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Bronchitis

““I have kept Ayer’s Cherry Pec-
toral in my house for a great many
years. Itis the best medicine in

the world for coughs and colds.”
d. C. Williams, Attica, N. Y.

All serious lung
troubles begin with a
tickling in the throat.
You can stop this at first
in a single night with
Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral.
Use it also for bronchitis,
consumption, hard colds,
and for coughs of all kinds.

S0, Just right for Bromehitis, noare

oald;
néda, hard salds, ete.: Jl, most economieal

for ¢hrenle casas and to keep on hand.
4. C. ATER CO., all, Mass.

New Year's
on the
Old Plantation

HEISTMAS was never celebrat- |
ed to any great extent in the |
south back In the good old
days “befoh de wabh.” New

Jear’s day took its place among the

masters, and the prolonged, rollicking |

*co’n shuckin’ ” supplied the slaves of |

Kentucky and Missouri especially with

all the jollity they desired. It was an

fmstitution peculiar to the south, pecul-
far not in being confined to those sec-
tlons, but peculiar in the manner in
which it was conducted, for husking |
bees have been known in New England

since the mind of man remembers and |

Indian corn has been gathered.

When a “co’'n shuckin’” was decid-
ol upon notices were sent out to the |
slaves of all adjoining plantations stat- |

3

ing that on a certain night Judge S |.

or Bquire B. would give a corn shuck-
fag of so many thousand bushels and
that all colored people, male and fe-
male, were invited to attend. Great
preparations were made by “ole mas |
sa” and “ole missus” for this event
feoy, while they expected a good night's
work in the shape of wagon loads of |
yellow corn, pleasure was to be the |
main part of the programme.

Bupper was always previded on a
Jarge scale and generally consisted of
two or three roasted pigs, turkeys and
shickens, with side dishes of vege-
fables, in equal proportion. Bushels
of sweet potatoes were baked, boiled |
aad fried, and bundreds of rich, golden
pumpkin ples were turned out of the
evens, donme to a mouth watering
browa.

A band of musicians was engaged,
for no “co’n shuckin’” would be com-
Pplete without it. On those nights ne-
groes worked not happily save to the
twanging of the banjo and wailing of
the fiddle.

A corn shucking always lasted three
mights continuounsly on one plantation,
and then the negroes moved on to the
nexi, where three more were devoted |
to the corn of the owner, and so on
mntil all the maize of the neighborhood
had beea husked.

About twilizht the darkies began to
arrive from all over the country, the |
“boys” eclad in their suits of jeans,
with fthat pride of the darky’s heart,
his “long tailed clawhammer blue.”
Every pegro who made pretensions to |

being “anybody” possessed one in more |

Biacksmith’s _
Backache.

Swinging
heavy ham-
mers, fre-
quent stoop-
ingover shoe-
ing horses,
getting a
wrench once
in awhile
from a refrac-
tory horse,
bending at all
sorts of odd
Jobs that the
average blacksmith does—any won-
der that in time the strongest man

begins to find his back pive out and
bis kidneys trouble him.

@The progress of medical science
hus produced nothing that is a
greater boon to the blacksmiths
throughout this eountry than Dr.
Piteher’s Backache Kidney Tablets.
They get at the origin of the back-
ache in the kidneys and maks a
thorough and radical cure.
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THE NEGREOES WOREKEED HAFPFILY TO THE
MUBIO OF BANJO AND FIDDLE,

woolsey frocks, with their heads tled
up In flaming red bandanna handker-

" ehiefs, the redder the better, and with

& white bandkerchlef crossed upon

. their breasts.

They came in groups, and each party
of huskers from a neighboring planta-
Hion was announced long before it ar-

rived by the well known tunes preva-

lent in those days floating down the
road and over the fields as the happy

" boys and women hastened to the gath-

ering. A favorite tune was this;

Yes, we's gwine to de shuckin’,
Yes, we's gwine to de shuckin’,
We's gwine to de shuckin’ of de co'n,
An' we'll be dar in de mo'nin’,
An’ we'll be dar in de mo’nin’,
We'll be dar in de mo'nin’, shuah as
¥yo's bo'n.

A8 soon as the farkles were all a8 | cocs s o s thoughts at this New

sembled the oldest slave present went
to “ole massa” and begged a piece of
silver money. This was always ex-
pected, and a plantation owner would

- as soon have thought of having a

“shuckin’” without corn as to be un-
prepared to produce the bit of silver
on the first evening.

Taking this piece of silver, the an-
clent darky returned to the field and
there performed a ceremony the exact
meaning of which has not come down
to us. Whetting his jackknife upon
the gilver, he solemnly pronounced an
invocation fer a bountiful crop of corn
the following year. And it is doubtful
if the *“ole massa” would have been
any more willing to allow the husking
to proceed without this kindly prayer
than would his white haired servitor,
who by its means thus once a year
stood in the attitude of high priest to
the family he served

After the preliminary prayer the
“twelve wise men™ were chosen, and

their first duty was to select two of
the brawniest negroes in the company,
who, when called out, with much pride
at their distinction, indulged in a good
huomored contest of strength, which
was known as “rasslin’ {o’ de capt'in.”
The victor became the master of cere-

| monies, and upon him devolved the
| duty of seeing that no one shirked in

work or entertainment.
The matter of the captaincy being

| decided, the “twelve wise men” chose

four big fellows, who formed a “pack
saddle™ by crossing their hands and the
captain was elevated upon it and car-
ried half a dozen times around the

| heaps of corn, while the darkies sang
| this melody or something akin to it:

When our days am done

Don't we darkies hab a time?
When our days am done

Don't we darkies cut a shine?

Back to our cabin we will £o,
Back in the early mo'n,

But we'll be here in de ‘eb'nin"
To do de shuckin’ ob de co'n.

Then the corn shucking proper be-
gan. Btacks of fuel had been placed
at Intervals of e fow ¥ards near the
corn, and after they had been lighted,
under the supervision of the *“twelve
wise men,” the fun begun. As the corn

| was husked it was thrown into piles

and would be hauled away in the
morning. Twelve workers were so-
lected for ench heap of unhuaked corn,
and, as back in New England, the red
ear was eagerly monght for, but with
a different purpose. When a man got
it he shied It at a big nigger's hend,
and If he hit the mark the unfortunnte
darky would not. “marry for ten
years.” If by shrewd dedging he miss-
ed it his bappiness would be crowned
within the year. If a dusky belle se-
cured a red ear she had the option of
choosing a sweetheart from any of the
darkles around the corn pile.—Cincin-

natl Enquirer,

NEW YEAR’S CARDS.

They Originated In Japan, Where
They Are Now Obsolete.

In Japan originated the art of mak-
ing and the custom of exchanging New
Year cards. Today both are as obso-
lete in the Flowery Kingdom as is
New Year’s calling in the United
States. More charming art, more de-

‘and coloring of ]

Secupied ‘th _ _

L |

end,
Mrs. E. Kidner, a London, Ond., mother,
Hﬂnﬁ at 409 Gray B, '
“My little daughter, old, has
bhad weak kidneys since Last Feb-

I got a box of Doan's Kidney Pills
:mﬂﬂidmgm Since taking them
she has
kind. I gladly make this statement be-

cause of the benefit my child has received
from this medicine.”

no more kidney trouble of any

ers of Japan. They were made at the
command of the noblemen of the em-
peror’s court. In size they were from
gsix to eight inches, and each was in-

- scribed with a poetic sentiment dictat-

ed by the noble giving the order. They
were printed from five or six blocks,
each color requiring, as in modern
coler printing, a separate block. The
blocks were the property of the noble,
who retained or destroyed them at
will. No reprints for another were
ever permitted. A nobleman’s New
Year card was like his coat of arms or
his sword. The surimonos, as Japan's
New Year’s cards were called, were
designed specially to please some lady-
love.—New York Press.

NEW YEAR’S IN OMAR’S DAY

It Was Celebrated In the Springtime
Nine Centuries Ageo,

Now the new year reviving old desires,
The thoughtful soul to solitude retires:
Ah, my beloved, fill the cup that clears
Today of past regret and future fears.
So sang old Omar, the Persian poet,
nine centuries ago, and we of today

Year's season of resolution and festivi-
ty, though kingdoms have risen and
fallen, old nations have decayed and
new ones sprung up and we live in a
country where sentiments of freedom

and justice abound, for the human emo- |

tions remain much the same whatever
the time or clime in which we live,
whatever the religious influences which
govern us. Of course in the time of
Omar in most countries the new year
was celebrated in March, that being
the beginning of the vernal equinox,
and as it is the season when everything
in pature is given new birth the an-
cients probably for this reason consid-
ered it a suitable time to begin their
Year also. Christianity, however, made
a distinet break, and finally in the six-
teenth century Jan. 1 was settled on by
common c¢onsent in all continental
countrieg.

Those New Year Resoluiions.
Every 1st of January that we arrive

at Is an imaginary milestone in the | I am the suffever who gets

turnpike track of human life, at once
a resting place for thought and medi-
tation and a starting point for fresh

| get the old man
with the fish on his back.

For nearly thirty years he
has been traveling around the
world, and is still traveling,
bringing health and comfort
wherever he goes,

To the consumptive he
brings the strength and flesh
he so much-needs. o

To all weak and sickly
children he gives rich and
str%ngﬂlzening rflond.

O thin and pale persons
he gives new firm flesh and
rich red blood. "

Children who first saw the
old man with the fish are now

grown up and have children |
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But, in fact, to propose to oneself
do well is In some sort to do well posi
tively, for there is no such thing as a
stationary point in human endeavors,
e who I8 not worse today than he
was yesterday Is better, and he who is
not better ia worse.—~Charles Lamb,

Mer New Tear's Gift.

Luella Gladys Rosamond
Ophelia Phyllis May

Bweetly resolved to make folks glad
Upon the New Year's day,

A basket filled with dainties rare
With her own hands she bore

And left it without word or sign
Before a poor friend’'s door,

“T¢ 414 not even bear my name,

For that, in full, you see,
Would quite eclipse the gift itself,"™

urmured modestly,
oo m —Joe Cary.
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SCRUGGS® SIEGE
OF NECKTIEPHOID

HOMAS BCRUGGS, on Christmas day,
Got packages galore,
Until he wondered if there could
By chance be any more.

He opened each one when It came
And slowly grew enraged,

And not a package held a thing
That his great wrath assuaged,

For each one, be it long or short
Or slim or thick and fat,
Contained, in varied shape and form,
A gaudy new cravat

ever thus!™ moaned Thomas
Scruggs;

“In every Christmas wreck
It always in the neck.”

The ties were green and red and brown
And black and pink and blue,

With stripes and dots and funny lines
Of truly awful hue

At last he fretted so about
The things that he fell fil,
And then, to add to all his woes,
There was a doctor's bill

Today, when asked about the casa,
He seems to grow annoved
And answers that he suffered from

A slege of necktiephoid
—Judge.

Soldler Borys' Christmas,

“There was never any fighting on
Christmas day during the civil war,”
said the late General Hampton when
asked for some reminiscences. *“It has
been a long time ago, and I cannot re-
member much of those Christmas
times. We of the army had other
things to occupy our attention. But
Christmas was one day on which there
was no fighting. The men recelved
messages and boxes from home, and
camp life got an inapiration on that
day.

“I remember that on one Christmas
the ground was covered with snow.
The men ranged themselves on sides
like schoolboys, and a tremendous bats
tie ensued, For a long time the con-
test raged. The lines charged and wern
broken, formed again and endeavored
to execule strategio movements, Winalk
ly the sport became so exciting and so
spirited that two men bad thelr arms
broken, and | bad to go into the fight
and declare a truce."—Washington
Star,
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1 Offer to the Sick

ﬂ ORE L4
WORTH OF I
FREE
AS A TRIAL

- l..uinj Speoialist

To Every Sufferer with Consumption, Catarrh,

Bronghitis, La Grippe, Pulmonary
and Bronchial Troubles

If you have any of the following symptoms it means that 11, 2erms
of consumption are in your system, Accept Dr, Slocum’s gene Pous offer

Are yourlungs weak ? Are you losing flesh 7
Do you Cough 7 Are you pale, thin and weak 9
Do you have pains in the chest ? Do yeu bhave ringing in tha eare?

Do you epit up phlegm ? Do you have hot flaghes 9
Is your throat sore and inflamed ? Is there dropping in the throat e

Is your appetite bad ? Is the nose dry and stufty -
Do you bhave night sweats 7 Have you & coated tongue
Call your disease what you will, these symptoms indicate tha you
body the seeds of the most dangerous of maladies. In order to 1ot all peopl
the marvellous power of his system of treatment, Dr. Slocum has decided 1o rive
free to all sufferers as a test his free trial treatment. i

ONE WEEK’S TRIAL OF DR. SLOCUM'S SYSTE
OF TREATMENT FREE

Nothing con!d be more reasonable, more generous than Dr. Slocum's offer.

The Slocum System of Treatment has cored thousands and tens of thousands of
cases of consumption in all stames of the disease. A system of treatment that
accomplishes more than any one remedy can ever accomplish. A system of
:Emp]em medicinal and tonic food treatment that destroys and eliminates all tuber.
culosis germs and poison from the system and assists nature in butlding up healthy
lung and body tissue, two essential functions for a permanent cure.

Accept Dr. Slocum’s offer to-day and be cured at home am; ng friends and loved
ones. Simply write to Dr. T. A, Slocum, Limited, 179 King Strect West, Toronto,
Canada, mention your druggist’s name, and state your post and ex press offices, and
you will receive the treatment promptly by express, Mention this paper.

HELP
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§ Muskoka Free Hospital for Consumpiives

T O AT Y U O T TR
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@ Not a single patient has ever been refused ¢

d because of his or her poverty.

¥ FROM TOE YILOY
d —From Bishop of Selkirk, Caribou Crossing, Yukon: “The trifling
: remittance (£10.00) herewith euclosed, is intended to expre=s our
sympathy for the suffarers in other parts rather than imply a special
need for your imstitution here.”

d COYFIDERATION LIFE ASSOCIATION
—J. K. Macdonald, Esq., Managing Director Confederatic: Lifs

ﬂSSﬂﬂfﬂ.tiﬂﬂ, i]l HIl‘iiﬂg ﬂklﬂquu flll_‘ E:ﬂ.ﬂ.b.“ i f:"q'}m }_1-1_. 1_‘-.:::! ALY, - .' :
““lam pleased to be able to be the medium of helping on so good a
work."

Funds Urgently Needed
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The financial reports for the year just end:
show that to keep the doors of the Free 1l
pital for Consumptives open, matntalning
number of I];t-tiﬂl]ts for which accommaoda
has been I]I'l‘.’.l"m'ii!l_"t], not less than ::-I:Lf.hu_lf‘!.-!
requimd for the year now enterod upon

-
- .. =

Since the Free Iospital was opened (18 mon!
ago) 224 patients have been receivod, The hie!
the institution has been to thoese poopl
{rom the wage-earning and poorer ranks ol |

—cannot bo estimated in human language,
: —Edwnrd n- Hﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ. l'ﬂ'lnﬂ' u'r'”,” o L .J,l”“g blia Frea Jinsnil i
writes: "1 annnot fpuak ton highly of the Tustitution from

have rocetved sn munh béneflt, ‘i gann hut tapnder my best t
the kinduess sliow 1"

—Minnie I.Iultlll:nr. Hn.mllr.un. writea; **T hava anent over nine IH--“!-I--"‘
at the Hoapital tor Consamptives, 1 believe [ have heen groall)
helped, and shall never liesitate to use my influcnea to furtier il
good cause,”, b

There is no endowment, excepting the provision
made by three life insurance companics for six
beds for the eurrent year. * OH]}' by the con-
tinued contributions of the Canadian public can
the work be maintaied.

": ghﬁm are ulﬂﬁaptedfrom cﬁery part of the Do-
~minion, and there _:]_1?-‘?& been in residence during

- the M}uﬂﬁ'paﬂenta from .Prince Edward

««Island on_the east to the Northwest Territories
i T sy L . - .

be sent to Rr J"F‘B. et e

e : %

Kr., Vice-Presiden

T BT, Vice Y200 8
deiation, or Me. W.'J. Chairman

rl

—-

jal Price

" This Wee
| "-‘Eﬂd of Christmas

" siops in our Exte

pristmas G

Ladies’ Colored Und
Ladies’ Colored Dress
Ladies’ black, grey a
$1.25, sale price.
Men's fur lined Mocl
Men’s fur limed Moch
Men’s red lined Glove
PﬂFiiﬂen Lawn
chiefs, regular 6(
Ladies’' Japan Silk Ex
. II‘J‘;':EE Hand
ies. Lawn Handi
Laal’ﬂssLinen Handke
half dozens, reg. :
Ladies’ Fancy Silk C
Ladies Fancy Chiffo
le price............s
Ladsi:s' ‘E‘anc}* Silk N
ood Ware for
this assortment.
200 China and Bohe
We have 5c and 10c
Fancy Goods fog
500 Children’s Hand
$00 Boys’ white and

Furs, Coat

Ladies’ Persian La
Christmas guit.
Ladies’ 27 inch Pe
$130.00, sale p
Ladies’ 24 inch Pers
$150.00, sale pr
Ladies’ 24 inch Pers
$1 60 00, sale p1
Ladies’ Sable Scaris
Ladies’ and Misses
sale price
Ladies’ Persian Lai

Ladies’

Our 7.50 and 6.75 1

PIICE....ovrerrenensess
Our White Vesting |
Table Covers and
Lace Curtains, reg.

price..

Cream, pt

Ladies Clo

nk and bl

All of our 18.00
All of our 15.00 1
All of our 12.00
h“ ﬂ'f onr RT6 1

Ladies’ a

Ten per cent,
Christmas w

" Men’s Ne

800 Men's Neck 'l
' 300 Men's Neck
20 Soft Front
20 ‘#ﬂr [ = aﬂdﬂ
"ETHT i R IhlL=
?Eﬂ“ A M "”i‘
.- T cent. el
1285 per cent. of

2% per cent. of

L jrs
s "

N
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