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the exact moment when coagulation
Lhu is to drop a bit of burnt match
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rennet antil the stick ceases 10 WOVE,
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illegal. Such a co
to the temperance cause.

Mr. Marter’s bill is not
and intelligent supporters of the
disregardedwithmuch
suspicion as a sham measure designed to |
make political capital. Hon. G. W. Ross
moved an amendment which is a clear and
candid statement of the situation and
way for satisfactory legisla-
tion. It was supported by Mr. Ross in
an able speech, and was adopted by a vote
of 54 to 33—a majority of 21. Three
ministerialists were absent through un-
avoidable reasons. Mr. Meredich and Sir
Oliver Mowat took part in the debate.
Following is the amendment of Mr. Ross:
¢That all the words in the main motion
after the word ‘that’ be struck out, and
that in place thereof be inserted the fol-
lowing words:—The extent of the power,
if any, of the provincial legislature to
enact a prohibitory liquor law is uncertain
and doubtful; that a case involving the
question of whether or not the legislature
has even the limited power of this charac.
ter is now pending before the supreme
court of Canada; that before attempting
to deal with the question of the prohibi-
tion of the liquor traffic the extent of the
jurisdiction of the provincial legislature
should first be ascertained by the author-
the judicial tribunal of last resort
that to deal with this
question of prohibition now, and whilst
the jurisdiction of the legislature 1s s0
doubtful and uncertain, would, in the
opinion of this house, militate against the
best interests of temperance and the
public, and would practically result in an
indiscriminate and unlicensed traffic in
liquor;: that this house has confidence that
the government will without delay take
all necessary and proper sieps to secure
tht judgment of the said judicial tribunal
as to the extent, if any, of the jurisdic-
tion of the provincial legislature to enact
a law for the total or partial prohibition
of the liquor traflic, and when it shall be
adjudged by the said judicial tribunal that
the legislature has any power to enact such
a law this house will be prepared to con-
sider and decide upon any measure in that
behalf which may be brought before it;
that for the reasons aforesaid this house
is of the opinion that the question of the
prohibition of the liquor traffic by the
provincial legislature should not be farther
dealt with during the present session, save
and except to make and enact all necessary
provisions for securing & provincial plebis-
cite on the queation of the prohibition of
the said traflic; and this house accordingly
orders that the said bill be not now read
a second time, but be read a second time
this day six months.
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