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 Hor highness <poke with slow tem had aided bhim in making. He | two. Now, my dears—I'm not going to | in1"

hosband condescends blandly evaded the curiosity of Mr. | highness either of yon—you are simply waiting to take Miss Baxter to the sta- | gware that her first danger was that

te m Lindsay. We %

fact, the princess had given to Jemnie
a8 her main reason for refusing the in-
vitation the excuse that she kmew no
| one in London. She had been invited
merely because of the social position of
thé prince in Vienna and was unknowm
by sight even to her hostess, the Duchess
of Chiselburst.

It is said that a woman, magnificent-
. 1y robed is superior to all earthly trib-
nlations. Such was the case with Jen-
pnie as she left her carriage, walked
| along the strip of carpet which lay
| across the pavement under a canopy
: and entered the great hall of the Duke
i of Chiselhurst’s town house, one of the
' huge palaces of western London. Noth-
' ing so resplendent had she ever wit-

[ must ask Fom to consider | 1D the l_ibra_rj'. the prince, with the dia- | prince has never said anythin me - ; :
nent with me at an end.” monds in his coat pocket, seated at the fhﬂt did not show his geﬁp ;fnvt: fu: :‘;’;rethtﬂltihi:n ff;:g : ;Egrz]c::ij
oy you will not dismiss me in | head of the long table. while the prin- | you, and if you bad overheard us you | here?” F "
ortless way, princess. I think I would not need me to tell younso. He “Or a more lovely hostess?'’ eaid the
i to a month’s motice, or 18 thinks Schaumberg—not that I ever | girl, looking at her visitor with undis-
g week'st" gaw the poor man, bnt he is bound to | gunised admiration and quite ignoring
<l ay yona year's salary or be an idiot or the prince wouldn’t be | the view.
wars. if that will content you. I jealous of him. As nobody bad stolen + The princess laughed, ani as they
o wish to deal harshly with yom, the diamonds after all this fuss, so no | now stood together on the Etalcony she
desire TOU O Jeave at once,”’ said one has stolen the affection of either of | put ont her hands, pu5heﬂ Jennie gently
rneas. who had little sense of vou from the other. I can see by ¢he | into the rocking chair again, seating
k.o thus thought the girl was way you look at each other thatI won't | berself jauntily on its broad arm, unE
«t when she asked for notice. peed to apologize for leaving youm alone | thus the two looked like a pair of mis-
k Daxter langhed merrily and re- together while I run np stairs topack.”™ | chievous schoolgirls, home at vacation.
when she was able to control her “Oh, but you are not going to leave | thoronghly enjoying their liberty.
“]do hate to leave the castle us!"’ cried the princess. “There! Now your are my prisoner,
hen things were becoming inter- «] ghonld be delighted to stay. but | about to be punished for flattery,’” cried
%l [don"t snppose I shall need there is no rest for the wicked, and I | the princess. *I saw by the motion of

it is to yo tion. -y 105 ~ : id i Jennie, a rapid blush flaming h N : ok
is your ad- = eopsiderable interest in you. Et‘g t:]:dv:ﬂi“:h it would perhaps be | two lone people who like each other i cheeke, sprang t[:} e ok i ‘;EE 11: -5 gome one who knew the Princess von
al here for our . slong the corridor this morm= g - CF S - 'rm_‘ in the pres- | immensely, yet who are drifting apart | ters on a table and opened the door 7 4 Steinheimer would call upon her, bat ¥E &
e and large buy- | “heard your voices in most ami- } L Lo whl:;tmfﬂ 2 P:;‘:F?& through foolish misunderstandings that { The visitor entered, looking charm- /; on the valid plea of fatigue from hes s
us to give voy , joversation- Mr. B;iggg — Hhéﬁgn : bl;nttere-:? a few words would Pdt'tizht if either | ing enongh to bea princess of fairyland, : J?::;n?“sha mﬁmﬁ that under o Sl
&k & - i y0U sufficient interest in our T tha:t e hﬁd 111 m: Df}:n‘l‘l had sense enough to speak them, | and greeted Miss Baxter mcst cordially. s a th 25 see any visitor, T §
cheaper than i fo stopand listen to what We Py stolen the { which you haven't, and that's why I'm “I am so sorry yonm are leaving."’ sl end thus shipwreck was avoided at the B
: Steinheimer 1" stones. here to k th : y yon are leaving. she outset. It was unlikely that the Princess << PR
Pipcess VOB =EE T oming inso- | The important gathering took place d Blpﬂa them for you. Now. { eaid. ‘““Cannot you be persuaded to von Steinheimer was known i i A
| Now you are becoming madame, I am ready to ewear that the | change yonr mind and stay with met to many who would attend the ball—in ': : f + ;
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away in spite of your diemissal,
prince this morning offered me-
mes the amount of money you are

h!!ll

ression on him.""
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sured he did.  If you don’t be-
pe, 2k him. I told him he was a
hat, alas, we live in a cynical age,
men believe all they hear, do I
37 expreasion of opinion made lit-

2 "11-2"-: keep you longer from his
#s," said the princess, with freez-

ling most interesting to tell me.

jou think yourself, princess, that
acts rather like a fool when be is

in love "

“Ipress tonight

§
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the
F“: missin

"F"‘ laughed,
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youso much. I am just dy-
) meet him, for I know he has

T hought,” said Miss Jen-

¥ thmm' ds pever ieft the bank. | but what I bave to say Lksd better be

e hulﬂmts of servants which | said with as few hearers as pessitle. |

round her didn’t know : ghould be much obliged if this young

. left away from Vienna and

Then, when the dia- | in another room. ™

g, they completely

tle has not t;l'.-at any one in | eoldly, *“‘is secretary to her highness
such mach wits to spare. [ |and is entirely.in ber confidence. "’

: an incompetent lot."" y

ll mated! The prin- | much money you
of ; onor of being
Tthlﬂk of that! As if it
, II ghonld take any in- | but did not answer.
Tinp. have seen real men

7 ﬂ.ﬂe; me the h

hat, Young hg;t;ﬁ'ﬁng yourself

% I somy 2 me. Yon peedn’t | vant may be toa trained
i “Bu:-;h}:t Trained donkeys! Do you

- Offer.” OW you did make | know where the diamon
“Yes, [ do.”’ answered Cadbury Tay-

}it'tle mischief | ior, still imperturhahle. in spi

"1 el hep v Prince in anger. | provocation he was rec

ot

S0 Wish to stay ang | doubtless in secn
Snent ™

«“Enouoh of this fooling. There are the
diamonds " cricd the prinee.

ceas sat at the foot, as far from her hus-

Muim was no reply, and the | pand as she could conveniently get
i the room. Miss Jennie | without attracting motice. Miss Baxter
t im‘.' feet and almost ran to |stood npear a window reading- an im-
' Sze found the prince walk- | portant letter from London which bad
2 down the long room with & | reached her that morning. The tall,
‘A leseage in his hand.
I;: amost wenderfnl young | came in together, the London man bow-

mid; “read that.”
ien tod 20 by more observ- | Mr. Briggs took n ceat at the side of the
aif you, Prince yon Steinhei- | table, but the detective remained stand-
I mthﬁ girl. taking the tele- | ing. looking questioningly at Miss Bax-
A from the manager of the | ter, bat cvidently not recognizing her
s Vemm, and it ran: “Special | as the lady who bad come i upon M%

ves with package by the | and his friend when they had entered

| thin detective and the portly Mr. Briggs

ing gravely to the prince and princess.

the train.
I beg the pardonm of ycur hizhness,

person would read her correspondence

«“The young woman, " said the prince

The detective, apparently unrufied
by the discourtesy he met, bowed pro-

Perhaps, I have not wits | foundly toward the prince, cleared his

s thag iﬂﬂiat my wife cares for | throat and began.
- Is that why you gave

“May I agk your highness, " he gaid,

addressing himself to the princess, ‘‘how
just before

yon left Vienna T ; _
The lady looked up at him insurprise,

do with the loss of the diamonds?”

Tegarded her with his most | rapped out the prince, his hot temper

getting once more the better of him.

b m
= t::fei_l‘? h!ﬂlher that you | tion.™
2 4 Umes the amonnt of

eiving.

s \Well, where are they 1
«They are iD the vat

«What!'* zeared the PT

“In heaven's name, what has that to

Cadbury Taylor spread out his hands
and shrungged his skoulders in protest

ctine ¢ 1 take it as the reverse ! at the interruption. He spoke with def-

«+Questions which seem to you irrele-
mind wost —

te of the

its of your bank

must get back to London. "

With that the girl ran to her room
and there reread the letter she had re-
ceived. It ran:

Dear Miss Baxten—We are In » veory
considerable dilemma here, so I write to ask
you to return to London without delay, go
ing back to the Tyrol later on to finish the
investigation of the diamond mystery. The
Duchess of Chiselhnrst is te give a greal ball
on the 20th. It is to be a very swagger afTair,
with notables from every part of Europe, and
they seem determined that no one connected
with a newspaper shall be admitted. We havo
get at work every influence to obtain an invi
tation for a reporter, but without success, the
reply invariably given being that an official
account will be sent io the press. Now, I want
you to set your ingenuity at work and gam
admittance if possible, for ; am determined to
have an account of this ball
way that every one who reads it will know
that the writer was present. 1f you can man
aze this, [ can hardly tell you how grateful
the proprietor and myself will be. Yours very
trely, RapsorR HARDWICK.

Miss Jennie Baxter. sat for some mo-
ménts musing, with the letter in “her

{ hand. Suddenly her eyes lit up, and ghe

sprang to her feet

«What a fortunate thing it is," she
cried alond. “‘that I did not send on the
refusal of the princess to the Duchess
of Chiselburst! 1 had fergotten all
about it till this moment. "

1L —The Duchess ofChisefhrst  Be

[Coprright. 1900, by Robert Barr.]
The room which had been allotted to

' Jcnnie Baxter in the Schloss Stein-

heimer enjoyed a most extended out-

i look. A door window gave access toa

ctone balcony. which hung against the

! castle wall like a swallow’e nest at the

eaves of a house. This balcony was Just
wide enough:to.give amplespace for
one of the easy recking chairs which
the princess had imported from America

| and which Jennie thought were the

only really comfortable pieces of furni-

 ture the old stronghold possessed. much

as she admired the artistic excellence
of the medizeval chairs, tables and cab-
inets which for centuries had served
the needs of the ancient line that had
lived in the schloss. The chair was as
modern as this morning’s daily paper.
its woodwork painted a bright scarlet,
its arms like broad shelves, its rockers
as sensitively balanced as a marine
compass—in fact, just such a chair as
one would find dotted round the vast
veranda of an American sminmer hotel

marked the turbulent course of the
foaming Adige, the lofty mountains
all around or the farther snow peaks,
dazzlingly white against the deep bla
of the sky.

One of the epistles which lay on her

<| lap was the letter she had received from

¢he editor recounting the difficulties he
had met with while endeavoring fo
malke arrangements for reporting ade-

joce, Spring-

caced her with nncancealed relnctance.

written in suach a 1

‘the chair that you had just jnmped up
from it when I disturbed yonu, so there
yon are back in it again. What were
yon thinking about® A rocking chair
lends itself deliciously to meditation,
and we always think of some one very
particalar as we rock.”

“] am no exception to the rule.’
gizhed Jennie. *‘I was thinking of you.
princess.

+“How nice of you to say that, and. as
one good turn deserves another, here is

in my thoughts. "

As she spoke the princess took from
her pocket an embossed case of Russia
leather, opened it and displayed a string
of diamonda lustrous as drops of liguid
light.

remembrance of our diamond mystery;
also 1 confess that I want you to think

to be ferzotten: that is why I chose dia-
cronds. ™’

Jennie took the string, her own eyes
for a moment rivaling in brilliancy the
sparkle of the gems; then the moisture
obsenred her vision, and ehe antomatic-
ally poured the stenes from one hand
t5 the other, as if their scintillating
glitter hypnotized her. She “tried once
or twice to speak, but could not be sure
of her voice, so remained silent. The

lifted the necklace and elasped it round

the while with nervous haste.

«There! You can wear diamonds.
gnd there are so many to whom they
are unbecoming. I also look well in
' diamonds: at least so I've been told
over and over again, and I've come to
believe it at last. I suppose the young
men have not concealed from you the
fact that you are a strikingly good
looking girl, Jennie. Indeed, and this
iz a brag, if yon like, we two ressm ble
one another enough to be sisters, nearly

end hair. Come to the mirror, Miss
Handsomeness, and admire yonrself. "

She dragged Jennie to ber feet and
drew her into the room, placing ber
trinmphantly before the great looking
gless that reflected back a fall length
pertrait.

“‘Now confess that youn never saw i
prettier girl,” cried the princess glee-
fally.

T don’t think I ever did,”" admitted

handed them back to the princess.

«You are very, very kind, but I can-
not accept so costly a present.”

“Cannot? Why? Have I cfiended
you by anything I have said since you
came?”

“*Oh, no, nc! It isn’t that.™

«What, then? Dou't you like me.
after allt”

«Like you? I love you. princess!”

princess, noticing her agitation. gently !

the girl's white throat, chattering all

the same height, ihe same color of eyes !

sennie set about the construction ef a
ball drcss.

tion, and the girl bade goodby to her
hostess with a horrible feeling that she
was acting disloyally by one who bad
befriended her. In ber hand bag was
the invitation to the ball, and also the
letter she had written in the princess’

proof that a certain young lady bas been . pame, accepting it, which latter she

posted in Meran. In due course ehe
reached London and presented herseif
to the editor of The Daily Bugle.
««\Well, Miss Baxter,”’ he said, *‘you
have been extraordinarily successful in
solving the diamond mystery, and I con-

] want you to wear these stones in , gratulate you. My letter reached you, I

suppose. Have you given any thought
to the problem that mow confronts us?

of me every time you put them on. See Can you get usa full report of the

how conceited I am1 One does not like : o\ ©cincingly that all the guests who

Duchess of Chiselhurst’s ball, written

read it will know that the writer.was-
present 1™

It is all a question-of . meney, .Mz
Hardwick."

**Most things are. Well, we are pre-
pared to spend money to get just what
we want.”’

““How much?"

«W hatever is necessary."

«*That's vagune. Put it into figures.”

«Five hundred pounds, £700, £1,000
if need be.”

It will not cost youm £1,000, and it
may come to more than £500. Place
£1,000 to my credit, and I shall return
what is left. I must go at once to Paris
and carry ont my plans from that city. "

“Then you have thought out a
gcheme? What is it?”

«] have not only thought it out, but
most of the arrangements are already
made. I cannot say more about it. You
will have to trust entirely to me."”

“There isa good deal of money at
gtake, Miss Baxter, and our reputation
as a newspaper as well. I think I should
know what you propose to do.”’

«“Certainly. I propose to obtain for
you an accurate description of the ball
written by one who was present.”

The editor gave utterance toa sort of
interjection that always served him in
place of a langh.

«In other words. you want neither
jnterference nor advice.”

“Exactly, Mr Hardwick. Yom
kncw from experience that little mond

be gaid. The thousand peunds shall he
placed to your credit at once What
next?”’ -

«+On the night of the ball I ehonld
like you to have three or fonr expert
shorthand writers here. I don’t know
how many will be necessary. Yon un-
derstand more about that than I do.
But it is my intention to dictate the

nessed or even imagined as the scene
which met her eye when she found hexr-
self about to ascend the broad stairway,
at the top of which the hostess stood te
receive her distinguished guesta. Early
as she was, the stairway and the rooms
beyond seemed already thronged. Splen-
did menials in gorgeous livery, crimsom
the predominant color stood on eack
step at either side of the stair. Uni-
forms of every pattern from the gor-
geous oriental raiment of Indian princes
and eastern potentates to the more
gsober but scarcely less rich apparel of
the diplomatic corps, ministers of the
empire and officers, naval and mik-
tary, gave the final note of magnificent
ahd picturesque decoration. Like trop-
jcal flowers in this garden of color were
the ladies, who, with easy grace, moved
to and fro, bestowing a smile here and
s whisper there, and yet, despite ber
agitation, a hurried, furtive glance
around brought to Jennie the comvie-

tion that she was perhsps the khert
gowned woman among that assemblage

of well dressed people, which recogni-
tion somewhat calmed her palpitating
heart. The whole environment seemed
unreal to her, and she walk=d forward
as if in a dream. She heari some one
cry, **The Princess von Steinheimer ™
and at first had difficulty in realizing
that the title, for the moment, per-
tained to herself. The next instant ber
band was in that of the Duchess of
Chiselhurst, 2nd Jennie heard the lady
murmur that it was good of her to

come so far to grace the occasion. The
girl made some sort of reply which she

found herself unable afterward fo re-
call, but the rapid incoming of other
gnestuledhe:tuhopethnt if she had
used any unsuitable phrase it was ei-
ther unheard or forgotten in the tension
of the time. She stood aside and formed
one of the brilliant group at the head
of the stairs, thankful that thisg first
ordeal was well done with.

Her rapidly beating heart had now
opportunity to lessen its pulsations, and
as she soon found that she was practi-
cally unnoticed her natural calmness
began to return to her. She remember-
ed why she was there, and her discern-

ing eve enabled her to stampona reten-
tive memory the various particulars of

so nnaccustomed a spectacle, whose very
anfamiliarity made the greater impres-
gion on the girl’s mind. She moved
away from the group. determined to
gannter throngh the mnumerous rooms
thrown open for the occasion, and thus,

.8 10 be suppo z ; .1 | In this chair sat Miss Jennie. two open :
fine ged th . less with a tounc ; - o
cellence. ':: 0 such a ninny asﬂ :'nlnh;:: {E);Ereﬂﬂ;u:‘;; i:]:lezg ttl:fne‘ Jetters on her lap and perplexity in the | Jennie, but she was looking at the comes of talking tm; ?}3".1.] Bl as it were, get her bearings. In a short
ity IS iy €8! And she has haughti- "Ip accustomed to be listened to dainty little frown that faintly rufled | jmage of the princess and notat her | Project g?t }'eﬂ comp EdL sy N e niic il
lass pOpuI:lnf)' , " e, if you please.”’ s with al;atiencg and am generally al- | the smoothness c_:-f her fair brow. The | own. The princess laughed, bot Miss ﬂT:;‘: inﬁgrfurr:?siemnﬁ:en ts ]:hn;l:l?ﬁ ghe beman to feel very much at hﬂl;tﬂ in
ractical tes:s- Itgfﬂh 37 What have you] lowed to tell my story my own Wway. |scene from the high balcony was one to | Baxter seemed too much a ffected by the ;‘ . g the Jofty. crowded salons, pausing evem
Y e l; hery : your highness." be remembered: but, although this | nnexpected present to join in the merri- u"{ier well. then: it shall:begssan © v a_selection which a military
ncy has long smce and it : most innocent re- «“What I complain of is that you are | was her last day at the castle, the girl | ment. She regarded Lerself solexnly in | [::huu 1 hane‘ TR ';';ﬂ', el - " nertiv concealed in the foliage,
_ s tand that 18 the trath : ; ¢ all, bnt are ask- | saw pothing of the pretty town of | the glass for a few moments, then By £ il « .- vondering in a mesterly manner, led
3 Canada Eng : & honesty ; , too. which | not telling any stery 2 J : . Lk chare the responsibility ef failmre wit: ey Ing sterly m
_ ol s . %ty is not always the | ing instead & very jsspertinent ques- B:Iemn so far below, the distant ehglk slowly nndid tl.m‘ clasp, and, shpping you, but if you prefer to talke the whole LY L duess { mon~ impresario of the
i other countric> . lime down the slope beyond which | the string of brilléants from her neck. | J. " conrgeif there is ncthing more to day- Tie - rote 1 obability of meeting

any cne Lere who knew the princess re-
assured her, and there speedily came
over her a sense of delight in all the
kaleidescopic dazzle of this great en-
tertainment. She saw that each one
there had interest insome one rlce, and,
to her great relief, fonnd herself left er-
tirely alone, with reasonable nssarnsne?
that this remoteness would continne 1o
befriend her until the final rontiet of

“1 seom t?“ to apply the cley- | in Vienna.™ 1 : ’ . i 3 . . report right along as fast as I can talk : :

, , < etole them, | gquately tbe Duchess of Chiselhurst’s | cried the girl im alsively. throwing her port rig llong can = on—a tricd

_ ;ha barm ?:'E”ﬁ to the undo- “I dont believe it. WO ball : the other was the still unanswered | grms roand the -:l:ther‘s :feck. until it is finished. and 1 don £ wihcd :?ﬁﬂt;%]élzzm?;e::a_b:hz ?‘m ,_;t:: «f

innieR 2 Angeq a7e so light | then? ¢ there by ber high- | invitation from the duchess to the The princess tried to langh as she to be stopped or interrupted: so I want which she resclutely put aw:y fre.: he T

Toronta, Wirnt A I? 1am ““They were PU" © ° © oieinheizmer. | princess. Jennie was flattered to know.| pressed Jennie closely to her, but there | the best stenographers yon have. They | cting to the luck. that hud Litix:is
and Vancouver : : ordered to Joave | Dess the Princess ¢ e that already the editor, who had en | wasa tremor of tears in the langhter. are to relieve one another ;_[ﬂsl: as if " ﬂgsgrt ed her
Ry e e ifl ana Shiy were daking dows & RAERAREAET o '
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..,._:'.l..r- - |
.

]
_— AT .
Iy - ‘ -‘l W
i e st 4F A

.
! s i Ak i e g - P _
N L . ¥ 1 L} L = 3 Rl 5 k -, el [
LI , i 1 it = F r iy o . 5 - My T a iy 2l il 3 |
| 1 = - 3 Sl . e p - Wby 4% 1 i = -
g e m e gl iy =k LE E L] k o ute - | T ek b ’ ATy L A —_— - R R iy = L Raduy . kg
wray g bl Wl g e iR Vit L e e el T ST R - . oy " s e A s Tnan e g L . - i .
iy s o ok e f ¥ . : . . ! J ik 5, 1 . s St iy ¢
! LT g ol 5 = s =i oo il i B d jds PR i ® wr g = i e 1 o e SR T 3 B i
] v R . i P . £ i f S e " F - = 3= TR e - e _1 - E - Er e iy b+ - b gt
2l I L] T = ’ o . - T " 3 ¥ ey | R oa § ¥ TS Lk -
il P 5 - - i e o el ol 5 Lo ' 1 Bq 4 ¥ » 2 % g
4 1 L . s 'm AR e e 2 T a1 Eiale] (e gl | R : b ¥ B g i i) L i i
" - | 3 == I . s T i i - b
r o i k. L] i i 1 - il i i " [ R 8 P P % e o
A u 5 - e ¥ i L L [T - i i L 1 y L
Ty yensd s - g o L — . ! Bias . kg4 g i iy i R L R P | 17 L e ol A
- - - -] b - - - . & - = -] e e ol - -

[

T e i |

ey, ST RN A, T

e s e - St b
. =il ol 1



