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“1E CREAT QUESTION

second Day of the Debate on
the Remedial Bill.

FRENCH MEMBERS TAKE THE FLOOR

Messrs. Geoffrion and Lavergne will
stand by the FPollcy of Thelr Hon-
gred Leader. Mr. Laurier-Sir
Adolphe Caron Speaks on Be-
half of the ClergYy.-

Ottawa, March 4.—(Special.)—Mr.
Edzar resumed the debate on the Re-
medial Bill. He announced his entlre
agreement with Sir Charles Tupper a3
the momentous character of the
question. He feared it might endan-
ger Confederation itself unlesa dealt
with In a spirit of broad stateaman-
ghip and patriotic moderation. He
was afraid Sir Charles Tupper's long
absence from Parliament had led him
t¢ advance many propositions for con-
tradiction which the Opposition NDeEVer
subscribed to. Manitoba, too, had ad-
mitted the right of Parliament to deal
with this guestion,nor did Mr. McCar-
thy, arguing for the Provincilal Gov-
ernment before the Privy Council, de-
that the Roman Catholic grievance
in relation to education existed. The
real question was that the extent of
he grievance ought to be en-
jired into. The Opposition
id not ceny the jurisdiction of
thiz House in the matter of the educa-
lerislative functions and the
Legislature, but a respect Ior

-
[A8

e

ed the Remedial Order an invitation,
not a very drastic name. He quoted La
Cultivateur, and other French papers,
which reported Mr. Laurier In Que-
bee, showing his speeches as reiterat-
ing the declaration that he would re-
establish Separate schools while the
English Liberal papers were altogether
different in tome. Referring to Mr.
Laurier's claim that there should be
an Investigation he asked what betier
evidence could be had on the point
than that of Archbishop Tache and Sir
Donald Smith. Moreover, when th2
proposal was made to secularize the
schools all the Protestant clergy bad
nrotested agalnst it. He considered
Mr. Laurier's reference to the clergy
as most unfortunate. Had the clergy
no rights? They were sgons of the
families of the country and should the
fact that they wore the religious habit
ristraln their trying to lead oOr per-
spade their brothers? T

The only brother he had was a priest
among the blacks In the West Indies.
A short time ago he recelved a letter
from his brother, who asked that the
Canadian flag should be sent him to
plece over the house he had buillt be-
couse he would llke to see the flag of
his native land flying on it. Of such
loyal men were tcll:e fcle;g‘:.r and the
country was proua o them.

Sir Adolphe Caron then said : In 1812,
when our people were under the sorest
temptation to glve up thelr allegiance
to England, because of the promises
held out by the Americans, what course
did the clergy of Canada take ? Even
in that period of 1837, when the senti-
ments of the French race were more
moved than at any other period, when
some of our own people were fighting
for constitutional rights, but ignored
the constitutional way in which those
richtz should have been vindicated,
what course & d the clergy of Canada
take 7 Did rm% we see then the Arch-
hishops and the Bishops publishing
mandamuses all through the couniry
telling their people that their duty was
to remain true to the Crown and to
respect the constituted authority. Why
<hould we not follow such a lead 7 1
dp not wish to be misunderstood, and
[ am not insinuating Mr, Laurier ac-
tacked the clergy—(Opposition hear,
hear)—but carried away in the discus-
cion, he said that he had been attack-
¢d by the clergy.

My contention Is that It Is not the
habit of our clergy to threaten. I know
not what the threat to which he refers
was. If he referred to the letters
which have been published in the news-
papers, I do not sce how that could
he construed into a threat. I speak
here in the presence of men from the
Provinee of Ontario whom I have

I 0t
rovincial rights in general should | known when I was engaged in cam-
j:.r-.t_--.- us how to 1nterp;g'~;~t and exercise | paigns under the leadership of the
gur powers of interference. He con- ereat old leader of the Conservative
tended that the Government itself ad- | party (Sir John A. Macdonald), and
mitted that the only way to apply the nnder the leadership of that other
remedy was through the Provincial | creat man whose loss we deplore (Sir
G nment. The bill was evidence of | John Thompson). I tell these gentle-
shat. Then, as to the best time, there | men that if they can be led to believe
was no doubt that this proposed re- | that the French-Canadian Catholics or
meidy should be appiled only as a last | the French-Canadian clergy are not
resorl. The character of the remedY | as true and as loyal to the Crown of
was o matter of opinion so far, and | England and to the flag of Canada,
should not be determined upon with- | T ask it to be shown to me, because
out enquiry. Nothing prescribed that | T have had every possible opportunity
¢ was 1'arliament’s bounden duty to | of studying their past history and the
act. when and how it was to aci. § history of their present movements
very fow except the Manitoba and | and T am unable to find an Instance in
Northwest members knew anything of | which it can be stated that the clergy of
th. condition of the schools up there, | Canada have been disloyel. (Loud
and it would be as reasonable 1o eX- } cheers.) .
sect Parliament to deal with the lob- Mr, Ceoffrion (Vercheres) opposed
feor fisheries of Nova Scotia withoul | the bill, because he wanted justice
expert  testimeny Or enquirry as to ! jone, but the bill did not do it. Con-
dunt with this guestion without iB= § yrary to all practice at sccond read-
vistleation. 'j'hil'l'l;-:_q.l:ulb' ol il{lﬂ;ﬂ‘s }'I.ﬂ-':-l- ‘nes, when the pr!nﬂiple of the meas-
been spent to investigate the evils f’f ure alone is discussed, he dealt with
Ch . jmmigration and of intemper- 3 'y, details of the bill. The bill would
anes toyal Commission. Contradit- | r.enit in a Catholic being taxed 32,
1oty iatements of facts appeared 1D § whija his Protestant neighbor pald only
every printed record of this school § =5 onte This would mean ineflicient
case. While the case “'“3,.,_;”“&::{;3(\51;? Separate schools
by . a witness, AMI. 1 Tt %
f_l' : {mt.?:“ Roman Catho- Mr. Ouimet interrupted to ask if he
S L Winniper were satisfied with | was aware that these very inefficient
Hes ob B haols and would accept | Schools were being attended in Winni-
;.F~ hoe the priests would not allow | Deg by 44 Protestant pupils; and these
shem. Th Jieputed facts as to the | schools were being kept up by people
Bill of ijzhts nlso required Investiga- who at the same time were payins
vio m ~onelusion. he sald the bill § taxes to Publle schools.
wis an unacceptable and a mistaken Mr. Geoffrion—I was talking about
comnromise, which pleased neither | schools as they will be under the bill,
o il trusted that the Govern- | not as they exist at present. The only
ment would eventually withdraw it. comparison I heard between Protestant
Eir Adolphe Caron deplored the fact | and Separate schools was made by an
thae such a cuestion should have come | hon. gentlemen on the opposite side of
bt Parlinment, because 1t Was g the House (Clarke Wallace). He, I sup-
cansine scitation and turmoil, but the | pose, was educated in a Protestant
ennstitut =hould e maintained at | school; my leader was cducated in a
ail costs. The question at issue Wias | Separate school. I give the House the
g . eonstitutional one and should | comparison. (Laughter.) Continuing, he
e o treated in the House and so Se- | offered as an objection to the bill
r.;l_'::“la--: - :-;lr‘ as i'-l‘l!'-'l':- !.[.a {rom th'E' th'l:' ]‘l':‘D‘i.']SB mﬂ-kll’lg it ﬂﬁtiﬂn{ll f'nr
frritating circamstances accompanying { Catholies to support Separate schools,
it. The judzment of the Privy Council § as the lower rate for Publie school
sstablished that the rights of the ml- | supporters would lead Catholics to
nority had been taken away. It then | support those.
became the Imperative duty on the Alr. Ouimet—No~. no.

part of the Government to take action
under the remedy provided for such

eases by the BLN.A. Act. The Govern-
ment in Jdealing with the question had
avoided evervthing that might inter-
fere with the autonomy of the province,
hialdine that anv other Ccourae
swpuld  have been most unpatri-
a5 IT the Government wans
{ENR farced bt take th{" cCourse
of paseing the Remedial Legislation
it was because after all means had
been exhausted the Manitoba Govern-

found to be still unwilling

MeEnt wWiia

to do richt by the minority. « The Do-
minlon arllament was the natural o=
fendder of the richts of the minority.
If the rights of the Protestant minority
In Quehee were interfered with, he
would fight as earnestly for them as
he o ‘.--“,F;h[ fl;'l[" tlh" (?Ilthlinfﬂ- ot
Manltoba

The Protestanta of Quebee held the
same view on the schoo]l guestion a8
the Catholles did, holding that they
were vitally Intereated in the present
cage, lwcause thelr Interesta depend-
“l on [he same part of the constitu-

tlon ws that under which the Cathollca
now nsked for redresa, If Quebeo
Wished it could ¢take away or seriously
Interfere with the achogls of the Protest-
ant minority, This would not be done,
but ir It was, the minority would have
L seck the same ald that the Catho-
le minority now sought., In dealing
With the questlon at Issue the Gove
ernment had strictly carried out the
Course lald down In 18% by the mo-
tiun proposed by Mr., Elake, and car-
ried unanimously by the House, by
;i:ll"_h‘u.‘h Nuestions of interferencs jn mat-
txru of educatlion should be referred
n-a'-_['thﬂ ecyrts. He quoted the various
q:ma.nf the Manitoba Legislature to
o W that previous to 1890 the school
“¥slem created by that Legislature,
:iﬂd#r :f= constitution, was carried out
E‘nt denominational lines as between
;;;Ii;:lim and Protestants, Throughout
.11-". Istory of the movement for re-
pﬁ;ﬁ:sl the Government first referred all
sl ons and proceedings to the Mani-
- If‘-:wernma-nt. The course was not
h-e-et 1 t-r:wtl-:. The school question had
= before -the country since 1890 :
her‘f-'ﬁfﬁ rﬂ: r:nutid not be charged that
2 Overnment was actin
ew'tlhnul conslderation. S Ry
-t belng 6 o'clock the House rose for

Pedesa,
After recess Sir Adolphe Caron -
tinued the debate on thg Remedmﬁ];

He quoted at Jen
from speech
o Q“nﬂﬂhnﬂgutm:n such 35
n:mT" Holton and others at the time
9f the Inauguration of Confederation
> show that all were agreed that the
#pecial duty of the Federal Parliament
ﬂrg:mtgﬂ 8¢ that the rights of all min-
t shouid be protected. Moreover,

who had most s spoken
for such a proviai % f:
fenting the Pmta?ﬁu:: £, Queb.
s Ing, he compared g:{ ttitude
[ the Conservatives and m
.‘ltjﬂ show that while the Co
]_-:id followed a consistent course
: roughiout, the Liberals had been ut-
,fﬂ:'" incensistent. 8Sir John Thompaon
Government

announpges that the
Would stand by the judgment of the
matter and the

€ourty In the
<©f Sir Mackenzie Bowell, Mr.
Sir Charles Hibbert

Foster, which he m
that thelr duty
<onstitution

Mr Geoffrion t! 'n said he would vote
for the six months' hoist, because It
was the only thing the bill deserved.
He had no faith In the Government,
but thought his own leader was better
able to do justice to the minority. The
bill might please the minority or not;
that should be investigated. It might
be acceptable to some Interegted par-
ties, but he would oppose it.

Col. Amyot (Bellechasse) grew e¢lo-
quent over the freedom and justice
granted by Britain to her colonles and
dirceting himself towapds Mr, McNelll
(Bruce), father of the recent loyalty
resolution, sald it was all very well
to talk about loyalty, but all who were
truly loyal and had any respect for
the Crown would vote to carry out the
terms of tue law signed by the Queen.
(Cheers) He took exception to those
who sald they would not vote for the
bill beeause it was not sufticlent, s
they were refusing perhaps the only
measure of rellef they could ever get
and the only chance of restoring peace
and happinesa in the country. He
thcught Mr. Geoffrion’s remark that
Mr. Laurler wag more able to sottle
the question than the Government wWns
slgniflcant. Was there a communica-
tion between Mr, Laurler and Mr.
Greenway? Did Mr, Laurler lead Mr,
Greenway or Mr. Greenway direct the
pollcy of the Liberals? (Cheers.) 1I
Mr. Laurler had a hold on Mr. Greens-
way and failed to use it to put a stop
to hla infernal conduct whereby con-
sclences are violated he should de-
nounced before all Confederation. It
was a credit to the Conservative party
that justice was about to be -done
through It, through its liberal Protzst-
ant membership, too. (Cheers.) He
regrotted some Conservatives, however,
opposed the bill He referred to Mr.
Maclean, who used hln_newapnper.Tha
World, to create public ﬁph:llrﬂ-ﬂ agalnst
the bill and then sald, *See, _public
opinion is agalnst the measure.” TYet
the hon. member Was of a heart
and broad understanding a erg long
ho believed he would be on the slde of

right and

enfficlent was

that it was drafted after the model
presented by M
fact that Mr.

no Alfference of
X
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terfering

: school system. It was the
but if, at the present
grievances of the every mem-
ber of Parllament would rejolce in it.

Mr. Ives moved the adjournment of
the debate and the House adjourned
at 1.30 am.

London, March 4.—(Special)—The
Grand Orange Lodge of Ontarip West
resumed their dellberations at 9 a.m.
to-day. A large number of delegates
came in yesterday evening and this
morning there are 350 members In at-
tenJance. (Great [nterest was
in the report of the Correspondence
Committee, who had to draft a reply
to the Grand Master's address. AS Was
surmised, they differ In toto with him.
After a protracted debate It was
adopted with but few slight amend-
ments. This is a great victory for the
anti-REemedlalists.

The report is as follows:

“R.W. Sirs and Bros..—Your commit-
tee have carefully pursued and weigh-
ed the finished and elaborate address
of the RW. the G.M., and take this
oportunity to congratulate this Grand
body upon the able way in which that
address has expressed the deep satis-
faction that we all feel in the
energy and noble pride shown by the
splendidly isolated isles beyond the
gea. We feel that in the interests of
the Empire and of Protestantism be-
voud the bounds of Canada we are not
one with the R.W.G.M. of Ontario
West. We also agree with the B.W.G.
M. that all true Orangemen sincerely
desgire to promote the unity of the peo-
ple of Canada, and they must deplore
the introduction of sectarian Iissues,
which destroy national harmony and
prevent the co-operation th%t
should be the distinguishing charactel-
istics of Canadians of all classes and

creeds. .
“We must confess, however, that

that some of the matter contalned in
the address does not to us seem atrictly
pertinent to the character of the as-
sembly address and that in particular
the multitude of details contalning
theories of school work would be llable,
if recommended by this body,
to_be considered an impertinent inter-
ference with the educational machinery
of a province of which we are not

electors.
“We beg further to report that the

portion of the Grand Master's address
which relates to the Manitoba school
question appears to our plain and sim-
ple minds to partake of what, among
lawyers, is.termed special pleading.
To your committee the declaration of
the R.W.G.M. that we, as Orangemen,
are opposed to Separate schools, taken
in connection with the curious context
by which that declaration is gurround-
ed, places the G.M. in an unfortunate
position. We regret thatl the G
should have attempted to make use of
the purely technlical decision of the
Privy Council and should have at-
tempted to lend so much welght to
that catch word, ‘grievance,’ by which
is properly implied no more than the
legal right to be heard in appeal be-
fore the Governor-General-in-Council,

“The merits of the school case were
not on trial before the Privy Council
of England and we feel that the two
hundred thousand British subjects, our
friends and our brethren residing in
Manitoba, ean be trusted to do justice
on the merits,. We regret that the at-
tempt to do so made in the G.M.'s ad-
dress conveys the distinctly false
impression that the Legislature of
Manitoba has refused to render just-
ice to the supposedly injured minority
in that province. On the contrary the
Government of that province declared
their total ignorance, as we declare
our total ignorance, or even the least
real injustice done the Roman Catho-
lic people of Manitoba, and they de-
clared further thel» ezgerness to have
the most ample investigation,
and that whatever Injustice, if any,
might be brought to light by the most
searching investigation, the Legisla-
ture of the province would remedy.

“We regret that the attempt was
also made to compare the most dissl-
milar cases of Quebec and Manitoba,
knowing a5 we do that there are ne
National schools in Quebec, in the
sense that they are in Manitoba,where
the door is alike open to Protestant,
Roman Catholic, and to Mennonite,
with no distinction that should offend
the nicest religious seruples.

“Your committee further beg leave
respectfully to protest that the fol-
lowers of Orange principles, as repre-
sented by this Grand Lodge, do not
meet to be lectured on tolerance and
justice, and that the repeated exhorta-
tions to be tolerant and just, contained
in the G.M.’s address, are at least un-
necessary and poeetively uncompli-
mentary.

“Ysur committee further begs to re-
port that the present danger impending
over Protestant and British interesis
in Canada is soimminent tkat no
word or act should appear in the pro-
ceedings of this Grand Lodge that
could weaken the arm that is realsed
in defence of the National schools in
Manitoba, and that this Grand Lodge
chould express its ungualified repudl-
ation of evxery sentence an dword in
the address which tend to put the
Province of Manitoba in the wrong,
or to justify coerclon by the Federal
Government.

“The sentiments of your commilittee
are well expressed In the following
quotations, taken from an address of
the G.M. Bro, James L. Hughes, de-
livered to this Grand Lodge, assembled

gt Chatham, March 13 18M:

“ ‘We belleve In one national system
of education of all the children of our
Province as the surest way of glv-
ing every child the inestimable ad-
vantages of & thorough education

intellectually and morally,

hyalcally,
Enﬁ the only way by which the chil-

dren of all creeds and classes can
tralned to llve In harmony, reapects

ing each other, recognising each oth-
er's rights

and cementing that mutual
interest that will qualify them for
friendly and sympathetic co-operation
in the up-bullding of thelr - common
country. The men who have to work

gide as citizens of the same

side bY
ghould play shoulder to shoul-
3‘;3“‘3 ys an the ame school
nds.' "

held, as a num e 4 o8
had to leave for home on the night
trains. Notwithstanding the to
the contrary, there was no contest for
the position of Grand \ W
Ing is the result: Grand Master, W.
A. Lockhardt, Alllston; deputy GM,

Hun.lnlmhn- the debate on
the Remedial mm:nm
resentative of the Protestang

of Quebec he had naturally given &
great deal of study to the manner in
which the position wag affected by the
Present question. He gave a resume
?‘Hﬂﬁtﬁlmﬂ.

ﬁmﬂ
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to mﬁh with the Act, |

know, on the other hand, that if this
question is not settled In this House
at this session it becomes a question
in the next general election: and 1if it
ggﬁ. &lﬂﬂ not I:hui:t I:{Euu a2 hundred- '
s danger to fabric -
ﬁl}? of Con |

Does . Laurier want for any poll-
tical purpose to keep this sore ul;n.
thig question unsettled? Is he galning
by it? Does he find his present posi-
tion happy when he has actually to
dragoon some of his followers Into
::pr.ha munhui;rn? ith thlfe Uput i

w = 1
settled? e T
Mr. Laurier.No. |
r. o not think he doea. I
do not think he s wise If he wants
this question kept open. Surely Mr.
‘Greenway can afford a remedy. Mr.
Greenway's Legislature s now con-
Eenud: Mr. Greenway is there; Mr.
reenway can adopt any rem he
thinks justifiable and right md!:rmpﬂr
and can pass it long before we get out
of committee on this bill. The Gov- -
erement of thlg country are not anxi-
Cuf to interfere with this guestion. I
admit with Sir Ollver Mowat that our
irterference should be the last resort;
but we do not think, from anything
we¢ have seen, that elther Mr. Green-
way or Mr. Laurier or the Libheral
party who have been making a foot-
ball of this ql.iestlun for the last five
years are anxious to have it settled
We think the responsibility rests upon
ug to do justice to the minority In
Munitoba who have waited filve years
for justice. (Cheers.) :

We do not propose to make those
people a football of the politiclans for-
arother year or two,and irf Mr. Laur-
ler's policy is further investigation why
did he move the six months’ holst,dur-
ing which there can be no Investiga-
ticn? Why did he not come out with
his own motion based on the opinion
of Sir Oliver Mowat and move for his
commission? Why Indeed? Becaunse
hig irreconcilable supporters in this
House would not vote for It When
the two great parties In Parliament
80 nearly upon this matter as to
regard it as merely a question of when—
whether now or a few weeks or months
hence—we should settle this guastion,
I say It is the duty of all parties to
joiln together and agree upon a set-
tlement of the question. (Cheers.) Mr.
Laurier the other referred to ques- |
tions that have divi us in the past. '
‘What was the result In the case of the
Jesults' Estates Act? The combination *
of wise men on both sides resulted in
limiting the number of those who
united against that bill to 13; and when
it was found that the two
united to gettle the question—to do the
proper thing in regard to it—there was
no excitement in the country and the
whole matter was settled. (Cheers) If
the leader of the Opposition and his
followers would do as thelr consclences
tell them they ought to do and as
many of them are begging permission
to do, that is, joln us In settling this
question—they would find themselves
a great deal more comfortable when
they go home at Easter and we shall
have thlis vexed question removed from
the sphere of current politics. (Loud
cheers.)

Mr. McNeill asked If there was not a
compact between Quebec and Ontarlo
that If Separate schools were granied
to the minority In Ontario Separate
schoolg would be granted to the minor-
lt{din Quebec.
w

r. Ives—I am not aware that there
ever any compact. They were
granted long before Confederation.

Mr. McNeill—Is It not a fact that
whken Sir Alexander Galt proposed
Separate schools for she minority in
Quebec the reply was that if the min-
ority of Ontario received Separate
schools, Separate schools would be

nted to the minority at Quebec?

Sir Adolphe Caron—No; it Ils nobl

Mr. McNelll — 1 have always un- |
derstood that there was something In
the nature of a compact of that kind
I have heurd it stated In thiz House
}md it has never been contradicted be-
ure.

Mr. Cralg sald he had declared each
sesslon that while h% would support
the general poncy of the vernment,
still if remedial legislation was Intro-
duced, he would oppose the measure.
Was the House In honor bound to pass
such legislation? There were no
schools established by law In Mani-

toba previous to the unlon. After the

union Separate schools were instituted

and {n 1890 the same power which cre-
ted them abolished them. The Gov-
rment was bound to hear the a

of the minority but was not obll

to grant the appeal or lssue 4 rem

order. It was thelr duty to consider

all the ciroumstances of the case. If

the Intentlon of the Manitoba Act Was

to prevent the abolition of Scparate
schools why did it not say so? There

was nothl flec The .
n ng to that e i

be if that day came.
Hm-r—whl.t if ¥ou are helping

to get that leader Into power? "

lfl: Cralg—1 would be t

him into power
troduced a
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- ernment’s attitude.

appealed
| Parliament could mnot interfere.but

. pettled thelr schiul quﬂuun?

1
b

of union, had

mised Separate
if this was not
Manitoba Act. the intention was there.
The bill before the House was aocept-
restored the rights
of 1890. He
such justice

the country.
Dr. Sproule made a vigorous attack
on the bill. He regretted he had to
vote agalnst his party. but he owed
it as a duty to the couniry as well
~s the party. In all cases of public
policy the Government held meetiLgs
and othewlse public opinlon,
acted on this opinion How
could the Government Jjustify its
course with respect to the bill or at-
tempt to say that public sentiment fa-
vored its policy? Where was the press
of the country—the Conservative
g any Imporiaopt
papers from the At-
Pacific defended the Gov-
Those which did
could be counted on five fingers.
The Mail and Empire only gave a half-
hearted support, and advanced ineffec-
tual arguments. Where was The To-
ronto World 7 Arrayed against the
bill, and so
papers. Wherever public meetings
were held. what was the expression of
opinion? Unan!mously against the bill.
How had public opinion becn express-

CﬂnlEl"Tl.ﬂ‘lFE
lantic to the

ed in the elections? In North
Ontarlo the candidate did not
dare to say he would sup-

port the bill, but told the electors
they knew the course he had always
taken on such matters, and that he
would follow the same course. Had he
sald he would wvote for the blll he
would have been simply buried.
(Cheers) The Government's oourse
had been repudiated in Cardwell, Mon-
treal Centre and Vercheres. Even Cape
Breton had been won only by Hercul-
can effort. When the Government went
to the country they would get an un-
mistakable wverdict, one which would
show that the Government had hope-
lessly misunderstood public opinion on
the question. (Cheers.)

After recess Dr. Sproule continued
his speech. He agaln asserted that pub-
lic opinion was emphatically against
the policy pursued in the matter by
the Government and sald If the Min-
jstry found thelr friends leaving them
ttey should mnot blame thelr friends
but ves. Parliament should do
everything possible to avoid interfer-
ence with the rights of the Provinces.

Ontario M.

ecnstituencles on the Jesults® Estates
questlon.

be a direct interference with the rights
of the Province. The House was now
asked to stand by a principle &i-
rectly te to the principle
ed then. In all the clvilized countries
the majority ruled and should rule,

the minority

but it was now asked that
The. dlssni.

should be I::ldtfm to rule.

ns at t &
l'illlcé Cﬂ!EfedErlliﬂn Act showed that
while Separate schools in the old Pro-

vicces WwWere
was never contemplated that every

Province that came into the union af-
terwards should have Scparate schools.

(Cheers.)

If after wunion, a Dew Trovince
should have a Separate school sy=lem
it, was that Frovinee

encrafted on

never to Le able to remove LT Once
Separate schools were established must
they exist for ever? (Cheers.) The
Manitoba Act provided for the pro-
tection of the rights held by the min-
ority “by law or practice” previous
to the union, but previous to the
union there was no law establishing
Separate schools and Separatae schools
were not in existence. They had par-
ochial schools and could still have
them. This was the declsion of the
courts and so the school laws of 1830
did not Interfere with any rights the
minority had previous to the union.
They got Separate schools after the
union. The support of the bill was
claimed on constitutional grounds, but
corstitutions were not unchange-
able. They were the only compacts be-
tween men and nations and good only
so long as suitable to the conditions
and the age In which they existed. At
one time a Catholic could not hold
office under the British crown,
that had been »d. The United
States changed its constitution with
res t to slavery.

The dual gystem of sthools Was par-
tieularly undesirable In a Province
like Manitoba, where the settlement
was 80 sparse that It required united
efforts to keep up a single system. Out
of the lists of t school In Manitoba
nine had an attendance of only len
pupils, What would the result be If
such sections were dlvided?

Moreover, the bllc schools gave o
belter secular education and religlous
extrelses In them were simple and not
secular. The tendency throughout the
world was to place the control of
schools entirely In the hands of the
state. In Eu
ing entirel
stete. W
was towards state schools,
be forced to take the wiep

there Was o
grievance did mnot justify the Dbill
What law did not create a grievance 7
Moreover, when the New DBrunswick

school case arose and Sir John Mac-
donald was to, he told them

8

go back to of our pro-
If the minorily a led

Manitoba, the case would be fnally

settled as th: Martime Provinces had

the

;

It was not
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P.'s stood by Quebec,though |
the stand was not popular-in theiri and Sir Oliver Mowal.

They did so because it was | -
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Government in spite of the
made agalnst it. However, the (I
afforded a minimum of justice,
personally he regretted it did not af-
ford more effective relief. He waa
prepared to support the bill whatever
the result would be with respect to his
politica' career.

Mr. Langeller (Liberal) declared the
Remedial blll a mockery and g sham
and would wvote for the six mon

bolst.
Mr. Moncrieff moved the adjourn-
ment of the debate,

The House adjourned at 1215,

wvitawa, March b—(Special)—This s
the nfth anniversary of the last gen-
cral elections, and the Government s
in a worse position than at any Uime
since that aay, and they recelved to-
day some of the severest blows from
Pprominent memberg of thelr own party
in Marllament. Dr, Sproule has been
prominent «nough to be put forward
ror a porifolio in the Cabinet. To-day
he unsparingly denounced the policy of
the Government on the school gues-
tion and warnaed them that they were
about o meet an enraged electorate.
Mr. Cralg, another Conservative, was
almost as emphatic in condemning that
policy and predicting the most dis-
astrous results from it

Mr. Laurier's speech on Tuesday Is
stil the talk of the corridors. Mr.
Cralg unconsciously pald a high tribute
to it in his remarks {n the House this
afternoon, and, moreover, testified by
his admission of want of information
on crucial points to the wisdom of Mr.
Laurier's policy. He sal dhe 4id not
know whether the Manitoba schools
came in confliet with the consclences
of the minority. He was not positdve
as to whether they were FProtestant
schools or pot. If they were, he agreed
with Mr. Laurier that they should not
be imposed on the minority. He beld
the bill to be inadequate and ineffec-
tive as a remedy. Sir Hector Lange-
vin declared that the bill was a com-
plete remedy aid restored the old con-
dition of things. Mr. MecNelll held
that the dissentient schools of Quebec
existed by virtue of a certain agree-
ment of compast with Ontarlo, and as
a guld pro quo for Separate schools
in Ontario.a proposition stoutly denled
by Sir Adolphe Caron. All these dispu-
tations and doubts furnish the strong-
est evidence of the neoessity for an
enquiry into the position of this whole
subject as advooated by Mr, Laurier

Events are rapidly establishing the
statesmanlike character of Mr. Laur-

but whatever doubts may exist in the
minds of some as to this, there are no
two oplnlons as to the character ct
Mr. Laurier's speech. It has never
been excelled and seldom egqualled in
1the Canadian Parliament. For loftl-
ness of tone, breadth of view, patriotic
fervor and courage, it was the speech
of a peneration. A distinguished per-
son remarked at its conclusion that

! ¢t would have been worthy of the Im-

perial Parliament. It was a great
gpeech, both In the manner of its de-
livery and the matter it contained. It
wos courageoug, bold to the point of
rashness from a Quebec point of view,
unegquivecal, and concluded with the
stralght motion for the six months’
holst,. Most significant of all, it evok-
¢d the wildest enthusiasm from thé
Liberal leader's following. They punc-
tuated the speech with cheers, and at
its close they cheered for geveral mo-
ments, and upon the Speaker leaving
the chair a minute or Iwo later at 6
o'clock their enthusiasm broke bounds
again and they cheered loud

lcng. Such a scene has mnot been
witnessed In the House of Com-
mons for mMany Years, and the
enthuslasm used to be mostly on the
other side of the House, Mr. Laur-
jer's opening sentence Was & remark-
able one. It occupked 30 lineés In Han-
but was %0 constructed as WO be
very clear and procecded bY @ r};in:
inflection to a perfect climax. Ncver
before was such a sentence construct-
ed Iin English bi‘: one whose

ton was not
e about it is that his

markable thing
w hole gpeech was merely an amplifica-
It was

tlon of that opening sentence.
delivered In a most ¢loquent manner
and with that dignity ghl.rlctt'riluc_uf
Mr. Laurier, and its conclusion WaR
greeted with loud cheering. The line
taken by the Liberal leader is WVery
cABY 10 understand. He reviewed the
history of Canada since Confederad lon,
and dwelt on the severe strain to which
the country had been subjected oD
various occasions since 1867 on account
of religious and racial agitations and
by reason of infringments on Pro-
vincial rights by coercive Fedoral leg-
jslation. He instanced the
flict over the New Brunswick ech
Act in 1571 and following years ; the
dangerous agitation over the Jesull
estates act in 1880-90, and the agitation
in Ontarlo on accounl of the wvelo
the streams bill in 1582, and the agita-
tion in Manitoba a few ycars later,
which went to the Verge of rebellion
against the attompted coerclon of that
Province In to lts jurisdiction
over rallways. He lald down the doc-
trine that under a free government
the remedy of the minority is to agl-
tate and win over the majority to thelr
way of thinking. To transfer the ques-
tion outside and to the Exeécu-
tive at Ottawa was Lo
Dominion at large the bitterness of
local strife. All these agitations work-
ed groat mischief, and he took It to be
the of statetsmanship to repress
rether than encourage the demon of
discord. He reminded the House that
Manitoba the admitted right
to establish te schools In 1870,
and that it was admitted that in re-
pealing the act establishing those
:&hnﬂi the Province again exercised
undoubted constitutional right
There only then remained the question
ax to whether an appeal to Ottawa
should be allowed, first, on the ground
that the Crown entered into a compact
guaranteeing Separate schools;
that the school act of 1880 wWas repug-
nant to Roman and, third,
that the Public schools were Protestant
righta of con-
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