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pot leave me home. .
wNever mind me, Matt,” sald the !
small wife. |
“You're both taking a big risk,” Te- |
marked Munro. “They may arrest you
both.”

«] have no fear,” Kelly said, “but I |
dare not go—just now.” _
«1 will go if the executive committee
wil] authorize me to treat with the op-
position,” declared Raymond. |

“They will never do that, but Carter |
may. You might take him. He's
gcared pearly out of his skin, but he
might be willing to go. Come with me
and we will see.”

In the headquarters of the organ- |
jzation Raymond andd Munro found
Carter and his staff loudly discussing
measures and answering and sending
messages. Dolan, the friendly report-
er, was there, and also the representa- |
tive of the Bozle Nugget They were
both deeply trusted, and their advice
was most carefully considered. Upon
gseeing Raymond with Munro, Dolan
rushed forward. “What's the mean-
ing of this? Have the independents
come in?”

Munro said quietly: “Boys, I want to
be alone with the president. Clear the
room, Sergeant Poole.”

A tall young fellow In cowboy's dress
drew a big revolver and, using it as a
sort of baton, impassively drove every
one but the president, his secretary
and Raymond from the room.

Munre put Raymond’s proposition
before Carter in a few words. Carter
turned white with fear. -

] ean't do it. They'd kill me. They
hold me responsible for everything
that's been done here. The governor
has wired me to meet him, but 1 dare
not do it. It's suicide to do it.”

“Then 1 will go alone,” said Ray-
mond, in vast disgust “Give me &
letter saying you would like to meet
and confer with the sheriff to prevent
bleodshed, and 1 will present it."” !

Carter was shaking with excitement
over the responsibility thrust upeRn
bim. “I don't know what to say.” !

«1'1 tell you what to say,” put In |
Mupre. “Tell him we are fully organ-
jzed and beavily armed, but that we
desire to avold bloodshed and to that
end invite him and the president of the
Red Star company to meet with us
and Raymond in the presence of the
governor of the gtate, In the hope of
arriving at a compromise.”

Raymond was pleased. “That's the
first note of sense 1 have heard utiered

in this whole row.”

When the letter was delivered to him |
Munro said: “Now, Carter, keep muin |

about this. If it works cut, you can

have all the credit for it; if it falls, I'll ;

take the kicking.”

The crowd in the outer room WEre
consumed with curiosity as the two
young men came out, but Munro said:
“Get the recruits all together. I'll be
back in half an hour and put them
through the paces.”

Mounting their horses, they set off
down the trail in the thick falling

gnow, guided only by the dim lightsin | .. 3 pew scale.”

the valley.
«I¢'s a tough mnight to be out, Rob,

but you're less likely to be interfered
with on that account. If you meet any
of my pickets the countersign is ‘con-
tact—porphyry—and slate.””

CHAPTER XXL
ATYMOND'S descent of the can-
yon was singularly uneventful.
He met neither the invading
army nor the patrol Happily
the storm lessened as he descended,
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| haven't you? Tbat fist a wonder,
And you've really struck it? Well, I'm
- glad of It But you want to watch
. Curran. T'm told he's been to every
'llﬂ!!lltuﬂﬂthlmmtlﬁl
lﬂmnhhmtrﬂnr:rlpnnm
vein.”

«“We are not worrying,” replied Ray-
mond. -

«“Whom do you represent, the union?”
“Inp & way, yes. I have a letter to
you, and I come on behalf of the inde-
pendents, who don't want to see blood-
ghed. There'll be a horrible mixup,

' Don, sure thing, unless your fellows are

headed off. Munro's cowboys and des-
peradoes will fight; don’t make any

' mistake about that”

“Who is this man Munro?’

Raymond looked at his friend stead-
ily. “Don, the time has come to tell
you something, but it's a secret!” His
voice ended in a rising inflection. “It
concerns only you and me—for the
present.”

Barnett reached out his hand.

right, old man.”
“Munro is really Jackson Hollenbeck.

“All

' We were classmates and roommates

at West Point. Do you remember read-

| ing some eight or nine years 8g0 of a

group of six cadets being dismissed for
bhazing and insubordination? I dom’t
guppose you do, but 1 was one of that
gang. Jack was another. We weren't
so bad as we were represented, but
they fired us all the same. I lost all
track of Hollie, as we called him then.”

“So that's where Munro gets his mili-
tary training, and his real name Is
Hollenbeck.” He smiled slyly. “What's
yours?"

“Oh, mine is straight. I never tried
to conceal my identity. I'm Robert
Huston Raymond of Ohio, the man that

' sgwatted’ his superior and got ‘busted’

for it. Since then I've lived a com-
monplace life.”

“What was it all about? I never ask-
ed any questions before, but 1'd like to
know all about it.”

“That's about all of it. 1 wasa rest-
less young cub and hated discipline,
but that's of no value. What Is impor-
tant is this —Jack Munro's military
training is being felt Now, ¥you
mustn’t ask me a single question as to
conditions up there. I'm going back,
and I must be able to say to Jack that
1 was faithful to my trust. It the

' gheriff will go back with me alone 1
' believe 1 can get Jack to deliver the

men that blew up the mine. Then if

' the Red Star people—you, in fact—will

deal with the men fairly I think the
whole situation will clear.” -

«] don’t share your optimism. Those
jackasses must be whipped before they
will vield a point. They’'d kill you and

the gheriff both.”
“T1 don’t think so. I know Jack will

protect us. He practically controls the
camp at this minute. I have the coun-
tersign and can pass the patrol at any

| time today, and the sheriff, if he bas
the nerve, can ride with me straight to

Jack's headquarters. Then I want you
to meet some of the head men and ar-

To this Barnett would not listen.
“Once you admit that these men can
dictate terms and where will their de-
mands stop?’

Raymond spoke with some heat

«What I complain of is that you Red

| Star people are interfering with my

and by dawn he was once more trot- |
ting with the calm, close adhering seat |

of the cowboy.

He had planned to go to 2 friend’s |

house in the lower town, but with the
coming of light and the blooming of
the rose of the morning he resolved to
ride directly to Barnett's. “My errand
js an honorable one,” he argued. “Why
should I sneak into cover?’

The housemaid who let him into the

friendly fashion. “We're glad to see
you, sir. Shall I tell Mr. Barpett you
are here?™ :

“] wish you would, and tell him I
wish no ome but himself to know of
my presence.”

Barnett was in bed, with a pot
coffee and some toast on & stand by

. i et gt e g |
......

business. You have inflamed the camp
till I may be obliged to shut down at
any moment. You have been unrea-
sonable in treating with your men. It
isn’'t so much a question of wages; it's
a question of courtesy and decent re-
gard for your fellows. Mackay was no
man to make an issue of. He was, In
fact, a conceited ass, and you know it
Now, Barnett, you must ‘back water
here. The camp is in a bad temper,
and you can't cure viclence with vio-
lence.”

“Well, T'l1 tell you what I'll do,” said
Barnett on sudden impulse, moved by
Ravmond’s sincerity, “T'll call 2 meet-
ing here of the sheriff, the mayor and
one or two others, and we'll talk this
over.” g

“All right, only you must keep my

!

here a secret and be mighty |

oo d

i
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“J came here to tell you that you are
mistaken.”

| make any change in her life. Even if

| the invaders storm the fort the Kelly

household is out of range.”

“They really have a fort, then?”

the hill.”

“You said fort”

“] am here as a messenger of peace,
not to betray military secrets,” he re-
plied, with a gmile in his eyes. “And
I must be careful even with you."

«“What do you hope to do?”

“] hope to persuade the authorities
here not to send these deputies up the
canyon. I want to arrange an armis-

weeks in which to meet and consider
ways and means.”

She checked herself. “You must go.
They are waiting for you below. We
will see you at luncheon?” :

“Yes, I may mot start till dark to-
night.”

“You have my best wishes.”

The men assembled in the library
were a grim lot. Mackay Was no, less
square jawed than Banker Moore, and
the sguat, coarse featured, scowling
sheriff resembled a bulldog. Don Bar-
nett alone seemed not a part of the gen-
era]l massing of prejudice and passion,
and yet he was one of the most pitiless
of them all. The mayor, a large man
with a plump and smiling face, seemed
the only man likely to s
peace meéssenger,

After general introductions Raymond
took a seat and at Don’s request reit-
erated his appeal for a stay of the ad-
vancing bordes.

“You think they'll fight?" asked the
mayor.

«1 know they’ll fight.”

“How many men does this man Mun-

™n'—

«Now, your honor and gentlemen, 1 am
here merely as a peace envoy. I do not

by any force be twisted into revealing
the camp secrets. If I betrayed these
men my life wouldn't be worth a tooth-
pick. They would quite properly mob
me."”

The mayor smiled as if it were all a
joke. “Quite right, Mr. Raymond. 1
see the propriety of your attitude.”

«] don’t,” said Mackay. “Raymond
and Kelly have elected themselves into
onlookers. If they had taken prompt
action with us in this whole matter

" trouble would have been averted.”

The mayor resumed his gquestions.
“YWho sent you? Whom do you repre
sent?”

“Munro sent me.”

“Who is Munro?’

“He is the adviser of the president
of the union.”

«“He's the ‘“whole thing' isn't be?”
asked the mayor. :

wThat I cannot answer. He has the
confidence of the committee.”

“] don’t suppose it will do any good
to ask about the buried dynamite and
the fortifications on the hill?’
~ “None whatever.”

, “Then what did you hope to accom-
plish ¥’

1 shouldn't have said fort. 1 meant |

Raymond raised a warning bhand. |

intend to utter one word which could :

tice—that is, a wait of a couple of ¥
She put him at her left hand and Aun
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Raymond fired a little. “] eame here |

| dent he can win practically without &

| on his way up to you."

this man Mumro, R
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“Well, gentlemen,
I don't see that we can decide any-
e have Mr. Raymond’s
opinion that our attack on the hill will
result in disaster. The sheriff is confi-

is lunchtime. I suggest that we go to
lunch and meet at 3 o'clock in the
committee room."”

After they were well out of the
house Barnpett said: “You see how it is.
They are inexorable.”

“May I come in?" asked Mrs. Bar-

nett at the door. “Luncheon is walti

"

wCertainly,” said Don. “The council
is gver.” :

“You were all very quiet. I expected
to hear loud yoices and the sound of
blows.” She came toward Raymond,
her face sweet with kindly interest.
“How do you do, Nobert? It's good to
see you. How well you look!" As
they moved toward the door she added
ml}uw'mim.“lwmttntﬂk with

ou about—youn know who.”

pext him, an arrangement which ple is-
ed him. The table was filled, as usi nl,
with people “on their way to Calif or-
nia,” and Raymond felt himself to be
the object of comment both above #nd
below board, and it {rritated him =
little.

wrhis is a long way from Sky,” be
said to Ann as his eyes absorbed the
shining, flower decked table and Its
tasteful service. “You Jeft just in
time. It is white with gnow up there
today, and bleak and cold. Have you
had ne word of Louis?” .

“No news whatever. I am sure he is
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there in the sDoOW.

you staying here for?' he asked.

isn't a picpic. What do you do it for?"
Brown answered, “We do it because

we want to help these miners stand off

the ‘plutes.” ™
d mused. “But you're friend-

Raymon
Iy toward Kelly & Raymond 7’

“gure thing. You fellers are all right.
You've punched cows, and Kelly is an
old broncho buster himself. But let me
tell ye this, Rob, we're goin’ to need
you and your men if these chaps come

up here the way they talk o doin'— |

wiih Gatling guns and all that. The
boys have been rollin’ logs for & fort
all day. You can just about see it
from here—just on that point.”

“Well, gu
lemd;lnﬂuhetnuklhstlout
around his heart warmed to these

gouls who had taken sides in a
quarrel not their own, moved by a
blind desire to aid their /fellows in &
war against privilege and social caste.

Brown called another man out of the
group to ride with them, and they
started away. On the hill east of the
town and overlooking the valley lights

lifted his arm and pointed that way.
wThere they are building the fort®
blood began to stir, his
military instruction to freshen, and for
a moment, as be paused there in the
darkness, he understood something of
Munro's joy in a defensive campaign,
but he said aloud: “It's all a mistake,
Brown. They can't afford to fight the
sheriff. The law is on his gide.”
Brown grimly replied, “Well, we'll
glve him a little run for his money,
Ll

¢ gmiled at the boyish qual-

“] am starting back at once, and 1

ide - with a will take care of him. Trust him to

me."

When at last the hostess rose, the
young miner's heart contracted with a
sudden realization that his hour of
grace was over and that the time bad
come for his return to the stern reali-
ties of life. |

In the hall he extended his hand in
fixed resolution to Mrs. Barnett.

“Goodby. It's hard to leave you and
this glorious home"—

“Must you go today?

“Yes. 1 must hurry back. © Kelly
peeds me, and then there is Louis.”

“Well, if you must— But do come
again, Rob. Don’t mind who is bere;
come to see us. It is always good to
have you here.” .

“Ag soon as this strike is over I will
do s80,” he said very earnestly.

Don followed him to his room, and
while resuming his big boots Raymond
gaid: “Don’t let that sheriff head me
off. Keep him for a couple of hours,
and T'll be out of his reach.”

“Don't worry about the gheriff, old
man, and throw your whole weight

Munro's policy of resistance.” |

“I've done that from the first.”

m“uwﬂﬂngtaneeh!muh-
came out into the upper ball. It was
her first deliberate motion toward him,
but her face EIT«BSIII no hint of
guickened pulses ghe said: “G
Nora my love, and greet grand
Matt for me, won't you? 1 feel as
ought to go back™—

“You must not, much as we all
you. mnmﬂmafﬂmmh
there. 1 “wish Nora would come
down"— '

«1 wish she would; and please let me
know instantly that Louis is safe with
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jty of this remark, but made no com-
. ment upen it, and allowed bhimself to
' be led by a roundabout path to the
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thus preventing the presentalion

third
dxed for Thursday, June 23, and it g )
is expected that the innovation will| YWe can "lm you with
| becouue annual.
js regarded as the
event of the social season, and
tins1 to break down the remninig
anti-Semitic barriers, ani
not unlikely to find an echo in Rus-|°

Sunday Chief License Inspector Pur-
vis,”  of Toronto, paid a visit o an
hotel in the west end of the city. He
found
friends, and promptly revoked

their licehses. The hotel keeper

not be prosecuted, as.he was out of !
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always been held on Fiidays,

e, By command of the King, the
court of the season has heen
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BARTENDERS LOSE LICENSE.
The Port Hope Guide says : On

AT RIGHT PRICES.

. IDLEY'S
GROCERY

the bartenders entertaining
both -
will |

own, and his wife was at r:.hurch.t

The bartenders will be out of a job
Opposite Benson Hcuse.

in the province for two years.
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SEEDS

Ensilage and Horsetooth Corns, Turnip,Seeds,
Mangel Seeds, Rape Seed, Ete.
ALL FRESH, RELIABLE SEEDS.

Land Plaster, in 200 pound cotton bags

~ We excel all others in our 25¢ Tea, cither Japan, black
or mixed. Try us and you will be convinced. Our tea
trade is mcreasing daily use if you once try our teas

you will not be satisfied with any others
3 erﬁhinnﬂnllfur the best values
in Dinner Setts, Tea Setts, Toilet Setts,and
all China and Crockery.

A. L. CAMPBELL,
CHINA HALL, WILLIAM ST. LINDSLY.

GROCERIES, KENT ST.
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SAILINGS OF STEAMERS, 1906
Lindsay, Fenelon Falls, Coboconk. MANITA
June 11th to about September 15th—Tri-weekly service Monda):

Wednesdays and Saturdays.
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- on, Sturgeon Point, Lindsay. ESTURIO™
June 1st to October 1st. (Double Service.)

Read
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Lv 7.15 am. 5. b i N.. . Arr 115 pm. 8.10 p.m
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wALINDSAY. ... Lv 11.00 am. 5.30 10
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