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| what flustered at her anxiety to get to

. von do not an- l upper and lower.

' made up, and the room showed one seat,

. | the marrow passageway at the side to

' ome taken by the

that of itself i3 ]

has been reserved

to the editar, if failure came it would

h-Jth:u::gh no fault of hers.

ennie went early to the statio

the n‘ight of the 21st and antm*ﬁ;t?l:
sleeping car as soon as she was allowed
to do so. The conductor seemed some-

her room, and he examined her ticket
with great care. Then, telling her to
follow him, he took her to room B, in
which were sitnated berths 5 ami 6,
The berths were not

made to accommodate two persons. The
mm:inctﬂr went ont om the platform
again, and Jennie, finding herself alone
in the carriage, walked up and down

get a better idea of ber snrronndings.
Room C, next to her own, was the
British embassy.
Room D, still farther on, was the uga
that appeared to have been retained by
the police. She stood for a few moiuents
by the broad plate glass window that
lined the passage and looked out at the
crowded platform. For a time she
watched the conductor, who seemed to
be gazing anxiously toward the direc-
tion from which passengerastream«d, as
if looking for some one in parti.ular.
Presently a big man, a huge ovircoat
belted round him, with a stern brurded
face—looking, the girl thought, txpical-
I¥ Russian—strode up to the condunctor
and spoke earnestly with him. Then the
two turned to the steps of the car, and
Jennie fled to her pmarrow little rcom,
closing the door all but about au inch.
An instant later the twc men came in,
speaking together in French. The larger
had a grnff voiee and suvnke the lan-
gnage in a way that ehowed it was not
pative to him.
«When did von learn that he had
changed his room?’ asked the man
with the grnff voice.
“‘Only this afterncon,”’
conductor.
«“Did you bore holes between that and
the adjoining compartment?”’
“Yes, vour excellency; but Azof did
not tell me whether von wanted the
holes at the top or the bottom."
““At the bottom, of conrse,’ replied
the Russian. “‘Any fool might have
known that. The gas maust rise, not fall;
then when he feels its effect and tum-
bles down he will be in a denser layer
of it, whereas if we put it in at the
top and he fell down he would come
into pure air and =0 might make his es-
cape. You did mot bore the hole over
the top berth, I hope!"
«“Yes, excellency; but I bored one at
the bottom also.™
«“OQh, very well! We can easily stop
the one at the top. Have you fastened
the window? For the first thing these
English do is to open a window. "’
«‘The window is securely fastened,
sour excellency, unless he breaks the
glass. "’
«0Oh, he will not think of doing that
antil it is too late! The English are a
law abiding people. How many other
passengers are there in the car?”’

replied the
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PLAX OF SLEEPING CAIL.
«s0Oh, I forgot to tell you, excellency,
that room B has been taken by an Eng-
lish lady, who is there now!"’

«Ten thomsand devils!’”" cried the
Rnssian in a hoarse whisper. “Why did
son not say that before?"’

The voices now fell to go low a mur-
mur that Jennie could not distingunish
the words. A moment later there was a
rap at her door, and she had presence of
mind enongh to get in the farther cor-
per and say in a sleepy voice:

“*(Come in!"’

The conductor opened the door.

“Votre billet, 8'il vons plait, ma-
dame."’

«(Can't you speak English¥”’ asked
Jennie.

The conductor merely repeafed his
question, and as Jennie was shaking
her head the big ‘Russian looked over
the conductor’s shonlder and said 1o
passable English:

«He is asking for yonr ticket, ma-
dame. Do you not speak French "

In answer to the direct question Jen-
pie. fambling in her purse for her tick-
ets, replied:

«'1 speak English, and I have already
shown him my ticket.”

She handed her broad sheet sleeping
car ticket to the Russian, who bad push-
ed th= conductor aside and now stood
within the compartment.

«+There has been a mistake,” he said.
| “Room C is the onme that has been re-

gerved for you.”’

to take room A, a four berth room at

|'eentrated all’ the " girl's ‘srmpathies on
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1“‘”- 1t was mnuut that as the

last moment the messenger bad

the end of the car. The police them
would occupy rcom B, which she had
first engaged, and from the bit of con-
versation she had cverheard Jennie was .
convineed that they intended to kill or
render insensible the messenger who
bore the important letter. The police
were not to protect, but to attack. The
amazing complication in the plot con-

the nnfortunate man who was messen-
ger between two great personages, €ven
though he traveled apparently mnder
the protection of the British embassy at
St. Petersbarg. The fact, to put it bald-
Iy, that she had intended to rob him
herself if opportunity cccurred rose
before her like an accusing ghost. *‘1
shall never undertake anything like this
again,'’ she cried to herseli, ‘‘never,
never!"” And now she resolved to make
reparation to the man she had intended
to injure. She would watch for him
until he came down the passage and
then warn him by relating what she
had heard. She had taken off her hat
when she entered the room. Now she
put it on hurriedly, thrusting a long
pin throngh it. As she stood up there
was a jolt of the train that caused her
to sit down again somewhat hurriedly.
Passing her window she saw the lighta
of the station. The train was in motion.
“Thank heaven!'’ she cried fervently.
““He is too late! Those plotting villains
will have all their tronble for nothing."”
_ She glanced npward toward the ceil-
ing and noticed a hole nbont an inch in
diameter bored on the thin wooden par-
tition between her compartment and the
ueIT. Iuroing to uie wall behind her,
she saw that ancther hole had been
kored in a similar position throngh to
roomt B. ‘The car had been pretty thor-
onghly prepared for the work in hand,
and Jennie lanzhed softly to herself as
she pictured the discomfiture of the con-
spirators. The train was now rushing
throngh the suburbs of St. Petersburg, |
and Jennie was startled bv hearing an-
other voice say in French:

“‘Conductor, I have room A. Which
end of the car is that?"'

“This way, excellency,’” said the con-
ductor. Every one seemed to be “‘ex-
celleney’’ with bhim.

A moment later Jennie, who had
again risen to her feet, horrified to
know that after all the messenger had
come, heard the door of his room click.
She stood there for a few moments tense
with excitement, then bethought her-
self of the bole between her present
compartment and the one she bad re-
cently left. She sprang up on the seat
and, placing her eye with some cantion
at the hole, peered through. First she
thonght the compartment was empty.
Then she noticed there had been placed
at the end by the window a huge cylin-
der that reached mearly to the ceiling of
the room. The lamp above was burning
brightly, and she could see every detail
of the compartment except toward the
floor. As she gazed a man’s back slowly
rose. He appeared to have been kneel-
ing on the floor, and he held in his hand
the loop of a rubber tube. Peering
downward, she saw that it was con-
nected with the cylinder and that it
was nndoubtedly ponring whatever gas
the cylinder contained through the hole
into room A. For a moment she had
difficulty in repressing a shriek, but
realizing how perfectly helpless she was,
even if she gave the alarm, she repressed
all exclamation. She saw that the man
who was regulating the escape of gas
was not the one who had spoken to the
condnetor. Then, fearing that he might
torn-his head and see her eye at the -
small aperture, she reached up and cov-
ered her lamp, leaving her own room in
complete darknesa. The double covering,
which closed over the semiglobular
lamp like an eyelid, kept every ray of
light from -penetrating into the com-
partment.

As Jennie turamed tc her esplonage
again she heard a blow given to the
dcor in rcom A that made it clatter.
Then there was a sound of a heavy fal’
on the floor. The door of rcom B was
flunz open, the head of the first Russian
was thrust in, and he spoke in his own
langnage a single groff word. His as-
sistant then turned the cock and shut
off the cas from the cylinder. The door
of room B was instantly shut azain,
and Jennie heard the rattle of the keys
as room A was being unlocked.

Jennie jumped down from her perch,
threw off her bat, and with as little
noise as she counld «lid her door back an
inch or two. The conductor had un-
locked the door of roaun A, the tall
Ruseian standing beside him saying in
a whisper:

«Never mind the man! He'llcometo
the moment you open the door and win-
dow. Getthe box! Hold yonr nose with
your fingers and keep your mouth shut.
There it is—that black box in the cor
per."'

The conductor made a dive into the

«+] gm sure there isn’'t any mistake,”
said Jennie. “I booked berths 5 ?,:I:Iﬂ.. 6.
See, there are the numbers’’ —pointing

here are the same pumbers on the tick-
et.””

The Rnssian shook his head.

«*The mistake has

am a director of the company.

| cently.
this one?"’

® police and whether the au-
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Mended itself to her.

dame, and is more com ¢
it is mearer the center of the car.

«{Vell, there i8 Do mistake about my

reserving the two berths, 18 there?"’

¢«'Oh, no, madame! The room is en-

tirely at your disposal.”
«(Oh, well, then, in
Jepnie, *‘I have no

a change.”

She knew that she would be compel-
led to change, no matter what her ticket
so she thought it be;t to Elay
the simple maiden abroad and make ag
little fug; as possible about the trans-

fer. She had to rearraDge the car in ilmr
room C, which

Ly the Britisb ~ drop on the floor of the car

recorded,

mind. She was DOW in
bad been first

to the metallic plates by the door—*‘and

been made at the
office of the sleeping car company. I

«tOh, are you? " asked Jennie inno-
#Jg rocm C as comfortable as

«It is a dnplicate of this one, ma-
fortable becanse

that case,”’ said
objection to making

room and came out with an ordinary
black dispatch box. Ths policeman
seemed well provided with the materials
for his burglarious purpose. He selected
a key from a jingling bunch, tried it,
gelected another, then a third, and the
lid of the dispatch box was thrown
back. He took out a letter so exactly
the duplicate of the ome Jennie had
that she clutched her own document to
gee if it were in its place. The RussiaD
put the envelope between his knees and
proceeded to lock the box. His imagina-
tion had mot gome to any such refine
ment as the placing of a aummy coD¥
where the original had been. Quick a8
thought Jennie acted. She slid open the
door quietly and stepped out into the
passage. Sointent were the two men o0
| their work that neither saw her. The

tall man gave the box back to the con-
ductor. then took the letter from be-
tween his knees, holding it in bis right
band, when Jennie, as if swayed by the
ear, lurched against him, and with @
gleight of hand that wounld have made
her reputation on a necromantic
she jerked the letter from the gnazed
and frightened man, at the same mo

_r:-f comnartment A, all of which hap-

gtage

i

other hand. The conductor had just
emerged from room A, holding his nose
and lu:::uking comical enough as he stood
there in that pesiticn, amazed at the
sudden apparition of the lady. The
I‘inamnn struck down the conductor’s
fingers with his right hand, and by a
awift motion of the left closed the door

She sprang up on the seat and, placing
her eye at the hole, peered throuwgh.
pened in a tenth of the time taken to
tell it

“‘Oh, pardon me!" cried Jennie. “I'm
afraid a lorch of tie car threw me
against you."'

The Russian, before answering, cast
a lock at the floor and saw the large
eavelope Iving there with ita seal up-
permost. He qnietly placed his huge
foot mpon it, and then said, with an
effort at politeness:

It is no matter, madame. I am
afraid that I am =0 balky I have taken
np most of the paszage.™

“Jt iz wvery good of yom to excuse
me. "’ said Jennie. ‘I merely came ont
to ask the condnetor if he would make
up wy berth. Wonld yomu be good
enongh to translate that to him?®"”

The Rnssian sarlily told the conduactor
to attend to the wanita of the lady. The
conductor muttered a reply, and that
reply the Russian translated.

“He will be at vour service in a few
moments, madame. He must first make
up the berth of the gentleman in room
A. ¥

With that she retired again into her
compartment, the real letter concealed
| in the folds of her dress, the bogus one
on the flocr under the Russian’s foot.
She closed the door tightly. Then, taking
care that she was not observed through
either of the Loles the comductor had
bored in the partition, she swiftly placed
the important docament. in a deep in-
gide pocket of her jacket. As a general
rule. women have inside pockets in their
capes and ontside pockets in their jack-
ets. but Jennie, dealing as she did with
many docnments in the counrse of her
profession, had had this jacket espe-
cially made, with its deep and roomy
inside pocket. She sat ina corner of her
sofa wondering what was to be the fate
of the unfortunate messenger, for in
gpite of the sndden shntting of the door
by the Ruszsian she caught a glimpse
of the man lying face downward on the
floor of his stifling room. She also had
received a whiff of the sweet, heavy gas
which had been used, that seemed now
to be tincturing the whole atmosphere
of the car, especially in the long, narrow
passage. 1t is not likely they intended
to kill the man, for his death wonld

-grose in her mind the disquieting prob-

- the
had made up her mind to retarm it to
the messenger, but further pondering
induced her to change bermind. The
messenger had been robbed by the Rns-
gian police. He wonld tell hie saperiors
exactly what had happened, and.yet the
letter wonld reach its destination as
gpeedily as if be had brought it himself
—as if be had never been robbed.
Enowing the purpose which Mr. Hard-
wick had in bis mind, Jennie saw that
the letter now was of tenfold more value
to him firan it wonld have been had she
taken it from the messenger. It was
evident that the British embassy, or the
messenzer himself, had suspicions that
an attempt was to be made to obtain
the document; otherwise room C of the |
gleeping car would not have . been |
chanzed for room A at the very last |
moment. As it was the editor counld say
to the official: *“The Russian police rob-
bed your messenger in spite of all the
precantions that could be taken. and
my emissary cozened the Russians. So,
you see, I have accomplished what the
whole power of the British government
was powerless to effect; therefore it
will be wisdom on your part to come to
terms with me."’

“Yonr room ig ready for youm,’ said
the conductor in French.

She had presence of mind enough not
to comprehend his phrase until, with a
motion of his hand, he explained his
meaning. She entered her compartment
and closed the door. :

Having decided what disposal to make
of the important document, there now

lam whether or not it wounld be allowed '
to remain with hey. Sire cogitated over

the sitnation, and tried to work out the
mental arithmetic of it. Trains were in-
frequent on the.Russian railways, and
gho had no means of estimating when
the buorly ruffian who bhad planoed and
execnted the robbery would get back to
St. Petersburg. There was no doubt
that he had not the right to open the
Jetter and read its contents; that privi-
Joce Tested with some higher official in
St. Petersburg. The two men had got
off at the first stopping place. It was
quite possible that they would not reach
the capital until next morning, when
the Berlin express would be well on its
way to the frontier. Once over the
frontier she wounld be safe, but the mo-
ment it was fonnd that the envelope
merely contained a copy of an English
newspaper, what might not happen?
Wonld the Russian authorities dare tele-
h to the frontier to have her search-

grap
ed, or would the big official who had

o

-

She jerked the letter from the amazed and
frightened man.

planned the robbery guspect that she,
by legerdemain, had become possessed.

canse an awkward investigation, while

insensible might easily be denied. A3
sha sat there, the silence disturbed only
hv the low, soothing rumble of the train.
she heard the ring of the metzl evlinder
woodwork of the next com-

againgst the
The men were evidently re-

partment.
moving their apparains.
tLe train slowed, finally coming to a
etandstill, and, looking ont of the win-
dow into the darkness, she found they
were stopping at an ill lizhted conntry
station. Covering the light in the ceil-
ipg again, the
eplf unobserved, she noted the conduoctor
and another man place the bulky cylin-
der on the platform withount the elight-
est effcrt at concealment. The tall Rus-
gian stood by and gave curt orders. An
instant later thetrain moved on again,
and when well nnder way there was a
rap at her door. When ghe opened it,
the conductor gaid that he wounld make
up her berth now, if it so pleased her.
She stood out in the corridor while this
was deftly and swiftly done. She counld
not restrain her curiosity regarding the
mysterions occupant of room A, and to
satisfy it she walked glowly up and
down the corridor, her hands behind
her, passing and repassing the open door
of her own room and noticing that ever
and anon the conductor casta guspicious
eye in her direction. The door of room
A was partly open, but the ghaded lamp
in the ceiling left the interior in dark-
pess. There was ncw no trace of the in-
toxicating gas in the corridor, and as
she passed room A she noticed that a
fresh breeze was blowing through the
half open doorway; therefore the win-
dow must be np. Once as she passed her
own door she saw the conductor engaged
in a task which would keep bhim from
looking into the corridor for at least a
minute, and in that interval she set her
donbts at rest by putting her head
swiftly into room A and a8 uwifﬁtly
withdrawing it. The manhad been lift-
ed on to his sofa and lay with his face
toward the wall, hiz head on a pillow.
The dispatch box rested on a corner of
the sofa, where dounbtless he had left 1t
He was breathing heavily, likea man in
a drunken sleep, but the air of the room
was sweet and fresh, and bhe would

and down thinking deeply over

| ment allowing the bogus document 1
Lrom bet

had happened. At first, when
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his statement that be had been rendered |

A little later |

Letter to see outside, ber- |

donbtless recover. Jennie still paced ap
what

she had

of the letter so much sought for? Even
| i he did suspect her, he wounld certain-

Iy have craft emough not to admit it
His game would rather be to maintain
that this was the veritable docnment
found in the Englishman’s dispatck
box, and it was more than likely, tak-
ing into consideration the change of
| room at the last moment, which wonld
show the officials the existence of sus-
picion in the messenger’s mind, or in
| the minds of those who sent him, that
the natural surmise would be that an-
| other messenger had gone with the real
docnment, and that the robbed man
was merely a blind to delnde the Rus-
gian police. In any case, Jennie com-
cluded, there was ahsolutely nothing to
do but remain awake all night and
guard the treasure which good luck had
bestowed upon her. She stood up on her
bed, about to stuff her handkerchief
into the hole bored in the partition, but
guddenly paused and came down to the
floor again. No; discomforting as it was
to remain in a room under possible es-
pionage, she dared not stop the open-
ings, as that wounld show she had cog-
pizance of them, and arouse the con-
ductor’s suspicion that, after all, she
had understood what had been said,
whereas, if she left them as they were,

s
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rusning snrougn soe
darkness over the boundless plains of
Russia. She looked at her tiny watch;
it was 2 o’clock in the morning. She
knew then that she must have fallen
asleep in spite of her strong resolutioms.
The letter was still i the inside pocket
of her jacket, and all was well at 2 in
the morning. No eye appeared at either
of the apertures, so she covered up the
light once more and lay down agaim,
gizhing to think how rompled her cas-
tume wonld lcok in the morning. Now
ghe was resolved mot to go to sleep, if
force of will ecnld keep her awake. A
moment later she swas startled Ly some
one beating down the partition with an
ax. - She sprang up; and again the scarf
pulled her back. She untied it from her
wrist and noticed that daylight flooded
the compartment., This amazed her.
How could it be- davlight so soon, im
northern Rnssiat After a breathless
pause there was a rap at her door, and
the voice of the conductor eaid: .
“PBreakfast at Lunga, madame, ta
three-qnarters of an hounr.”

““Very good,”’ she replied in English,
her voice trembling with fear. Slowly
she untied the scarf from the doer and
placed it in her hand bag. She shivered
notwithstanding her effort at self con-
trol, for she knew she had slept through
the night and far into the morning. In
agitation she unbuttoned her jacket
Yes, there was the letter, just where
ghe had placed it. She dare not take it
out and examine it, fearing still that
ghe might be watched from some nnseen
quarter, bat *“Thank God,"" she said to
berself fervently, ‘‘this borrible nightis
anded. Once over the frontier [ amsafe.”

(Continued next week)

—
—Pure Paris Green at P.H.Coad’s.

The Ganada Permanent and
Western Ganada Mortgage
Gorporation

G. H. HOPKINS, Agt. at Lindsay

Money to loan at very lowest rates
at any time, and terms to suit bore
rower. The Corporation being am
amalgamation of four companies and
having capital and assets of ovem
iwenty millions, is prepared to do
business on most advantageous
terms. Private funds if preierred.

G. H. HOPKINS,
Barrister, Lindsay.

Bicycles and
Hardware

The undersigned would intimate
to the residents of Cambray and
vicinity that he has added a full
line of General Hardware, Time
ware and Graniteware.

L

Bicycles

We are selling agents for latest
and best bicycles in the market.
We are handling the Cleveland
and Welland Vale Wheels. Also &
number of good second-hand bi-
cvcles in good repair.

Seeds

We guarantee our Grass Sceds
first-class in every way, and [ree
from obnoxious seeds. Prices

moderate.
T. R. JAMES,

CAMDRAY

LIFE and FIRE INSURANGE

Agent for the Sun Life Assur.
ance Company of Canada

The Sun gets up early in the moro-
ing, and led all Canadian companies
during 1900—amount of new busi-
ness taken and paid for being $10,-
500,000.00. Income, $£2, 790,000.00.

Fire Insurance

THE WATERLOO MUTUAL, noted
for its fair dealing and prompt set-
tlements: also the NORTH BRITISH
AND MERCANTILE, and other reli-
able companies.

MONEY TO LOAN at the lowest
current rates of interest.

OFFICE, rear of Dominion Bank
Buildings, where I will be personally
present on Wednesday and Saturday
of each week.

JOHN P. CUNNINGS.

____——__——:—'—Eﬂ

REAL ESTATE 5557

SOLD ON
COMMISSION

es for sale or to rent. They are pria—
cipally brick and well located. Prices
range from $1,000 to $4.000. I alse
have a number of choice farms te

the fact of her doing 8o would be strong
confirmation of her ignorance. She took
from her bag a scarf, tied one end ronnd
her wrist and the other to the door, 80
that it conld not be opened, should she
fall asleep, without awakening her. Be-
fore intrenching herself thus glie drern

did spy npon her,
dark scarf which united

the door.

In spite of the danger of her situation
ghe had the ntmost difficulty in keeping
awake. The rumble of the train had a
very somnolent effect, and once or twice
che started up, fearing that she had
been slumbering. Once she experienced
a tightening eensation in her throat,
and sprang to the floor, seeing the rising
gas, somzehow made visible, the color of
blood. The scarf drew her to her knees,
and for a moment she thought some one
clutched her wrist. Panting, ghe undid
the scarf and flooded the reom with
light. Her heart was beating wildly,
but all was still, save the ever present

her wrist with

the eyelids down over the Imzap anilultt
her room in darkness. Then, i atii «re-
they wond@ mot v 10|

rent or sell. They are well situated
and in a good state of cultivationy

Apply, 10w..g-:es

C. CHITTICK, Lindsay

WX
PAY

you if you intend building this
season to

ing
date planing mill, and can supply

that is mneeded for

everything
house-building at the very lowest
The best workmen, the

prices.
drvest lumber and satisfaction
guaranteed in every case. Eclarg-
ed i and new machinery

premises,
just added. All orders turned out

promptly.

I have a number of first-class hous—

-—m

consult me before mak—
cantracts. I have an up-to—
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