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THE McGREEVY CASBE.
[From Toronto Mail, March

Possibly the first subject to be dealt with
on the assembling of parliament will be
the accusation brought by Mr. Tarte against
Sir Hector Langevin and Mr. McGreevy.
The theory has been advanced that theearly
dissolution was determined upon in order
that the probing of this matter, unsavoury
as it is in its present shape, might be avoid-
ed. But a dissolution does not remove

from the region of parliamentary enquiry
any administrative act. The liberal par-
jament of 187378 investigated Sir John
Macdonald's secret service disbursements,
and the conservative parliament of 1579
thoroughly overhauled Mr. Mackenzie's
Pacific railway contracts, While, then,
the appeal to the people may have prevent-
ed a popular discussion of the McGreevy
charges during the contest, it has not ren
dered an enquiry by the new parliament
impossible or even undesirable.

member of the house, he is going to move
in the matter on the first opportunity.
What course he will pursue is not officially
indicated ;: but it is hinted that he will
follow the example of Sir Richard Cart
wright in the Rykert case, and invite the
impeachment of the minister of public
works and the condemnation of Mr. Mec-
Greevy on the testimony of the letters he
has in his possession. These missives, as
they stand, unexplained and undefended,
are certainly exceedingly disturbing. They
convey the impression that Mr. McGreevy
was the sleeping partner in a firm having
through the public works department con-

are interpreted to mean that the firm had

special advantages in the department for
securing valuable in formation,and that Mr.

McGreevy, who was the medium through
which the informa'ion was obtained, pro
fited by way of the contracting firm very
materially as a consequence of his for-
tunate position. It has been argued that
Mr. McGreevy could not have exercised his

influence in the department except by the
connivance of the minister, and that if
the minister did assist Mr. McGreevy his
reward took the form of contributions to
election funds, The accusations have been
met by a general denial and by a libel sui
against Mr. Tarte, which suit unfortunate:
ly, though nearly a year old, has not yet
received the earnest attentions of the
courts, To the government the ¢
are of tremendous import, not alone be
cause they are preferred by a conservative,
but because they now concern, seeing that
Sir Hector retains his position in the min
istry and is practically protected by all its
members the cabinet as & whole. In the
ition the case has assumed the princ ple
of collective responsibility unques ionably
I.Epliﬂ- Whrnere personal msconduct 1s
c against a minister the individual
alone bears the brunt of the accusation. 1
was in conformity with this rule that Lord
Henry Lennox withdrew from the Disraeli
ministry in 1876. Lord Lennox's name had
been associated entirely without his
knowledge ﬁr :I;Inl::inehgt. with a Lrnndl Et:llﬁut.
company. He en personally ty
of no offence. Tetmstr?:t is the British
regard for the proprieties in ublic life
hat he had to carry the stain inflicted
upon his honour out of the ecabinet When
official misconduct is charged thg entire
ministry is involved, unless the accused
minister accepts the reagouaihilitf to him-
self w ich he can only do by resigring his
portfolio. At first blush a resignation In
the face of grave charges would look like a
confession uof guilt, but the British practice
does not regard it in that light The Duke
of York. who was charged with the corrupt
salzs of military commissions. resigned and
Erured his innocence. Similarly Lord
llenborough and Mr. Stansfleld stepped
out of the cabine s to which they belonged,
the former for an indiscretion, and the
latter because of a _charge that was not
well founded that their colleagues might
be free from any stain in respec: of the
accusations—untrue in one case—to which
theyﬁha.d to answer, It seems that when
an English minister is accused of gross
wrongs—wrongs for which the other min
jsters are technically and not personally
responsible—he makes it his first duty to
shield the honour o’ his colleagues, af er
which he looks to his own excul n.
Were the English practice followed here,
Sir Hector would now be in the ranks,
instead of at he head of one of the minis
terial columns. If gullty of the ch.uﬁ
brought against him e would after trial
appear{rom the list of privy councillors,and
be for ever degraded ; whereas if innocent,
he would return to his command stronger
and more highly res than ever. From
the point of view of the party. as well as
of the public the retirement of a minister
pending a trial upon charges so serious as
those brought against Sir Hector is the
safe course It is obvious that with the
condemnation of the minister must come
the condemnation of the government. Let
the case be clearly proven then and he
ministerialists in parliament are given the
choice, provided the minister still holds
to his office, of doing violence to their
own conscience and their own sense
of public honour, or of seeing the gov
ernment go under On the other h
should the accused face the music as a
private member the house will only have
to sit in judgment upon the man.

But it is scarcely possible thata proposed
condemnation without trial wil be s-rious
ly entertained. We shall no doubt have,
as mgurdu Sir Hector and wr McGreevy,a
repetition of the procedure in the Rykert
case. [he opposition will press [or an
immediate verdict While this may be
opposed, the government dare not refuse a
commit ee of enguiry. Opposition on the
part of the government to a thorough ven-
tilation of the charges would result in
serious conse=quences Lo the conservative

ty, as it wou'd be regarded by the pub
ﬁ:ru equivalent to an scknowledgment of
guilt. SirJohn Thompson, who represents
he morality of the cabinet promised such

of | 3 committee dnrinfgth& cam , and he
cannot withdraw from his DOW.
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for hnul:ln%.
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in the first part of winter hss

and the irresistable
ty seems to be still

LOGT
not abated any yet,
current of
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connection with Christ chuarch.
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form of colds.
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course proved
table to youag men, the spea
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TERMS, $1.00 PERE YEAR,

officers were elected for the ensuing term:
J. B. Weldon, P.N.G.; E. E. Dillman, N.G.;

W. J. Yeo. V.G.; secretary, S. W. :
- warden, W. Eoach;

then tendering the sympathy of
the lodge to Bro. Fleury of Oakwood 1
After a few speeches lodge closed, all satis
fled evening’s proceedinges.
g —
MANILLA.

Post.]

of The :
Sydney Johnson and

this village,

s of holy wedlock

Rev. W. Fread of

are going to take up

weather, was small

in assuring our Sanderland
thelr attempt in this case
creditable

account of the

to themseles.

il
UMEMEE.

Sanderland. We understand the happy

eaplog

We wish them a long and
CoNCERT.—The concert held here under
the suspices of the Sons of
from Sundcriand,
despite the
The attendanoe,

Temperance

was a declded success,
{nclemency of the weather.
on sccount of the unfav-

We are safe
was highly

of The Post.

wers the lorers,

[Correspondence 1
Sxwow.—We have bad the hewv & & BOOW
fall of the season.
(CoNCERTS are the order of
Good Friday evening th

the day. On

ere wlil be shown
tican views of Canadian sceDery,
river and lake,

bout ceased. Falir-
last Friday night
the vililage lads,

and yells was very snnoy-

ing to the sick and affllcted of the villaxe.
FARMERS®' INSTITUTE.—The -

mesting was poorly attended, the

[

F.
Cobooconk to Sarah Westlake
Who will be the naxt
CONGRATULATIONS.—Mr.
Glichrist oelebrated their
jversary on St. Patrick’s day.
Mr. Arch. McLachlan hes

this week.
H. A. McEinnon of

to call on him?
and Mrs. J. C.

WOODVILLE,
of The

Correspondence 1
ICIPAL.— W e are to have an election
to elect & connclllor

to mark thelr
good deal of

of
of this place.

thirty second

for the last

Ehnmmthaindncumdﬂt.
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She returned home this week.

SALEM—MARIPOSA.
[Correspondence of The Post.]

and, 1 PeRSONAL.—Mr, Nell Sinclalr, we under-

is golog to attend the Lindsay col-
institute to prosecute his studies.
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PAYASLE IN ADVANCE.

——
ﬂﬂﬂﬂi Y
[Correepondence Post.]
BEREAVEMENT. —-W — sympathy

of am effliction oanly to be understood by
mothers and fathers—they had lost thelr
beautiful twin boys, Ray and Roy, three
months old, by death’s cruel band. The

what kind cffices lay in their power, gazed
upon the little white-robed figures long and
earnestly; each iittle face wore an
smi'e that cslied to mind the Master's com-
forting word's “Suffer little children to
come unto Me, for of such is the kingdom
of heaven.”

“We lald our dar babes to rest;
o e D Lome ~ He thoaghit 1t best.”

i
OAK WoOOD.,
(Correspondence of The Po:t.]

A CHanNGE —Mr. Fred York, at Mr,

f:nﬁ"'gh“ u:w?npm‘::mut of sec.
a Eawort ce of
late F. P. Batler. i o

CoxcerT. - Oor brass band is to have a
concert next week in the town kall. FPro-
ceeds in aid of the band fund. Waeit for
it......Mr, James Thorodyke has, at his
own expense, added two costly borns to
the liet of instruments and will allow the
band the use of them, and has s new
instrument for his own u=e also.

LecTURE AND BaskeT SociaL.—The Bev.
G. W. Dewey will delivers lecture eatitled,
“j houese without walle,” unoer
auspices of the Epworth League, on Good
Friday evening, 27th, in the Methodist
church here. After the lecture s basket
social will be held in the basement of the
church. Admission to lecture, 10 cents.
Baxkets wili be sold at 15 centa., Lecture
to commence at 7 30 p.o.

SpeLLING M AaTcH —The publicschools of
Oakwood and L tie Britain tested their
senior ciasses last Friday night from an
orthographical standpoint. Each school
was represected by about thirty pupils. A
full hous= witcessed the contest,
first round slew eeversl oa both sides, but
the next and subs-quent rounds rhowed
that there were some in the ranks p -ssess-
ing & fair amoun: of stamins. At the
close of the contest Oakwood had mno lees
than fourtesn still in the fleld. As old
Easpar says ‘““rwas a famous vietory.”
Not the least interesting festure of the
match was th= spelllng down of the “noble
fourteen.” To do this within s reasponable
time the teacher, Mr. Rennie, who had
select packages of difficait words not
intended to be need in the match, at once
resorted to these. These words were ol
such *“learsed length and thundering
sound” that on being spelied correct'y the
large audlence was quite convinced that
the O.kwood chaps could spell Alter
giving outseveral hupdred “'jaw- breskere”
the fourteen dwindled down to one. The
victorious champtou of the hour was Fred.
Bingham, s boy who =28 & rpeller bas few
equals and no euperlors. Toe receipts at
the door wera glven out a8 pr.zes,
after slnging the oationa! anthem the very
{ateresting meeting was brought tos close.
The following sentenc-s will glve some
ides of the order in which the Oskwood
peplls went down snd also of the words

Those who were | missed

Alice MeLauchlin, not having strengtheced
her fortifications was the the first of the Oak-
wood brigade to come to grief.

Ethel Warrars and Mabel King both fell from
the same pinnacle.

When Woenster usdertock to pose &8 &
minstrel be was knocked out of tune.

Herber. Thorndske's felicily Was rather
anexp~ctedl disiorbed.

Hominy might »uit the taste of a yankee, but
it does nut suit Wiilie Workman.

Kisle Lownsbrough. being of & philosophical
torn of mind, s & practical advocate of the
phopetic eystem of spelling.

Fred. Coad isfood of coguetiing, but not with
“snobesams ”

Minnie Thorndyke i both ingenious and
ingenuous The drifting soow, when taken
near the stove, percolated through the folds of
her apper garments.

Ernest Lunnings was captivaled by the
charms of the blooming Britaio girls.

Ollie Thomas would like to see LWO c's in
essentially.

Normsn Workman made & mistake in his

MeMOoira.
At a certain stage of 1he proceedings Harry

Cuorts's feclings were & '

Herber: Tinpey took reiuxe io sn aperiure,
and therefore disappeared from view.

James Curts was well equipped for the fray
but his scimilar was poorly od.

Bertie F_..u-u'!,-n was all wwm
not artificially. 2

John McLeso filled the high offics of arbiler.

Gordon M«nn paye he Was Dol disagreeables
We do oo think he was.

Stells Rennie's symbols were right but her

wou d not chime.
Jobn Hooper, the volunteer, mismanaged the
of which he had charge.
James Thomas was much more WILLy thao

misanthropic

Fraok Lullman and Alice Watters found
aniline ao-uited to their as'e

Howard Chidley, becoming embarrassed, left

ths ring. :
Lirzie Sheridan and Addle Jeffora do not
think it indispensable to put an “a” In that

word.
WwWill Bingbam, nu;.l':!ngl detestable word,
Maosl is very much opposed to

—The text of ths agreemsnt between
Eagland and Fraoce to arbitrate the New-
Itmuﬂlmﬂdiﬂmlﬂu was made koown in
Fraoce on Monday. All questions of
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