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resented by the word “hundred.” I com-

tinued the same process and came back to
the figure 6, represented by the word
“on.”” The next was 2, repre-
sented by the word “‘cherry.”

I stopped here for a reason and I read
the words I had crossed out and written
| on a separate sheet of paper. Thermn__
-thus: !

‘Got your diamond bracelet back. 1

the waiter in Prevost's restaurant was re-

B wealter wes albAR ™ sasd Do Daln:
court, “whether the lady who accompa-
nied Edward Layton was married, and
whether there were rings upon the fingers

of her ungloved hand."
“Yes, yes,” I cried, “I remember! And

the waiter answered that she wore a ring
of torguoises and diamonds. Of course—
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A VIGTIM OF CIRCUMSTANTIAL
EVIDENGE.

PART THE FIRST,

So absorbed had 1 been In the unravel-
gz of this mystery letter, which ocenpied
me a good hour and a half, that I had lost
gight during the whole of that time of the
two words which had at first enchained
my attention — “diamond bracelet.”
“Peath stares me in the face, send money
instantly,”” had appeared to me so reason-
able a construction to be placed upon the

this very month of September, during
which Eustace RHutland sent his mysteri-
ous communication to his sister Mabel,
one of she most celebrated handicaps of
the year was won by a horse named
Cherry, and that I had two sovereigns on
that very horse. It started at long odds.
I remembered that the bet I made was
two sovereigns to a hundred, and that I
had won what is often called a century
upon the race. 1 was convinced that I
had come to the legitimate end of Eunstace
Rutland’s letter: ‘“‘Got your diamond
bracelet back. ' I won 400 on Cherry.””

This young reprobate, then, was in-
dulging in horse racing. His sister Mabel
had written to him an account of the
scene between herself and her father at
the dinner party. She had given him her
diamond bracelet to extricate him from
some scrape, and he had been luckily ena-
bled, by his investment on the horse
Cherry, to redeem it—most likely from

the pawnbroker—in time for his sister to

exhibit it to her father. So as to be cer-
tain that I had got the proper clew, and

had arrived at the gist of Eustace’s com-
munication, I wrote down the words that

remained, which were:
“Birds — the—the—in—are—the— trees

—runs—rivers—gayly—singing.”’

It was an easy task now for me to ap-
ply the same test to these remaining

of justice. If I prove Edward Layton to
be innocent, no shadow of suspicion can
rest upon Miss Rutland. You must trust
entirely to me. Can you not now under-
gtand why Edward Layton refused to be
defended by a shrewd legal mind? He
wonld not permit a cross examination of
any of the witnesses which would bring
the name of Mabel Rutland before the
publie. To save her honor, to protect her
from scandal and calumny, he is ready to
gacrifice himself. He shall notdoso. 1
will preventit. Your patient is in & state
of delirinm, you tell me. Eh; kmﬁ
rothing of what passes around her,

recognizes no one, she has not heard of the
peril in which Edward Layton stands.
Say that she remains in this state of
ignorance until Edward Layton is sen-
tenced and hanged for a crime which he
did not commit—say, then, that she re-
covers and hears of it—reads of it—why,
she will go mad! It would be impossible
for her to preserve her reasen in circnm-
stances so terrible, There is a clear duty
before us, Dr. Daincourt, and we must
not shrink from it. 1 need not urge upon
vou to use your utmost skill to restore
Mabel Rutland to health, and to the con-
sciousness of what is passing around her.
If before Edward Layton is put again
nupon his trial I do not clear him, I shall
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The longer I considered, the stronger be-

came my doubts; with ‘“‘diamond brace-

** staring me in the face, I felt that I
been following a Will-o'-the-wisp.

1 had asked Dr. Daincourt the date of
dinner party at which Mr. Rutland
detected the absence of the diamond

celet on his daoghter’s arm. That
te was the Sth of September. I exam-
ed the postmark on the envelope of Eus-
e Rutland’s first communication; it
as the 26th of September. Mr. Rutland
laid upon his danghter the injunction

t the diamond bracelet was to be
own to him before the end of the month.
bhat month? September. She had pro-
{uced it in time, and her brother's ms-
sive mmnst have conveyed to her some in-
ormation respecting the missing article

f jewelry. The elation of spirits in which

Barl indulgzed took a flight; I had not dis-

overed the clew.

I set myself again to work. 1 felt now
a man feels who is huanting out a great
ystery or a great criminal, and npon the
ccess of whose endeavor his own safety
pends. It seemed to me as if it were
t so much Edward Layton’s case as my
in which I was engaged. Neverin
e course of my career have I been so in-
rested. I determined to set aside the
rds, “‘Death stares me in the face, send
ney instantly,”” and to search, in the
ords that remained, for the true mean-
gof Eustace Rutland’s first communi-
tion. I copied them in the order in
hich they were arranged, and they ran

follows:
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I counted the number of words; there

re dwenty-two. Now, was the true
ding of the communication contained
the whole of these twenty-two words,
in only a portion of them, and if in only
portion, in what portion? In how many
rds? There lay the difficunlty. The
“diamond brzcelet’ gave me a dis-

¢t satisfaction, but there were other
rds which I could not by any exercise
ingenuity connect them with, such as
irds'” — “‘trees’” — “river”’ —‘‘gayly’’—
herry”—*singing.”” Undoubtedly the
mmunication was a serions one, and
words seemed to be inimieal to all

s of serionsness. How to select. What
select? How to arrange the mystery?
t was the notation? Ah, the notation!
had discovered the notation of the sen-
ce I had set aside for the time. What
the same notation would lead me to the
w I was in search of? The arrange-
of the ficures from 1 to 9 was arbi-
ted by the first letter in the alphabet,
I would try whether that arrangement
uld aiford any satisfaction in the
nty-iwo words that remained. It
be an affectation of vanity on my

if I say that this idea occurred to me
tly. It did not doso. It was only
long and concentrated attention and
ideration that it came to me, and
I set it immediately into practical

It ended with the word “got.”
r out the word “got” and placing
a separate sheet of paper I pro-
The second figure in the sentence
discarded was 2. I counted two
the word “got” asnd arrived

,and I was on the track of suc-
- “Got your diamond bracelet.” The
Ang was 9. I counted on nine

came to the word “back.” “Got your * doctors™*

which the person engaged with him in
the mystery letter could be guided. X
counted the words in each sentence. The
words in the first sentence were nine—the
nine of hearts. The number of words in
the second sentence was eleven. The
number of words in the third sentence

was eleven. After the alphabetical letter
A in the framework I saw the figure 11,
and I was satisfied, the last eleven words
being meaningiess, that it was the second
sentence of eleven words, referring to the
diamond bracelet and to his winning on
Cherry, that Euostace wished his sister
Mabal to understand. At the same time
I wos satisfied in my own mind
without the nine of hearts to guide him,
aman migcht spend days over the crypto-
graph without arriving at the correct
solution.

1 had taken no count of the passing
time. Engrossed and absorbed in my oc-
cupation, I was surprised, when it had
reached what I believed to be a successful
termination, to find that it was nearly six

o'clock in the morning. _
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Dr. Daincourt called while I was dress-
ingz, after a few hours’ sleep. I am not
usnally a dreamer, but I had a dream so
strange that I awoke with the memory of
it in my mind. It was of hands—ladies’
hands—every finger of which was covered
with rings. Holding the theory, as I have
already explained that the imagination
during sleep is not creative, but invari-
ably works upon a foundation of fact, I
was endeavoring to trace the connection
between my singular dream and some oc-
currence or circumstance within my
knowledge, when Dr. Daincourt entered.

“Well,”” were his first words, ‘‘have
yvou made anything of the letters which I
left with you last nights"

“] was employed only upon one,” I
said, ““which kept me up until 6 o’clock
this morning. I don’t begrudge the time
or the labor, becanse I have discovered the
clew to Master Eustace Rutland’s com-
munications to his sister.”

“That means,’ said Dr. Daincourt, ex-
citedly, ‘‘that you have discovered the
mystery of the ‘nine of Qearts.” ™

“In so far,” I replied, “‘as respects the
playing cards found in Miss Rutland’s
desk—yes, I have discovered that part of
the mystery; but I have not yet dis-
covered the mystery of the particular
nine of hearts which was found in the
pocket of Edward Layton’s ulster.”

I showed Dr. Daincourt the result of
my labors on the previous night, and he
was delighted and very much interested,
but presently his face became clouded.

“I am still disturbed,’’ he said, ‘‘by the
dread that the task you are engaged upon
may bring Miss Rutland into serious
trouble.*’

“I hope not,”” was my rejoirder to the
remark, “but I shall not allow considera-
tions of any kind to stop me. Edward
Layton is an innocent man, and I intend
to prove him so.™

“If he is innocent,” said Dr. Dainconrt,
“then Miss Rutland must also be inno-
cent.’?

“Tndoubtedly,” I said, ‘“with a cheer-
ful smile, which did much to renssure the
worthy doctor.

““‘Have you opened the two sealed let-
ters,” asked Dr. Daincourt, ‘‘which I
brought from Mrs. Rutland’s house?”’

“No,"” I replied. *“I have devoted my-
self only to the first of the opened letters
found in Miss Rutland’s desk. I shall
proceed immediately with the second, and
then I shall feel myself warranted in open-
ing and reading the letters which arrived
for Miss Rutland during her illness. By
the way, doctor, I have had a singular
dream, and upon your entrance I was en-
deavoring to track it. It was a dream of
ladies” hands, covered with rings.

“Any bodies attached to the hands?” in-
quired Dr. Daincourt, jocosely.

“No; simply hands. They seemed to
pass before my vision, and to rise up
unexpected places—pretty shapely hands.
But it was not so much the hands that
struck me as being singular as the fact
that they were ﬁﬁvued with rings of one

B

upon the shapely fingers, and there was
not one that was not set with diamonds

and turquoises. .
A light came into Dr. Daincourt’s face.
“And you mean to tell me that you can't
discover the connection?®"’
“No; I can't for the life of me discover

ﬂ.if‘ :
“That m" said Dr. M’

“‘how easy it is for a man engaged upon a
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1 are as plain as the noonday sun.”
facts I overlooked,
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¢You mean that she may die soon?”’
A ¥es M

“But not suddenly?’ I asked, in alarm.

T think not suddenly.”

¢Still,’* I said, *““there is a chance of
her being restored to health??

“Yes, there is a chance of i&."?

¢If the worze happens,’ I said, “is it
Yikely that she would recover conscious-
ness before her death®’

It is almost certain that she would. ™’

é“Then it would be necessary,” I said,
“to take her dying deposition. Doctor, it
is my firm conviction that the man and
the woman who entered Edward Layton’s
house after midnicht om the 25th of
March were not Edward Layton and Ma-
bel Rutland.*

“‘But the coachman drove them home!"
exclaimed Dr. Daincourt.

S0 he said.”?

“And took them from Prevost's Restau-
rant.”?

“So he said. Recall that part of the
coachman’s evidence bearing upon it. He
says that Edward Layton, accompanied
by a lady, issued from the restaurant at
11:55; that Layton appeared excited.
which he, the coachman, attributed to the
fact of his having taken too much wine;
To rebut this we have the evidence of the
waiter, who declared that Layton simply
tasted the wine that was ordered. He
could not have drunk half a glass. The
man and the woman came from the restan-
rant, jumped quickly into the carriage,
and but one word, ‘Home!” was uttered in
a thick voice. Now, Layton, in his ridicu-
lously weak cross examination, put two
guestions to the witness. ‘Did it occur
to you,' he asked, ‘or does it occur to you
now, that the voice which uttered that
word was not my voice? The witness re-
plied that it had not occured to him.
Then Layton said, ‘You are certain that
it was my voice” And the witness re-
plied, ‘Yes, sir.” To me, these two ques-
tions put by Layton are convincing proof

that it was not he who entered the car- -

riage from Prevost’s restaurant.”

““But he wore his ulster,’” said Dr.
Daincourt.

‘‘Here, again,” I said, ‘‘we have evi-
dence which, to my mind, is favorable,
The waiter testifies that when Layton en-
tered the room in which the supper was
ordered he took off his ulster and hung it
on a peg in the wall, at some distance
from the table at which he sat. More-
over, he sat with his back to the coat.
Layton, in his cross examination, asked
the waiter, ‘Did I put the overcoat on be-
fore I left the room? The waiter replied,
‘Yes.” The judge interrupted with the
rebuke, ‘You have said in examination
that you did not see the prisoner and his
companion leave the room.” And the wis-
ness replied, ‘But when I returned, after
being away for three or four minutes,
monsieur was gone and the coat was also
gome.’ The prisoner put his last guestion
to the waiter, ‘You did not see me put on
the overcoat?” And the witness answered,
‘No.” Doctor, I see light. Bring me
news of the ring set with turquoises and
diamonds. I shall be at home the whole
of the evening.™

After Dr. Daincourt’s departure I made
& hurried breakfast, went through my
correspondence and resumed my task of
examining Eustace Rutland’s letters to
his sister. The second opened communi-
cation was exactly of the same shape and
form as the first which I had deciphered.
I give here an exact copy of it:
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ner—o'clock—nine—Tuesday. "’ i . :
Arranging these words according to the fﬂp? of"Wwhich L8100 appens:
new notation of figures, they formed this | © 11 § 2 J 1 A 7 N 13
sentence: o -
“At corner of Chester street Tuesday
night nine o’clock.” % dress
“‘Now, ' thought I, ‘“this may have been K. on wh: 1o £
an appointment.*’ - - N =
If so—and nothing was more likely—I | ™ I ook - e 5 &
could derive no assistance from it. It = ’ ==
conveyed no information, and contained ' =
nothing which would assist me in my in- | e awful i e
quiries. It was very likely that I should | * =
light upon something further, and I pro- innocent laid to that guilty -
ceeded with my task. The fignre im- | * @
mediately following the alphabetic letter -
A was 12, which meant, if I wereon the | § find do  against you X
r]iﬂ:t. track, that the second sentence g:;! g
this communication was composed
twelve words, I followed the same pro- ot charge em not desert 5
cess I had previously employed, and the | B =
twelve words formed themselves thus: ™ old swear may = where
“Awfully hard up ida is an angel I.love et
her to distraction.” > °
S0 as to finish this communication, I
unravelled the lastten wordsand found |® & £T 4 & M ST I 7 4
them to be: I will simply say that the notation was
“I willdo all inmy power yours till | 7,1, 9, 5,6, 3, 4, 8, 2, and that the words
death.” resolved themselves into the following:
This I set aside as being intended to “You know where to find me. The old
convey no meaning. The first sentence, | address.”
making an appointment at the corner of “An awful charge may be laid against.
Chester street, was, whether correct or | me. I am not guilty.”
not, of little im . I concentrated “Doc not desert me. Iswear that I am:
my attention upon the second sentence of | innocent.™ .
twelve words: “Awfully hard up ida is | I decided that the whole of this was

an angel I love her to distraction.” *. intended to be conveyed to Mabel Rut-
S0 the young scamp was hard up again | land’s understanding, and that in the last
and Eknew that his sister would respond | of Eustace’s communications to his sister
to his appeal. And he was in love, too, | there was not one idle word.
and ida was an angel. Ida, of course, ““An awful charge may be laid against
was a capital L. ‘me.’”” That charge, nndoubtedly, was
I jumped to myfeetasif I had been | the murder of Mrs. Layton. “Iam not i
shot. Ida! What was the name of Mrs. | guilty. I swear that I am innocent.”
Layton's maid, whohad given such damn- | But all guilty men are ready to swear

ing evidence against the man I meant to | that they are innocent.
set free? Ida White! was to be Jost in setting my agents to

Not a common name. An unusuaione | work to discover Eustace Rutland’s
I walked about the room in a state of | address, as well as the address of Ida
great excitement. Ida White, the angel, | White. I quickly opened the letter which
and Eustace Rutland, the scamp. But | Edward Layton had written in prison
the woman must be at least eight or ten | to Mabel Rutland, and which I had
¥years older than Eustace. What mat- | posted. It was very short, to the follow-
tered that? All the more likely her hold | ing effect:
upon him. Young fools frequently fall in “DEAR Miss RUTLAND,—AIl is well.
love with women much older than them- | Have no fear. Do not write to me until
selves, and when the women get the | you hear from me again. Believe me,
chance they don’t let the youngsters es- | faithfully yours, EDWARD LAYTON.”
cape easily. Yes, opposite to each other Thus it was that he endeavored to keep
stood two men—one & worthless ne’er do | from the woman he loved the true knowl-
well, the other a martyr! Opposite to | edge of the peril in which he stood. To
X : save her good name ke was ready to go
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each other stood two women—one a
scheming woman of the world, the other cheerfully to his death. The Canadian Post.
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two of my confidential agents.. My in-
structions to them were to employ them-
selves immediately in discovering where
Ida White, the ipaid who had given evi-
dence against her master at the trial, was
living, and having found it, not to lose
sight of her for a single moment, but to
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note of her proceedings and movements, .
wever trivial they might be. These tel- | When Babz was sick, we gave her Castoria. work executed MW . and
egrams being dispatched I returned to my | wWhen shewasa Child, she cried for Castoria. l'ﬂﬂ“ﬂuﬂm “m m. M
task. ! e clung to Castocia. | ANV0 Estimates sent on
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ving?” when he fell down and died of

apoplexy.

—A man arrested In Tipperary the other
m ll:hl.l',gﬂd with m, carryl '
was found Lo have concealed npnnngh“::-
son & fuse a foor long fllled with gun-
powder,

— tches from (Greece say an aval-
anche rolied down upon the town of Atha
w—ﬂl. tTirantrﬂru min B Were Elr:mad

an weare iojared.
dum J lghty
—Millionaire Mackay created s sensa-
mﬂugﬂ.kmmﬁgsm Fn% :
on y down C. W.
Baoyioge, hie confidential agent, who, he
saye, played him false,

—The annual report of the New York
state assessors says the farme in the state
are constant!y depreciating in value, sales
are infrequent, and the mortages are fre-
quently to the foll value of the farms. J

—Eiijah Essman of the 4th con. of War-
wick, nesr Strathroy, feli from a ladder on | |
Thuredsy last while fixing an eavetrough | hy
on his barn and was instantly killed, hav- tk
ing struck the stone bridge in front of the
door. a

—The colonies of Australia have asked | ™
the home government to accord them the | h

vileze possessed by Canada of negotiat | g

commercial treaties with forelzo coun- | g
[ 4.
o
a
b
r
0

#riea under the sanction of the forsigo
office.

—Charlotte Scott, *he colored woman
who contributed the first five dollars pald |
toward a mooument for Abraham Lincoln
fn Washington, and whoese name is on
thet account inscribed in bronze oo the | be
base of it, died last Saturday. b

—The British government has refused | ¥
£o restore to their native country the ban. | B
ished Zalus who are now in S:. Helens, on | Pl
the ground that the repatriation of these | ©0
chiefs would disturb the satisfactory rela- | ik
tions between the government and the
Zulus.

—The United States secretary of sgricul-
ture has 1ssued an order directing that all Eﬂ
lve stock from Canada shal: be 1a-p-cted Dif
and %lrllllntd at Lockport instead of " g
East Buffalo, the better to carry out the s
act to preveat the iotroduction of contag- thi

smong cattle. thi
—An attempt was made on Saturday to | My
@stablish a republic 10 Portugsl. Ino Opor- | an

to two regiments revolted and eeizasd the | for
Hotel de Ville, but were quickly brought | :he
%0 time by the royal troops, who besieged | beg

There were some lives lost before | arg

them,
the insurgents surrendered. pol

—d4 chief of the Dakota Indians, narrat- | Ust
Ing the arievances of his people, recently | ele
mald: “You gave us beel every twelve | Wal

That was good; but now one be-f | bur
for eighteen sleeps for thirty people | the

snd our children starve.” This is queeriy | roo

E.l.. but it tells the tales of Indian wrongs | Cler
a forcible manner, w hi

—The body of Robert Wilson, s South | T
Dumfries » Was found the other dey E“
in the cistern in bis own house, and it | =€
Was supposed that be had committed sui- | AifT
cide. ttances attending the case,
however, have csused suspicion, snd the s
coroner's jury ordered-that the viscers be | b .
sent to Toronto ror analysis. | 1ata

—S5ix Chinemen snd two white men were | - p,
&rfested io Buffalo on Wednesdey pight, |

ed with viclation of the Chinese ex- | |

act. Oaoe of the white men, James
A. Miiler, 18 believed to mansge the Can- |
Sdian end of an underground ralirosd that | ».re

Bas been carrying Chinamen into the Yer

Ugited States by the wholesale of Iste. | M.
—Mr. St. Plerre,
other morniog {n the Montreal police court, |

Waa calied & liar by a prisoner whom he | .j.ri

Was prosecuting. He appealed to th

Sourt, and 0o the Judge teiling him he had | 2o
BUIE be would thes Bamss Br. 5. Plerre | pony
®self, and struck the prisoner

—Jt s announced

in the face. io 1
by the physiciaos | Mc

and Picq of rhe Naotes facoity, #bo | mert

Teoently injocted 15 mes of "
Biood 10110 the thighe -

in the case of bo'h patients there has been
8D abatemeut of the fever. Oae nt::lam.

& woman, whose temp-rature pclor to the et

injeciion was 102, shows & decline of two

;
:
'

41

g

—A cable from Warsaw saye: There are |
Famors current o Polish circ'es |
: ﬂ“ nibilists

13 b ot the anniversary of the |
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QC., who appesred the | of C

vé& to prot:ct him- Mic D

two patients, that | ing o

¢



