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(Continued from Page 1.)

towards making changes in the
spelling book, and soon We will be

spelling *‘thru’’ like the Toronto
World. Writing is going to ble; ?
ut

lost. art too, they tell us.
don’t believe, after all, that it 1is
worse than it was.”

Mr. Bryson: ‘let the subject
gtamd for a Yyear, and history can
be brought to bear and we can then
judge by the records. We want Ppu-
pils who can think and apply them-
selves.”’

Mr. Stevens: "I would like to
hear from some in the room who are
following out djfferent ways of teach«
ing writing.!’

Miss Adair : “I am trying to teach
the principles instead of the old
way, and there is a noticeable im-
provement. 1 teach from the black~
board.” .

Mr. Wilson : *‘I teach a different
system from that prescribed in the
copy books. It is the business col-
lege system. Excercises and letters
are put on the board. I find &

withhold pay from :
convention days if they do pot. , at-

tend the meetings. :
LITERATURE.

After recess the convention lis-
cened to a paper on 4l iterature”™ by
Mr. Duncan McDougall, of Lindsay.

This is a subject with no limit,
he said, In our schools. are found
those who have a nat tendency
to study the works of literature, and
we find also those who have no
natural liking for it. In the same
home one may spend the ovenings
and spare moments in poring over
the works ol poets or prosc writers,

while' another spends his time with|you

sports, and in that way misses much
of the best Lhat is to be had'in lifi,

The work of supplementary reading
in the schools can at best be im-
perfectly carried out, but it gives
the teacher an opportunity of guid-
ing the nfinds of his pupils, We,are
a reading people, and therc is much
literature available of a highly sat-
isfactory character, although a very
small percentage of people can judge

of the artistic or literary merit of | gets
it out and proceed. It is a difficult

what they read. The percentage 0
serious books sold is very small.
Fictign, and most of that of wvery

marked improvement.”

Principal Harstone : “Stress
gshould he laid upon good work. The
right thing is what should the done.
A good deal of faulty, work comes by
pot insisting upon accuracy.”’ :

The mecting adjourned until Fri-
day morning.

ADDRESS BY MR. LEAKE.

After opening excercises on Friday
morning, Mr. A. H. Leake was called
upon by Mr. Stevens, chairman, for
his address, according to the pro-
gram. -He exhibited some very inter-
éating specimens of decorative work
done by pupils in actual school study
without-gccess te the regular equip-
ment for practical education. His
talk was principally a Jdescription of
how the work is done. Some speci-
mens of picture mounting &nd hang-
ing, design work in paper, eic., wWere
shown. Work can be improvised
from material easily procured. A
rush mat made in the course™ of
nature study was a fine specimen,
the choice of celor as well as size
of stramds making variety, and caus-
ing nature study to have a larger
meaning te the pupil who did  the
work. ,

An interesting class of study work
is making blue prints of leaves and
sun: prints of thin pieces of wood
showing the peculiarities of the-grain
of the various woods. Such speci-
mens mounted in passe partout Imake
nice adornments for the school walls.
He concluded by recommending three
books which give information in this
kind of work, which .may be termed
art construction, viz: Prang’s lext
books on Art Construction ; School
Arts Book + and Raphia ,and Reed
Weaving, published by Knapp.

TEACHING GEOGRAPHY.

Mr. J. Murray Wilson read a paper
on ““The ecffect of the New Regula-
tions on the Teaching of Geography.”’
The outline of topics is selected with
a view to mental development.

The features of the ordinary local
forms are used as ¥mages of the
great world features of geography;
Thus there is a development = of the
power to imagine other places [rom
descriptions given. While political
geography predominated in  the old
regulations, now more attention is
paid to physical geography. Con-
tinents are studied as being divided
into the slopes, the basins, the high
eminences—the great rivers and
mountain ranges being dividing
lines. Then the influence of the sun
and the revolutions of the ecarth in
distributing light _L and heat are
studied, The new course comprises
political and mnatural geography,
general information, the naming of
the planets and stars of the first
magnitude, and other points neces-
sary to the proper understanding of
works of literature. The influence of
the workd’'s battles and diplomatic
contentions which have determined
the future of countries, and particu-
larly our own country. Mr. Wilson
closed with a glowlng picture of the
xeographical importance of our Can-
ada, a land calculated to hold and
produce men and develop a great
natiomality.

Mr. Knight complimented Mr. Wil-
son upon his excellent paper. Mr.
Stevens mentioned that some teach-
ers are carryving geography work in
advance of the grades for which the
regulations intend it. Before a short
recess he reminded the teachers that
the roll call was for the purpose of
reporting the abscntees to the
trustees of their sections, as the

Nearly every one likes a fine
hair dressing. Something to
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light character, is prevalent. The
| reading of this is like killing' time,
| and killing time is the most weari-
some and unsatisfactory labor in the
world.

There may be some benefit in aim-
less reading, but a definite course is
much better. :

Light reading has a bad effect up-
on the mind. There is such a thing
Las being spellbound with & story,
but when it is finished the reader
may not know what it is ahout or
who is the author.

Mr. McDougall gave instances to
show that voung people will become
weaker in mind every day by purs
suing a wrong ,course of reading,
and also cases where reading bad
hooks has led boys to worthlessness
of character. °

The student should be taught to
analyze the author’s meaning. He
should not. have the full run of the
supplemental reading, but generally

in choice of the course. The associa-
tion with good books, good charac-
ters, and good authors has its up-
lifting effect. There -may be good in
books ol a Hght character, but the
student mind should not waste time
in sifting the inferior works for a
few grains when there are so many
solid works at his disposal.

Reading gives one a *preponderant
advantage in the commercial world.
. Reading the best authors gives style
}in writing. Style doubles the force
of whatever is writ The mind is
enriched by the assimilation of noble
thoughts  expressed in choice
language. There is no better exer-
cise for a pupil than to express in
his own language what he has read.

Whatever is read should be thor-
oughly read, for only what is well
L done is done at all. Nowadays the
pace is so fast that it is necessary
to take every opportunity of teach-
ing the pupil the proper values of
things ; to know that true success
is not in rapid accumulation of
wealth, or in advancement by the
failures of others ; to be firm  and
true in times of prosperity as well
as adversity.

Miss M. Graham was to read a
paper on -the same subject, but she
had not brought it, expecting it to
come in the aftermoon, as indicated
on the program, She said that the
great end of teaching is to make
good citizens. Literature trains the
emotional nature. If the pupil learns
to love what is beautiful, to think
what is true, and do what is good,
their course in life would be right.

Mr. Jas. Colling : The public li-

braries contain much that is not fit
for pupils to read, the object of
most story writers being to produce
an exciting story. Something shotld
| be done,to limit the number of_books
the boys can get, or cut out: this
class of reading altogether.
. Mr. J. H. Knight : The members of
Ithr_- library board would Le glad to
get information as to how they can
best deal with readers. It is diffi-
cult to get them to read the 'better
class of books. It is difficult to get
working men to read at all, %ut if
they do rcad their tastes naturally
improve.

Mr. Rogers: The prevalence of
light literature is an argument in
favor of school libraries. The gov-
ernment should put a label of ingre-
dients on books as well as on patent
medicine bottles. Perhaps teachers
and librarians could understand each
other, and thus better direct the
vouth in selection of reading.

Mr. Walks : If left to select for
himself, a boy will take what he
likes. If he reads the newspaper the

choice. FEwvery school should have a

read. ;
Mr. Broderick : Against the char-|{ .
acter of many of books in the |

public libraries e

= N .

the teacher should guide the scholar.

sporting column will likely he his |

library of its own. Pupils keeping| o
up with modern fiction get into the| tph
habit of not remembering what they|

membering everything.

er has a poor memory,

toach memorization wgll.
to repeat a song, hymn,
‘scripture or quotations  of special
interest from the mnewspaper, will
help the memory. Pupils reciting
gshould face the school.
he should be allowed to think

he cannot
Learning
versea ol

position to be in, that of forgetting
what you wish to say before an
audience, but if the youthful train-
ing is right the public spcakers will
be a credit to the schools and
country. Familiarity with the sub-
ject makes it easier to keep to the
text. It is useless to memorize that
of which the mind does not grasp
the meaning. Unsystematic reading
is bad for the memory. The niemory

the day, for the mind is more Tre-
tentive when the body :is not fa-
tigued.

Mr. Knight complimented the writ-
er of the papetd and discussed some
of the questions it contained. Mr.
Hickson recommended review work
for memory study. Mr. Cornish
thought there were some false ideas
current as to memorization. Com-
mitting one poem does not mneces-
sarily make it easier’ to remember
another. Good memory depends up-
orni training the attention. What we
attend to we remember. Memoriza-
tion can be overdone. Just choice
passages should be memorized.

Miss Amy White : The plan I have
been foHowing is to put on the
board some short gem of thought in
verse or prose and leave it there
for a week or two so that all may
learn it.

Mr. Cornish referred to the prodi-
gious memory of Lord Macaulay,
which was_ developed by reading a
page and then seeing how much he
could repeat of it. In this way he
learned to attend to the sense of
what he read. He gave other in-
stances of similar expericnce.

Another teacher spoke of the aes-
thetic value of memorizing poetry.

Mr. Stevens believed in being able
to repeat the exact words of an
author, not in a blind way. There
is a good deal of heart training in
memorization. Geography may be
memorized in a blind way and the

mind be far from the thought. He
once asked a chiki, YWhat is a
spring 7’ The child was mentally

struggling for the words of the bhook
definition.

““Have you seen a spring ?'" he in-
guired.

”YEE."

“Tell us what you saw.”

“It was up in the woods here, and
it was water coming out of the
ground,” and that was as good a
definition as could be given.

The verbal expression is of little
value if the mind does not catch the
thought. One can learn to read a
book through rapidly and know all
that is in it. A course inscience
will compel the mind to remember
what is in a.book. That is a cram,
some will say. But once in the mind
and understood, the thought is nev-
er forgotten. If we can accomplish
what Macaulay did we should be
satisfied. .

Mr. Knight : “Is remembering hap-
penings of ¥ears ago and forgetting
recent happenings a defect of: the
miﬂd ?u

Mr. Stevens : It may be a proof
that ihe attention of the child is

ter than that -of a man in ad-
vanced life.”

PAPERS POSTPONED,

Mr. D. P. Smith was not present
to read his paper on ‘“The value of
a Library to a Public School,”” and
Dr. White could not be present to
read his paper on "‘Medical Examina-
tion of Pupils.”” Dr. White sent
word that he had muiled his paper
so it could be read. But the mails
had not wet delivered it. So these
two papers were postponed to mnext

Mr. J. H. Knight .was ra-grluuta&_ :

studies should be taken up early in}

municipality controls
and the of the schools a8
woll as education of the nhudun_m

the board the whole municipality

man of more than
ter, honest in business, energetic and
trustworthy, with a fair education,
and a knowledge of the importance
ol education. The ratepayers gen-
erally have too low an idea of the
qualifications necessary for a trus-
tee, and therefcre great care is ex-
ercised in the choice of candidates.
As a rule the ratepayers are rather
indifferent to the work of the trus-
tees. They never attend the board
meetiags. This apathy [fosters in-
difference in the trustée.

An unwise provision in the statute
allows any ratepayer to become @
trustee no matter what his asscss-
ment. There is no property qualifi-
cation required. The law simply re-
quires the trustee to. be on the as-
sessment roll. Separate school trus-
tees don’t have to own a foot of
land. It is a mistake. There should
be a property qualification. The
property owner will be more alive
to the needs of education than one
who has none.

Suitable buildings and equipment
must be provided, though the money
is generally limited. Buildings
should be up-to-date and grounds
attractive, for the child should be
taught ,to appreciate cleanliness,

be provided for healthful exercise.
All great schools and colleges gncour-
age athletics and physical culture.
The athletes are usually at the head
of their classes. The intellectual
side should not be neglected, neither
should the health of students be
neglected.

Proper maps should be provided for
schools, for a boy should not be ex-
pected to appreciate the greatness
of our country when it is represonted
to him on a diminutive map.

Considerations of relationship or
friendship should not be allowed 1o
hinder the trustees in selecting
teachers. They should* be selected
for their merit and be paid salaries
that accord with their worth.

Trustees should visit the schools
and keep interested ijjn the work
bping done, and use their influence to
educate our boys and girls to lead
in the many walks of life to which
they may be called. ;

Mr, Smale : We sometimes forget
that the trustee has a two-fold duty,
that is, a duty to the tax payer and
a duty to the child. At the teachers
meeting the idea was expressed that
there is nmothing that the teachers
suffer more from than the lack of
sympathy from parents and trustees.

It is true that we have allowed the
inspectors and teachers to simply
run the schools to their own taste.
The trustee was once'in priority, but
pnow it is diflerent. The trustees
have not kept in proper touch with
the schools, they have been careless.
1 hope the present organization . will
arouse the trustees especially to an
appreciation of the position they
occupy, and that they will focl it
their privilege to interfere in the
educational system. Some things
which demand criticism would not
need to be criticized if the trustees
were there at the inception of the
idea.

The attendance at this
should have been Dbetter.
trustee should enter upon the dis-
charge of his dutfes in the full know-
ledge of the large responmsibility of
- his office.

Mr. Hickson : The teacher has the
making of the young men and wom-
en, and the- responsibility of the
trustee comes next. Of course
first t force in education is
the home, but the schools come next.
The trustee has to sclect the teacher
and supply the proper equipment,
and must stand behind the teachers

meeting
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as representative to the Lindsay
public library board. T
Some discussion then took place
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order and beauty. Grounds should:

Every

the Toronto,

‘ture to the mind the utility of this
the | .
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public
schools are bad readers, had spell-
ers and bad calculators. The holi-
days mighl be divided so as to
shorten the summer vacation and
give a month in winter, say Febru-
ary. Then there would be ‘respite
from sweltering in summer and wad-
ing through snow in winter,

I move that in the.opinion of this
body the education act should he so
amended as to shorten the summer
vacation and allow for winter holi-
davs. i

The motion was seconded by Mr.
Hickson and carried.

Mr. Truman : My plea is for the
children. The teachers have enough
holidays. o

Mr. Staples: T would recommend
that the curriculum be shortened to
the essentials.

Someone suggested that: mone of
the trustees know what the curricu-
lum is and discussion should be left
until definite information should e
obtained.

Mr. O"Connor said that the rule
for compulsory attendance might
not be - applicable to the rural
schools, but it is necessary in the
towns. The reading of pupils is cer-
tainly bad and writing is worse.
The writing has degenerated on ac-
count of changes in the styvle so
often. The teacher who is a bad
writer will turn out pupils who are
bad writers. There are, no doubt,
two ways of looking at the curricu-
lum. The higher subjects are essen-
tial as well as the fundaments.

Mr. Truman moved, seconded by
Mr. O'Connor, *‘that while we ap-
prove of a curriculum broad enough
to give our youth a thorough and
comprehensive outlook, we insist and
demand that these supplementary
subjects shall not be so numerous as
to interfere with a thorough ground-
ing in the old standard subjects,
reading, spelling, writing and calcu-
lation.”’ The motion was carriced.

Mr. Truman mentioned that a res-
olution was passed at the last meet-
ing asking that the home work of
pupils be lessened, and Mr. Hickson
thought that the less home work
done the better if the teaching is
well done in the schools.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS.

By open vote the following officers
were elected for the ensuing year:
Mr. L. V. 0'Connor, Lindsay, presi-
dent § Dr. Wilson, Fenelon Falls,
vice.-president ; Mr. J. H. Staples,
Lindsay, ,secretary-treasurer, and-
Messrs. Sam. Truman, Kirkfield, and
Wm. Hickson, Bobcaygeon, on board
of management.

¥

Mr. Leake’s Lecture

A lantern lecture was pgiven on
Thursday evening by Mr. A. H.
Leake, of Toronto, who has had
supervision of the practical work in
the Macdonald schools. His subject
was ‘‘Practical Education.™
It would be impossible to give an
intelligent report of this cxcellent
lecture. One would have to see the
views in order to understand the re-
ferences of the speaker. However,
those who were present enjoyed a
treat, and were much enlightened as
to the character of the work done in
manual training and art work in
Ontario techmical schools, Ottawa,
Brantford, Guelph and
elsewhere, as well as in the United
States, ;England and ‘Japan. The
views of the boys and girls at work
and the samples of sir labor, pic-

ing of the rainbow.
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This man n, but he was w#o de-
lighted with the prosperous wiate of
things that he gave up too soon.
He forgot the labilities altogether,

He flourished the onewided statement.

proudly hefore his soul, saying,
“Soul, thou hast much ‘goods laid
up for many years.”” And the poor
goul, so accustomed to be deceived,
allowed herself to be deceived again
—f{or the last time. Oh, the soul’'s

incalculable wrongs !

OUR BESETTING SIN.

“What shall I do?’ How often
has that question been the begingping
of a new life! *“What shall we do?"
was the question that changed a. He-
hrew hakvest service into a Christian
Pentecost : and it bas been y repeated
ever since in all generations of the
conturies. Dut while one man asks
it, Jooking up to hecaven through his
tears, another asks it, counting his
hard gold. This man had prospered,
without growing wiser or better,
“‘The prosperityjof ifools shall de-

stroy them.'’ Wealth is neither good |
ness that thrills the hearts of the

It is only an in-
The

nor bad in itsell.
strument for evil or; for good.
piece of steel may be' welded into a
sword or a ploughshare ; a sword
leaving behind it wounds and tears
and graves, or a ploughshare fol-
lowed by springingicorn and golden
sheaves and songs of harvest; home.
And wealth may be an instrument of
hardness, of madness, of death, or
of charity, hope, and good-will.

“What shall I do?"” It may be
asked, not in view of wealth only,
but in view of talent, education, el-
oguence—any _ possession Ww¢ may
have. Our best gift may become our
besetting sin. 1Noah began to be
an husbandman.”” He had not been
spoilt for honest toil by his stay in
the ark, or by his view of God’s
marvellous Providence, and the shin-
He planted a
vineyard’’ ; he meant to  jmnake the
ecarth fairer, richer ; but **he drank
of the wine and was drunken.””” And
so was this rich farmer of the par-
able drunken. with the plenty of his
harvest-fields. “jWhat shall I do?”
he asked, but never thought of God,
never remembered heaven. It is the
most dangerous question in the
wmi'lq to ask, it we leave God out
of it.

GOD FORGOTTEN.

This man knew how to make up
his mind. He did not Dbelieve in

halting between two opinions. *7This
will I do: I will pull down my
barns.”” He was prepared to incur

expense, to make sacrifices of a sort.
But the expense and the sacrifice
centred in self, and returned to the
centre. He will build larger barns
—while there are empty storchouses
in the world—and worse still, empty

. He appropriates all, for-
getting God. He is very careful to
speak of ‘“‘My fruits.”” “My corn
and my goods.”

and rain and unceasing care nothing
to do with the fruitful fields and
garpered harvest ? But all worldli-
ness is practical atheism.

When he had doted on thq thought
of his overflowing barns and ®build-
ing schemes, he seemed to remem

his soul. Surely it is neither an)old

middle age. There is no trace of the

: mﬂmﬂmaypﬂh or
of the timid

' our help. No heart is lonely

Where does God,

the Partner, come in 7 Had His sun !a:umplishad. The special train con-

‘apprehensions of sunset
mi-!:t:'nt. drink, be murrn;:':-'
llut he knew ? 1t
L I

I-u.wﬂ;htnr A IIman

to bave as tenant for fifty years an

mh- stranger ? One whose language

has never understood and Yot
one with whose destiny he has ev-
to do ? To talk to a soul,
about eating, drinking, and mad
mirth ! No ; between this man and
his soul was a gul, akmost impass-

able.

%

thero is mo inevitablencss like the in-

evitable God. or late He must
vand he must be listenad to—
soul,

spent. Nothing can kill men’s greed
but God's grace ; mothing can 80
lessen intemperance as Lo be filled
with the Spirit ;: nothing can over-
come our pride and self-will like the
Crass.

A PRAYER.
Our Father, to-day we Jook up
unto the hills from whence cometh

that

has Thee for \Friend. Let the thought
of Thy love cheer us, and the know-
ledge of eternal goodness make us
glad, We would have all that is
sweet and true and bright in our
homes to-day, and realize <the glad-

angels of Heaven. May the unspea k-
able love be ours, and the strength
of soul that lifts us abpve the clouds
of doubt and depression. Lead us in
pleasant paths, and bid us hear the
music of the skies that cheers and
helps along every -league of the road
of life.
e

Well Done

The Ontario Government has given
J. R. Booth permission to cut pulp-
‘wood in the locality of the Montreal
River. In return Mr. Booth pays &a
bonus of $300.000 for the right to
cut, and in addition, will pay cuss of
40c a cord for/the spruce and 20c
per cord for all other wood taken
off. The Ross government disposed
of & number of pulpwood areas, but
it received no cash bonus for these,
and even the dues were 10c per ccrd
less than are to be paid in this case.
The cause of the difference in the re-
turns obtained is found in the fact
that the Ross government disposed
of lMmits by private bargain, while
in this case disposal was made by
public sale. In this matter, and in
securing the return of a large part of
the land grant voted the Port Ar-
thur branch of the Grand Trunk
Pacific, Mr. Whitney has done well.—
Weekly Sun.

EXCURSION OF LEGISLATORS.

Ontario legislators were on a trip
last week to the northern ter-
minus of the Temiskaming and Nor-
thern Ontario railway. The excur-
sion was for the purpose of acquaint-
ing the legislators with the needs
and possibilities of this new dis-
trict, and to give them the oppor-
tunity of seeing what has been ac-

sisted of five Pullmans and two din-
ing cars, and the excursionists num-
hered 1230. Premier Whitney, Hon.
Dr. Reaume and several other cabi-

wet ministers were .unable to go. Mr.

S. J. Fox, MP.P., and Mr. J. H.

ber  Carnegie, M.P.P., were with the par-

ty.
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