the portico—
-three windows,” he whispered to himseli.
One window in her ladyship’s bedroom,
two in her sitting room. She has her
own safe, and it’s in that sitting room.
Kasy to be found lying about some-
whsre—money—ijewels—out agaln and
the wiser. No need of any vio-
lence unless the old gal has the impudence
+0 wake up and discover me. NolI won't
hurt aoybody unless I'm cornerad.
Come now ! Up you go !”
He advanced up the ste ps leading to a

roof. The sills of the two windows were
only two feet above him. Not the slight-
est ray of light had been reflected from
gither, but from his new position he made
a discovery which was impossible from
_ The curtains at the window of her lady.

bedroom were down, but a glim-

mer of light qnpudhnmtbui&emt‘

to him. ‘She was a woman of 60 years of

age, in failing health, snd perhaps she |

ﬂ. =

“So far so good " he whispered when
satisfied that no alarm had been created,
«T'd feel better if 1 had a pal on the
mthbdnr,hutrﬂmtnuﬁrhhnk
out pow. Ouly that window between
me and £5,000 of swag !”

So carefully did he raise the sash that

threw its light around the room. It was
an sp rtment perbaps 80 feet long
ﬂwﬁn,ﬁlhldmrlldini into » hall
ltthihdkmd.mﬂﬂidﬂlﬂth
north side s door which the burglar ab
once decided communicated with her
lsdyship’s bedroom., The man had no
eyes for the elegent surroundings, but
flashed his lantern here and there until
the light fell upon the door of an iron
safe built into the south wall He had
heard of that eale and its contents.
That was the magnet which had drawn
him to the castle that June night—which
had made him turn burglar—which was
tuch;ngﬁthacurmntafhillifﬂ.

In those days no house safe was pro-
tected by a combination. They were
locked or unlocked by a key, and the
lock could be readily attacked by a
burglar’s tools and implementa. Kneel-
ing before the door, the man took a lock
pick from his bag and began work. He
wa3 a bit nervous, but nevertheless he
worked with caution and patience. In-
gide of ten minutes he had shot the bolt,
and he was jest pulling the door open
when a hand was laid on his shoulder.
He had placed the drk Jantern on a chair
behind him, so that the flood of light fell
fall upon the door. It also fell upen
his face and head as he worked.

“ My Ged, Ben Johnston, have you
come to thisi"

It was the voice of » woman., She had
knelt besl ‘e him and uttered the words
before he could obey the impulse to
spring up. The voice was familiar to
him, the face of the woman, half brought
out by the bulleeye, was not strange to
him. No, not the face of a womsn, but
that of a girl not over 18 years old. It
was yery pale as he found it within two
feet of his own, and the big blue eyes
had & look of horror in them as they gazed
into his black ones, He had been so0
suddenly and sc completaly surprised
{hat he was rendered stupid for a minute.

+ Ben ! Ben! Do you know where you
are—what you are doirg 1" whispered the
girl, as she laid a hand on the arm out-
stretched to pull open the door.

¢ Aye, you minx. It's you,isitl" he
growled, as ho drow a breath of relief.
¢t Of course I know what I'm doing. I
could have got along without you had
you been saleep, but as you are here I'll
make use of you. I suppose the old cal
is ssleep in her bed:oom. If she's got
anything worth taking in there, I want
gcu to bring them to me,”

¢ Ben Johnston turned burglar! " gasp-
ed the girl. Ben Johnston here in her
ladyship’s private rooms to rob her. Oh,
Ben, I cannot beawake and in my senses.
You surely haven't become so desperate
all at once.”

‘* Kenp quiet, you fool !” he hissed, as
he drepped his arm to take hold of her
wrist with sayage grip. I told you last
Sunday that nobody would give me a
show and that I intended to do for my-
self, Because I've been man enough to
take what belonged to me I've been sent

Lord Dudley, who has no more right to
wealth than I have, has had me watched
and hounded and marked down for a bad

"

man.
«“Bat you turned poacher, Ben,” she
replied, * and you refused to work like
other young men.”
¢ Poacher ! Aye, that’s the law of the

country as made by these bigwigs. If a
poor man want’s a bit of game now and

what are you doing here 7”

¢¢ Her ladyship is ill to-night, and I1am
sitting up with her. She is asleep just
now, but may wake ab any moment.
Ben, listen to me. Co away. Go the

know that you entered the castle.”

¢ Are you a fool, Mary,” he savagely
exclaimed, * I came for the swag, and
I'll not go without it.” :

oar words, and are to be married in the
fall " she moaned, as she put out both
bands to seize the arm he had extended

sgain.

the haul, I haven's had enough money
the past three months to pay the wedding
fee. Hands off, you idiet.” -

*. Ben, do you love me ?”

¢ Hgsh ! This is no time for nonsense,
Go fetch any stray jewels from the old
gal’s room while I clean out this box.”

“You sha'l not touch it! You shall
go awsy! Go now—at once—or I will

call for help!™ A

and flashed i before her eyes. 5
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Had it been another man in the

of Ben Johusten, the yirl would have
scroamed out at sight of him. She had
hnl:'mmildhnil-litnl.ndl

hﬂmjnnnhmﬁmmﬂnm
lﬂdwidnlrnhthurnﬂdnuthn
heaed s sound. His entrance into the

« Help ! ™ at the
she pulled him
and kicked the
was at once in midnight
& You've spoiled my game,
purlihtnplrlu'it
as he tore her arms

hnmﬂ,ndth room
darkness.
but I'll have
1" shouted the man,
loose and struggled

11
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help. Then the door
to let in a flood of
stood on the

her loud cries for
of the bedrcom
light, and Lady Dudley
threshold t> look in.

“ Oh, my lady,
derer | "' screamed Mary, as
across the room.

% o there you are, and I'll give you
this,” shouted the man, as he sprang after
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it's a robber—a mur-
she dashed
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DAIRYING INDUSTRY.

The Government's Plan for
the Northwest
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Lady Dudley.

The girl dodged past
's length of

Ben stopped short within arm
the invalid, who had as yet uttered no
sound. Rendered furiously desperate by
his defeat. he ralsed the knife as if to
stab her, and probably meaning to do 1t
but while he held his arm poised she
attered a feeble, choking cry, and sank
down in a heap on the floor.
same instant doors were heard opening
and clcsing, footsteps sounded in the hall,
and it was evident that the castle was
aroused. S'anding over the uneonscious
form of Lady Dudley, Ben called to the
girl, whom he could not see :

“1'm going, you hussy, and let me
warn you that if you give me up to the
law I'll have your life and that of every
one of your family.”

Heo was on the roof of the portico as
Lord Dadley burst into the room. He
was safe on the ground and sheltered by
the trees as Dudley arrived at the window
It was ten minutes
before the servants could be aroused to
gearch the grounds, and by that time Ben
Johuston was floating down the Severn
in his skiff. Lady Dudley was dead when
lifted up and placed on the bed—dead
from the shock she had received at sight
of the burglar and his knife. Mary was
s> upset that it was some time before she
could give her account of the affair. At
first she had declared that the man was
anknown to her, actuated by a lingering
spark of love for the man instead of his
wicked threat, but when she learned that
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CONCESSION T0 BUSINESS MEN,
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SERE

Iz evident
sxamined the last bank statement that the

banks are abundantly able to meet any
moneta stringency that «an possibly

Mr. Archie Stewart May 6o On With His
Contract - Canadlan Grapes
Arrived in England lu First-Class
Conditlon —Gencral News
From Oliawa,

L]

Oct, 30.—The Agri-
Commissioner
to farmers
Northwest detailing the mode in which
assistance s to be rendered Lo them
for the promotion ol
Prince Edward Island plan will
pursued In the Northwest. Jolnt stock
es of farmers are to be or-
if they will put up bulldings,
he Government will run the in-
gtitution, charging the farmers a small
amount for expenses.
the creameries will be self-sustalning
in three years.
Controller of Customs
reached a decision regarding blank
forms used by Importers, which will
commeénd Itself to the business com-
munity. Since 1868 a charge of Sc has
been imposed for each set of blank
forms. 'This charge I3 now abolished
customs oflicers
supply them as required for use
making an entry, report or application
witdout charge to the importer. The
does not con-
to furnish these

It will,

Ottawa, Ont,

cultural
a clrcular

dalrying. The

compani

It 1s expected

and looked out.

may herealter

department, however,
slder Itself
blanks gratultously.
tore, be open for Importers to lay In
thelr own stock.

Hon. Mr. Blalr left for New York
yesterday. Before his departure he

ve Instructions that
tewart of this city, one of the con-
tractors for
might resume the masonry work on
his contract. The stone used ls pro-
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oney on call opened at 50

eent., decreased to 30 per cent., and
lent at 50 to 60 per cent.”

JOHN BOYD IS DEAD,

e Would-be Sulclde Succumbs fo the
self-Infiicted Injurics Sustalned

Barrle, Oct. 30.—(Special.)—=John
Boyd, who on Wednesday last at-
tempted to emd his own life by hang-
ing, died last night from causes re-
sulting from his rash act. For a time
it was thought he would récover from
the effects of his folly, but his extreme
age and physical weakness formed a
jetrimental combination too great o
svercome. A large measure of sym-
sathy is expressed for the family,who
wre eminently respectable and feef kecn-
ly the position In which the unfor-

tunate affair han placed them.

MAD JEALOUSY.

Scoft Linton Bhet * Del™ Gray and Her

Paramour amd Then Killed
Bimsell.

ﬂmﬁ,
of lll-fame, who sald to have been his

apd also Willlam Metzper, with

wife,
whom be ca t her. With both lying at

a bullet Into his own
and died almost Immedia . The
Il;lil probably recover, but elzger

cured near Rockland, and before any
of it was quarried was approved by
the departmental
weeks ago,
superintending engineer of the Sou-
Canal, prohibited any further
stone going in on the ground that it
did not come up to specifications, and
there was a streak of iron running
through it. It is now evident
the Minister is well satisfled with the

| stone, inasmuch as the report of Mr.
confirmed by

Lady Dudley was dead, she confessed to
the master that it was her own acknowl-
ged lover who was the midnight in-
She had conversed with him,
she bad restrained his band, she would
have flung herself between him and her,
but she did not know that he menaced
the latter. The girl deserved all praise.
She had been more than loyal.

¢ |t's this way, my lord,” said the
police sergeant who was summoned from
the town station as soon as po:sible.
“The girl is accessory. No doubt of the
pair putting up the job together, but they
were disturbed by her ladyship.
to save herself, the girl cries out for help,
and makes a big ado, thinking the man
can get away without beinx recognizad.”

¢ But she has been in my service for
many years—ever since she was ten yrars
old,” protested Lord Dudley. ‘‘She bas
had charge of her ladyship's jewels for
to the jail and outlawed. This very | L!;;I;?:h?::}eﬁd S

¢ Yes, my lord, but thosa things don't
help her much mnow,” observed the ser-
¢ She is in love with that scanp,
She could not resist his
They were going to make a
big haal and then skip the country fer
America or Australia. It's all as plain as
day to me, sir, and 1 feel it my daty to
lock her up.”

¢« Why did she tell me it was her lover
then, he must risk the jail toget it, But | wken uufmnful had mt or m':rpe::nd
him ? * asked his lordship.

«« Emotion, sir—overcome wiih sudden
emotion on hearing of her ladyship’s
death, and the words came out before
ehe knew wha' she was saying. I'veseen
it in twenty different cases. By to-night
she'll take a JdiFerent tack and declare.
that the man was a perfect stranger.”

engineers,
however,

Behreiber
that of Dr. Dawson, director of the
Geological Survey, who went specially
to Rockland to inspect the quarry.
Mr. Stewart has about 2100 cubic yards
of stone ready at the canal to be lald.
He has been delaved for nearly four
actlon of the super-
intending engineer, and in department-

al clrcles the Impression prevails that
claim for dam-

has beén

months by the

he will have a
ages on account of this delay.
Discussing the question of improved
steamship service between Canada and
England with Mr. John Lowe, the ex-
Deputy Minister of Agriculture, the
was elicited to-day
that Mr. Lowe has recently sent 10 |
England several baskets of grapes
grown Iin this wicinity, Including wva-
rieties of Rogers,
and Burnetts, They were placed in
ordinary cold storage and Mr. John
Ennis, the Liverpool
of the Allan Line,
basket, writes that the fruit arrived
in England in splendid condition, and
just as fresh as if they had been plick-
ed off the vine the day before. The
bloom was still on them and the flavor
experimen

interesting fact

Salems, Lindsays
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ger agent
0 recelved one

Ben Johnston.
arguments.

sturgeon
and eighteeen herring gill
buoys, etc., at the eastern end
Erie, and within a mile of the
Local fishermen
nets are owned by partles In

Way you came, and none but us skall ever
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o} and vigor,
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«« Well, I am very sorry, for we_have
looked upon Macy as the most faithful of
servants. She may have been arguec
into this by that villain, as you say, and
perhape it is best if you lock hier up.”
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Memoral Cards. -

Some handsome lines of memorial carcs
now In stoek at reasomable prices tor ome |
and two dozen lots. Call and examine or

Plaio Speaking.
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Oasterls is put vp in one-sise bottles caly, 1
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EXACT COPY OF WRAFPPER.

_Hurley & Brady.

Gets into grievous trouble because he wil. not
time to tihink a matter over—a little good Sco! ch cautig
- an excellent thing to be infected with, and persom
observation will prove the truth of our statcment evey

time.

H

NY A WOMAN

Having the care and worry of a household on i
mind—with its thousand-and-one troubles, and may |
pinching to make the outgo tally with the income—mn

Thinks he iS “ in the inside ring " with the
houses, but there are always others who
better. It's but the rule of life exemp
over again. We have no particular “cinch " 0
wholesale houses, but we do buy our goods at | ’
enable us to devote particular attention to fan

and we are confident that our customers in the mainget

better quality of goods than they could obtain elsewhe!

lified over and

n e

vl trace

H‘

Think it over at your leisure. We fec! confident
that the housekeeper who gives us her year’s pr-:risiu:’:ﬂ%
to look after will save enough by the transaction to paf
for 2 handsome newdress, at any rate,—perhaps more.

HURLEY & BRADY,

FAMILY GROCERS

—

James Eeilth.

- Highest Market Prices Paid for

g ALSIKE, RED CLOVE:
% and TIMOTRY SEED

, : The Very Best LAWN BBk

. —always on hand.—
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a woman, we say, might have peace of mind and a s
“ nest-egg ” at the year's end by doing a little thinking
over her{grocerybills.
———-—'—
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