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also that Mr.
emarter. What his object might have
been in spreading an evil reputation for
Bercombe I could not guess, but that
he had an object, and a material one,
I did not doubt for 2 moment.

Though I bhad introduced the idea

to Sercombe’s notice, and the introdue-
tion bhad bad its effect, I had not yet
givea shape and substance to my plan
of setting off the one scoundrel against
the other. I foresaw that I could Im-
prove my own position very substan-
tiaily by this system of balance, and I
dotermined to go now forthright to
Hood on the same errand. He had
failed me In the morning, but perhaps
he weuld bave grown wiser in the
course of the day's imprisonment.
*Thers is nothing like solitude and the
opportunity of refleetion to bring a
man te prudence, and now, too, I had
seen Sercombe and had a genuine offer
to consider. I came to the conclusion
that, after all, Hood would not prove
obdurate and that the end of the war-
fare was almost in sight,

In some such mood as this I made
the journey to the keep, flattering my-
self with the success of my diplomacy
and complacently contemplating an
bonorable settlement which would rid
us of our troubles, banish these wretch-
ed intrudersiand leave us to the com-
fortable enjorment of our share in the
treasure of the Vyvians.

Dinner was over. The clock in the
hall had chimed half past 8. I expect-
ed Sercombe at 9 o'clock and must
hurry to secure tl:e interview before
that. I entered the dungeon carefully
and locked the door belind me, as was
my custom. Then, turning, I cast the
light toward the boies upon which
Hood had sat.

He was not there. Hastily I flashed
the lantern round the walls. Thers
was no sign of Hood. The dungeon

wa3i empty.

CHAPTER XYV.
stared at the blank stones, but
they returned no sign from their
unavailing grayness. The silence
bezan to speak in that gloomy
place. Llecovering myself, I put down
the lantern and considered. First I
put the key in my pocket, a definite
precaution which was to influence

strangely the history of this narrative. !

It was not conceivable that any one

could have opened the heavy door ' I strode along at a sharper pace, light-

when it was locked, yet the prisoner
was gone. “If bhe is gone,” said I
aloud in order to reassure myself, “he
must needs have gone by some hole.”
That was incontrovertible. I decided,
too, that the means of escape must lie
within the dungeon. Once more I in-
spacted the huge oaken door and shook
my bead. Was there any flaw in the
wood? Perchance there was a secret
epring ino a panel. I went over the
Burface carefully, but found nothing.
“Yery well,” said I, “I will unriddle
this or be hanged for a felon,” and I
g2t to work upon the walls. Inch by
inch I passed the masonry under my
scrutiny, but made no discovery. *I
will go over it again,” I declared des- '
perately and resumed my work from
the beginning. I had not reached a
point very far from the door on this
second round of investigation when
my glance slid off at a venture and al-
most mechanicaliv rested upon the
treasure chests. Something unfamiliar
In their appearance vaguely persisted
In my thoughts. I left off fumbling
with the wall and stood gazing at
them. They took my eves with inter-
est, and, crossing the room, I shed the
light upon the cases, fingering the gold
pieces under the broken lid. One, two,
three—they stood exactly as—no, that
was the point. They had been moved!
With a pew zest I examined tie floor,
and, sure enough, one of these chests
bad been pulled out from the wall as
far as its own width. I peeped over it,
filuminating the space beyond. The
slab of stone which the box had cov-
ered was like the other flags that made
the door of the dungeon. 1 leaned low-
er. aml, sitting crossways on the chest,
pushed the slab with my foot. It
clanked dully to the kick of my heel;
but, what was even more amazing to
me, It seemed to shudder and tremble
beneath me. Fully aroused to action, 1
flung mysclf over and alighted with

both feet hard uponm the flooring. In
anotiicr moment I"was tipped forward
aml felt myself falling precipitately
upon my face. Catching at the chest

with one hand, I saved myself, but Iin
the eort the lantern fall from my
hand and went out,

slowly 1 groped In the darkness and
Biruck a match, relighting the candle,
Then I turned to the slab of stone,

It lay open, displaced, one end pro-

trudinz upward, and, as I saw, had
twistel on some kind of axle. E-Elﬂwi
was disclosed a great mouth of dark-
ne=s<

“"Come,” said I to myself, “I think 1

know where friend Hood Is, and this
begina to get interesting.”

I felt In my pocke:t where my re-
voiver lay safely, aad, selzing the can-
dle, plunged into the evi looking hole.
A stairway of stone ran downward,
but very steeply, and I had the utmost
difficulty in preventing myself from
pitching forward against the rough
masonry of the opposite wall The

 cumbered the footway.

word spoken upon either side until

ble manner.

The slab of stone lay open.

G s | inn and reach-
this way that Hood had éscaped? It lika building beyond the
seemed certain, and, if so, there was , ©d D¥ a flight of wooden steps outside.

The room was large and airy and had

nothing for it but to pocket my chagrin,

g0 back and communicate my melan- | evidently not been used for a granary

. eing | these many years. Indeed, it bore the
cloly news to my friends. =t [ plain marks of recent habitation, and

my steps, I shut the door and proceed-
ed to reclimb the stairway, but in the | it C2Ile across me that maybe this had

act of doing so I paused, for the lan- i! E:ﬁ:ﬂth‘ hiding place of the Greek

tern flashing on the obscure corners re- |
vealed to me a second flight of steps : Into tlf:is cell the Greeks thrust :;

leading still downward from this level, | 22 locking the door behind them,
Without hesitation and moved by some @ 2PPeared, leaving me to my own reflec-
excitement I abandoned my first jnten- | 100S- That these were not cheerful I
tion and plunged down this new Well. | need not assure you. Although I was
The second flight led downward even | but partially awakened to my misfor-
farther than the first, and must, 7 '92& I bad ne difficulty in seeing
reckoned, bave brought me under the Voither ittended. Hood, as I now per-
foundations of the castle. At the bgt- cCc.ved» had discovered the secret gal-
lery and bad made his escape by that

tom I was in a square, damp hole, and and mot by the sally port. But why

' before me stretched a tunnel thé height | s e Mingering about the entrance te

of a tall man and very black and miry. '

The thought of entering upon that (o€ Passage? And how came he in

4 momentary pause, but, dissipating | Eiﬁg latedththia piﬂb;‘i for five

my forebodings, I marched forward | R ére the “f"d“’ Iﬁ HII ﬂjﬂ’-’m

and was soon buried in the bowels of | OR meé and, 1 will confess,

the earth. | fairly turned my stomach. Through
| the, gallery lay the one road to the

i The tunnel was barely six feet in | treasure, and Hood and I were the

height, and I was bbliged to walk with ,only two people in the drama whe .u

h 1 -
a slight stoop. To add to my discom | kmew that. My seizure meant, then,

h'

gether of huge stones, was very wet, .
| and water trickled at intervals on my  20d Bis enterprise. The treasure of the
' Vyvians was at his mercy.

1

head. Moreover, I was being grad- |

ually coated with filth from the sticky |

natt;-& of the clay tbri:ugh which tti | Bpun out the ':.'E“E:,' part of an hour, at

gallery was driven and which had, in ;gg;:;l “: ':Emg e tgeskey "hﬂ“m

the course of time, percolated between ly In the door, and Sercombe en-

the stones. But I was now resotyed 4o | tered, bearing a heavy lamp. This he

see the end of the adventure and so I | set down upon the rude bench table
| and turned to me, seating himself in a

pushed on, undeterred by the incom- ;
veniences and almost oblivious of my | ;;":r #nd disposing himself with com-

fears.
; nanied | 1 regret, Mr. Greatorex,” said he
m: l:?:?.::m T;_::EEEEE :ﬁg:";ga’;lﬁ suavely and pulling at his cigar, with
- & :  bis hat on the back of his head, “I re-
: gret that I am somewhat late to my
ing my way as well as I could with the 2
lantern and stambling at intervals over | &Tﬁ?‘:g;k‘w;ﬂ} rn:'.: : "It Was 1o bave
the debris of earth and stone which § Now IE reealledan;:?l;at, to say the

I
gone some 300 yards in tht;:uiaﬁ.:: [ E“tha I had completely forgotten in
e advent
om0 20 the s g | LIS T b i
ing lighter. Some time afterward I Brempiy il tJ;:t . !tﬁ . such an
discovered ahead, but shining as it Eﬂptilmteltcemad denee(?l; Et?} r‘:!;]i Eﬂ
seemed from a great distance, a point r
of brightness that grew as I advanced., | ﬁeéf:f‘::;;‘: };h:?p?mt d:plnmlcr
This was undoubtedly the mouth of the ! fﬁﬂure gk 1‘.:& ace of my dis-
tunnel, and, assured now of reaching 1“” S nd and sprawl-
some goal and no longer oppressed by | ‘zﬁﬂlﬂtﬂ;ﬂ'mr u:af-a Wg: ;rwt to dtaka:
n, and so

the terror of that dismal dlley, I in- | g
creased my pace, moving forward to | ;?;::];111 as calmly and as politely as

the light with a cheerful alacrity. s :

Thus I drew near to the jaws of that ] .ﬂl nku !tam ﬂ:gt. . !uaid L
exit and came presently from the gal- gﬂmm “f;i'h ':ltéhlke you, I have
lery itself into a wider space of cavern | d nrn?t npﬂ.\rm ,,l'y yed. So please
facing the heavens and rained upon by | i Emuenﬁ his f d
e e Un Rillow, Wiwal | o T RIERCA e wis
and hidden under the thick autumn fe- = twinkled en he smiled—and his
liage, was very gently luminous, f J:fs . : 2

I had now to determine my position, | .1 i:eg‘!n to see, Mr. Greatorex,” he
and I will confess that I could not  *2id “BoWw it is that you have come so
make the least guess of my where- | nﬁr; inning this campaign. .
abouts. A noise of water ran in my I “”ﬂf:dm doubt I shall win it yet,
ears, coming from my right hand, and | o :
toward this I pushed I[f]f way. The I r"hu dﬂubt.;he replied cordially. “But
trees were close, and the undergrowth | hl:ﬁ?:ﬂm;ﬁﬂ;;ﬂ?m;tn;&z 1 :‘E‘“ it
of bracken and bushes rendered my ad- sure you % i ere, and I am
vance very gradual, but by degrees I you are in need of them. It was
arrived at my point and found, what I
had lately begun to suspect, that the . :;f:‘;rg; :nt 0 thah;ﬂ-ur. shouting
sound rose from the little brook, which | Sadeed 1 :I: i s sy whom, I
here descended the face of a steep Pres En;‘.l n;d b":m ér my sentry.
slope in a pleasant gushing waterfall. ed h; st .E: amhthu captain re-
A great gout of water, flung from the . s 1; ;'_‘;lt' 00d himself entered,
stones, dashed In my face quite mer- | bezﬁf ¢ 'hhlnd' & tray containing
rily, and, heated with the confinement ™ e of whisky, a carafe of water
of the gallery and my long and trouble- and u-:a glasses. He cast an eye of
Some passage, I stooped and bathed | i ,:i.: g;mmbe, who lolled once
my face and hands in the running more in t:tr, but he said nothing
stream. I now began to see where I :ﬂfd mﬂm: the door. Sercombe
was. This was a point in the Gwent e ltw S O &
below the castle where the brook left __ All0W me, Mr. Greatorex,” he sald

the park and where the hill fell sud- |
denly away into the valley, clothed | Indeed, i:I was I who first resumed the
with a dense forest and traversed by e::?: sk { =
few save charcoal burners. . I,',:g‘“m' Captaln Bercombe,” I
I reflected that this was a valuahl® sald, at you have come to tell me
that you do not accept my offer.”
adit to the castle, and then upon that | “Precisely ” h od. tak ol
fell like a blow the second thought— | it s, '.“ ing his ct:
that Hood might have chosen this mudll gar from his mouth. ‘“That is ox-
actly the position, Mr. Greatorex. I

of escape, in which case the gallery | don’t know how you guessed it. but

was a drawback to Ts rather than an
advantage. And yet It appeared ridie. there it ls, I do not feel justified, in

ulous to suppose that a fugitive would tion of my relations with
hunt about to follow the longer and  3r. Hood, In accepting your proposals.
more arduous route of flight. On the ' Then,” I sald blutly, but keeping up
whole, I decided that Hood must have | tB® farce, “I see no reason for our con-
flad h? tha ﬂﬂuf port and across the ﬂﬂ.ml' this m“ﬂl"- .ﬂd, as 1 am
moat. Anyhow, he was gone, and it lﬂl:liﬂwhlt tired, if you will excuse
behooved us to renew our defenses and | M€ "—
concert our plans afresh, | “l would net trespass upon you In
As I reached this conclusion in my  the slightest,” he Interrupted. *“But I
reverie, with, the sound of the waters Dad an idea that perhaps we might ar-
pleasantly dulling my ears, I seemed TIWe at a compromise.” I said noth-

to catch t of flection flashing Ii0& for I had not the faintest notion
e & 1Y % of what he was driving at.

black among the tangled lights of the | =, "

poo below . Tho next moment 1 | 30 7% SWATe- be contaued i b
awake to my position ten seconds lat- | otherwise—I express ne opinion—you
er the blood was drumming in my | confined our host."

ears, my temples throbbed with pain, | '

“Nine

walls brushed me upon either side as I ; and two men were kneeling on my | water.

descended, so narrow was the funnel,
Down, down wernt, until presently I
reached a sort of landing, which broad-
enxed into a little frregular chamber,

chest. i

“Let him be, Charaxos? “You are also aware,” he went on,

“that now you, the only other person

ig
]
H
5
2
g
3
:

Hemamrarlightmuﬂtmrere,m Imﬁdtnl.ﬂtﬂi_tpmiﬂun.tham

I followed it till I happened upon a
small door in the wall. A huge key
Was in the lock, but the bolt was not
turned., and by wrenching hard I
forced the door open.

'“ithm:ﬂnrnmdmmth

I now looked |
down upon the waters of the moat, in

|

| w up at the Woodman, stopping be-

! fore which Hood requested me to en-
| ter in his most conventionally hospita-

! I was much exercised in my mind as
i to the use these brigands could have
| for me, but as yet the situation was
. too novel to allow me consecutive
[ thought. I was led info a large, barn-

In these desperate considerations I |

unpardonable of Hood.” So saying, he .

Smuﬂlmmmm-l

and puffed for some minutes in silence, |

I bowed and sipped my whisky and .

M"h“M-

“I did, uul."-hmlmhuh-

(3]
retract.”

“It was not good enough,” he went
on, paying no attention to my sarcasm
—"“not mearly good enough. But what
do you say if I make one to you now?"

I my shoulders. “I am at
your mercy,” I sald.
€nvy you your powers of ease,” he

“I

But come, I am
Wha# do you say?”
bave already said 1t."
see I will get no more change out
of you,” he sald soberly. “But I know
& man to trust when I see him. That

Sometimes it is unavoidable”— He
broke off. “Your friends don't know
where you went tonight?’ he asked
suddenly.

“Why do you ask?’ I said.

“If the dungeon doeor is locked it is
impossible that they can get Into it.
But if your friends had the key,” he
went on, growing very earnest, “what
would happen? [ imagine that they
would open the door, find the bird
flown and perhaps the entrance to the
secret passage disclosed.”

This began to interest me. What was
the rascal's purpose?

“Well?” I put in.

He lowered his voice, which convey-
ed a certain effect of fear to my mind.

“In which case the treasure would
remain in the possession of the castle.”

“You speak llke a book of Euclid,” I
atnnud, after a pause. “And now,

ptain, let me ask in my Jurn what
proposition are you making to me?

He considered for a moment. “There
are three of you,” he said. “But I con-
fess I cannot reckon my friend Mont-
gomery. Let us say two, then. I am
willing to go halves with you. In
which case, as you will see, there Is a
quarter for yourself.”

“You would betray your associates,”
I said dryly.

“Pardon me,” said the captain, “we
are not here to pass criticisms on mor-
als. And, if it comes to that, what are
we 1ll? I see no pin prick between

| us. I do not invite your comclusions

0n my conduct. I have the honor to
make you a proposal.”

The rascal leaned back in his chair
and watched me with a curious air of
satisfaction. Indeed, his complacency
was well grounded, and I could not but
admit tq myself that he was making
me a handsome offer. His distrust or

greed, and it was to that we owed this
Unexpected intercession when fate had
turned clean against us. Here was I,
& prisoner and with no possibility of
escape. The treasure lay at the mercy
of these vagabonds, and even at this
moment the pieces might be slipping

- through Hood’s loving fingers. Assur-

edly I should be g fool, I thought, te
refuse Sercombe’'s compromise. He

in good faith, for all T was invited to
do waa to surrender the key, a key
which could be of no possible use to
bhim now that the subterranean en-
trance to the dungeon had been dis-
covered. I withdrew it from my pock-
of. He nodded confidentially,

“That is all I ask,” he said.

“And I?" I queried.

“You shall be at liberty at the earli-
est opportunity I can find,” he return-

| ed. “Observe, Mr, Greatorex, that I

am taking a great risk. I am depend-
Ing upon your word.”

“If 1 give it,” I replled, “you may
depend upon it. You will warn my
companions?" I asked.

“I will see that they pay a wvisit to
their prisoner,” said he, “and I reckon
they will want little warning after that”

a pause. But at that moment a slight
sound as of soft feet upon the crea
stairway reached us. Sercombe whit-
ened visibly and looked uneasily at the
door.

“It is better that I should leave you
now,” he said hurriedly. “We can set-
tle this tomorrow morning” And,
showing clear signs of discomposure,
he left the barn.

As for me, I sat with the key in my
hand, considering. I thought I could
put a name on the owner of those steps.

CHAPTER XV1.
‘his word. Bo far from complet-

ing the bargain on the morrow,
he never came near me, and I

passed the day quite alone, save for-| [

the occasional wvisits of one of the
Greeks bringing my food. I began to
have a very intelligible view of the
situation. Sercombe had been fright-
ened off the arrangement he had com-
templated by the fear of his compan-
lon, or If that were not so, though I
was now quite prepared to credit it, he
deemed it wiser to postpone the ad-
venture still further, in

might still keep my hopes alive and
nourish an ambition of flnal success,

But the truth was that each day lost
was so0 much gained toward the

complishment of Hood's object,
even as I sat and gnawed my fingers

his fear of Hood was stronger than his |
 the influence of hope and hourly ex- |

pected a conference with Sercombe. |

must certainly have made the proposal |

| the figure of a man on guard, evidently
' at the foot of the ladder. There was

admit ; kind, four
am pretty good, but I in the Peterhoro hospital. I was so |

|
I

“You may take the key,” said I after | 2OT® eacouragement than the first, but
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TLE WARRANTED TO CURE, OR
MONEY REFUNDED.

Bead the following -testimonial :

To Whom It May Concern,—
This is to-certify to the curative

powers of
Lightening. T was completely laid
up with

weeks, unahle to deo work of any
weeks of which I spent

bad that T thought the flesh would
drop off my face. 1 used one bottle
of Dr. Ungers Liguified Lightening
and it cured me completely, leaving
very little marks of the disease on

my face. I wouwld recommend any

has been my safeguard, Mr. Greatorex. ' person who is troubled with Barbgrs'
And I know a man to distrust, though [tch to

lose no time in getting a
bottle of this remedy, as' I am con-
fident that it will eflect a complete
cure. L. O'CONNOR, Peterboro.

The Dr. Unger

Medicine Co., Ltd.,
Lorneville, Ont.
e —
ANTED A good live man as
GENERAL AGENT in Yiec-
toria and Durham Counties, to sell
“Perkins’ National Herbs"”, (the

1;:-*1-. blood purifier) and appoint

sub-agents. Apply at once for

 full instructions.
.The National Herb Co., Limited,

173 Spadina Avenue,

M-tf Toronto, Ont.,

greed, andl 1t was odds but, the gold
once under their hands, they would
fall out in some mortal strife, accord-
ing to the ancient proverb. If that
should bhappen, perhaps, according to
the ancient proverb, we, as represent-
ing honedt men as nearly as possible
in the circumstances, might come by
our own, or, speaking more properly,
BEoOme one elsa's own.

For the present I had gained nothing,
and lay, a disconsolate prisoner, in that
airy cell, guarded by watches of the
Greeks. 8o far as I could determine,
we, the defenders of the castle and the
treasure, were in a bad position, and
there was nothing for it on my part

but resignation with as civil a grace as !

might be. I had already taken account

of the defenses of my prison and saw |

little prospect of escape, but I will con-
fess that throughout the first day of
my captivity I was somewhat under

This, as' you may imagine, drew my

Peterboro, July 9th, :I.Hlﬁ1 .

Dr. Unger's Liquified|
Barbers® Itch for sewven |.

|
|

attention from the immediate scrutiny |

of my surroundings, but upon the
morning of the second day, when Ser- |
combe still falled to visit me, I cast

about for other means of escape.
First of all, I examined the barn

very carefully. It was a huge bullding
and rose at the apex to a height of fif-

teen feet or more. The sides wore of

skateton ot ratters, tiesty ensted witn Jo Ore WD W ARD
skeleton of rafters, thickly coated with ® °

thatch. Two windows shone in the |
room, one at the back part and away |
from the door, the other inserted in |
one of the remaining walls. The door |
was, of course, kept locked, but by |
screwing my face agalnst the slde win-
dow and craning my neck I could see

little chance of breaking out this way,
The second window gave on a low ly-
Ing stable at the back, and beyond that
there were the great trees and cool
deeps of the forest. It was securely
barred and fastened, and that, from
all appearances, quite newly. The
second exploration seemed to offer no

I was not yet resigned to defeat, and,
sitting down upon the floor, I fell to

| thinking, mechanically opening a small Il
. penknife which was in my pocket, and

paring my ngfis,

I do mot know if I were consclous of
the act, but I remember that it was

quite a long time, and when I I.'un:I
grown almost desperate In my coun- J. G. ED

sels, that the advantage of this tiny
wedapon occurred to me. The wooden
walls were not higher than six or
seven feet, and above them, as I have
explained, rose the superstructure of
thatch to the pinnacle of the roof. I
paused in my occupation and rose
quickly. By standing on a chair I
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linen, a few flowers, and
and Cut Glass will give
thoughts of their visit.

glad to.

Have Compan

You want your table to look it’s pre

Odd Spoons and for fruit, salad,
~ countless other m—ﬂm and rolled plate.

Cut Glass,—Fruits, Celerys, Bon-Bons, Water Bottles.
Pitchers,—More than we can tell, but we can show vou, and are
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some of our Silverware
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Beautiful Goods, suitable for

We have selected some

Wedding Rings. ¢ # @ ¢ @

To enumerate would take a whole page.
stock, compare prices, and we will treat you courteously, and if
you favor us we give you a discount of 10 per cent. off each dollar’s
worth of goods you buy. We make a hobby of Engagement and

—— ———
— — — - —

We invite you to see our
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Marriage dicences Issued at THE POPULAR JEWELLERY STORE

W. F. McCARTY

R e —

Gerhard Heintzman Pianos,
Mamqn & Risch Pianos.
Dominion Pianos.

Sherlock-Manning Organs.
Dominion Organs.
Doherty Organs.

PIANOS, ORGANS AND
SEWING MACHINES.

Highest qrnde Instruments such as
Bell, Karn, Thomas, ete. The name of
which is a guarantee of nality. In Sew-
ing Machines, White, Wheeler & Wilson,
New Williams, New Home and Raymond.
All goods guaranteed, and prices and
terms right. No fake sales but solid
value at all times.

WM. WARREN,

P. 0. BOX 217. William-st, north,
Opposite St. Andrew's Church.

New Williams Sewing Machines.

Standard Sewing Machines,

Wheeler & Wilson Sewing
Machines.

I'wo Brick Houses, Harness and
Buggies also for sale.

The above are all new goods, also some second-hands.
Special Bargains as [ am closing business

J. J. WETHERUP,

Corner of Sussex and Peel-sts

Box 415

& CO.

—— AGENTS FOR —

Manufactured of High Carbon Steel Wire, making
it the Strongest and Most Reliable
Fence on the market.

Also a full line of Farm and Lawn Gates. We invite you
to call and inspect our Fencing before purchasing.

WARDS & CO.

SIGN OF THE ANYIL.
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LIVERY

TeLErnoxe 53

Carscadden Livery Barn on Cam-
bridge-st., and will conduct an Up-
to-Date Livery Business. First-Class
Horses and Rigs , moderate charges.
A share of publie patronage solicited
A. B. REA.
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