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( Continued from last week)
smiled, “that I can't weéll see how Wwe

| can show independence right now.” -

“wWell, I think I see a way,” said Mil-

' ler, the flush stealing over his face
' again. “You see, there is no doubt that
. YWilson is on his high horse simply be-
' cause he thinks he could call on you
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o, mortgages &t
OMmce Wil-

for that $25,000 and put you to some
trouble raising it without—without, I

| gay, throwing your land on the market

I can’t blame him,” Miller went on,
gmiling, “for it's only what any busi-
ness man would do who is out for
profit, but we must not knuckle to
him‘ll

“Hnh, huh! Bishop grunted in deep-

| er despondency.
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“How do you propose to get around
the knuckling process?’ asked Alan,
who had caught the depression influ-
encing his parent.

«1'd simply take up that note” said
the lawyer. “You know under the.con-
tract we are privileged to pay it to-
morrow if we wish. -It would simply
paralyze him. He's s0 confident that
you can’t take it up that he has not

Hl‘ o him I ruil IoTee.;

‘I was not thinking of having your
fﬂtlﬂn}:rl disturb his investments,” bhe
gaid. “The truth is, I have met ‘with™

| little financial disappointment in & cer- '
. tain direction.

For the last -three
months 1 have been raking and scrap-
ing among the dry bones of my invest-
ments to get up exactly $25,000 to s&
cure a leading interest in a cotton mill
at Darley of which I was to be presi-
dent. I managed to get the money to-
gether, and only yesterday I learned
that the northern capital that was to
guarantee the thing was only in the
corner of a fellow’s eye up in Boston—
& man that had not a dollar on earth.
Well“there you are! I've $25,000 and

' no place to putit. 1 thought if you bad

even written to ask if you want to re- |

new it or not. Yes, he's confident that |

he'll rake in that security—so confident |
that he has been, as you know, secretly ’

buying land near yours.”
«“But,” exclaimed Alan, “Ray, you
know we—father has invested that

' money, and the truth is that he and
| mother have already had so much wor-
ry over the business that they would |

rather let the land go at what was
raised on it than to—to run any more
risks."” |

Bishop groaned out his approval of |
this elucidation of his condition and |

gat silently nodding his head. The very |

thouzhit of further risks stunned and |
c¢hilled him.
Afiller's embarrassment now descend- |
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just as soon owe me the money as Wwil-
gon that yow’d really be doing me &
fayor to let me take up the note. You

| see, it would actually floor him. He
| means business, and this would show

him that we are not asking any favors
of him. In fact, I have an idea it would
gcare him out of his skin. He'd think
we had another opportunity of selling.
I'm dying to do this, and I bope you'll
let me work it. Really I think you
ouzht to consent. I'd never drive you
to the wall and—well—he might.”

All eyes were on the speaker. Bishop

| had the dazed expression of & bewil-
| dered man trying to believe in sudden
| good luck. Abner

Daniel lowered his
head and shook with low, gubdued
laughter.

“You are a jim dandy, young man,”
hé gaid to Miller. “That's all there I8
about it. You take the rag off the
bush. ©Oh, my Lord! They say in
Alf's meeting house that it's a sin 10
play poker with no stakes, but Alf's
in a game wlith half the earth put up
agin another feller's wad as bic as a
bale o hay. Flay down, Alf. DPlay
down. ‘You've got a full hand an’
plenty to draw from.”

“We couldn't let you do this, Ray.,”
expostulated Alan.

“Rut I assure you it Is merely o mat-
ter of business with me,” declared the
lawyer. “You know I'm interested

| myself, and I believe we shall come

out all right. I'm simply itching to do
§, i

Bishop's face Was ablaze. The as-
that a wise young business
man would consider a purchase of his
«nfficient value to put Aa large
on pleased him, bao-
ished his fears, thrilled him.

“If you feel that way,” be said, smil-
ing at the corners of his mouth, “g0
1 don't know but what you

are plumb rizht. It will show Wilson

' that we ain't heholden to him an' will
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| Really, it seems to INE at times

set 'im to work ef anything will.”

2o it was finally gettled, and no one
geemed so well pleased with the ar-
ransement as ailler himself. Adele
entered the room with the air of one
half fearful of {ntruding, end her
three relatives quietly withdrew, leav-
ine her to ontertain the guest

] wonder what's the matter with
your brother,” Miller remarked as his
eyes followed Alan from the room.

«Oh. brother?” laughed Adele. “No
one tries to keep up with his whims
and fancies.”

«RBut, really,” said Miller In a serious
tone, “he has mystified me lately. 1
wonder if he has had bad news from
Dolly., lve tried to get into 2 confi-
dential chat with him goveral times of
late, but he seema to get around it
that he

| treats me rather coldly.”
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.| you’ll hecome o beggar

| my advice and let him alone.”

| our young lady, with a

uQh, if you waste time noticing Al
And Adele
“Take

gave another amused langh.

what

«] a'most believe you know
her

ails him,” gald Miller, eying
closely.

«] know what he thinks ails him,"”
the girl regponded.

“«and won't you tell me what—what
he thinks ails him?"

“No, 1 couldn’t
knowing smie.

«“]f you are ever any wiger on the sub-

jeet, you will

grom him."”
spe turned to the plano and began to

arrange eome scattered pleces of music,
and he remained on the heartd, his
back to the fire, his brow wrinkled in
pli.-:t::ml pvrplcxit;?.

#1'11 have te get my wisdom
him,” " repeated Miller,
each word with
asg if one of them
to the mystery.

might prove the ke¥

could settle & little’ thing like that
pot, you may call in
know there were three of you, accord-
ing to the Bible.”
«0Oh, so there were,”

wpyt it's hard to tell

ghall meet arain. The last tine I S2W
tlre other two they were having their
gandals half goled for a tramp across
the desert. I came this way to build a
railroad, and I believe I'm going to do

it. That'n linking ancient and modern
times together with a coupling P,

isn’t it?”

She came
by him,
«Ah,” she said
only do.it!”

do that.,” answered |

have to get your wisdonr

from |

[Jrnnmmciu;; |
geparate disti netness, | Jjeg i the kidneys.

r
ELl ¥ f 'Trli!ef I]ﬂl?:l
Yes, 1 ghould think two Ifl for

he third—YyouU |
the thir=¥% ") o she Kidney Tablets.

_

“4h,"” she said serfously, “if you could
s only do " _
mother and—yes, to me. 1 hungeér for

independence.”
“Then it shall be done,” he
vently.

gald fer-

CHAPTER XXVIIL
S the elevator in the big build-
ing was taking Rayburn Mil-
ler up to the offices of the
Southern Land and Timber
company many reflections passed hur-
riedly through his mind.

uwYgu are going to get the usual cold
shoulder from Wilson,” he mused, “but
he'll put it up against something about
as warm as he’s touched in many &
day. If you don't make him squirm, it
will be only because you don't want
to.”

Wilson was busy at his desk looking
over bills of lading, receipts and other
papers and now and then giving in-
structions to & typewriter in the corner
of the room.

“Ah how are you, Miller?’ he said
indifferently, giving the caller his hand
without rising. “Down Lo 5¢€ the city
azain, eb?”

Rayburn leaned om the top of the
desk and knocked the ashes from his
cigar with the tip of his little finger.

“Partly that and partly business,” he
returned carelessly.

“Two birds, eh?”

wThat's about it I concluded you
srere not coming up our way soon, and

SEE DATES BELOW.
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go I decided to drop in on you."

“Yes: glad you did.” Wilson glanced |
at the papers on his desk and frowned. |
wyWish I had more time at my disposal.
I'd run up to the club with you and |
ghow vou my Kentucky thoroughbreds,
but 1 really am rushed, today particu-
larly.”

#“Oh, I haven't a
mvself! 1 take
home. The truth
for my clients, the Bishops.”

“Ah, I see Wilson's face clouded
over by some mechanical arrangement
known only to himself. “Well, I can't
really report any proZress in that mat-
ter,” he said. “A1l the company think
Rishop's figures are away out of rea-
and the truth is rizht now we are
head and ears in operations in
quarters, and—well, you see how

bit of time to spare
the afternoon train
ig 1 came to see YOou

£00n,
aver
other
it is?"”

uyes I think I do." Afiller emoked &
mom wIn fact, I told my clients
last month that,th¢ matier was pot ab-

5wy
fafl -5
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e
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bending oOVer
that of neces-

gity a shoe-
must

—

neys.

Backache,
lame, weak
and sore back
are the bug-

bears of a shoemaker’s existence.
The kidneys get eramped and
strained, are unable Jto
blood as they shoul ® ihey tell of
their disordered condition by mak-

ing the back ache and pain.,

There isn’t much use

Jiniments or sticking

when the prime cause of the ache

The remedy that is most effectual

all kinds of backache and kid-

ney trouble, is Dr. Pitcher's Back-

#—
INTENSE PAIN.
ghoemaker,

- -

Whitby,
Ont., gives the followi evidence:—"'1
procured & bottle of Dr. Pitcher's Back-
lﬁhﬂKﬂmyTﬁhﬂﬂthldngm.nd
glﬂulgmﬁnﬂﬂm-

suffering with

| sorbliig ~your atténtion, and S0 thqw

| 1o0ked up in a startled sort of way and

filter the |

rubbing on |
on plasters |

“‘ shosmaker’s backache,”’ &S|

intense

are on frade with “other pafties. Are
they ¥

Miller smiled and ghook his head
| # g thelr laWYeET, Mr. Wilson, 1 simply
| eouldn't answer that question.”

The blow was well directed, and It
not—have not been | giruck 2 vulnerable spot
to—to buy | «f peg your pardon” Wilson stam-
! mered. I did not mean to suggest
| that you would hetra¥ confidence.” e
Pace 4)

T Lt

gave up counting on you."
Wilson so far forgol his pose that he

began 1o study Miller's smoke wrapped
profile.

“You say they are
counting on my company

thetr land ¥
“Why, no,” gald Miller In anccents

well resembling those of slow and gen- :
uine surprise. “¥Why, ¥You have not |
chown the slightest interest in the mat- |

tor gince the day you made the loam, |

and naturally they ceased to think you |

wanted the land The only reason 1|

called was that the note ig payable to- ' '
day, and"— | J

“Oh, yes, DY Jove! That was care
less of me. The interest Is doe. I
knew it would be all right, and I had
no jdea you would bother to run down
for that., Why, my¥ boy, We could have
drawn for it, you know."”

AMiller smsled inwardly as he looked
ecalmly and fixedly through his smoke
into the unsuspecting visage upturned
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to him.
“But the note itaclf is payable 1o

day,” he sald, closely on the alert for a Ii
facial collapse, “and, while you oOr I
might take up 2 paper for SSTJJH.'H}[
through a bank, old fashloned people |
Jike Mr. and Mrs. Bisbhop would feel |
safer to have It Aone by an agent
That's why 1 ca me.”

~ Miller in gilent gatisfaction saw the
#ace of his antagonist fall to pleces
like an artificial flower guddenly shat-

tered.
gasped Wiison.

“Pay the note?"

ll“"hF"l_
Miller puffed at his elgar and gazed

at his victim as it slightly gurprised

over the assumption th

had not all along

themseclves of that

contract.

“You mean that the Bishops are
ready to”™— Wilson began again on an-
. other breath—"to pay us the $25,0007"

«apnd the Interest for gix months™
quietly added Miller, reaching for &
match on the desk. «] reckon you've
. got the note here. I don't want to miss
my train.”

Wilson was a
| put his Puritanical
'] England bad not fitted

diplomacy.

“Of course
note today if

e ———————

good business man,
training in New
him for wily

they can take ©p thelr |
they wish,” he gaid, with
alarmed frankness. «] was not count-
ing on it, though.” He rose to his feet.
Miller’s watchful eye detected a cer-,;
tain trembling of his lower lip. He
thrust his hands into his pockeis Berv-
: a tone of open {rritation
he said to the young
writer: “Brown, I wish you'
that infernal clicking. Sometimes i
ean stand it, and then again I can’t
Youn can do those letters in the mext
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