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{Continued from Page 4.)

~ The twenty-Tour bours had passed
uneventfully at the castle, but I found
Montgomery on the watch and very

' mﬂmmumm »oint, |

eager. He had armed himself with a

shotgun, which he dragged about with

him wvery ostentatiously, and indeed

bad some ado to prevent him sitting
down to dinner with it. Sheppard had

been Informed of his presence, and the |

two promised to be capital friends.

Sheppard always had a way direct to | docoment together, read it and start
the heart of new acquaintances and, | fair on the knowledge. That places us

with his indomitable gayety and his
Impulsive energy, was exceedingly at-
Cractive to Montzomery. I myself was

usedl with sincere respect., tempered by | himself and fail
a little awe; but the boy showed imme- | doom.”
diate signs of a positive affection for |

Sheppard.

That evening we held a council of

war. And, first, Montgomery must be J and unexpected as it came and involv-

Monigomery on the watch.

The bare
and in-

Initiated into the mystery.
facts took away his breath

spired bhim apparently more with a de- |

gire for Dloodshed than for the treasure
ftselr.

“I can tell yon this, Mr. Sheppard, |

that if [ sizht eitier of the scoundrels
within shooting range I'll empty both
barrels into them on the off chance,
And of that I'll give "em warninz"

“Bravo!” said Sheppard, slapping
bim on the back and smilinz his plens-
ant smile. “You're the man for my
money, old cock!™

“And now™ 1 resumed, “we are

brought front to front with affairs
We have hal? tks 2aper. How are we
B0 Zet pamaecssion of the other®”

“It is plain enongh,” said Sheppard,
*that one of those feilows., Sercombe
or Hood, has it—Hood fur choice. sod

& prefty scoundrel be must be, from ahl
you say of him. You must introduce

me to your friend Hood. I bhave a
fancy for Hood.” .

As it fell out he bad an earlier chance
of the acquaintance than either of us
anticipated.  Shortly after breakrast
on the following morning the maid
brought me word that Captain Ser-
combe was in the library and begged
to s&e me.

piece of impu-
“LUon-
By

“Here is A [H't"”}'
deace,” said Sheppard, smiling,
found the man, but I like him'
all means let us bave him up.”

He looked at me. *“Not at all.” said
I, “but since there is nothinz to steal
in the librars save some hundreds of
musty volumes, let him wait gupon our
pleasure.”™

“And my toe.,” growled Montgomery,
fssuming a ferocious expression.

“Xo, no, my dear lad,” said Shep-
pard, with his gentle and insinvating
smile. “You are too forward, too pre-
cocious in your arsuments. Let us bag
the captain, whom, I confess, I am
dring to sec well basted, but let it be
br more diplomatic processes.”

“Very well, come on,” said I, rising,
for, to say the truth, I was curious to
Eaow the man's business with me. We
descended in file into the library. Ser-
combe, who was staring out of the
window and curling his mustache with
a2 air of abstraction, turned rapidly
and, putting his heels together, gave me
4 military bow.

“Ah, here is my youne friend of the
elaret!™ he exclaimed lightly, nodding
briedy to Montgomery, who fixed a
siolid and somewhat glowering glance
@pon him. Then his eve fell on Shep-
pard, whom he observed with dispas-
@ionate curiosity.

“I was in hopes to have met yom
alone, Mr., Greatorexr,” with a little
besitation showing in his voice.

“These are my friends,” said 1, “from
whom [ have no secrets.”

“Ailow me to introduee myself,” said
Sheppard pelitely, stepping forward,
“since Mr. Greatorex has overlooked
the formality. Reginald Sheppard,
Captain Sercombe—a gentleman, as I
Eope, but of no occupation and a vast
deal of ambition, who is proud to make
the acquaintance of so notorious a free
<ompanion as yourself.,”

Sercombe stared, somewhat discom-
Pposed by this deliverance, but, recover-
ing himself, smiled genially. *“The
pride, sir, is on my side to encounter 30
Pleasant a gentleman.” Then he looked
at me,
I may state my business here™

“By all means,” I answered curtly,
“and the sooner the better.”™

“To be brief, Mr. Greatorex,” he sald,
“I bave come to strike a bargain with
you. I will confess that so far you
have outmaneuvered us. I will g0 50
far as to say that I thought I had you
cornered yesterday. Yesterday morn-
oz I would not have put 2 crowns up-
on your appearance in the race. But
You have sharp eyes, sir, and you are
2 sharper man tham I had

Fou stand? I ask you to consider that
And what price de you put on your
chances? You have, I should guess,
about
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| tled the matter over a

. can do when he spreads himself,

“I take it. Mr. Greatorex, that

o go.

reckoned,  eostume and looking, as I could not

g
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have only one half of a secret, and we |
mr&tﬁ“‘ﬂ‘_ﬂr,‘_ ad it 7ill take a ev- m
erer man than you to find our haif,
| I make no doubt you also b
in pretty safe hiding. I don't n
hunt London for a piece of pap

LaEe a cles

- A
show our hands. Let me see what v

have in yours, and T give you the word
of a gentleman you shall see all mine ™

ment silently.
“Since the captain gives his word as

Yoice,
ing to give mine as a burglar.”

ance at him.
“Will you be more explicit?" said I

[ “It's plain enough. Let us piece the

diference, that the best man wins,
Whereas now a man may be Satan
til the ecrack of

embarked wupon the entertainment.
And it was not until we bhad broached

| ing was far spent that anything hap-
pened to mar our growing harmony.

It fell out thus:
bad just concluded an amusing narra-
tive of his experiences among the brig-
ands of Calabria, and Sheppard re-
sumed the conversation with an ad-
venture of his own. The evening
bad fallen dark and cloudy, and amid

Sheppard threw an eager glance at
|’ me, and I read assent in it. Nor was I |
indisposed to agree to the proposal, odd

| ing us, as I foresaw, in all the out-
. rages of actual warfare. Yet upon so
| pregnant a proposition I dared not
. make up my mind on the instant, and
. I suppose the man saw this, for, turn-
. ing, he movad to the windows again
. and looked out upon the lawns, hum-
, ming to himself. Ere he had turned
again and faced me with his question
. in his eyes I had made up my mind.

“I agree,” I said. .

Sheppard whistled softly and, as if

room the dark figure of Hood moved
noiselessly and constantly. I had
deard this story of Sheppard’s, which,
indeed. was not very exciting, and my
| mind, swaying from its polite duty,
rested unconscionsly upon the new inn-
ceeper. As I watched him I saw the

a sort of good fellowship and the even-

Sercombe himself

]thamtinpart,thatlﬂ&lltntm Itlr- .
Hep:mdnnd!ntermntedmeamn-lmwmm{dlﬂmmﬁ!* d, by your leave, Ned, I will

most distant from the subject we all
bad at heart. It was Sercombe himself |
a gentleman,”™ put in . rd's suave

ge an,” p Sheppa - who set the example of reserve, and

“I think we stand on safe : - T
' we followed meekly enough., When I
grocnd. Fﬂfmﬂ‘ﬂr”mq“'““ﬂl-jmgmnumthinkingouryqu'mm‘h"“'ﬂ'

: ' particular point, for heaven knows that
Sercombe flashed a glance of annoy- | bis talk was sufficiently frank upon
. other topies. As I had occasion to take
B i | note now and subsequently, the man
I thought you took me,” said he. . was by nature framed for a good talk-
er, and, although he had every preju-
‘dice against him, and started, so to
: Epeak, with a t bandicap, he soon
again on equal terms, only with this wp::; down u.egfr:"n“ ﬂthp'wmﬂh we

the starlike candlea that illumined the .
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- _Sheppard rose and when the man nbridge-st., opposite the ‘¢ you to visit us. -

Cer® House. °

mony to the table, “A chair for Mr. R. OHAMBERS Once at our store our
Hood,” he said. “Where will you sit, | . Proprietor | ¢ o00ds will speak for them.

Mr. "Hood—by the captain? That'

right. Please make yourself comforta-

| ble. We have just enjoyed an excellent

Jﬂmrwmlmm.HMhntf
I fear you are too late. Montgomery,
& glass of wine Mr. Hood. Busi-

[ He assumed a place at the back of

the captaln, commanding a view of the
table. Sercombe spread his hands up-
on the table.

“Gentlemen, let us show our cards”
bhe said.

There was a momentary silence, and
then I was conscious of a slight bus-
tle of excitement that stirred the room
into sound. Sheppard looked at me,

selves. : -
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and Montgomery's gaze was riveted
Sheppard coughed

~ upon the captain.
gently and sipped his wine.

FARM LOANS

. Imitating the captain, leaned forth up-
on the window. A light of satisfaction

0o men exchange glances—an inter- .

rogating look upon Sercombe's part, a

MONEY TO LOAN on Mortgages
| atl lowest current rates. 1 HAVE ac

“That is a very proper demand, Cap-
tain Sercombe,” I said, “seecing that it

you favor us we give you a diseount of 10 per cent. off each dollar's
worth of goods you buy. We make a hobby of Engagement and
“‘eddingﬂingﬁ-tt4111‘14!riiiﬁ‘i

Marriage Licences Issued at THE POPULAR JEWELLERY SToRk

- played in Sercombe’s gray-green eyes

| for an instant. As for Montgomery, I
do not suppose that he had any clear

 motion of what it was all about.

bafing and inscrutable look from
Hood. There followed an instant's
pause, and then the man approached

“Then,” said Sercombe, “the sooner (D€ master with the pretext of a dish.
the better, and what time better than Seércombe spoke low and across his
today . shoulder, mervously exploring the con-

“I azree to today,” 1 replied. tents of the dish with a ﬂ-].}ﬂ'ﬂn. Hood

“Gzood!  And now there remain only said nothing and, raising his eyes, soft-
the place and time,” said he. Iy fixed them upon me at the other end

“I have no wish to have my head ©f the table. For a moment we regard-
broken,” said I blnffy, “er to be mis- ;?H:g:h f:'l:]lm; ;]?t?]?ﬂﬁi }andsetfﬁmh;:
taken for a hare, and so I say the cas | still whispered and, I thought, with &
tle. If you grant that, you may fix growing anxiety. It was time for me
Your own time."” to interfere,

“I was in hopes,” he said, smiling, “Captain Sercombe,” I cried sharply,
for be took no offense at my plainness breaking upon the tall of Sheppard’'s
of speech, “that we might have set- yarn, “these congnunications are not
little dinner. ! jneluded in the compact.”

Hood, an excellent host, I find, is anx- | The captain started, and his face red-
lous to show you what the Woodman dened deeper, but he was always a
And | epo] hand.

a full stomach, warmed with wine, is “I must ask you to remember, Mr.
better for business, as my young friend Greatorex,” said he suavely, “that I
here knows. But you shall have it you? | gp, your guest.”

own way." “That is true,” said Sheppard, nod-

“By all means let it be a dinner,” - ding his head,
sald Sheppard, suddenly springing up . Bercombe looked at me with some
from his seat. “Mr. Greatorex, I am | asperity.
sure, would be loath to rob you of your
pleasure, Captain Sercombe, and in his
name I make bold to offer you the hos-
pitality of the castle.”

I started in amazement and opened

circumstances you will see that wou
bave overstepped the privileges of gen-
tlemen.”

“The word is hardly in the case. I
my mouth to refuse, but was saved the ' hink we are agreed that it is as thieves
trouble by the captain’s answer. He we meet,” interjected Sheppard smooth-
was a good deal disconcerted. Iy.

“I fear,” said he, “that the hospitali- “You are right, Captain Sercombe,”
ty would be relucthnr o Mr. Greato- I answered, being in my turn in com-
rex’s part.” ; . mand of myself, “and I offer you my

“Not at all” said I graciously. “A | apology for the rudeness, but I am at
distinguished soldier like Captain Ser- least the master of my own servants,
cowbe is always welcome to my house.” | and Hood shall keep his distance and

He hesitated, and then, coloring slight- not hang about annoying my guests.”
W1 &m-not along,* siatd ke With which I ordered him forthwith to

Sheppard shot me a glance of tri- | g, window, a command which he has-
uamph, as who would say, “I thought tened to obey almost by anticipation.
we should corner him.” I must say that this unpleasant epi-

“No doubt Mr. Greatorex would |
sode at once changed the atmosphere
gladly entertain the other gentleman,” | of the room. On the whole. I dig not
he suggested. | regret this, as I conceived that we had

The captain looked at him, and a

grin spread slowly over his features, Lo oaPs reached the proper term of our

familiarity with Sercombe, It
strange to see the instant revolution in
, our mutual attitudes. Whether Ser-
. combe himself had been as easy as he
bad previously seemed, or whether he
' had acted a part for our benefit, I can-
not say, but it is ceptain that now he
. was charged witk anxiety. Now and
- again his eyes, puffed and bloodshot,
' flickered uneasily on Hood, where the
- man stood in his corner, a memorial of
' black sobriety, and his demeanor was
. carefully under restraint, The situa-
- tion became a little disagreeable, and I
' thought the time had arrived to end it.
. “Captain Serccmbe,” 1 said, quite
- formally, “I fancy our dinner, such as
Iitil.isu?er.nndifrnuwﬂitﬂln-
more wine perhaps we had better get
' to business.”
. “Certainly, sir,” said the captain
cheerfully and draining his glass, “I
| am at your service”
I looked at Hood. “It is time mow,”
' said I, “that we were alone.” And I
. Wwaited to see the man move.
Lrever ' A quick exchange of glances took
= | place between them, and then the inn-
By his side stood Hood. | keeper turned his back on us and bus-
“No,” be said; “but, with Mr. Greato- | ied himself with the plates upon the
rex’s permission, the other gentleman ' sideboard.
shall entertain us.” Sercombe colored angrily and was

is what we are here for, but I hardly
yet see my way clear to table all my
tricks. Let us understand one another
better.”

The capjain did not color, as he
might well have colored under this im-
plicit distrust. As I have said, he was

singular in the partial hold he kept °

upon his gentility. Instead he laughed,
but somewhat awkwardly.

“I see,” he answered and looked
down at his bands, appearing to con-
sider. He lifted a big and somewhat

clumsy bhand and scratched his swoll- |

en cheek, smoothing a long wisp of red
bair across his naked crown. “I can-
not pretend to misunderstand you,” he
declared at last and shot & glance
aside at Hood, who had fallen slightly

- away from the table and stood in-

tently watching the scene. “But I
think it is somewhat unnecessary, Mr.

' Greatorex,” he said, again very awk-

“I think, &ir,” said he, “that in the

e g

wardly, and he laughed shortly, and
again his eyes flew to Hood, directing

| at him, as it seemed to me in that

light, a glance of warning, of appeal,
even of fear.

“No doubt,” said I in return, “but
Fou must remember that I have al-
ready had experiedce of your possi-
bilities. But come: we shall get no
further unless we can strike a compro-
mise. If you will produce your frag-
ment of the document”—

“You assume that I have it,” he broke
in, with his discordant lafigh. “You
are taking a good deal for granted.”

“l assume nothing,” said I. “Do not
let us bandy words.”

Sercombe lifted the decanter which
stood at his elbow and filled his glass
with a hand that shook. He drained
it at a draft and turned to Hood. The
innkeeper glided to his chair, and
something passed from hand to hand.

Sercombe put the torn fragment upon |
the table before him. He looked at .
| me, as if inviting me to a similar dem-

onstration. We were to proceed by
moves, then,

“I have no evidence that this is the

| document,” I objected.

“Nor I, in your case,” he retorted.

“Very well” I assented.
take it point by point, but I fear we
shall find it a tedious job.”

I drew the paper from my pocket and
laid it before me. At the other end of
the table I could see Sercombe’s green
eyes bulging in his head as they fasten-
ed upon the white thing under my

hand, Hllmnuthdmpped,udlpur-i

tion of the glow receded from his face.
Montgomery stared. A tense feeling
stifened the attention of all. I felt my
heart throb in the silence, and then
suddenly there was a sharp exclama-

Sheppa :
ment. s conciow o »catier i | 2, irles Yo sad sy th wveof | o gy EDWARDS & CO.

SIGN OF THE ANVIL.

ment I was consclous of a clatter and
two figures struggling beside me. The
affair lasted but a few seconds, and
then Hood was bhurled deftly back
against the window, and BSheppard
flung upon the floor with a crash a long
Spanish dagger.

A hush fell on the room. Sercombe
turned pale, and his eyes shifted un-
easily. Had it been murder that was
intended? If so, I could have sworn
that Sercombe was mo party to it.
“It appears that we can't de quite
without the law,” sald Sheppard, plac-
ing his heel upom the weapon. Hood,
breathing deeply, remained in -the

“We will '

|cess to the cheapest monev market |
| ip Canada and will give my patroms
tLe benefit thereof.

EXPENSES OF LOAN kept dowr | m—

to the lowest possible point consis
 tent with acruracy and necessary re |
quirements.

ALl BUSINESS of this nature

strictly private and confidential.

S . A SOOthEt‘BH;

91 Kent-st., Lindsay. Ont,

been too late,” ke answered in the |
same tone, *“I had to forestall I
guessed,sbut I'll swear I guessed right. |
I can't prove it. I caught the gleam.” |
Then he turned gnickly from me apd
picking up the daggzer eoffered It to
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Hood, “I am sorry for this misunder |
standing, Mr. Hood,” he said sweetly. |
“If I bad stopped to think I should
have known that a man like yourself
would only carry a weapon for some |
good purpose, But I am a creature of
impulse, full of mistakes, but of a
warm heart below all, and I offer you |
the dagger back in token of my trust
in you," with which he sat himself
down in his seat and ostentatiousir
played with Montgomery's revolver for |
the rest of the interview. 4

- “Come, come. That is well sald and

- FOR
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New Williams Sewing Machines,

Standard Sewing Machines.

Wheeler & Wilson Sewing
Machines,

I'wo Brick Houses, Harness and
Buggies also for sale,

The above are all new goods, also some seet nd-hands,
Special Bargains as [ am closing business

well ended,” said the captain genially,
“and he was evidently very much re-
. lieved at the conclusion of this scene.

“And now, Mr. Greatorex, and to show |
fthat it is mot both sides that are so
. unnecessarily suspicious, if you will be ™

80 good as to take this paper from me

I will trust you to read out the whole 'J.

Corner of Sussex and Peel-sts

G. E

document.” |
r This proposal, coming on the top af |
- what had bappened between us, as-
tounded us aM, as you may suppose, |
| But Sercombe was rarely at a loss for
| some amazing movement, and he knew
well enough that he was perfectly
| safe with me, whereas he was also
aware that I knew [ was absolutely
unsafe with him. Therefore he assum-
&l a golden air of courtesy and lofty
faith, as between gentlemen, But these
Imﬂecuum are not to the point, tur’
! there was I, with the two parts of the

precious document in my hands and - s
, four pairs of bright eyes burning upon
, @y face with their eager interrogation.
F You may conjecture my emotions and

the way my pulse ran

1pon the other, smoothed it with t.l:mI
back of a knife and, forthwith deci-
f phering the following composition, read |
it slowly aloud to the company: ,'
I “L, Sir Ralph Vyvian, being now in | /

of friends, this 15th day of April, in the |
year of our Lord 1646, do bhereby, as |
follows hereunder, give and proclaim |
to all or any of my descendants, law- |
fully begotten, or their heirs, the en- |
I suing information. It being In the
 twentieth year of the reign of our be-
loved sovereign his gracious majesty
and in the fifth of the lamentable and
I abominable strife with the disloyal
bouses, I was besieged in Ivor castle |
by one Colonel Morgan, attached to |
, the army of the houses and more par- |
ticularly to the notorious traitor Sir
Thomas Falrfax. I held this castle for

TELEPHONE 53
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“I fancy,” he continued, smiling, |

“that Hood Is not a stranger to the |
castle ways, and he makes a good wait-

er.” l-

The idea tickled me. “Let us have
Hood by all means,” I said. "I had
an excellent character for him from
Mr. Kesteven.”

“I will bring Hood,” said the captaln |

gravely and, taking up his hat, made

The dinner was set for 7 o'clock, and
I fancy that all three looked forward
to it with considerable expectation.
Sercombe arrived punctual to the hour,
and a little later I entered the mornicg
room to meet him. He sat in a chair,
lounging very cozily, a light overcoat
covering his evening dress, and by his

side stood Hood, also in the orthodox

belp noticing, uncommonly spruce and
servant-like.
“I am here, Mr. Greatorex, to the

il b e i e

visibly disconcerted. “I beg your par-
don, sir,” said he, with a slight stam-
mer, “but I have already had the honor
of informing you that I am not alone in

“Really,” said Sheppard gently, “I de
not think we can invite our servants to

. discuss this matter with us.”

Sercombe Dbit his lip, and after a
glance at Hood, who still kept his att-
tude, “I understand your feeling, gen-
tlemen,” he replied, “and, in fact, I
sympathize with it. But"—

He hesitated, and I began to percelve
for the first time how far he was in-
volved with the other and to what ex-
tent he was under his control. It was

shadows of the window.

the king for three days and three

“What does this mean?” I asked.
Hood, black and lean, but immovable
as to feature, stepped from his cornmer.
“I beg your pardon, sir,” he explained, cursed aet -of traitors, the enemy hath
“but I suppose the gentleman objects
to my wearing it, It isn't a pretty
weapon, sir, exactly, but I have found

nights, but upon the fourth day, this

it- useful, sir. I thought there would
be no objection. Mr. Greatorex, sir,
more especially as the gentleman here
carries a revolver.” He {indicated

mered: '
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Montgomery, who grew red stam- ’

@

“I beg your pardon. Awfully sorry.
I—I—here it 1s,” and extracting a t
from under his waistcoat he threw
it on the table in front of me. I
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