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INCONSISTENCIES.

REV. DR. TALMAGE IN HIS SERMON
DISCUSSES SOME OF THEM.

We Are Very Functilieus Abount Small
Things, But Neglectful of Affairs of
Great Magmitude—Fointed Eesmarks
That May Well Be FPendered Over by
FPeople of All Classes.

Washington, July 16.—Rev. Dr. Tal-
mage took for his text this morning
Matthew xxili, 84, *““Ye blind guides,
which strain at a gnat and swallow a
camel.”” He sald:

A proverb is compacs wisdom, knowl-
edge in chunks, a library in a sentence,
the electricity of many clonds discharged
in one bolt, a river put through a mill
race. When Christ quotes the proverb of
the text, he means to set forth the ladi-
erous behavior of those who make a greab
bluster about small sins ﬂuﬂ h.a.:;: no
B iation of great ones. my text a

ﬂ insect and a large quadruped are
. brought into comparison—a gnat and a
| camel. You have in museam or on the
desert seen the latter, a great, awkward,
sprawling creature, with back two stories
high and stomach baving a collection of
resarvoirs for desert travel, an animal for-
bidden to the Jews as food and in many
literatures entitled ‘‘the ship of the
desert.”” The gnat spoken of in the text
is in the grub form. It is born in pool or
pond, after a few weeks becomes a chry-
ealis and then after a few days becomes
the gnat as we recognize it. But the in-
sect spoken of in the text is in 1ts very
smallest shape, and it yet inhabits the
water, for my text is a misprint and
onght to read ‘‘strain out a gnat.”’

My text shows you the prince of inocon-
gistencies. A man after long observation
has formed the suspicion that in a cup of
water he is about to drink, there is a
grub or the grandparent of a gnat. He
goes and gets a sleve or strainer. He takes
the water and pours it through the sieve
in the broad light. He says, ‘'I would
rather do. anything almost than drink
this water until thls larva be extirpated.”
This water i3 brought under inquisition.
The experiment is successful. The water
rushes through the sleve and leaves
against the side of the sisve the grub or
gnat. Then the man carefully removes
the Insect and drinks the water in placid-
ity. But going out one day, and hungry.
he devours a ‘‘ship of the desert,’’ the
eamel, which the Jews were forbldden to
eat. The gastronomer bas no compane-
tion of conscience. He suffers from no
indigestion. He puts the Jower jaw
under the camel’s forefoot, and bis upper

THE WATCHMAN-WARDER

STRAINING OUT THE GNATS.|

q

saying, ‘“Go ye, and tell that fox.”” Mat-
thew Henry's commentaries from the first
page to the last corruscated with humor
as summer clouds with heat lightning.

John Bunvan's writings are as full of
humor as they are of saving truth, and
there is not an aged man here who has
ever read "*Pilgrim’s Progress' who does
not remember that while reading it he
smiled as often as he wept. Chrysostom,
George Herbert, Robert bouth, George
Whitefleld, Jeremy Taylor, Rowland
Hill, Ashael Nettleton, Charles @. Finney
and all the men of the past who greatly
advanced the kingdom of God consecrated
thelr wit and their humor to the canse
of Christ. So it has been in all the ages,
and I say to all our young theological
students, Sharpen your wits until they
are as keen as scimiters and then take
them into this holy war. It 15 a very
short bridge between a smile and a tear,
a suspension bridge from eye to lip, and
it is soon crossed over. and a smile is
sometimes just as sacred as a tear. Thele
is as much religion, and, I think, a little
more in a spring morning than in a
starless midnight. Religious work with-
out any humor or wit in it is a banquet
with a side of beef, and that raw, and
no condiments and no dessert sucoeeding.
Peopls will not sit down to such a ban-
quet. By all means remove all frivolity
and all pathos and all lightness and vul-
garity. Strain them out through the
sieve of holy dlscrimination, but, on the
other hand, beware of that monster which
overshadows the Christian ckurch to-day
—conventionality—coming up from the
t great Sabara desert of ecclesiasticism,
having on its back a hump cf sanctimon-
jons gloom, and vehemently refuse to
swallotw that camel.

Oh, how particular a great many
people are about the infinitesimals while
they are quite reckless about the magni-
tudes! What did Christ say? Did he not
excoriate the people in his time who were
so careful to wash their hands before &
meal, but did not wash their hearts? It
is a bad thing to bave unclean bands. It
ijs a worse thing to bave an unclean
heart. How many people there are in our
time who are very anxious that after
their death they shall be burled with
their faces toward the east and not at all
anxions that during their whole life they
should face in the right direction, so that
they shall come up in the resurrection
of the just, whichever way they are
buried! How many there are chiefly
anxious that a minister of the gospelk
shall come in the line of apostolic succes-
slon, mot caring so much whether he
comes from Apostle Paul or Apostle
Judas! They have a way of measuriag a
gnat until it 15 larger than a camel.

Again, my subject photographs all
those who are abborrant of small sins
whiie they are reckless in regard to
magnificent thefts. You will find many
a merchant swho, while he is so careful
that ke would not take a yard of cloth

!
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or.a deacon, or & minister of the gospel,
or & superintendent of a Sabbath school
turns out a defaulter, what display heads
there are in many of the newspapers!

t primer type. Five line pica.
Enuthur Saint Absconded,” "Elm*lﬂ?;
Scoundrelism,”” Religion at a Discoun
«“‘Shame on the Churches,’’ while there
are a thousand scoundrels outside the

church to one inside the church, and

«Paradise Lost,”’ whi'l;dha

condemns. Satan, gives such a gran e-

scription of him you have hard work to

withbheld your admiration. Ob, this

stralning out of small sins like gnats.and

this gulping down great iniguities like
|

The subject does not give the picture
of one or two persons, but is a gallery in
which thousands of people may seé thelr
likenesses. For 1mstance, all those people
who, while they would not rob their
neighbors of a farthing, appropriate the
money and the treasure of the public. A
man has a house to gall, and he tells hls
it is worth $20,000. Next day
the assessor comes around and the owner
says it 1is worth $15,000. The Govern-
ment of the United States took off the
tax from personal  ihcome, among other
reasons because so few people would tell
the truth, and many & man with an in-
come of hundreds of dollars a «ay made
statements which seemed to imply he
was about to be banded over to the over-
seer of the poor. Careful to pay their
passage from Liverpool to New York.

vot smuggling in their Saratoga trunk
{E:n gilk dresses from Paris and a half

dozen watches from Geneva, Switzerland,
telling the customs house officer on the
wharf, ‘“There is pothing in that trunk
but wearing apparel,’’ and putting a five
dollar gold piece in his hand to puncta-
ate the statement.

Described in the text are all those who
are particular never to break the law of
grammar and who want all their langu-
age an elegant specimen of syntax,
straining out all the inaccuracies of
speech with a fine sieve of literary ' criti-
cism, while through their conversation
go slander and innuendo and profanity
and falsehood larger than a hole caravan
of camels, when they might better frao-
ture every law of the language and shock
their intellectual taste, and better let
every verb seek in vain for its nomina-
tive, and every noun for its government,
and let every proposition lose its wvay In
the sentence, and adjectives and partici-
ples and pronouns get into a grand riot
worthy of the Fourth Ward of New York
on election day, than to commit a moral
inaccuracy. DBetter swallow a thousand
gnats than one camel

Such persons are also described in the
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One of those men engaged in such un-
righteous acts that evening, the evening
| of the very day when he watered tbe
stock, will find a wharf rat stealing a

first to smell carrion.
appointed detectives. I lay this down as
a rule without any exception, that those
people who kave the Imnost faults them-

under & surgeon's knife more bitterly
than did the Pharisees under Christ's
scalpel of truth. As an anatomist will
take a human body to pieces and put the
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health.
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pieces under a microscope for examina-

of w¥ast importance, are photographed in
the text.
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satire when we make the questions of

Trent Valley Naﬁgaﬁbu Go.

i DO AN’S KI})F{EY PILLS tion, so Christ finds his way to the heart | daily paper from the basement doorwsy | ing of others. From scalp of head to sole ronte, For further information apply to | Tﬂ;?e‘}x“;ﬂ'ﬁ‘;#uﬁl'-H: . of Boww .
f{. i ® | of the dead Pharisee and cuts it ont and | and will go out and eatch the urchin by | of foot they are full of jealousies and CAPT. J D. vﬂRCGE, iﬂi"*-'-ﬂfrr_'-. ik, Stabuch. Ty
¥ These conquerors of Kidney Ills are | puts it under the glass of inspection for | the collar and twist the collar so tightly | hypercriticisms. They spend their life in OWNER. LINDSAY P.O ;:':Isd‘;k!f'“-" end diseases of wom Teaphsme §
& making the rising generation healthy and | all generations to examine. Those Phari- | the poor fellow has no power to say that | hunting for muskrats and mud turtles ' M. | 08, —35.
I'i‘ ptrong. sees thought that Christ would flatter | it was thirst for knowledge that led him | instead of hunting for Rocky Monuntain = = ;_1'_1.' =
‘ ; u?{rs. G. Grisman, ses Adelaide St.,, London, | them and hcumplinmng th:i:m. a]:nd IL1‘1I_}|u:=rmr '. t? :':lht: diah;::‘esttj act; but gri n[ ;h(' Et:il_;-r eagles, always for something m?ankin- = — = — DRE:ﬁSH-H l_'::mf\, PHY 5ICIA
! = S s s Sk they must have writhed under the redbot | tighter and tighter, saying: “I have been 1 ctend of something grand. They look at | 7 Office and residence, Ru-~ = . Linim
O%Siy Eaighter, now 13 years old, has had | (0 U 1L G i fools, yo whited | looking for you a long while. You stolo | their neighbors’ Imperfections ihrough a |, g et Tankoat Otios 4“3
& consequence has always been poor. Two sepulchers, yve blind guides, which stialn | my paper four or five times, haven't you. | miscroscope and look at their own im- K a I‘ H at a L a e S J. SIM“SON, 'f:rm-.m.-.:-’ of Univ of Trini
h?x:-.f: _nf IJ}'JJE'S‘H_:xr:I‘.‘L"}‘ Pills have removed | gut a gnat and awallow a camel you miserable wretch?'’ And then the old perfections through a telescope . upslde Toronto Medica' Coliege of Puysmcians and Sox Hs
every symptom of kidney trouble, and restorgd Th R 6 S hier. wit] ol ther can | ; : : Ont. Late of Rockwnod Asvium, Kingwon
her to perfect health. I'am truly thankiunl for era are in our ¥ & great many | sL0OC gambier, Wi 1_ 3 ce Y _‘l"" down. PWEI]'E-F fanlts of their own do Truuk Sgrreon, Lindsay [ha g E!
1 the greout beoeft they have conferred upom | gnats strained out and a great many ' hear three blocks, will ery out, “Police, | not hurt them so much as one fault of S ars. 4th, 18910 na—
Bei. | camels swallowed, and it is the object of police!”’ That same man the evening of | somebody else. Their neighbors’ imper- EASON OF 18909. ~ - E
. - _ : ! this sermon to sketch a few persons who the day In which he watered the stock | fections are like gnats, and they strain | THE — . . ] &
are extensively engaged In that business. will kneel with his family in prayers and | them out; their own imperfections are E o, i Barristers, &L
E : T. ITINIDSA Y First, 1 remark that ail those ministers thank God for the prosperity of the day, | like camels, and they swallow them. _4 fﬂ;’_"# {[»"‘ N S i | 1
i x r &2 of the gospel who are very scrupulous then kiss his children good night with But lest too many think they escape m—ﬁ; ., \ : = H HOPKINS. Bami
£ Mﬂ a B v w_‘ § Ks about the conventionalities of religion, on air which seems %o say, ““I hope you | the scrutiny of the text, 1 have to tell e | (-L Solicitor for the Untario Bask yioe
. 59 LL b but put no particular stress upon matters | all will grow up to be as good as your | you that we all come under the divine T ! Loam st Lowest Brtes. Oce Ko, ¢ Wilism

| soush. G. B. HOPKINS.

' 17 3 Church services ought to be r ! time more prominent tban the questions FeETE T : L
P% E)} F IE ‘ {, L{ A hi BE RS grave and solemn. - There is no room for | No mercy for sins animalcule in propor- | of cternity. Come nos, let us all go into (LIMITED) P. DEVLIN, BARRIST
g i ' frivolity - in religious convoeation, but tion, but great lenicney for 3]1;35'5‘“11111 in- | the confessional. Are not all tempted to . * Salicitor, ete, Uounts Crwn AW
s prepared to farnish the people of Lind there are illustrations, and there are Iiquity. A poor boy slyly takes from the | make the question Where shall I live Clerk of the Peace Minday. Ut " [:
! a<v wmod sarrounding eountry with | byperboles like that of Chriat in the text basket of a market woman a choke pear | pow? greater thuni the question, Where DOUBLE TRIPS Em'k‘ e =

MONUMENTS and HEADSTONES, both

that will irradiate with smiles any in-
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telligent audience. There are men like

—saving some one else from the cholera
—and von smother him in the horrible

shall T live forever? How shall I get
more dollars here? greater than the ques-

On and after
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RUBT CHAMBERS

which draw the corners of the mouth
down and denounco: all those things
which bhave a tendency to draw the corn-
ers of the mouth up, and these men will

and to conierences, and to associations,
their pockets full of fine sieves to strain
out thHe gnats, while in their own
churches at home every Sunday there are

go to installations, and to presbyterie:, |

has been skilltul enough to steal 50,000
from the city, yon make a candidate for
the State Legislature.

There is a good deal of uncasiness and
nervousness now among some peobdle
in our time who have got unrighteous
fortunes—a great deal of "uneasiness
about dynamite. I tell them that God
will put under their unrighteous fortunes

my debts to man? greater than the ques-
tion, How shall I 'meet my obligations
to God? the question, How shall I gain
the world? greater than the gquestion,
What if I lose my soul? the question,
Why did God let sin eome into the world?
greater than the question, How shall I
got it extirpated from my nature? the
question, What shall I do with the 20 or
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