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(Continied from last week)

flowers ol his coat. The jewels

, _ w
rings flashed under his oyes. 'l:
was & delicate perfume in the ale
about her glorious head. He had never
seen her look so beautiful before. He
wondered at her silence at just such a
moment. The tightness of her lips
gave way, and they fell to trembling
when she started to speak.

“I hardly know what to say,” she
began. “J—I—you know I said the pre-
gsiding elder was at our house, and"—

“0Oh, I nnderstand,” broke in Alan;
“that's all right. Of course, use your
nwn!:l__ :

“No, I must be plain with you,” she
broke in, raising a pair of helpless, tor-

tured eyes to his. “You will not think
I had anything to do with it. In fact,
my heart is almost broken. I'm very
very unhappy.” :

' it unpleasant for you.”

He was still totally at sea as to the |

cause of her strange distress.

“Per- |

haps you'd rather net tell me at all” |

he said sympathetically. His tone nev- |
er had been so tender. “You need not, |

|
“But it’s a thing I could not keep

vou know.”

from vou longz anyway.” she said trem- |

ulously. *“In fact, it is due you—an ex-
planation, I mean. Oh. Alan, papa has
tanken up the idea that we—that we
like each other too much, and”—

The life and soul seemed to leave
Alan’'s face.

+; understand.” he heard himself
saying: “he does not want me to visit
a1 4ny more.”

#ne made no reply. He saw her
cateh a deep breath, and her eyes went
down to her flowers. The musie struck
up. The mulatto leader stood waving
his fiddle and calling for “the erand
march” in loud, mei.dious tones. T'here
was a scrambling for partners. The
young men gave their left arms to the
lndies and merrily dragged them fto
their places.

“] hope you do not blame :ma—~tl:t:u:1
you don't think that I"— Baut the clat- l
ter and elamor ingulfed her words.

“No, not at all,” be told her. *“But
it's awful; simply awful! I know you
are a true friend, and that's some sort
of comfort.”

«ind alwars shall be”” she gulped.
“You must try not to feel hurt. You
tpow my father is a very peculiar man

o —
— " —
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' Miller turned
. gis kindly glance gwept the face of

. lightness:

e kng
st an awful O, and sobody was
. Then 's ssmse of the Fﬁl‘t s
fﬂ“ﬁﬁ%mwmmm
I ‘began to beil. “Perhaps
ought to take my name off your
card,” he said, drawing himseif up
slightly. “If he were to hear that 1
talked to you tonight, he might make

“If you do, I shall never—never for-
give you,” she answered in a volce
that shook. There was, too, a glisten-
ing in her eyes as if tears were spring-
ing. *“Wouldn't that show that you
bharbored ill will against me, when I
am so helpless and troubled?”

“Yes, it would, and 1 shall come
back,” he made answer. He rose, for
Hillhouse, calling )
ghoulder to some one, was thrusting
his bowed arm down toward her.

“I beg your pardon,” he said to Dol-|
ly. “I dido’t know they had called the |
march. We've got some ice cream hid
out upstairs, and some of us are golng
for I't. Won't you take some, Bishop?” '

“Np, thank you,” said Alan, and they
left him.

CHAPTER VIL

loudly over his|

fﬂgﬂr-tplllﬁi:{g‘ﬂ

splitting is done on your
own it loses friends

for you, every hair of
yuurhudulfﬂuﬂ.

Ayer’s Hair Vigor in

§ advance willg-mu the

splitting. If the splitting

has begun, it will stop it.
§.00 o botfls. AN Grappiin.

“Yea It was that mistake of your
father. As I told you, the colonel is
as mad as a wet hen about the whole
thing. He’s got a rope tied to every
nickel he's got, and he intends to leave
Dolly a good deal of money. He thinks
Frank Hillhouse is just the thing. He |
shows that as plain as day. He no |
ticed how frequently you came io see I.
Dolly and scented danger ahead and |
simply put his foot down on it, just |'
as fathers have been doing ever since |
the flood. My dear boy, you've got 2 |
bitter pill to take, but you've got to |
gwallow It like a man. You've reached i

|
|

a point where two roads fork. It is
for you to decide which one you'll

LA}I made his way along the |

wall. out of the track of the |
e i::::*m‘_ueu-.lliers. into the office, |
Vb 1xious to escape being spo- |
ken to by any one. But here several jo- I
vial men from the mountuins who |
knew him intimately gathered around |
him and began to make laughing re- |
marks about his dress.

“You look fer the world like a dirt |
dauber.” This comparison 1o & kind |
of black wasp came from Pole Baker, '.
a tall, heavily built farmer, with an |
enormons head, thick evebrows and |
long, shaggy hair. He lived on Bish- |
op’s farm and had been brought up |
with Alan. *“I'll be derned ef ¥you
gin’t nimble on yore feet, though. I've |
seed you cut the pigeon wing over on |
Mossy creek with them big, strappin’ |
gals 'fore you had yore sights as high |
as these town folks.” '

“It's that thar vest that gits me,”
gaid another. “I reckon its cut low |
so vou won't drap gaft victuals on it
but I guess you don’t do much eatin’
with that collar on. It don't look like
yore Adam’s apple could stir a pts un-
der it.”

With a good patured reply and a
laugh he did not feel. Alan hurried out
of the office and up to his room, where
he had left his lamp burning. Iliay-
burn Miller's hat and light overcoal
were on the bed. Alan sat down in
one of the stiff backed, split bottom
chairs and stared straight in front of
him. Never in his life had he st ffered
ag hie was now guffering. He could see

no hope ahead:; the girl he loved was
lost to him.

Her father had heard of
the foolhardiness of old man BishoD
and, like many another well meaning
parent, had determined to save his
daughter from the folly of marrying 2

"' penniless man who had doubtless in-

herited his father’s lack of judgment |

| and caution.

There was a rap on the closed docr,

and jmmediately afterward Rayburn
the knob and came in.

his friend, and he sald, with forced

«] don’t want to bore you, old man,
but I just had to follow you. 1 saw
from your looks a8 you left the ball- |
room that something was wrong, and |
[ am afraid I EKnow what it is. You
see, Captain Barclay is a rough, out- |
gpoken man, and he made a remark |
the other day which reached me. 1 |l
wasn't sure it was true, so I didn't |
mention it; but I reckon my jnformant |
knew what he was talking about.” *.

‘Alan nodded despondently. “I asked |
her to go to church with me tomorrow |
night: She was awfully embarrassed |
and finally told me of her father’s ob- |

ons.”

»] think I Enow what
devil up,” said Miller.

“You do?
_—____————'-—_-—'-

fired the old |

———

take."”

Alan made no reply. Rayburn MIil-
ler lizhted a cigar and began to smoke
steadily.

“1t's none of my business,” Miller |
burst out suddenly, *“but I'm friend
enoueh of yours to feel this thing like
the devil, However, I don't Enow
what to say. I only wish 1 knew how |
far vou've gone into - g

Alan smiled mechanically.

“If yon can't look at me and see how
far I've gone, you are blind,” he said.

“[ don’t mean that,” replied Miller.
«] was wondering how far you had
committed yourself—ob. hang Itl—

made love and all that sort of thing.™
“I*ve never spoken to ber on the sub

jeet,” Alam informed him gloomily.

PiF

“Good, good! Splendid:

Alan stared in surprise.

“] don't understand,” he said. “She
knows—that is, I think she knows—
how I feel, and I have hoped that™—

«Never mind about that,” interrupted
Afiller laconically. «“There is a chance |
for both of you If you'll turn square
around like sensible human beings and
look the facts in the face.”

“Youn mean"—
wThat it will be stupid, childish id-

joey for either or both of you to let
this thing spoil your lives.”

1 don't understand yom."

«yvell, you will before I'm through
with you, and I'll do you up browi. |

’-
F

W

o A F

A

A

| pone.

' much for his affinity,

| when he will envy
| had as mMAany

| themselves and lay

| boodle

“Do you know,
most angrily, “when you
I think you are off. I know W
the matter with you—you have simply
frittered away your heart, your ability
to love and appreciate a good woman.
Thank heaven, your experience has not
been mine! I don't see how you could
ever be happy with a woman. I conldn’t
look a pure wife in the face and re-
member all the flirtations you've im-
dulged in—that is, If they were mine.”

“There you go," langhed Miller.
«)ake it personal. That's the only

| way the average lover argues. 1 am

speaking In general terms. Let me fin-
jsh. Take two examples—first, the
chap crazily In love, who faces life
with the red rag of his infatuation—
Lhis girl. No parental objection, every-

| thing smooth and a carload of silver-

wire, a clock for every room in the
house. They start out on their honey-
meon, doing the chief cities at the

| niwwest notels and the theaters in the

—_

three dollar seats. ‘They S00R tire of
it to the trip. Ev-
ery day they rake away a handful of

glamour f{rom each otber il wlien
they reach bhome, they have come tO

' the conclusion that they are only bu-
| man, and Dot the highest order

at
that. For awhile they have a siege of
discontent, wondering where it's all

Finally the man is forced 10
go about his work, and the woman
gels to making things to EO on the

backs of chairs and trying to spread

pext year, and

her trousseal over the
NOW,

they begin 1o court resignation.

| §f they had not had the glmmour at
' tack they would have goi
| business sS00DET,

down 10
that’s all, and
would have set a petter example 1o
other plungers. Now for the second
jllustration: Poverty on one side,
on the other; more glamour
than in other case because of the eulf
between. They et married; they have
to. They've inherited the stupid idea
that the Lord is at the boitom of it
and that the glamour je his smile.
Like the other couple, their eyes arc
finally opened to the facts, and they
begin to seceretly wonder what it's all
about. The one with the spondulics
wonders harder than the one who has
if the man bas the money, he
will feel good at first over doing S0
but if be has an
eye for earthly values—and good busi-

ness men have—ibere will be Umes
Jones, whose wife

rocks as Joues. Laove

and capital go together like rain and

' sunshine; they are productive of some-

| tragedy—a

f the woman has the
man hasn't there's

glow cutting of throats.

| ghe is irresistibly drawn with the rest

1

“it'g none of m
out

| There are simply tw

you, my boy- One is to
Barclay's wishes with dignified respect |
and bow and retire just as any Eu- '|
ropean gentleman would do when told |
that his pile was too gmall to be cob-

sidered.
“and the other?’ asked Alan sharp-

of the world into the thought that elbwe
has tied herself and ber money to an

money—in any other
propex tithe for the

g idicl that 'puh'lk‘ij ad.
as worth enough, 1o
girl to sacrifice ber
ith him—well, the On-
fornish It Jack ASsS
d come nearer

himself, for &
money to live W

I'm not afrald to a3 it, for 1
ou'd mever cause any girl 1o
give up her fortune without knoswing
at least whether you could replace it

they |

|

| must mosey

| blackness.

The Iﬂ?ﬁl Ladies’ Collars
Men's and Boys’ Peaked Caps at 18c,

20¢, 25¢ 50c each.
Special value in Men’s Soft Hats as
new as can be obtaired on the mar-

ket.

Wiens’ and Boys' Fancy Soft and Hard
Front Shirts.

Summer Ties in Strings,
bys and Knots.

Tailoring

Ne have still 2 few suit lengths left
woith from $i4 to $16 to clear at

g12. Fut Guarsnteed.

\ well selected stock of Bla'k, Blue
and Fancy Woisted Swts 0 order
at $17,818. §20.

Also Worsted Pants to order at $3.50
to $6 per pair.

siohest Market prize paid for Wool,
Rutt'r and Eees. Cash Of goods
given in exchange.

Dry Goods. Grozeries, Boots 2nd
Shoes, Hardware, Paints and QOils,
Crockery, Glassware, Patent Medi-
cines. Ready-mde Clothing Gents'
Furnishings etc-, all well assorted.

Terms—C:sh or Trade. & =
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Bows, D&

“j pave an engaEe-

from the window.
and the subject

ment with her later,
sghall be avoided."

w(300d man!” Miller's cigar was #0
ghort that he stuck tie blade of his
penknife through it that he might en-
joy it to the end without burning his
“That's Lhe talk! Now 1
on downstairs and danoe
with that Miss Fewclothes from Rome
—the one with the auburn iresscs that
EAVE delighted’ whenever she 18 Epo-
ken to.”

Alan went back 1o the window. The
rain was still beating on it. Fora long
time he stood looking out into the
The bad luck which bad
come to his father had been a blow to
him, but its later offspring had the
grim, cold countenance of death itselfl
He had never realized till DOwW that
Dolly Barclay was so muoeh a part of
his very life. For a moment he almeig
gave way to & gob that rose and strug-
gled within him. He sat down again
and clasped his hands before him 5
dumb self pity. He told himself that
Rayburn wiiller was right; that oy
weak men would act contrary to suclE
advice. No, It was over— all all over.

{ingers.

CHAPTER VIIL
FTER the dance Frank Hill-
house took Dolly home in one
of the drenched and
tered hacks. The Barclay
residence was oDe of the best made
and largest in towi. it was an old
style southern frame bhouse, painted
white, and had white columned verai-
das on two sides. It was in the edge
of the town and had an extensive lawo
fn front and glmest a little farm Le-

that she Was
she took the most active interest in ev-

ervthing pertaining to Dolly's social
lifee. On occasions like the one just
described sbe found It impossible o
gleep till ber daughter returned, and
then she slipped upsiairs and made
the girl tell all about it while she Wwis
disrobing. Tonight she was mort alert
and widea wake {han usnal Sheo

for Dolly and almost
stepped on the girl's beels as ghe fok

owed her upstairs
“Was It nice?" she asked.
» Dolly replied Reach-
p the low

mirror, began to take some flowers out
of hor halr. Mrs. Barclay sat down o
(Lontinueed ol 4 Bge *)
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